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OvnoB  07  THB  Sbouitabt,  BoftToif,  Jan.  19, 1899. 

Hon.  JoBV  L.  Bates,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentaiwea^ 

State  House,  Boston. 

Dear  Sib:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  use 
of  the  Legislature,  the  ninth  report  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  Commission  (Public  Document  No.  44). 

Yours  respectfully, 

WM..  M.   OLIN, 

Secretary. 


Rbsolyes  of  1898,  Chap.  24. 


a 


Resolve  relative  to  the  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Free  Publlo  Library 

OommiBSlonerB. 

Besolved^  That  the  board  of  free  public  library  commissioners 
is  hereby  authorized  to  include  in  its  report  to  be  made  in 
January  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  a  sketch 
of  the  free  public  libraries  of  the   state,  with  illustrations  of  ^ 

such  library  buildings  as  said  commission  may  deem  expedient;  b 

and   two  thousand  extra  copies  of   the  report  shall  be   printed  .^ 

for  distribution  under  the  direction  of  the  commissioners,     [^p- 
praved  March  16^  1898. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


HENRY  S.  NOURSE,  Lancaster,    . 
Miss  E.  P.  SOHIER,  Secretary,  Beverly, 
Mrs.  anna  AMORY  WELD,  Boston,  . 
C.  B.  TILLINGHAST,  Chairman,  Boston, 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN,  Worcester, 


.  term  expires  1908. 

.  term  expires  1902. 

.  term  expires  1901. 

.  term  expires  1900. 

.  term  expires  1899. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSION. 


To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Souse  of  Bepresentaiives, 

The  second  section  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  the  year 
1890,  which  created  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission^ 
provides  that  it  shall  make  a  report  of  its  doings  to  the 
General  Court  in  January  of  each  year.  In  obedience  to 
this  law,  the  commission  herewith  presents  its  ninth  re- 
port, for  the  calendar  year  1898. 

The  Combhssiok. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  commission  the  past  year, 
Henry  S.  Nourse  having  been  reappointed  by  Governor 
Wolcott  for  the  full  term  of  five  years.  It  has  held  during 
the  past  year,  as  it  has  held  since  its  organization,  one 
meeting  each  month. 

New  Free  Public  Libbabies. 

The  towns  of  Clarksburg  and  Westwood  have,  during  the 
year,  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of 
1890,  and  been  supplied  each  with  one  hundred  dollars' 
worth  of  books  to  aid  in  beginning  a  free  public  library. 

The  towns  of  Seekonk,  Williamsburg  and  Palmer  have 
each  voted  to  establish  free  town  libraries,  and,  as  soon  as 
the  preliminary  arrangements  have  been  perfected,  will  re- 
ceive the  books  allowed  them  by  the  State  law. 


•  •• 
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Towns  classified  as  to  Libraries. 

The  following  classification  of  the  towns,  revised  to  date, 
shows  the  free  library  facilities  they  now  enjoy :  — 


Class  1. 

Toums  which  have  libraries  owned  and  controlled  by  the  town  and  free 

for  circulation  to  all  the  people. 


Abington, 

Acushnet, 

Adams, 

Agawam, 

Alford, 

Amesbury, 

Andoyer, 

Arlington, 

Ashbumham, 

Ashby, 

Ashland, 

Athol, 

Attleborough, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Bellingham, 

Belmont, 

Berkley, 

Berlin, 

Beverly, 

Blaekstone, 

Blandford, 

Bolton, 

Boston, 

Bourne, 

Boxborough, 

Boylston, 

Bridgewater, 

Brimfield, 

Brockton, 

Brookfield, 

Brookline, 

Burlington, 

Cambridge, 

Canton, 

Carlisle, 

Carver, 

Charlemont, 

Charlton, 

Chelmsford, 


Chelsea, 

Chester, 

Chesterfield, 

Chioopee, 

Chilmark, 

Clarksburg, 

Clinton, 

Cohasset, 

Colrain, 

Conway, 

Dal  ton, 

Dana, 

Dartmouth, 

Dedham, 

Deerfield, 

Dennis, 

Dighton, 

Douglas, 

Dover, 

Dudley, 

Dunstable, 

East  Bridgewater, 

Eastham, 

East  Longmeadow, 

Edgartown, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Essex, 

Everett, 

Fall  River, 

Falmouth, 

Fitchburg, 

Florida, 

Foxborough, 

Framingham, 

Freetown, 

Gill, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 


Granville, 

Greenfield, 

Greenwich, 

Groton, 

Groveland, 

Halifax, 

Hamilton, 

Hampden, 

Hancock, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Hard  wick. 

Harvard, 

Hatfield, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holbrook, 

Holden, 

Holland, 

Holliston, 

Hopedale, 

Hubbardston, 

Hudson, 

Hull, 

Huntington, 

Hyde  Park, 

Kingston, 

Lancaster, 

Lanesborough, 

Leicester, 

Leominster, 

Leverett, 

Ley den, 

Longmeadow, 

Lowell, 

Ludlow, 

Lunenburg, 

Lynn, 

Lynnfield, 

Manchester, 
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Mansfield, 

Marblehead, 

MarlboFOUghf 

Marshfield, 

Mashpee, 

Mattapoisett, 

Maynard, 

Medfield, 

Medford, 

Medway, 

Melrose, 

Mendon, 

Merrimac, 

Middleborough, 

Middlefield, 

Middleton, 

Milford, 

Millbury, 

Millis, 

Milton, 

Monroe, 

Montague, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mount  Washington, 

Nahant, 

Natick, 

Needham, 

New  Ashford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Braintree, 

Newburyport, 

New  Salem, 

Newton, 

Norfolk, 

North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

North  Andover, 

North  Attleborough, 

Northborough, 

North  Brookfield, 

Northfield, 

North  Reading, 

Norwood, 

Oakham, 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Otis, 

Oxford, 

Palmer, 


Paxton, 

Peabody, 

Pelham, 

Pepperell, 

Peru, 

Fhillipston, 

Plainfield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Province  town, 

Quincy, 

Reading, 

Revere, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rockland, 

Rockport, 

Rowe, 

Rowley, 

Royalston, 

Russell, 

Rutland, 

Salisbury, 

Sandisfield, 

Sandwich, 

Saugus, 

Savoy, 

Seekonk, 

Sharon, 

Sheffield, 

Shelburne, 

Sherbom, 

Shirley, 

Shrewsbury, 

Shutesbury, 

Somerset, 

Somerville, 

Southborough, 

Southbridge, 

South  Hadley, 

South  wick, 

Spencer, 

Sterling, 

Stoneham, 

Stoughton, 

Stow, 

Sturbridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sunderland, 

Sutton, 


Swampsoott, 
Swansea, 
Taunton, 
Templeton, 
Tewksbury, 
Tolland, 
Topsfield, 
Townsend, 
Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 
Tyringham, 
Upton, 
Uxbridge, 
Wakefield^ 
Wales, 
Walpole, 
Waltham, 
Warwick, 
Watertown, 
Wayland, 
Webster, 
Wellfleet, 
Wendell, 
Wenham, 
Westborough, 
West  Boylston, 
West  Bridgewater, 
West  Brookfield, 
Westford, 
Westminster, 
West  Newbury, 
Weston, 
Westport, 
West  Springfield, 
West  Stockbridge, 
Westwood, 
Weymouth, 
Whately, 
Whitman, 
Wilbraham, 
Williamsburg, 
Williamstown, 
Wilmington, 
Winch  endon, 
Winchester, 
Windsor, 
Winthrop, 
Worcester, 
Wrentham.  — 269. 
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Towns  which  have  free 

Acton, 

Ayer, 

Barre, 

Bedford, 

Belchertown, 

Bomardston, 

Braintree, 

Concord, 

Cammington, 

Danvers, 

Easthampton, 

Enfield, 


Class  2. 

libraries  in  which  the  town 
in  the  management, 

Franklin, 

Georgetown, 

Grafton, 

Hayerhill, 

Hingham, 

Hinsdale, 

Holyoke, 

Lawrence, 

Lenox, 

Lexington, 

Lincoln, 

Littleton, 


has  some  represenlalian 

Maiden, 

Methnen, 

Norton, 

Pembroke, 

Petersham, 

Bandolph, 

Salem, 

Springfield, 

Warren, 

Westfield, 

Wobum.  — 35. 


Class  S. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  to  which  the  town  appropriales 
money  ^  but  is  not  represented  in  the  management. 


Amherst, 

Ashfield, 

Boxford, 

Brewster, 

Chatham, 

Cheshire, 

Cottage  City, 

Duxbury, 

Gardner, 


Great  Barrington, 

Harwich, 

Lee, 

Monson, 

Northbridge, 

Pittsfield, 

Plymouth, 

Princeton, 

Scituate, 


Southampton, 

Stockbridge, 

Tisbury, 

Ware, 

Wellesley, 

Westhampton, 

West  Tisbury, 

Worthington.  —  26. 


Class  4. 

Towns  in  which  there  are  free  libraries  which  have  no  connection  with  the 

town. 

Barnstable,  Fairhaven,  Raynham, 

Becket,  Gloucester,  Rehoboth, 

Billerica,  Hopkinton,  Wareham, 

Buckland,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth.  — 14. 

Easton,  Marion, 

Class  5. 

Towns  that  have  the  free  use  of  public  libraries  in  other  places. 

Newbury, Newburyport  Public  Library. 

Washington,       ....    Becket  Athenasum.  —  2. 

Class  6. 

Towns  having  no  free  public  library  privileges. 

Dracut,  Lakeville,  New  Marlborough, 

Gay  Head,  Nantucket,  Norwell.  —  7. 

Hadley, 
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The  Towns  withoitt  Libraries. 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  now  only  seven  towns  in  the 
State  that  are  not  fully  entitled  to  the  privileges  and  rights 
of  a  free  pablic  library.  In  three  of  these  towns  there  are 
association  libraries  that  are  not  free. 


Less  than  One-half  of  One  Per  Cent,  op  the  People 

WITHOUT  Free  Public  Libraries. 

The  population  of  the  State,  by  the  census  of  1895,  was 
2,500,183.  The  population  of  the  towns  now  without  free 
library  privileges  is  10,970,  or  less  than  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  of  the  population  of  the  entire  State.  Six  of  these 
seven  towns  show  a  loss  of  population  in  the  last  ten  years. 
The  following  is  the  list :  — 


TOWNS. 


Popnlatton. 


LOM. 


Gain. 


Dracut, 
Gay  Head, 
Hadley, 
Ltakeville, 


Nantacket, 

New  Marlborough, 

Norwell,    . 


Total, 


2,443 
169 
1,704 
870 
3,016 
1,228 
1,540 


10,970 


17 

48 

110 

126 

878 

49 


516 


Guts  and  New  Buildings. 

The  following  gifts  to  libraries  have  been  noted  during 
the  year :  — 


Boston.  The  Boston  Numismatic  Society  has  given  its  collection 
of  books  and  pamphlets  and  $800  in  money  to  the  Boston 
Pnblic  Library. 


xu  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  [Jan. 

Brookline.  The  will  of  the  late  John  L.  Gardner  of  Brookline 
provides  a  bequest  of  $25,000  for  the  Brookline  Public 
Library,  payable  after  the  death  of  his  wife. 

Canton.  Miss  Caroline  F.  Downs  left  by  her  will  the  sum  of 
$2,000  to  the  Canton  Public  Library  as  a  fund,  the  income  of 
which  is  to  be  expended  for  books. 

Chatham.  The  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge,  the  donor  of  the  public 
library  building  to  the  town  of  Chatham,  left  by  his  will 
$20,000  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library. 

Cheshire.  The  town  of  Cheshire  has  provided  ample  accommo- 
dations for  its  public  library  in  its  new  town  building,  which 
will  cost  about  $10,000,  of  which  $2,500  was  contributed  by 
the  Library  Association. 

Harvard.  The  late  Samuel  F.  Stone  of  Harvard  bequeathed  the 
larger  portion  of  his  estate  of  some  $7,000  to  the  Harvard 
Public  Library,  contingent  upon  the  death  without  issue  of 
another  beneficiary. 

Leicester.  The  late  Ix)ry  S.  Watson,  who  was  the  chief  con- 
tributor towards  the  Leicester  Library  building,  left  $3,000  to 
the  library  by  his  will,  and  the  additional  sum  of  $4,000 
upon  the  death  of  a  beneficiary. 

Ltnn.  The  will  of  the  late  Charles  O.  Beede  contains  a  bequest 
of  $1,000  to  the  Lynn  Public  Library. 

Methuen.  The  late  David  Nevins  bequeathed  the  sum  of  $50,000, 
and  a  residuary  interest  in  his  house,  pictures,  bronzes,  silver 
plate,  etc.,  to  the  Nevins  Memorial  Library  of  Methuen. 

Northborough.  The  Northborough  Public  Library  receives  the 
sum  of  $2,000  under  the  will  of  the  late  Samuel  Wood,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  books. 

Shelburne.  The  town  of  Shelbume  has  provided  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  library  building,  at  the  cost  of  about 
$2,500. 

Springfield.  The  will  of  the  late  Hon.  David  A.  Wells,  a  native 
of  Springfield,  leaves  one-third  of  the  residue  of  his  estate, 
after  certain  other  bequests  have  been  paid,  to  the  city  library 
of  Springfield,  as  a  fund,  one-half  of  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  economic  works;  and 
the  books  so  purchased,  with  the  private  library  of  Mr.  Wells, 
which  is  also  given  to  the  library,  are  to  be  called  the  ^^  David 
A.  Wells  Economic  Library." 

Sunderland.  The  town  of  Sunderland  has  received  $1,000  from 
the  heirs  of  Mrs.  Judith  Montague  Cooke,  to  be  expended  in 
the  erection  of  a  library  building.     A  lot  has  been  purchased. 
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the  town  has  appropriated  $500,  and  other  contribations  are 
promised  and  expected.  It  is  the  intention  to  erect  a  fire- 
proof brick  building,  at  a  cost  of  $5,000  to  $6,000. 

Swansea.  The  late  Hon.  Frank  S.  Stevens  bequeathed  the  sum 
of  $2,500  in  trust  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  $10,000  for 
the  erection  of  a  library  building  in  the  town  of  Swansea. 

UxBRiDOE.  The  will  of  Sarah  L.  Macomber  provides  $1,000  for 
the  public  library  of  Uxbridge. 

Watertown.  Mr.  H.  H.  Hunnewell  has  built  an  extensive  and 
costly  addition  to  the  Watertown  Public  Library  building, 
which  will  provide  a  new  reference  and  reading  room,  accom- 
modations for  the  Watertown  Historical  Society  and  other 
conveniences. 

Westborough.  Charles  S.  Henry  has  given  $5,000  toward  a 
library  building  for  Westborough. 

WiLBRAHAM.  The  wiU  of  the  late  Henry  Cutler  leaves  an  estate 
which  will  revert  to  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  a  library 
building  at  North  Wilbraham,  and  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of 
books. 

WiNTHROP.  The  Frost  Public  Library  building  in  Winthrop  has 
been  built  during  the  year,  and  is  now  nearly  complete. 

State  Census  Library  Statistics. 

The  statistics  of  libraries,  published  by  the  Massachusetts 
census  of  1895,  will  be  found  of  much  interest  to  those  who 
are  interested  in  all  forms  of  the  library  movement.  As 
the  work  of  this  commission  has  been  confined  solely  to  the 
development  of  the  free  public  library,  the  census  statistics, 
embracing  all  kinds  of  libraries,  afford  the  best  means  of 
comparison  with  the  statistics  of  other  States. 

The  total  number  of  secular  libraries  in  the  State,  accord^ 
ing  to  these  returns,  is  687,  containing  6,511,700  books  and 
pamphlets,  valued  at  $9,875,760,  with  a  home  circulation  of 
6,803,315  volumes  during  the  census  year ;  the  total  num- 
ber of  religious,  including  Sunday-school,  libraries,  was 
1,344,  containing  856,064  volumes,  valued  at  $510,092,  and 
circulating  for  home  use  1,657,961  volumes;  the  total  of  all 
classes  of  libraries  being  2,028,  as  against  2,371  in  1885, 
the  number  of  secular  libraries  being  16  less  in  1895. 
The  decline  in  number  is  largely  due  to  the  substitution 
of  the  free  public  library  for  the  private  circulating  library, 
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the  namber  of  the  latter  class  returned  in  1895  being  only 
44,  as  against  117  in  1385.  A  large  decline  is  also  noted 
in  the  number  of  religious  and  Sunday-school  libraries. 

The  present  totals  of  the  statistics  of  all  classes  of  libra- 
ries, both  secular  and  religious,  show  2,028  libraries,  con- 
taining 7,367,764  volumes,  valued  at  $9,873,700,  and  with 
a  circulation  for  home  use  of  8,461,276  volumes. 

Travelling  Libraries  and  Collections  of  Pictures. 

The  commission  has  before  noted  the  helpful  and  effective 
aid  to  our  library  work  that  has  been  rendered  by  the 
Woman's  Education  Association  of  Boston.  It  has  now 
25  travelling  libraries,  containing  718  volumes,  with  a  cir- 
culation of  1,903  books  during  the  past  year.  The  towns 
that  received  the  benefit  of  these  libraries  during  the  past 
year  are  Acushnet,  Alford,  Bedford,  Brimfield,  Chilmark, 
Clarksburg,  Colrain,  Freetown,  Florida,  Goshen,  Hunting- 
ton, Leyden,  Oakham,  Otis,  Paxton,  Pelham,  Plainfield, 
Rochester,  Rowe,  Russell,  Salisbury,  Somerset,  Wendell, 
West  Stockbridge  and  Windsor.  Special  collections  of 
works  upon  Venice  and  Florence,  supplemented  by  collec- 
tions of  illustrative  photographs,  have  been  most  heartily 
welcomed  by  the  towns  that  were  privileged  to  receive 
them.  Collections  of  views  of  London,  of  portraits  of  au- 
thors and  of  photographs  of  works  of  Italian  art  and  pictures 
of  birds  and  animals  have  been  circulated  with  gratifying 
success.  Other  collections  will  soon  be  in  circulation,  em- 
bracing a  trip  acro(ss  the  continent,  views  of  Hawaii,  Japan, 
the  Cuban  war,  etc.  The  interest  these  collections  awaken 
and  the  desire  for  information  they  stimulate  increase  the 
usefulness  of  the  libraries. 

It  may  be  added  that  another  association,  by  the  name  of 
the  **  Library  Art  Club,"  has  been  formed,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  and  exhibiting  photographs  or  other  works  of 
art.  Its  membership  is  composed  of  libraries,  art  or 
reading  clubs,  village  improvement  societies  and  similar 
organizations  in  New  England.  In  addition  to  the  works 
purchased  and  owned  by  the  club,  it  has  secured  the  loan 
of  valuable  collections  to  aid  in  its  good  work.     Fifteen  or 
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twenty  of  the  libraries  in  this  State  and  several  in  the  other 
New  England  States  are  already  members  of  this  associ- 
ation^  and  some  of  our  normal  schools  have  become  mem- 
bers. The  field  of  its  work  is  an  attractive  one,  and  the 
large  collectipn  of  well-selected  views  of  Venice  and  Flor- 
ence owned  by  the  club  is  a  guarantee  of  the  educational 
value  of  its  mission. 

Three  members  of  the  Woman's  Education  Association 
have  visited  a  number  of  the  smaller  libraries  in  the  State, 
and  made  interesting  and  valuable  reports  upon  their  con- 
dition. These  visits  were  cordially  welcomed  by  those  hav- 
ing the  care  of  the  libraries,  who  seemed  much  gratified  at 
the  personal  interest  taken  in  their  work.  These  visits  and 
those  hitherto  made  by  a  member  of  the  commission  indicate 
that  a  visitation  upon  a  more  extended  scale  would  be  fruit- 
ful in  good  results,  by  serving,  in  a  way,  a  purpose  some- 
what difficult  of  accomplishment, —  that  of  keeping  the  very 
small  libraries  in  touch  with  the  spirit  and  methods  of 
library  work  in  the  larger  centres. 

Volunteer  Aids  to  Library  Work. 

It  is  believed  that  in  every  conmiunity  in  Massachusetts 
there  are  some  persons,  in  most  cases  perhaps  ladies,  who 
have  the  taste  and  disposition,  if  the  way  is  opened  to  them, 
to  render  valuable  aid  to  the  libraries  and  materially  enlarge 
their  use  and  usefulness,  by  leadiilg  a  much  larger  number 
of  persons  to  seek  the  libraries  and  guiding  these  readers  to 
a  better  and  more  instructive  class  of  literature.  If  those 
who  have  charge  of  the  smaller  libraries  especially  will  seek 
out  these  persons,  and  secure  their  advice,  co-operation  and 
aid,  some  of  the  most  powerful  but  now  latent  forces  of  the 
community  will  be  enlisted  to  encourage  a  larger  number  of 
persons  to  read  and  to  stimulate  them  to  the  reading  of 
better  books.  Their  assistance  would  be  valuable  in  many 
directions,  such  as  the  wise  expenditure  of  appropriations 
for  books  that  would  be  most  wisely  and  profitably  read, 
the  study  of  special  subjects  of  educational  value  or  local 
interest,  and  the  dissemination  of  information  in  regard  to 
important  events  as  they  occur.     All  of  these  matters  create 
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an  added  interest  in  the  library,  and  would  be  ever  widening 
its  sphere  of  usefulness.  Besides  the  tendency  of  some 
such  plan  to  multiply  the  number  of  people  who  would  be 
brought  under  the  influence  of  the  library,  it  would  broaden 
the  interest  of  those  engaged  in  the  work  and  intensify 
the  activity  of  those  whose  education  and  taste  best  fitted 
them  to  appreciate  and  utilize  the  library  as  an  educational 
force.  It  would  be  wise  for  those  who  are  charged  with  the 
important  responsibilities  of  library  management,  with  this 
end  in  view,  to  seek  out  every  person  and  influence  within 
their  jurisdiction,  and  secure  all  the  co-operation  possible. 
Social  circles,  study  clubs  and  teachers  can  do  a  work  in 
this  direction,  and  the  service  will  be  more  and  more  gener- 
ally volunteered  as  its  wide-reaching  eflects  become  apparent. 
The  Massachusetts  Library  Club  and  its  afliliated  local  or- 
ganizations, the  Woman's  Education  Association  and  all  of 
the  general  associations  in  the  Commonwealth  which  are 
rendering  a  noble  and  generous  service  in  the  cause  of 
popular  education,  especially  through  library  work,  would 
without  doubt  render  hearty  and  efficient  aid  to  any  move- 
ment in  this  direction,  and  their  advice  and  counsel  would 
be  invaluable.  It  is  an  attractive  mission,  which  carries 
with  it  the  stimulus  to  enthusiastic  and  active  work.  All 
of  the  people  of  the  State  are  now  practically  within  easy 
reach  of  libraries.  The  multiplication  of  reading-rooms, 
branches  and  deliveries,  as  they  are  needed,  should  grad- 
ually bring  the  library  nearer  to  every  home,  and  the  mis- 
sion service  of  those  whose  opportunities  have  fitted  them 
for  it  will  cause  a  good  book  to  be  welcomed  by  every  in- 
mate of  the  home.  The  library  that  can  secure  the  best 
service  of  this  character,  and  utilize  all  possible  means  to 
reach  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  municipality 
which  sustains  it,  will  receive  the  constant  and  most  gen- 
erous support  of  the  people,  and  will  realize  most  nearly 
the  great  ideals  for  which  libraries  and  all  other  educational 
forces  are  maintained,  —  a  wiser  government,  a  better  home 
and  a  happier  life. 
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Massachusetts  Libraries  and  Library  Buildings. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolve  of  the  Legislature  of  1898, 
there  is  appended  to  this  report  a  sketch  of  all  the  free 
public  libraries  in  the  State,  with  illustrations  of  the  princi- 
pal library  buildings.  The  sketches  have  been  compiled  by 
Mr.  Nourse  of  the  commission,  and  give  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  origin  and  growth  of  each  library,  and  the 
different  methods  which  are  employed  to  render  the  libraries 
attractive  and  useful.  The  views  of  buildings,  especially 
those  that  have  been  provided  by  individual  gifts,  may  justi- 
fiably be  regarded  with  pride  by  every  citizen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  are  fruitful  with  suggestion  and  inspiration 
to  the  lengthening  list  of  those  whose  public  spirit  leads 
tiiem  to  seek  means  of  doing  good  to  those  who  come  after 
them. 

C.  B.  TILLINGHAST, 
HENRY  S.  NOURSE, 
ELIZABETH  P.  SOHIER, 
ANNA  AMORY  WELD, 
SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN, 

Commissioners. 
Jah.  19,  1899. 
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PKEFATORY  NOTE. 


The  foUowiog  compilation  of  facts  relating  to  the  free  pablic 
libraries  of  Massachusetts  shows  what  facilities  for  the  free  use 
of  books  are  available  to  the  citizen  of  each  city  and  town  in 
the  Commonwealth,  and  to  what  extent  they  are  used.  It  also 
records  the  many  generous  gifts  of  individuals  for  the  founda- 
tion and  support  of  libraries  and  the  construction  of  library 
bnildings.  One  important  object  for  which  the  Free  Public 
Library  Commission  was  created  by  the  act  of  1890,  namely, 
the  founding  of  free  libraries  in  such  towns  as  had  none,  seems 
near  accomplishment;  and  the  closing  of  the  century  is  an  ap- 
propriate time  to  take  note  of  the  progress  made  in  a  branch  of 
educational  work  in  which  Massachusetts  has  always  been  the 
pioneer. 

In  1839  the  Hon.  Horace  Mann,  then  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Education,  stated,  as  the  result  of  a  careful  effort  to  obtain 
authentic  information  relative  to  the  libraries  of  the  State,  that 
there  were  from  10  to  15  town  libraries,  containing  in  the  aggre- 
gate from  8,000  to  4,000  volumes,  to  which  all  the  citizens  of 
the  town  had  the  right  of  access ;  that  the  number  of  volumes 
in  the  public  libraries  of  all  kinds  in  the  State  was  about  300,- 
000;  and  that  but  little  more  than  100,000  persons,  or  one- 
seventh  of  the  population  of  the  State,  had  any  right  of  access 
to  them.  In  1890  there  were  351  municipalities  in  the  Common- 
wealth, of  Which  248  had  established  libraries  in  which  the  people 
had  rights  or  free  privileges.  These  libraries  contained  2,468,- 
000  volumes.  The  103  towns  without  free  libraries  had  only 
131,102  inhabitants  by  the  census  of  1890,  or  a  little  less  than 
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six  per  cent,  of  the  total  population  of  the  State.  They  were 
nearly  all  sparsely  peopled  fishing  and  farming  communities, 
with  a  small  valuation,  and  67  of  them  had  shown  a  falling  off 
in  population  during  the  preceding  decade. 

The  year  1898  closes  with  but  8  towns  in  the  State  without 
free  library  privileges.  These  have  a  population  of  12,495,  or 
less  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  State's  inhabitants  by 
the  census  of  1895.  Six  of  them  show  a  loss  in  population 
between  1890  and  1895.  The  number  of  books  in  the  free 
libraries  of  the  Commonwealth  is  three  and  three-fourths  mil- 
lions, which  is  about  one  and  one-half  volumes  to  each  inhabi- 
tant. The  circulation  for  home  use  in  twelve  months  is  seven 
and  two-thirds  millions,  or  a  little  over  three  volumes  to  each 
inhabitant. 

Towns  having  a  large  number  of  free  books  in  proportion  to 
their  population  are :  Lancaster,  12.75  vqlumes  per  capita; 
Sudbury,  12.7,  estimated;  Nahant,  12.6;  Phillipston,  11;  Cum- 
mington,  9;  Petersham,  8.4;  Bernardston,  7.7;  Topsfield,  7.1; 
Tyngsborough,  6.9  ;  Weston,  6.4 ;  Wayland  and  Boylston,  6. 

Towns  reporting  an  exceptionally  large  circulation  for  home 
use  are:  Fairhaven,  13.6  volumes  per  capita;  Phillipston,  esti- 
mated^ 10.8 ;  Nahant,  10.3 ;  Sudbury,  10.3 ;  Stow,  estimated, 
9.8;  Brookfield,  9.6 ;  Marshfield,  9.4;  Hopedale  and  Lexington, 
9.2;  North  Reading,  9;  Tisbury,  8.2;  Warwick,  7.5;  Winches- 
ter,  7.4;  Northampton,  7.38;  Enfield,  7.3;  Arlington  and 
Sharon,  7 ;  Bernardston,  6.8 ;  Easthampton  and  Grafton,  6.6 ; 
Chatham  and  Manchester,  6.4 ;  Lancaster,  Petersham  and  Wes- 
ton, 6.3  ;  Weymouth  and  Essex,  6.2. 

The  gifts  and  bequests  of  money — not  including  the  value  of 
books,  articles  of  furniture,  paintings  or  sculpture — for  libraries 
and  library  buildings  in  Massachusetts  amount  to  nearly  eight 
millions  of  dollars.  Since  the  first  report  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  Commission  was  presented  to  the  Legislature,  in  Janu- 
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ary,  1891,  40  towns  have  come  into  possession  of  buildings 
especially  designed  for  library  nse,  costing  in  the  aggregate 
tl  9388)000.  With  three  or  foor  exceptions  these  have  been 
gifts,  generally  of  individnals,  and  have  added  no  burden  to  the 
taxpayer  for  their  construction.  These  buildings  are  almost  all 
of  stone  and  brick,  beautiful  and  enduring  monuments  both  to 
the  taste  of  the  architects  and  the  generosity  of  the  donors. 
Nine  other  towns  have  in  possession  gifts  and  bequests,  amount- 
ing to  at  least  $400,000,  awaiting  the  proper  season  when  they 
can  be  expended  for  library  buildings.  Five  other  towns  have 
received  or  built  structures  designed  for  various  public  uses, 
which  include  fitting  accommodations  for  their  free  libraries. 

Barnstable  has  six  and  Sutton  five  independent  free  libraries 
within  its  borders;  Northampton  and  Williamstown  have  each 
three  free  public  libraries;  and  the  following  towns  have  two 
each :  Amherst,  Andover,  Billerica,  Boxford,  Dartmouth,  Deer- 
field,  Falmouth,  Gloucester,  Great  Barrington,  Hardwick,  Natick, 
Scituate,  Shelbume,  Weymouth. 
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ABINGTON. 

The  town  of  Abington,  by  vote  of  its  citizens,  established  a  free 
libraiy  in  the  year  1878.  At  the  annual  town  meeting,  in  March 
of  that  year,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Otis  W.  Soule, 
Jesse  H.  Giles,  Albert  Chamberlin  and  Henry  A.  Noyes,  was  ap- 
pointed to  report  a  system  of  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  a  free  public  library.  On  the  10th  of  May  fol- 
lowing, this  committee  rendered  a  report,  which  was  accepted,  and 
the  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  recommended  were  adopted. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  town  contains  a  second  quite  distinct 
village,  known  as  North  Abington,  it  was  provided  in  the  by-laws 
that  the  library  should  be  located  at  Centre  Abington,  with  a 
branch  at  North  Abington.  The  board  of  trustees  was  made  to 
consist  of  nine  members,  three  of  whom  were  to  be  elected  for 
three  years,  three  for  two  years  and  three  for  one  year ;  and,  at 
each  annual  town  meeting  subsequent  to  the  first  election,  three 
were  to  be  elected,  to  hold  office  for  three  years  thereafter. 

A  moderate-sized  room  in  the  building  of  the  Abington  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  at  Centre  Abington,  was  rented  for  the 
use  of  the  library,  and  a  branch  repository  at  North  Abington  was 
secured  in  the  residence  of  Henry  A.  Cleverly.  No  appropriation 
of  money  was  asked  of  the  town  the  first  year,  except  the  refunded 
dog  tax,  which  was  voted.     This  amounted  to  S2d0.01. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  May  25,  the  libraries 
of  the  Centre  Abington  Library  Association,  containing  about  900 
volumes;  the  Citizens'  Library  Association  of  North  Abington, 
comprising  about  500  volumes;  and  the  Abington  Horticultural 
Society,  containing  nearly  200  volumes,  —  all  of  which  had  been 
previously  tendered  in  the  event  of  the  establishment  of  a  public 
library,  —  were  accepted.  A  bequest  of  $500,  made  several  years 
before  by  Thomas  J.  Hunt,  on  the  condition  of  a  free  library  being 
maintained,  now  became  available,  and  was  paid  by  the  estate. 
With  this  bequest  a  valuable  collection  of  standard  works,  to  the 
number  of  802  volumes,  was  purchased,  and  placed  in  a  case  by 
itself,  bearing  the  words  *'  Hunt  Bequest,"  in  honor  of  the  donor. 
Sabflcriptions  were  made  by  citizens  to  the  amount  of  $266.14. 
With  these  moderate  sums  available   for  use,   and  much  time 
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gratuitously  given,  preparations  for  opening  the  library  were 
carried  forward  through  the  summer;  the  volumes  were  made 
ready  for  circulation,  and  catalogued  ;  and  the  library  was  opened 
for  the  loaning  of  books  on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  containing  at 
this  time  just  2,000  volumes.  The  branch  library  at  North  Abing- 
ton  was  opened  upon  the  same  day,  containing  400  volumes  of  the 
entire  collection.  The  first  month  1,080  volumes  were  drawn  for 
home  use;  the  fourth  month,  January,  1879,  1,973  volumes;  708 
persons  had  registered  and  received  cards.  - 

The  town's  appropriation  for  library  use  is  the  dog  tax,  about 
$500,  and  $750  from  the  amount  raised  by  general  taxation. 

In  1890  the  library  was  moved,  from  the  cramped  quarters  which 
it  had  occupied  from  the  beginning,  to  two  spacious  rooms,  leased 
for  five  years,  in  the  substantial  block  erected  by  the  Abington 
Savings  Bank;  and  the  branch  library  at  North  Abington  was 
moved  to  a  commodious  room  in  Standish  Hall  block  in  that  vil- 
lage. In  these  buildings  the  library  and  its  branch  have  remained 
to  the  present  time. 

From  1884  to  1890  the  appropriation  was  $1,000  each  year,  ex- 
cept in  1888,  when  the  amount  appropriated  was  $500.  Since 
then  the  largest  amount  appropriated  has  been  $750.  The  library 
has  thus  been  wholly  supported  by  taxation,  and  its  use  has  been 
wholly  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  It  has  no  perma- 
nent fund. 

Nearly  half  of  the  books  in  the  library  have  been  received  by 
gift.  Thomas  J.  Hunt  and  Samuel  B.  Dyer  have  been  the  chief 
donors.  Mr.  Dyer,  in  successive  gifts  since  1880,  has  presented 
1,293  volumes  to  the  library,  and  is  its  leading  benefactor. 

The  present  number  of  card-holders  is  2,589.  Teacher  cards 
are  in  use,  to  render  the  library  more  useful  in  connection  with 
the  public  schools,  each  teacher  being  allowed  to  draw  thereon  six 
volumes,  and  retain  them  for  a  month  if  desired.  A  librarian 
and  an  assistant  are  employed  at  both  the  central  library  and  at 
the  branch,  at  an  annual  cost  of  about  $350. 

The  catalogue  printed  at  the  opening  of  the  library,  and  its 
fourteen  supplements,  serving  imperfectly  the  purpose  of  a  com- 
plete finding  list,  a  new  catalogue  was  published  in  1891,  embrac- 
ing all  the  volumes  in  the  central  library,  under  title,  author,  and 
in  great  part  subject  entries.  Three  supplements  have  since  been 
added.  A  card  catalogue,  completed  in  1887  and  continued  to 
date,  is  quite  full  of  subject  entries,  besides  being  a  complete 
guide  to  title  and  author.  The  volumes  at  the  branch  library 
were  catalc^ued  under  title  and  entries  in  1885,  and  the  catalogue 
printed ;  the  accessions  have  formed  seven  supplementary  lists. 
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The  central  library  is  open  Monday,  Taesday,  Thursday,  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  evenings,  from  6.30  to  8  o'clock ;  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  afternoons,  from  4  to  5.30,  —  in  all,  ten  and  one-half 
hours.  The  branch  library  is  open  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Sat- 
urday evenings,  from  6.30  to  8;  and  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afternoons,  from  3.30  to  6,  —  in  all,  nine  and  one-half  hours. 

The  citizens'  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  library  to  them- 
selves and  their  families  is  perhaps  best  manifested  by  their  gener-^ 
ous  appropriations  year  by  year.  The  scope  of  the  reading  has 
widened  from  year  to  year,  as  the  first  full  year  the  per  cent,  of 
fiction  drawn  was  79,  while  last  year  it  had  dropped  to  64.5  per 
cent.  This  fact  would  seem  to  manifest  a  growing  appreciation 
of  the  educational  value  of  the  library  and  of  its  resources  for 
improvement  as  well  as  for  pleasure. 

The  present  trustees  are  Alice  A.  Richardson,  Albert  Chamber- 
lin,  Henrietta  T.  Pratt,  George  A.  Beal,  Helen  A.  Gleason, 
Greorgiana  S.  Reed,  Frank  6.  Wheatley  and  Catherine  F.  Cough- 
Ian.  Alice  A.  Richardson  is  president  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
succeeding  Horace  A.  Wright,  the  first  president,  on  his  removal 
from  town  in  1892.  Albert  Chamberlin  succeeded  Jesse  H.  Jones 
as  vice-president  in  1882,  and  has  filled  that  office  since.  Hen- 
rietta T.  Pratt  is  secretary,  and  George  A.  Beal  has  been 
treasurer  from  the  founding  of  the  library.  Mary  Otis  Nash  is 
librarian  of  the  central  library  and  Sara  R.  Loud  of  the  branch 
library. 

Population,  1895,  4,207 ;  valuation,  $2,468,574 ;  volumes,  1898, 
11,673;  circulation,  18,190. 

ACTON. 

The  Acton  Memorial  Library  and  its  handsome  building  are  a 
gift  to  the  town  by  the  Hon.  William  A.  Wilde  of  Maiden,  a 
native  of  Acton.  It  was  dedicated  May  24,  1890,  with  addresses 
by  Hon.  John  D.  Long,  Governor  Brackett,  Hon.  E.  R.  Hoar  and 
others.  The  memorial  building  stands  on  the  main  street  of  the 
viUage,  nearly  opposite  the  revolutionary  monument,  and  is  a  sub- 
stantial structure  of  red  brick  and  brown  stone,  with  a  frontage  of 
sixty-six  and  one-half  feet  and  a  depth  of  thirty-two  and  one-half 
feet.  The  main  entrance,  approached  from  the  street  by  a  broad 
concrete  walk,  is  a  large  freestone  arch,  with  heavy  mouldings  and 
carved  spandrels.  Upon  either  side  of  these  are  the  memorial 
tablets,  containing  the  names  of  the  soldiers  of  Acton  in  the  civil 
war.  Upon  the  left  of  the  entrance  is  a  cosy  reading-room  sixteen 
by  twenty-five  feet,  the  walls  and  ceiling  of  which  are  tastefully 
decorated.    Above  the  open  brick  fire-place  is  a  tablet  with  the 
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following  iQscription :  *^  This  building  is  a  gift  to  his  native  town 
by  William  A.  Wilde,  A.D.  1889."  Directly  opposite  the  main 
entrance  is  the  trustees'  room,  thirteen  by  fifteen  feet.  Opening 
from  this  is  a  fireproof  vault,  the  use  of  which  the  donor  gives  to 
the  town  for  the  preservation  of  its  valuable  records.  At  the  right 
of  the  entrance  is  the  library  room  proper.  This  is  thirty-two 
and  one-half  feet  long,  twenty-four  and  one-half  feet  wide,  and 
twenty  feet  high,  with  suitable  alcoves  and  shelves  in  two  tiers, 
which  are  connected  by  galleries.  The  5,000  volumes  upon  the 
shelves  were  also  the  gift  of  Mr.  Wilde.  The  entire  capacity 
of  the  room  is  about  20,000  volumes.  The  building  is  finished 
in  hard  wood,  and  the  furnishings  are  specially  designed  for  it. 
The  expenditure  for  the  lot,  building  and  contents  was  about 
$30,000.  Mr.  Wilde  has  added  to  his  original  gift  a  fund  of 
$5,000  and  several  valuable  works  of  art. 

The  Acton  Memorial  Library  was  incorporated  by  chapter  52  of 
the  Acts  of  1890,  the  corporators  being  Luther  Conant,  Adelbert 
Mead,  Moses  Taylor,  Delette  Hall,  Hiram  Hapgood  and  D.  J. 
Wetherbee.  These  persons,  and  three  others  chosen  in  the  usual 
manner  by  the  town,  constitute  the  board  of  trustees.  The  cor- 
porators fill  the  vacancies  occurring  in  their  own  number.  The 
annual  cost  of  administration  is  $350.  The  town  appropriation 
is  $600. 

Delivery  stations  are  supported  at  West  Acton  and  South  Acton. 
Teachers  in  the  public  schools  are  allowed  to  take  as  many  books 
as  they  desire,  and  keep  them  one  month,  for  the  use  of  their 
scholars,  provided  the  books  are  upon  the  list  recommended  by 
the  superintendent  of  schools.  The  available  income  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  and  magazines  is  $400. 

The  trustees  elected  by  the  town  are  William  D.  Tuttle,  Charles 
J.  Williams  and  Lucius  A.  Hesselton.  The  librarian  is  Miss 
Viola  S.  Tuttle. 

Population,  1895, 1,978  ;  valuation,  $1,523,382  ;  volumes,  1898, 
6,249  ;  circulation,  7,866. 

ACUSHNBT. 

The  town  of  Acushnet  established  a  free  library  in  1896,  and 
received  from  the  State  $100  worth  of  books  selected  by  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission,  as  provided  in  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  1890.  The  library  was  opened  June  13.  The  town  annually 
appropriates  $50  for  library  expenses,  and  small  sums  are  some- 
times earned  by  entertainments  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The 
books  occupy  a  small  room  in  the  town  house,  and  are  accessible 
to  the  public  on  Wednesdays  for  three  hours.     They  have  nearly 
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all  been  received  by  gift,  the  principal  donors,  besides  the  State, 
being  Rev.  S.  B.  Frost,  Mrs.  Clement  Swift,  Rev.  £.  S.  Roas- 
maniere,  Capt.  George  J.  Parker,  Dr.  Fred  Neebett  and  Miss 
Emjlj  A.  Brownell.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1897.  A  branch 
has  been  established  at  the  village  of  Long  Plain,  where  books  are 
given  out  on  Friday  afternoons.  The  annual  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $50.  The  trustees  are :  Capt.  George  J.  Parker,  Mrs. 
Anna  Bradford  and  Miss  Emily  A.  Brownell.  The  librarians  are : 
Miss  Elsie  Collins  at  Long  Plain,  and  Miss  Florence  Manter  at 
Acushnet. 

Popnlation,  1895,  1,115;  valuation,  $652,855;  volumes,  1898, 
1,000;  circulation,  1,000. 

ADAMS. 

The  Adams  Public  Library  was  started  as  a  subscription  and 
assessment  library  in  1863,  and  was  maintained  with  varying 
success  until  1883.  Marbh  24,  1883,  the  Library  Association 
voted  to  give  its  books  to  the  town  of  Adams  for  a  free  library, 
providing  the  town  would  properly  maintain  it.  The  town  ac- 
cepted  the  gift,  and  an  annual  appropriation  of  $1,000  for  library 
expenses  was  made.  At  that  time  the  library  room  was  in  the 
town  hall  building,  and  there  were  about  1,300  books. 

In  May,  1890,  a  room  in  M.  C.  Richmond's  bloc^on  Centre  Street 
was  leased  for  the  library,  and  a  reading-room  was  furnished  in  con- 
nection with  it.  This  room  was  open  every  evening  from  6  to  9, 
and  the  appropriation  for  expenses  was  increased  to  $2,000.  In 
November,  1895,  the  library  and  reading-room  were  moved  to  the 
new  Armory  building  on  Park  Street. 

For  some  years  there  has  been  a  strong  feeling  that  the  library 
should  have  a  permanent  home.  As  Adams  had  never  erected  any 
memorial  to  its  citizens  who  served  in  the  civil  war,  the  plan  was 
conceived  of  erecting  a  library  building  which  should  serve  as  such 
memorial.  In  August,  1897,  the  town  voted  to  borrow  $40,000 
for  this  purpose,  and  a  committee  was  instructed  to  purchase  a  lot 
and^rect  a  building  according  to  plans  which  had  been  approved. 
The  comer-stone  was  laid  by  President  McKinley,  Sept.  25,  1897. 
The  building  is  of  buff  brick,  with  marble  trimmings.  The  first 
floor  is  for  the  library,  the  upper  floor  being  for  the  use  of  the 
6.  A.  R.  Post.  It  is  expected  that  eventually  the  whole  building 
will  be  given  up  to  the  library. 

No  delivery  stations  have  been  established  as  yet,  and  no  special 
arrangement  for  delivering  books  to  schools  has  been  made.  Chil- 
dren are  encouraged  to  come  to  the  library  for  help,  which  is 
cheerfully  given  so  far  as  the  material  at  hand  will  allow.  Espe- 
cial pains  is  also  taken  to  furnish  helpful  material  for  the  women's 
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reading  clubs.  All  borrowers  are  entitled  to  draw  two  books  at  a 
time,  one  fiction,  one  non-fiction.  Teachers  are  allowed  five  books 
at  a  time,  if  required  for  reference*  It  is  expected  that  the  new 
building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  the  early  summer. 

The  library  is  open  every  evening  from  6  to  9,  and  on  Satur- 
days from  1  to  9.    The  cost  of  administration  is  $475. 

The  board  of  trustees  consists  of  six  members,  chosen  by  the 
town,  and  it  is  constituted  at  present  as  follows :  Charles  F. 
Sayles,  Dr.  Chas.  W.  Burton,  Dr.  Daniel  E.  Thayer,  Henry  L. 
Harrington,  Charles  T.  Plunkett  and  J.  C.  Hull.  The  librarian  is 
Miss  Lucy  C.  Richmond ;  assistant,  Mrs.  Ellen  J.  Bucklin. 

Population,  1895,  7,837 ;  valuation,  $3,893,705  ;  volumes,  1898, 
8,103 ;  circulation,  23,897. 

AQAWAM. 

The  free  public  library  of  Agawam  was  opened  Oct.  9,  1891, 
the  town  having  accepted  the  statute  of  1890,  and  received  the 
State  bounty  of  $100  worth  of  books.  The  annual  appropriation 
for  library  support  is  the  refunded  dog  tax,  which  in  1897  was 
$252.92.  There  is  a  permanent  fund  of  $500,  a  bequest  to  the 
Feeding  Hills  branch  from  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Phelan,  the  income  of 
which,  about  $20,  is  available  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The 
main  library  is  kept  in  a  room  of  the  town  hall  building  at  Aga- 
wam, and  there  are  branches  at  Feeding  Hills  and  Mittineague, 
the  first  kept  in  the  town  house,  the  second  in  a  disused  school- 
room. The  collection  of  the  Young  People's  Unique  Association 
of  Feeding  Hills  has  been  incorporated  with  the  public  library. 
This  society,  organized  June  1,  1887,  had  acquired  269  volumes. 
The  three  librarians  serve  without  compensation.  The  library  is 
open  on  Fridays  from  3  to  5  p.m.  The  trustees  elect  are  three  in 
number :  Fred.  A.  Sykes,  S.  Newell  Smith  and  Henry  L.  Tower. 
The  librarians  are  S.  Newell  Smith  at  Feeding  Hills,  Miss  Julia 
E.  Tower  at  Mittineague,  and  Mrs.  Caroline  L.  Hayward  at 
Agawam. 

Population,  1895,  2,408  ;  valuation,  $1,356,958  ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,888 ;  circulation,  4,623. 

ALFOBD. 

The  Alford  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  Feb.  1,  1892,  re- 
ceiving from  the  State  as  a  foundation  $100  worth  of  books. 
The  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation  for  its  support  of  $25. 
It  is  kept  in  a  private  house,  and  is  open  on  Wednesdays  from 
2  to  5,  and  on  Saturdays  from  2  to  8  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of 
administration  is  $15.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1898.  Among 
generous  donors  of  books,  besides  the  State,  have  been  Miss  £. 
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P.  Sobier  of  Beverly,  James  H.  Edwards,  Walter  H.  TickDor, 
Rev.  J.  H.  Keep  and  the  Lancaster  Sunday  School  Society.  The 
management  is  by  trustees,  nine  in  number,  chosen  by  the  town : 
John  Lewis  Milligan,  Walter  H.  Ticknor,  William  R.  Burtiss, 
Frank  Kline,  James  H.  Edwards,  Mrs.  W.  L.  Kelsey,  Rev.  J. 
H.  Keep,  Miss  Almira  E.  Smith  and  Lester  T.  Osborne.  The 
librarian  is  Mrs.  George  A.  Ploss. 

Population,  1895,  280;  valuation,  $222,393;  volumes,  1898, 
617;  circulation,  214. 

AMBSBUBY. 

The  foundation  of  the  Amesbury  Public  Library  was  laid  in 
1856  through  the  generous  gift  of  several  hundred  volumes  by 
Joshua  Aubin  of  New  bury  port,  formerly  a  resident  of  Amesbury. 
This  donation  was  placed  under  the  management  of  trustees,  and 
an  association  was  formed  to  co-operate  with  them.  Gifts  of 
money  and  books  were  received  from  citizens  and  from  others 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  town  resident  elsewhere.  John 
Greenleaf  Whittier  was  a  prominent  donor,  and  in  1872  Gardner 
Brewer  of  Boston  gave  over  600  volumes.  At  first  the  library  had 
no  fund  for  its  support  and  no  aid  from  the  town,  and  the  use  of 
books  was  made  conditional  upon  the  payment  of  one  dollar  per 
year.  In  March,  1890,  the  trustees  gave  it  as  a  free  gift  to  the 
town,  providing  that  it  should  thereafter  be  free  to  all  the  towns- 
people. The  dog  tax  was  for  a  few  years  the  only  appropriation 
made  for  its  support ;  but  when  the  benefits  of  a.  free  library 
gained  more  general  appreciation,  the  sum  of  $600  was  annually 
added  to  the  dog  tax.  •  The  whole  appropriation  in  1897  was 
$1,219.89.     The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $400. 

The  original  trustees  were  appointed  for  life,  with  power  to  fill 
all  vacancies  which  might  occur  in  their  number ;  but  since  1890 
nine  trustees  have  been  elected  by  the  town  in  the  method  pre- 
scribed by  the  library  laws.  The  only  permanent  funds  for  the 
benefit  of  the  library  now  available  are  $200  left  by  Thomas  J. 
Clark  and  $100  left  by  George  Turner,  the  income  of  both  being 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books.  Mrs.  Hannah  C.  Hubbard, 
lately  deceased,  left  a  bequest  of  $5,000  for  a  building  fund,  and 
the  will  of  Jonathan  Wadleigh  contained  a  legacy  of  $500  for  the 
benefit  of  the  library.  Under  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1890  the 
library  received  in  September,  1897,  $100  worth  of  books  from 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission. 

The  Hamilton  corporation  and  its  predecessors  have  always  fur- 
nished rooms  for  the  library  free  of  rent,  and  it  is  now  located  in 
a  building  erected  for  the  purpose  in  1866,  upon  their  own  grounds, 
by  the  Salisbury  Woolen  Mills  Company.    The  first  catalogue  was 


14  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

printed  in  1866,  a  supplement  in  1890,  and  lists  of  accessions  are 
occasionally  issued.  The  library  is  open  Monday,  Wednesday, 
Friday  and  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings.  Teachers  of  the 
public  schools  are  allowed  all  the  books  they  desire  for  use  in  the 
school-room.  Everything  possible  is  done  to  encourage  the  people 
to  seek  information  at  the  library. 

The  present  trustees  are :  Hon.  George  W.  Gate,  chairman ; 
George  F.  Bagley,  Frederick  W.  Merrill,  E.  R.  Sibley,  Alexander 
M.  Huntington,  Dr.  John  A.  Fitz-Hugh,  Dr.  H.  G.  Leslie, 
William  H.  B.  Currier,  Edward  A.  Brown,  secretary.  Librarian, 
Miss  Alice  C.  Follansbee,  with  four  assistants. 

Population,  1895,  9,986 ;  valuation,  $5,222,635  ;  number  of  vol- 
umes, 1898,  8,470 ;  circulation  for  home  use,  80,787. 

AMHERST. 

Amherst  is  one  of  the  many  towns  which  had  a  subscription 
library  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Little  is  known  of  its  history, 
but  the  original  subscription  paper,  dated  in  1793,  is  still  pre- 
served. It  contains  seventeen  ^^  articles  of  agreement,"  embody- 
ing minute  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  library,  and  has  the 
signatures  of  thirty-three  subscribers,  each  of  whom  was  to  pay 
$2  on  joining  and  ^'  eighteen  pence  annually  for  the  term  of  three 
years."  This  library  was  established  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town,  and  was  kept  for  some  time  in  the  south-east  school-house. 
What  became  of  the  books  is  not  known.  One  of  them,  inscribed 
^^  Amherst  Library,  No.  23  "  (a  copy  of  Locke  on  Edacation),  is 
preserved  in  the  library  of  Amherst  College. 

For  some  years  after  1840  Amherst  had  flourishing  district 
school  libraries,  but  before  the  war  they  had  mostly  disappeared. 
About  1840  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  South  Amherst  estab- 
lished a  small  library  of  books  in  its  special  line.  In  1858  Am- 
herst fell  in  with  the  general  movement  for  agricultural  library 
associations,  and  a  library  of  this  sort  had  a  successful  existence 
for  a  few  years. 

In  1869  a  library  association  was  formed  in  North  Amherst, 
which  has  been  maintained  to  the  present  time.  In  1873  the 
library  was  made  free,  and  since  1874  has  received  one-fifth  of  the 
money  appropriated  by  the  town  for  public  libraries.  The  books 
were  kept  in  the  brick  school-house  until  in  1893  a  building  was 
erected,  at  a  cost,  all  told,  of  about  $2,500,  of  which  $500  was 
appropriated  by  the  town,  $700  was  given  by  Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Fisher, 
and  the  rest  made  up  by  private  contributions  and  the  proceeds  of 
various  entei*tainments.  This  library,  sometimes  spoken  of  as  a 
branch,  is  really  an  independent  institution.     It  is  open  Wednes- 
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days  from  2  to  5,  and  Satardays  from  2  to  5  and  from  6.30  to 
8.30  P.M.     The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $90. 

Not  only  in  North  Amherst  but  in  the  East  Street  district  the 
library  spirit  was  rife  before  it  affected  the  centre  of  the  town. 
About  1870,  under  the  special  direction  of  Mr.  C.  O.  Parmenter,  a 
fair  was  held  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  and  a  small  library  was 
started  from  its  proceeds.  Mr.  Herbert  B.  Adams,  a  native  of  the 
district  and  now  professor  of  history  in  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
but  then  a  student  in  Amherst  College,  bought  the  books,  and  did 
much  to  assist  the  young  enterprise.  In  1874  the  Amherst  Library 
Association  was  formed  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  Its  constitu- 
tion,  which  remains  unchanged,  provides  for  a  fee  of  $5  on  enter- 
ing the  association  and  $1  annually  thereafter.  The  town  was 
thoroughly  canvassed  for  members,  a  successful  fair  netted  about 
$600,  and  an  appropriation  of  $200  was  secured  from  the  town. 
Under  the  impulse  of  the  movement  the  East  Street  library  was 
turned  in  to  form  the  basis  of  the  new  collection ;  but  it  is  to  be 
remarked  that,  although  the  East  Street  district  is  barely  a  mile 
from  the  centre,  the  people  there  have  renewedly  felt  the  need  of 
a  local  library ;  and,  largely  through  the  efforts  and  assistance  of 
Prof.  H.  B.  Adams,  already  mentioned,  have  recently  gathered 
some  300  volumes,  which  are  kept  in  the  parish  house  of  the  East 
Street  Church,  and  freely  used  by  the  neighboring  people.  The 
library  at  the  centre  has  been  successful  from  the  beginning,  and 
has  had  always  a  generous  patronage,  increasing  with  the  in- 
crease in  the  library  and  its  facilities.  The  library  occupied  hired 
quarters  over  a  store  (where  it  was  slightly  damaged  by  fire  in 
1879)  until  1890,  when  it  was  removed  to  its  present  quarters  in 
the  new  town  hall.  The  town  has  made  an  annual  appropriation 
for  its  support,  rising  from  $200  at  first  to  $500  the  last  few  years, 
one-fifth  of  the  amount  going  to  the  North  Amherst  Library. 

Since  1891  the  library  has  derived  an  additional  income,  aver- 
aging $200  annually,  from  the  very  successful  '^  Union  Lecture 
Course,"  which  has  been  maintained  for  the  double  purpose  of 
providing  good  entertainments  and  adding  to  the  library.  The 
name  *^  Union  "  refers  to  the  union  of  town  and  gown  represented 
by  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  two  colleges  —  Amherst  and  the 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  —  with  the  town  people  in  the  estab- 
lishment and  furtherance  of  the  course.  On  condition  of  the  pro- 
ceeds going  to  the  libraries  (one-fifth  to  North  Amherst),  the 
coarse  is  given  free  use  of  the  town  hall,  readily  seating  800. 

The  library  is  kept  open  four  hours  on  Wednesday  and  six 
hoars  on  Saturday.  It  has  a  complete  card  catalogue  of  authors 
and  subjects.    The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $160.     Free 
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accefls  to  the  shelves  is  allowed  to  the  public  in  the  afternoon 
of  each  of  these  days,  and  is  highly  appreciated.  The  two-book 
system  is  in  use.  For  the  last  three  years  the  library  books  have 
been  systematically  distributed  through  the  schools,  under  the 
direction  of  the  town  superintendent,  and  the  teachers  have  done 
much  to  promote  an  intelligent  use  of  the  books  by  their  pupils. 

Beginning  in  1895,  the  town  has  paid  $5.0  annually  for  the 
weekly  transportation  of  library  books  to  the  south  part  of  the 
town,  which  is  equivalent  to  the  establishment  there  of  a  delivery 
station. 

The  only  considerable  gifts  made  to  libraries  in  Amherst,  be- 
sides that  of  Mrs.  Ellen  E.  Fisher  for  the  building  at  North  Am- 
herst, are  two  bequests,  of  $1,000  and  $250  respectively,  made  to 
the  library  at  the  centre  by  Mr.  Samuel  C.  Carter  and  Miss  Esther 
Cutler. 

In  the  matter  of  free  library  facilities  Amherst  is,  in  proportion 
to  population,  easily  first  among  towns  in  Massachusetts  or  in  the 
United  States.  Amherst  College  opens  its  excellent  library  of 
nearly  70,000  volumes  for  free  use  as  a  reference  library,  to  the 
people  of  the  town,  and  its  books  may  be  borrowed  by  any  person 
engaged  in  serious  study.  Its  well-stocked  reading-room  is  open 
thirteen  hours  daily.  The  library  of  the  State  College,  more 
strictly  scientific  in  its  character,  and  containing  19,000  volumes,  is 
also  entirely  available  for  reference.  Add  these  to  the  free  town 
libraries  of  over  10,000  volumes,  and  it  will  readily  be  believed 
that  nowhere  else  has  a  population  of  less  than  5,000  the  free  use 
of  books  to  such  an  extent.  Best  of  all,  the  circulation  of  25,000 
books  annually,  or  over  5  books  for  every  inhabitant,  shows  that 
the  people  of  the  town  are  appreciative  of  their  privileges. 

William  I.  Fletcher,  librarian  of  Amherst  College  Library,  is 
president  of  the  Amherst  Library  Association,  and  O.  G.  Couch 
secretary.  Walter  D.  Cowls  is  president  of  the  North  Amherst 
Library  Association.  The  librarian  at  Amherst  is  Miss  Genevieve 
S.  Cooley ;  at  North  Amherst,  Miss  Etta  Haskins. 

Population,  1895,  4,785  ;  valuation,  $3,317,623  ;  volumes,  1898, 
Amherst,  7,606 ;  North  Amherst,  2,300 ;  circulation,  Amherst, 
22,391;  North  Amherst,  2,500.* 

ANDOVBR. 

The  free  town  or  "Memorial  Hall"  Library  of  Andover  owes 
its  existence  to  the  thoughtfulness  and  munificence  of  Messrs.  John 
and  Peter  Smith  and  John  Dove,  supplemented  by  the  contribu- 

*  This  sketch  was  furnished  by  William  I.  Fletcher,  librarian  of  Amherst  College. 
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Gift  of  Mrs.  Eli^a  IV.  Fiild. 
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tions  of  other  citizens  of  Andover.  In  1870  John  Smith,  a 
wealthy  flax  manafactarer  of  Andover,  while  visiting  the  public 
library  in  Dresden,  was  impressed  with  the  value  of  such  an  iustita- 
tion  as  a  means  for  the  education  of  the  people,  and  then  conceived 
the  plan  of  founding  a  library  in  the  town  of  Andover,  which  should 
be  at  the  same  time  a  memorial  of  the  Andover  men  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  Rebellion.  He  authorized  his  son,  Joseph  W. 
Smith,  to  pledge  the  town  $25,000,  on  condition  that  an  equal  sum 
should  be  subscribed,  for  the  erection  of  a  building  and  provid- 
ing a  library.  To  this  sum  Peter  Smith  and  John  Dove,  his 
partners,  added  $12,000;  John  Byers  added  $3,000,  as  a  me- 
morial of  his  brother,  Peter  Smith  Byers,  first  principal  of  the 
Punchard  School;  Joseph  W.  Smith  donated  $1,000;  the  town 
voted  an  appropriation  of  $4,500  formerly  made  for  a  soldiers' 
monument ;  John  Smith  added  $8,000 ;  and  individual  gifts,  vary- 
ing from  hundreds  of  dollars  subscribed  by  prominent  citizens 
to  the  child's  gift  of  a  few  cents,  swelled  the  total  amount  to 
$62,949.70.  Of  this  amount,  $20,000  was  reserved  for  current 
expenses.  The  corner-stone  of  the  building  was  laid  Sept.  19, 
1871  ;  and  the  handsome  edifice,  built  of  brick  with  stone  trim- 
mings, and  completed  at  a  cost  of  about  $43,000,  was  dedicated 
and  opened  to  the  public  on  Memorial  Day,  May  30,  1873.  The 
present  amount  of  the  endowment  fund  of  the  library  is  about 
$40,000,  and  the  town  appropriates  the  amount  of  the  dog  tax, 
about  $600,  toward  its  support.  It  is  controlled  by  a  board  of 
seven  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  one'  each  year,  to  serve  for 
8€ven  years. 

A  catalogue  of  the  library  was  published  in  1874,  a  supplement 
io  1881,  and  bulletins  have  been  published  in  February  of  each 
year  since  1881 .  The  expenditures  for  the  past  year  were  $848.90 
for  books  and  $1,646.64  for  administration.  The  library  is  open 
for  the  delivery  of  books  every  week-day  throughout  the  year, 
except  days  allowed  by  the  board  as  holidays,  from  8.30  to  12 
A.M.,  and  from  3  to  5.30  and  from  7  to  9  p.m. 

In  1895  Mrs.  John  Byers  of  Andover,  daughter  of  Peter 
Smith,  one  of  the  original  benefactors  of  the  library,  presented 
it  with  a  complete  classified  card  catalogue.  In  1897  this  gift  was 
supplemented  by  the  offer  of  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Cobum  of  Boston, 
daughter  of  John  Smith,  the  originator  and  chief  founder  of 
Memorial  Hall,  to  provide  a  new  printed  catalogue.  This  is  now 
Id  press,  and  will  be  in  use  the  current  year,  arrangement  having 
been  made  to  furnish  every  family  in  the  town  with  a  copy  at  a 
nominal  price. 

A  bequest  made  by  the  late  John  Cornell,  long  a  member  of 
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the  board  of  trastees,  amounting  to  $10,000,  is  devoted  to  the 
purchase  and  care  of  works  of  art  and  articles  of  historical  inter- 
est. In  connection  with  this  fund  a  room  has  been  fitted  up, 
called  the  Cornell  Memorial  Room,  in  which  are  placed  the  dic- 
tionaries, encyclopaedias  and  other  reference  volumes,  about  700 
in  all,  of  which  a  separate  classified  list  was  published  in  the 
annual  town  report. 

Teachers  in  public  schools  are  granted  the  privilege  of  with- 
drawing (on  special  card)  books  suitable  for  use  of  their  classes, 
up  to  the  number  of  ten.  There  has  been  established  a  free  de- 
livery of  books  by  special  carrier  to  designated  depositaries  in 
four  school  districts  situated  in  remoter  parts  of  the  town.  This 
system  has  now  been  in  operation  four  years,  and  has  worked 
finely,  over  2,000  volumes  being  annually  thus  delivered  to  fami- 
lies who  otherwise  would  not  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of 
the  library.     The  library  building  is  lighted  by  an  electric  plant. 

The  present  board  of  trustees  consists  of  Joseph  W.  Smith, 
Francis  H.  Johnson,  Joseph  A.  Smart,  E.  Kendall  Jenkins, 
Rev.  C.  C.  Carpenter,  Geo.  W.  Foster,  Geo.  H.  Torr.  Ballard 
Holt  is  the  librarian. 

The  **  Bradlee  Library  "  at  Ballardvale  was  established  Jan.  1, 
1878,  by  the  late  Capt.  J.  Putnam  Bradlee  of  Boston,  owner  of 
the  Ballardvale  Mills,  for  the  free  use  of  his  operatives  and  their 
families.  Mr.  Bradlee  expended  more  than  $2,000  for  books,  and 
since  his  decease  the  library  has  received  frequent  donations  from 
his  sister,  the  late  Miss  Helen  C.  Bradlee  of  Boston.  It  has  am- 
ple and  commodious  accommodation  in  a  large  front  room  in  the 
house  of  the  superintendent  of  the  mill,  and  Howell  F.  Wilson  is 
the  librarian.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1886,  with  a  supple- 
ment in  1890.  It  is  controlled  by  the  trustees  of  the  estate  of 
the  late  J.  Putnam  Bradlee,  —  William  L.  Strong  and  Major  Wil- 
liam H.  Hodgkins. 

Population,  1895,  6,145 ;  valuation,  $5,214,481 ;  volumes,  An- 
dover,  1898,  14,491;  Ballardvale,  1,800;  circulation,  Andover, 
21,125;  Ballardvale,  2,000. 

ARLINGTON. 

The  free  library  of  Arlington  was  founded  in  1835,  when  the 
town  of  West  Cambridge  (now  Arlington)  received  9100,  under 
the  will  of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Learned  of  Hopkinton,  N.  H.,  to  found 
a  juvenile  library  for  the  use  of  the  public  school  children.  In 
1837  the  town  voted  to  make  an  annual  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  this  library,  on  condition  that  its  use  should  be  extended 
to  all  the  families  in  the  town ;  since  that  date  the  library  has 
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been  open  to  all  the  townspeople,  and  the  annual  town  appropria- 
tion has  been  continued. 

The  present  library  building,  completed  in  1892,  was  erected 
by  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  widow  of  Eli 
Bobbins,  in  memory  of  her  husband.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rob- 
bins  were  born  in  West  Cambridge.  The  cost  of  the  building  and 
furniture,  exclusive  of  the  land,  which  was  also  given  by  Mrs. 
Bobbins,  was  about  $150,000.  The  library  is  maintained  by  an 
annual  town  appropriation,  usually  $2,300  and  the  dog  tax,  by 
the  income  of  three  bequests,  one  of  $100  from  Dr.  Timothy 
Wellington  in  1858,  one  of  $10,000  from  Nathan  Pratt  in  1875, 
and  one  of  $5,000  from  Henry  Mott  in  1889,  and  by  the  income 
of  a  fund  of  $50,000  given  in  1892  by  Elbridge  Farmer,  a  brother 
of  Mrs.  Bobbins. 

The  library  early  absorbed  one  or  two  small  social  libraries, 
and  has  received  a  considerable  number  of  books  by  gift  from 
time  to  time.  It  has  no  special  collections,  although  books  relating 
to  the  town  and  neighborhood  are  obtained  so  far  as  practicable. 

The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  each  chosen 
for  a  three-years  term.  The  terms  expire  in  different  years,  so 
that  two  trustees  are  chosen  at  each  annual  town  meeting  in 
March.  The  librarian  and  two  assistants  are  regularly  employed ; 
others  are  engaged  as  needed,  at  the  hours  when  the  library  is 
most  used.  Ordinarily  about  $1,700  a  year  is  paid  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  librarian  and  assistants.  The  library  is  open  for  the 
delivery  of  books  from  1  to  6  p.m.  every  week-day,  remaining 
open  upon  Wednesday  until  8  p.m.,  and  Saturday  until  9  p.m. 
The  reading-room  is  open  during  the  above-named  hours,  and  also 
from  10  to  12  a.m.  and  7  to  9  p.m.  every  week-day,  and  from  2.30 
to  5.30  P.M.  every  Sunday.  There  is  a  reading-room  at  Arling- 
ton Heights,  open  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  from  1.30  to  6  and  7 
to  9  P.M.,  and  Thursdays  from  3  to  6  and  7  to  9  p.m.,  with  a 
delivery  of  books  to  and  from  the  library  twice  a  week. 

People  are  encouraged  to  ask  for  information,  and  it  is  the 
special  duty  of  the  assistant  in  the  reading-room  to  help  them 
to  find  the  books  that  will  answer  their  questions.  Beside  this 
individual  work,  the  plan  has  been  adopted  of  reserving  books  for 
special  purposes  and  placing  them  in  the  reading-room,  where 
they  may  be  freely  consulted  but  may  not  be  taken  away.  As  the 
reservation  ordinarily  continues  for  not  more  than  two  or  three 
weeks,  little  practical  inconvenience  is  caused  by  such  temporary 
withdrawals  of  books  from  circulation.  The  books  so  reserved  are 
either  upon  topics  of  general  interest  or  upon  subjects  as  to  which 
infonnation  is  desired  by  classes  in  school,  debating  clubs,  etc. 
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All  new  books  are  kept  in  the  reading-room  for  a  few  days  before 
they  are  placed  on  the  shelves,  in  order  that  the  public  may  exam- 
ine them,  and  so  keep  well-informed  as  to  additions.  The  last 
printed  catalogue  of  the  library  was  issued  in  1889.  Lists  of 
accessions  are  published  at  short  intervals  in  the  local  newspaper,  . 
and  a  consolidated  list  is  issued  annually.  The  library  has  a  good 
and  elaborate  card  catalogue.  A  new  printed  catalogue  is  now  in 
preparation. 

The  library  was  at  first  known  as  the  West  Cambridge  Juvenile 
Library.  Subsequently  it  was  called  the  Arlington  Public  Library, 
and  in  1892  the  town  voted  to  change  its  name  to  the  Robbins 
Library.  The  present  board  of  trustees  consists  of  E.  Nelson 
Blake,  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Bushnell,  Matthew  Rowe,  Frank  W.  Hodg- 
don,  Joseph  C.  Holmes  and  James  P.  Parmenter.  The  librarian 
is  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Newton. 

Population,  1895,  6,515  ;  valuation,  $8,627,557 ;  volumes,  1898, 
15,400 ;  circulation,  45,909. 

ASHBURNHAM. 

A  social  library  was  organized  in  Ashburnham  as  early  as  1793. 
The  shares  were  sold  for  $2  each,  and  small  assessments  made 
annually  afforded  means  for  the  purchase  of  new  books.  Among 
its  regulations  was  one  exacting  a  penalty  of  a  penny  for  every 
shilling  in  the  value  of  a  volume  for  each  drop  of  candle  grease 
falling  upon  it  while  in  a  borrower's  possession.  In  1833  this 
association  dissolved  and  the  collection  of  books  was  scattered. 
About  1850  the  Ladies'  Library  Association  was  organized,  and 
its  usefulness  did  not  cease  until  in  1884  its  books  were  given  to 
the  town  library. 

The  Ashburnham  Public  Library  was  established  by  a  vote  of 
the  town  in  1883,  accompanied  by  an  appropriation  of  $350.  It 
is  now  supported  partly  by  the  income  of  the  Wallace  fund,  about 
$60,  and  partly  by  the  refunded  dog  tax,  about  $150,  annually 
granted  for  library  support.  The  Stevens  library  buQding  was 
completed  in  1890,  at  a  cost  of  about  $10,000,  and  with  the  lot 
upon  which  it  stands  is  a  gift  to  the  town  from  George  F.  Stevens. 
It  is  built  of  pressed  brick  with  brown-stone  trimmings,  and  has  a 
granite  basement.  Its  capacity  is  10,000  volumes.  The  library 
is  open  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings.  The  vUlage  of  South 
Ashburnham  is  accommodated  by  a  branch  in  charge  of  an  assist- 
ant librarian.  A  catalogue  is  now  prepared  for  the  press.  The 
cost  of  administration  is  $250  per  annum. 

The  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  are  six  in  number :  Walter 
0.  Parker,  Walton  B.  Whitney,  Fred.  D.  Lane,  Mary  S.  Barrett, 
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Helen  M.  Greenwood,  Mrs.   W.  F.   Whitney.    The  librarian  is 
Miss  Lona  M.  Davis. 

Population,  1895,  2,148  ;  valaation,  $1,063,280 ;  volumes,  1898, 
8,012;  circulation,  7,375. 

ABHBY. 

The  Ashby  Town  Library  was  established  in  1874,  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  the  Rev.  George  S.  Shaw.  The  nucleus  of 
the  library  was  a  collection  of  books  formerly  belonging  to  the 
school-district  libraries  of  the  town.  A  catalogue  was  published 
in  1884,  with  annual  supplements  containing  the  additions  since 
that  date.  The  town's  appropriation  is  $100.  The  library  is  open 
on  Tuesday  and  Friday  afternoons  and  evenings. 

The  management  is  by  a  board  of  three  trustees,  elected  by  the 
town.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  private  house.  In  May,  1893, 
the  town  received  $100  worth  of  volumes  from  the  State,  under 
provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1892.  The  present  trustees  are 
Mrs.  Edwin  A.  Hubbard,  Harlow  R.  Foster  and  Dr.  Francis  D. 
Pope.  Henry  W.  Burr  is  librarian,  and  the  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  $35. 

Population,  1895,  804;  valuation,  $515,983;  volumes,  1898, 
1,870;  circulation,  1,750. 

ASHFIBLD. 

The  Ashfield  Library  Association  was  formed  in  1866,  through 
the  influence  of  Prof.  Charles  Eliot  Norton  and  Hon.  George 
William  Curtis,  summer  residents  of  the  town.  It  absorbed  the 
books  formerly  belonging  to  the  Second  Social  Library  of  Ash- 
field, the  formation  of  which  dated  back  to  1815 ;  and  these  vol- 
umes, with  liberal  donations  from  the  gentlemen  above  named, 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  library.  Mr.  Curtis,  from  1869  to 
1892,  the  year  of  his  death,  annually  gave  a  lecture  for  the  benefit 
of  the  library.  The  net  proceeds  of  these  lectures  was  over 
$1,000.  The  president  of  Clark  University,  Granville  Stanley 
Hall,  L.L.D.,  a  native  of  Ashfield,  has  since  the  death  of  Mr. 
Curtis  given  several  lectures  in  aid  of  the  institution. 

In  1867  a  legacy  of  $100  was  received  by  the  will  of  Addison 
Graves ;  in  1868,  $50  from  George  C.  Goodwin ;  Alonzo  Lilly 
gave  at  various  times  donations  of  $50,  and  in  1882  he  placed  in 
the  hands  of  three  trustees,  residents  of  Ashfield,  the  sum  of 
$1,500,  the  annual  income  of  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the  associa- 
tion. In  1886  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  library  associa- 
tion by  which  the  pupils  of  Sanderson  Academy  could  have  the 
use  of  the  books  for  reference  under  certain  regulations ;  and  in 
November,  1887,  an  arrangement  was  made  with  the  town  by 
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whicbf  on  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  annually,  the  library  is 
made  free  to  all  the  people.  In  1888  Mrs.  Eliza  W.  Field,  widow 
of  the  late  John  W.  Field  of  Philadelphia,  erected  a  wooden 
building  for  the  use  of  Sanderson  Academy  and  the  library,  at  a 
cost  of  $10,000,  to  be  known  as  ^^  Field  Memorial  Hall,"  in  honor 
of  her  husband.  The  library  has  been  removed  to  a  room  in  this 
building,  which  has  shelf  capacity  for  5,000  volumes. 

The  annual  appropriation  of  the  town  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library  is  $200,  and  the  other  sources  of  income  have  been  indi- 
cated above.  Catalogues  were  printed  in  1867  and  1888.  The 
teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools  are  freely  given  the  use  of  the 
library;  courses  of  books  are  recommended  for  each  branch  of 
study,  and  the  children  are  encouraged  to  use  the  best  books. 
The  management  of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  president  and  board 
of  five  directors,  chosen  annually  by  the  association.  The  annual 
cost  of  administration  is  $45.  The  library  is  open  on  Friday 
afternoons  from  2  until  5,  and  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings 
from  7  to  9.  It  occupies,  together  with  the  Field  Memorial  Hall, 
the  upper  story  of  the  building,  the  school  rooms  of  the  Sander- 
son Academy  and  the  Ashfield  High  School  using  the  floor  below. 
The  Memorial  Hall  is  separated  from  the  library  room  by  railing 
*only,  and  contains  pictures,  bronzes  and  cases  of  foreign  curiosities 
given  by  Mrs.  Field,  and  a  collection  of  local  mineralogical  and 
botanical  specimens  for  the  use  of  students.  In  the  library  are 
excellent  portraits  of  its  principal  benefactors,  —  Professor  Nor- 
ton, Mr.  Curtis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Field  and  Mr.  Lilly  Field.  The 
Curtis  Club,  a  literary  organization,  holds  its  weekly  meetings  in 
the  hall  during  the  winter  season. 

The  present  trustees  are :  Dr.  G.  B.  Fessenden,  president ; 
Frederick  G.  Howes,  secretary  and  treasurer ;  George  B.  Church, 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Ford,  Mrs.  Charles  Abbey  and  Allison  G.  Howes. 
Librarian,  Miss  Julia  A.  Williams. 

Population,  1895,  1,013 ;  valuation,  1895,  $508,436 ;  volumes, 
1898,  4,500;  circulation,  6,000. 

ASHLAND. 

The  first  steps  toward  the  establishment  of  the  Ashland  Public 
Library  were  taken  in  the  spring  of  1880,  when,  through  the 
effort  of  Mr.  G.  T.  Higley,  an  article  inserted  in  the  warrant  for 
the  annual  April  town  meeting  resulted  in  a  vote  authorizing  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  public  library  by  the  town 
under  the  statute  laws.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  raise 
funds,  and  the  plan  adopted  was  one  admirably  adapted  to  serve 
the  double  purpose  of  raising  the  needed  money  and  awakening  a 
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general  interest  in  the  public.  The  charches  and  all  other  public 
organizations  of  the  town  were  invited  to  provide  a  series  of  en- 
tertainments, each  organization  to  be  responsible  for  the  evening's 
entertainment  assigned  to  it ;  and  the  series,  which  was  in  every 
way  successful,  concluded  with  a  general  citizens'  entertainment 
in  the  town  hall.  Persons  of  all  ages  and  classes  were  interested 
in  the  proposed  library  by  this  means,  and  the  net  financial  result 
was  $250.  Following  closely  upon  these  entertainments,  and 
while  the  interest  thus  awakened  was  at  its  height,  subscription 
papers  were  circulated  among  the  citizens  and  former  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  and  the  whole  amount  of  money  raised  was  over 
$900.  At  the  March  town  meeting  in  1881  the  town  provided  a 
room  for  the  library  in  the  town  hall  building,  and  voted  to  appro- 
priate the  dog  tax  permanently  for  its  use.  The  annual  appropri- 
ation is  now  8500,  including  the  dog  tax.  Two  catalogues  have 
been  published,  the  last  in  1884,  and  annual  lists  of  accessions 
are  printed.  A  reading-room  has  recently  been  opened,  which  is 
well  patronized.  An  endeavor  is  made  to  aid  the  schools  by  pro- 
viding such  books  as  the  teachers  want,  and  allowing  extra  priv- 
ileges in  the  taking  of  books  from  the  library.  The  library  is 
open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  8  to  4.80  and  7  to  9 
P.M.     The  cost  of  administration  is  $100  per  annum. 

The  board  of  trustees  consists  of  six  members,  two  of  whom 
are  chosen  annually,  to  serve  for  three  years.  The  names  of  the 
present  trustees  are :  Charles  W.  Enslin,  George  T.  Higley, 
Gardner  C  Pierce,  Miss  Ella  F.  Wiggins,  Miss  Mary  S.  Poole 
and  John  Wenzel.     Miss  Ella  F.  Wiggins  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,090  ;  valuation,  $1,220,478  ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,000 ;  cu-culation,  8,075. 

ATHOL. 

Over  forty  years  ago  a  library  existed  in  the  Depot  Village ; 
but,  a  larger  organization  being  deemed  necessary  to  meet  the 
increasing  wants  of  a  growing  population,  the  Athol  Library  As- 
sociation was  formed  in  December,  1878,  with  the  Hon.  Charles 
Field  as  president.  Valuable  donations  of  books  were  received 
from  various  quarters,  and  the  library,  though  small,  soon  became 
nseful,  and  was  appreciated  by  the  people.  The  educational  in- 
fluence which  radiated  from  this  modest  collection  was  such 
that  within  five  years  the  public  sentiment  demanded  a  free  public 
library  ;  and  at  the  annual  town  meeting  in  April,  1882,  a  library 
committee  was  chosen.  The  Athol  Library  Association  made 
over  its  library  of  1,063  volumes  to  the  town,  the  town  made  an 
appropriation  of  $800  for  the  purchase  of  new  books,  and  the 
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free  pablic  library  of  Atbol  was  establisbed.  During  tbe  next 
year  1,020  books  were  delivered,  and  by  purchase  and  donation 
tbe  number  of  volumes  was  increased  to  1 ,420.  The  library  has 
no  building,  but  occupies  conveniently  located  rooms,  rented  for 
the  purpose.  These  have  become  inadequate  for  the  growing 
needs  of  a  town  library,  and  public  attention  has  been  often 
directed  to  the  lack  of  proper  accommodations.  The  annual  ap- 
propriation, which  for  several  years  was  $500,  grew  to  $1,000  in 
1894,  but  in  1897  and  1898  the  dog  tax  only,  about  $600,  was 
voted  for  library  support.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1894,  and 
annual  supplements  have  since  been  issued.  There  is  also  a  card 
catalogue.  The  library  contains  fairly  complete  files  of  two 
weekly  newspapers,  published  in  the  town,  and  special  effort  is 
being  made  to  secure  local  publications.  The  library  is  open  on 
Wednesday  from  2  to  5  p.m.,  and  on  Saturday  from  2  to  5  and 
from  7  to  9  p.m.  Mrs.  Mercie  S.  Doane,  who  was  formerly  libra- 
rian of  the  Athol  Library  Association,  has  been  the  librarian  since 
the  organization  of  the  library ;  and  the  annual  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  about  $237. 

The  management  of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of  six  trus- 
tees, chosen  by  the  town  in  the  usual  manner.  The  members  of 
the  present  board  are :  Rev.  Silas  W.  Sutton,  Lncian  Lord,  Lilley  B. 
Caswell,  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Smith,  Miss  Ellen  M.  Bigelow  and  Rev. 
Charles  J.  Shrimpton,  chairman. 

Population,  1895,  7,364;  valuation,  $3,752,054;  volumes,  1898, 
4,582;  circulation,  12,698. 

ATTLEBOBOUGH. 

The  Attleborough  Free  Public  Library  was  established  in  1885, 
and  supported  for  three  years  by  private  subscriptions.  The  town 
assumed  the  property  and  agreed  to  provide  for  its  maintenance 
in  1888.  About  2,000  volumes  were  given  to  the  town  by  the  old 
Free  Library  Association.  These  were  mainly  purchased  with 
money  contributed  by  citizens  of  the  town,  although  the  nucleus 
of  this  library  was  the  combination  of  two  older  circulating  libra- 
ries. The  library  is  now  wholly  supported  by  taxation,  and  the 
town  devotes  to  it  an  annual  appropriation  of  $1,800.  It  is  kept 
in  rooms  rented  for  the  purpose  in  a  centrally  located  business 
block.  Since  January,  1896,  the  library  has  been  open  daily  from 
3  until  9  o'clock  p.m.  During  the  past  year  a  radical  change  has 
been  made  in  its  administration.  Two  rooms  have  been  thrown 
into  one,  and  the  book  stacks  have  been  so  arranged  that  all  the 
shelves  are  open  to  the  public.  This  experiment  has  proved  very 
satisfactory ;  not  only  has  it  increased  the  circulation,  but  there 
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has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  reading. 
Books  of  history,  travel  and  science,  that  would  never  have  been 
chosen  from  their  titles  in  the  catalogue,  when  taken  from  the 
shelves  and  examined  prove  interesting  enough  to  be  taken  home. 
The  library  has  been  entirely  reclassified  according  to  the  Dewey 
system,  and  a  card  catalogue  is  now  being  prepared.  The  refer- 
ence department,  though  small,  is  im  constant  use,  and  special 
efifort  is  being  made  to  enlarge  it. 

Great  attention  \b  paid  to  the  establishment  of  a  close  relation- 
ship between  the  schools  and  the  library.  The  librarian  is  always 
glad  to  assist  pupils  in  their  researches,  and  is  ready  at  any  time 
to  furnish  lists  of  books  on  subjects  connected  with  their  work. 
Cards  are  given  to  all  children  old  enough  to  be  in  school,  and  the 
teachers  are  allowed  five  cards  to  be  used  in  connection  with  school 
work.  The  reading-room  is  much  frequented  ;  it  is  supplied  with 
the  daily  papers  and  most  of  the  leading  periodicals.  The  chil- 
dren's table  is  always  popular,  and  sometimes  will  hardly  accom- 
modate its  small  patrons.  The  patronage  of  the  library  is  increas- 
ing. Six  hundred  and  eighty  new  cards  were  issued  last  year. 
The  cost  of  administration  is  8782,  and  $386  is  paid  for  annual 
rent. 

There  are  nine  trustees  chosen  by  the  town,  three  of  whom  are 
ladies.  Everett  S.  Horton  is  president  and  Charles  S.  Holden 
secretary  and  treasurer.     Miss  Letitia  S.  Allen  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  8,288  ;  valuation,  $4,590,443  ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,500;  circulation,  30,031. 

AUBURN. 

Mr.  William  Craig,  who  died  in  1871,  bequeathed  to  the  town 
of  Auburn  $1,000,  on  condition  that  the  town  should  raise  an 
equal  sum,  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  establishment  and  mainten- 
ance of  a  free  public  library.  The  result  was  the  opening  of  the 
Auburn  Free  Public  Library  in  October,  1872.  It  then  contained 
200  volumes,  and  occupied  a  room  in  a  private  house.  The  in- 
come of  the  fund  of  $2,000  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books 
and  rebinding.  The  town  provides  a  room  for  the  library  in  the 
town  house,  and  pays  all  the  current  expenses  of  administration. 
William  Emerson  bequeathed  to  it  $200  for  the  purchase  of 
books;  Addison  Bancroft,  Hon.  George  W.  Childs  and  Daniel 
Rice  of  Philadelphia  gave  125  volumes,  and  Hon.  John  E.  Rus- 
sell of  Leicester  50  volumes,  these  being  the  principal  gifts  the 
library  has  received.  Teachers  of  the  public  schools  are  given 
special  facilities  for  the  use  of  books  in  their  schools  for  refer- 
ence.    A  catalogue  of  the  library  was  printed  in  1885,  and  writ- 
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ten  lists  of  new  books  are  posted  in  tfaie  library.  The  library  is 
open  Saturdays  from  1  to  8  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  about  835. 

The  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  general  law,  are :  Frank  M.  Weatherhead,  Miss  Mary  H. 
Perry  and  Mrs.  Anna  Pond.     Miss  Josie  E.  Prouty  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,598;  valuation,  $855,570;  volumes,  1898, 
2,200;  circulation,  1,567. 

AVON. 

The  town  of  Avon  voted  at  its  March  meeting  in  1892  to  accept 
the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890,  and  in  June  received 
$100  worth  of  books  from  the  State  for  the  founding  of  a  free 
library,  which  was  opened  for  public  use  November  26.  The 
town's  appropriation  for  library  support  is  the  refunded  dog  tax, 
about  $200,  and  $100  from  the  town  treasury.  The  cost  of  ad- 
ministration is  about  $95.  The  books  are  kept  in  two  rooms  of 
the  town  hall  building.  Lucius  Clapp,  Esq.,  of  Randolph,  for- 
merly of  Stoughton,  has  made  the  munificent  gift  of  $500  to  the 
Avon  Public  Library,  with  the  proviso  that  books  purchased  with 
the  money  shall  be  instructive  and  of  good  moral  tone,  and  that 
the  library  may  have  a  reading-room  open  to  the  public  a  few 
evenings  during  the  week.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturday  even- 
ings only,  from  4  to  9  o'clock.  A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1895, 
and  supplements  are  issued  as  needed. 

The  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  are :  Dr.  Silas  S.  Gifford, 
Thomas  J.  Feeney  and  Orville  C.  Stockwell.  The  librarian  is 
Harry  L.  Robinson. 

Population,  1895,  1,626;  valuation,  $748,573;  volumes,  1898, 
1,421 ;  circulation,  5,751. 

AYBB. 

In  1869  there  was  formed  in  the  village,  then  known  as  Groton 
Junction,  an  association  called  the  Literary  and  Musical  Club, 
having  for  its  aim  social  and  intellectual  culture.  March  28, 1871, 
this  association  voted  to  present  the  small  library  which  it  had 
collected  to  the  town  of  Ayer,  upon  condition  that  a  suitable  room 
should  be  provided  for  it  and  money  appropriated  for  its  care. 
The  town  at  its  April  meeting  accepted  the  trust,  and  raised  $100 
for  the  purchase  of  books.  At  the  same  time  Dr.  Benjamin  H. 
Hartwell  gave  $100  for  the  same  purpose.  Levi  Sherwin  was  the 
first  librarian,  and  he  kept  the  books  in  his  office,  at  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Pleasant  streets.  In  the  fire  of  1872  the  library  was 
destroyed,  only  about  70  volumes  being  saved ;  but  1 35  books 
were  at  once  bought,  and  the  library  reopened  in  the  drug  store  of 
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G.  C.  Brock.  In  April,  1873,  it  was  moved  to  the  music  rooms 
of  Edwin  H.  Hay  ward,  and  thence  to  the  post-office,  when  Leon- 
ard A.  Back,  then  postmaster,  acted  as  librarian.  In  1882  it 
found  a  home  in  the  town  house. 

In  the  spring  of  1890  Frederick  F.  Ayer,  Esq.,  of  New  York 
City,  a  son  of  Dr.  James  C.  Ayer,  in  whose  honor  the  town  was 
named,  gave  $5,000  to  the  town  for  the  purchase  of  books,  to 
which  the  town  added  $500  for  preparing  suitable  accommodations 
for  them  in  the  town  house.  The  same  liberal  benefactor  par- 
chased  a  lot  of  land  and  erected  upon  it  the  present  library  build- 
ing, completed  in  the  latter  part  of  1893.  This  structure  was 
designed  by  Alexander  8.  Jenney.  It  is  of  Indiana  limestone, 
sixty-three  by  forty  feet  in  plan,  has  accommodations  for  25,000 
volumes,  and  cost  about  $50,000.  It  was  dedicated  June  15, 
1894. 

The  town's  annual  appropriation  is  $700,  and  the  cost  of  admin- 
istration is  about  $250. 

The  Ayer  Library  is  managed  as  a  corporation  under  a  special 
act  passed  in  1894.  The  nine  trustees  are  all  residents  of  Ayer, 
and  three  of  them  are  elected  by  the  town.  The  other  six,  being 
named  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  are  empowered  to  fill  all  vacan- 
cies that  may  occur  in  their  number.  They  are:  Dr.  Benjamin 
H«  Hartwell,  Hon.  George  J.  Burns,  Levi  Wallace,  Patrick  Don- 
Ion,  William  U.  Sherwin,  John  H.  Whitcomb.  The  elected  trus- 
tees are:  John  E.  Parsons,  George  H.  Brown  and  Warren  H. 
Atwood.     The  librarian  is  Miss  May  M.  Fletcher. 

Population,  1895,  2,101 ;  valuation,  $1,382,221 ;  volumes,  1898, 
7,108;  circulation,  9,691. 

BARNSTABLE. 

The  Sturgis  Library  of  Barnstable  was  founded  in  1867  by  the 
late  Hon.  William  Sturgis,  a  prominent  Boston  merchant,  who 
was  a  native  of  Barnstable.  The  library  building  is  the  ancient 
house  in  which  the  founder  was  born,  adapted  for  the  purpose  by 
the  expenditure  of  about  $5,000  for  repairs  and  improvements. 
The  library  is  entirely  free  to  the  people  of  the  town,  and  is 
wholly  supported  by  a  fund  provided  by  the  founder,  the  principal 
of  which  now  amounts  to  $18,000,  and  the  annual  income,  about 
$700,  is  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  and  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  library.  The  sum  of  $883,  raised  by  a  general 
sabscription  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  library  in  Barn- 
stable, before  the  gift  of  Mr.  Sturgis,  was  merged  in  this  fund. 

Catalogues  were  printed  in  1877  and  1894,  and  there  is  a  card 
catalogue.     The  library  is  open  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Satur- 
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days  from  2  to  5  p.m.  Its  management  is  vested  in  a  board  of 
three  trustees,  under  the  deed  of  trust,  which  fills  its  vacancies, 
with  the  approval  of  the  judge  of  probate  for  Barnstable  County. 
The  present  trustees  are  :  Mrs.  Thornton  K.  Lothrop,  Edward  W. 
Hooper  and  John  Oakes  Shaw,  Jr.,  all  of  Boston.  Miss  Eliza- 
beth C.  Nye  is  librarian,  and  the  entire  expense  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trust  is  about  $300  per  year. 

The  Marston's  Mills  Library  is  not  connected  in  any  way  with 
the  Sturgis  Library,  and  receives  no  aid  from  the  town.  It  was 
founded  in  1880,  and  is  free  to  the  inhabitants  of  Marston's  Mills 
village  and  vicinity.  It  is  supported  by  contributions  of  patrons 
and  friends,  resident  and  non-resident,  and  occupies  a  wooden 
building  erected  for  it  at  a  cost  of  about  $425.  About  a  third 
part  of  its  books  have  been  given  by  Mrs.  H.  A.  Scudder  and 
others.  The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  three  trustees,  the 
present  member8^ being  Mrs.  Mary  Baxter,  Edward  H.  Fuller  and 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Backus.  It  is  open  one  afternoon  and  evening  each 
week  from  3  to  9  p.m.    The  librarian  is  Miss  Maud  Benson. 

A  library  has  been  supported  at  Cotuit  for  about  ten  years, 
which  is  free  to  the  people  of  that  village  and  neighborhood.  It 
was  incorporated  Sept.  7,  1894,  under  the  general  laws  relating  to 
corporations.  It  has  a  small  fund,  but  is  mainly  dependent  upon 
subscriptions  and  gifts.  It  occupies  a  small  wooden  building,  and 
is  open  on  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  6  to  8  p.m.,  and  during 
July  and  August  also  on  Wednesdays  for  the  same  hours.  The 
cost  of  administration  is  $75.  It  has  a  card  catalogue.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  association  managing  the  library  are :  Asa  F.  Bearse, 
Rev.  C.  Buck,  Prof.  Charles  E.  Fish,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Wesson,  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Morse  and  Mrs.  L.  Baker.  Miss  Adeline  F.  Bearse  is 
librarian. 

A  library  and  public  reading-room,  free  to  all  the  residents  of 
Hyannis,  was  established  Jan.  1,  1898,  and  is  supported  by  sub- 
scriptions and  money  derived  from  entertainments.  It  occupies  a 
large  room  in  the  building  of  the  Saturday  Night  Club,  and  is 
open  every  day  in  the  week  except  Sunday  from  2  to  5  and  from 
6.30  to  8  p.m.  It  has  a  printed  catalogue.  This  is  not  a  branch 
of  the  Sturgis  Library,  but  is  allowed  twenty- five  volumes  at  a 
time  from  that  institution  for  circulation  upon  paying  the  cost  of 
transportation,  and  these  may  be  kept  for  six  weeks.  The  annual 
cost  of  administration  is  about  $350.  The  managing  trustees  are : 
N.  B.  H.  Parker,  Thomas  Soule  and  H.  H.  Baker,  Jr.  The  libra- 
rian is  Miss  Stella  M.  Hallett. 

There  is  a  free  public  library  and  reading-room  in  the  village  of 
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Osterville,  sapported  entirely  by  contributions  and  the  proceeds  of 
entertainments.  It  was  established  in  1881,  being  opened  for  pub- 
lic use  December  30,  in  a  building  erected  for  it  at  a  cost,  includ- 
ing site,  of  $2,000.  The  reading-room  is  open  daily,  without  a 
keeper.  By  arrangement  with  the  Sturgis  Library  a  fortnightly 
supply  of  books  comes  to  Osterville  Library  for  distribution.  The 
average  annual  expenditure  has  been  about  $545,  of  which  about 
$520  was  for  books.  The  trustees  in  charge  are :  William  Lloyd 
Garrison  of  Boston,  treasurer ;  Charles  F.  Parker,  clerk ;  Mrs.  H. 
W.  Wellington  of  Newton,  Miss  Ella  Hill  of  Boston,  William 
Parker  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Ames.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Bertha 
Lovell ;  assistant,  Miss  Mary  L.  Crocker. 

The  village  of  Centreville  has  a  free  public  library  and  reading- 
room  independent  of  the  other  Barnstable  libraries.  It  is  chiefly 
supported  by  subscriptions,  and  occupies  a  wooden  building  erected 
for  it  in  1897  at  a  cost  of  $1,250.  It  is  open  on  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays  from  4  to  6  p.m.,  and  enjoys  the  same  privileges  from 
the  Sturgis  Library  that  are  accorded  the  Osterville  Library  Asso- 
ciation. The  managing  committee  are :  Mrs.  Ploomy  Lovel,  Mrs. 
Adelaide  Lembert  and  Miss  Belle  Childs.  Miss  Mabel  E.  Phinney 
18  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  4,055  ;  valuation,  $4,095,312 ;  volumes,  1898, 
Sturgis  Library,  13,156;  Marston's  Mills,  1,200;  Cotuit,  2,500; 
Hyannis,  1,450;  Osterville,  2,193;  Centreville,  900 ;  circulation, 
Sturgis,  8,976 ;  Marston's  Mills,  1,200;  Cotuit,  3,000;  Hyannis, 
3,500;  Osterville,  5,000;  Centreville,  1,800. 

B  ATtBri« 

The  Barre  Town  Library  was  founded  in  1857  by  a  bequest  of 
$500  from  Samuel  S.  Gates,  and  an  appropriation  of  the  same 
amount  from  the  town  treasury  made  in  compliance  with  a  condi- 
tion of  that  bequest.  About  ten  years  later  a  native  and  former 
citizen  of  Barre,  who  modestly  concealed  his  identity,  added  $1,000 
to  the  library  fund.  In  1885  the  Barre  Library  Association  was 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  permanent  building  for 
the  library,  which  had  been  located  sometimes  at  the  village  post- 
office,  sometimes  at  less  convenient  rooms.  This  association  was 
incorporated  under  chapter  105  of  the  Acts  of  1885,  which  was 
amended  by  chapter  186  of  the  Acts  of  1887.  It  is  authorized  to 
hold  property  to  the  amount  of  $50,000,  exclusive  of  books,  pa- 
pers, works  of  art  and  collections  in  its  museum.  It  holds  funds 
as  follows:  $1,700  belonging  to  the  town,  being  the  balance  of 
the  $2,000  mentioned  above ;  $5,000  received  from  a  general  sub- 
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Bcription,  being  gifts  of  varioas  sums,  from  fifteen  different  indi- 
viduals and  five  clubs  ;  $5,000,  a  gift  from  Henry  Woods  of  Bos- 
ton, a  native  of  Barre.  The  last,  by  request  of  the  donor,  is  called 
the  Edwin  Woods  fund,  being  a  memorial  to  a  brother.  There  is 
also  a  small  reading-room  fund  set  apart  for  the  purchase  of  peri- 
odicals. The  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation  of  $700  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  library. 

In  1887  Henry  Woods  erected  and  presented  to  the  association, 
to  be  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  town,  a  commodious  and 
handsome  building  of  brick  with  brown-stone  trimmings,  known 
as  the  Woods  Memorial  Building.  This,  completely  furnished 
with  book-cases,  steam  and  gas  fixtures,  etc.,  cost  over  $20,000. 
It  has  a  capacity  for  18,000  volumes,  rooms  for  library  adminis- 
tration, reading  and  study,  and  a  museum  and  lecture  hall. 

The  library  possesses  a  partial  file  of  local  newspapers,  a  very 
full  collection  of  the  printed  reports  of  town  oflScers  and  of  local 
corporations,  and  efforts  are  made  to  obtain  copies  of  everything 
published  relating  to  Barre's  annals.  It  has  absorbed  a  small  local 
agricultural  library  and  such  volumes  of  the  old  school-district 
libraries  as  were  worthy  of  preservation.  There  is  no  system  of 
branches  for  the  circulation  of  books,  but  teachers  of  district 
schools  are  allowed  to  borrow  as  many  volumes  as  they  wish  for 
distribution  among  their  pupils.  The  library  is  much  used  by  the 
school  children,  as  well  as  by  adults,  for  purposes  of  reference. 
A  bulletin  board  is  hung  in  the  main  room,  upon  which  matters  of 
interest  are  published  by  the  librarian.  The  well-stocked  reading- 
room  is  one  of  the  chief  attractions  of  the  library,  and  has  had 
about  eight  thousand  visitors  during  the  year.  The  fitting  up  of  a 
reading-room  especially  adapted  for  children  is  a  recent  undertak- 
ing, from  which  much  is  expected. 

The  late  Dr.  Lucius  T.  Billings,  who  died  in  1898,  bequeathed 
$1,000  to  the  association,  and  also  made  it  his  residuary  legatee. 

In  1895  the  library  was  classified  by  the  Cutter  system,  and  the 
following  year  a  catalogue,  with  author  and  subject  indexes,  was 
printed.  There  is  also  a  card  catalogue,  written  in  accordance 
with  the  Albany  library  school  rules,  with  some  modifications  adop- 
ted by  the  librarian.     Bulletins  of  accessions  are  issued  yearly. 

The  library  is  open  every  week-day  except  holidays,  both  after- 
noon and  evening.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees, 
elected  by  the  town  under  the  general  law  of  1888 ;  but  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Barre  Library  Association  expends  the  income  of 
the  Edwin  Woods  fund.  The  annual  expense  of  administration  is 
about  $500.  The  town's  trustees  are  :  Hon.  Thomas  P.  Root,  Mrs. 
Caroline  W.  Woods,  Dr.  George  A.  Brown,  Matthew  Walker, 
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Mrs.   Alice   M.  Hathorne  and  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Gaylord.     Miss 
Mary  £.  Lane  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,278  ;  valuation,  $1,505,878  ;  volumes,  1898, 
6,190 ;  circulation,  1897,  7,855. 

BBOKST. 

The  Becket  Athenaeum  completed  its  organization  as  a  corpora- 
tion, according  to  the  Public  Statutes  of  Massachusetts,  Jan.  7, 
1888.  According  to  its  opening  record  '^  it  originated  from  a 
filial  and  philanthropic  feeling.  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  wishing  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  her  father  and  mother,  Charles  O.  and 
Olive  C.  Perkins,  by  some  memorial  of  public  and  ever-acting 
beneficence,  and  at  the  same  time  to  remove  from  the  community 
a  source  of  evil  and  substitute  a  fountain  of  good,"  purchased  a 
piece  of  property  which  had  been  used  for  years  as  a  liquor  sa- 
loon, '^  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  it  to  a  corporation,  to  be 
held  in  perpetual  trust  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  weal." 
The  property  was  purchased  June  18,  1887,  for  the  sum  of  $400. 
To  raise  money  for  adapting  the  property  to  its  designed  object 
and  to  enlist  the  public  in  the  undertaking,  a  public  meeting  was 
held,  at  which  a  committee  was  chosen  to  solicit  contributions. 
A  ready  response  was  made,  and  the  estimated  need  of  about 
$300  was  obtained ;  and,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1887,  C.  E.  Ly- 
man, W.  D.  Ballon,  Alice  L.  Coates,  Emma  J.  Prentice,  F.  W. 
Cross,  Harriet  C.  Snow,  Blanche  Perkins  Alger  and  O.  S.  Willis 
entered  into  an  agreement  to  constitute  a  corporation  under  the 
above  title,  whose  purpose  should  be  ^'  to  establish  and  maintain  a 
library,  reading-room,  scientific,  antiquarian  and  art  museum,  and 
to  promote  education,  temperance,  morality,  good  citizenship  and 
the  general  welfare."  Still  further  gifts  toward  furnishing  the 
building  were  made  by  individuals  and  a  society  of  young  ladies. 
By  purchase  and  gift  from  many  homes  and  persons  a  library  of 
about  800  volumes,  together  with  minerals,  specimens  of  natural 
history  and  antiquarian  relics,  was  secured ;  and  the  institution 
formally  opened  Jan.  1,  1889.  Every  present  and  former  resi- 
dent has  been  requested  to  give  one  book,  or  more,  with  his  auto- 
graph and  date  of  residence,  and  to  contribute  whatever  else  can 
be  spared  from  home  collections  of  public  interest.  The  result 
has  been  very  gratifying.  From  the  first  there  was  united  with 
the  library  a  free  reading-room,  containing  a  goodly  number  of 
the  best  magazines  and  papers,  though  a  fee  of  one  dollar  a  year 
was  charged  for  the  use  of  the  library.  But,  upon  receiving  from 
Mr.  N.  W.  Harris  of  Chicago,  a  native  of  the  town,  an  offer  of 
a  collection  of  400  choice   books    and  of    $15   a  year  toward 
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current  expenses  if  the  fee  was  discontinued,  the  corporation 
began  the  year  1890  with  a  library  and  reading-room  free  to 
all  the  residents  of  Becket  and  Washington.  The  town  appropri- 
ated nothing  for  library  support  until  1896,  since  when  it  has 
annually  voted  $25.  Since  1890  Mr.  Harris  has  made  frequent 
contributions  of  books,  and  Lucian  Williams  of  Northampton, 
William  Birnie  of  Springfield  and  the  late  Charles  Bill  of  Spring- 
field have  been  generous  in  their  gifts  of  volumes.  The  library 
has  absorbed  a  small  association  library  and  the  remnants  of  the 
school-district  libraries.  Special  effort  is  made  to  interest  the  pu- 
pils of  the  public  schools  in  books,  and  to  furnish  them  all  possible 
aid.  The  library  is  open  every  Tuesday  and  Saturday  afternoon 
and  evening. 

Omri  S.  Willis  is  president  of  the  directors  of  the  corporation, 
Mary  A.  Church  clerk,  and  H.  Cerelia  Snow  treasurer.  Mrs.  Eliza 
Millard  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  888;  valuation,  $454,897;  volumes,  1898, 
1,700;  circulation,  1,050. 

BEDFORD. 

It  is  nearly  a  century  since  the  citizens  of  Bedford  were  first 
provided  with  a  library,  when  a  case  of  well-selected  volumes  was 
kept  open  to  all,  known  as  the  Bedford  Social  Library.  As  the 
records  of  the  town  furnish  no  evidence  of  the  institution  of  this 
library,  it  may  be  inferred  that  it  was  a  private  benefaction. 
Some  years  later  the  east  district  was  set  off  from  the  main  part 
of  the  town  for  school  purposes,  and  a  library  was  instituted  for 
the  people  in  that  locality.  Both  of  these  libraries  did  their  work, 
and  became  in  time  comparatively  useless,  save  as  relics  of  antiq- 
uity. About  the  year  1840  a  library  association  was  formed,  the 
par  value  of  a  share  being  five  dollars,  and  a  well-selected  collec- 
tion of  books  was  made  accessible  to  all  adults  by  the  payment  of 
a  nominal  fee  annually.  This  flourished  until  the  years  of  the 
civil  war,  when  the  interests  of  the  people  were  centred  in  pro- 
viding for  the  needs  of  the  field,  camp  and  hospital.  In  1876  the 
Bedford  Free  Public  Library  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
the  State,  and  the  association  library  was  given  as  a  nucleus  for 
the  new  enterprise.  The  incorporators  were  Henry  Shaw,  Charles 
A.  Corey,  Henry  Wood,  Mrs.  Jane  M.  Shaw,  Abram  E.  Brown, 
George  W.  Cass,  Joseph  H.  Goodwin,  Oliver  J.  Lane,  Eva  S.  Win- 
chester, Mrs.  Fannie  S.  Cutler,  Isaac  P.  Bacon  and  Thomas  Stiles. 

For  about  fifteen  years  the  books  were  kept  in  rooms  provided 
by  generous  citizens,  being  frequently  moved.  The  town  now 
provides  a  well-arranged  room  for  the  library ;  and  in  connection 
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with  it  a  good  reading-room,  which  is  provided  with  the  current 
magazines  and  other  appropriate  reading  matter. 

The  town  appropriates  for  library  support  the  dog  tax  annually, 
besides  a  small  sum  from  the  treasury,  about  $375  in  all.  The 
library  also  has  the  income  of  a  legacy  of  $2,500,  received  from 
Mrs.  Nancy  Hartwell,  a  resident  of  Bedford,  and  the  interest  of 
a  bequest  of  S500  from  Samuel  Davis.  The  library  is  open  two 
afternoons  and  evenings  of  each  week.  Especial  care  is  taken  to 
keep  it  in  touch  with  the  public  schools,  and  subject  bulletins  are 
posted  for  the  guidance  of  pupils.  There  is  a  good  catalogue, 
and  lists  of  accessions  are  issued  annually. 

The  trustees  elected  by  the  town  are  :  Charles  W.  Jenks,  Abram 
E.  Brown,  George  R.  Blinn  and  Francis  Rodman.  The  librarian 
is  Miss  Lottie  M.  Corey. 

Population,  1895,  1,169  ;  valuation,  $1,015,381  ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,588 ;  circulation,  6,544. 

BBIiCHBBTOWIT^. 

The  Clapp  Memorial  Library  of  Belchertown  was  founded  by  a 
bequest  of  $40,000  from  John  Francis  Clapp,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  public  library  in  his  native  town.  By  judicious  in- 
vestment the  trustees  increased  the  amount  to  $46,600,  and  under 
their  supervision  the  building  was  commenced  in  1883  and  com- 
pleted in  1887.  The  building  is  constructed  of  Longmeadow 
brown  stone,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a  Latin  cross,  one  hundred  and 
two  feet  in  length,  and  from  forty  to  fifty-five  feet  in  breadth, 
with  an  octagonal  tower  sixty-five  feet  in  height.  The  library 
and  reading-room  are  on  the  first  floor.  The  present  shelf  capac- 
ity is  about  10,000  volumes,  and  this  can  easily  be  increased  to 
20,000.  A  memorial  window  in  the  north  end  of  the  building  was 
presented  by  Mrs.  Susan  M.  D.  Bridgman,  in  memory  of  her 
husband,  Calvin  Bridgman,  an  early  benefactor  of  the  library ; 
another  at  the  south  end  commemorates  the  founder  of  the  library, 
John  Francis  Clapp,  and  was  the  gift  of  his  three  brothers.  The 
Clapp  Memorial  Library  was  incorporated  by  chapter  134  of  the 
Acts  of  1887.  The  board  of  management  consists  of  seven  per- 
sons, the  chairman  of  the  selectmen  of  Belchertown  being  ex  officio 
a  member.  The  library  absorbed  the  small  collections  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  the  local  agricultural  soci- 
ety. It  has  a  fund  of  $9,000,  the  income  of  which  is  available  for 
the  purchase  of  books.  This  was  created  by  the  following  be- 
quests :  from  John  Francis  Clapp,  $3,000 ;  Calvin  Bridgman, 
(4,000;  Amarilla  Bascom,  $2,000.  Since  1889  the  town  has 
appropriated  the  dog  tax  in  aid  of  the  library.    The  annual  ex- 
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peDBe  of  admiDistration  is  about  $400.  There  is  a  card  catalogae ; 
a  general  catalogae  was  printed  in  I8889  and  annual  supplements 
have  been  issued.  Each  patron  is  allowed  to  borrow  two  books  at 
a  time,  one  only  to  be  fiction,  and  the  public  is  given  every  facility 
possible  to  acquire  information.  Special  cards  are  issued  to  teach- 
ers and  students,  and  the  librarian  is  diligent  in  assisting  them  to 
such  information  as  the  library  affords  in  the  studies  they  are 
pursuing.  The  reading-room  is  supplied  with  the  leading  maga- 
zines, illustrated  and  daily  papers,  and  its  patrons  number  about 
two  hundred  per  month. 

The  library  is  open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  holidays,  from 
April  to  November,  between  the  hours  of  2  and  5  p.m.  ;  from  No- 
vember to  April  it  is  open  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  12  h.  to 
1  P.M.  and  from  2  to  4.80  p.u.  ;  and  on  Saturdays  from  12  m.  to 
4  P.M. ;  also  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  evenings  from  6.80  to  8.30. 

The  present  trustees  are  :  Everett  Clapp,  president ;  Mrs.  Maria 
D.  S.  Longley,  vice-president;  E.  L.  Clapp,  Dwigbt  P.  Clapp, 
Rev.  Payson  W.  Lyman,  Nathaniel  Dwight  and  the  chairman  of 
the  selectmen.     Librarian,  Miss  Lydia  A.  Barton. 

Population,  1895,  2,161;  valuation,  1895,  $859,606;  volumes, 
6,350 ;  circulation,  10,490. 

BBLLINGHAM. 

In  1894  the  town  of  Bellingbam  accepted  the  provisions  of  the 
library  act  of  1890,  and  was  aided  by  the  State  with  $100  worth 
of  books  as  the  foundation  of  a  free  library.  The  appropriation 
was  $25  in  1894,  in  which  year  the  library  was  opened,  and  has 
been  $75  annually  since.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  private  house. 
Besides  the  128  volumes  received  from  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission,  nearly  100  books  were  given  by  the  Bellingbam 
United  Library  Association.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1895. 
The  library  is  open  for  delivery  of  books  on  Tuesdays  from  7  to  8 
P.M.,  and  on  Saturdays  from  3  to  5.80  and  7  to  8  p.m.  There  are 
two  delivery  stations.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $20.  The 
trustees  chosen  by  the  town  in  prescribed  manner  are  six  in  num- 
ber, as  follows :  Henry  A.  Whitney,  Mrs.  Olive  Cook,  Mrs.  Alice 
A.  Burr,  Wesley  E.  Howes,  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Metcalf  and  Miss  Sara 
T.  Rockwood.     The  last  named  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,481;  valuation,  $686,967;  volumes,  1898, 
810;  circulation,  1,962. 

BELMONT. 

The  Belmont  Public  Library  was  established  by  a  vote  of  the 
town  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1868.    The  town  appointed  as  its 
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library  committee  the  chairman  of  the  school  committee,  the  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  selectmen,  the  two  settled  clergymen  of  the 
town,  ex  officio^  and  Mr.  David  Mack.  The  latter  gentleman  is 
fairly  entitled  to  the  honor  of  being  called  the  founder  of  the 
library,  as  it  was  under  his  leadership  that  a  subscription  of  up- 
wards of  one  thousand  dollars  was  raised  by  the  citizens  of  the 
town  ;  he  was  the  first  librarian,  and  prepared  the  first  annual  re- 
port of  the  committee,  in  1869.  The  town  appropriated  $200  this 
year  for  the  library,  expending  an  equal  amount  in  fitting  up  a 
room  in  the  high  school  building  for  its  occupancy.  The  number 
of  volumes  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  was  817,  of  which  667 
were  purchased,  118  were  taken  from  the  library  of  the  Farmers* 
Club,  and  the  remainder  were  donated  by  individuals.  No  further 
report  of  its  doings  was  ever  made  by  the  library  committee,  as 
such;  but  the  librarian,  Mr.  Mack,  made  a  written  statement, 
which  was  printed  in  the  town  report  each  year.  His  statement 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1871,  showed  that  the  library  con- 
tained 1,650  volumes ;  that  123  accounts  with  borrowers  had  been 
opened  during  the  year ;  and  that  3,550  volumes  had  been  taken 
out.  In  this  year  the  first  catalogue  was  printed.  For  1872  the 
report  showed  1,763  volumes,  148  accounts,  and  a  circulation  of 
4,894  volumes.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1873,  the  library 
was  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  board  of  trustees,  to  consist  of 
three  members,  serving  for  three  years,  one  of  the  number  retir- 
ing annually.  This  board  has  continued  till  the  present  time, 
and  now  consists  of  six  members,  elected  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  112  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  1889.  Until  1874 
accounts  were  opened  only  with  heads  of  families.  The  trustees 
decided  to  change  the  system,  and  charge  books  to  individuals; 
and  the  number  of  accounts  opened  during  the  year  under  the 
new  departure  was  374.  In  1876  Mr.  Mack  resigned  his  position 
on  account  of  failing  health,  and  Mr.  Walter  H.  Stone  was  elected 
librarian,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1883,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Mr.  Edward  W.  Brown,  who  held  office  until  1897, 
when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Soon  after  the  creation  of  the  board  of  trustees  enlarged  quar- 
ters for  the  library  became  an  acknowledged  necessity,  and  it  was 
removed  to  a  more  convenient  location  in  the  basement  of  the 
Unitarian  Church.  The  catalogue  of  1877  contained  the  names 
of  2,849  volumes,  arranged  alphabetically  by  title,  and  also  alpha- 
betically by  nam^  of  author.  In  1879  the  report  of  the  trustees 
contained  an  appeal  for  more  room,  to  accommodate  not  only  the 
books,  but  also  to  afford  better  opportunities  for  those  who  wished 
to  consult  them ;  and  the  suggestion  was  made  that  the  town  erect 
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its  own  library  building,  if  no  public-spinted  individual  came  for- 
ward to  provide  for  it.  This  appeal  was  renewed  the  following 
year.  In  1881  the  town  voted  unanimously  to  proceed  to  the 
erection  of  a  town  hall  and  public  library  building ;  and  in  the 
summer  of  1882,  upon  the  completion  and  dedication  of  this 
building,  the  library  entered  upon  the  occupancy  of  its  present 
quarters.  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  part  of  the  $45,000  ex- 
pended upon  the  town  hall  is  properly  chargeable  to  the  library, 
but  nearly  one  third  of  the  main  floor  is  devoted  to  it.  This  space 
is  separated  from  the  hall  by  a  corridor,  through  which  entrance 
is  had,  and  is  divided  into  three  apartments,  ^-  a  reading-room, 
a  waiting  room,  containing  the  librarian's  counter,  and  a  book 
room. 

The  library  has  nearly  outgrown  the  capacity  of  the  stack  room, 
and  larger  quarters  will  soon  be  needed.  Land  for  the  erection  of 
a  new  library  building  has  already  been  reserved  on  the  square 
containing  the  town  hall  and  the  new  high  school,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  within  a  few  years  the  library  will  have  new  quarters  of  ample 
size  and  with  every  convenience  for  its  growing  work. 

The  library  is  free  to  all  residents  of  the  town  of  fourteen  years 
of  age  or  over.  It  has  been  the  wish  of  the  trustees  to  encourage 
the  use  of  its  privileges  by  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools.  The 
principal  of  the  high  school  is  allowed  to  draw  as  many  books  as 
he  may  need  for  reference  or  for  the  use  of  pupils,  and  other  teach- 
ers may  draw  ten  books  each  for  the  same  purpose. 

Since  occupying  its  present  quarters  in  the  town  hall  until  the 
present  year  the  library  has  been  kept  open  on  two  afternoons  and 
evenings  of  each  week.  It  is  now  open  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays 
and  Saturdays  from  3  to  8.30  p.m.  For  some  years  the  reading 
room  was  opened  for  several  hours  Sunday  afternoons,  but,  as  the 
use  of  the  privilege  did  not  seem  sufficient  to  warrant  the  expense 
incurred,  the  practice  was  discontinued. 

A  branch  delivery  has  been  established  in  the  village  of  Waver- 
ley,  through  which,  last  year,  were  given  out  2,267  volumes. 

A  complete  catalogue  was  published  in  1884  and  supplements 
issued  in  1891  and  1896,  besides  which  annual  lists  have  been  pub- 
lished since  1884,  containing  the  titles  of  all  books  added  during 
the  preceding  year.  There  is  a  complete  card  catalogue  for  the 
use  of  the  librarian,  and  another  is  now  in  preparation  for  the  use 
of  the  public. 

The  appropriation  by  the  town  for  the  library  in  1897  was 
$1,041.68,  of  which  $241.68  consisted  of  the  proceeds  of  the  dog 
tax.    The  expenditures  for  the  same  year  were :  — 


BELMONT,  TOWN    HALL   AND    LIBRARY. 
Built  bf  tbi  loam. 


BERNAROSTON,   CUSHMAN    LIBRARY. 
Gifi  of  Hon.  HtHiy  W.  Cusbnun.     • 
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Books  and  periodicals, (487  97 

Librarian,  assistant  and  janitor,          .        .        .  396  00 

Gas  and  furniture, 93  49 

Insurance, 67  50 

Total,    .        .  ^ 11,044  96 

The  present  board  of  trustees,  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years, 
consists  of  J.  Varnum  Fletcher,  chairman,  who  has  served  continu- 
ously since  1873 ;  John  Murray  Brown,  since  1883 ;  Frederick 
Dodge,  since  1889  ;  Geo.  P.  Gilman,  since  1895 ;  Frank  Chandler, 
since  1896  ;  and  Miss  Margaret  Wrisley,  since  1897.  The  libra- 
rian is  Mrs.  Nellie  F.  McCabe. 

Population,  1895,  2,843  ;  valuation,  84,092,193  ;  volumes,  1898, 
9,882;  circulation,  14,167. 

BBRKLET. 

The  free  public  library  of  Berkley  was  opened  in  September, 
1893,  the  town  having  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  library  act 
of  1890,  and  received  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission 
$100  worth  of  books.  The  town  appropriates  for  its  support  $75 
annually.  It  occupies  a  room  in  the  town  hall  building,  and  is 
open  for  one  hour  on  Saturday  afternoons.  The  annual  cost  of 
administration  is  $25.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1896, 
and  accession  lists  are  published  as  needed.  Teachers  are  allowed 
special  privileges  in  taking  books  for  their  pupils. 

The  management  is  in  the  hands  of  three  trustees,  elected  by 
the  town  in  the  manner  specified  by  the  library  laws.  The  present 
members  of  the  board  are :  Charles  W.  Cook,  Joseph  Rowland 
and  William  H.  S.  Crane.     Miss  Julia  R.  Burt  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  955;  valuation,  $440,047;  volumes,  1898, 
726;  circulation,  1,000. 

BERLIN. 

At  the  creation  of  the  town  of  Berlin  from  Bolton  territory  in 
1784  one  bone  of  contention  was  the  division  of  a  social  library. 
Berlin's  share  of  this  is  known  to  have  been  in  existence  for  at 
least  forty  years  afterwards.  The  free  public  library  of  Berlin  was 
opened  July  11,  1891,  having  received  as  a  foundation  $100  worth 
of  books  from  the  State,  upon  acceptance  by  the  town  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  library  act  of  1890.  The  annual  appropriation 
made  by  the  town  is  $50  from  the  dog  tax.  The  library  receives 
annually  from  the  Joseph  Priest  fund  ($500)  about  $30.  The 
books  are  kept  in  the  selectmen's  room  of  the  town  hall  building. 
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and  the  public  have  access  to  them  on  Saturday  afternoons  and 
evenings,  and  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each 
month  for  one  hour.  The  South  Berlin  Union  Library,  estab- 
lished over  forty  years  ago,  and  supported  by  membership  fees, 
was  absorbed  by  the  free  library.  It  contained  380  well  selected 
volumes.  The  Berlin  Grange  contributed  $26.50  for  the  purchase 
of  Chambers'  Encyclopaedia;  Mrs.  Cordelia  Hastings  gave  8100 
to  be  expended  for  books;  and  Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Sohier  of 
Beverly,  Miss  H.  E.  Bigelow  of  Marlborough  and  others  aided 
the  library  by  valuable  donations.  The  annual  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $26.  Teachers  in  the  public  schools  are  allowed  to 
borrow  four  books  at  a  time.  The  first  librarian.  Miss  S.  I. 
Hastings,  was  killed  in  October,  1893,  by  being  thrown  from  a 
carriage,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  present  incumbent.  Miss  Mary 
M.  Babcock.  The  trustees,  elected  by  the  town  in  accordance 
with  the  general  laws,  are :  Frank  H.  Crossman,  Willis  Rice  and 
William  S.  Eager. 

Population,  1895,  897;  valuation,  $495,011;  volumes,  1898, 
1,022;  circulation,  1,407. 

BERNABDSTON. 

The  Cushman  Library,  Bernardston,  was  established  in  1862, 
through  the  munificence  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cushman,  a  resident 
of  the  town,  who  in  1851-52  was  lieutenant-governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts. He  erected  the  building,  a  neat  brick  structure  costing 
about  $2,000,  and  presented  it  to  the  town.  He  also  provided  a 
fund  for  the  purchase  of  books  from  year  to  year.  The  conditions 
of  this  presentation  were,  in  substance,  as  follows:  That  the 
library  should  forever  be  /rce  for  the  use  of  all  the  people  of  Ber- 
nardston ;  that  said  library  should  be  controlled  and  managed  by 
a  board  of  trustees  consisting  of  the  town  clerk,  school  committee 
and  selectmen  of  the  town,  the  principal  of  the  Powers  Institute, 
all  resident  clergymen  and  physicians  of  the  town,  and  twelve 
other  persons,  chosen  by  ballot  at  a  legal  meeting  of  the  town  of 
Bernardston ;  that  the  town  should  pay  for  the  services  of  a  com- 
petent librarian  year  by  year ;  keep  the  building  insured  and  pro- 
vide all  necessary  repairs ;  and  that  no  religious  sect,  political 
party  or  other  combination  should  ever  pervert  said  library  to  its 
own  particular  uses. 

The  library  is  annually  reinforced  from  the  income  of  the  Cush- 
man fund,  which  amounts  to  about  $250.  When  the  estate  shall 
have  reached  a  final  settlement,  the  income  will  be  greatly  in- 
creased. By  chapter  148  of  the  Acts  of  1894  the  Free  Public 
Library  Commission  was  authorized  to  extend  aid  to  the  Bernards- 
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ton  Free  Library,  and  early  in  1895  books  to  the  value  of  $100 
were  selected  and  delivered  to  it. 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1894,  and  bulletins  of  accessions  are 
issued  at  intervals  of  about  six  months.  The  library  is  open  on 
Wednesdays  from  8  to  5  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  from  6  to  8  p.m. 
It  has  absorbed  a  small  library  which  originally  belonged  to  an 
academical  society  and  the  remnants  of  the  old  school-district 
libraries.  Seventeen  periodicals,  mostly  monthly,  are  subscribed 
for,  and  are  loaned  in  the  same  manner  as  bound  volumes.  The 
experiment  is  now  being  tried  of  purchasing  sets  of  reading  books 
for  special  use  in  the  public  schools.  Teachers  and  pupils  are 
encouraged  to  seek  information  from  the  librarian.  The  town 
appropriates  about  885  annually  for  the  care  of  the  library.  Rev. 
David  U.  Strong  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  778;  valuation,  $419,256;  volumes,  6,000; 
circulation,  6,500. 

BEVERLY. 

The  Beverly  Social  Library  was  organized  in  January,  1802, 
with  thirtr-two  shares  at  $5  each,  and  in  1842  had  accumulated 
1 ,000  volumes.  A  Mechanics'  Association  also  acquired  a  valua- 
ble collection  of  books.  The  Beverly  Public  Library  was  estab- 
lished, upon  motion  of  the  Hon.  John  I.  Baker,  by  a  vote  of  the 
town  in  1851.  Twenty-five  hundred  dollars  was  then  raised  by 
sabscription,  and  $100  appropriated  by  the  town  for  library  sup- 
port. In  1860  the  appropriation  had  been  raised  to  $500 ;  in  1870, 
to  $1,000  ;  and  the  annual  appropriation  is  now  $3,000  and  one-half 
the  refunded  dog  tax,  about  $400.  The  library  occupies  rooms  pro- 
vided for  it  in  the  town  hall  building.  A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1890, 
and  another  went  to  the  printer  in  1898.  The  teachers  and  pupils 
of  the  public  schools  are  given  special  facilities  for  the  use  of  books. 

Three  branch  libraries  are  supported.  The  general  management 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  chosen  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  library  is  open  every  afternoon,  Sundays  and  holi- 
days excepted,  from  2  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  expenditure  is  about 
$2,500.  The  Hon.  John  I.  Baker,  first  mayor  of  the  city,  gave 
his  salary,  $500,  to  the  library. 

The  present  trustees  are :  William  R.  Driver,  chairman ;  Joseph 
D.  Tuck,  Edward  L.  Giddings,  George  E.  Woodbury,  Allan  W. 
Bennett,  Charles  L.  Dodge,  secretary;  John  S.  Baker,  Katharine 
P.  Loring  and  Elizabeth  P.  Sohier.  Mr.  Tuck  has  been  a  member 
of  the  board  from  the  founding  of  the  library.  Miss  Martha  P. 
Smith  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  11,806;  valuation,  $15,528,835;  volumes, 
1898,  20,528;  circulation,  46,264. 
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BIIiliBBIOA. 

Billerica's  free  library,  known  as  the  Bennett  Public  Library,  was 
founded  by  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett,  who  erected,  at  a  cost  of  89,000, 
a  suitable  building  for  the  purpose,  and  deeded  it  to  the  Bennett 
Library  Association  in  1880.  The  membership  fee  to  the  asso- 
ciates, to  whom  a  few  special  privileges  are  allowed,  is  one  dollar, 
but  all  citizens  are  given  the  free  use  of  the  library.  The  endow- 
ment fund  is  $8,000,  and  the  annual  expenditure  is  between  $500 
and  $600.  The  public  school  teachers  are  permitted  the  use  of  a 
large  number  of  books  for  reference  in  their  school  work,  and  the 
scholars  are  urged  to  ask  for  sources  of  information  from  the 
librarian.  The  town  contributes  nothing  for  the  support  of  the 
library. 

The  management  is  by  a  committee  chosen  annually  by  the  asso- 
ciation. Rev.  Minot  O.  Simons,  president.  Miss  Martha  Dodge, 
vice-president,  Herbert  A.  King,  treasurer,  S.  S.  Staley,  secre- 
tary, are  the  officials  for  1898.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Fannie  S. 
Paige. 

The  Talbot  Library  Association  of  Billerica  was  founded  in  the 
year  1880  by  Messrs.  C.  P.  Talbot  &  Co.,  now  the  Talbot  Mills, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  employees  directly  and  indirectly 
connected  with  their  woollen  mills  the  advantages  of  a  library  and 
reading-room.  Two  conveniently  arranged  rooms  in  the  second 
story  of  the  office  building  are  devoted  to  the  purpose.  The  asso- 
ciation consists  of  twenty-four  members,  elected  from  the  officers 
and  employees  of  the  Talbot  Mills,  and  the  direct  management  is 
in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  seven  directors.  There  are  about 
2,860  volumes  in  the  library  at  this  time,  and  a  wide  field  in  the 
various  branches  of  literature  is  covered.  The  reading-room  is 
well  supplied  with  daily  papers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals. 
The  library  is  more  largely  and  generally  patronized  than  the 
reading-room,  and,  while  in  a  library  of  this  kind  fiction  and 
books  of  a  light  literary  nature  would  naturally  be  most  popular, 
it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  historical  and  scientific  works  are 
widely  read.  Of  the  books  taken  from  the  library  during  the  last 
two  years,  the  different  branches  were  represented  as  follows : 
fiction,  46  per  cent,  of  the  total;  history,  19  per  cent. ;  science, 
10  per  cent. ;  poetry,  8  per  cent. ;  magazines  and  other  miscel- 
lany, 1 7  per  cent.  The  library  has  had  an  existence  of  seventeen 
years,  and  has  undoubtedly  exerted  a  decided  influence  for  good 
upon  the  whole  community.  While  it  is  practically  a  ^^  free 
library,"  a  nominal  fee  is  charged,  for  the  purpose  of  self-pro- 
tection against  irresponsible   persons.     The  subscribers   are  not 
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confined  to  the  employees  of  the  Talbot  Mills,  bat  represent  all 
trades  and  elements  of  the  town. 

Population,  1895,  2,577 ;  valuation,  $2,070,301 ;  Bennett  Li- 
brary, volumes,  4,000 ;  circulation,  6,334 ;  Talbot  Library,  vol- 
umes, 2,860 ;  circulation,  4,200. 


BLACKSTONB. 

The  Blackstone  Free  Public  Library  was  established  by  vote  of 
the  town  in  1888,  when  it  accepted  from  the  Blackstone  Athenseum 
and  Library  Association,  a  society  created  by  the  union  of  two 
rival  literary  associations  established  in  1855,  3,300  volumes,  upon 
the  condition  that  they  should  be  cared  for  and  kept  accessible  to 
the  public.  It  is  free  to  all  residents  of  the  town  over  fourteen 
years  of  age.  For  its  support  the  town  appropriates  the  dog  tax, 
which  usually  amounts  to  $400  or  more.  It  occupies  a  wooden 
building  belonging  to  the  Blackstone  Manufacturing  Company, 
built  as  early  as  1816,  for  religious  services.  For  this  a  nominal 
rent  of  one  dollar  per  annum  is  paid,  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  in- 
surance and  repairs.  A  dictionary  catalogue  was  printed  in  1891, 
and  the  list  of  additions  is  annually  given  in  the  town  reports. 
There  is  also  a  card  catalogue  of  additions.  Since  1894  the 
Dewey  system  of  classification  has  been  employed.  AH  books 
received  previous  to  that  year  are  catalogued  by  alcove,  shelf  and 
volume. 

Library  stations  have  been  established  in  two  outlying  villages, 
which  are  served  by  special  messengers,  twice  a  week  in  the  case 
of  one  and  once  a  week  in  the  other.  The  exchange  of  books  is 
effected  by  means  of  a  library  slip  ;  the  holder  of  the  card  indicat- 
ing upon  it  the  volume  wanted,  by  its  number,  and  the  books  being 
delivered  at  stores.  Special  cards  are  issued  to  teachers,  entitling 
them  to  books,  not  exceeding  five  in  all,  desired  for  use  in  the 
school-room  only.  The  library  is  much  used  by  pupils,  the 
reading  of  standard  literature  being  required  in  the  public  schools, 
and  the  librarian  striving  to  meet  all  reasonable  wants.  All  per- 
sons are  encouraged  to  seek  information  from  the  library,  and  its 
resources  are  cheerfully  made  available. 

The  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  from  2  to  6  p.m.,  and  on 
Saturdays  from  2  to  9  p.m.,  and  during  the  winter  season  on 
Thursdays  and  Fridays  from  2  to  5  p.m.  The  managing  board 
consists  of  nine  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the  usual  manner. 
The  annual  expense  of  administration  is  about  $300.  The  present 
trustees  are :  Wm.  McLoughlin,  Adrian  Scott,  Patrick  McCaflfrey 
George  E.  Taylor,  Lawrence  Boylan,  David  F.  Donnelly,  Andrew 
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Booth,  Joha  P.  Carroll  and  Ernest  E.  Thayer.     The  librarian  is 
William  A.  Cole. 

Population,  1895,  6,039  ;  valaation,  $2,622,505 ;  volames,  1898, 
5,862  ;  circulation,  5,763,  of  which  about  80  per  cent,  was  fiction. 

BLANDFOBD. 

Blandford  established  a  free  library  in  1891,  receiving  the  State 
aid  of  $100  worth  of  books,  as  provided  by  the  library  act  of  1890. 
About  700  volumes  have  been  given  by  various  donors,  and  the  old 
Blandford  Social  Library  has  been  absorbed  in  the  town  library. 
John  Addison  Porter  of  Washington,  D.  C,  gave  109  volumes  of 
the  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  handsomely  bound ;  Mrs.  T.  M.  Brown  of 
Springfleld  gave  the  bound  volumes  of  the  ^'  Independent"  from 
1873  to  1897 ;  and  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  Ct., 
and  her  son  added  valuable  volumes  to  the  library.  A  building 
of  cream-colored  Blandford  brick  was  erected  in  1892  by  Mrs. 
Porter,  at  a  cost  of  about  $8,000,  and  presented  to  the  town.  It 
was  designed  by  George  Keller,  who  was  the  architect  of  the  sol- 
diers' memorial  arch  at  Hartford  and  the  Garfield  memorial  tower 
at  Cleveland.  It  perpetuates  the  memory  of  her  son,  Edgar  Shef- 
field Porter,  deceased,  who  had,  in  his  visits  to  Blandford,  where 
his  mother  has  a  summer  residence,  spoken  feelingly  of  the  absence 
of  any  place  in  the  town  where  the  young  could  obtain  good  read- 
ing. Its  capacity  at  present  is  3,000  volumes.  A  reading-room, 
twenty  by  forty  feet,  is  connected  with  the  library,  which  is  open 
Tuesdays  and  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  from  7.30  to  9.30  p.m. 
Teachers  in  the  public  schools  are  allowed  five  books  at  a  time  for 
use  in  school  work,  with  the  privilege  of  retaining  them  four  weeks. 
A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1897.  The  annual  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  $150,  which  is  the  town's  appropriation,  there  being  no 
other  regular  source  of  income. 

The  management  is  by  three  trustees,  elected  for  three-year 
terms.  They  are :  WUliam  E.  Hinsdale,  Dr.  W.  H.  Deane  and 
Miss  Bertha  E.  Emmons.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Hattie  Parks 
Herrick. 

Population,  1895,  849;  valuation,  $452,922;  volumes,  1898, 
2,112;  circulation,  2,354. 

BOLTON. 

There  was  formerly  a  school-district  library  in  each  of  the  school 
districts  in  the  town  of  Bolton.  A  ladies'  social  library  and  an 
agricultural  and  mechanics'  library  also  existed  for  several  years. 
These  collections  contained  many  valuable  books,  and  were  useful  in 
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their  day ;  but,  in  order  to  meet  the  growing  necessity  for  a  pablio 
library  which  should  be  free  to  all  the  people,  the  town,  in  1856, 
TOted  to  fit  up  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  town  hall  building  for  a 
library  room ;  and  the  several  libraries  enumerated  above  were 
donated  to  the  town,  forming  the  nucleus  of  a  well-selected  li- 
brary. Since  1856  the  town  has  appropriated  from  $50  to  $100  a 
year  from  the  dog  fund  for  its  support,  and  it  still  occupies  a  room 
in  the  town  hall.  The  town  also  pays  for  the  fuel  and  lights  and 
the  salary  of  the  librarian.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1882  and 
another  in  1895.  The  library  is  open  Saturday  afternoon  and 
evening.  In  January,  1893,  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission, 
under  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1892,  chapter  255,  aided  the  Bol- 
ton Library  by  the  gift  of  SlOO  worth  of  books.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  $45  per  year.  The  library  is  managed  by  three 
trustees,  elected  by  the  town.  The  present  trustees  are  :  Andrew 
L.  Nourse,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Brigham  and  Aaron  R.  Powers,  who  are 
also  the  town's  school  committee.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Fidelia  C. 
Newton. 

Population,  1895,  797;  valuation,  $480,574;  volumes,  1898, 
3,500;  circulation,  2,630. 

BOSTON. 

Occasional  mention  of  a  '^  public  library"  is  found  in  the  Bos- 
ton town  records  and  other  documents  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
This  library  was  founded  upon  a  legacy  of  books  and  money  from 
the  estate  of  an  eccentric  merchant  tailor,  Capt.  Robert  Eeayne. 
It  was  in  charge  of  the  selectmen,  and  when  the  '^  new  Market 
House  "  was  built,  in  1658,  a  room  therein  was  assigned  it.  Of 
the  original  nucleus  of  the  collection  no  description  exists  save 
that  in  the  will  of  the  donor:  ''And  though  my  bookes  be  not 
many  nor  very  fitt  for  such  a  worke,  being  English  and  smale 
bookes,  yet  after  the  beginning  the  Lord  may  stir  up  some  others 
that  will  add  more  to  them,  and  helpe  to  carry  the  worke  on  by 
bookes  of  more  valew,  antiquity,  use  and  esteme."  There  is  evi- 
dence that  purchases  were  made  from  time  to  time  in  London, 
'^for  the  use  of  the  Library,"  and  in  1695  a  town  meeting  in- 
structed the  selectmen  to  recover  wherever  to  be  found  and  to  care 
for  ''  all  Bookes  and  other  things  belonging  to  the  Library."  It  is 
supposed  that  the  collection  was  burned  with  the  Market  House  in 
1747. 

It  will  be  impossible  to  give  a  detailed  description  of  the  present 
Boston  Public  Library,  —  the  crowning  institution  of  the  free  li- 
brary system  in  this  State  and  in  the  United  States.  Its  fame  is 
so  extensive  that  a  concise  sketch  of  its  growth  will  serve  the 
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present  parpose.  Between  1841  and  1847  varioas  steps  were 
taken  in  the  direction  of  the  formation  of  a  city  library ;  and  the 
nucleus  of  the  present  great  collection  was  a  gift  of  some  50  vol- 
umes from  the  city  of  Paris  in  1843,  through  M.  Vattemare,  a 
Frenchman,  who  inaugurated  with  great  enthusiasm  a  mission  to 
build  up  libraries  by  a  system  of  international  exchanges.  A 
joint  committee  of  the  city  council  on  a  library  was  first  appointed 
in  1847,  when  the  mayor,  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  offered  to  give 
the  city  $5,000  towards  a  public  library,  on  condition  that  $10,000 
additional  should  be  raised ;  but  neither  the  city  council  nor  the 
citizens  saw  fit  to  improve  the  opportunity.  The  Legislature 
passed  an  act,  March  12,  1848,  authorizing  the  city  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  public  library,  and  the  act  was  accepted  by  the 
city  April  3  of  the  same  year.  An  effort  to  secure  the  library  of 
the  Boston  Athenseum  for  the  foundation  of  the  public  library 
proved  unsuccessful ;  and  in  1849  the  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop 
gave  the  initial  volumes  from  individual  donors.  Other  gifts  at 
about  the  same  time  were  made  by  J.  D.  W.  Williams,  Hon.  S. 
A.  Eliot,  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  Dr.  J.  B.  McMahon  and  Ezra 
Weston.  Aug.  5,  1850,  the  Hon,  John  P.  Bigelow,  then  mayor 
of  the  city,  agreed  with  his  friends  that  the  sum  of  $1,000,  which 
had  been  raised  as  a  personal  testimonial  to  him,  should  go  toward 
the  library  fund ;  and  this  was  the  first  gift  of  money  the  library 
received.  A  few  days  later  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett  presented 
his  collection  of  the  public  documents  and  State  papers  of  the 
United  States,  numbering  upwards  of  1,000  volumes;  and  this, 
with  the  subsequent  accession  of  the  collection  of  the  Hon.  Josiah 
Quincy,  and  other  additions,  has  provided  the  library  with  what  is 
considered  the  best  set  of  these  documents  in  existence.  The  first 
board  of  trustees  was  constituted  May  24,  1852,  with  Edward 
Everett  as  president;  and  July  6  they  presented  a  preliminary 
report,  sketching  in  a  very  progressive  and  liberal  spirit  their  idea 
of  what  the  library  should  be.  This  report  was  drawn  by  Mr. 
George  Ticknor,  to  whose  interest  and  enthusiasm  the  substantial 
foundation  of  the  library  is  in  a  large  measure  due.  The  same 
year  James  Brown  gave  $500,  and  Samuel  Appleton  $1,000,  for 
the  purchase  of  books ;  and  October  1 ,  as  a  direct  result  of  the 
report,  Joshua  Bates  of  London,  banker,  a  native  of  Weymouth, 
offered  to  expend  $50,000  for  books  if  the  city  would  provide  a 
building.  Mr.  Bates  subsequently  gave  $50,000  worth  of  books 
in  addition  to  his  previous  gift.  Other  principal  gifts  or  bequests 
of  money  have  been :  Hon.  Jonathan  Phillips,  $30,000 ;  Arthur 
Scholfield,  $50,000 ;  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence,  $10,000 ;  Miss  Mary 
P.  Townsend,  $4,000;  Charlotte  Harris,  $10,000;  George  Tick- 
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nor,  $4,000 ;  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce,  $5,000 ;  Daniel  Treadwell, 
$10,700;  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  $2,000;  Samuel  Appleton, 
$1,000;  the  Franklin  Club,  $1,000;  Miss  Sally  I.  K.  Shepard, 
$1,000;  Thomas  B.  Harris,  $1,000;  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch,  $10,- 
000;  Joseph  Scholfield,  $11,766.77;  the  Papyrus  Club,  $1,000; 
Rev.  Caleb  Davis,  $1,000. 

The  library  was  opened  in  Mason  Street,  May  2,  1854,  with 
16,000  volumes.  In  1858  it  moved  to  Boylston  Street,  opposite 
the  Common,  owning  at  that  time  70,000  volumes.  The  new 
building  on  Copley  Square,  begun  in  1888,  was  opened  in  March, 
1895,  at  which  time  the  central  library  and  branches  contained 
over  600,000  volumes. 

The  library  ranks  in  the  ordinances  as  a  department  of  the  city 
government,  maintained  by  an  annual  appropriation  voted  out  of 
the  general  funds  of  the  city  by  the  city  council.  It  is  adminis- 
tered by  a  board  of  trustees,  the  members  of  which  serve  without 
pay,  five  in  number,  one  of  whom  is  appointed  annually  by  the 
mayor  for  a  term  of  five  years.  The  board  is,  however,  separately 
incorporated  and  empowered  to  take  and  hold  property. 

To  private  beneficence  the  library  owes  a  large  part  of  its  repu- 
tation. A  succession  of  important  gifts,  beginning  at  the  founda- 
tion with  donations  from  many  of  the  most  distinguished  citizens 
of  Boston,  established  the  institution  almost  immediately  on  a 
scholarly  basis.  The  donation  of  Joshua  Bates  in  1852  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  gift  and  bequest  of  many  important  collections  of 
books,  among  the  more  valuable  of  which  are  the  following :  — 

The  Bowditch  library  of  books  in  mathematics  and  astronomy, 
the  bequest  of  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  supplemented  by  gifts  and  a 
bequest  from  J.  Ingersoll  Bowditch. 

The  library  of  Theodore  Parker,  at  the  time  of  bequest  one  of 
the  largest  private  libraries  in  America. 

The  Ticknor  library  of  books  in  Spanish  and  Portuguese  litera- 
ture, bequeathed  by  George  Ticknor. 

The  Prince  library  of  early  Americana,  books  and  manuscripts, 
given  in  custody  to  this  library  by  the  owners,  the  deacons  of  the 
Old  South  Church. 

The  Barton  library  of  Shakespearean  and  Elizabethan  literature, 
one  of  the  most  valuable  collections  of  Shakespeareana  in  the  world. 

The  John  A.  Lewis  library  of  Americana,  given  by  Mrs.  John 
A.  Lewis. 

The  library  of  John  Adams,  placed  here  on  deposit. 

The  Allen  A.  Brown  library  of  music,  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  collections  of  music  and  books  about  music  in  America,  given 
by  Allen  A.  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Boston. 
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The  Chamberlain  collection  of  autographs  and  extra-illustrated 
books,  the  gift  of  Hon.  Mellen  Chamberlain,  formerly  librarian  of 
the  library. 

The  memorial  library  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  of  Massachu- 
setts Volunteer  Infantry,  of  books  relating  mainly  to  the  civil 
war. 

The  Thayer  library,  of  books  in  history  and  biography,  extra- 
illustrated  with  several  thousand  portraits;  the  bequest  of  Eliza 
Mary  Thayer,  supplemented  by  her  sisters. 

The  Franklin  library  of  books  written  or  printed  by  Franklin, 
and  books  about  him  ;  given,  together  with  a  fund  for  additions, 
by  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green. 

The  Galatea  collection  of  books  relating  to  the  history  of 
woman,  the  gift  of  Col.  Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson. 

The  Codman  collection  of  books  relating  to  landscape  archi- 
tecture, the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  M.  Codman,  in  memory 
of  their  sons,  Henry  S.  and  Philip  Codman. 

The  library  has  also  received  endowments  in  money,  at  the 
present  time  aggregating  $265,000,  the  interest  of  which  is  de- 
voted to  the  purchase  of  books.  Among  the  most  important  of 
recent  donations  of  money  are  the  gift  of  William  C.  Todd,  Esq., 
of  Atkinson,  N.  H.,  of  $50,000,  for  the  support  of  a  newspaper 
reading  room ;  $10,000  from  Miss  Victorine  T.  Artz  of  Chicago, 
for  the  foundation  of  a  Longfellow  memorial  collection  of  books 
in  belles-lettres;  and  a  bequest  from  John  C.  Paige  of  Boston, 
consisting  of  the  residue  and  remainder  of  his  estate  after  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  legacies  and  a  life  interest. 

The  Commonwealth  gave  to  the  city  over  one-half  of  the  land 
on  which  the  library  stands.  Undoubtedly  the  beauty  of  the  new 
building  has  invited  donations  which,  it  is  estimated,  amount  at 
the  present  time  to  one-twelfth  the  cost  of  the  building. 

The  library  system  consists  of  the  central  library,  in  Copley 
Square;  ten  branch  libraries,  with  independent  collections  of 
books ;  seventeen  stations,  of  which  eleven  contain  deposits  of 
books  from  the  central  library,  five  contain  deposits,  reference 
books  and  periodicals,  and  are  classed  as  reading-rooms,  and  one 
is  a  delivery  station.  Excluding  the  seventeen  stations,  there 
were  on  Feb.  1,  1898,  in  the  central  library  and  branches,  includ- 
ing the  evening  and  Sunday  service,  269  employees. 

Between  the  central  library  and  these  twenty-seven  outlying 
stations,  by  library  wagons  and  local  expresses,  there  is  a  daily  ex- 
change of  books  and  cards,  whereby  persons  living  in  outlying 
districts  can  draw  books  from  the  central  library  without  the 
necessity  of  coming  in  person.     The  delivery  or  deposit  of  books 
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is  also  undertaken  in  foar  schools,  two  reformatory  institutions 
and  twenty-two  fire-company  houses. 

On  requisition  from  other  libraries  in  New  England,  and  particu- 
larly in  Massachusetts,  the  library  is  glad  from  time  to  time  to  loan 
books  wanted  for  purposes  of  serious  research,  which  are  out  of 
the  ordinary  course  for  the  library  making  the  application  to  buy, 
provided  these  can  safely  be  transmitted,  and  are  not  at  the  time 
required  by  local  readers. 

The  central  library  isopen  for  the  reading  and  circulation  of 
books  every  day  in  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  four  legal  holi- 
days, from  9  A.M.  to  10  p.m.  in  winter ;  to  9  p.m.  in  summer ;  from 
2  to  10  P.M.  on  Sundays  and  holidays. 

Following  are  the  principal  departments  of  the  central  library : 
Bates  Hail,  the  main  reading-room,  contains  on  open  shelves  some 
8,000  volumes  for  reference  and  reading.  Including  these,  there 
are  in  all  some  50,000  books  on  open  shelves  in  the  library.  The 
main  collection  is  in  stacks  on  six  floors,  not  open  to  the  public. 
From  these  stacks,  however,  readers  in  Bates  Hall  may  receive 
their  books  in  from  five  to  eight  minutes,  without  leaving  their 
places  except  to  consult  the  card  catalogue.  There  are  accommo- 
dations in  this  hall  for  275  readers,  in  the  building  as  a  whole  for 
nearly  1,000,  and  in  the  system  for  about  2,000.  In  this  hall  are 
two  stations,  from  which  attendants  undertake  to  direct  inquirers 
and  supply  information ;  and  throughout  the  library  attendants  in 
particular  departments  are  expected  to  supply  information  con- 
cerning the  material  which  they  have  in  charge.  At  the  station  in 
connection  with  the  card  catalogue  personal  assistance  is  ofifered  to 
students  and  readers,  and  the  resources  of  the  library  in  particular 
directions  indicated.  This  catalogue  is  the  main  index  to  the 
books  of  the  library.  It  contains  nearly  1,000,000  cards  arranged 
as  a  dictionary,  with  authors  and  subjects  in  one  alphabet,  and  a 
great  number  of  cross-references.  The  various  publications  of 
the  library  are  for  distribution  and  sale  at  the  central  desk  in 
this  hall.  The  monthly  bulletin  of  new  books  and  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  library  are,  among  others,  for  free  distribution.  For 
sale  are  the  following :  The  annual  list  of  books,  compiled  from 
the  monthly  bulletins ;  the  former  bulletins  of  the  library,  issued 
quarterly,  containing  lists  of  books  on  special  subjects,  fac  similes, 
etc. ;  the  list  of  periodicals  in  libraries  of  Boston  and  vicinity ; 
fiction  lists;  lists  of  children's  books,  certain  special  biblio- 
graphies, catalogues  of  the  special  collections,  and  others. 

In  the  special  libraries  are  the  majority  of  the  rarer  and  more 
valuable  books,  especially  those  collections  which  may  be  used 
only  in  the  library  building.     Students  of  the  fine  and  industrial 
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arts,  and  readers  engaged  in  special  study,  are,  as  a  rule,  referred 
to  this  department.  Here,  also,  classes  pursuing  systematic  study 
in  history,  fine  arts,  etc.,  as  well  as  travel  clubs,  are  encouraged 
to  apply  for  special  assistance  in  the  way  of  illustrated  books, 
portfolios  and  photographs ;  and  students  of  design  are  permitted 
to  make  tracings  from  plates,  to  copy  in  colors,  etc.  The  fine 
arts  room,  in  this  department,  is  used  for  exhibitions  of  books, 
photographs  and  plates,  and  free  lectures  in  connection  with  ex- 
hibitions of  such  material  are  given  from  time  to  time.  The  col- 
lection of  photographs  of  architecture,  sculpture  and  painting  has 
already  reached  nearly  10,000. 

The  room  for  younger  readers  contains  some  5,000  volumes  on 
open  shelves.  These  are  for  consultation  in  the  room,  or  for 
issue,  as  from  the  stacks,  for  circulation.  A  collection  of  60  solar 
prints  of  architecture,  sculpture  and  painting  is  hung  in  this  room, 
in  connection  with  which,  also,  maps  and  other  material  illustra- 
tive of  current  events  are  placed  on  exhibition.  The  newspaper 
reading-room  contains  over  800  papers  from  the  principal  cities  of 
the  world.  In  the  periodical  room  there  are  some  630  periodicals 
on  tables  for  consultation  and  589  more  in  drawer  files.  The 
patent  room  contains  nearly  7,000  volumes  of  specifications  of 
patents  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  Germany,  France, 
Belgium,  Canada  and  Australia. 

The  library  bindery  employs  17  men  and  women,  and  does  all 
the  bookbinding,  mounting  of  maps,  etc.,  of  the  institution,  with 
the  exception  of  the  cheapest  grade  of  binding.  The  printing 
department  contains  a  small  but  complete  modern  plant,  including 
two  Mergenthaler  *'  Linotype"  machines,  as  well  as  fonts  of  hand 
type,  a  Hoe  stop  cylinder  press,  two  job  presses,  etc.  The  depart- 
ment prints  all  the  publications  of  the  library,  catalogue  cards  for 
the  central  library  and  branches,  various  blanks  in  use,  station- 
ery, etc. 

Cards  allowing  the  use  of  two  books,  without  restriction  as  to 
class,  for  two  weeks,  are  issued  to  all  residents  of  Boston  over 
twelve  years  of  age,  with  no  further  attendant  delay  than  is  in- 
volved in  identification.  No  guaranty  is  asked,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  sojourner ;  merely  a  reference  to  another  resident,  for 
convenience  in  certain  contingencies.  For  reading  and  reference 
the  library  is  free  for  all  without  formality.  Special  cards  for 
more  extended  privileges  are  issued  to  clergymen  oflSciating  in  the 
city,  and  to  teachers  giving  instruction  in  Boston  institutions  of 
learning;  a  special  card  is  also  issued  in  certain  cases  by  the 
trustees. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  49 


Statistics,  Feb.  1, 1898. 
Books : — 

Central  library,  528,079 

Branches  and  stations, ......  170,809 

Total, 698,888 

The  independent  collections  in  the  branches, 
comprising  standard  reference  works  as  well 
as  books  for  reading,  range  from  4,153  vol- 
umes in  the  West  Roxbury  branch  to  33,551 
in  the  Roxbury  branch. 

Books  added  in  1897 41,116 

Card-holders  having  the  right  to  draw  books 
for  home  use,  Feb.  1,  1898,       ....  64,978 

Books  issued  in  1897  for  home  use,     .        .        .  1,199,658 

Of  reference  use  no  adequate  statistics  are  kept. 

Income,  1897 :  — 

From  city, $261,000  00 

From  endowments, 11,000  00 

Total $262,000  00 

Expenditure,  1897 :  — 
For  books,  periodicals,  etc.,          ....         $44,710  22 
For  all  other  purposes, 214,386  43 

Total, $269,096  65 

Number  of  employees,  central  library :  — 

Day  service, 151 

Evening  and  Sunday  service,       ....  57 

Branches,  excluding  stations,      ....  61 

Total, 269 

Value  of  buildings  and  equipment,     .        .        .    $3,000,000  00 
Value  of  books  (estimated),        ....      2,000,000  00 

Total $5,000,000  00 

The  branch  libraries  are  at  Brighton,  Charlestown,  Dorchester, 
East  Boston,  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury,  South  Boston,  South  End, 
West  End  and  West  Roxbury. 

The  present  trustees  are  the  Hon.  Frederick  O.  Prince,  president ; 
Solomon  Lincoln,  vice-president ;  Col.  Josiah  H.  Benton,  Jr.,  Henry 
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P.  Bowditch,  M.D. ;  Rev.  .James  De  NormaDdie.  The  librariaDS 
have  been:  Edward  Capen,  1852-57;  Charles  Coffin  Jewett, 
1858-68  ;  Justin  Winsor,  1868-77;  Mellen  Chamberlain,  1878-90; 
Theodore  F.  Dwight,  1892;  and  the  present  incumbent,  Herbert 
Putnam,  since  Feb.  15,  1895. 

Population,  1895,496,920;  valuation,  $983,026,218;  volumes, 
1898,  698,888;  circulation,  1,199,658. 


BOURNE. 

The  Jonathan  Bourne  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  to  the 
public  Dec.  7,  1891.  It  received  from  the  State  $100  worth  of 
books  under  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  chapter  347.  It  is 
wholly  supported  by  taxation,  the  town  appropriating  the  past  year 
$200  and  the  dog  tax,  $241.30,  for  library  purposes.  Miss  Emily 
H.  Bourne  of  New  Bedford  has  presented  to  the  town  a  library 
building,  constructed  of  brick  and  stone,  and  costing  $18,000. 
This  serves  as  a  memorial  to  the  donor's  father,  the  Hon.  Jonathan 
Bourne,  and  was  dedicated  June  1 7,  1897.  It  contains  a  convenient 
reading-room  and  a  stack  room  with  a  capacity  of  5,000  volumes. 
Among  the  principal  donors  of  books,  besides  the  State,  have  been 
Mrs,  John  Parkinson  and  William  Appleton  of  New  York.  The 
library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  1  to  9  p.m. 
Books  are  delivered  to  applicants  in  four  villages  by  express,  at  the 
town's  expense,  once  in  each  fortnight.  The  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  $160  per  annum.  A  card  catalogue  is  in  preparation,  and 
a  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1 894. 

The  trustees-elect  are  three  in  number.  Rev.  Nathan  H.  Cham- 
berlain, Moses  C.  Waterhouse  and  Levi  R.  Leavitt.  Fred  C.  Small 
is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,580  ;  valuation,  $1,775,794  ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,496;  circulation,  2,551. 

BOXBOBOUGH. 

The  Free  Public  Library  of  Boxborough  was  established  in 
June,  1891,  under  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890,  having 
received  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  $100  worth  of 
books.  The  appropriation  by  the  town  is  $50  and  one-half  of  the 
refunded  dog  tax,  or  aboht  $80  in  all,  and  there  is  no  other  source 
of  income.  About  75  volumes  have  been  given  by  the  American 
Unitarian  Association  and  the  Boxborough  Grange.  The  books 
are  kept  in  a  room  of  a  private  dwelling,  and  are  accessible  to 
the  public  on  Saturdays  from  2  to  4.30  and  from  6  to  8,30  p.m. 
Teachers  in  the  town  schools  are  given  larger  privilege  than  the 
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general  public,  for  the  benefit  of  their  pupils.  The  annual  cost  of 
administration  is  $20.     A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1898. 

The  direction  is  in  a  board  of  six  trustees,  elected  by  the  town 
in  the  usual  way.  They  are:  Albert  Littlefield,  A.  Winslow 
Wetherbee,  Charles  T.  Wetherbee,  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Burroughs, 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Hager,  Miss  Mabel  B.  Priest.  Miss  Priest  is  the 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  307;  valuation,  8239,607;  volumes,  1898, 
908 ;  circulation,  964. 

BOXFORD. 

The  Boxford  Public  Library  was  established  in  1873,  by  indi- 
vidual contributions  of  books  and  small  sums  of  money  for  the 
purpose.  Life  membership  in  the  association  was  secured  by  the 
payment  of  ten  dollars.  A  rough  room  was  hired,  and  the  books 
were  given  out  on  Saturday  afternoons.  In  1880  a  small  wooden 
cottage  was  purchased  and  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  the  library. 
The  entire  expense  was  $360,  and  the  amount  was  secured  by 
subscription,  Prof.  George  H.  Palmer  of  Harvard  College,  a  sum- 
mer resident  of  the  town,  being  the  leading  donor.  The  property 
is  all  owned  by  an  association,  which  holds  legacies  amounting  to 
S500.  The  small  income  of  this  fund,  with  the  appropriation  of 
one-half  of  the  dog  tax,  and  funds  collected  by  subscription,  to 
which  the  townspeople  quite  generously  contribute,  supply  the 
means  for  the  maintenance  and  growth  of  the  library.  No  salaried 
librarian  has  been  employed,  the  duties  having  been  performed  by 
volunteers,  who  take  charge  of  the  books  for  terms  of  one  or  two 
months  each.  The  library  now  contains  1,850  volumes,  all  of 
which  have  been  given  except  such  as  have  been  purchased  with 
the  money  received  from  the  dog  tax.  Professor  Palmer  gave  a 
collection  of  about  100  volumes  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife,  Ellen 
Margaret  Palmer ;  and  among  the  other  leading  donors  have  been 
Miss  Augusta  Palmer,  Mrs.  Moses  Dorman,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Bachelder 
and  Charles  Herrick.  The  library  is  exceedingly  well  selected, 
and  the  committee  endeavor  to  purchase  books  that  will  be  useful 
in  the  schools,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  pupils  and  teachers  to 
books  of  this  nature.  A  catalogue  was  published  in  1892,  and 
supplements  are  printed  with  the  annual  reports  to  the  town. 
One  of  the  old  school-district  libraries  has  been  absorbed  in  the 
library.     The  library  is  open  Saturdays  from  3.30  to  5  p.m. 

The  management  is  in  the  hands  of  seven  trustees,  chosen 
originally  by  the  association,  and  these  constitute  a  self-perpetu- 
ating body.  The  present  board  is  composed  of  A.  E.  Bachelder, 
president ;  Rev.  Emery  L.  Bradford,  vice-president ;   Rev.  Wil- 
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liam  P.  Alcott;  Prof.  George  H.  Palmer;  Mrs.  Israel  Herrick; 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Gage,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Miss  Mary  Sawyer  is 
librarian. 

The  West  Boxford  Public  Library  originated  in  the  mutual 
desire  of  the  pastor  and  many  of  the  people  of  the  West  Boxford 
parish  for  the  benefits  of  a  library.  The  money  was  raised  by 
entertainments  and  lectures,  and  the  library  was  opened  in  March, 
1881,  free  to  the  people  of  the  parish.  An  association  was  formed, 
having  a  membership  fee  of  three  dollars.  One-half  the  dog  tax 
is  regularly  appropriated  to  the  library.  In  1897  a  legacy  of  $50 
was  received  from  the  estate  of  Miss  Harriet  K.  Webb,  to  be  used 
for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  library  occupies  a  small  building 
which  was  erected  in  1860  for  the  use  of  a  private  school,  and  is 
now  owned  by  a  private  individual,  who  gives  the  use  of  it  to  the 
library  association.  It  has  a  capacity  for  3,000  volumes.  For 
some  time  the  librarian  had  no  compensation,  but  now  a  small  sum 
is  paid  for  the  service.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1883. 
The  library  is  open  from  3  to  4  every  Saturday  afternoon.  There 
are  thirty-two  members  of  the  association,  and  they  choose  a  board 
of  directors  to  manage  the  library.  The  present  members  are : 
Charles  Perley,  William  R.  Kimball,  George  E.  Davis,  Warren 
Chadwick  and  John  Barker.  The  teachers  and  pupils  of  the 
public  schools  are  the  most  frequent  patrons  of  the  library.  The 
librarian  is  Edith  G.  Perley. 

Population,  1895,  727;  valuation,  $665,823;  volumes,  1898, 
Boxford,  1,850;  West  Boxford,  1,163;  circulation  for  home  use, 
Boxford,  1,800;  West  Boxford,  963. 

BOYLSTON. 

The  Boylston  Public  Library  was  established  by  a  vote  of  the 
town,  passed  March  1,  1880,  when  the  sum  of  $200  and  the  dog 
tax,  received  from  the  county  treasury,  was  appropiiated  for  the 
purpose;  and  a  committee,  consisting  of  R€v.  H.  S.  Kimball, 
George  L.  Wright,  Dr.  F.  B.  Willard,  A.  V.  R.  Prouty  and 
Charles  I.  Longley,  was  chosen  to  carry  the  vote  of  the  town  into 
effect.  This  committee  was  subsequently  constituted  the  first 
board  of  trustees  of  the  library.  In  April  of  the  same  year  the 
proprietors  of  the  Boylston  Social  Library  tendered  to  the  town 
their  collection  of  books,  consisting  mainly  of  standard  works  on 
history,  biography,  theology  and  travels,  and  numbering  486  vol- 
umes, to  become  a  part  of  the  public  library,  upon  certain  condi- 
tions ;  one  of  which  was  that  the  town  should  provide  a  suitable 
place  for  the  library  in  some  public  building  belonging  to  the 
town.     The  terms  of  this  gift  were  accepted,  and  in  July  of  the 
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same  year  the  proprietors  transferred  their  library  to  the  town  by 
deed.  The  Social  Library  was  organized  in  1792,  and  had  main- 
tained an  unbroken  existence  for  eighty-eight  years,  and  during 
that  time  its  membership  had  comprised  nearly  all  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  town.  The  town  also  received  a  collection  of  50  vol- 
umes of  agricultural  works  from  the  Boylston  Farmers'  and  Me- 
chanics' Association,  and  other  valuable  donations  from  different 
persons.  The  library  was  opened  for  circulation  Sept.  4,  1880, 
and  the  first  printed  catalogue  was  issued  at  the  same  time,  when 
it  contained  1,110  volumes.  It  has  since  had  many  valuable  dona- 
tions of  books  and  money,  and  has  received  the  generous  aid  and 
support  of  the  town.  Foremost  among  the  donors  to  the  library 
is  Hannah  E.  Bigelow,  M.D.,  of  Marlborough,  Mass.,  who  has 
given  at  different  times  books  and  money  to  the  amount  of  $200. 
In  June  of  1890  she  gave  to  the  library  the  sum  of  $500,  to  be 
known  as  the  ^'June  11,  A.D.  1890,  Fund,"  in  memory  of  her 
mother,  Abigail  Hastings  Bigelow,  wife  of  the  late  Levi  Bigelow, 
Esq.,  of  Marlborough,  and  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Achsah 
Sawyer  Hastings  of  Boylston.  The  income  of  this  fund  is  to  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Other  donors  have  been  John  B. 
Gough  and  wife ;  Hon.  Phinehaa  Ball,  ex-mayor  of  Worcester,  a 
native  of  the  town ;  the  late  Deacon  S.  M.  Kendall  of  Worcester, 
also  a  native  of  the  town  ;  Mrs.  N.  J.  Bigelow,  widow  of  the  late 
Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow,  D.D.,  a  native  of  the  town,  and  its  former 
minister.  In  May,  1896,  books  to  the  value  of  $100  were  received 
from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Acte  of  1892,  chapter  255.  In  1881  Oliver  Sawyer  Kendall, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the  town,  died,  and  left  an 
extensive  donation  of  books  to  the  library,  and  directions  for  the 
collection  of  the  photographs  of  former  citizens  of  the  town. 
This  request  has  been  carried  out  largely  by  his  family,  and  the 
collection  now  comprises  five  large  volumes,  and  is  an  interesting 
feature  of  the  library. 

The  library  occupies  convenient  quarters  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  town  hall  building,  and  has  a  reading-room  well  supplied  with 
the  leading  periodicals.  The  town  annually  appropriates  the  dog 
tax,  about  $160,  for  library  uses.  The  cost  of  administration 
is  $60. 

The  management  of  the  library  and  its  by-laws  are  modelled  as 
nearly  as  possible  after  that  of  its  predecessor  and  benefactor,  the 
Boylston  Social  Library ;  and  the  government  is  vested  in  a  board 
of  trustees,  consisting  of  six  persons,  two  of  whom  are  chosen  by 
the  town  each  year,  for  the  term  of  three  years.  The  present 
board,  with  the  date  of  the  first  election  of  each  member,  is  as 
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follows:  chairman,  George  L.  Wright,  1880;  clerk,  James  H. 
Woods,  1892 ;  treasurer,  George  A.  Hastings,  1890 ;  Mrs.  Mary 
F.  Kendall,  1883 ;  Benjamin  C.  Lane,  1896 ;  Mrs.  Carrie  L.  Wil- 
liams, 1896.  George  L.  Wright  has  also  served  as  librarian  since 
the  organization  of  the  library,  and  the  above  sketch  has  been 
prepared  by  him. 

Population,  1895,  729;  valuation,  $518,472;  volumes,  1898, 
4,238  ;  circulation,  average,  2,772. 

BBAINTBEE. 

The  Thayer  Public  Library  was  founded  by  the  late  General 
Sylvanus  Thayer,  U.  S.  A.,  who  in  May,  1870,  made  a  proposition 
to  the  town  of  Braintree,  of  which  he  was  a  native,  to  erect  a  fire- 
proof building  for  a  free  public  library,  the  town  to  contribute  the 
sum  of  $10,000  towards  the  same,  and  the  balance  to  be  given  by 
himself.  The  town  accepted  the  proposition,  appropriated  the  re- 
quired $10,000,  and  chose  a  committee  to  confer  with  General 
Thayer  with  [reference  to  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  his  offer. 
Before  the  work  was  commenced,  General  Thayer  died,  and  the 
executors  of  his  will  assumed  the  obligation  thus  incurred.  The 
building  was  accordingly  erected  in  1873-74,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  committee  before  mentioned.  The  land  for  the  building 
was  conveyed  as  a  gift  to  the  trustees,  ^^for  the  purposes  of  a  free 
public  library,"  by  several  citizens  of  the  town,  who  had  purchased 
it  for  that  object.  The  building  is  constructed  of  brick,  with 
stone  trimmings,  and  cost,  with  the  furniture,  $32,500.  It  has 
a  capacity  for  about  23,000  volumes.  The  annual  town  appro- 
priation is  $800.  It  has  a  permanent  fund  of  $10,000,  which 
was  given  by  General  Thayer  in  addition  to  his  contribution  to 
the  library  building.  The  annual  income  of  this  fund  is  about 
$400,  and  it  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books.  About  900 
volumes  have  been  given  the  library,  —  General  Thayer,  Ellis  A. 
Hollingworth  of  Braintree,  Jonathan  French  of  Boston  and  Charles 
Lowell  Thayer  of  Boston  being  among  the  principal  donors.  The 
latest  catalogue  was  published  in  1887,  and  bulletin  lists  of  acces- 
sions are  issued  from  time  to  time.  The  use  of  the  library  by 
the  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  in  connection  with  their  work, 
is  especially  encouraged. 

The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  trustees,  five  in  number, 
of  whom  three  are  appointed  permanently  by  the  trustees  under 
the  residuary  clause  of  General  Thayer's  will,  and  the  other  two 
are  elected  by  the  town  biennially.  At  present  the  permanent 
trustees  are  the  Hon.  Asa  French,  Henry  A.  Johnson  and  Hon.  F. 
A.  Hobart.     Those  chosen  by  the  town  are  Nathaniel  H.  Hunt 
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and  E.  Watson  Arnold.  Miss  Abbie  M.  Arnold  is  librarian,  with 
a  salai*y  of  8500.  The  library  is  open  every  afternoon  except 
Sunday,  and  two  evenings  in  each  week. 

Population,  1895,  5,311 ;  valuation,  $4,687,624  ;  volumes,  1898, 
11,655;  circulation,  29,002. 

BBBWSTEB. 

In  the  year  1852  a  group  of  Brewster  girls,  ten  or  twelve  in 
number,  met  and  made  a  plan  for  the  fonnation  of  a  library. 
They  agreed  each  to  earn  $  1  as  a  nucleus  for  the  sum  they  hoped 
to  raise  by  contributions.  This  being  done,  a  committee  of  five 
was  chosen  to  form  a  coqstitution  and  by-laws.  It  was  agreed 
that  any  lady  might  become  a  member  of  the  library  by  the  annual 
payment  of  $1,  and  that  the  income  of  the  association  should 
accinie  from  the  payment  of  such  subscribers,  or  from  donations 
and  from  whatever  other  source  might  be  available.  The  library 
was  first  opened  (at  the  house  of  Miss  S.  Augusta  Mayo,  the 
librarian)  in  January,  1853.  The  books  were  kept  as  years  went 
on  at  different  private  houses.  In  1854  they  numbered  210 
volumes ;  in  1855,  300 ;  at  the  end  of  the  year  1860  there  were  38 
members  and  582  volumes.  In  May,  1867,  Capt.  Joseph  Nicker- 
son  of  Boston  gave  $1,000  to  aid  the  association  to  a  permanent 
home.  The  library  building  was  finished  and  dedicated  on  June 
24,  1868.  In  1877  Captain  Nickerson  offered  to  build  an  addition 
to  the  building,  of  two  rooms.  In  1878  the  library  was  legally 
incoi*porated  in  the  town  of  Brewster.  From  that  time  until  the 
present  it  has  been  maintained  from  the  proceeds  of  entertain- 
ments which  the  ladies  have  gotten  up  and  from  the  income  derived 
from  subscribers. 

Last  December  a  special  meeting  was  held  to  discuss  the  plan  of 
making  the  library  a  free  one,  if  the  cost  of  maintenance  could  be 
secured.  Capt.  J.  H.  Sears  offered  to  give  a  sum  for  the  ensuing 
year  equal  to  that  derived  from  subscriptions,  loan  of  books,  fines, 
etc.  The  town  voted  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  librarian.  The 
ladies  agreed  to  make  the  experiment  for  one  year,  and,  if  it  should 
prove  a  success,  to  make  it  a  free  library  permanently.  It  is  re- 
tained under  their  management  as  of  old,  with  six  directors  instead 
of  three  and  with  two  *new  trustees,  Capt.  J.  Henry  Sears  and 
Capt.  Wm.  Freeman.  It  was  voted  to  have  the  library  open  two 
days  instead  of  one  during  every  week,  as  has  been  the  usual 
practice.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Augustus  Thorndike, 
who  gave  $20  for  magazines  for  the  ensuing  year,  it  has  been 
possible  to  establish  a  public  reading-room. 
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The  town's  appropriation  for  librarian's  salary  is  $50.  The 
sum  of  S3 00  is  the  only  fund  possessed  by  the  association. 
The  library  is  open  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  from 
3  to  6. 

Before  the  library  was  made  free  the  number  of  subscribere  did 
not  exceed  25,  and  about  fifteen  volumes  were  loaned  weekly. 
Since  January,  1898,  144  cards  have  been  issued  to  borrowers, 
and  the  loans  are  from  50  to  60  volumes  weekly. 

The  officers  of  the  association  are:  Miss  Emily  C.  Cobb, 
president;  Mrs.  Hannah  Collins,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Zoetb 
Snow,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  librarian  is  Mi's.  Hiram  D. 
Rowe. 

Population,  1895,  901;  valuation,  $626,264;  volumes,  1898, 
2,700;  circulation,  about  2,600. 

BBIDQBWATBB. 

The  Bridgewatcr  Public  Library  owes  its  origin  mainly  to  the 
public-spirited  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Theodore  F.  Wright,  who  inau- 
gurated a  popular  subscription  for  the  purchase  of  books.  This 
was  supplemented  by  an  appropriation  from  the  town,  and  the 
library  was  opened  to  the  public  in  leased  rooms  in  July,  1879, 
with  nearly  3,000  volumes  upon  its  shelves.  The  library  now 
occupies  the  attractive  building  which  was  completed  by  the  town 
in  1882  as  a  soldiers*  memorial.  It  is  a  brick  edifice,  with  free- 
stone trimmings.  It  has  a  central  entrance,  with  open  vestibule, 
in  the  walls  of  which  are  placed  tablets  of  Tennessee  marble,  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  thirty-six  Bridgewater  soldiers  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  civil  war.  The  total  cost  of  the  building  was 
•about  $15,000,  of  which  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  were  obtained 
from  private  donations,  fairs  and  other  sources,  and  l^he  balance 
was  appropriated  by  the  town.  The  annual  appropriation  by  the 
town  for  the  support  of  the  library  was  $500  at  first,  but  it  has 
been  $1,200  for  several  years  past.  The  only  fund  is  $500, 
received  from  Mary  H.  Wilbar,  the  income  of  which  is  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  special  books.  Nearly  one- third  of  the  volumes 
upon  the  shelves  have  been  obtained  by  gift.  Although  some 
gave  more  books  for  the  formation  of  the  library  than  others,  yet 
all  the  people  have  shown  their  interest  by  giving  as  they  were 
able.  They  always  respond  freely  to  all  calls  for  public  entertain- 
ments to  add  to  the  income  of  the  library  and  to  increase  its 
general  usefulness.  School  cards  are  given  to  the  teachers,  and 
the  librarian  is  always  ready  to  give  all  possible  help  to  the 
scholars. 
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There  is  in  the  library  a  room  used  for  a  muBeiini,  which  has 
several  valuable  collections,  among  them  a  case  of  mound  relics, 
given  by  Mr.  Charles  R.  Crane.  This  collection  is  only  excelled 
by  the  one  at  Cambridge.  Mr.  Crane  has  also  loaned  some 
Roman  pottery  and  glass,  and  some  fine  specimens  of  ammonites 
and  Scandinavian  flints.  One  case  of  articles  was  given  by  Rev. 
S.  T.  Livermore,  including  some  war  relics  from  the  late  Dr. 
Benjamin  T.  Crooker,  and  many  articles  of  local  interest. 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1886,  another  is  in  preparation,  and 
supplements  are  printed  semi-annually.  There  is  also  a  card 
catalogue.  The  library  is  open  every  week-day  except  Monday 
from  3  to  8.30  p.m.  An  assistant  librarian  and  janitor  are  em- 
ployed, the  cost  of  administration  being  about  S600  per  j-ear.  At 
the  formation  of  the  library,  small  collections  of  books  that  had 
been  gathered  by  an  agiicultural  club,  the  old  Academy,  a  Good 
Samaritan  club  and  a  Ladies'  Social  Library,  were  absorbed  in  it. 
The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  elected  by 
the  town  as  prescribed  by  law.  The  present  board  is  composed  of 
Arthur  C.  Boyden,  Charles  R.  Crane,  Avery  F.  Hooper,  George 
M.  Hooper,  Gustavus  Pratt,  Miss  Caroline  Sampson,  Samuel  P. 
Gates,  Sarah  T.  Bates  and  Martha  Keith.  Librarian,  Miss  Lucia 
L.  Christian. 

Population,  1895,  4,686 ;  valuation,  $2,582,769  ;  volumes,  1898, 
10,724;  circulation,  24,841. 

BRIMFIBLD. 

The  Brimfield  Public  Library  was  established  by  the  town  in 
1877.  The  refunded  dog  tax  had  been  allowed  to  accumulate  in 
the  treasury  until  it  amounted  to  $709.19,  when  the  town,  April  9, 
1877,  voted  to  appropriate  it  to  the  establishment  of  a  free  public 
library.  In  1879  a  room  was  fitted  up  for  the  library  in  the  town 
house  erected  that  year.  The  library  has  continued  to  be  main- 
tained by  the  dog  tax  fund,  which  annually  amounts  to  about  $1 60. 
The  town  also  pays  the  librarian's  salary.  In  1896  the  librai-y 
came  into  possession  of  a  bequest  of  over  $2,200  from  the  lale 
Ursula  J.  Shaw  of  Brimfield,  so  that  its  resources  have  beeu  in- 
creased the  present  year  by  the  interest  of  that  amount. 

In  1896  the  town  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of 
1892,  and  received  the  State's  gift  of  $100  worth  of  books.  The 
same  year  the  library  enjoyed  the  loan  from  the  Woman's  Educa- 
tion Association  of  a  library  of  25  volumes  upon  American  history. 
These  formed  a  valuable  supplement  to  the  works  already  contained 
in  the  library,  and  they  have  recently  been  purchased  by   the 
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trustees  from  the  association,  making  the  number  of  volumes  of 
American  history  and  biography  nearly  400.  Two  catalogues 
have  been  printed,  one  in  1879  and  one  in  1894. 

In  the  purchase  of  books,  especial  regard  is  paid  to  the  needs  of 
the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools,  and  the  teachers  are  aided 
in  the  selection  of  books  which  will  assist  them.  All  the  patrons 
of  the  library  have  free  access  to  the  shelves,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  recommendation  of  books  on  the  part  of  the  librarian  is 
welcomed  and  solicited.  An  effort  is  made  to  extend  the  priv- 
ileges of  the  library  to  the  remote  parts  of  the  town,  through  the 
co-operation  of  the  teachers  in  those  districts.  While  the  plan  of 
making  the  schools  branch  libraries  is  not  yet  developed,  the 
teachers  carry  out  many  books  which  are  circulated  among  their 
pupils,  and  in  some  families  which  do  not  send  pupils  to  school. 
The  Hitchcock  Academy  has  a  library  of  nearly  "2,000  volumes, 
which  partially  provides  for  the  needs  of  students. 

The  library  is  open  P^riday  afternoons  from  2  to  5,  and  on  Sat- 
urday evenings  from  6  to  8.  The  librarian's  salary  is  $75,  which 
is  an  especial  appropriation  by  the  town.  The  present  librarian 
has  done  much  invaluable  work  by  exciting  an  interest  in  local 
history,  and  by  collecting  old  books,  accounts  of  past  and  passing 
events  in  Brimfield,  and  photographs  of  houses  and  localities. 
The  trustees  are:  Thomas  J.  Morgan,  George  M.  Hitchcock, 
Charles  C.  Brown,  Miss  Rebecca  M.  Lincoln,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Ward 
Noyes  and  Miss  M.  Anna  Tarbell.  Librarian,  Miss  M.  Anna 
Tarbell. 

The  population  of  Brimfield  was  1,203  in  1880,  1,137  in  1885 
and  962  in  1895;  valuation,  $416,221;  volumes,  4,000;  circu- 
lation, 4,420. 

BBOOKTON. 

The  Brockton  Public  Library  was  established  in  1867,  when  it 
absorbed  the  North  Bridgewater  Agricultural  Library  and  the 
North  Bridgewater  Library  Association.  It  is  supported  wholly 
by  taxation.  It  has  no  library  building,  but  occupies  five  rooms 
in  the  new  city  hall,  to  which  it  was  moved  in  1894,  having  pre- 
viously been  housed  in  a  business  block.  On  the  first  floor  is  the 
stock  and  delivery  room,  the  reference  room  and  the  ladies'  read- 
ing-room. Below  on  the  basement  floor  is  the  newspaper  room 
and  the  raen*s  reading-room.  Two  reading-rooms  and  delivery 
stations,  called  Campello  and  Montello,  are  maintained  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  town.     The  capacity  of  shelving  is  40,000  volumes. 

Teachers,  clergymen  and  those  engaged  in  special  study  have 
access  to  the  shelves.     Teachers  and  clergymen  have  teachers* 
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cards,  on  which  ten  books  may  be  taken  and  kept  four  weeks. 
All  readers  may  take  two  books  at  a  time  in  all  classes  except 
fiction. 

The  public  has  access  to  all  the  new  books  and  a  constantly 
changing  collection  of  interesting  old  ones.  There  is  no  children's 
room,  owing  to  lack  of  accommodations,  but  the  children  have 
access  to  a  collection  of  suitable  books,  which  is  changed  fre- 
quently, so  that  eventually  all  the  children's  books  in  the  library 
are  placed  in  the  collection.  The  librarian's  desk  is  in  the  refer- 
ence room,  so  that  he  may  be  accessible  to  the  public,  who  are 
urged  to  ask  questions,  and  may  assist  readers  in  the  use  of  the 
reference  books. 

Bequests  have  been  received  from  Mrs.  Eliza  Perkins  of  $600, 
spent  for  reference  books ;  from  Samuel  Packard  of  $375 ;  and 
from  C.  L.  Hauthaway  of  $400.  These  last  two  bequests  have 
been  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  on  Old  Colony  history,  of 
which  it  is  proposed  to  make  a  special  collection. 

The  library  has  a  card  catalogue.  A  general  catalogue  was 
printed  in  1874,  supplements  in  1879  and  1881,  and  a  fiction  cata- 
logue in  1889.  Lists  of  accessions  and  items  of  library  news  are 
printed  weekly  in  the  newspapers.  The  library  is  open  week-days 
from  10  A.M.  to  8.30  p.m.  The  reading-room  is  open  week-days 
from  10  A.M.  to  10  p.m.  ;  Sundays,  3  to  9  p.m. 

The  city  appropriation  is  $8,000  and  one-half  of  the  refunded 
dog  tax,  which  amounts  to  $1,400  more.  The  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  $4,720. 

The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  three  of 
whom  are  appointed  annually  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the 
city  for  a  term  of  three  years.  The  present  board  consists  of  Dr. 
Loring  W.  Puffer,  Hon.  Jonathan  White,  Lon  Weston,  John  S. 
Kent,  Rev.  Rush  R.  Shippen,  Arthur  E.  Kendrick,  Horace  Rich- 
mond, Edward  Gilmore  and  David  W.  Battles.  The  librarian  is 
John  G.  Monlton. 

Population,  1895,  33,165;  valuation,  $25,641,372;  volumes, 
1898,  27,020;  circulation,  119,454. 

BBOOKFIELD. 

Brookfield  is  one  of  the  oldest  towns  in  the  State,  having  been 
settled  in  1660.  It  consists  of  two  villages,  three  miles  apart, 
whose  chief  industries  are  the  manufacture  of  boots,  shoes, 
woollen,  pottery  and  iron. 

The  Merrick  Public  Library  is  situated  in  South  Brookfield  (as 
it  is  locally  called,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  other  village,  which 
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is  known  as  East  Brookfield),  and  is  the  outoome  of  a  library 
association  which  was  formed  in  1865.  The  people  of  the  town 
subscribed  a  working  fund,  and  an  annual  fee  of  $2  was  estab- 
lished for  the  privilege  of  its  use.  It  received  at  the  outset  an 
inheritance  of  some  200  volumes  that  formerly  belonged  to  a 
library  association  which  had  disappeared,  and  of  which  no 
records  are  known  to  exist.  TJiere  were  also  a  few  volumes  from 
a  farmers'  library  which  had  been  formed  a  few  years  before,  but 
was  destroyed  by  a  fire,  except  such  volumes  as  were  out  at  the 
time.  Then,  in  the  spring  of  1867,  came  the  bequest  from  Hon. 
Pliny  Merrick,  who  had  been  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court  in  this  State.  The  fifth  section  of  his  will  read 
as  follows :  — 

' '  Having  always  felt  a  strong  attachment  to  the  town  of  Brook- 
field,  in  which  I  was  bom  and  where  I  spent  the  early  yeara  of  my 
life,  and  where  the  remains  of  my  parents  are  entombed,  and  wish- 
ing to  do  something  to  promote  the  well-being  and  prosperity  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  in  all  time  to  come,  I  do  hereby,  to 
that  end  and  for  that  purpose,  give  and  bequeath  to  the  said  town 
of  Brookfield  the  sum  of  $10,000,  to  be  preserved  and  maintained, 
perpetually,  as  a  fund,  to  be  denominated  the  '  Library  Fund,'  the 
interest  and  income  of  which  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
chase, ))inding  and  repair  of  books,  to  constitute  a  librai*y  for  the 
free  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the  visitors  thereto, 
subject  only  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  town  shall  from 
time  to  time  make  and  prescribe.  And  I  in  like  manner  give  and 
bequeath  to  said  town  all  my  books  which  I  shall  own  at  my  de- 
cease, except  law  books,  to  constitute  a  part  of  said  library. 
These  two  legacies  of  money  and  books,  are  upon  the  condition 
that  the  town  shall,  within  nine  months  next  after  the  probate 
allowance  of  this  will,  vote  to  accept  the  same  upon  and  subject 
to  the  conditions  herein  contained.  If  the  town  should  not  so 
vote,  the  said  legacies  are  to  be  wholly  void,  and  of  no  force  or 
effect." 

The  town,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  April,  1867,  did  so  vote, 
and  received  the  legacies,  —  some  450  bound  volumes,  150  maga- 
zines and  unbound  serials,  and  $10,000.  This  fund  of  $10,000 
has  been  wisely  invested,  and  now  yields  an  annual  income  of  $750. 

The  provisions  of  the  will  to  include  "  visitors,"  as  well  as  resi- 
dents, is  heartily  appreciated  by  the  many  summer  visitors  to  the 
town. 

In  1882  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York  communicated  to  the 
citizens  of  the  town  his  desire  to  erect  a  building  for  library  uses. 
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in  memory  of  his  ancestors,  who  are  buried  in  the  village  ceme- 
tery ;  and  soon  after  Mrs.  O.  C.  Felton  presented  the  lot  of  laud 
on  which  the  building  now  stands,  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
her  husband,  the  Hon.  O.  C.  Felton.  These  two  gifts  the  town 
accepted  at  the  annual  meeting,  April  2,  1883.  At  this  same  town 
meeting  the  town  w^as  notified  of  a  gift  from  William  B.  Draper 
of  New  York,  another  old  Brookfield  boy,  of  an  antique  mahogany 
secretai-y,  a  desk  handsomely  mounted  in  brass  and  with  curious 
escutcheons  and  key-holes,  valuable  in  itself,  and  especially  inter- 
esting from  the  fact  that  it  once  belonged  to  Louis  XVI.  of 
France.  This  desk  stands  in  the  trustees'  room  in  the  library, 
and  is  entirely  authenticated  by  documents  relating  to  it. 

"  Banister  Memorial  Hall"  fronts  on  Banister  Common,  and  is 
a  structure  of  the  Queen  Anne  style  of  architecture.  The  main 
part  of  the  building  is  forty-one  by  thirty  feet,  and  is  occupied  for 
reading-room,  directors'  room,  vestibule,  waiting-room  and  toilet. 
The  rear  part  is  thirty-two  by  twenty-six  feet,  and  contains  the 
book  and  reference  room,  which  is  now  shelved  to  a  capacity  of 
15,000  volumes,  with  the  provision  for  adding  a  gallery,  when 
necessity  demands,  that  will  accommodate  10,000  volumes  more. 
Under  the  entire  building  is  a  roomy  cellar,  with  walls  of  split 
granite  laid  in  cement.  The  exterior  is  of  brick,  manufactured  in 
town,  the  foundation  is  of  faced  granite.  The  brick- work  is 
trimmed  with  Longmeadow  brown  stone,  and  the  exterior  is  ap- 
propriately embellished  with  terra-cotta  work  on  ridges,  chimney 
and  front.  The  interior  is  finished  in  birch,  in  the  finest  manner ; 
the  shelves,  cases  and  desks  of  the  same  wood,  stuffed  and  pol- 
ished to  what  is  known  as  a  ^^  car  finish."  The  plastering  is  laid 
upon  the  brick,  and  the  walls  are  neatly  tinted  and  frescoed. 
With  a  view  to  pi-otection,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  have  the 
building  fireproof ;  and,  as  constructed,  while  an  inside  blaze  might 
do  some  damage,  it  would  be  difficult  for  fire  materially  to  injure 
the  structure  itself. 

The  management  of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of  six 
trustees,  of  which  two  are  elected  by  the  town  each  year,  to  serve 
for  three  years.  They  attend  to  the  care  of  the  building,  hiring 
the  librarian,  purchasing  of  books,  and  recommend  to  the  town  at 
each  annual  meeting  such  sums  as  they  think  necessary  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  current  year.  The  income  of  the  Merrick  fund  can 
be  used  only  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  will, — viz.,  pur- 
chase of  books  and  binding. 

The  library  is  open  daily  from  2  to  5  and  from  6.30  to  9  p.m. 
No  catalogue  has  been  printed,  but  bulletins  are  issued  as  new 
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books  are  purchased.  A  card  catalogue  is  kept  at  the  library,  and 
all  new  books,  other  than  fiction,  are  placed  on  the  desk  for  ex- 
amination and  selection.  The  teachers  of  the  high  and  grammar 
schools  can  take  as  many  books  as  they  need  for  their  work. 
Once  a  week  a  box  of  books  is  sent  to  East  Brookfield,  borrowers 
making  their  selection  from  a  written  catalogue,  under  the  charge 
of  an  assistant  librarian  there.  The  town  makes  a  special  appi*o- 
priation  for  this  purpose.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  April,  181^7, 
the  sum  of  $650  was  appropriated  for  the  library,  and  $52  for  East 
Brookfield  expenses.  The  library  was  open  for  the  delivery  of 
books  306  days.  The  trustees  are :  D.  W.  Hodgkins,  president ; 
Joseph  W.  Lewis ;  Rev.  Edward  B.  Blanchard ;  William  p].  Cook ; 
Charles  F.  Prouty;  L.  H.  R.  Gass,  secretai'y  and  treasurer. 
Librarian,  Miss  Eliza  Hobbs. 

Population,  1895,  3,279  ;  valuation,  $1,449,551 ;  volumep,  1898, 
14,193;  circulation,  31,927. 

BROOKIilNB. 

The  matter  of  establishing  a  free  public  library  in  Brookline  was 
introduced  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  March  16,  1857,  and  a 
committee  appointed ;  upon  their  recommendation,  presented  at  an 
adjourned  meeting,  March  30,  1857,  the  town  promptly  voted  to 
establish  a  public  library,  and  appropriated  for  its  foundation  the 
highest  sum  that  could  be  legally  raised  by  taxation  for  the  pur- 
pose,—  viz.,  twenty-five  cents  per  ratable  poll.  The  amount  thus 
raised  was  $934.  A  room  was  provided  in  the  town  hall,  and  the 
library  was  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  Dec.  2,  1857.  As 
the  library  increased  in  size  three  additional  rooms  were  occupied, 
but  these  limits  were  soon  outgrown,  so  that  it  became  necessary 
to  commence  the  present  brick  library  building  in  1867.  This  was 
completed  in  1869,  at  a  cost  of  about  $45,000.  It  was  opened  to 
the  public  on  October  13,  and  the  delivery  of  books  commenced 
on  the  18th.  An  additional  wing  was  added  to  the  building  in 
1888,  at  a  cost  of  $16,500;  and  a  reading-room  in  1892,  at  a  cost 
of  $15,838.  The  estimated  capacity  of  the  enlarged  building  is 
75,000  volumes. 

The  library  has  received  many  gifts  of  books  and  the  following 
donations  of  money:  John  S.  Wright,  in  June,  1861,  $100; 
James  M.  Howe,  in  February,  1863,  $100;  Mrs.  Samuel  Phil- 
brick,  May,  1864,  $1,000;  Abijah  W.  Goddard,  July,  1869,  $100; 
John  L.  Gardner,  January,  1871,  $10,000,  and  in  November, 
1873,  $1,000;  in  1877  a  bequest  of  $5,000  from  the  estate  of 
Martin  L.  Hall,  the  interest  on  which  is  to  be  forever  applied  to 
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the  increase  of  the  library,  by  the  purchase  of  books  of  standard 
value;  Mi-s.  D.  W.  Russell  and  F.  A.  Russell,  1896,  $100  for  the 
music  library  ;  Rev.  Caleb  Davis  Bradlee,  1897,  a  bequest  of  $500, 
with  eventually  one-fifth  of  his  estate.  The  annual  appropriation 
is  812,000.  The  reading-room  in  the  library  is  named  Gardner 
Uall,  in  honor  of  the  donor  of  that  fund. 

In  connection  with  work  for  the  schools,  at  Miss  Bean's  sugges- 
tion, a  special  room  was  set  apart  for  use  as  a  reading-room  by 
the  smaller  school  children  ;  this  has  recently  been  doubled  in  size. 
It  is  claimed  that  it  was  the  first  "  children's  room  "  connected 
with  a  public  library  in  the  country.  In  1865  the  Brookline  Agri- 
cultural Library  was  presented  to  the  public  library  by  the  pro- 
prietors. There  is  a  music  library,  perhaps  the  best  in  the  State 
of  those  entirely  free  to  the  public  for  home  use.  A  collection  of 
photographs  of  works  of  the  old  masters  is  soon  to  be  made  by  aid 
of  a  fund  given  in  1897  by  citizens  of  the  town.  There  is  a  de- 
livery station  at  Chestnut  Hill. 

Several  catalc^ues  have  been  printed.  There  is  a  card  catalogue 
for  public  use,  and  bulletins  and  special  lists  are  frequently  issued. 
The  library  is  open  every  business  day  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m., 
except  during  the  summer  months,  when  it  is  closed  at  7  p.m. 
The  management  is  vested  in  a  board  of  twelve  trustees,  chosen 
by  the  town.  The  present  members  are :  Augustin  Shurtleff, 
Charles  H.  Drew,  Rufus  G.  F.  Candage,  Chas.  C.  Soule,  Desmond 
Fitzgerald,  Leonard  K.  Storrs,  Tappan  E.  Francis,  Prentiss  Cum- 
niings,  J.  Emory  Hoar,  Edward  Stan  wood  and  James  M.  Codman, 
Librarians  :  J.  Emory  Hoar  to  1871 ;  Miss  Mary  A.  Bean,  1871-94  ; 
Charles  K.  Bolton,  1894-98.  Hiller  C.  Wellman  is  the  present 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  16,164;  valuation,  $66,550,308;  volumes, 
1898,47,580;  circulation,  96,913. 

BUCKIiAND. 

There  is  no  town  library  in  Buckland,  but  the  Rev.  Alpheus 
C.  Hodges,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church,  by  his  enter- 
prise, self-sacrifice  and  persistency,  succeeded  in  perfecting  a  plan 
for  expanding  the  Sunday-school  library  of  the  church  into  a 
library  adapted  for  family  and  school  reading,  the  use  of  which  is 
free.  A  legacy  of  $1,000  has  been  received  for  the  purpose,  and 
this  is  the  only  fund  the  library  has.  A  brick  library  building  has 
been  constructed,  at  a  cost  of  $2,500,  one-half  of  which  was 
raised  by  subscription,  and  the  other  half  given  by  the  pastor. 
The  building  has  a  present  capacity  of  5,000  volumes,  and  by 
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compact  storage  its  shelf  room  may  be  increased  to  15,000  or 
20,000  volumes.  The  Sunday-school  library  has  furnished  about 
500  volumes,  and  the  pastor  gave  a  large  part  of  his  own  col- 
lection. The  town  has  made  no  appropriation,  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  library.  The  only  sources  of  income,  in  addition  to 
the  fund  above  noted,  are  gifts  and  subscriptions.  All  the  prop- 
erty is  under  the  management  of  the  church ;  and  the  pastor,  to 
whose  energy  its  foundation  is  due,  believes  that  this  movement  in 
the  direction  of  controlling  the  management  of  public  libraries 
by  an  intelligent  religious  sentiment  will  do  much  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  free  libraries  in  the  moulding  of  character.  The 
administration  is  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  of  five,  chosen 
annually  by  the  church,  two  of  whom  are  outside  its  member- 
ship. The  use  of  the  library  by  the  public  schools  is  constantly 
encouraged.  Mrs.  L.  B.  Ruddock  is  chairman  of  the  church 
committee.  S.  Brainard  Pratt  is  librarian.  The  dwellers  at 
Shelburne  Falls,  a  large  village  partly  in  Buckland  and  partly 
in  Shelburne,  have  library  privileges  in  the  Arms  Library  of  the 
latter  town,  made  free  in  1894.  The  town  of  Buckland  makes  a 
small  appropriation  to  this  library. 

Population,  1895,  1,548;  valuation,  $533,343;  volumes,  1898, 
2,400;  circulation,  1,750. 

BURLINGTON. 

The  Burlington  Town  Library  was  established  about  1858,  and 
is  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  citizens 
of  the  town.  The  town  appropriates  for  the  library  fifty  per  cent, 
of  the  poll  taxes,  the  amount  received  from  this  source  being  about 
8100  per  annum.  There  is  also  a  fund  of  $1,000  bequeathed  by 
David  Simouds,  a  native  of  Burlington,  the  interest  from  which  is 
available  for  the  benefit  of  the  library.  In  1897,  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  S.  Barker,  residents  of  Bur- 
lington, a  building  formerly  used  as  a  school-house  was  remodelled 
and  fitted  up  for  a  library  and  reading-room.  In  January,  1894, 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  under  provisions  of  the 
library  act  of  1892,  aided  the  library  with  $100  worth  of  select 
volumes. 

Books  are  freely  loaned  to  the  school  children,  and  advice  is 
given  them  as  to  the  choice  of  the  best  literature.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  committee  of  three,  chosen  an- 
nually by  the  town ;  and  the  annual  cost  of  the  care  of  the  library 
is  about  $35.  The  library  is  open  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afternoons  from  2  to  9.     The  present  library  committee  is  com- 
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posed  of  Edward  S.  Barker,  George  W.  Parker  and  Edwin  A- 
Bennett.     Miss  Florence  I.  Foster  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  574;  valuation,  $522,284;  volumes,  1898, 
2,842;  circulation,  1,272. 

CAMBBIDGB. 

The  Cambridge  Public  Library  had  its  origin  in  the  Cambridge 
Athenaeum,  which  was  incorporated  in  February,  1849,  for  the 
purpose  of  ^^establishing  and  maintaining  in  the  city  of  Cambridge 
a  lyceum,  public  library,  reading-room,  lectures  on  scientific  and 
literary  subjects,  and  for  promoting  such  other  kindred  objects  as 
the  members  of  the  corporation  shall  from  time  to  time  deem 
advisable  and  proper."  In  October,  1850,  a  lot  of  land  contain- 
ing 10,000  feet,  on  the  comer  of  Main  and  Pleasant  streets, 
Cambridgeport,  was  presented  to  the  corporation  by  Edmund  T. 
Dana  of  Cambridge,  on  condition  that  within  two  years  a  building 
suitable  for  the  use  of  the  Athenaeum  should  be  erected  thereon, 
and  that  the  land  and  building  should  be  used  forever  for  its  pur- 
poses, and  the  promotion  of  other  kindred  objects.  A  building 
was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $18,000,  and  dedicated  and  opened  to 
the  public  in  November,  1851.  In  April,  1855,  the  Athenaeum 
received  a  bequest  of  $1,000  worth  of  books  from  the  estate  of 
James  Brown  of  Watertown;  the  cost  of  printing  a  catalogue 
and  other  incidental  expenses,  to  the  total  amount  of  $250,  were 
defrayed  by  a  bequest  from  the  estate  of  Thomas  Dowse  of 
Cambridge ;  and  the  library  was  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books 
in  November,  1857.  Any  citizen  of  Cambiidge  was  entitled  to 
the  use  of  the  library,  upon  the  payment  of  $1  per  annum.  In 
March,  1858,  the  Athenaeum  corporation  disposed  of  its  real  and 
personal  property  to  the  city  of  Cambridge,  and  the  library  was 
transferred  to  the  city,  on  condition  that  the  city  should  contribute 
not  less  than  $300  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  for 
its  support  and  increase,  and  to  maintain  it  forever  for  the  use  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge.  In  consideration  of  this  obligation, 
Mr.  Dana  released  the  Athenaeum  corporation  from  the  conditions 
named  in  his  deed  of  gift,  and  the  Athenaeum  thenceforth  became 
the  city  hall ;  and  the  Athenaeum  Library,  now  the  property  of  the 
city,  received  the  name  of  the  Dana  Library.  Mr.  Dana  died 
May  6,  1859.  He  bequeathed  $15,000  for  the  use  of  the  library, 
and  by  a  separate  instrument  proyidcd  that  this  should  be  paid  to 
the  city  of  Cambridge.  This  instrument  was  not  properly  attested, 
and  was  contested  by  the  residuary  legatees;  and  the  intent  of 
Mr.  Dana  was  frustrated  by  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  that 
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the  unattested  instrument  did  not  create  a  valid  bequest  to  tbe  city 
of  Cambridge.  In  1874  the  library  was  made  free  to  the  public. 
In  1875  the  library  was  rearranged  and  a  new  catalogue  issued ; 
and  in  1879,  by  vote  of  the  city  government,  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  Cambridge  Public  Library.  A  new  catalogue  was 
issued  in  1887,  and  a  separate  list  of  children's  books  was  prepared 
in  1888. 

June  14,  1887,  Frederick  H.  Rindge  of  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia, a  former  resident  of  Cambridge,  offered  to  give  the  city 
about  115,000  feet  of  land,  bounded  by  Cambridge,  Trowbridge, 
Broadway  and  Irving  streets,  and  to  build  thereon  a  public  libi'ary 
building,  on  condition  that  the  building  should  contain  tablets 
bearing  certain  inscriptions.  The  city  accepted  the  gift;  and, 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rindge,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  confer  with  Francis  J.  Parker,  his  agent,  in 
regard  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  of  the  donor.  This 
committee  consisted  of  Justin  Winsor,  Col.  T.  W.  Higginson, 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Montague  and  Hon.  William  E.  Russell.  The 
building  was  begun  in  the  autumn  of  1887,  and  completed  in  June, 
1889.  Its  dimensions  are  one  hundred  and  thirty  by  forty-five 
feet,  and  it  cost  about  $80,000.  It  is  a  fine  specimen  of  mod- 
ified Romanesque  architecture,  constructed  of  a  light-brown  granite 
from  Dedham,  relieved  by  trimmings  of  Longmeadow  brown  sand- 
stone. The  general  form  of  the  building,  the  beautiful  arched 
entrance,  the  round  tower,  the  elaborately  carved  capitals  of  the 
pillars  and  the  frieze  on  the  Irving  Street  end  of  the  building  attract 
general  admiration.  The  interior  is  finished  in  ash,  and  the  color- 
ing of  the  walls  is  in  terra-cotta,  old  gold  and  olive-green  shades. 
The  reading-room  is  finished  to  the  arched  roof,  and  is  lighted  both 
by  gas  and  electricity.  The  new  building  was  opened  to  the  pub- 
lic Aug.  5,  1889. 

The  library  contains  a  Cambridge  memorial  room,  chiefly  de- 
voted to  a  special  collection  of  books  by  Cambridge  authors,  but 
including  also  various  objects  of  interest  to  the  local  antiquarian. 
This  room  is  also  used  from  time  to  time  as  a  reading-room  by 
classes  of  students,  for  whose  use  small  collections  of  books  are 
temporarily  reserved.  The  stack,  which  is  practically  fire-proof, 
has  a  present  capacity  of  about  85,000  volumes,  and  will  requii'e 
enlargement  within  a  few  years.  The  library  is  fortunate  in 
having  an  entire  square  devoted  to  its  use,  as  ample  opportunity 
for  extension  is  thereby  at  hand.  In  1894  a  wing  was  added  to 
the  building.  The  first  floor  contains  a  reading-room  for  children, 
a  room  for  cataloguing  and  an  oflSce  for  the  librarian.     On  the 
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second  floor  is  a  room  for  the  tmstees,  aud  also  a  special  library, 
to  which  the  public  have  access,  comprising  works  on  American 
local  history  and  genealogy.  In  the  basement  of  this  wing  space 
is  provided  for  bound  volumes  of  newspapers,  which  may  here  be 
consulted. 

In  order  to  bring  the  library  and  the  schools  into  close  relations, 
each  teacher  in  the  high  and  grammar  schools  may  take  ten  books 
at  one  time,  which  are  largely  for  circulation  among  the  pupils. 
Collections  from  and  deliveries  to  each  school  are  made  by  the 
library  carrier  once  a  week.  Special  facilities  are  also  afforded 
teachers  in  the  primary  and  in  private  schools.  In  1897  a  branch 
library  was  opened  in  East  Cambndge,  with  an  equipment  of  about 
800  books  and  37  periodicals.  It  is  open  every  day,  Sundays  and 
holidays  excepted,  from  10tol2,  2to6  and  7  to  9.  In  addition 
to  the  branch  library,  there  are  seven  delivery  stations  in  different 
parts  of  the  city,  where  books  are  received  and  delivered  Mondays, 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

The  library  is  being  re-catalogued  according  to  the  decimal  sys- 
tem. The  card  catalogue,  arranged  in  trays,  includes  all  books 
not  in  the  two  printed  catalogues,  and  is  steadily  being  extended 
to  include  the  entire  library.  A  monthly  bulletin,  chiefly  devoted 
to  new  books,  is  issued  for  free  distribution. 

The  library  has  the  following  invested  funds,  all  yielding  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent.:  Fay  fund,  $1,000,  be- 
queathed by  Isaac  Fay  in  1873 ;  Cummings  fund,  $2,000,  the 
bequest  of  Daniel  P.  Cummings  in  1889 ;  citizens'  subscription 
fund,  $5,500,  contributed  shortly  after  the  gift  from  Mr.  Rindge 
of  the  new  building.  The  amount  subscribed  to  the  last  fund 
was  about  $8,500,  but  a  portion  was  expended  at  once  for  refer- 
ence books. 

Any  resident  of  Cambridge,  above  thirteen  years  of  age,  is  en- 
titled to  draw  books  from  the  library,  while  children  under  that 
age  may  receive  cards  at  the  discretion  of  the  librarian.  The 
library  is  open  from  10  a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  and  on  Sundays  from  2  to 
10  P.M.  The  city  appropriation  for  1897  was  $20,050,  and  of 
this  amount  $5,680.25  was  spent  for  books  and  periodicals. 

The  board  of  trustees  consists  of  seven  members,  all  appointed 
by  the  mayor,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  board  of  aldermen. 
Two  citizens  at  large  are  appointed  each  year,  for  n  term  of  three 
years,  and  one  member  of  the  school  committee  is  appointed  to 
serve  for  the  municipal  year.  The  present  members  of  the  board 
are:  William  Taggard  Piper,  president;  Jabez  Fox,  secretary; 
Angastine    J.  Daly,    treasurer;    Thomas  Wentworth   Higginson, 
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Albert  M.  Barnes,  William  J.  Rolfe  and  Edward  C.  Wheeler. 
The  librarian  is  William  L.  R.  Gifford. 

Population,  1895,  81,643;  valuation,  $82,498,034;  volumes, 
1898,  53,261 ;  circulation  for  home  use,  162,764. 

OAITTON. 

The  Canton  Public  Library  was  established  in  1874,  through 
the  efforts  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
A  small  agricultural  library  was  absorbed  in  it,  and  it  has  the  sec- 
ondary use  of  the  income  of  a  bequest  of  $5,000  from  the  estate 
of  George  E.  Downes.  The  amount  of  the  annual  income  of  this 
bequest  is  $250,  and  the  portion  that  is  not  required  for  the  care 
of  the  testator's  burial  lot  is  used  for  the  library.  With  this  ex- 
oeption,  the  library  is  supported  by  taxation,  the  annual  appro- 
priation being  about  $1,000.  It  occupies  rooms  in  the  lower  story 
of  the  memorial  hall  building,  which  is  owned  by  the  town  and 
ased  for  town  purposes.  It  is  under  the  management  of  a  board 
of  nine  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  under  the  provisions  of  the 
general  library  act  of  1888.  By  the  will  of  Miss  Caroline  Tucker 
Downes  of  Canton,  1898,  the  library  receives  a  fund  of  $2,000, 
the  income  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books. 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1883,  and  three  or  more  supplements 
issued  later;  but  these  were  superseded  by  a  card  catalogue  in 
1895,  and  in  1896  a  catalogue  of  fiction  was  published,  followed 
in  1897  by  a  catalogue  of  history,  biography  and  travel.  These 
two  catalogues  cover  about  three-quarters  of  the  books  in  the 
library,  and  comprise  those  most  generally  called  for.  The  library 
is  open  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  from  2  to  6  and 
7.30  to  9  P.M.  Books  are  sent  once  a  week  to  Ponkapoag  by 
special  delivery.  .Patrons  of  the  library  are  allowed  a  second, 
non-fiction  card,  if  they  care  for  it,  and  many  take  advantage  of 
the  privilege.  The  children  of  the  town  are  encouraged  to  use  the 
library  in  their  school  work. 

The  present  trustees  are :  Henry  F.  Buswell,  chairman ;  Frank 
R.  Bird,  secretary;  Elwin  A.  Capen,  treasurer;  Rev.  J.  P. 
Bodfish,  Rev.  Henry  F.  Jenks,  Joseph  W.  Wattles,  Charles  N, 
Draper,  Charles  Galligan  and  Edwin  L.  Underwood.  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam F.  Downes  is  librarian,  and  Miss  Gertrude  C.  Ryan  assistant. 
The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  about  $550. 

Population,  1895,  4,636  ;  valuation,  $4,565,732 ;  volumes,  1898, 
9,100;  circulation  for  home  use,  19,073. 
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CABIilSLB. 

The  Carlisle  Free  Public  Library  was  established  March  18, 
1872,  through  the  eflPorts  of  Mrs.  Lydia  S.  Patten,  wife  of  Rev. 
Moses  Patten,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Seeing  the 
need  and  realizing  the  benefit  of  such  an  institution,  she  gave  her- 
self heartily  to  the  work,  succeeded  in  getting  it  well  started,  and 
then  presented  it  to  the  town.  It  was  accepted  on  the  above  date, 
and  $140  appropriated  for  its  benefit.  This  year  the  amount  ap- 
propriated, including  the  dog  tax,  is  $450.  The  library  is  under 
the  management  of  a  board  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  the  libi-ary  had  no  permanent  place 
of  abode,  but  was  moved  as  circumstances  seemed  to  demand.  It 
now  occupies  an  attractive  brick  building  in  the  centre  of  the 
village,  the  recent  gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbury,  a 
native  of  Carlisle.  The  building  has  a  frontage  of  fifty-seven  feet 
on  the  street,  and  is  thirty-five  feet  deep.  The  exterior  is  of 
pressed  brick,  with  granite  and  terra-cotta  trimmings  and  slated 
roof.  The  entrance  is  from  the  north-east,  through  a  large  arch 
and  vestibule,  to  the  stairway  hall ;  here  access  is  had  to  the  wait- 
ing and  delivery  room,  which  is  thirteen  and  one-half  by  twenty- 
two  and  one-half  feet.  In  the  rear  of  the  delivery  room,  and 
divided  from  it  by  an  arch  and  counter,  is  the  book  room,  thirteen 
and  one-half  by  twenty-two  and  one-half  feet.  At  the  west  end 
of  the  buUding  is  the  reading-room,  fifteen  by  twenty-two  feet. 
This  is  connected  with  the  delivery  and  book  room  by  two  large 
arches,  between  which  is  a  fireplace  and  mantel  of  moulded  bricks 
and  terra-cotta.  To  the  south  of  the  stairway  hall  is  a  room  for 
the  librarian  and  trustees.  The  basement  contains  selectmen's 
room,  fifteen  by  twenty-two  feet,  with  fire-proof  vault  eight  by 
eight  feet,  a  fuel  and  furnace  room,  and  toilet  and  storage  rooms. 
The  ground  slopes  to  the  rear,  so  that  the  basement  rooms  show  a 
full  story  above  ground.  On  the  second  floor  of  the  main  building 
is  a  room  thirty-two  by  twenty-two  and  one-half  feet,  which  is 
used  for  historical  purposes.  The  vestibule  floor  is  mosaic  tile, 
and  all  the  interior  is  furnished  and  panelled  in  natural  woods. 
Upon  the  front  appears  the  inscription,  *'  Gleason  Library,  A.D. 
'95."  The  cost  of  the  building,  including  lot,  was  $9,413.19. 
Mrs.  Gleason's  gift  to  the  town  was  $7,825.40,  and  by  it  she  has 
conferred  a  lasting  benefit  upon  the  town,  and  erected  a  monu- 
ment to  her  memory  which  will  remain  for  centuries.  The  build- 
ing wa«  formally  dedicated  and  presented  to  the  town  by  Charles 
H.  Waloott,  Esq.,  of  Concord,  May  18,  1896,  the  dedicatory  ad- 


70  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

dress  being  by  Samuel  S.  Green  of  Worcester.  The  library  is 
open  every  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening.  A  catalogue  was 
printed  in  1896.  The  annual  cost  for  care  of  the  libi-ary  is  $65. 
In  1894  books  to  the  value  of  8100  were  added  to  the  library  by 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  under  authority  of  the  Acts 
of  1892.  The  members  of  the  present  board  of  trustees  are :  Rev. 
Lyman  Mevis,  chairman ;  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Green,  secretary ;  and 
Benjamin  F.  Blaisdell,  Jr.     Mrs.  Mary  A.  Green  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  492;  valuation,  $346,868;  volumes,  1898, 
1,630;  circulation,  2,060. 

OABVEB. 

The  free  public  library  of  Carver  was  established  March  25, 
1895,  by  a  vote  of  the  town  accepting  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of 
1890,  and  the  receipt  of  $100  worth  of  books  from  the  Free  Public 
Library  Commission.  The  town  appropriates  $200  for  the  support 
of  the  library,  which  occupies  a  room  in  the  town  house.  Books 
have  been  given  by  Peleg  and  Helena  McFarlin.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  $50  annually.  Accession  lists  are  printed  each 
year  in  the  town  reports.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays  from 
2  to  6  and  7  to  9  p.m.  The  management  is  in  a  board  of  three 
trustees,  chosen  at  town  meeting  as  the  law  prescribes.  The 
present  members  are :  Albert  T.  Shurtleff,  Henry  S.  Griffith  and 
Seth  C.  C.  Finney.     Miss  Lillian  M.  Vaughan  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,016;  valuation,  $876,839;  volumes,  1898, 
909 ;  circulation,  2,275. 

OHABLBMONT. 

In  December,  1878,  a  few  of  the  citizens  of  Charlemont  formed 
an  association  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  instructive  and  enter- 
taining reading  to  its  members,  in  the  form  of  a  library,  the  con- 
dition of  membership  being  the  payment  of  an  annual  fee  of  $1, 
the  money  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  library  was 
cared  for  by  one  of  the  members  without  charge,  and  open  every 
Saturday.  This  arrangement  was  continued  until  February,  1891, 
at  which  time  the  books  numbered  about  480  volumes,  and  the 
association  voted  to  give  them  to  the  town  upon  condition  that  a 
free  public  library  should  be  maintained.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
association  a  few  entertainments  were  given,  the  proceeds  of 
which  were  used  to  buy  books,  the  rest  of  its  income  being  ob- 
tained from  membership  fees  and  gifts  from  a  few  citizens  who 
kept  up  their  interest  in  the  library  during  the  thirteen  years  of  its 
existence.  Among  those  who  kept  the  good  work  alive  may  be 
mentioned  Misses  A.  W.  and  A.  T.  Maxwell,  Mrs.  Kate  Upson 
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Clarke,  Mrs.  Preston  Baker,  M.  S.  Tyler,  A.  L.  Avery,  R.  R. 
Edwards,  S.  W.  Hawkes,  George  E.  Bcmis  and  others.     Hon. 
Joseph  White  of  Williamstown,   a  native  of  Charlemont,    had 
long  cherished  the  idea  of  having  the  town  presented  a  suitable 
building  for  a  library,  high  school,  town  hall,  etc. ,  and  for  this 
purpose  gave  to  the  town  a  fine  building  lot  on  which  stood  the 
old  house  in  which  he  was  born  and  lived  many  years.     On  this 
lot  a  fine  brick  structure  was  erected  in  1893,  containing  a  hall, 
rooms  for  the  library  and  town  o£Bcers,  and  for  such  other  pur- 
poses as  the  town  shall  wish  to  use  them.     The  cost  of  the  build- 
ing was  about  $12,000,  of  which  $8,000  was  furnished  by  E.  R. 
Goodnow,  on  condition  that  the  town  pay  him  $400  per  year  dur- 
ing his   life,  and  the  same  amount  after  his   death   to   his  wife 
during  her  life,  should  she  sur\-ive  him  ;  $1,000  was  given  without 
condition  by  Stephen  Leonard,  and  the  balance  of  over  $2,000 
was  made  up  by  the  following  citizens :  A.  L.  Avery,  H.  H.  May- 
hew,  A.  L.  Barnard,  C.  P.  C.  Miner,  Geo.  E.  Bemis,  Miss  A.  T. 
Maxwell,  Miss  A.  W.  Maxwell,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Mayhew,  J.  A.  Wells, 
Preston  Baker,  C.  B.  Mayhew,  Mrs.  Kate  Upson  Clarke,  C.  S. 
Bryant,  G.  H.  Marcy,  C.  T.  Haskins,  L.  B.  Rice,  D.  A.  Veber, 
L.  J.  Hall,  Dr.  Hiram  Temple,  E.  N.  Hawkes  and  A.  L.  Tyler. 
Hon.  O.  B.  Potter  of  New  York  furnished  the  hall  and  library 
building  with  a  fine  tower  clock  and  bell.     The  heirs  of  George 
Maxwell,  Esq.,  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  gave  $1,000  for  a  permanent 
fond,  the  annual  income  (which  is  now  $40)  to  be  used  for  the 
purchase  of  books.     Under  authority  of  the  library  act  of  1890, 
the  gift  of   $100  worth  of  books  was   received  from   the  State, 
and  substantial  aid  was  given  the  library  when  first  opened  and 
since  by  Miss  E.  P.  Sohier,  Wra.  D.  Sohier,  Hon.  Elihu  B.  Hayes, 
Mrs.  Kate  Upson  Clarke,  A.  L.  Avery  and  others.     The  library 
is  pleasantly  located  and  well  patronized.     The  town's  annual  ap- 
propriation is  $65.     Branches  have  been  opened  at  Zoar  (West 
Charlemont)  and  East  Charlemont,  the  latter  being  used  at  the 
present  time.     A  complete  catalogue  after  the  A.  L.  A.  form  is 
ready  for  the  printer,  and  it  is  hoped  in  the  near  future  to  have  a 
reading-room  in  successful  operation.     The  library  is  open  on  Sat- 
urdays from  1  to  5  and  from  6  to  9  p.m.     The  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $35. 

The  present  trustees  are:  George  E.  Bemis,  Hiram  Temple, 
M.D.,  and  Fred  L.  Tyler.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Lizzie  M. 
Temple. 

Population,  1895,1,041;  valuation,  $357,142 ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,278;  circulation,  8,121. 
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OHABIjTON. 

An  association  known  as  the  Charlton  Young  Men's  Library 
Association,  membership  in  which  was  obtained  by  the  payment 
of  $1  and  an  annual  tax  of  twenty-live  cents,  had  accumulated, 
by  purchase  and  donation,  a  library  of  524  volumes.  Wishing  to 
extend  the  privileges  of  the  library  and  insure  its  steady  growth, 
the  association  voted  to  give  it  to  the  town,  provided  that  it  should 
always  be  kept  at  the  centre  village,  and  that  an  annual  appropri- 
ation should  be  made  by  the  town  for  its  support,  of  which  at 
least  $100  should  be  spent  annually  for  the  purchase  of  new 
books.  The  foregoing  conditions  having  been  accepted  by  the 
town,  the  library  was  established  as  the  Charlton  Free  Public 
Library,  Aug.  26,  1882,  and  is  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  who 
have  attained  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  The  library  was  kept 
several  years  at  the  house  of  the  first  librarian,  Mr.  Nelson  Mcln- 
tyre ;  from  this  place  it  was  removed  to  the  second  story  of  the 
Centre  school-house,  where  it  still  remains,  and  where  it  has  been 
cared  for  successively  by  William  E.  Bartlett,  L.  T.  Mason,  Miss 
Ida  Burlingame,  L.  D.  Williams,  J.  Fremont  Rich  and  Jessie  F* 
Wakefield.  It  is  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  with  the  exception 
of  the  income  of  the  Munroe  fund,  a  legacy  of  $500  from  the  estate 
of  Mrs.  Emeline  Munroe,  which  is  wholly  applied  to  the  purchase 
of  new  books.  The  trustees  at  present  receive  an  income  of  four 
per  cent,  per  annum  from  its  investment.  The  appropriation  by 
the  town  for  the  support  of  the  library  has  been  $200  annually, 
since  its  establishment.  A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1886,  and 
supplements  have  been  issued  as  needed  since  that  time.  It  has 
also  an  excellent  card  catalogue.  The  library  is  managed  by  a 
boaixi  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  at  its  annual  meeting, 
one  being  chosen  each  year,  to  serve  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
The  library  is  open  every  Saturday,  from  1  to  8  p.m.  The  librarian 
is  the  only  person  employed,  and  the  cost  of  administration  is 
about  $60  annually.  The  present  trustees  are:  Carlos  Bond,  F. 
O.  Wakefield  and  E.  R.  Carpenter.  Librarian,  Miss  Jessie  F. 
Wakefield. 

Population,  1895,  1,877;  valuation,  $958,812 ;  volumes,  1898, 
2,400;  circulation,  3,250. 

CHATHAM. 

The  town  of  Chatham  possesses  one  of  the  most  beautiful  lib- 
rai*y  buildings  of  its  size  in  the  State,  containing  a  fine  selection 
of  volumes  for  circulation  and  a  very  complete  i-eference  library. 
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The  library  was  presented  to  the  town  in  1896  by  Hon.  Marcellus 
Eldredge,  and  is  known  as  the  Eldredge  Public  Library. 

The  building,  which  cost  $40,000,  is  conveniently  located  on 
Main  Street  and  stands  in  the  centre  of  a  large  lot,  forty  feet 
from  the  street.  The  walk  up  the  gentle  rise  is  circular  in  form 
and  is  laid  in  granolithic  stone,  starling  from  either  end  of  the 
street  line. 

The  architecture  of  the  building,  which  is  sixty-seven  by  thirty- 
four  feet,  and  one  story  high,  is  after  the  modified  Renaissance 
style;  severe  rather  than  ornate.  It  is  built  of  red  brick,  with 
Longmeadow  stone  trimmings,  and  foundations  of  dark  Quincy 
granite.  The  roof  is  covered  with  green  slate,  with  red  terra-cotta 
ridges,  and  the  cornices,  bay  window,  roof  and  conductors  are  of 
copper. 

The  visitor  arrives  at  the  wide  arched  entrance  and  loggia  by  a 
short  flight  of  broad  steps  of  North  River  stone.  From  the  loggia, 
which  is  four  and  one-half  by  eleven  feet,  is  another  step  to  the 
vestibule  on  the  main  floor.  This  is  of  the  same  size  as  the  loggia. 
The  floor  is  laid  in  Italian  marble  mosaic  and  the  walls  are  of 
white  enamelled  brick,  with  trimmings  of  Indiana  limestone.  The 
vestibule  dooi*s  and  the  windows  on  either  side  have  lights  of  clear 
glass,  set  in  bronze  bars.  The  ceilings  of  both  are  of  quartered 
oak  with  richly  carved  panels  and  cornices.  Set  in  the  wall  on  the 
left  of  the  vestibule  is  a  handsome  tablet  of  bronze  metal,  bearing 
the  following  inscription:  eldredge  library,     a.d.  mdcccxcv. 

Leading  from  the  vestibule  is  the  entrance  hall,  twelve  by 
twenty  feet.  This  is  lighted  at  the  end  opposite  to  the  entrance 
by  two  handsome  stained  glass  windows,  in  which  appear  solid 
medallion  fac-similes  of  the  marks  of  two  earlier  Italian  book- 
makers, L.  Givnta  and  Aldvs. 

To  the  right  of  the  hall  is  the  reading-room,  eighteen  by  thirty 
feet  and  sixteen  and  one-half  feet  high.  The  wide  entrance  has 
sliding  doors,  over  which  is  an  arch  containing  lights  of  clear 
glass,  set  in  bronze  bars  of  Grecian  pattern.  The  massive  oak 
mantel  in  this  room  is  one  of  the  gems  of  the  interior  decorations, 
the  carving  out  of  the  solid  wood  having  cost  hundreds  of  dollars. 
At  the  left  of  the  entrance  hall  is  the  delivery  space  twelve  by 
twelve  feet,  and  leading  from  this  is  the  reference  room,  eleven  by 
fifteen  feet,  having  a  capacity  for  550  volumes.  The  stack  room, 
beyond  the  delivery  room,  is  finished  after  the  alcove  system.  It 
is  two  stories  high,  with  four  lai*ge  alcoves  in  each  story,  a  gallery 
connecting  the  two  sides,  and  has  an  estimated  capacity  for  12,000 
volumes.      The  interior  of  the  building  is  wainscotted  nine  feet 
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high  in  quartered  oak.  Above  the  wood  work  the  walls  are  tinted 
a  grayish  green.  In  the  ceilings  the  oak  beams  and  cornices  are 
exposed,  and  the  plaster  panels  between  are  of  a  rich  cream  tint. 
The  floors  are  of  quartered  oak.  The  library  furniture  is  of 
quartered  oak,  made  to  order  from  special  design. 

Every  attention  has  been  given  to  securing  good  light  and  per- 
fect ventilation.  The  large  chandeliers  were  made  for  the  library, 
and  are  handsome  and  appropriate.  The  facilities  for  heating 
with  hot  air  are  of  the  best. 

The  library  is  incorporated,  and  is  managed  by  a  board  of  five 
directors,  which  at  present  is  made  up  of  the  five  incorporators. 
It  has  a  permanent  fund  of  $5,000  —  the  Eldredge  fund,  presented 
with  the  building  and  books — and  one  of  $900,  several  years  ago 
bequeathed  to  the  Chatham  Town  Library  by  Mr.  Loveland,  and 
known  as  the  Loveland  fund.  The  town  makes  an  appropriation 
annually  of  $250 ;  and,  as  the  running  expenses  of  the  institution 
are  $1,000  a  year,  the  deficit  has  been  generously  supplied  by  the 
donor  of  the  building.  Mr.  Eldredge  and  his  wife  died  on  the 
same  day,  March  12,  1898.  By  his  will  $20,000  is  bequeathed  to 
the  Eldredge  Public  Library. 

The  library  is  open  to  the  public,  from  July  I  to  September  1, 
daily  from  8  to  5.30  and  from  6.30  to  9  p.m.  ;  from  September  1 
to  July  1  it  is  open  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  from  3 
to  5  and  from  6.30  to  8.30  p.m.  During  the  school  term  it  is  also 
open  Saturday  mornings,  from  10  to  12,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  school  teachers.  Every  effort  is  made  to  do  the  greatest 
amount  of  good  to  the  greatest  number,  and  guests  of  the  town 
have  the  same  privileges  as  the  townspeople.  The  reference  room 
is  of  great  help  to  the  schools,  and  is  also  used  by  the  people  gen- 
erally. Its  influence  is  already  felt,  and  every  effort  is  made  by 
those  in  charge  to  personally  assist  all  who  come  to  the  library  for 
information  and  to  encourage  each  one  to  ask  for  what  he  needs. 
The  trustees  are :  Hon.  Marcellus  Eldredge,  president  and  treas- 
urer {deceased)  ;  H.  Fisher  Eldredge,  vice-president ;  William 
Nickerson,  clerk;  J.  J.  Howes  and  Heman  A.  Harding.  The 
librarian  is  Miss  Mary  Evelyn  Byram. 

Population,  1895,  1,809;  valuation,  $921,746;  volumes,  1898, 
3,000;  circulation,  11,738. 
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OHBIiMSFOBD. 

Before  the  beginning  of  the  present  centary  a  small  social  library 
existed  in  the  central  village  of  Chelmsford,  sometimes  located  in 
private  houses,  but  latterly  in  a  room  in  the  town  house.  It  had 
a  small  permanent  fund,  but  relied  for  its  support  upon  fees. 
Similar  association  libraries  were  supported  in  the  north  and  south 
villages.  In  1898,  largely  through  the  influence  and  energy  of 
Heniy  S.  Perham,  the  town  by  vote  accepted  the  provisions  of  the 
library  act  of  1890,  and  in  May  of  that  year  received  from  the 
Commonwealth  $100  worth  of  books  as  the  foundation  of  a  free 
town  library.  The  social  libraries  of  the  Centre  and  South 
villages  were  given  by  their  proprietors  to  the  town  at  the  same 
time.  For  two  years  the  quarters  occupied  were  small  and  incon- 
venient, but  in  1895  the  collection  of  books  gained  a  new  and 
beautiful  home  in  a  building  given  the  town  by  Amos  Francis 
Adams  of  Boston,  a  native  of  Chelmsford.  This  is  substantially 
constructed  of  brick  and  terra-cotta,  and  cos't  about  $30,000.  It 
was  dedicated  May  8,  1895.  Its  shelf  capacity  is  about  10,000 
volumes,  but  can  be  inexpensively  increased  to  20,000.  A  con- 
venient reading-room  forms  a  part  of  the  ground  plan,  and  all  the 
appointments  are  complete  and  admirably  adapted  for  their  pur- 
pose. Gifts  of  $500  each  were  received  from  Thomas  M.  Adams 
of  Chelmsford  and  T.  P.  Proctor,  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The 
town  appropriates  $800  annually  for  library  support.  The  books 
are  accessible  to  the  public  on  Mondays  and  Fridays  from  7  to  9 
and  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  4  to  9  p.m.  A  catalogue 
was  printed  in  1893,  lists  of  accessions  are  published,  and  there  is 
a  card  catalogue. 

Inquirers  from  the  public  schools  receive  careful  assistance  from 
the  librarian.  Books  are  delivered  at  the  south  village  once  a  fort- 
night. The  cost  of  administration  is  $20  per  month.  The  trus- 
tees are :  J.  Adams  Bartlett,  chairman ;  Miss  Emma  J.  Gay, 
secretary  and  treasurer;  Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Bartlett,  Luther  H. 
Sargent,  Albert  Davis  and  A.  Heady  Park.  The  librarian  is 
Charles  H.  Greenleaf . 

The  North  Chelmsford  Library  Association  was  organized  Jan. 
19,  1872,  when  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  about  $600  were 
pledged  for  the  purpose.  The  town  gave  the  use  of  a  room  in  the 
north  town  hall  building,  which  was  fitted  up  by  the  association, 
and  the  library  was  opened,  with  1,006  books  upon  the  shelves, 
April  13,  1872.  In  1878  land  was  purchased,  and  a  small  frame 
building,  containing  three  i-ooms,  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about 
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$1,500.  The  expense  was  chiefly  met  by  donations  of  money, 
labor  and  material.  The  current  expenses  of  the  library  were 
paid  by  fees  and  the  proceeds  of  lectures  and  entertainments. 
Since  1894  the  town  has  made  annual  appropriations  in  favor  of 
the  association,  upon  condition  that  the  use  of  its  books  be  made 
free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  appropriation  applied 
to  the  purchase  of  books  is  made  with  the  specification  that  these 
books  are  the  property  of  the  town,  the  association  not  having  sur- 
rendered the  ownership  of  its  collection  to  the  town.  The  present 
appropriations  are  $250  for  running  expenses  and  8150  for  books. 
The  association  has  permanent  funds  as  follows :  $500  given  by  its 
late  president,  Dr.  N.  B.  Edwards;  and  $500  left  by  its  late  vice- 
president,  Charles  W.  Flint.  The  income  of  the  Edwards  fund  is 
available  for  any  library  use,  but  that  of  the  Flint  fund  is  limited 
to  the  purchase  of  books.  A  delivery  station  is  supported  at 
West  Chelmsford,  the  boiTowers  being  accommodated  by  carrier 
bi-weekly. 

Catalogues  and  supplements  were  printed  in  1883, 1888, 1890  and 
1894,  and  a  card  catalogue  is  now  ready  for  use.  The  blackboard 
is  freely  used  to  call  attention  to  books  of  current  interest,  and 
bulletins  of  all  books  not  in  printed  lists  are  posted.  The  topical 
classification  is  complete,  including  the  contents  of  magazines,  and 
careful  attention  is  given  to  all  inquirers.  Pupils  in  the  schools 
are  especially  considered,  and  allowed  privileges  outside  of  librai-y 
hours.  Books  are  also  sent  to  school-rooms  upon  request  of 
teachers,  and  special  effort  is  made  at  the  library  to  assist  indi- 
vidual pupils.  The  library  is  open  for  book  delivery  Wednesday 
afternoons  from  3  to  5  and  Wednesday  and  Saturday  evenings 
from  7  until  8.30.     The  cost  of  administration  is  $85. 

The  association  annually  elects  a  president,  vice-president,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer,  to  hold  ofiSce  for  one  year,  and  one  member 
of  a  boai*d  of  three  directors  to  hold  office  for  three  years.  These 
officers  have  the  sole  management  of  the  library,  and  hold  its 
propeity  as  trustees.  The  town  has  no  representation  therein. 
The  present  officers  are:  Ziba  Gay,  president;  Arthur  H.  Shel- 
don, vice-president;  Otis  P.  Wheeler,  secretary;  Clara  A.  H. 
Adams,  treasurer;  Luther  H.  Sargent,  Carrie  A.  Josselyu  and 
Emma  J.  Gay,  directors.     Miss  Emma  J.  Gay  is  libranan. 

Population,  1895,  3,162  ;  valuation,  JI2,104,617  ;  volumes,  1898, 
Chelmsford,  5,228 ;  North  Chelmsford,  3,329  ;  circulation,  Chelms- 
ford, 11,138;  North  Chelmsford,  5,000. 
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OHEIiSBA. 

About  the  year  1848  the  towns  people  of  Chelsea  organized  a 
lyceum  for  literary  improvement  and  debate,  and  in  connection 
therewith  established  a  library,  which  gradually  grew  to  respect- 
able proportions.  A  small  membership  fee  was  charged,  and  the 
society  became  known  as  the  Chelsea  Library  Association,  which 
flourished  with  more  or  less  vigor  well  into  the  opening  years  of 
the  Rebellion,  when  the  interest  began  to  flag.  During  the  eight 
or  ten  years  previous,  besides  interesting  debates  and  literary  en- 
tertainments by  its  members,  it  annually  sustained  a  course  of  ten 
or  twelve  lectures  by  the  best  speakers  then  in  the  lecture  field, 
such  as  Phillips,  Beecher,  Goagh,  Chapin,  Curtis,  Everett,  Bayard 
Taylor,  Holland  and  many  others.  In  1863  the  association 
formally  dissolved,  leaving  its  books,  nearly  1,000  volumes,  to 
the  city,  to  go  towards  the  establishment  of  a  free  public  library. 

Such  an  institution  had  been  long  proposed;  but  although  in 
1861  the  mayor  in  his  inaugural  alluded  to  the  subject,  and  recom- 
mended some  action  towards  raising  by  private  subscription  a  sum 
sufficient  to  start  it,  nothing  definite  was  done  until  after  the  civil 
war,  when  in  1868  the  city  government  passed  an  ordinance  to  estab- 
lish such  a  library,  and  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  a  board 
of  trustees :  Hon.  Eustace  C.  Fitz,  Hon.  Mellen  Chamberlain,  John 
Edmunds,  James  P.  Farley,  Dr.  George  W.  Churchill  and  Elbridge 
C.  Donnell.  These  gentlemen  went  at  once  actively  to  work,  and, 
by  means  of  soliciting  popular  subscriptions,  and  by  literary  dona- 
tions and  interesting  individuals  and  societies  in  the  object  to  the 
extent  of  projecting  entertainments  in  its  aid,  they  were  enabled 
to  open  a  library  of  3,384  volumes  to  the  public  on  Jan.  1,  1870. 

The  principal  donors  in  cash  at  the  start  were  as  follows :  George 
H.  Norman,  $600;  citizens'  fund,  by  Hon.  Frank  B.  Fay,  trustee, 
$400  ;  the  Cary  family,  $200 ;  high  school  scholars,  9112.  Besides 
these,  sums  of  from  92  to  S25  were  contributed  by  various  in- 
dividuals, aggregating  less  than  $100,  which,  with  the  bequests 
later  of  $1,000  by  Hon.  Francis  B.  Fay,  $1,000  by  Philip  Wald- 
myer,  and  the  interest  on  $5,000  by  Dr.  William  G.  Wheeler, 
comprise  the  entire  cash  donations  the  library  has  ever  received 
outside  the  annual  city  appropriations. 

Besides  the  books  of  the  Chelsea  Library  Association,  980 
volumes,  the  Winnisimmet  Literary  Institute  gave  its  library  of 
446  volumes,  and  other  parties  contributed  books  as  follows: 
Henry  P.  Bailey,  158;  Ann  M.  Cary,  140;  Hon.  Frank  B.  Fay, 
129 ;  Arthur  Sibley,  110 ;  Lee  and  Shepard,  58 ;  James  Tent,  54 ; 
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Rev.  I.  P.  Langworthy,  50 ;  George  B.  Hanover,  73 ;  and  others 
in  smaller  lots,  aggregating  perhaps  400  volumes.  Since  then 
many  of  these  gentlemen  and  others  have  from  time  to  time  con- 
tributed liberally  in  this  direction. 

The  library  was  at  firat  opened  in  what  was  known  as  Green's 
block,  at  the  comer  of  Broadway  and  Second  Street;  but,  out- 
growing the  accommodations  there,  it  was  in  1874  removed  to  more 
spacious  quarters  in  Campbell's  building,  at  the  corner  of  Third 
Street,  whence  in  1885  the  trustees  were  enabled,  through  the  gen- 
erosity of  Hon.  Eustace  C.  Fitz,  to  occupy  in  perpetuity  the  large 
and  beautiful  estate  of  the  late  George  W.  Gerrish,  on  Broadway, 
from  Marlborough  to  Matthews  streets.  This  estate  was  laid  out 
and  the  building  erected  by  Mr.  Gerrish  for  his  own  residence,  at 
a  cost  of  over  $60,000 ;  but  financial  reverses  compelled  him  to  re- 
sign it,  and,  later,  Mr.  Fitz  purchased  it  for  the  low  price  of 
$12,500,  fitted  it  up  for  its  present  use  at  a  similar  outlay,  and 
presented  it  to  the  city,  ^*  with  no  other  conditions  than  that  it  shall 
be  perpetually  maintained  for  the  purposes  of  a  free  public  library, 
without  diversion  to  any  other  use,  and  that  it  shall  always  be  un- 
der the  sole  care  and  management  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
public  library  for  the  time  being." 

The  building  is  of  brick ;  it  is  constructed  in  a  very  substantial 
manner,  and  stands  in  the  midst  of  ample  grounds,  surrounded  by 
a  granite  wall.  The  rear  portion  of  the  building  was  formerly 
the  stable ;  but  Mr.  Fitz  had  built  a  connection  between,  so  that 
it  is  all  one  edifice.  The  stable  portion  is  now  the  stack  room,  to 
one  end  of  which  was  added  a  delivery  room,  and  the  large  con- 
necting room  is  the  general  reading-room,  more  especially  but  not 
exclusively  for  the  use  of  children ;  while  the  ground  floor  of  the 
main  building  contains  four  good  rooms.  The  two  rooms  on  the 
south  side  of  the  hallway  are  reserved  as  reading-rooms  for  adults, 
and  contain  accessible  shelves  and  tables,  where  visitors  can  find 
an  excellent  selection  of  current  periodical  literature.  Of  the  two 
rooms  on  the  north  side,  the  rear  one  contains  the  reference 
library,  and  the  front  one  is  reserved  as  an  adjunct  to  this,  where 
classes  from  the  public  schools,  or  any  other  partied  wishing  to 
consult  the  reference  books,  may  retire  for  verbal  conference,  and 
so  avoid  disturbing  other  visitors.  Here  are  700  books  of  refer- 
ence, comprising  dictionaries,  cyclopsedias,  histories,  scientific 
works,  selected  literature,  etc.,  besides  copies  of  nearly  all  the 
standard  poets  of  America  and  Europe;  and  all  readily  acces- 
sible to  visitors  without  calling  on  the  attendants.  The  pupils 
of  the  public  schools  make  almost  constant  use  of  this  during  the 
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day,  and  the  teachers  as  well  as  the  trustees  esteem  it  an  invalu- 
able aid  to  popular  education;  the  latter  take  a  just  pride  in  it, 
and  spare  no  effort  to  add  to  its  efficiency.  Three  rooms  on  this 
floor  are  handsomely  carpeted  and  comfortably  and  tastefully  fur- 
nished. The  second  floor  contains  four  fair-sized  rooms  and  two 
smaller  ones,  all  of  which  can  be  utilized  for  books,  if  necessary ; 
but  at  present  one  is  used  by  the  trustees  for  meetings,  the  librarian 
has  another,  and  one  contains  public  documents,  city,  State  and 
national,  as  well  as  other  statistical  works,  all  arranged  for  ready 
reference,  but  not  yet  catalogued.  The  remaining  rooms  on  this 
floor  are  not  used,  but  the  trustees  are  projecting  the  establish- 
ment of  a  museum  of  civil  war  relics  and  other  memorials  of  the 
history  of  the  town,  which  will  bring  them  into  use,  and  form  a 
permanent  attraction  to  visitors. 

The  building  was  formally  dedicated  and  presented  to  the  city 
by  Mr.  Fitz,  Dec.  22,  1885,  with  appropriate  exercises,  Hon. 
Eugene  F.  Endicott  being  then  mayor,  and  the  occasion  was  brill- 
iantly accentuated  by  an  address  delivered  by  James  Russell 
Lowell.  Until  1889  the  library  was  known  as  the  ''Public 
Library  of  the  city  of  Chelsea ;  *'  but  during  that  year  the  city 
ooancil,  in  recognition  of  the  donor  of  the  building,  changed  its 
title  to  the  "Fitz  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Chelsea."  It  was 
established  by  city  ordinance  in  1868,  and  opened  to  the  public 
Jan.  1,  1870.  It  is  supported  entirely  by  city  appropriation,  the 
amount  annually  appropriated  for  several  years  past  being  $4,500. 
This  amount  has  to  suffice  for  all  expenses, — light,  heat,  repairs, 
care  of  building  and  grounds,  books  and  salaries.  It  has  no  per- 
manent fund,  and  receives  no  income  from  any  other  source  except 
receipts  from  fines  and  sale  of  catalogues,  amounting  to  about 
$200  a  year. 

It  18  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  two  being  elected 
annually  for  three  years,  such  election  being  by  concurrent  action 
of  the  city  council,  the  mayor  being  a  member  ex  officio.  The 
regnlar  employees  of  the  library  comprise  the  librarian,  two  assist- 
ants, janitor  and  messenger.  The  librarian  has  extra  temporary 
assistance  when  required.  The  salaries  of  these  aggregate  about 
$2,000.  These  and  other  expenditures  leave  a  margin  of  little 
more  than  $500  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  capacity  of  the  building  is  sufficient  for  containing  a  library 
of  from  50,000  to  100,000  volumes.  The  reading-rooms  are  well 
patronized ;  the  current  numbers  of  53  periodicals  are  kept  on  the 
tables,  and  about  9,500  books  are  annually  issued  from  the  circu- 
lating department  on  reading-room  slips. 
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A  complete  catalogue  was  printed  in  1881,  and  two  supplements 
in  1884  and  1889,  respectively.  For  some  years  past  the  local 
papers  have  published  lists  of  books  added  from  time  to  time, 
and  quarterly  lists  have  been  printed  and  given  to  card  holders. 
A  new  catalogue  is  now  in  process  of  compilation,  and  will  be 
printed  as  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  are  forthcoming. 

The  library  is  open  daily  throughout  the  year,  from  10  a.m.  to 
9  P.M.,  except  Sundays  and  holidays.  The  reading  and  reference 
rooms  are  open  on  Sunday  afternoons,  from  2  till  6,  when  visitors 
may  read  or  consult  any  work  in  the  library ;  but  no  books  are 
delivered  for  home  circulation. 

Everything  that  the  appropriation  will  permit  is  being  done  to 
broaden  the  work.  The  two-book  system  has  been  adopted; 
students'  cards  are  issued  on  which  more  than  two  books  are 
allowed ;  the  teachers  are  given  almost  unlimited  privileges  in 
connection  with  their  school  work ;  and  the  libi*arian  or  assistant 
may  always  be  found  at  the  desk  in  the  reading-room,  ready  to 
answer  questions  or  give  any  other  assistance  desired. 

The  present  trustees,  and  the  expiration  of  their  terms  of  service, 
are  as  follows :  Charles  A.  Campbell  and  William  E.  Oilman,  1900  ; 
William  Robinson  and  Alton  E.  Briggs,  1901 ;  Eugene  F.  Endi- 
cott  and  Simeon  Butterfield,  1902.  The  librarian,  Medora  Jennett 
Simpson,  was  elected  in  1869,  two  months  before  the  opening  of 
the  library. 

Population,  1895,  31,264;  valuation,  $23,194,583;  volumes, 
1898,  16,232;  circulation,  77,795,  of  which  about  sixty  per  cent, 
is  fiction  and  twenty- three  per  cent,  juveniles. 

OHB8HIBE. 

The  Cheshire  Library  Association  was  organized  in  December, 
1866,  as  a  stock  company,  a  share  costing  $5,  and  being  assessed 
$1  yearly.  The  books  were  kept  in  a  small  building  on  Main 
Street,  and  were  accessible  to  shareholders  one  day  in  the  week. 
The  collection  now  amounts  to  3,205  volumes,  and  the  average 
annual  circulation  has  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  3,000  volumes. 
In  the  spring  of  1896  the  association  united  with  the  town  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  to  contain  a  town  hall,  town  officer's  rooms 
and  accommodations  for  a  free  public  library.  This  structure  is  of 
brick,  with  stone  facings,  two  stories  and  in  plan  two  parallel- 
ograms of  twenty-seven  by  fifty  and  twenty-seven  by  sixty  feet, 
crossing  each  other  nearly  at  their  centres.     It  cost  about  $9,000. 

The  present  directors  of  the  library  are :  Richai^  A.  Burget, 
R.  V.Woods,  E.  W.  Blood,  Howard  A.  Northup  and  Mrs.  Levi  J. 
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Fisk,   chosen    by  the  association.     Miss    Emma  E.  Martin  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,1,176;  valuation,  $763,580;  volumes,  1898, 
3,205 ;  circulation,  3,000. 


The  town  of  Chester  in  1894  voted  to  accept  the  terms  of  the 
library  act  of  1890,  and  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission 
sent  to  it  in  July  $100  worth  of  select  books,  as  the  foundation 
of  a  free  library.  To  this  was  added  the  small  library  of  the 
Women's  Christiau  Temperance  Union,  which  had  been  kept  in  an 
ioconvenient  place  for  a  few  years  previous.  The  town  annually 
appropriates  $100  for  library  use,  and  small  sums  are  occasionally 
derived  from  entertainments.  Fifty  volumes  were  presented  to 
,the  library  by  Herbert  Smith  of  Hartford,  Conn.  The  library  occu- 
pies two  small  rooms  leased  for  the  purpose,  and  is  open  on  Sat- 
urday afternoons  and  evenings.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1895, 
and  lists  of  accessions  are  published.  The  cost  of  administration 
is  about  $50  per  annum.  Teachers  have  free  access  to  the  library 
at  all  times. 

The  town's  trustees  are  three  in  number :  Rev.  Thomas  D.  Mur- 
phy, Timothy  Keefe  and  Frank  Fay.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Ger- 
trude Burcham. 

Population,  1895,  1,429 ;  valuation,  $625,789 ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,365;  cumulation,  1,627. 

OHBSTBBFIBLD. 

Twenty  individuals  of  this  town  in  1831  voluntarily  paid  $2 
each  to  found  «'The  First  Social  Library  of  Chesterfield."  On 
payment  of  50  cents  annually,  others  had  access  to  the  books,  150 
in  number.  The  liberality  of  the  projectors,  and  the  reverse,  is 
shown  by  their  permitting  only  one  book  at  a  time  to  one  reader ; 
but  he  could  keep  a  book  three  months.  This  time  was  apparently 
not  long  enough,  for  some  of  the  books  have  been  ''out"  to  this 
day.  As  that  generation  of  donors  grew  old  and  disappeared, 
their  little  library  did  also.  The  present  town  library  was  started 
about  twenty  years  ago,  and  in  1873  the  town  appi*opriated  $500 
for  the  ''Town  Libraiy  of  Chesterfield,"  and  for  the  fitting  up  of 
the  room  which  it  occupies  in  the  town  house.  About  500  volumes 
were  purchased,  and  the  library  has  been  increased  by  intermittent 
appropriations  from  the  town,  and  the  occasional  appropriation  of 
the  dog  fund.  The  usual  sum  granted  by  the  town  for  library 
support  is  $25.     The  library  is  open  on  Sundays  from  12  m.  to 
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12.15  p.H.  and  from  1  to  1.30  p.m.,  and  on  Wednesdays  from  7.30 
to  8.30  P.M.  The  last  catalogue  printed  was  in  1873,  but  lists  of 
new  books  are  posted  in  the  library.  The  cost  of  administratioa 
is  $15. 

The  trustees  are  three  in  number,  chosen  by  the  town,  the 
present  board  consisting  of  Martin  L.  Higgins,  James  D.  Stall 
and  Thomas  E.  Smith.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  E.  V.  A.  Clary. 

Population,  1895,  589;  valuation,  $295,206;  volumes,  1898, 
1,335;  circulation,  781. 

OHIOOPBB. 

The  origin  of  the  Chicopee  Town  Library  was  the  **  Cabot  In- 
stitute," a  club  incorporated  in  1846 ;  and  the  first  books,  650  ia 
number,  were  purchased  with  funds  contributed  by  the  corpora- 
tions and  citizens  of  the  village  in  1847.  Gradual  additions  were 
made  until  1853,  when  the  number  had  reached  900;  and  they 
were  offered  to  the  town  as  a  foundation  for  a  public  library,  on 
condition  that  it  should  make  an  annual  appropriation  of  not  less 
than  $100,  and  also  provide  for  the  care  and  management  of  the 
library.  It  was  managed  by  the  institute  and  town  jointly  as  a 
free  library  for  ten  years,  and  the  town  assumed  full  possession 
and  control  in  April,  1863.  The  town  changed  the  librai^  from  a 
free  to  a  subscription  library,  charging  50  cents  per  annum  for  its 
use,  upon  the  theory  that  a  higher  value  would  attach  to,  and 
greater  interest  centre  in,  a  purchased  privilege,  than  in  one  wholly 
gratuitous.  This  annual  fee  was,  however,  abolished  in  April, 
1884,  and  since  that  time  the  library  has  been  wholly  free  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  In  recent  years  the  annual  appro- 
priation has  averaged  $2,500.  The  library  occupies  an  old  brick 
dwelling-house  adjacent  to  the  city  hall,  which  is  very  incon- 
venient for  the  purpose.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  three 
trustees,  appointed,  one  annually,  for  three  years.  Catalogues 
were  printed  in  1846  and  1859,  supplements  in  1862  and  1866, 
and  annual  bulletins  since.  The  library  is  open  Tuesdays  from  9 
A.M.  to  8.30  P.M.,  Thursdays  from  2  to  9  p.m.,  and  Saturdays 
from  9  A.M.  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  about 
$1,100. 

There  are  branch  libraries  at  Chicopee  Falls  and  Willimansett, 
to  which  books  are  sent  twice  a  week.  The  branch  at  Chicopee 
Falls  has  a  collection  of  about  500  volumes,  given  by  the  Chicopee 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  kept  for  local  use  exclusively.  The 
people  generally  seek  information  at  the  public  library,  and  all 
reasonable  facilities  are  afforded  them  for  obtaining  it.  Clei*gymen 
and  school  teachers  are  accorded  special  privileges. 
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The  present  trustees  are :  John  D.  White,  Justin  Spaulding  and 
George  E.  Carter.  The  librarians  are :  Miss  Anne  A.  Smith  at 
Chicopee,  Miss  Emma  E.  Gorton  at  Chicopee  Falls  and  Mrs. 
Annie  S.  Wood  at  Willimansett. 

Population,  1895,  16,420;  valuation,  $8,344,496;  volumes, 
1898,  18,359;  circulation,  41,450,  including  a  circulation  of 
about  10,000  at  the  Chicopee  Falls  branch. 

OHILMABK. 

The  free  public  librai'y  in  Chilmark  was  opened  Aug.  15,  1891, 
the  town  accepting  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890,  and 
receiving  from  the  State  books  to  the  value  of  $100.  The  town 
now  appropriates  for  its  maintenance  $35  annually.  It  is  kept  in 
a  building  occupied  as  a  store  and  post-office,  but  funds  are  being 
collected  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  a  special  library  building. 
The  library  is  accessible  to  the  public  during  all  hours  when  the 
store  is  open.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $20.  The  collection 
of  an  association  known  as  the  Quetsa  Library  has  been  absorbed, 
and  liberal  donations  of  books  have  been  received  from  Miss  Alice 
Stone  Blackwell,  Mrs.  Lucy  L.  Sanford,  Miss  Anna  E.  Ticknor 
and  William  L.  Foster.  There  is  a  card  catalogue.  The  three 
trustees  in  charge,  elected  by  the  town,  are:  Fred  A.  Mayhew, 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Mayhew  and  Mrs.  Florence  B.  Mayhew,  the  last 
acting  as  librarian.  The  inhabitants  of  Chilmark  have  also  the 
free  use  of  the  West  Tisbui-y  Free  Public  Library. 

Population,  1895,  304;  valuation,  $228,379;  volumes,  1898, 
847;  circulation,  951. 

OLABKSBUBa. 

The  town  of  Clarksburg  voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 347  of  the  Acts  of  1890  in  the  spring  of  1897,  but  failed  to 
elect  trustees  by  ballot,  as  the  law  requires.  This  defect  in  the 
town's  action  was  remedied  in  1898,  and  $100  worth  of  books 
from  the  State  laid  the  foundation  of  a  free  library.  The  town 
appropriates  $15  annually  for  library  support.  Rooms  for  the 
books  are  provided  in  Lin  wood  Hall,  District  No.  3,  in  the  school- 
room of  District  No.  4,  and  at  the  store  of  Robt.  S.  McKay. 
They  are  open  to  the  public  in  business  hours  at  the  store ;  on 
Sundays,  3.30  to  4.30  p.m.,  and  Mondays  8.30  to  9.30  p.m.  in 
District  No.  3 ;  and  on  Fridays  7  to  9  p.m.  in  District  No.  4. 
The  library  includes  the  151  volumes  given  by  the  State,  61  vol- 
umes given  by  S.  W.  Barker  to  the  people  of  Briggsville,  and  46 
volumes  received  from  the  State  librarian.  A  catalogue  has  been 
printed. 
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The  trastees  are :  William  6.  McKay,  Henry  W.  Daniels  and 
Harry  Davis.  They  serve  as  librarians  in  their  respective  dis- 
tricts. 

Population,  1895,  1,009;  valuation,  $222,584;  volames,  258; 
circulation,  about  800. 

OLINTON. 

The  nucleus  of  the  Bigelow  Free  Public  Library  of  Clinton  was 
the  donation  of  4,408  volumes  to  the  town  by  the  Bigelow  Library 
Association,  on  the  condition  that  it  should  establish  and  maintain 
a  free  public  library,  provide  it  with  suitable  rooms  and  other  ac- 
commodations, and  expend  not  less  than  $500  annually  for  the 
purchase  of  books.  This  association  library  was  formed  in  1846, 
and  named  in  honor  of  Hon.  Erastus  B.  Bigelow,  who  was  its 
greatest  benefactor.  The  library  was  opened  free  to  the  public 
Dec.  6,  1873,  and  rooms  for  the  library  and  reading-room  were 
provided  for  it  in  the  new  town  house.  The  town  has  made  gen- 
erous appropriations,  and  the  library  has  been  from  the  beginning 
ever-increasing  and  prosperous.  The  annual  appropriation  of  the 
town  is  $1,200  and  the  dog  tax, —  some  $750  in  addition.  Col. 
Gilman  M.  Palmer,  who  died  May  27,  1885,  left  by  will  $1,000 
for  the  benefit  of  the  library. 

Some  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  collection  of  local  material, 
such  as  town  reports,  and  complete  files  of  the  newspapers  pub- 
lished in  the  town.  The  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools 
are  encouraged  to  consult  the  librarian  regarding  books  for  use  in 
their  school  work,  and  the  teachers  are  provided  with  extra  cards, 
entitling  them  to  books  for  use  in  schools.  A  catalogue  was  pub- 
lished in  1888,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  issued  every  month  or 
two,  as  new  books  are  added  in  sufficient  number.  The  library  is 
open  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  from  8  to  5, 
and  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  evenings  from  7  to  9.  Miss 
Charlotte  L.  Greene  is  the  librarian,  and  the  annual  cost  of  admin- 
istration is  about  $800.  The  management  is  vested  in  a  board  of 
six  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  under  the  general  laws.  The 
members  of  the  present  board  are :  Henry  N.  Bigelow,  Andrew  £. 
Ford,  Rev.  James  C.  Duncan,  Christopher  C.  Stone,  Charles  H. 
Gentsch  and  George  S.  Gibson. 

Population,  1895,  11,497;  valuation,  $7,054,459;  volumes, 
1898,  21,889;  circulation,  46,708. 

COHA8SBT. 

The  Cohasset  Free  Public  Library  owes  its  origin  to  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Osgood,  a  philanthropic  citizen  of  the  town,  who,  in  his 
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report  as  superintendent  of  schools,  in  March,  1878,  strongly  urged 
the  establishment  of  such  a  library  for  the  benefit  of  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  the  town.  Waldo  Higginson,  a  summer  resident, 
was  a  warm  friend  of  the  movement;  and  in  1878  Mr.  Osgood  in- 
duced the  town  to  vote  an  appropriation  of  $300  for  the  formation 
of  a  library  whenever  a  like  amount  should  be  raised  by  private 
subscription,  and  to  set  apaii;  a  room  in  the  town  house  for  its 
accommodation.  The  school  teachers  then  interested  themselves, 
and  canvassed  the  town  for  subscriptions,  and  tlie  needed  sum  of 
$300  was  speedily  secured,  mainly  in  small  amounts.  As  soon  as 
the  library  was  fairly  organized,  many  donations  of  books  were 
received,  and  ever  since  valuable  books  have  been  added  by  gift 
yearly.  Numerous  gifts  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  books 
have  been  made,  and  the  town  became  more  liberal  year  by  year 
in  its  appi'opi'iations,  the  last  being  $850. 

The  library  now  occupies  several  rooms  in  the  town  hall  build- 
ing, one  of  which  is  fitted  with  tables  for  periodicals  and  newspapers, 
and  used  as  a  public  reading-room.  A  catalogue  was  issued  in 
1889  and  a  supplement  in  1895.  The  library  is  open  three  after- 
noons and  evenings  of  the  week.  The  librarian  is  paid  $350  per 
annum. 

A  fund  of  $300  has  been  received  from  Dr.  David  W.  Cheever 
of  Boston,  a  summer  resident  of  Cohasset,  which  is  named  the 
Marion  Cheever  Fund,  and  is  to  be  invested,  to  the  amount  of  $30 
annually,  in  books  of  a  scientific  nature,  and  serves  as  a  memorial 
to  the  deceased  daughter  of  the  donor. 

The  library  has  been  made  very  useful  to  the  teachers  and 
scholars  of  the  public  schools.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  nine 
trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  three  each  year,  in  accordance  with 
the  general  law.  The  present  trustees  are :  Abraham  H.  Tower, 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Tower,  Edward  E.  Ellms,  Louis  T.  Gushing,  Edward 
F.  Ripley,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Ripley,  Miss  Sarah  B.  Collier  and  Miss 
£>]ith  M.  Bates.    The  librarian  is  Miss  Sarah  B.  Collier. 

The  summer  residents  at  Nantasket,  under  the  lead  of  Mrs. 
Hetty  S.  Cunningham  of  Boston,  in  1891  established  a  library  for 
the  free  use  of  the  people  in  that  vicinity.  The  cost  has  been  borne 
by  subscriptions,  chiefly  among  the  summer  residents.  The  first 
collection  of  books  was  mostly  given  by  Mrs.  Cunningham  and 
Mrs.  Henry  M.  Whitney.  For  the  last  three  years  an  appropri- 
ation has  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  by  the  three 
towns  of  Cohasset,  Hingham  and  Hull,  the  last  giving  $50  and  the 
other  two  $100  annually.  A  rent  of  $100  is  paid  for  a  large,  well- 
lighted  room,  which  serves  as  a  public  reading-room,  and  is  open 
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on  Wedneedays  and  Saturdays,  both  afternoon  and  evening,  and 
during  the  summer  months  from  9.30  to  10.30  in  the  forenoon. 
The  librarian  is  paid  $100,  and  the  incidental  expenses  are  about 
$50,  so  that  the  generosity  of  individuals  is  depended  upon  for  the 
increase  of  books. 

The  management  of  the  library  is  in  the  hands  of  a  committee 
of  five,  three  of  whom  are  permanent  residents  in  one  of  the  three 
towns  in  the  borders  of  which  the  village  of  Nantasket  is  located. 
The  present  members  of  the  committee  are :  Mrs.  Henry  M.  Whit- 
ney, Mrs.  William  Faxon,  Jr.,  Charles  E.  West,  Frank  M.  Rey- 
nolds and  Warren  K.  Lothrop.  Miss  Mabel  M.  Hobart  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,474;  valuation  $5,293,371 ;  volumes,  1898, 
Cohasset,  6,017;  Nantasket,  1,362;  circulation,  Cohasset,  9,149  ; 
Nantasket,  3,000. 

OOLBAIN. 

The  Colrain  Frce  Library  was  established  in  1892,  through  the 
efforts  of  Mrs.  Margaret  McLellan  Smith  and  Arthur  A.  Smith, 
members  of  the  school  board,  who  influenced  the  citizens  to  accept 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  chapter  347.  The  town  voted 
$25  for  books,  received  $100  worth  from  the  State's  commission, 
and  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public  on  December  15.  In 
1895  the  town  increased  its  appropriation  to  $50,  one-half  of  which 
is  the  librarian's  salary.  In  1897  $50  was  the  sum  appropriated 
for  books.  The  library  has  been  kept  in  the  dwelling  of  J.  W. 
Cram,  M.D.,  except  for  six  months  in  1895,  when  the  house  was 
burned  and  the  books  were  stored  in  the  town  hall.  About  200 
volumes  were  destroyed  in  the  fire. 

Besides  the  donation  from  the  State,  the  Congregational  Sunday- 
school  of  Colrain  has  given  104  volumes,  the  Springfield  City 
Library  25  volumes,  and  some  books  belonging  to  a  defunct 
literary  club  have  been  added  to  the  collection.'  In  September, 
1896,  Thomas  and  John  Russell,  former  residents  of  Colrain,  gave 
$150,  which  was  expended  for  books.  The  Woman's  Education 
Association  of  Boston  has  also  given  generous  aid. 

The  teachers  in  the  town  schools  are  allowed  to  borrow  several 
books  at  a  time,  and  to  keep  them  for  school  use  during  the  school 
term.  Both  trustees  and  librarian  strive  to  make  the  library  es- 
pecially useful  to  the  schools.  The  Congregational  Sunday-school 
and  the  district  schools  are  made  to  ser\'e  as  delivery  stations.  A 
catalogue  was  printed  in  1897,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  published 
in  the  county  newspaper.     The  library  is  open  from  7  a.m.  to  10 
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P.M.  every  day  in  the  week.  The  maDagement  is  in  a  board  of 
three  trastees,  who  are  also  the  school  committee,  George  W. 
Gary,  William  T.  Francis  and  Charles  L.  Donelson  being  the 
present  members  of  the  board.  Katherine  Holton  Cram  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,610;  valuation,  $572,702;  volumes,  1898, 
940;  circulation,  823. 

OONOOBD. 

The  Concord  Free  Public  Library  was  incorporated  March  24, 
1873,  by  chapter  99  of  the  Acts  of  that  year.  Its  existence  is, 
however,  much  older;  as  early  as  1672  the  town  committee  were 
instructed  ^'  That  care  be  taken  of  the  Books  of  Marters  and  other 
bookes  that  belong  to  the  Towne,  that  they  be  kept  from  abusive 
usage,  and  not  be  lent  to  persons  more  than  one  month  at  one 
lime."  In  1784  there  was  a  library  company,  the  constitution  of 
which  is  still  preserved  in  the  handwriting  of  Dr.  Ripley.  In  1795 
the  Charitable  Library  Society  was  organized;  a  catalogue  of 
books  belonging  to  it,  printed  in  1808,  contains  about  250  vol- 
umes. The  members  of  this  society  united  with  others  to  form 
the  Social  Library  in  1821.  This  was  owned  and  used  by  share- 
holders. In  1835  it  contained  1,168  volumes.  Under  the  Massa- 
chusetts law  for  town  libraries  it  was  given  to  the  town  in  1851, 
and  from  1851  to  1873  was  kuown  as  the  town  library.  The  first 
annual  report  was  made  March  1,  1853,  by  the  library  committee, 
Hon.  £•  R.  Hoar  being  chairman,  a  position  wliich  he  held  as  long 
as  the  town  library  continued.  In  that  report  he  says,  ''There 
were  in  the  Social  Library,  at  the  time  it  was  conveyed  to  the 
town,  1,319  volumes." 

In  1873  William  Munroe  gave  to  trustees  or  corporators  the 
building  which  the  library  now  occupies,  the  town  giving  the 
books  of  the  town  library  to  the  same  board,  and  the  library  was 
incorporated  as  the  Concord  Free  Public  Library.  It  then  owned 
6,887  volumes.  It  is  supported  in  part  by  taxation,  and  is  wholly 
free  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  town  over  twelve  years  of  age. 
The  town  annually  appropriates  the  dog  tax,  about  $400 ;  75 
cents  for  each  poll,  about  $900 ;  and  an  additional  $1,200  for  the 
librarians.  Mr.  Munroe  gave  the  library  a  fund  of  $10,000, 
known  as  the  ''repair  fund,"  the  income  to  be  used  to  pay  for 
warming  and  lighting  the  building,  services  of  a  janitor,  and  re- 
pairs needed  on  the  building ;  he  also  gave,  at  his  death,  a  fund 
known  as  the  "accumulating  fund,"  to  be  used,  when  suffi- 
ciently lai-ge,  for  an  addition  to  the  present  building ;  it  is  now 
about  $24,000.     From  other  sources  the  library  has  had  gifts  of 
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money  amountiDg  to  about  $20,500,  as  follows:  from  Charles 
Merriam,  $1,000;  Miss  Martha  R.  HuDt,  $1,000;  William  Mud- 
roe,  $2,600;  William  Whiting,  $1,000;  Ebenezer  Hubbard, 
$1,000;  Abel  Hunt,  $400;  Cyrus  Stow,  $1,000;  J.  Story  Ger- 
rish,  $1,000;  Reuben  N.  Rice,  $2,000;  Hapgood  Wright,  $300; 
William  M.  Priehard,  $5,000;  Mrs.  William  Whiting,  $3,000; 
Hon.  E.  R.  Hoar,  $1,000;  Nathan  M.  Wright,  $500.  $16,700 
of  the  amount  is  invested  as  permanent  funds,  the  income  being 
available  for  the  increase  and  support  of  the  library. 

The  library  building  was  finished  and  presented  to  the  town  by 
Mr.  Munroe  in  1873.  It  is  built  of  brick,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
cost  from  $60,000  to  $70,000.  Its  capacity  was  estimated  to  be 
30,000  volumes,  but  practically  20,000  filled  it  There  is  now  a 
temporary  addition  to  the  building,  capable  of  holding  10,000  vol- 
umes, which  will  be  used  until  the  fund  is  suflScient  to  build  a 
permanent  addition.  No  account  is  kept  of  the  use  of  books  In 
the  reference  depai'tment.  There  is  in  the  last-named  department 
an  alcove  known  as  the  Concord  alcove,  in  which  are  collected  all 
books  written  by  Concord  authors,  or  written  about  Concord,  or 
Concord  people;  everything  local  is  carefully  preserved;  news- 
paper cuttings  are  preserved  in  scrap  books  kept  for  the  purpose. 
There  are  now  over  800  books  and  many  pamphlets  in  the  Concord 
alcove.  Peter  Bulkeley,  the  first  minister  in  Concord,  is  the  ear- 
liest author,  his  contiibution  being  a  volume  of  sermons,  printed 
in  1646. 

Nearly  three  years  ago  the  experiment  was  tried  of  issuing  two 
books  on  a  card  to  adult  borrowers,  and  also  to  the  members  of 
the  two  older  classes  in  the  high  school,  subject  to  the  restriction 
that  only  one  of  the  books  should  be  fiction.  Nearly  a  year  ago 
that  restriction  was  removed  for  the  adult  readers,  but  the  reading 
of  fiction  has  apparently  not  increased  in  consequence.  There  is 
also  issued  a  '^ special  privilege"  card  to  students,  on  which  they 
may  take  four  books  (in  addition  to  the  usual  card,  which  draws 
two  books)  ;  this  card,  however,  does  not  give  the  privilege  of 
taking  any  book  of  fiction  or  any  book  which  has  been  less  than 
three  months  in  the  library.  Each  teacher  in  the  public  schools  is 
allowed  a  '^  school  card,"  larger  than  the  usual  borrower's  card, 
and  of  a  different  color,  on  which  may  be  taken  an  unlimited  num- 
ber of  books  for  school  use,  the  teacher  being  responsible  for  the 
books  chai*ged  on  her  card ;  these  books  are  kept  in  the  school- 
room as  a  school  library,  or  may  be  taken  home  by  the  pupils,  with 
the  teacher*s  permission. 

The  Concord  Library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  corporators  or 


ji 

li 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  89 

tnistees,  and  a  library  committee.  The  trustees,  chosen  by  Mr. 
Munroe,  have  charge  of  the  building,  and  the  books  after  they  are 
on  the  shelyes.  The  committee,  chosen  annually  by  the  town, 
buys  the  books  and  attends  to  any  matters  of  interest  to  the  town. 
The  board  of  trustees  is  a  close  corporation  of  five  citizens.  The 
library  committee  consists  of  six  members.  The  janitor  receives 
$300  yearly;  his  salary  is  paid  from  Mr.  Munroe's  ^^ repair  fund.'' 

A  catalogue  of  the  library,  printed  in  1875,  contained  the  titles 
of  10,000  volumes ;  since  then  a  yearly  bulletin  has  been  printed. 
There  is  a  card  catalogue  complete  to  the  present  time.  The 
library  is  open  from  9  to  12  a.m.,  2  to  6  p.m.,  daily,  Sundays  and 
holidays  excepted,  and  from  7  to  9  on  Saturday  evening.  In  1868 
a  parish  and  an  agricultural  library  were  given  to  the  town  library. 

The  present  trustees  are:  Samuel  Hoar,  Woodward  Hudson, 
Henry  F.  Smith,  William  Wheeler  and  Henry  J.  Walcott.  The 
present  library  committee  are:  George  A.  King,  Edward  W. 
Emerson,  Alfred  Monroe,  Charles  H.  Walcott  and  Rev.  Edward 
J.  Moriarty.  Librarian,  Miss  Ellen  F.  Whitney ;  assistant  libra- 
rian, Helen  W.  Kelley. 

Population,  1895,  5,175;  valuation,  $4,458,719;  volumes, 
1898,  29,574;    circulation,  29,387. 

CONWAT. 

The  Conway  Social  Library  was  formed  in  1821,  by  individual 
contributions,  thi-ough  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Edward  Hitchcock,  after- 
wards president  of  Amherst  College,  then  pastor  of  the  Congi'e- 
gational  Church  in  Conway.  It  was  managed  and  used  by  the 
proprietors  until  1870,  when  it  was  opened  to  the  public,  and 
removed  to  the  town  clerk's  office.  A  small  fee  was  required  for 
the  use  of  books.  Jan.  12,  1878,  the  town  office  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  about  800  of  the  books  were  lost.  In  March,  1878, 
at  the  annual  town  meeting,  a  town  library  was  established,  and 
by  the  kindness  of  former  residents  of  the  town  about  S700  was 
contributed,  books  were  purchased,  and  the  library  opened  to 
the  people  of  the  town  Nov.  15,  1878.  Marshall  Field  of  Chicago 
and  Mrs.  Graves  of  New  York,  both  former  residents  of  Conway, 
were  the  largest  contributors.  The  total  amount  of  money  received 
in  gifts  has  been  t2,350,  and  there  is  an  invested  fund  of  $1,000. 
The  town  furnishes  the  room  in  the  town  house  free  of  rent.  Until 
1894  those  who  took  books  from  the  library  were  charged  a  fee  of 
50  cents  a  year. 

In  April,  1894,  the  town  voted  to  make  the  library  free  to  all 
citizens,  and  by  authority  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890  the 


90  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

Free  Public  Librai*y  Commission  added  SI 00  worth  of  books  to 
the  collection.  The  library  occupies  a  room  twenty  feet  by  forty 
feet  in  the  town  house,  built  in  1885,  and  has  the  conveniences  of 
a  reading-room,  where  the  leading  magazines  are  supplied  by  the 
generosity  of  a  local  club.  The  town  appropriated  last  year  the 
dog  tax,  $123,  for  library  expenses.  The  cost  of  administration 
is  about  SoO,  much  of  the  service  being  voluntary.  Special  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  needs  of  pupils  and  teachers.  A  catalogue  was 
printed  in  1896,  and  typewritten  lists  of  accessions  are  displayed. 
The  library  is  open  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings. 

The  management  is  in  the  hands  of  six  trustees,  chosen  for 
three  years  terms.  The  present  board  includes :  Rev.  Eugene  F. 
Hunt,  Henry  W.  Billings,  John  B.  Packard,  Dr.  John  B.  Laidley, 
Charles  D.  Ives  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Field.  Miss  Grace  Pease  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,304;  valuation,  $716,878;  volumes,  1898, 
2,526 ;  circulation,  3,900. 

OOTTAQB  CITY. 

The  Cottage  City  Free  Public  Library  was  founded  in  1883, 
largely  by  donations  of  books  from  citizens  and  summer  residents. 
The  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation  of  $150,  which  covers 
the  cost  of  administration.  It  occupies  a  room  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  Arcade,  in  which  the  post-office  is  located.  It  is  managed 
by  the  Library  Association,  of  which  Prof.  T.  J.  EUinwood  is 
president  and  Capt.  S.  L.  Noiton  and  Dr.  J.  D.  King  are  vice- 
presidents.  It  is  open  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  from  7  to  9  p.m., 
and  in  July  and  August  is  open  every  week-day  for  the  same 
hours.     Miss  Nellie  M.  Rice  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,038;  valuation,  $1,532,797;  volumes, 
1898,  1,600;  circulation,  3,000. 

CUMMINQTON. 

After  a  long  life  of  activity  in  New  York  city,  William  Cullen 
Bryant  returned  to  his  native  town,  to  restore  the  home  of  his 
ancestora,  that  here  he  might  rest  for  a  brief  season,  each  summer, 
among  the  scenes  and  familiar  haunts  of  his  early  years.  With 
characteristic  public  spirit,  he  built  two  roads  connecting  the 
Bryant  homestead  with  the  villages  of  East  and  West  Cummington, 
and  assisted  in  the  erection  of  a  neat  school-house  upon  a  comer 
of  his  farm.  With  a  thought  for  the  future,  as  well  as  an  interest 
in  all  that  elevates  and  refines  in  the  present,  he  conceived  the  idea 
of  presenting  the  town  with  a  free  public  library.     A  spot  was 
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chosen  outside  the  village,  upon  the  Westfield  River,  as  con- 
venient for  the  townspeople;  and  in  1872  there  was  erected  a 
fire-proof  building,  of  native  stone  with  brick  trimmings,  at  a  coat 
of  $6,000. 

On  April  6,  1876,  the  State  Legislature  passed  an  act  making 
William  Cullen  Bryant,  his  two  brothers,  Arthur  and  John  H. 
Bryant,  Francis  H.  Dawes  and  Lorenzo  Tower,  and  the  chairman 
of  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  a  corporate  body  of  trustees,  to 
establish  and  maintain  the  library,  which  was  to  be  free  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  upon  certain  conditions.  The  town  was 
required  to  pay  annually  one-fourth  of  a  mill  upon  the  taxable 
property  of  the  town,  which  was  to  be  represented  through  its 
member  upon  the  board  of  trustees.  It  has  no  permanent  fund, 
the  use  of  the  lands  and  the  house  erected  upon  the  same,  near 
the  library  building,  being  given  to  the  librarian  in  compensation 
for  his  services.  The  small  sum  received  each  year  from  the  town 
has  been  devoted  to  necessary  repairs  and  to  the  purchase  of  new 
books.  The  building,  if  filled  to  its  capacity,  might  hold  20,000 
books.  The  original  gift  of  8,600  volumes  is  largely  a  collection 
of  classics,  with  valuable  books  of  reference,  the  additions  made 
from  time  to  time  being  newly  published  works  in  all  departments 
of  literature.  The  management  of  the  library  is  intrusted  to  the 
board  of  trustees,  which  is  always  to  number  six  members,  of 
whom  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen  is  always  ex  officio  a  member, 
and  all  vacancies  are  to  be  filled  by  themselves.  The  care  of  the 
librai-y  and  lands  connected  with  it  devolves  upon  the  librarian. 
This  position  is  at  present  filled  by  Lorenzo  H.  Tower,  who  has 
been  the  only  librarian  since  its  establishment.  The  annual  cost 
of  administration  is  covered  by  the  use  of  house  and  eleven  acres 
of  land. 

The  first  catalogue  was  printed  in  1873.  Various  pamphlet 
catalogues  were  issued  as  additions  were  made,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1890  these  were  all  combined  and  printed  in  one.  A  collection 
of  212  volumes,  belonging  to  a  reading  club  of  the  town,  was 
presented  to  the  library  and  removed  thither.  There  are  no  bulle- 
tins or  lists  published,  and  no  card  catalogue,  as  the  present 
methods  are  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  institution.  The  library 
is  open  on  Saturdays  fi'om  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Although  in  the  act  of  incorporation  it  is  designated  as  the 
Bryant  Free  Library,  the  inscription  upon  the  tablet  over  the  door, 
at  Mr.  Bryant's  request,  was  simply  '^Cummington  Library,"  but 
after  bis  death  the  words  ''Founded,  1872,  by  W.  C.  Bryant," 
were  added. 
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The  present  trustees  are :  Darwin  E.  Lyman,  chairman  of  select- 
men and  president  of  the  board ;  Henrietta  S.  Nahmer,  secretary ; 
Lorenzo  H.  Tower,  treasurer  and  librarian;  John  H.  Bryant, 
Charles  Packard  and  Isaac  Steele. 

Population,  1895,  750;  valuation,  $306,388;  volumes,  1898, 
6,700;  cii-culation,  2,000. 

.  DALTON. 

The  Dalton  Free  Public  Library  dates  from  May,  1861,  but  was 
accepted  by  the  town  in  March,  1885,  when  it  absorbed  the  col- 
lection of  the  Dalton  Library  Association,  and  its  use  became 
wholly  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Dalton  over  thirteen  years  of 
age.  For  many  years  it  occupied  a  room  in  the  town  house.  A 
costly  building  of  brick  with  Longmeadow  stone  trimmings  was 
erected  by  the  Crane  family  and  given  to  the  town  for  public  uses 
in  1893,  being  formally  dedicated  February  6.  One  wing  of  this 
structure,  now  known  as  the  Opera  House,  was  expressly  con- 
structed and  furnished  for  the  library,  and  is  now  occupied  by  it. 
The  Crane  library  of  about  1,000  volumes,  which  the  Crane  Paper 
Company  had  suppoiled  for  the  use  of  its  employees,  has  been 
added  to  the  town  library.  In  1893,  also,  Thomas  6.  Carson, 
formerly  a  paper  manufacturer  in  the  town,  gave  $1,000,  to  be 
expended  for  books. 

The  printed  catalogue  is  dated  1890,  but  supplements  have  been 
issued  since.  The  library  is  open  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Sat- 
urdays from  2  to  6  and  from  7  to  9  p.m.  Two  persons  are  em- 
ployed to  care  for  the  librkry,  at  an  annual  cost  of  $225.  It  is 
supported  by  the  yearly  appropriation  of  the  town,  which  includes 
the  dog  tax,  in  all  something  over  $700.  It  is  managed  by  a 
board  of  nine  trustees  elected  in  the  usual  way ;  Henry  A.  Barton, 
William  B.  Clark,  H.  C.  Mitchell,  John  D.  Carson,  Walter  W. 
Scofleld,  Joseph  E.  Pierson,  John  H.  Smith,  H.  P.  Kittridge  and 
F.  H.  Brown  are  the  present  incumbents.  Miss  Carlotta  Bicknell 
is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895, 3,210 ;  valuation,  $3,120,474 ;  volumes,  1898, 
6,700;  circulation,  15,637. 

DANA.. 

The  Dana  Free  Public  Library  was  established  in  1892,  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission  delivering  $100  worth  of  books  to  the 
town  in  July,  upon  its  acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
1890.  The  town  appropriation  is  $150,  two-thirds  of  which  is  for 
books  and  $50  for  administration.  The  library  occupies  two 
rooms  owned  by  the  town,  one  in  each  village.  North  Dana  and 
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Dana  Centre,  which  are  about  four  miles  apart.  One  of  these  is 
open  for  the  public  on  Tuesday  afternoons  and  evenings,  the  other 
on  Wednesday  afternoons.  Miss  E.  P.  Sohier  of  Beverly  has 
given  about  100  volumes  to  the  library.  The  three  trustees, 
chosen  by  the  town  in  the  prescribed  manner,  are:  N.  L. 
Johnson,  Herbei*t  O.  Skinner  and  Grace  Oaks.  The  librarians 
are  Miss  Grace  Oaks  at  North  Dana  and  Miss  Alice  Stevens 
at  Dana. 

Population,  1896,  717;  valuation,  $298,486;  volumes,  1898, 
767;  cu'culation,  1,041. 

DANVBR8. 

The  Peabody  Institute  of  Danvers,  like  many  of  the  public 
libraries  which  are  scattered  throughout  Massachusetts,  came  as  a 
gift  to  the  people  from  an  honored  son  of  the  town.  The  donor 
bore  the  distinction  of  bemg  known  all  over  his  own  country  for 
bis  many  public  and  private  benefactions,  and  also  throughout  many 
parts  of  the  world,  especially  in  England,  which  was  his  home  for 
many  years.  He  was,  nevertheless,  a  man  who  never  forgot  the 
land  of  his  nativity  nor  the  town  of  his  birth,  which  was  ever  dear 
and  precious  to  him,  Danvers  being  almost  the  last  word  upon  his 
lips  as  his  life  drew  to  a  peaceful  close  upon  a  foreign  shore. 
It  seems  almost  unnecessary  to  name  the  donor,  —  George  Pea- 
body. 

Danvers,  when  Mr.  Peabody  made  his  first  gift  for  a  public 
library,  comprised  the  territory  included  in  the  present  town  of 
that  name,  and  also  the  town  now  known  as  Peabody,  formerly 
called  South  Danvers.  The  gift  was  made  known  in  a  letter  which 
was  sent  by  him  from  London,  dated  May  26,  1852,  and  which  he 
desired  i*ead  at  the  centennial  celebration  of  the  town,  June  16; 
after  the  reading,  he  wished  the  following  sentiment  to  be  given : 
*^  Education, — a  debt  due  from  present  to  future  generations." 
He  added:  *^In  acknowledgment  of  the  payment  of  that  debt  by 
the  generation  which  preceded  me  in  my  native  town  of  Danvers, 
and  to  aid  in  its  prompt  future  discharge,  I  give  to  the  inhabitants 
of  that  town  the  sum  of  920,000  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge 
and  morality  among  them."  The  sum  given  was  to  be  used  in 
erecting  a  building  and  maintaining  a  library  and  a  course  of  lect- 
ures annually.  The  building  he  desired  erected  in  what  was  then 
the  south  part  of  the  town,  now  Peabody.  This  library  and  lyceum 
was  designed  by  Mr.  Peabody  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the 
citl2en8  of  the  town,  but,  owing  to  its  long  distance  from  them, 
it  was  not  of  much  benefit  to  the  people  of  the  northern  part*     In 
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1855  the  two  parts  of  Danvers  became  separate  towns,  the  southern 
part  taking  the  name  South  Danvera,  the  northern  retaining  the 
name  Danvers.  A  provision  was  made  whereby  the  residents  of 
Danvers  were  to  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  the  Institute.    ^ 

When  in  1856  Mr.  Peabody  visited  this  country,  he  saw  that 
many  were  not  accommodated  by  his  gift;  and,  although  born  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  town,  yet  knowing  no  difference  in  any 
part,  north  and  south  being  alike  to  him,  he  determined  to  remedy 
the  difficulty,  and  establislied  a  branch  library  in  Danvers,  to  which 
he  contributed,  by  a  letter  dated  Dec.  22,  1856,  the  sum  of 
810,000,  of  which  $3,000  was  to  be  spent  in  the  immediate  pur- 
chase of  books,  the  remainder  to  be  invested  and  the  income  used 
for  the  maintenance  and  care  of  the  library.  Rooms  were  fitted  up 
in  the  town  house,  and  the  bmnch  library  was  opened  to  the  public 
Sept.  5,  1857,  with  2,360  volumes.  Subsequently  Mr.  Peabody 
added  2,000  volumes.  The  same  year  the  town  took  action  towai*d 
securing  a  suitable  lot  on  which  to  erect  a  library  building.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  who  purchased,  for  $4,000,  nearly  five  acres 
fronting  on  Sylvan  Street,  and  expended  $347.13  in  grading,  lay- 
ing out  walks,  planting  trees,  etc.  To  this  was  given  the  name 
''Peabody  Park." 

In  1866  Mr.  Peabody  again  visited  his  home,  and  came  pre- 
pared to  found  another  institute.  His  plans  were  disclosed  in  a 
letter  sent  from  Oakland,  Md.,  addressed  to  certain  individuals  of 
Danvers,  conveying  to  them,  in  trust  for  the  town,  $40,000,  to  be 
combined  with  the  $10,000  already  given.  Mr.  Peabody  named, 
as  trustees,  Rev.  Milton  P.  Braman,  Joshua  Sylvester,  Francis 
Peabody,  Jr.,  Samuel  P.  Fowler,  Daniel  Richards,  Israel  W. 
Andrews,  Jacob  F.  Perry,  Charles  P.  Preston  and  Israel  H. 
Putnam,  whose  term  of  office  should  continue  through  life.  Of 
the  sum  of  $50,000  placed  under  the  control  of  the  trustees, 
$30,000  were  to  constitute  a  perpetual  fund,  the  annual  proceeds 
of  which  were  required  to  be  divided  between  the  maintenance  of 
the  library  and  lectures,  and  the  remainder  to  be  expended  in  the 
erection  of  a  building.  On  Nov.  5,  1866,  the  town  accepted  Mr. 
Peabody's  gift.  The  trustees  met  the  following  day  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organization  and  taking  measures  to  form  a  system  of 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  institute.  On  the 
]  5th  of  the  same  month  the  plan  of  government  was  completed  and 
adopted,  and  thus  came  into  existence  the  Peabody  Institute  of 
the  present  town  of  Danvers.  Plans  for  a  building  were  considered 
and  exhibited  to  l^Ir.  Peabody,  of  which  he  expressed  his  approval, 
and  he  pledged  $5,000  additional,  in  case  it  should  be  needed  to 
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fnliil  the  iDtentions  of  the  architect.  The  buildlDg  was  completed 
in  .January,  1869^  at  a  cost  of  $29,241,  including  the  fixtures  and 
furniture.  It  was  a  wooden  building,  in  Gothic  style  of  architect- 
ure. It  was  dedicated  July  14,  1869,  the  occasion  being  a  mem- 
orable one,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  Mr.  Peabody,  who,  after 
expressing  his  satisfaction  with  the  edifice,  consummated  his 
beneficence  to  Danvers  by  another  gift  of  $45,000,  making  his 
total  gift  $100,000.  This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  July  2, 
1890.  The  fire  occuning  at  noon,  many  citizens  soon  gathered 
and  assisted  in  removing  the  books  and  furniture,  which  were  de- 
posited in  promiscuous  piles  upon  the  lawns.  Later  in  the  day 
thej'  were  removed  in  express  wagons  to  the  town  hall,  where  the 
work  of  assorting  and  taking  account  of  the  same  was  carried  on ; 
2,446  volumes  were  lost.  Four  rooms  were  hired  in  Essex  Hall, 
and  furnished  with  book-cases  for  temporary  use.  The  circulation 
was  resumed  Oct.  1,  1890,  and  continued  for  two  years.  Only  a 
part  of  the  library  was  available,  through  lack  of  room. 

A  new  building  was  begun  late  in  1 89 1 ,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
one,  and  dedicated  Oct.  19,  1892.  It  is  a  wooden  structure,  of 
colonial  style.  The  beauty  of  the  building  is  much  enhanced  by 
the  spacious  grounds,  which  contaiu  a  great  variety  of  trees  and 
shrubs.  On  the  lower  fioor  are  the  delivery  hall,  reading-room, 
trustees'  and  children's  room,  the  stack  and  librarian's  room,  all 
of  which  are  especially  attractive.  Unlike  most  public  buildings, 
the  rooms,  with  the  exception  of  the  stack,  are  finished  in  white, 
with  delicately  tinted  walls,  —  the  delivery  hall  and  reading-room 
in  pale  green,  the  trustees'  and  children's  room  in  teiTa-cotta,  and 
a  beautiful  arched  vestibule  connecting  the  two  latter  being  in  pale 
blue.  The  furniture  is  of  oak.  The  entire  furnishings  of  the 
reading-room  were,  upon  the  completion  of  the  building,  presented 
by  Mr.  George  Augustus  Peabody,  one  of  the  trustees.  The 
antique  andirons  in  the  huge  fireplace  were  the  gift  of  Hon.  A.  P. 
While,  a  tnistee,  1888-94.  On  the  walls  hang  a  magnificent  life- 
size  painting  of  George  Peabody,  sent  by  him  from  England,  and 
pictures  of  the  nine  original  trustees,  given  by  tbem  or  their 
families.  This  room  contains  a  large  number  of  reference  books. 
On  the  second  floor  is  a  hall,  where  a  course  of  free  lectures  is 
maintained  annually  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Peabody  fund.  It 
is  also  much  used  for  concerts  and  entertainments.  A  children's 
room  was  opened  in  October,  1896,  where  books  and  magazines 
are  upon  open  shelves,  for  the  use,  in  the  room  only,  of  all  under 
fourteen  years.  The  contents  of  this  room,  including  books,  were 
the  gift  of  George  Augustus  Peabody. 
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The  library  was  formerly  supported  by  the  Peabody  fund.  In 
March,  1896,  the  town  made  an  appropriation  of  1600,  which 
has  been  continued  each  year  and  used  in  connection  with  the 
library  fund.  The  library  is  open  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday 
and  Saturday  from  2  to  8  p.m.,  and  the  reading-room  until  9. 
The  use  of  the  reference  books  is  very  large.  Besides  the  books 
in  the  children's  room,  the  library  possesses  a  good  collection 
of  children's  literature  for  home  use.  The  publications  of  the 
town  and  other  matters  of  local  interest  are  preserved.  An  effort 
is  made  to  secure  the  work  of  Danvers  authors.  Much  work  is 
done  in  connection  with  the  schools.  Extra  cards  are  issued  to 
the  teachers,  upon  which  as  many  books  as  can  be  practically  used 
are  given,  and  the  books  are  delivered  at  the  school  buildings 
every  two  weeks.  Lists  of  books  upon  the  topics  being  studied 
are  furnished,  and  also  general  reading  lists,  giving  the  resources 
of  the  library.  Teachers  are  urged  to  send  pupils  to  the  library 
for  home  reading  and  also  for  reference  work.  Much  time  is  spent 
in  assisting  pupils  in  the  latter.  Children  are  entitled  to  a  card  at 
the  age  of  eight  years,  and  every  borrower  is  allowed  a  ^^  special 
card"  for  non-fiction.  All  users  of  the  library  and  reading-room 
are  encouraged  to  ask  for  information,  and  to  leave  with  the  libra- 
rian the  titles  of  works  they  desire  added  to  the  library.  Four 
delivery  stations  are  soon  to  be  established,  for  the  convenience 
of  residents  of  the  different  villages  of  the  town. 

In  1880  the  first  classification  was  made  and  a  catalogue  printed, 
which  the  loss  of  the  lai'ge  number  of  books  in  1890  rendered  use- 
less. A  reclassification  under  the  Dewey  decimal  system  was 
made  in  1892-93,  when  an  author  card  catalogue  was  made,  also 
title  fiction  and  subject  biography  cai*ds.  There  is  now  no  com- 
plete printed  catalogue.  Lists  of  additions  are  printed  every 
month  for  free  distribution.  As  fast  as  new  books  are  ready  for 
circulation  they  are  placed  upon  open  shelves  in  the  delivery  hall, 
from  which  borrowers  may  make  a  selection.  Works  upon  cur- 
rent topics  are  displayed  in  the  same  way. 

The  affairs  of  the  institute  are  managed  by  a  board  of  nine 
trustees.  Three  of  the  number  appointed  by  Mr.  Peabody  are 
still  in  office,  and  others  are  elected  by  the  town  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  At  their  annual  meeting  the  trustees  select  from  the 
town  at  large  four  persons,  who,  with  five  of  their  own  board, 
constitute  a  library  committee.  The  present  trustees  are: 
Israel  H.  Putnam,  Francis  Peabody  (life  members) ;  George 
Augustus  Peabody,  J.  Frank  Porter,  Charles  H.  Preston,  Gilbert 
A.  Tapley,  Calvin  Putnam,  Wallace  P.  Hood ;  and  those  from 
the  town  are  Ezra  D.  Hines,  Addison  P.  Learoyd,  Alfred  Hutch- 
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iDson  and  Walter  A.  Tapley.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Emilie  Davis 
Patch. 

Population,  1895,  8,181 ;  valuation,  $4,558,926 ;  volumes,  1898, 
17,812;  circulation,  31,431. 

DARTMOUTH. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  spring  of 
1895,  the  town  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1890  for  the 
establishment  of  free  public  libraries,  and  received  from  the  State 
$100  worth  of  choice  books.  The  library  is  located  in  a  room  of 
the  high  school  building,  at  the  village  of  Russell's  Mills  (Dart- 
mouth P.  O.),  which  is  about  five  miles  from  South  Dartmouth, 
where  the  Southworth  Public  Library  is.  It  is  also  about  five 
miles  from  the  village  of  Smith  Mills  (North  Dartmouth  P.  0.)> 
which  has  no  library.  It  is  proposed  in  some  way  to  extend  th& 
benefits  of  the  free  library  to  this  village,  and  books  already  cir- 
culate several  miles  beyond  it.  The  only  income  for  the  purchase^ 
and  care  of  books  is  the  town's  appropriation  of  $50  annually  and 
a  small  sum  from  fines.  The  town's  trustees  are:  James  H.. 
Tucker,  James  Allen,  2d,  and  William  W.  Thacher.  Librarian^ 
Thomas.  J.  Barry. 

South  Dartmouth  has  a  handsome  library  building,  constructed 
of  native  stone,  at  a  cost  of  $5,000.     It  was  built  in  1890,  and 
given,  with  2,500  valuable  volumes,  by  Mr.  John  H.  Southworth 
of   Springfield,   Mass.,  to  his  birthplace,   the  village  of    South 
Dartmouth.     It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  trustees,  chosen  an- 
nually by  the  members  of  the  Southworth  Library  Association. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  trustees,  June,  1894,  it  was  voted  to  make 
the  library  free  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  to  raise  funds 
by  solicitation  when  necessary.     This  plan  is  still  followed.     A 
few  books  have  been  added  to  the  library  by  gift,  most  of  which 
are  old  or  in  pamphlet  form.     The  cost  of  administration  is  $52. 
Every  assistance  possible  is  afforded  the  high  school,  but  that  has 
a  small  library  of  its  own.     In  July,  August  and  September  the 
library  is  open  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  from  2  to  6, 
and  on  Saturday  afternoons  only  for  the  rest  of  year ;  but  books 
are  loaned  at  other  times  at  the  discretion  of  the  librarian.     The 
board  of  trustees  consists  of:  D.  W.  Tryon,  president;  Capt.  J. 
H.  McKenzie,  treasurer  and  clerk ;  E.  F.  Potter,  Capt.  George 
Baker,  Dr.  A.  B.  Cushman  and  Charles  F.  Sherman.     Librarian, 
H.  M.  Walker. 

Population,  1895,  3,107 ;  valuation,  $2,843,669  ;  volumes,  1898, 
Dartmouth,  500;  South  Dartmouth,  2,600;  circulation,  Dart- 
mouth, 1,063;  South  Dartmouth,  2,500. 
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DBDHAM. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1854,  a  social  library  was  organized, 
under  the  general  laws,  by  the  name  of  the  Dedham  Library  Asso- 
ciation ;  and  the  success  of  this  enterprise  eventually  led  to  the 
establishment  of  a  free  public  library.  The  credit  of  founding  the 
Library  Association  properly  belongs  to  Carlos  Slafter  (who  made 
the  first  suggestion)  and  to  Dr.  Joseph  P.  Paine,  who  by  their  per- 
sistent efforts  during  the  three  preceding  months  had  raised  nearly 
$1,300  by  subscription.  A  circulating  library  belonging  to  El- 
bridge  G.  Robinson,  editor  of  the  "Norfolk  Democrat,"  contained 
many  valuable  books,  which  were  purchased  for  about  $200 ;  and, 
in  addition  to  these,  many  new  books  were  bought,  at  an  expense 
of  about  $1,000.  Three  gentlemen,  Edmund  Quincy,  Edward  L. 
Keyes  and  M.  B.  Inches,  became  actively  interested  in  the  project 
and  contributed  much  to  its  success.  The  library  was  opened  to 
the  public  on  Feb.  1,  1855,  in  a  house  next  to  the  insurance 
building,  where  Judge  Ezra  Wilkinson  formerly  had  an  office.  Dr. 
Samuel  Adams,  a  dentist,  was  the  first  librarian,  and  lived  in  the 
same  building.  By  the  payment  of  $5,  a  person  became  a  share- 
bolder  and  member  of  the  association,  and  was  obliged  to  pay  tL 
varying  sum  annually  toward  its  support.  After  a  time,  persons 
not  members  were  admitted  on  payment  of  a  fixed  sum  annually. 
The  directors  were  able  at  a  moderate  cost  to  furnish  the  patrons 
with  the  best  reading  matter  to  be  secured.  The  interest  in  the 
library,  as  well  as  the  number  of  readers,  increased  from  year  to 
year,  and  its  influence  upon  the  social  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment  of  the  town  was  marked. 

For  some  time  previous  to  1870  a  strong  desire  had  been  felt  by 
many  members  of  the  association,  and  others  interested  in  the  use- 
fulness of  the  library,  that  free  privileges  should  be  granted  to  the 
people  of  the  town.  This  was  found  not  to  be  feasible,  owing  to 
insufficient  funds.  There  was  such  a  demand  for  this  change  that 
an  effort  was  made  to  raise  money  for  the  support  of  a  public 
library.  A  successful  fair  was  held  by  the  ladies  soon  after  this, 
in  which  people  of  all  parts  of  the  town  were  actively  inter- 
ested, and  which  resulted  in  raising  $4,000  as  a  fund  for  the  new 
library.  Several  persons  had  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  an  act 
of  incorporation,  which  was  passed  March  24,  1871,  and  accepted 
April  27.  This  act  incorporated  Waldo  Colbum,  Thomas  L. 
Wakefield,  Edward  Stimson,  Edmund  Quincy,  William  Chickering, 
Erastus  Worthington,  Alfred  Hewins,  Henry  O.  Hildreth,  and 
their  associates  and  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  Dedham  Public 
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Library  and  Reading-room,  and  gave  them  power  to  hold  in  trust 
real  and  personal  estate  in  value  not  exceeding  $100,000,  exclu- 
sive of  books,  papers  and  works  of  art.  It  stated  that  ^^so  long 
as  said  corporation  shall  allow  the  inhabitants  of  Dedham  free  ac- 
cess to  its  library  and  reading-room,  under  reasonable  regulations, 
said  town  may  annually  appropriate  and  pay  said  corporation  a 
sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  on  each  of  its  ratable  polls.''  At  a 
meeting  of  the  trustees,  held  in  November,  it  was  voted  to  open 
a  free  public  library  and  reading-room  at  the  earliest  practicable 
date.  The  Dedham  Library  Association  was  deeply  interested  in 
this  movement,  and  at  a  special  meeting,  held  on  the  17th  of  the 
same  month,  unanimously  voted  to  transfer  the  entire  property  of 
the  association  to  the  public  library,  to  '*  remain  in  the  care,  con- 
trol and  custody  of  the  said  Dedham  Public  Library  so  long  as  the 
same  shall  be  kept  and  maintained  as  a  free  library  for  the  use 
of  the  proprietors  of  this  library  wherever  resident,  as  well  as  for 
the  inhabitants  of  Dedham ;  and  that  the  said  public  library  shall 
assume  and  pay  all  the  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  Library  Asso- 
ciation." This  gift  amounted  to  2,977  volumes,  and  formed  the 
nncleas  of  the  new  library.  Charles  BuUard,  from  whom  the  first 
bequest  came,  changed  the  provision  in  his  will  just  before  his 
death  (July  29,  1871),  so  that  the  public  library  should  receive 
$3,000  in  the  place  of  $2,000  for  the  Libraiy  Association.  Only 
the  income  of  this  was  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1872,  the  library  and  reading-room 
were  opened  to  the  public,  in  rooms  hired  for  the  purpose  in  a 
building  on  the  comer  of  High  and  Court  streets.  There  were 
3,557  volumes  on  the  shelves,  and  some  of  the  principal  period- 
icals and  newspapers  on  the  tables.  Fi'om  year  to  year  the  town 
appropriated  on  an  average  about  $1,000  yearly.  Of  this  sum, 
about  $700  represented  the  dog  tax.  The  running  expenses  of 
the  library  were  paid  from  the  town  appropriation ;  and  books  and 
periodicals  were  bought  from  the  annual  income  of  the  funds, 
which  amounted  to  about  $550.  The  average  yearly  increase  was 
about  235  volumes.  Among  the  special  gifts  to  this  collection 
may  be  mentioned  the  following :  Henry  O.  Hildreth,  several  hun- 
dred volumes,  at  different  times ;  Ebenezer  Wright,  a  bequest  of 
1 70  volumes,  relating  mostly  to  agriculture  and  horticulture ;  Dr. 
George  E.  Hatton,  a  bequest  of  154  volumes  and  some  pamphlets ; 
William  Ames,  in  1880,  a  bequest  of  416  volumes;  Dr.  Henry  P. 
Quincy,  in  1886,  342  volumes;  John  Bullard,  Encyclopaedia  Brit- 
tanica.  Many  other  important  gifts  were  made  by  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  library ;  and  the  whole  number  added  to  the  generous 
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donation  of  the  Dedham  Library  Association  to  the  end  of  1888 
amounted  to  about  8,000  volumes.  Gifts  in  money  were  received 
as  follows :  from  the  ladies'  fair,  $4,000 ;  bequest  of  Charles  Bul- 
lard,  1871,  $3,000;  from  Joseph  W.  Clark,  1872,  $411 ;  bequest 
of  Dr.  Danforth  P.  Wright,  1874,  $1,000;  bequest  of  Dr.  George 
Hatton,  1876,  $1,000;  legacy  of  John  BuUard  of  New  York, 
1882,  $10,000. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Miss  Hannah  Shuttleworth,  on  Feb.  22, 
1886,  the  first  steps  were  taken  to  ei*ect  a  new  library  building. 
This  was  made  possible  by  her  legacy  of  $10,000  and  the  following 
gifts:  Albert  W.  Nickerson,  $6,000 ;  Joseph  W.  Clark,  $1,000; 
Geoi-ge  A.  Nickerson,  $1,000;  Stephen  M.  Weld,  $500 ;  Henry 
P.  Quincy,  $200;  A.  Ward  jLamson,  $100;  John  R.  Bullard, 
$469.49 ;  also  the  legacy  of  John  Bullard,  mentioned  above,  of 
$10,000.  In  the  month  of  April  a  lot  of  land,  about  one-half  of 
an  acre  in  size,  on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Norfolk  streets,  was 
bought,  and  on  October  18  this  ground  was  broken.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  trustees,  held  September  22,  it  was  voted  to  add  $4,000 
from  the  general  fund  to  the  Bullard  and  Shuttleworth  legacies, 
which  were  given  specially  for  a  building  fund.  This  amount  was 
increased  by  the  accumulation  of  the  funds ;  and  the  final  cost  of 
the  building  was  as  follows :  cost  of  land,  net,  $4,975.14  ;  grading 
and  fencing,  $587.44;  building  and  furniture,  $29,873.17;  total, 
$35,385.75. 

This  building  is  constructed  of  Dedham  pink  granite,  laid  up 
with  random  ashlar  work,  in  quarry  facings  and  trimmings  of  red 
sandstone.  The  main  entrance  is  by  a  wide  arch  opening  on  a 
porch,  from  which,  through  a  vestibule,  access  is  obtained  to  a 
square  entrance  hall.  From  this  hall  a  wide  arch  opens  opposite 
the  porch  into  the  reading  hall,  and  another  on  the  right  into  the 
delivery  room.  Back  of  the  delivery  room  and  at  the  right  of 
the  reading  hall,  from  which  it  is  divided  by  a  glass  screen  par- 
tition, is  the  librarian's  room,  so  placed  as  to  give  the  librarian 
control  of  the  public  area  of  the  building.  The  wing  of  the 
building  is  constructed  as  a  fire-proof  book  stack,  the  shelving 
of  which  will  accommodate  28,800  volumes,  allowing  eight  to  the 
running  foot.  Between  the  delivery  room  and  the  book  stack  is  a 
round  tower,  which  gives  access  to  a  large  room  directly  over  the 
porch  used  by  the  trustees.  The  reading  hall  is  an  open-timbered 
room,  twenty-one  feet  high,  with  arched  trusses  and  an  apsidal 
end,  and  a  frieze  of  high  windows.  Opposite  the  main  entrance 
into  this  room  is  an  open-hooded  fireplace  above  which  is  a  mar- 
ble plane  for  an  inscription.     The  woodwork  of  the   interior  of 
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the  baildiDg  is  brown  ash,  and  the  plaster  surfaces  are  treated  with 
color  and  border  lines.  The  interior  of  the  stack  is  painted  white. 
The  system  of  heating  is  by  indirect  radiation  in  the  main  portion 
of  the  bailding,  and  by  direct  radiation  in  the  book  stack.  The 
building  was  opened  to  the  public  on  Nov.  22,  1888. 

The  annual  circulation  of  the  library  is  now  about  28,000 
volumes,  nearly  one-third  of  which  goes  through  the  delivery  sta- 
tions in  the  upper  grades  of  the  grammar  schools,  in  charge  of  the 
teachera.  This  effort  to  connect  the  library  more  intimately  with 
the  work  of  the  schools  has  widened  its  service,  and  made  it  a 
stronger  factor  in  the  education  of  the  children.  This  system 
helps  to  fill  a  need,  long  felt,  of  some  intelligent  overaight  of  the 
reading  by  young  people.  Through  the  interest  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  Roderick  W.  Hine,  the  whole  plan  has  been 
developed  and  successfully  carried  out.  The  details  are  these :  a 
list  of  books  is  prepared  by  the  superintendent  and  a  committee  of 
the  teachers,  and  typewritten  copies,  having  the  shelf  numbers, 
are  placed  in  the  various  schools ;  a  special  library  card  is  printed 
for  the  use  of  scholars  in  drawing  books ;  the  cards  are  sent  to 
the  library,  and  the  books  returned  in  a  basket  with  little  or  no 
expense ;  the  books  are  then  distributed  and  kept  in  the  homes 
during  the  specified  time,  and  returned  to  the  library  in  the  same 
basket.  With  this  improvement  in  the  circulation  of  books  has 
sprung  up  a  new  interest  in  a  better  selection  of  reading  for  the 
young. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1889,  by  act  of  Legislature,  the  trustees 
transferred  the  entire  property  of  the  library  to  the  town,  and  on 
the  same  date  the  town  voted  to  ''  accept  the  gift  of  the  franchise, 
library  and  property,  real  and  personal,  of  the  Dedham  Public 
Library,  upon  the  condition  that  the  town  will  forever  maintain 
the  same  as  a  free  public  library."  At  that  time  nine  trustees 
were  elected  by  ballot,  three  for  three  years,  three  for  two  years 
and  three  for  one  year,  and  three  have  been  elected  yearly  since. 
Previous  to  the  transfer  the  same  system  was  in  operation,  but  the 
town  had  no  representation  on  the  board  before  1889. 

The  presidents  of  the  Library  Association  were :  John  Gardner, 
one  year ;  Edmund  Quincy,  five  years ;  Carlos  Slaf ter,  nine  years ; 
John  Cox,  Jr.,  three  years;  Carlos  Slaf  ter,  one  year,  during  which 
time  the  generous  gift  was  made  to  the  public  library  in  1871. 
The  librarians  were:  Dr.  Samuel  Adams,  dentist,  1855-56;  Miss 
Elizabeth  R.  Nicholson,  1856-60 ;  Miss  Elizabeth  Skillin,  1860-71. 
Since  1871  to  the  time  of  the  transfer  the  ofiScers  have  been: 
Alfred  Hewins,  president;  Henry  O.  Hildreth,  clerk;   Henry  W. 
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Richards,  treasurer;  Frances  M.  Mann,  librarian.  Miss  Mann 
has  continued  as  librarian  since  April  1,  1889.  From  this  date  to 
1898  John  R.  BuUard  served  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
and  in  April,  1898,  upon  his  declining  re-election  as  a  trustee, 
Hon.  Winslow  Warren  was  chosen  to  the  position.* 

Population,  1895,  7,211;  valuation,  $6,953,834;  volumes, 
1898,  14,978 ;  circulation,  27,868. 

DBEBFIBLD. 

Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson,  who  died  in  1875,  bequeathed  about 
$60,000  to  trustees  for  the  maintenance  of  a  high  school,  library 
and  reading-room,  to  be  located  upon  her  "  house  lot"  in  Deerfield  ; 
and  a  brick  building  was  erected  to  serve  all  these  purposes  in 
1878,  at  a  cost  of  about  $23,000.  The  library  maintained  under 
this  bequest,  although  it  has  heretofore  been  in  no  way  supported 
by  the  town,  is  free  to  all  its  citizens.  The  amount  devoted  to 
the  library  by  the  trustees  is  about  $250  per  annum,  and  the  prin- 
cipal aid  that  has  otherwise  come  to  the  library  is  the  gift  of  about 
1,000  volumes  fix)m  the  Deerfield  Reading  Club.  It  has  also  ab- 
sorbed a  small  social  and  association  library.  This  year  (1898) 
the  town  has  appropriated  $100  to  be  expended  for  books,  to  be 
added  to  the  Dickinson  Library.  It  is  open  each  school  day  in  the 
week,  and  is  managed,  under  the  terms  of  the  will,  in  connection 
with  the  high  school,  by  a  permanent  board  of  five  trustees  of  the 
Dickinson  bequest ;  one  is  chosen  annually,  and  in  the  choice  the 
town  has  three  votes  and  the  trustees  five.  P.  D.  Bridges  is  pres- 
ident of  the  board  of  trustees,  the  other  members  being  Elisha 
Wells,  Ephraim  Williams,  Benjamin  J.  Stebbins,  Jr.,  and  Charles 
E.  Williams.     The  librarian  is  D.  F.  Carpenter. 

The  Pocumtuck  Valley  Memorial  Association,  besides  its  museum, 
has  a  library  of  11,000  books  and  pamphlets,  chiefly  historical 
works,  to  which  the  citizens  have  free  admission  for  reference. 
The  association  was  organized  in  1870,  and  its  collections  have  been 
acquired  mainly  by  gifts  and  exchanges  for  its  publications.  Hon. 
George  Sheldon  is  president  and  librarian ;  Nathaniel  Hitchcock, 
secretary ;  Mrs.  M.  P.  Wcntworth,  assistant  and  acting  librarian. 

The  free  public  library  is  located  at  South  Deerfield.  It  was  es- 
tablished by  a  vote  of  the  town  in  1893,  and  received  in  July  of 
that  year  $100  worth  of  books  from  the  State,  by  authority  of  the 
library  act  of  1890.  It  received  at  the  same  time  the  collection  of 
the  South  Deerfield  Library  Association,  over  800  volumes,  given 

*  This  sketch  was  fturnished  by  Jalius  H.  Tattle,  of  the  trustees. 
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to  the  town  upon  condition  that  the  library  should  be  forever  sup- 
ported free  to  the  public.  This  private  librai-y  was  founded  in 
1871.  The  town  appropriates  $100  for  library  support  annually. 
The  cost  of  administration  is  $35.  The  trustees  chosen  by  the 
town  for  three  year  terms  are :  Henry  A.  Field,  Miss  Julia  C.  V. 
Arms,  John  M.  Billings,  Edson  M.  Roche,  Miss  Mary  Bryant  and 
Mrs.  Jennie  O.  Martin. 

Population,  1895,  3,007  ;  valuation,  $1,651,648  ;  volumes,  1898, 
Dickinson  Library,  3,100 ;  Pocumtuck  Valley  Association,  11,000  ; 
South  Deerfield  Free,  1,350;  circulation,  Dickinson,  1,800;  Free, 
4,000. 

DENNIS. 

In  1897  a  free  public  library  was  established  in  Dennis  by  a  vote 
of  the  town  accepting  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of 
1890,  by  authority  of  which  act  the  Library  Commission  aided  the 
town  by  $100  worth  of  books.  The  town's  appropriation  for 
library  purposes  is  $50.  The  further  sum  of  $100  is  derived  from 
a  shai'B  in  the  income  of  a  fund  of  $7,000  bequeathed  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  and  this  is  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books. 
The  library  occupies  a  wooden  building  in  the  village  of  East 
Dennis,  erected  for  it  from  the  Jacob  Sears  fund,  and  costing 
about  $3,500.  There  is  a  reading-room.  The  services  of  those 
having  charge  of  the  library  are  gratuitous.  The  library  is  open 
on  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  p.m.  The  three  trustees  were  appointed 
by  the  supreme  judicial  court,  and  also  elected  by  the  town.  They 
are :  Henry  H.  Sears,  C.  Walter  Hall,  Prince  M.  Crowell.  Miss 
Julia  F.  Sears  is  librarian. 

There  are  two  association  libraries  in  the  town,  supported  by 
fees.  Nathaniel  My  rick  of  Spencer  by  will  left  $500  to  the  East 
Dennis  Association  Library.  This  is  supported  by  an  annual  fee 
of  50  cents  paid  by  members,  who  alone  have  the  privilege  of  using 
books.     The  Association  Library  at  Dennis  is  similarly  managed. 

Population,  1895,  2,545;  valuation,  $1,680,954;  volumes, 
1898,  350 ;  circulation,  936. 

DIGHTON. 

Two  association  libraries  in  Dighton  were  for  many  years  sup- 
ported by  fees  for  the  use  of  books.  The  one  at  North  Dighton 
survives,  and  contains  about  500  volumes.  In  1894  Dighton 
voted  to  establish  a  free  public  library,  and,  under  authority  of 
chapter  847  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  received  $100  worth  of  books 
from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission.  The  library  was 
opened  Dec.  1,  1895,  in  a  small  room  of  the  town  hall  building. 
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The  town  at  first  appropriated  $25  for  the  purchase  of  books  and 
$25  for  fitting  ap  the  room  for  library  use.  The  annual  appropria- 
tion is  now  $100  from  the  refunded  dog  tax,  and  some  aid  is 
received  from  the  proceeds  of  entertainments  or  private  gifts. 
The  librarian  generously  gives  her  services.  The  library  is  open 
on  Wednesday  evenings  from  7  to  9,  and  on  Saturday  afternoons 
from  2  to  4.  There  is  no  complete  catalogue,  but  the  accessions 
are  annually  published.  Each  school  has  the  privilege  of  six 
special  cards.  There  are  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  the 
present  board  consisting  of  Dwight  F.  Lane,  Edward  Lincoln  and 
William  P.  Eddy.     Miss  Carrie  Atwood  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,797;  valuation,  $829,301 ;  volumes,  1898, 
650 ;  circulation,  3,528. 

DOUGLAS. 

The  Douglas  Social  Library  Association  was  formed  on  the  8  th 
of  April,  1799,  Rev.  Isaac  Stone  being  its  founder  and  first  libra- 
rian. Its  books  were  never  very  numerous,  but  were  so  carefully 
guarded  against  injury  by  fines  for  the  defacing  of  their  pages  by 
candle  grease,  ink  or  other  defilement,  that  they  are  found  in  ex- 
cellent condition  today.  About  fifty  years  ago  an  agricultural 
library  was  begun,  and  its  proprietors,  having  enlarged  its  scope, 
organized  a  corporation  April  10, 1865.  In  1879  this  corporation, 
known  as  the  Douglas  Library  Association,  gave  its  collection  to 
the  town  to  found  a  free  library.  The  town  appropriates  for 
library  support  the  refunded  dog  tax  annually,  about  $300.  The 
books  are  kept  in  a  room  of  a  building  erected  for  an  engine  house 
and  town  offices  at  East  Douglas.  The  library  is  open  on  Wednes- 
days from  2  to  6  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  about 
$60.  There  is  a  printed  catalogue,  and  lists  of  accessions  are 
published  annually.  The  management  is  by  a  board  of  six  trus- 
tees. The  present  members,  elected  by  the  town,  are:  Charles  J. 
Batcheller,  John  U.  Hubbard,  Henry  O.  Lamson,  William  P. 
Wight,  George  H.  Stoddard  and  William  L.  Pennell.  The  libra- 
rian is  Miss  Alice  E.  Luther. 

Population,  1895,  2,026;  valuation,  $1,055,890;  volumes, 
1898,  3,394;  circulation,  9,511. 

DOVBB. 

The  Dover  Town  Library  was  first  opened  to  the  public  Decem- 
ber 22,  1894.  In  March  of  that  year  the  town  appropriated  $200 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  a  free  library,  and  this  was  in- 
creased to  $400  by  subscriptions.     By  authority  of  the  library  act 
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of  1890  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  added  $100  worth 
of  books.  At  a  subseqnent  town  meeting  the  sum  of  $350  was 
voted  for  furnishing  a  suitable  room  in  the  town  hall  building  for 
library  use.  The  library  started  with  498  well-selected  volumes 
upon  its  shelves.  It  is  open  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  from  3 
to  9  P.M.  A  card  catalogue  is  in  use,  and  there  has  been  printed 
annually  a  catalogue  of  accessions.  A  reading-room  is  connected 
with  the  library,  wherein  the  leading  magazines  are  displayed ;  and, 
as  patrons  are  not  numerous  and  the  collection  is  small,  readers 
are  allowed  free  access  to  the  shelves,  and  seem  to  prize  the  priv- 
ilege. Many  excellent  books  of  reference,  besides  miscellaneous 
books  and  magazines,  have  been  added  to  the  library  by  gift. 
The  annual  appropriation  by  the  town  is  $350,  and  there  is  no 
other  income.  The  books  were  catalogued  under  the  Dewey  sys- 
tem by  Miss  Howes,  and  Miss  Amy  C.  Jones  was  the  first  libra- 
rian. The  present  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  are:  Jedediah 
W.  Higgins,  George  L.  Howe  and  I.  Whiting.  The  librarian  is 
Miss  Marion  B.  Hodgson. 

Population,  1895,  668;  valuation,  $1,066,258 ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,281 ;  circulation,  3,876. 

DBAOUT. 

There  has  never  been  a  public  library  in  Dracut.  It  is  the  only 
town  in  Middlesex  County  now  without  free  library  privileges. 
The  citizens  of  the  town  have  been  unable  to  decide  upon  any 
satisfactory  location  for  a  town  hall.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  suburb  of 
Lowell,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  the  majority  of  its  people  are 
concerned,  and  has  no  definite  centre  of  population. 

Population,  1895,  2,443;  valuation,  $1,732,296. 

DUDLEY. 

The  town  of  Dudley  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  library  act 
of  1890  in  1896,  but  its  free  library  was  not  opened  until  1897, 
when  it  occupied  a  small  room  in  a  school-house,  at  the  village  of 
Chaseville,  and*  the  chief  portion  of  its  books  were  the  $100  worth 
of  volumes  presented  by  the  State.  The  annual  appropriation  of 
the  town  is  $200,  and  the  cost  of  administration  $50.  The  books 
are  accessible  to  the  public  for  four  hours  Friday  afternoon. 
A  reference  library  for  teachers  has  been  absorbed  in  the  collec- 
tion. A  card  catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Teachers  in  the  public 
schools  are  given  special  privileges  in  the  use  of  books  for  their 
school  work.     The  present  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  are :  E. 
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P.  Morton,  E.  I.  Stevens  and  J.  Joseph  Gilles.     The  librarian  is 
Miss  Nora  G.  Thompson. 

Population,  1895,  3,203;  valuation,  $1,074,024;  volumes, 
1898,  500;  circulation,  about  4,000. 

rDUNSTABLB. 

The  Dunstable  Free  Library  was  founded  in  1878,  when  a  social 
library  that  had  existed  in  the  town  for  some  years  was  incorpo- 
rated with  it,  and  a  number  of  books  were  added  by  gift.  It  is 
free  to  all  the  inhabitants,  and  is  managed  by  three  trustees  chosen 
by  the  town.  At  first  the  library  was  kept  in  a  small  room  over  a 
store,  but  in  1890  it  was  moved  to  the  building  used  as  a  town 
hall.  Its  quarters  there  being  insufficient,  it  was  again  moved  in 
1896  to  suitable  and  pleasant  accommodations  in  a  new  school- 
house,  fitted  up  for  use  as  a  reading-room.  Several  periodicals 
are  taken. 

In  1893  the  town  voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  chapter  347 
of  the  Acts  of  1890,  as  amended  by  chapter  255  of  the  Acts  of 
1892,  and  $100  worth  of  books  was  then  received  from  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission.  The  refunded  dog  tax  and  a  small 
additional  sum,  usually  about  $100  in  all,  are  annually  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  the  library,  but  the  funds  are  never  sufficient  for 
the  purchase  of  many  new  books.  The  librarian  receives  $30. 
A  catalogue  was  printed  when  the  library  was  formed,  several 
supplements  have  been  issued  since,  and  recently  the  books  have 
been  reclassified  and  recatalogued  in  a  more  systematic  way.  The 
library  is  much  used  by  teachers  and  scholars,  and  by  them  books 
are  circulated  among  families  at  a  distance.  All  persons  are  en- 
couraged to  seek  aid  in  the  selection  of  helpful  books  and  infor- 
mation from  the  librarian.  Present  trustees:  Rev.  Bartlett  H. 
Weston,  Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Swallow  and  Henry  A.  Parkhurst. 
Librarian,  Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Swallow. 

Population,  1895,  400;  valuation,  $311,549;  volumes,  1898, 
1,910;  circulation,  1,248. 

DUXBURY. 

The  Duxbury  Free  Library  was  established  in  1889.  Henry 
Winsor  of  Philadelphia,  a  native  of  Duxbury,  gave  $5,000  toward 
founding  a  public  library,  the  income  of  which  is  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  standard  works.  This  gift  was  supplemented  by  the 
presentation  to  the  town,  by  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright  of  Duxbury, 
of  a  valuable  building  and  grounds,  completely  furnished  for 
library  purposes.     This  gift  was  made  by  Mrs.  Wright  in  memory 


DUXBURY   FREE    LIBRARy. 
Mimorial  of  George  'Backbam    Wright  bv  bis  Molber. 
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Gi/I  of  Cyrus  IVatbbiirn. 
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of  her  deceased  son,  George  Baekham  Wright.  The  building  is 
a  wooden  dwelling- house,  constructed  about  sixty  years  ago,  and  re- 
modelled so  as  to  provide  a  library  room,  two  reading-rooms, 
rooms  for  librarian,  and  meeting  rooms  for  church  and  other 
societies.  Mrs.  Wright  also  gave  a  choice  collection  of  books  and 
pictures.  The  late  Henry  Hathaway  of  Duxbury  left  a  legacy  of 
$3,000,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  library,  at  the  discretion  of  the  trustees.  The  town  makes 
occasional  appropriations.  The  management  is  in  a  self- perpet- 
uating board  of  trustees,  the  original  members  of  which  were 
appointed  by  Mi's.  Wright.  The  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays  from  3  to  5.30  and  7  to  9  p.m.  The  present 
trustees  are:  John  H.  Parks,  Elbridge  H.  Chandler,  Horatio 
Adams,  Wm.  J.  Wright,  Frederick  B.  Knapp,  Jonathan  S.  Ford 
and  Herbert  E.  Walker.     Librarian,  William  W.  Wood. 

Population,  1895, 1,966  ;  valuation,  $1,651,493  ;  volumes,  1898, 
2,600 ;  circulation,  5,000. 


EAST  BBIDQBWATEB. 

A  library  existed  in  the  East  Parish  of  Bridgewater  as  early  as 
1770.  Another,  which  was  organized  as  *'  The  Proprietors  of  a 
Library  in  the  East  Precinct  of  Bridgewater,"  in  1793,  owned  at 
one  time  a  collection  of  well-selected  books.  In  1836  a  Social 
Library  was  formed  in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as  Joppa,  now 
Elm  wood.  A  Village  Library  was  founded  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  in  1838.  A  library  was  formed  in  Eastville,  in  1840,  largely 
through  the  efforts  of  the  late  John  Adams  Conant,  Jr.,  and  is 
still  maintained  ;  and  an  Agricultural  Library  was  formed  in  1860, 
most  of  the  volumes  being  transferred  later  to  the  shelves  of  the 
public  library.  The  "East  Bridgewater  Library  Association," 
which  was  established  Sept.  23,  1870,  collected  the  books  which 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  free  library. 

In  January,  1884,  the  association  voted  that,  if  the  town  would 
annually  appropriate  a  sum  of  not  less  than  $100,  to  be  expended 
for  books  under  the  direction  of  the  library  committee,  the  public 
might  have  the  use  of  the  books  owned  by  the  association.  March 
10,  1884,  the  town  voted  to  establish  the  East  Bridgewater  Public 
Library,  appropriated  $500  for  the  purpose,  and  chose  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Ezra  Kingman,  Geo.  W.  Allen  and  Isaac  N.  Nutter, 
to  supervise  the  formation  of  the  library,  which  was  opened  to  the 
public  June  25,  1884.  It  is  supported  mainly  by  taxation,  the 
annual  appropriation  of  the  town  being  usually  $500.     The  cost 
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of  administration  is  $200.  The  library  was  kept  for  several  years 
in  a  room  in  the  bank  block,  hired  by  the  town ;  but  more  room 
being  needed,  it  was  removed  to  quarters  in  the  new  Masonic 
building,  where  it  remained  until  October,  1897,  when  it  was 
transferred  to  a  permanent  home  in  the  * '  Washburn  Library 
building." 

By  a  deed  of  trust,  dated  July  18,  1894,  Cyrus  Washburn  of 
Wellesley  Hills  transferred  cei-tain  stocks  of  the  par  value  of 
$10,000  to  Benjamin  W.  Hams,  Isaac  N.  Nutter,  Benjamin  W. 
Keith,  George  M.  Keith  and  Robei*t  O.  Harris,  stipulating  that 
they  should  sell  a  portion  of  the  stocks  and  with  the  proceeds  pur- 
chase the  lot  formerly  occupied  by  the  Catholic  Church,  holding 
the  balance  of  the  stock  and  paying  the  income  to  him  during  his 
life,  and  upon  his  death  erect  a  building  on  said  lot  for  the  use  of 
the  town,  to  be  called  the  Washburn  Library  building.  Later  Mr. 
Washburn  decided  to  have  this  built  during  his  life,  and  in  writing 
directed  the  trustees  to  proceed  to  erect  it.  Plans  were  selected, 
drawn  by  W.  V.  Howard,  an  architect  of  Brockton,  and  the  pres- 
ent building  was  erected  in  1896  and  dedicated  Sept.  22,  1897. 
It  stands  upon  a  granite  foundation,  the  walls  being  of  pressed 
red  brick,  with  granite  and  brown-stone  trimmings.  The  interior 
is  finished  mainly  in  oak.  The  cost  of  the  building  and  lot  was 
a  little  in  excess  of  $11,000,  wholly  the  gift  of  Mr.  Washburn  to 
his  native  town.  The  front  of  the  building  is  devoted  to  a  read- 
ing-room seventeen  by  twenty-five  feet,  opening  into  a  delivery 
room  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet,  the  trustees'  room,  fourteen  by  six- 
teen feet,  and  the  librarian's  room,  ten  by  twelve  feet,  connecting 
the  stack  room  and  delivery  room.  The  stack  room,  thirty  by 
thirty-two  feet,  occupies  the  entire  rear  portion  of  the  structure, 
and  provision  has  been  made  for  a  gallery  when  the  present  capacity 
is  reached.  The  management  of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of 
six  trustees,  two  members  being  chosen  by  the  town  each  year  to 
serve  three  years. 

The  town  received  in  1892  a  bequest  of  $1,600  from  the  estate 
of  the  late  Willard  Johnson,  who  had  expressed  a  strong  desire 
that  a  public  library  should  be  established  in  this  his  adopted  town. 
In  1897  Weston  W.  Osborne  gave  $100  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
and  the  sum  of  $800  was  realized  by  a  fair  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library. 

The  library  is  open  every  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
from  2  to  5  and  6  to  8  p.m.  The  present  librarian  is  Miss  Lucy 
L.  Siddall.  The  following  persons  constitute  the  present  board  of 
trustees:  William  H.  Taylor,  chairman;  Hon.  Isaac  N.  Nutter, 
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secretary  and  treasurer ;  Rev.  Clarence  Lathbury,  Miss  Mary  H. 
Rnst,  Edmund  W.  Nutter  and  Miss  Alice  E.  Strong. 

Popnlation,  1895,  2,894;  valuation,  $1,635,341;  volumes, 
1898,  3,000;    circulation,  9,817. 

EASTHAM. 

The  Public  Library  of  Eastham  was  established  in  1878  by  vote 
and  an  appropriation  of  $100.  At  the  same  time  gifts  were  re- 
ceived from  Augustus  Denton  of  Boston,  $100;  from  the  Ladies' 
Social  Circle  of  Eastham,  $100 ;  and  from  the  Ladies'  Independent 
Social  and  Beuevolent  Association  of  Eastham,  $116.11.  An 
annual  appropriation  of  $50  and  the  refunded  dog  tax,  about  $40, 
is  now  made  by  the  town  for  the  library.  It  is  free  to  all  inhab- 
itants of  Eastham,  and  managed  by  three  trustees  chosen  by  the 
town.  It  had  from  its  establishment  occupied  a  room  over  the 
store  of  George  H.  Clark,  loaned  by  him  to  the  trustees,  lighted 
and  warmed  and  free  of  rent,  but  has  recently  been  moved  into  a 
new  building  erected  by  the  Village  Improvement  Society,  and 
leased  at  a  nominal  rent  to  the  town.  Under  authority  of  the  Acts 
of  1892,  this  town,  in  1893,  was  given  $100  worth  of  books  by 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission.  The  library  is  open  on  Sat- 
urdays from  1  to  5  p.m.  School  teachers  have  the  privilege  of 
taking  as  many  books  as  they  desire,  for  use  in  the  school-room, 
and  librarian  and  trustees  offer  all  information  and  instruction 
possible  to  the  town's  people.  The  present  tinistees  are :  John  A. 
Clark,  James  Savage  and  Mrs.  Rachel  Horton.  Mrs.  Horton  has 
served  as  trustee  ever  since  the  founding  of  the  library.  The 
libraiian  is  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Clark. 

Population,  1895,  476;  valuation,  $294,314;  volumes,  1898, 
1,277;  circulation,  1,300. 

BASTHAMPTON. 

The  Public  Library  Association  of  Easthampton  was  incorpo- 
rated by  chapter  157  of  the  Acts  of  1869,  for  the  formation  and 
maintenance  of  a  public  library  in  the  town ;  and  its  management 
is  vested  in  a  board  of  directors,  not  less  than  five  in  number,  to 
be  elected  by  the  corporation ;  of  this  board  the  principal  of  Wil- 
liston  Seminary  and  the  chairman  of  the  school  committee  of  the 
town  are  ex-officio  members.  By  the  terms  of  the  charter,  so  long 
as  the  corporation  shall  allow  the  inhabitants  of  Easthampton  free 
access  to  its  library  at  reasonable  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  using 
the  same  on  the  premises,  the  town  may  annually  appropriate  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $1  for  each  of  its  ratable  polls*     The  library 
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was  not  originally,  therefore,  a  free  circulating  library,  except 
that  teachers  and  all  members  of  the  high  school  were  allowed  to 
draw  books  free.  Life  membership  in  the  association  cost  $50, 
and  a  yearly  subscription  of  $1  gave  the  right  to  borrow  books  for 
home  use.  Hon.  Edmund  H.  Sawyer  is  recognized  as  the  founder 
of  the  association,  and  Hon.  Samuel  Williston  contributed  $1,000 
to  assure  its  formation.  For  several  years  the  library  occupied 
two  rooms  in  the  town  hall  building,  and  the  town  voted  $500 
annually  for  its  care  and  increase.  In  1871  the  association  was 
authorized  to  form  and  maintain  a  museum  in  connection  with  the 
library.  The  library  has  absorbed  the  collections  of  an  asso- 
ciation established  in  1789,  of  a  youths'  library  started  in  1828 
and  of  the  Easthampton  Library  Association,  which  originated  in 
1840. 

Feb.  28,  1881,  a  library  building  was  dedicated.  Mrs.  Emily 
G.  Williston,  wife  of  the  founder  of  Williston  Seminary,  gave  the 
building,  which  cost  $20,000,  and  the  cost  of  the  lot,  improve- 
ments and  various  incidentals  was  defrayed  by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Sawyer, 
Dr.  Samuel  T.  Seelye  and  others.  The  building  is  of  brown  stone, 
in  old  English  style,  designed  by  Peabody  &  Steams.  A  vestibule 
leads  to  the  rotunda,  which  is  lighted  from  above.  On  the  right 
is  the  library  proper,  with  six  alcoves  for  books,  lighted  by  two 
dormer  and  a  stained  glass  window.  On  the  left  is  the  museum, 
containing  valuable  collections  of  war  relics,  pottery,  natural  his- 
tory specimens,  etc.  Opposite  the  entrance  from  the  vestibule  is 
the  reading-room,  semi-circular  in  plan  and  well  lighted.  In  this 
the  leading  magazines  and  newspapers  are  kept  displayed.  The 
shelving  has  a  capacity  for  20,000  volumes.  On  the  walls  are 
portraits  of  the  first  and  second  pastors  of  Easthampton,  Rev- 
erends Payson  Williston  and  William  Bement ;  Hon.  Samuel  and 
Mrs.  Williston  and  Hon.  Edmund  H.  Sawyer. 

A  catalogue  of  the  library  was  printed  in  1882,  and  accession 
lists  were  issued  as  needed  until  1897,  when  a  new  classification 
was  made  and  a  card  catalogue  upon  the  dictionary  plan  was  pre- 
pared. The  Dewey  decimal  classification  is  used,  and  fiction  is 
numbered  according  to  the  Cutter  author  table.  •  Shelf  lists  of  the 
books  in  their  different  classes  are  held  in  spring-back  binders. 
At  the  same  date  a  new  charging  system,  the  Brown  pocket,  was 
adopted.  The  library  is  open  afternoon  and  evening  on  every 
week-day.  Teachers  in  the  public  schools  are  given  extra  privi- 
leges, and  pupils  are  encouraged  to  consult  books  of  reference  and 
assisted  to  discover  the  information  they  desire. 

By  vote  of  the  town  the  library  was  made  wholly  free  on  May  1, 


EASTHAMPTON    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  Ill 

1897.  This  was  made  possible  by  the  bequest  of  Mrs.  Warner, 
known  as  the  Levi  and  Emeline  R.  Warner  fund,  the  annual 
income  of  which  is  paid  by  the  trustee.  Dr.  S.  T.  Seelye,  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Library  Association.  During  the  first  year  after 
the  books  were  made  free  to  the  public  1,047  persons  were  regis- 
tered and  31,760  books  were  loaned. 

The  town  appropriation  is  $1,000,  and  the  annual  income  from 
funds  and  other  sources  amounts  ta  about  the  same  sum.  Hon. 
Samuel  Williston  was  president  of  the  association  until  1872,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Hon.  Edmund  H.  Sawyer,  who  held  the  ofBce 
until  bis  death  in  1879.  The  officers  of  the  association  now  are: 
Dr.  Samuel  T.  Seelye,  president;  F.  C.  Greene,  vice-president; 
Edmund  H.  Sawyer,  clerk;  Chas.  H.  Johnson,  treasurer;  Horace 
L.  Clark,  auditor.  The  directors  of  the  library  are :  John  Mayher, 
J.  W.  Green,  Horace  L.  Clark,  Oren  C.  Burt,  J.  H.  Sawyer, 
principal  Williston  Seminary;  Chas.  H.  Johnson,  chairman  of 
school  board.  Miss  Dorcas  C.  Miller  has  been  the  librarian  from 
the  founding  of  the  association. 

Population,  1895,  4,790;  valuation,  $2,568,333;  volumes,  10,- 
200;  circulation,  81,760. 

BAST  LONOMBADOW. 

East  Longmeadow  dates  its  incorporation  from  July  1,  1894. 
It  accepted  the  library  act  of  1890  in  March,  1896,  and  received 
the  authorized  bounty  of  the  State,  $100  worth  of  books,  for  the 
foundation  of  a  free  library.  The  town  appropnates  $200  annu- 
ally for  its  support,  and  its  location  is  in  the  town  officers'  room 
of  the  town  hall  building.  There  is  no  source  of  income  save  the 
town's  vote,  and  but  small  gifts  of  books  have  been  received. 
The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $50.  The  public  has  access 
to  the  books  on  Wednesday  from  3  to  6  and  on  Saturday  from  7 
to  9  P.M.  Teachers  are  allowed  six  books  at  a  time,  and  may  hold 
them  one  month  for  school  use.  No  catalogue  has  been  printed, 
but  there  is  a  card  catalogue.  The  town's  trustees  are:  Mrs. 
Maiy  C.  Hunn,  David  D.  Durantaye  and  O.  Louis  Wolcott.  The 
librarian  is  Miss  Lyla  A.  Morgan. 

Population,  1898,  1,591;  valuation,  $653,883;  volumes,  1898, 
795 ;  circulation,  5,224. 

BA8TON. 

The  Ames  Free  Library  of  Easton  was  founded  by  a  bequest  of 
the  late  Hon.  Oliver  Ames,  the  second  of  that  name,  who  died 
March  9,  1877.  The  bequest  amounted  to  $50,000,  of  which  not 
over  $25,000  was  to  be  devoted  to  land  and  building,  $10,000  for 
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the  purchase  of  books,  maps  and  furnitare,  and  815,000  was  to  be 
invested  as  a  permanent  fund.  The  property  is  held  and  managed, 
under  a  deed  of  trust,  by  five  trustees,  appointed  by  the  Unitarian 
Society  of  North  Easton.  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames,  the  widow  of 
the  donor,  added  to  the  amount  originally  assigned  for  the  build- 
ing ;  and  a  beautiful  structure,  designed  by  Richardson,  was  buUt 
of  sienite  from  a  quarry  near  at  hand,  and  set  off  with  brown 
sandstone  trimmings.  It  has  a  capacity  of  about  25,000  volumes. 
The  entire  cost  of  the  building,  books  and  all  the  appurtenances 
of  the  library,  up  to  the  date  of  its  opening,  March  10,  1883,  was 
upwai*ds  of  $80,000.  Mi*s.  Ames  increased  the  permanent  fund 
to  $40,000,  the  annual  income  of  which  is  about  $2,500. 

The  library  has  been  very  carefully  selected.  An  excellent 
catalogue  was  issued  when  the  library  was  opened,  in  1883,  and 
bulletins  and  finding  lists  have  been  issued  since.  The  library  has 
been  made  useful  to  the  schools  by  the  publication  of  a  catalogue 
of  books  for  children,  by  permitting  the  teachers  to  take  several 
volumes  at  one  time,  and  by  care  to  obtain  books  helpful  for 
reference  in  school  work.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is 
about  $900,  in  addition  to  a  tenement  for  the  librarian,  which  is 
provided  in  the  building.  The  library  is  open  week-days  from  2 
to  6  and  7  to  9  p.m.  Every  effort  is  made  to  assist  those  desiring 
information  on  various  subjects,  and  especially  to  teach  the  school 
children  how  to  use  reference  books,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  library, 
to  supplement  their  work  in  school.  The  present  trustees  are: 
Oliver  Ames,  Lincoln  S.  Drake,  Cyrus  Lothrop,  George  W.  Ken- 
nedy and  Rev.  William  L.  Chaffln.  Librarian,  Miss  Mary  L. 
Lamprey. 

Population,    1895,   4,452 ;    valuation,    $5,398,265 ;    volumes, 
1898,  14,200;    circulation,  average  for  six  years,  16,000. 


EDGABTOWN. 

The  Edgartown  Free  Public  Library  was  founded  in  1891,  re- 
ceiving from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  $100  worth  of 
books,  in  accordance  with  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890. 
The  town's  appropriation  is  $160,  and  there  is  no  other  source  of 
income.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  room  over  a  store,  leased  at  a 
rent  of  $40,  and  are  accessible  to  the  public  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays  from  2  to  4.30  and  6  to  8  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  ad- 
ministration is  $50.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1892,  there  is  a 
card  catalogue,  and  accession  lists  are  published.  The  board  of 
trustees  consists  of  the  following  six  citizens,  chosen  according  to 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  113 

law:  Henry  A.  Pease,  H.  W.  Smith,  Wm.  E.  Marchant,  Miss 
Eanice  F.  Faalkner,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Walker  and  Miss  Eunice  C.  Rip- 
ley.    The  librarian  is  Miss  Eunice  C.  Ripley. 

Population,  1895,  1,125;  valuation,  $754,607;  volumes,  1898, 
1,232;  circulation,  5,813. 

EQBEMONT. 

The  free  library  of  Egremont  was  opened  Feb.  15,  1892,  with 
a  foundation  of  $100  worth  of  volumes  received  from  the  State 
under  authority  of  the  library  act  of  1890.  The  town's  appropri- 
ation is  $25  annually.  The  library  is  kept  in  a  corner  of  the  town 
hall  building,  and  books  are  distributed  to  borrowers  on  Saturday 
afternoons  from  2  to  4.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $20. 
There  is  a  card  catalogue,  and  accession  lists  are  published  annu- 
ally. There  are  three  trustees,  elected  by  the  town  in  accordance 
with  the  general  laws ;  Mrs.  W.  C.  Dalzell,  Miss  Bessie  Willard 
and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Walbridge  are  the  present  trustees.  Miss  Mar- 
garet O'Neil  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  836;  valuation,  $456,925;  volumes,  1898, 
570 ;  circulation,  520. 

BNFIELD. 

The  Enfield  Library  Association  was  started  Nov.  26,  1881,  by 
contributions  amounting  to  about  $800,  from  citizens  of  the  town. 
It  has  a  fund  of  $2,000  left  it  by  the  will  of  Miss  Betsey  Forbes, 
and  $1,000  given  by  vote  of  the  town  from  the  Blair  fund;  and 
the  town  appropriates  the  dog  tax  to  its  use.  The  library  is  en- 
tirely free  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  town.  Membership  in  the 
association,  upon  the  payment  of  $1  annually,  entitles  a  person  to 
a  vote  in  the  choice  of  officers.  The  town  provides  a  room  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  library  in  the  town  house.  There  is  a  card 
catalogue,  a  printed  catalogue  issued  in  1892,  and  lists  of  acces- 
sions are  now  and  then  published.  The  library  is  open  from  2  to 
8.30  Saturday  afternoon,  and  the  cost  of  administration  is  about 
$40  per  year.  The  chairman  of  the  school  committee  is  ex-officio 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors;  the  other  members  are: 
G^o.  C.  Ewing,  president;  Rev.  Geo.  E.  Hubbard,  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Smith,  Mrs.  Charles  Richards,  Miss  Jane  E.  Clark;  Charles 
D.  Haskell,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  libmrian  is  Miss  Ada  L. 
Harwood. 

Population,  1895,  990;  valuation,  $833,250;  volumes,  1898, 
3,600 ;  circulation,  7,220. 
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BBVING. 

The  ErviDg  Town  Libraiy  was  established  by  a  subscription  in 
1874,  when  Ex-Governor  Washburn  gave  $50  worth  of  books  and 
$50  in  money  for  the  purpose.  A  small  association  library  was 
absorbed  at  the  same  time.  In  1883  the  town  agreed  to  appropri- 
ate $50  per  annum  for  books,  and  to  make  the  library  free  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  A  branch  is  now  supported  at 
Miller's  Falls.  The  books,  being  divided  into  two  nearly  equal 
portions,  are  kept  in  the  librarian's  residence  at  Miller's  Falls  and 
in  an  engine  house  hall  at  Erving.  The  annual  appropriation  of 
the  town  for  library  purposes  is  $50.  Two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  volumes  were  given  the  town  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Holton  Halloa 
of  Detroit,  Mich.,  in  1883,  her  gift  being  conditional  upon  the 
library's  being  made  wholly  free.  By  authority  of  the  library  act 
of  1892,  accepted  by  the  town,  the  Free  Public  Library  Commis- 
sion in  August,  1893,  aided  it  with  $100  worth  of  books.  The 
library  is  open  on  Thursday  afternoons  from  3  to  5.  The  present 
trustees  are :  Noah  Rankin,  W.  A.  Butman  and  W.  G.  Walkup. 
The ' librarians  are:  Mrs.  W.  A.  Butman  at  Miller's  Falls  and 
Mrs.  Albert  G.  Bugbee  at  Erving. 

Population,  1895,  964;  valuation,  $385,074;  volumes,  1898, 
2,000;  circulation,  2,200,  es^tmo^ed. 

BSSEX. 

The  free  public  library  of  Essex  was  established  in  the  autump  of 
1892,  the  town  having  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1890, 
which  entitled  it  to  receive  $100  worth  of  books  from  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  Free  Public  Library  Commission  selected  the 
volumes  and  delivered  them  in  August  of  that  year.  The  library 
was  at  first  kept  in  the  high  school  building ;  but  the  late  T.  O. 
H.  P.  Burnham,  a  native  of  Essex,  left  to  the  town  by  his  will  the 
sum  of  $40,000,  one- half  of  which  he  set  apart  for  the  erection  of 
a  town  hall  and  library  building,  and  the  other  half  as  a  permanent 
fund  for  the  support  of  a  free  library.  The  building,  constructed 
of  wood  and  stone,  was  dedicated  Feb.  15,  1894,  and  the  library 
has  a  convenient  home  therein,  occupying  two  rooms ;  the  book 
room  forty  by  fifty  feet,  and  a  reading-room  fourteen  by  twenty 
feet.  The  permanent  fund  gives  an  income  of  $800  per  annum, 
and  the  town  contributes  only  the  cost  of  heating  and  lighting  the 
building.  The  town  expects  soon  to  receive  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Dr.  Russ  of  New  York,  a  native  of  Essex,  about  $2,500, 
bequeathed  for  the  benefit  of  the  free  library. 
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The  rooms  are  open  for  book  delivery  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afternoons  and  evenings.  There  is  a  printed  catalogue,  and  acces- 
sion lists  are  published  yearly.  The  present  trustees,  elected  by 
the  town  for  the  usual  terms,  are :  Willard  A.  Burnham,  Arthur 
D.  Story  and  Rev.  George  J.  Sanger.  Miss  Jennie  H.  Woodman 
is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,587;  valuation,  8997,068;  volumes,  1898, 
2,500;  circulation,  9,811. 

BVBBBTT. 

The  first  movement  towards  starting  a  public  library  in  Everett 
was  made  in  1871,  when  the  proceeds  of  an  entertainment  given 
for  the  purpose  were  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  town  treas- 
urer until  they  should  be  needed.  For  some  reason  the  matter 
was  then  allowed  to  drop  until  1878,  when  James  Skinner,  to 
whose  indomitable  energy,  enthusiasm  and  persistency  the  con- 
summation of  the  movement  was  mainly  due,  proposed  to  several 
gentlemen  to  make  contributions  of  books  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  public  library.  The  enterprise  having  enlisted  the  inter- 
est of  quite  a  number  of  citizens,  a  public  meeting  was  held  on 
the  twenty-first  day  of  June,  1878,  of  which  Geo.  S.  Marshall  was 
chairman  and  Gilman  C.  Hickok  secretary.  At  this  meeting  the 
movement  first  took  tangible,  organized  form  by  the  choice  of  a 
board  of  directors,  consisting  of  R.  M.  Barnard,  Geo.  S.  Marshall, 
Dudley  P.  Bailey,  J.  B.  Everett  and  James  Skinner,  later  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  Francis  B.  Wallis,  Geo.  E.  Kimball, 
W.  G.  Colesworthy  and  H.  A.  Tenney.  At  the  same  meeting  a 
committee,  consisting  of  G.  E.  Kimball,  I.  E.  Coburn,  James 
Skinner,  C.  F.  Atwood,  T.  F.  Leavitt  and  J.  C.  Van  Voorhis, 
was  chosen  to  solicit  contributions  of  books  and  funds,  and  the 
directors  were  empowered  to  procure  a  suitable  room  for  a  library. 
On  the  28th  of  June,  1878,  the  board  of  directors  organized  by 
the  choice  of  James  Skinner  chairman,  and  Dudley  P.  Bailey  sec- 
retary; and  on  the  5  th  of  December  the  organization  was  com- 
pleted by  a  choice  of  G.  E.  Kimball  as  treasurer.  The  labors  of 
the  soliciting  committee  were  so  far  successful  that  by  November 
about  400  volumes  had  been  accumulated.  It  was  resolved  to 
hold  a  public  meeting  Nov.  25,  1878,  which,  on  account  of  a 
storm,  was  not  fully  attended.  Interesting  addresses  were  made, 
however,  by  Rev.  L.  H.  Angler,  W.  H.  Bolster,  E.  R.  Thorndike, 
G.  S.  Marshall,  N.  H.  Dill  and  others,  and  some  money  was 
raised.  On  the  third  day  of  January,  1879,  the  directors  voted 
to  engage  a  room  in  the  new  building  of  Wbittier  &  Dearborn,  and 
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it  was  proposed  to  have  the  library  opened  to  the  public  on  the 
22d  of  February ;  but  various  causes  combined  to  cause  delay, 
and  this  anticipation  was  not  realized.  An  entertainment  was 
given  by  the  *«Jackwood  Club,"  Feb.  13,  1879,  netting  the 
library  870.16.  On  the  27th  of  January  Miss  Nina  6.  Holton  was 
chosen  librarian ;  but,  having  subsequently  accepted  the  position 
of  assistant  in  the  Glendale  School,  she  resigned,  and  Miss  Pris- 
cilla  F.  Hagar  was  chosen  librarian  in  her  stead  on  the  29  th  of 
March,  a  position  which  she  continued  to  hold  until  Jan.  27,  1896, 
when,  on  account  of  ill  health,  her  resignation  was  accepted.  She 
was  succeeded  by  Miss  Ellen  L.  Johnson.  Miss  Hagar,  with  the 
assistance  of  Miss  Emma  A.  Tufts,  was  engaged  to  cover  and 
label  the  books  and  prepare  a  catalogue,  this  last  not  being  com* 
pleted  at  the  opening  of  the  library.  From  a  small  beginning  the 
enterprise  soon  grew  to  respectable  proportions,*  the  number  of 
volumes  at  opening  reaching  1,289.  The  library  was  opened  on 
Thursday,  May  1,  1879,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  in  the  east 
room  on  the  second  floor  of  Whittier  &  Dearborn's  block,  after- 
wai-ds  called  the  Library  building,  and  now  Odd  Fellows'  building. 
The  library  for  about  one  year  was  supported  by  contributions 
from  various  pu'blic-spirited  individuals.  It  was  turned  over  to 
and  accepted  by  the  town  May  3,  1880,  the  income  of  the  dog  tax 
being  set  apart  for  its  maintenance.  At  this  time  Messrs.  Barnard 
and  Skinner  retired  from  the  board  of  directors,  and  their  places 
on  the  new  board  of  trustees  were  filled  by  Rev.  E.  R.  Thorn- 
dike  and  C.  F.  Atwood.  A  reading-room  was  opened  Jan.  26, 
1884;  but  its  main  features  were  discontinued  in  about  a  year, 
there  being  apparently  little  public  demand  for  such  an  institution. 
The  first  appropriation  from  taxation  for  its  support  was  made  by 
the  town  in  March,  1881.  The  annual  appropriations  have  varied 
from  9500  to  $2,000  a  year,  the  appropriation  for  1898  being 
$2,000  and  the  dog  tax,  which  amounted  to  $1,434.82. 

The  library  enterprise  in  Everett  was  in  its  origin  and  early 
development  of  a  popular  character.  Unlike  many  other  similar 
institutions,  it  had  owed  its  existence  and  its  support  for  several 
years  to  no  large  benefaction  from  any  source.  It  had  been  the 
Creation  of  the  many  brought  into  existence  and  sustained  to  meet 
a  public  demand.  Since  1891,  however,  the  movement  has  received 
a  marked  impetus  from  two  important  gifts. 

In  1891  William  Shute  of  Lynn,  born  within  the  limits  of  what 
is  now  Everett,  by  his  will  left  $10,000  to  the  town  of  Everett  for 
the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  a  public  library  building 
in  the  portion  of  the  town  known  as  Glendale.     This  legacy  was 
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accepted  at  a  town  meetiDg  held  March  15,  1892,  but  it  is  only 
within  the  past  year  that  a  building  has  been  erected. 

Aboat  two  months  later  another  was  made  by  Albert  N.  Par- 
lin,  treasurer  of  the  Magee  Furnace  Company,  a  native  of  South 
Maiden,  now  Everett.  In  memory  of  his  deceased  son,  Fred- 
erick £.  Parlin,  a  most  estimable  and  promising  young  man, 
who  died  in  1890  just  after  entering  Harvard,  Mr.  Parlin  offered 
to  give  to  the  town  as  a  site  for  a  public  library  a  part  of  the 
former  homestead  of  his  grandfather,  James  Pickering,  comprising 
6,672  square  feet  of  land  near  the  junction  of  Broadway  and 
School  Street,  worth  about  $1  per  foot.  On  it  stood  the  house  in 
which  Mr.  Parlin  was  bom,  built  by  Mr.  Pickering  and  for  sixty 
years  owned  by  some  member  of  the  family.  This  offer  was  sup« 
plemented  by  a  proposal  to  give  $5,000  in  money  to  aid  in  the 
erection  of  a  brick  or  stone  librai*y  building,  to  cost  not  less  than 
$20,000,  and  to  be  known  as  the  ^^  Frederick  E.  Parlin  Memorial 
Library  Building."  At  a  town  meeting,  held  May  31,  1892,  the 
town  unanimously  accepted  Mr.  Parlin's  timely  and  liberal  prop- 
osition, and  appropriated  $15,000  to  purchase  the  ''Blomerth 
estate,"  so  called,  at  the  junction  of  Broadway  and  School  Street, 
then  covered  by  a  very  unsightly  collection  of  buildings,  which  es- 
tate, pursuant  to  one  of  the  conditions  of  Mr.  Parlin's  gift,  was  to 
be  laid  out  as  an  open  area.  The  property  being  incumbered  with 
leases,  it  was  only  after  considerable  delay  and  negotiation  that 
the  rights  of  the  tenants  could  be  extinguished  and  the  buildings 
removed,  but  this  result  was  finally  accomplished.  The  financial 
panic  of  1893  also  caused  further  delay.  It  was  not  until  May  24, 
1894,  that  the  order  appropriating  $15,000  for  the  construction  of 
the  building  and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  building  com- 
mission of  five  was  approved  by  Francis  Batchelder,  then  mayor. 
The  building  commission  consisted  of  Robert  M.  Barnard,  Charles 
C.  Nichols,  Everett  B.  Wilson,  Cyrus  S.  Hapgood  and  Edward  C. 
Mead,  confirmed  June  12, 1894.  They  organized  by  the  choice  of 
R.  M.  Barnard  as  chairman  and  C.  C.  Nichols  as  secretary.  Mr. 
Mead  later  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Gilmon  C.  Hickok. 
John  C.  Spofford  was  selected  as  architect,  and  the  contract  for 
the  erection  of  the  building  was  awarded  to  Mead,  Mason  &  Co., 
for  $18,179,  the  lowest  bid.  The  total  cost  of  the  building  was 
about  $22,300.  The  building  is  a  beautiful  structure  of  white 
brick  with  stone  basement.  It  was  dedicated  Sept.  17, 1895,  with 
appropriate  ceremonies  held  at  the  hall  of  the  Everett  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  on  which  occasion  Alfred  Hemenway,  Esq., 
of  Boston  delivered  a  very  finished  and  scholarly  address.     The 
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delivery  of  books  from  the  "  Frederick  E.  Parlin  Memorial  Library 
Building"  began  on  the  following  day,  and  the  result  of  the  greatly 
improved  accommodations  thus  afforded  to  the  public  was  shown  in 
an  increase  in  the  delivery  of  books  of  twenty- five  per  cent,  in 
1896,  as  compared  with  1895. 

In  the  earlier  period  of  its  existence  the  public  library  was 
opened  only  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  and  then 
only  in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  With  the  increased  demands 
upon  it  as  population  increased,  it  was  later  opened  every  week- 
day and  the  hours  were  extended.  On  March  25,  1895,  it  was 
voted  that  on  and  after  April  1,  1895,  the  library  be  open  from 
10  A.M.  to  9  P.M.,  and  these  hours  have  since  been  maintained  on 
every  week-day  except  holidays  and  during  the  summer  months, 
when  the  hour  of  closing  is  8  p.m. 

When  Everett  became  a  city  the  number  of  trustees  was  in- 
creased to  twelve,  and  three  women  were  appointed  as  members, 
Mrs.  Adelaide  P.  Potter,  Mrs.  Frances  M.  Fall  and  Mrs.  Harriet 
W.  Vaughan.  Largely  through  their  efforts  a  children's  reading- 
room  was  opened  Nov.  23,  1896,  and  has  been  a  conspicuous  suc- 
cess from  its  inception.  The  deliveries  in  this  department  during 
the  first  five  months  of  1898  numbered  9,537. 

The  first  catalogue  was  a  somewhat  crude  affair,  paid  for  mainly 
by  the  advertising  it  contained.  In  1890  a  catalogue  was  pre- 
pared on  more  scientific  principles,  under  the  supervision  of  Miss 
E.  F.  Knowles  of  the  Boston  Athenaeum. 

Early  in  the  year  1893  the  legacy  of  William  Shute  was  received 
by  the  city,  but,  owing  to  the  financial  panic  of  that  year  and  the 
extra  labor  involved  in  launching  a  new  city  government,  nothing 
was  done  with  it.  Until  late  in  1895  no  agreement  could  be 
reached  by  the  city  council  in  reference  to  any  action  looking  to 
the  erection  of  a  library.  During  that  year  the  library  committee 
made  a  careful  examination  of  various  sites,  and  the  city  govern- 
ment in  December,  1895,  on  the  recommendation  of  this  commit- 
tee, selected  and  purchased  a  lot  at  the  comer  of  Broadway  and 
Gledhill  Avenue,  containing  7,632  square  feet  for  $1,908.  Noth- 
ing firther  was  accomplished  until  1897,  when  at  last,  on  June  7, 
an  order  was  approved  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  library  build- 
ing, and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  of  three 
to  have  charge  of  the  work.  Solomon  8hute,  RichaM  T.  Green 
and  P.  S.  Mahoney  were  appointed  as  the  building  commission, 
and  their  appointment  was  confirmed  June  21,  1897.  They  organ- 
ized by  the  choice  of  Solomon  Shute  as  chairman  and  Patrick  S. 
Mahoney  as  secretaiy.     Competitive  plans  were  submitted  July 
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15,  and,  after  canvassing  the  merits  of  each,  those  submitted  by 
Wm.  S.  Loagee  of  Everett  were  accepted.  Bids  for  the  erection 
of  the  building  were  invited,  and  on  August  19  the  contract  for  its 
erection  was  awarded  to  Fessenden  &  Libby,  for  $8,570,  the 
lowest  bid.  The  contract  signed  Sept.  10,  1897,  provided  for  a 
one-story  building  of  red  brick  with  sandstone  trimmings,  fifty- 
three  feet  front  by  thirty-seven  feet  deep,  containing  five  rooms 
.  and  a  basement,  heated  by  a  furnace.  The  building  was  completed 
June  8,  1898,  its  total  cost  being  $9,101.11.  The  cost  of  the 
land,  $1,908,  added,  gives  a  total  cost  of  $11,009.11,  a  sum 
which  was  wholly  provided  by  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Shute  and  the 
interest  upon  it.  The  Shute  Library  has  not  yet  been  opened,  but 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  occupied  during  the  coming  winter, 
and  then  Everett,  which  but  four  years  ago  had  none,  will  have 
two  substantial  and  convenient  library  buildings. 

The  library  has  been  served  by  twenty-nine  persons  as  directors 
and  trustees,  of  whom  six  have  served  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
since  its  establishment.  The  present  trustees  and  their  terms  of 
service  are  as  follows :  James  B.  Everett,  M.D.,  1878-98 ;  Henry 
A.  Tenney,  1880-98 ;  Dudley  P.  Bailey,*  1878-98 ;  George  E. 
Smith,  1882-98;  G.  C.  Hickok,  1884-98;  George  M.  Nash, 
1892-98;  James  Skinner,  1893-98;  Harriet  W.  Vaughan,  1893- 
98;  Adelaide  P.  Potter,  1893-98;  Belle  D.  Curtis,  1898;  Frank 
W.  Sawyer,  M.D.,  1897-98 ;  George  W.  Cook,  1 898.  Miss  Ellen 
L.  Johnson  is  librarian,  and  has  three  assistants. 

Population,  1895,  18,578;  valuation,  $14,928,000;  volumes, 
1898,  12,286;  circulation,  63,291. 

FAIBHAVBir. 

« 
The  Millicent  Library  was  founded  by  the  children  of  Henry 

H.  and  Abbie  P.  Rogers  of  New  York,  as  a  memorial  to  their 

deceased  sister,  Millicent  G.  Rogers. 

The  origin  of  the  library  may  best  be  told  in  Mr.  Rogers'  own 

words,  spoken  at  the  dedicatory  exercises  Jan.  30,  1893:  ^^The 

germ  of  the  Millicent  Library  has  its  origin  in  the  darkness  of  a 

great  grief,  and  pressed  its  tendrils  into  our  hearts  through  a  little 

story  that  was  told  us  of  the  dear  girl  whose  memory  we  adore 

and  desire  to  perpetuate.     The  story  was  expressive  of  what  was 

in  her  thoughts  a  few  weeks  before  her  death ;  and,  coupled  with 

the  love  she  held  for  books,  there  came  to  our  children  a  common 

desire  to  erect  a  library  in  tribute  to  her  memory .    The  suggestion 


•  This  sketch  was  farnished  by  Dudley  P.  Bailey,  Esq. 
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was  80  pleasing  to  us  as  parents  that  it  found  a  ready  acceptance, 
and,  with  a  feeling  of  thankfulness  to  heaven  for  the  blessings 
which  would  enable  us  to  carry  out  the  work,  we  undertook  the 
task.  The  development  of .  the  germ  you  have  watched  as  time 
has  been  passing  until  it  stands  before  you  to-day  in  its  completed 
form,  prepared  to  begin,  as  we  hope,  a  life  of  educational  and 
pleasing  purpose.  We  have  tried  to  give  the  library  an  individu- 
ality in  harmony  with  the  character  and  personality,  as  we  cherish 
them,  of  the  loved  one  whose  loss  we  mourn.  If  we  have  built 
better  than  was  required  by  the  measure  of  practical  needs,  it  was 
because  we  were  working  to  an  ideal  that  we  desired  should  stand 
for  the  best  in  worth  and  beauty." 

The  plan  of  the  library,  while  apparently  somewhat  irregular,  is 
nevertheless  based  upon  a  symmetrical  motive,  being  that  of  a 
cross,  the  reading-rooms,  entrance  hall  and  stack  room  forming 
that  exact  figure,  the  porch,  librarian's  and  trustees'  rooms  filling 
in  three  of  its  inner  angles.  The  entrance  at  the  south-west 
corner  is  approached  from  the  adjoining  streets  by  broad  grano- 
lithic walks,  ample  flights  of  granite  steps,  the  clustered  columns 
with  carved  capitals,  surmounted  by  semi-circular  arches,  and  its 
mosaic  floor.  From  this  the  principal  doorway  opens  into  a  vesti- 
bule, the  walls  and  floors  of  which  are  constructed  entirely  of  tiles 
of  harmonious  colors.  Heavy  doors  of  oak  open  from  this  vesti- 
bule into  a  hall  or  ante-chamber  of  the  public  reading-room,  a 
space  rectangular  in  shape,  about  fifteen  feet  in  width,  decorated 
upon  one  side  with  niches  for  statuary  and  upon  the  outer  wall 
filled  with  the  stained  glass  memorial  window.  This  window, 
which  is  sixteen  feet  in  height,  was  made  in  London  by  the  firm  of 
Clayton  &  Bell,  who  have  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
revival  of  stained  glass  manufacture  in  the  last  thirty  years.  The 
entrance  ball  merges  directly  into  the  public  delivery  and  reading- 
rooms,  commanding  a  view,  practically,  of  the  whole  interior  of 
the  building.  The  trustees'  room  opens  from  it  on  the  left,  the 
dimensions  of  which  are  twenty-one  by  twenty-five  feet.  It  is 
lighted  by  five  windows  in  a  circular  bay  upon  one  side,  opposite 
which  is  a  fireplace  of  marble  and  encaustic  tiles,  and  a  mantel- 
piece of  ample  proportions,  of  solid  oak  with  Ionic  columns  and 
enriched  entablature. 

The  public  reading-room,  twenty  feet  in  width  by  fifty-two  feet 
in  length,  is  twenty-six  feet  in  height.  This  is  divided  into  two 
parts  by  columns  and  arches  separating  the  delivery  from  the  gen- 
eral reading-room.  Similar  arches  separate  it  from  the  stack 
room,  which  is  a  rectangular  apartment  thirty  by  thirty-six  feet 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  121 

and  twenty-six  feet  in  height.  The  librarian's  room  is  a  smaller 
apartment,  thirteen  feet  four  inches  by  fourteen  feet  eight  inches, 
lighted  by  an  one!  window  and  furnished  with  recessed  book-cases, 
and  having  communication  with  a  bui^lar-proof  vault  four  and 
one- half  by  eight  feet,  with  metal  compartments  and  shelving. 
The  reference  room  is  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  building, 
and  is  twenty-one  feet  eight  inches  in  length  by  twenty  feet  in 
width.  The  interior  wall  surface  of  the  entire  story,  to  a  height 
of  about  eleven  feet,  is  lined  with  pressed  brick  laid  with  joints, 
above  which  is  a  decorated  entablature  of  Keene  cement.  Above 
this  the  walls  are  treated  in  cement  and  plaster,  as  well  as  the 
-ceilings,  which  are  ribbed  and  panelled. 

The  brick  interior  walls  have  been  painted  in  oil  with  a  diaper 
pattern  of  harmoniously  blended  colors.  The  modelling  of  the 
cement  work  and  all  carving  of  stone  and  wood  has  been  executed 
from  carefully  studied  designs,  the  mantel-pieces  have  friezes 
carved  with  emblematic  figures  and  scrolls  with  inscriptions,  and 
the  entablatures  around  the  principal  rooms  decorated  in  high 
relief  with  escutcheons  and  garlands.  The  door  and  window 
pilasters  are  panelled  with  reproductions  of  famous  Italian  bas- 
reliefs.  The  architraves,  columns,  pilasters,  entablatures  and 
-cornices  have  been  painted  in  imitation  of  old  ivory,  and  the 
ceilings  in  warm,  soft  tints. 

The  memorial  window,  which  occupies  the  central  position  in 
the  north  front  at  base  of  tower,  and  which  attracts  attention  on 
entering  the  hall,  is  an  interesting  example  of  the  glass  worker's 
art,  and  is  divided  into  several  compartments,  the  central  one  of 
which  is  a  figure  of  the  Muse  of  Poetry,  whose  features  portray 
the  likeness  of  her  to  whose  memory  the  building  was  erected.  In 
the  upper  central  poition  is  &  sitting  figure  of  Shakespeare,  while 
the  subordinate  compartments  on  the  right  and  left  are  filled  with 
-conventional  ornamentation  and  tablets  bearing  the  names  of  the 
principal  American  poets.  The  tables,  delivery  counters,  book 
and  magazine  cases  and  furniture  in  the  various  rooms  have  been 
specially  designed  for  the  place,  and  manufactured  of  quartered  oak. 

The  construction  of  the  building  is  fireproof,  the  exterior  waUs 
being  of  solid  masonry,  stone  lined  with  brick  upon  massive  foun- 
dations, and  the  beams  of  floors  of  steel  with  hollow  brick  arches, 
the  only  woodwork  beneath  the  roof  consisting  of  the  door  and 
window  frames  and  the  upper  floors,  which  are  of  quartered  oak. 
The  exterior  of  the  building  is  of  granite,  with  all  decoration  in 
terra-cotta.  The  granite  of  the  basement  is  from  Stony  Brook 
and  the  walls  above  are  of  Dedham  stone,  similar  to  that  used  in 
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Trinity  Churcli  in  Boston.  The  terra-cotta  is  buff  in  color.  The- 
roofs  are  of  red  slate,  and  all  metal  work  connected  therewith  of 
heavy  copper.  The  oriel  window  in  the  librarian's  room  is  an  ex- 
cellent specimen  of  copper  work,  moulded  and  repouss^.  The 
building  was  designed  by  Charles  Brigham,  architect,  of  Boston^ 
and  cost  about  $100,000. 

The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  Feb.  1,  1898.  It  ia 
managed  by  a  self-perpetuating  board  of  trustees,  ten  men  and 
five  women,  who  are  elected  for  life.  The  corporation  is  organ- 
ized with  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer  and 
three  standing  committees, — finance  committee,  house  committee 
and  book  committee.  The  officers  are  elected  once  in  two  yearfr 
from  the  members  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  the  standing  com- 
mittees are  appointed  by  the  president  or  vice-president.  The 
finance  committee  has  the  care  of  all  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
corporation;  the  house  committee  of  all  matters  relating  to  the 
care,  management  and  control  of  the  library  building  and  grounds, 
and  the  oversight  of  employees;  while  the  book  committee  haa 
charge  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  selection,  purchase  and  dis- 
posal  of  books.  There  is  an  endowment  fund  of  $100,000,  which 
a  special  act  of  the  Legislature  allows  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  State  Treasurer  as  custodian.  The  annual  income  from  this 
fund  is  about  85,000.     The  town  makes  no  appropriation. 

The  library  is  open  daily,  including  Sundays  and  holidays,  from 
9  A.M.  to  9  P.M.  Sunday  opening  has  proved  a  great  success. 
The  public  have  free  access  to  the  stack  room,  and  it  is  believed, 
after  more  than  five  years'  trial,  that  the  efficiency  of  the  library 
has  been  greatly  increased  by  allowing  patrons  this  privilege. 
Enamelled  steel  book-cases  have  recently  been  put  in,  which  will 
accommodate  about  30,000  volumes.  A  finding  list  was  published 
in  1898,  and  since  that  time  all  books  added  have  been  catalogued 
on  cards.  The  first  supplement  to  the  finding  list  will  be  printed 
next  year.  Lists  of  new  books  are  published  in  the  local  paper, 
and  leaflets  issued  from  time  to  time. 

The  present  library  force  consists  of  a  librarian  and  three  assist- 
ants. The  librarian  is  Don.  C.  Stevens.*  The  officers  of  the 
corporation  are :  H.  H.  Rogers,  president;  George  H.  Tripp,  vice- 
president  ;  Sarah  Cox  Anthony,  secretary ;  W.  P.  Winsor,  treasurer. 

Population,  1895,  3,388;  valuation,  $2,091,118;  volumes, 
1898,  13,500;  circulation,  average  for  five  years,  46,774;  for 
1897,  45,891 ;  the  largest,  per  capita^  in  the  State. 

*  This  sketch  was  ftaraUhed  by  tbe  librarian. 
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FALL  BIVBB. 

In  accordance  with  acts  of  the  Commonwealth  authorizing  the 
creation  of  library  and  lyceum  corporations,  the  Fall  River  Athe- 
naeum was  established  in  1835,  ^'by  a  few  individuals  desirous  of 
having  a  library  of  well-selected  standard  and  miscellaneous  books 
always  at  hand  for  the  purpose  of  general  reading  and  reference." 
The  stock  of  the  corporation  was  placed  in  shares,  unlimited  in 
number,  and  the  price  was  fixed  at  $5  each.  Although  the  Athe- 
nseum  Library  was  a  private  venture,  its  beneficial  influences  were 
at  once  so  strongly  felt  and  appreciated  by  the  citizens  of  Fall 
River,  that,  at  a  town  meeting  held  April  8,  1837,  the  sum  of 
t800  was  appropriated,  and  the  town  treasurer  was  instnicted  to 
subscribe  for  160  shares  in  the  Fall  River  Athenaeum,  the  use  of 
the  shares  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  and  to  be  represented  by 
the  school  committee,  which  was  empowered  to  issue  certificates 
entitling  deserving  scholars  to  the  use  of  the  shares  at  its  pleasure. 
This  act  of  the  town  places  Fall  River  among  the  first  towns  in 
the  State  to  appropriate  a  special  sum  of  money  to  make  a  dis- 
tributing library  an  adjunct  of  the  public  school  system.  Not- 
withstanding this  assistance,  the  early  growth  of  the  Athenseum 
Library,  as  compared  with  modem  standards,  was  slow;  for  on 
July  2,  1843,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  town  of  Fall  River  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  was  but 
1,795;  all  of  these  were  lost,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  books 
of  little  value  which  at  the  time  were  in  the  hands  of  subscribers 
whose  houses  were  not  burned.  The  Athenaeum  property  was  in- 
sured in  the  Cohannet  Mutual  Insurance  Company  to  the  amount 
of  $800 ;  but,  as  the  company  sustained  great  losses  on  account 
of  the  fire,  causing  its  failure,  only  $544  was  recovered  on  the 
policy.  With  this  small  amount  of  money,  and  the  few  books 
which  were  not  destroyed,  the  directors  at  once  began  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  library,  which  in  1860  had  reached  the  number  of 
2,362  books.  The  foundation  of  the  present  Fall  River  Public 
Library  was  the  gift  of  these  books  to  the  city  by  the  Fall  River 
Athenaeum  Association,  on  the  condition  that  it  should  establish 
and  maintain  a  free  public  library.  In  addition  to  the  collection 
from  the  Athenaeum,  there  was  also  given  by  the  Ocean  Fire 
Company  a  valuable  and  well-selected  little  library  of  214  volumes, 
which  had  been  collected  by  the  members  of  the  company  for  their 
own  use.  July  23,  I860,  an  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  city 
government  of  Fall  River  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  public 
library,  and  an  appropriation  was  made  for  its  maintenance.     A 
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room  was  fitted  up  in  the  city  hall  building,  and  the  library  was 
opened  to  the  public  May  1,  1861. 

The  library  has  been  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  and  has  re- 
ceived, with  the  exception  of  the  Massachusetts  State  documents 
and  United  States  government  publications,  very  few  gifts  of 
books.  The  annual  city  appropriation  varies  somewhat  from 
year  to  year;  for  the  past  year  (1897)  it  was  $6,000  and  the  d<^ 
tax,  $5,430.38,  making  a  total  of  $11,430.38.  The  library  occu- 
pied rooms  in  the  city  hall  building  until  that  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  March  19,  1886,  when  nearly  five  thousand  volumes  were 
lost ;  since  that  time  it  has  been  provided  with  accommodations  in 
a  large  hall  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  rented  for  the  purpose.  A 
new  library  building,  designed  by  Cram,  Wentworth  &  Goodhue 
of  Boston,  to  cost  $200,000,  a  conspicious  example  of  Italian  re- 
naissance architecture,  and  built  of  Fall  River  granite,  has  been 
constructed.  It  is  designed  to  accommodate  upwards  of  300,000 
volumes. 

The  number  of  books  added  during  the  past  year  was  2,229,  and 
1,279  additional  books  were  purchased  to  replace  those  worn  out 
in  actual  service  during  the  year.  The  library  contains  complete 
collections  of  Fall  River  town  and  city  reports  and  directories,  and 
a  fair  collection  of  newspapers  and  other  local  publications. 
Recently  it  has  been  designated  as  a  national  depository  for  all  the 
publications  of  the  United  States  Government,  thereby  filling  a 
long-felt  want.  Connected  with  the  library  are  well-equipped  ref- 
erence and  reading-rooms,  both  of  which  are  largely  patronized. 
Special  cards  are  issued  to  all  teachers  of  the  public  schools  above 
the  primary  grade,  which  permit  the  holder  to  take  ten  volumes  at 
one  time,  provided  the  books  taken  relate  specially  to  studies  in 
their  classes,  and  in  every  other  possible  way  the  library  is  made 
useful  to  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  the  public  schools.  A  new 
card  system  for  chai*ging  the  books  taken  for  home  use  has  been 
introduced  during  the  past  year,  and  is  working  successfully. 

A  catalogue  of  933  pages  was  issued  in  1882,  and  seven  bul- 
letins, aggregating  896  pages,  have  since  been  issued,  making  a 
total  of  1,829  printed  pages.  The  publication  of  these  bulletins 
has  been  very  costly,  and  after  the  issue  of  the  last  one  in  1895  it 
was  decided  to  place  all  new  accessions  to  the  library  before  the 
public  in  the  form  of  a  card  catalogue ;  the  experiment  has  proved 
to  be  so  successful  that  there  is  now  under  preparation  a  complete 
classified  card  catalogue  of  all  books  added  to  the  library  since 
1882. 

The  management  is  entrusted  to  a  board  of  seven  trustees,  of 
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which  the  mayor  is,  ex-officio^  president.  The  present  trustees  ai'e : 
Hon.  Amos  M.  Jackson,  president,  ea>offlcio;  Leontine  Lincoln, 
secretary  and  treasurer ;  William  R.  Warner,  Robert  Henry,  Ruf us 
W.  Bassett,  Charles  J.  Holmes  and  William  S.  Greene.  The 
librarian  is  William  R.  Ballard. 

Population,  1895,  89,203;  valuation,  $64,451,357;  volumes, 
1898,  54,074;  circulation,  125,897. 

FALMOUTH. 

The  Free  Public  Library  of  Falmouth  was  opened  to  the  public 
April  11,  1891.  It  was  founded  upon  the  Ladies'  Association 
Library  (a  collection  of  about  3,000  volumes)  and  $100  worth  of 
reference  books  (98  volumes)  given  by  the  State,  upon  acceptance 
by  the  town  of  the  provisions  of  the  library  legislation  of  1890, 
The  town  annually  appropriates  fpr  library  support  the  refunded 
dog  tax,  which  amounted  in  1897  to  $342.59.  The  library  also 
received  the  annual  income  of  a  fund  of  $3,000,  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
James  M.  Beebe,  which  is  wholly  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books, 
and  amounted  in  1897  to  $331.87.  The  books  are  kept  in  rooms 
of  the  town  hall  building,  and  are  accessible  to  the  public  on 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  3  to  6  and  7  to  9  p.m.  There 
are  also  five  delivery  stations.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1893^ 
and  accession  lists  are  published  annually.  The  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $150.  The  high  school  is  given  special  privileges  in  the 
use  of  books.  The  three  trustees,  elected  by  the  toym,  are :  E. 
Pierson  Beebe,  Hon.  Seba  A.  Holton  and  Rev.  Henry  H.  Smythe. 
The  librarian  is  Miss  Clara  L.  Davis. 

In  the  village  of  West  Falmouth  (Chappaquoit) ,  a  society  was 
formed  in  1878  called  the  Young  People's  Union,  which  began  a 
collection  of  books  with  funds  obtained  from  membership  fees  and 
the  proceeds  of  entertainments.  Its  small  library  was  kept  for  a 
time  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mary  F.  Gifford,  and  the  public  were 
admitted  to  the  privilege  of  using  the  books  upon  payment  of  five 
cents  a  week  for  each  volume  borrowed.  It  was  soon  removed 
to  the  vestry  of  the  Methodist  Society,  but  on  Aug.  11,  1881, 
found  a  more  permanent  home  in  a  building  erected  by  the  society 
on  Chappaquoit  Street.  In  1888  this  edifice  was  moved  to  a  lot 
on  Main  Street  given  for  its  use  by  J.  M.  Lumbert.  April  13, 
1891,  the  Young  People's  Union  was  merged  in  the  Union  Library 
Association,  which  on  Aug.  3,  1893,  was  chartered  as  a  cor- 
poration under  the  title  of  The  West  Falmouth  Library.  During 
1896  and  1897  a  substantial  structure  of  wood  and  stone  was 
erected  for  the  library  upon  an  excellent  site  given  to  the  corpora- 
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tion  by  Mrs.  Abby  G.  Mendenhall  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  for- 
merly a  resident  of  West  Falmouth.  This  building  cost  somewhat 
over  $5,000,  and  Includes  a  book  room,  a  small  reading-room,  and 
a  large  lecture  room,  all  on  one  floor,  the  basement  being  occupied 
by  the  heating  plant,  store  rooms  and  a  kitchen. 

The  library  is  free  to  all  the  citizens  of  Falmouth,  which  con- 
tains nine  villages,  but  its  patronage  comes  chiefly  from  residents 
of  its  immediate  neighborhood  and  summer  visitore.  Nothing  is 
contributed  from  the  town's  treasury  for  its  support,  and  its  in- 
come is  wholly  derived  from  corporate  membership  fees  and  dona- 
tions. An  unusually  large  proportion  of  the  books  are  works  of 
reference,  used  chiefly  in  the  reading-room.  There  is  no  printed 
catalogue  and  no  card  catalogue.  The  annual  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  about  $150.  The  books  are  accessible  to  the  public  on 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  3  to  9  p.m.  The  management  is 
by  a  board  of  directors  chosen  annually  by  the  corporate  members. 
The  present  board  includes:  Mrs.  Minnie  O.  Swift,  Virtue  R. 
Bowerman,  D.  Wheeler  Swift,  James  A.  Boyce,  Caleb  Hamblin, 
Ida  J.  Boyce  and  Arthur  Underwood.  Albert  S.  Bowerman  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,655;  valuation,  $6,785,740;  Falmouth, 
volumes,  1898,  3,617;  circulation,  11,673;  West  Falmouth, 
volumes,  1,500;  circulation,  1,673. 

FITOHBUBQ. 

The  first  step  toward  a  library  in  Fitchburg  was  taken  by  the 
Fitchburg  Philosophical  Society,  in  1828,  which  purchased  an 
early  edition  of  Theo's  Cyclopaedia,  in  six  volumes,  with  the  intent 
of  making  it  the  nucleus  of  a  library.  The  project  was  unsuc- 
cessful, and  ten  years  later  these  volumes  were  transferred  to  the 
Fitchburg  Library  Association.  This  association  collected  several 
hundred  volumes,  which  were  kept  in  the  store  of  Phineas  A. 
Crocker.  In  1853  another  association  library  was  formed  by  the 
Fitchburg  Athenaeum,  and  a  small  collection  of  books  made,  for 
the  use  of  its  members.  No  decisive  action  was  taken,  however, 
toward  the  formation  of  a  public  library,  until  1859,  when  the 
town,  at  its  April  meeting,  voted  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,831 
for  the  establishment  of  a  '^  free  town  library,"  and  chose  a  board 
of  trustees  for  that  purpose.  The  library  of  the  Athenaeum,  then 
containing  1,600  volumes,  was  purchased  for  $233,  and  200  vol- 
umes belonging  to  the  Agricultural  Library  were  also  purchased. 
The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  Dec.  1,  1859.  Within  three 
weeks  accounts  had  been  opened  with  over  1,200  persons,  and 
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2,775  Yolames  had  been  taken  out.  The  library  rapidly  grew  from 
that  time  in  popular  favor  and  usefulness.  It  was  kept  in  the 
town  hall  building  until  1885,  when  it  was  provided  with  an 
•elegant  home  through  the  munificent  generosity  of  the  Hon.  Rod- 
ney Wallace.  In  March,  1884,  Mr.  Wallace  proposed  to  con- 
vey to  the  city  a  lot  of  land,  and  to  expend,  witbin  two  years 
from  that  date,  not  less  than  $40,000  in  erecting  a  building 
thereon,  to  be  used  for  a  **free  public  library,  reading-rooms 
And  art  gallery,  and  for  no  other  purpose,'*  on  condition  that 
the  city  government  accept  it,  and  agree  to  bear  the  current  ex- 
penses. The  building  was  completed,  under  the  personal  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Wallace  and  the  trustees,  at  the  total  expense  of 
$84,500,  of  which  the  building  cost  $70,000,  the  furniture  $2,000, 
and  the  land  $12,500.  It  was  dedicated  July  1,  1885,  the  address 
being  delivered  by  Ex-Governor  Long.  It  is  built  of  Trenton 
pressed  brick,  upon  a  foundation  and  basement  of  Rollstone  gran- 
ite, with  trimmings  of  Longmeadow  sandstone,  in  the  classic  Greek 
style  of  architecture,  and  is  elegantly  finished  and  furnished 
throughout.  It  has  a  frontage  of  seventy-four  feet  and  a  depth 
of  sixty-five  feet,  with  a  central  front  projection  six  by  twenty-five 
feet.  The  interior  is  finished  in  marble  and  hard  woods.  The 
waiting  room  is  separated  from  the  entrance  hall  by  swinging 
•doors,  the  delivery  counter  being  beneath  an  arch  that  opens  into 
the  main  book  room,  which  is  seventy  by  twenty-six  feet  and  six- 
teen feet  in  height.  On  the  left  of  the  waiting-room  is  a  room  for 
reference  books,  and  on  the  right  the  reading-room  for  periodicals. 
In  the  basement  is  a  public  reading-room,  where  newspapers  are 
kept  on  file.  The  art  gallery  is  thirty-three  by  forty-four  feet, 
situated  in  the  upper  story,  and  lighted  by  corrugated  glass  panels 
in  the  ceiling.  This  story  also  contains  the  trustees'  room  and 
four  small  rooms  suitable  for  art  or  other  collections.  Accom- 
modations are  provided  for  50,000  volumes. 

Next  to  the  munificent  donor  whose  name  it  bears,  the  Wallace 
Library  and  Art  Building  lost  in  1897  its  greatest  benefactor, 
Thomas  Mack,  who  made  his  first  donation,  $100,  in  1859,  gave 
generous  contributions  during  his  life  to  the  library  and  art  gallery, 
and  finally  bequeathed  the  sum  of  $1,000  to  the  library,  payable 
upon  the  death  of  his  wife,  with  a  possible  contingent  fund  in  the 
future. 

In  order  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  library  to  the  public 
schools,  all  teachers  are  allowed  to  take  30  books  a  week.  The  an- 
nual appropriation  by  the  city  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library  is 
$5,500.     It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  twelve  trustees,  chosen  by 
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the  city  authorities.  Catalogues  were  published  in  1886  and  1889. 
In  January,  1896,  was  published  the  first  of  a  series  of  bi-monthly 
bulletins,  for  free  distribution,  of  new  books  added  to  the  library, 
information  or  suggestions  as  to  the  best  use  of  the  circulating  de- 
partment and  of  the  reference  room,  and  reading  lists  on  subjects 
of  permanent  or  transient  interest.  The  circulating  department 
was  open  to  the  public  three  hundred  and  seven  days  during  the 
past  year.  The  project  of  establishing  delivery  stations  in  various 
parts  of  the  city  has  been  under  consideration,  but  no  plan  satis- 
factory to  the  trustees  has  yet  been  presented.  The  reading-rooms 
are  crowded  evenings,  and  would  be  were  they  twice  as  commo- 
dious. The  people  are  encouraged  to  ask  for  information,  and 
avail  themselves  of  the  piivilege. 

The  trustees  for  1898  are:  Henry  A.  Willis,  president;  Joseph 
6.  Edgerly,  secretary;  Louis  D.  Bartlett,  treasurer;  George  D. 
Colony,  Daniel  F.  Feehan,  Henry  A.  Goodrich,  John  £.  Kellogg, 
James  DeWolf  Perry,  James  Phillips,  Jr.,  Charles  H.  Rice,  Dr. 
Frederick  H.  Thompson  and  Herbert  I.  Wallace.  Librarian, 
Prescott  C.  Rice;  assistant  librarians,  George  £.  Nutting  and 
Mrs.  Lizzie  L.  Bullock. 

Population,  1895,  26,409;  valuation,  $20,427,431;  volumes, 
1898,  32,857 ;  circulation,  63,525. 

FLOBIDA. 

The  free  library  of  Florida  was  established  in  1894,  by  a  gift 
from  the  State  of  Si 00  worth  of  books,  upon  the  acceptance  by 
the  town  of  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890.  The  town 
appropriates  $15  annually  for  the  support  of  the  library,  of  which 
$5  has  been  paid  for  librarian's  services.  Fifty  volumes  have 
been  contributed  by  friends  in  Beverly,  and  a  few  have  been  given 
by  citizens  of  the  town.  The  loan  of  a  travelling  library  from  the 
Woman's  Educational  Association  of  Boston  added  greatly  to  the 
interest  in  the  library.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  private  house^. 
and  are  accessible  to  citizens  at  any  hour  of  every  day.  There  is 
a  catalogue,  printed  in  1896.  The  town's  trustees  are  three  in 
number:  £lmer  D.  Rice,  S.  R.  Brown  and  Fred.  R.  Whitcomb. 
The  librarian  is  Mrs.  £.  J.  Whitcomb. 

Population,  1895,  425;  valuation,  $167,635;   volumes,   1898,. 
315;  circulation  ,155. 

FOXBOBOnaH. 

The  town  of  Fozborough  voted,  March  20,  1871,  to  establish  a 
public  library  for  the  free  use  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
to  be  called  the  Boyden  Public  Library.     It  takes  its  name  from- 
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Baill  bii  an  Assoaalion. 


BOYDEN   PUBLIC   LIBRARV,  FOXBOROUGH. 
Memorial  Halt,  built  by  tbi  Toon. 
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Mr.  Uriah  A.  Boyden,  a  native  of  the  town,  who  gave  $1,000 
toward  the  foundation  of  the  library.  The  town  appropriates 
about  $450  yearly.  The  library  also  receives  yearly  the  Boyden 
annuity  of  $100,  and  the  income  of  $500  known  as  the  Carpenter 
fund.  The  building  occupied  by  the  library  was  built  as  a  soldiers' 
memorial,  and  had  originally  capacity  for  about  4,000  volumes. 

Memorial  Hall  was  erected  by  the  town  in  1868,  in  the  old 
buiying-ground  near  the  Common,  at  a  cost  of  $18,000.  It  is 
built  of  pebble-stone,  with  granite  trimmings,  slated  roof  and 
dome,  on  which  is  a  large  figure  of  a  Union  soldier  with  arms  at 
rest.  The  interior  is  handsomely  finished  in  oiled  chestnut,  the 
sides  not  occupied  by  the  memorial  tablets  being  fitted  with 
cases  containing  the  books  of  the  public  library.  Over  the  en- 
trance is  a  marble  tablet,  inscribed  ''Soldiers'  Memorial.  Erected 
by  the  Town,  A.D.  1868,"  with  bronze  coat  of  arms  of  the  United 
States  at  the  right,  and  of  Massachusetts  at  the  left ;  imme<liately 
above  are  three  alcoves,  draped  with  silk  banners,  in  which  it  is 
proposed  to  place  statues  of  Washington,  Adams  and  Andrew. 
At  the  right  of  the  entrance  is  a  marble  tablet,  containing  the 
names  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1776  and  1812;  immediately 
opposite,  and  surmounted  by  a  large  figure  of  the  Goddess  of 
Liberty  in  colored  glass,  is  the  tablet  containing  the  names  of 
"Our  Honored  Dead."  ' 

In  1897  the  buildiDg  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  wings, 
each  accommodating  1,500  volumes,  with  space  for  a  stack  when 
needed.  The  cost  of  the  improvements  was  about  $1,900.  The 
library  contains  files  of  the  local  paper,  but  has  no  other  special 
collection  of  importance.  It  has  a  catalogue  issued  in  1872,  and 
a  supplement  printed  in  1885.  The  library  is  open  Thursday, 
Friday  and  Saturday  from  1  to  5  and  5.45  to  8  p.m.  The  control 
of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of  six  trustees,  of  whom  the 
present  members  are :  A.  F.  Bemis,  F.  E.  Hartshorn,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Shaw  White,  C.  L.  Bizby,  A.  F.  Young  and  F.  S.  Lane. 
Miss  Mary  D.  Torrey  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  3,219 ;  valuation,  $1,700,489 ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,318;  circulation,  11,222. 

FBAMINQHAM. 

On  the  records  of  the  Town  Agricultural  Society  of  Framingham 
appears  the  foUowing  entry:  ''The  subject  for  discussion  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Town  Agricultural  Society,  held  in  the  fall  of  1854, 
was  the  want  of  a  public  library  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants." 
This  discussion  resulted  in  the  choice  of  a  committee,  who  brought 
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the  subject  before  the  town  at  the  March  meeting  of  the  following 
year.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  upon  its  recommen- 
dation the  town  appropriated  the  full  sum  which  it  could  legally  do 
for  the  foundation  and  establishment  of  a  public  library,  namely, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  for  each  ratable  poll.  Thus  the 
''Framingham  Town  Library"  was  established,  April  9,  1855, 
with  a  grant  of  $1,125  from  the  town  treasury.  The  Framingham 
Social  Library,  a  proprietary  organization,  gave  its  books  and 
other  property  as  the  nucleus  of  the  collection,  and  the  library  was 
opened  in  October  of  the  same  year.  In  1856  George  Phipps  gave 
$500  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  in  1859  the  books  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Library  were  added  to  the  collection.  A  room  was  fitted 
up  in  the  town  hall  for  its  use,  where  it  remained  until  it  was 
removed  to  '*  Memorial  Hall,"  in  1873,  a  building  which  was 
erected,  at  a  cost  of  $28,500,  by  the  town  of  Frammgham,  as 
a  memorial  to  the  soldiers  of  the  town  who  died  in  the  late  Re- 
bellion. This  building  has  recently  been  enlarged,  at  a  cost  of 
$8,000.  In  1865  James  W.  Clark  gave  $300,  and  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  building,  $500  more  for  the  purchase  of  books 
of  reference ;  and  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Eaton  left  a  legacy  of  $500,  the 
income  of  which  was  to  be  expended  for  the  library.  At  the  death 
of  Colonel  Moses  Edgell,  in  1875,  the  town  became  the  residuary 
legatee  of  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  and  the  sum  of 
$47,000  was  received  from  this  source.  The  income  may  be  ex- 
pended for  the  purchase  of  books,  works  of  art  or  for  the  expense 
of  caring  for  the  same.  The  hall  contains  portraits  of  George 
Phipps  and  Colonel  Edgell,  and  marble  busts  of  Gen.  Geoi^e  H. 
Gordon  and  Hon.  Charles  R.  Train.  The  annual  appropriation  of 
the  town  for  the  support  of  the  library  is  $1,200,  besides  $850  for 
support  of  branch  deliveries  in  the  villages  of  South  Framingham, 
Saxonville  and  Nobscot. 

Teachers  are  allowed  an  extra  number  of  books  for  school  use. 
The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  twelve  trustees,  four  of 
whom  are  chosen  each  year  by  the  town,  to  sers^e  for  the  term  of 
three  years.  It  is  open  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from 
2.30  to  9  P.M.,  and  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays  from 
2.30  to  6  P.M.  The  present  trustees  are :  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Eastman, 
Sidney  A.  Phillips,  Dr.  Z.  B.  Adams,  L.  F.  Fuller,  Frederick  B. 
Home,  J.  B.  Johnson,  Rev.  Frederick  E.  Emiich,  Dr.  George 
Rice,  John  B.  Lombard,  C.  T.  Boynton,  John  M.  Merriam  and 
Rev.  Franklin  Hutchinson.     Librarian,  Miss  Emma  Clarke. 

Population,  1895,  9,512  ;  valuation,  $9,903,726  ;  volumes,  1898, 
20,020;  circulation,  49,616. 
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FRANKLIN. 

In  the  year  1785,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  then  American  minis- 
ter at  the  court  of  France,  presented  a  library  to  the  town  of 
Franklin,  under  the  following  circumstances.  The  Orthodox 
Congregational  Society  was  erecting  a  house  of  worship  at  the 
time,  and  desired  to  furnish  it  with  a  steeple  and  bell.  In  that 
day,  building  a  church  edifice  and  supporting  public  worship  was  a 
town  affair,  in  which  all  taxable  property  bore  a  part.  A  nephew 
of  Dr.  Franklin,  by  the  name  of  Williams,  wrote  to  the  doctor 
that  the  town  was  named  in  honor  of  him,  and  that  the  gift  of  a 
bell  would  be  very  acceptable  to  the  people  for  the  steeple  of  their 
new  house  of  worship.  Dr.  Franklin  decided  for  sense  instead  of 
sound,  and  requested  his  friend,  Rev.  Dr.  Price  of  England,  to 
select  and  forward  a  libi*ary  that  might  cost  $125.  The  library 
was  received  at  an  early  day,  accompanied  by  an  autograph  letter 
addressed  to  Dr.  Price,  explaining  the  gift.  That  letter  was  lost 
many  years  ago,  but  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  original  copy  has 
been  discovered  within  a  few  years  in  France,  where  Dr.  Franklin 
was  residing  at  the  time ;  and  it  reads  as  follows :  — 

Pabst,  FaANOB,  18  March,  1786. 

Dear  Friend: — My  nephew,  Mr.  Williams,  will  have  the  honor  of 
delivering  you  this  line.  It  is  to  request  from  you  a  list  of  a  few  books, 
to  the  value  of  about  twenty-five  pounds,  such  as  are  most  proper  to 
inculcate  principles  of  sound  religion  and  just  government.  A  new 
town  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  having  done  me  the  honor  of  naming 
itself  after  me,  and  proposing  to  build  a  steeple  to  their  meeting-house 
if  I  would  give  them  a  bell,  I  have  advised  the  sparing  themselves  the 
expense  of  a  steeple  for  the  present,  and  that  they  would  accept  of 
books  instead  of  a  bell,  sense  being  preferable  to  sound.  These  are, 
therefore,  intended  as  the  commencement  of  a  little  parochial  library, 
for  the  use  of  a  society  of  intelligent,  respectable  farmers,  such  as  our 
country  people  generally  consist  of.  Besides  your  own  works,  I  would 
only  mention,  on  the  recommendation  of  my  sister,  Stennett^s  *'  Dis- 
courses On  Personal  Religion,"  which  may  be  one  book  of  the  number 
if  you  know  and  approve  it. 

With  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours 
most  affectionately, 

B.  Framkun. 

The  library  contained  116  volumes,  scarcely  one  of  them  of  less 
solidity  than  Blackstone's  Commentaries ;  so  that  the  people  got 
sense  instead  of  sound,  and  none  of  them  were  ever  sorry.  About 
90  volumes  are  now  in  existence,  although  long  since  they  became 
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obsolete  so  far  as  being  adapted  to  the  practical  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

On  June  8,  1785,  after  Mr.  Williams  had  visited  Dr.  Price  and 
received  the  books,  Dr.  Price  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin,  as  follows :  — 

I  have,  according  to  your  desire,  furnished  him  with  a  list  of  such 
books  on  religion  and  government  as  I  think  some  of  the  best,  and  added 
a  present  to  the  parish  that  is  to  bear  your  name,  of  such  of  my  own 
publications  as  I  think  may  not  be  unsuitable.  Should  this  be  the  com- 
mencement of  parochial  libraries  in  the  States,  it  will  do  great  good. 

There  is  apparent  discrepancy  in  speaking  of  the  gift  both  as  a 
town  and  parish  library,  until  we  recall  the  fact  that  there  was 
only  one  religious  society  in  the  township,  and  every  tax-payer 
was  assessed  to  support  it.  Subsequent  legal  changes  in  munici- 
pal organizations  left  the  library  to  the  possession  of  the  parish, 
until  about  twenty  years  ago,  when  it  was  formally  presented  to 
the  town,  and  accepted,  as  the  sequel  will  show. 

The  receipt  of  the  library  was  a  memorable  event  to  the  town. 
The  pastor  of  the  church.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Emmons,  preached  a  ser- 
mon on  the  occasion,  which  was  published.  The  title-page  has 
this  inscription:  '^The  Dignity  of  Man;  a  discourse  addressed  to 
the  congregation  in  Franklin,  upon  the  occasion  of  their  receiving 
from  Dr.  Franklin  the  mark  of  his  respect  in  a  rich  donation  of 
books,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  a  parish  library."  The  sermon 
was  not  printed  until  1787,  and  it  was  dedicated  *'  To  His  Excel- 
lency, Benjamin  Franklin,  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  ornament  of  genius,  the  patron  of  science,  and  the  best  of 
men,  this  discourse  is  inscribed,  with  the  greatest  deference, 
humility  and  gratitude  by  his  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 
the  Author." 

Several  years  after  the  library  was  received,  the  people  founded 
a  ^^  Social  Library"  in  connection  with  it,  but  entirely  distinct 
from  it.  All  of  these  books  became  obsolete  years  ago,  so  that 
both  libraries  remained  for  a  long  time  uncared  for  and  almost 
unknown.  About  thirty  years  ago  a  new  departure  was  made. 
Conversation  with  several  citizens,  two  of  whom  promised  SI 00 
each  toward  the  founding  of  a  new  library,  suggested  the  appli- 
cation to  natives  of  the  town  who  were  non-residents  for  sub- 
scriptions to  the  enterprise.  This  effort  was  successful  beyond 
anticipation,  and  realized  $400,  which,  together  with  subscriptions 
in  town,  made  it  possible  to  inaugurate  the  new  enterprise  with 
1,000  volumes.  An  organization  called  the  Franklin  Library 
Association  was  effected,  —  a  stock  company ;  and,  by  consent  of 
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the  parish  still  holding  the  old  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  social  libra- 
ries, both  of  these  were  removed  to  the  headquarters  of  the  new 
Library  Association,  that  they  might  be  preserved  as  relics  of  a 
by-gone  age ;  and  here  they  are  now. 

About  thirty  years  ago,  after  having  made  all  necessary  legal 
arrangements,  the  whole  library,  including  the  two  ancient  ones 
named,  was  formally  presented  to  the  town,  and  accepted,  since 
which  time  the  town  has  taken  charge  of  and  supported  it  with 
liberal  appropriations  from  year  to  year.  The  library  has  a  fund, 
the  annual  income  of  which  is  $350,  and  the  town  appropriates 
annually  S600.  The  yearly  expenditure,  including  the  cost  of 
books  and  care  of  a  reading-room,  added  a  few  years  ago,  is 
$1,000.  Through  the  teachers  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  public 
schools  the  library  is  made  very  useful  to  their  pupils.  It  has  no 
building,  but  occupies  a  rented  room.  It  has  a  printed  catalogue 
of  books,  and  publishes  annual  bulletins  of  accessions.  It  is  open 
every  v^eek-day  from  2  to  5  and  6.30  to  9  p.m.  The  management 
is  by  a  board  of  trustees,  elected  annually  by  the  Franklin  Library 
Association,  at  the  request  of  the  town.  This  board  chooses  a 
special  committee  to  care  for  the  library.  The  librarian  is  Mrs. 
Ella  G.  Campbell.* 

Population,  1895,  5,136;  valuation,  $3,061,907;  volumes, 
5,921  ;  circulation,  10,476. 

FBBBTOWN. 

Freetown  opened  its  free  library  Dec.  10, 1892,  having  accepted 
the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  and  received 
$100  worth  of  books  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission. 
The  annual  appropriation  made  by  the  town  is  $75.  A  building 
of  wood  was  erected  in  1895,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500.  The  library 
room,  which  serves  also  as  a  reading-room,  is  eighteen  by  twenty- 
two  feet,  suitably  shelved.  It  was  a  gift  to  the  town  from  Miss 
£.  Florence  Hathaway,  as  a  memorial  to  her  father,  Guilford  H. 
Hathaway.  The  post-office  is  located  in  the  building,  the  post 
mistress  acting  as  librarian,  the  rent  being  her  compensation. 

The  library  is  open  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays 
from  1  to  4  and  7  to  9  p.m.  There  are  three  trustees,  chosen  by 
the  town  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  The  present  members 
of  the  board  are :  George  B.  Cudworth,  Helen  M.  Irons  and  Gil- 
bert M.  Nichols.     Miss  M.  Florence  Dean  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895, 1,405;  valuation,  $915,159;  volumes,  1898,. 
855 ;  circulation,  8,000. 

•  Sketch  contribated  by  the  Rev.  William  M.  Thayer. 


134  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


QABDNEB. 

A  few  years  before  the  death  of  the  late  Levi  Hejwood,  he  be- 
came interested  in  the  formation  of  a  public  library,  and  instituted 
some  measures  with  a  view  of  making  that  interest  felt  in  an  effec- 
tive manner.  At  his  instance  a  public  lecture  was  given  upon  the 
value  and  importance  of  such  an  institution,  a  paper  was  circulated, 
and  about  $3,000  subscribed  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  a 
petition  was  presented  to  the  town  for  the  erection  of  a  library 
building  "  within  sixty  rods  of  the  town  hall."  The  town,  prob- 
ably on  account  of  the  designated  location,  failed  to  grant  the 
petition,  and  no  further  action  was  taken  until  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Hey  wood,  in  1882.  A  year  or  two  after  that  date  the  Rev. 
Lawrence  Phelps,  then  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
revived  the  matter,  and  secured  the  formation  of  the  Gardner 
Library  Club,  afterward  incorporated  as  the  Gardner  Library 
Association,  under  the  general  laws,  June  19,  1884.  Subscription 
papers  were  again  circulated,  and  about  $700  pledged  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  While  the  matter  of  providing  a  place  for  the 
proposed  library  was  under  consideration,  Mr.  Calvin  Heywood 
and  Mrs.  Helen  R.  Greenwood,  the  only  surviving  children  of  Mr. 
Heywood,  remembering  their  father's  interest  in  a  public  library, 
and  desiring  to  honor  his  name  and  memory,  proposed,  without 
solicitation,  to  erect  a  librai*y  building  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than 
$25, 000, the  building  to  be  presented  to  the  association  on  condition 
that  it  should  be  called  the  Levi  Heywood  Memorial  Building. 
The  corporation  gratefully  accepted  the  generous  offer,  and  set  to 
work  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  proper  collection  of  books.  A  col- 
lection of  about  200  volumes,  which  belonged  to  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  a  small  circulating  library,  with  the 
books  purchased  with  the  money  that  had  been  subscribed  for  the 
purpose,  made  a  collection  of  about  800  volumes.  These  were 
catalogued  and  opened  for  public  use  in  a  room  under  the  town 
hall  in  February,  1885.  Meanwhile  the  work  upon  the  new  build- 
ing had  been  pushed  forward  with  vigor,  and  it  was  completed 
and  dedicated  Feb.  4,  1886.  The  library  was  then  removed  to 
its  permanent  home.  The  building,  which  is  constructed  of  pressed 
brick,  with  brown-stone  and  terra-cotta  trimmings,  is  a  chaste 
and  pleasing  specimen  of  the  Romanesque  style  of  architecture, 
and  is  fitted  and  furnished  in  a  neat  and  attractive  manner.  It 
is  fifty  by  seventy-eight  feet,  one  story  in  height,  the  book  room 
being  in  semi-circular  form,  thirty-eight  by  twenty-five  feet  and 
eighteen  feet  in  height.     It  cost  about  $30,000,  and  will  aocom- 
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modate  aboat  18,000  Yolumes.  The  name  of  the  library  was 
changed  by  act  of  the  Legislatare  to  the  Levi  Heywood  Memorial 
Library,  April  14,  1887.  Before  the  completion  of  the  building 
the  widow  and  three  children  of  the  late  Charles  Heywood  gener- 
ously volunteered  to  furnish  and  supply  an  appropriate  room  in 
the  building,  to  be  called  the  '<  Charles  Heywood  Memonal  Read- 
ing-room," and  provided  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  room  well  supplied 
with  the  current  publications  of  the  day.  For  the  perpetual  main- 
tenance of  the  library,  Mrs.  Greenwood  and  her  husband,  Mr. 
Alvin  R.  Greenwood,  have  generously  provided  an  endowment  of 
$25,000.  In  1894  Mrs.  Greenwood  gave  $1 ,000  for  the  purchase  of 
new  books.  In  addition  to  the  means  thus  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  association,  the  town  votes  the  dog  tax,  amounting  to  about 
$500  per  year,  to  the  library,  beside  a  small  annual  appropriation. 

With  an  increased  collection  of  judiciously  chosen  books,  the 
library  has  been  made  a  valuable  aid  to  the  public  schools. 
Teachers  are  given  the  special  privilege  to  draw  four  books  at  a 
time,  and  to  send  their  pupils  to  the  library  for  books  to  be  used 
at  school.  The  high  school  is  particularly  benefited  by  the  aid  the 
librarian  affords  the  pupil  by  selecting  the  best  books  for  consulta- 
tion upon  the  topics  of  study.  The  two-book  plan,  allowing  each 
borrower  to  take  two  books  at  a  time,  provided  but  one  is  fiction, 
has  been  adopted.  Printed  catalogues  were  issued  in  1886  and 
1895 ;  a  card  catalogue  is  in  preparation.  The  library  is  open  for 
the  delivery  of  books  every  afternoon  from  2  to  6,  and  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  evenings  from  7  to  9  ;  and  the  reading  and  reference 
rooms  are  open  every  week-day  at  the  same  hours  and  on  Sunday 
afternoons.  A  janitor  is  employed.  The  cost  of  administration 
is  about  $1,500  per  annum.  There  is  a  branch  at  South  Gardner, 
circulating  about  2,000  books  a  year.  The  association  consists  of 
fifty  members,  and  the  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  thirteen 
directors,  chosen  annually  from  their  number.  Though  the  library 
is  entirely  free  for  the  use  of  all  the  citizens,  the  town  has  no  voice 
in  its  management.  The  South  Gardner  Social  Library  Associa- 
tion has  a  subscription  library  of  about  1,300  volumes.  The 
librarian  is  Miss  Frances  E.  Haynes. 

Population,  1895,  9,182  ;  valuation,  $4,925,271 ;  volumes,  1898, 
'6,819;  circulation,  19,158. 

QAY    HEAD. 

There  is  no  library  in  the  town  of  Gay  Head. 
Population,  1895,  169;  valuation,  $23,561. 
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QBOBGIITOWN. 

As  early  as  1806,  Dr.  Jeremiah  Spofford,  then  a  teacher  in 
Georgetown,  advocated  the  establishment  of  a  pablic  library,  and 
the  New  Rowley  Social  Library  was  then  founded,  with  about  30 
shareholders.  In  1860  the  Agricultural  Libraiy  was  established, 
and  by  1868  had  gathered  about  1,100  volumes  and  had  117 
shareholders. 

The  town  owes  its  free  public  libraiy  to  the  generosity  of  one  of 
the  greatest  benefactors  of  humianity  in  the  nineteenth  century,  — 
George  Peabody.  Mr.  Peabody's  interest  in  the  town  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  the  birthplace  of  his  mother,  Judith  (Dodge) 
Peabody,  and  for  many  years  the  home  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Judith 
P.  R.  Daniels.  In  memory  of  his  mother  he  caused  to  be  erected 
a  beautiful  house  of  worship,  which  he  presented,  in  trust,  to  the 
Peabody  Society,  and  which  is  now  known  as  the  Memorial 
Church.  He  was  present  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  this 
edifice,  Sept.  19,  1866,  and  in  an  address  made  at  that  time 
promised  to  erect  a  building  suitable  for  a  free  public  library,  and 
to  give  to  it  a  fund,  the  income  of  which  should  pi'ovide  for  its 
maintenance.  In  accordance  with  this  promise,  a  building  was 
erected ;  and  in  a  letter  from  London,  dated  Jan.  23,  1869,  Mr. 
Peabody  presented  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  together  with 
about  2,400  volumes  of  standard  works,  which  he  had  purchased 
in  London.  At  that  time  he  also  gave  $3,000,  which  sum  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  the  town  library  to  be 
^^  always  kept  invested,  and  the  income  thereof  applied  to  the 
increase  and  care  of  the  library."  Later,  Mr.  Peabody  gave 
another  sum,  to  be  kept  invested  and  accumulate  until  a  new  and 
larger  building  becomes  necessary,  when  the  tempoi*ary  building 
may  be  disposed  of,  and  a  permanent  library  building  take  its 
place.  The  time  for  the  erection  of  such  a  building  is  left  to  the 
decision  of  the  voters  of  the  town,  providing,  however,  "  that  the 
building  fund  shall  accumulate  to  the  sum  of  $20,000."  The 
library  is  now  kept  in  the  building  erected  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Peabody  in  1869. 

The  exact  amount  of  money  set  aside  for  the  endowment  of 
the  library  by  Mr.  Peabody  was  not  known  until  after  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  London  Nov.  4,  1871.  The  total  amount 
given  by  him  to  the  town  for  library  purposes  was  $23,000. 
Later,  his  sister,  Mrs.  Daniels,  in  a  letter  to  the  trustees,  dated 
Dec.  14,  1871,  said:  "I  now,  in  behalf  of  my  beloved  departed 
brother,  and  for  myself,  offer  for  your  acceptance,  as  trustees,  the 
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finished  and  famished  lectare  and  concert  room,  as  oar  joint  gift, 
to  be  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  property  of  the  Georgetown  Pea- 
body  Library,  and,  as  sach,  subject  to  the  entire  management  and 
control  of  yourselves  and  your  successors."  This  addition  to  the 
original  structure  made  a  symmetrical  building.  From  the  comple- 
tion of  the  hall,  until  her  death,  April  20,  1879,  she  provided  for 
a  free  course  of  lectures  and  concerts,  a  custom  since  discontinued. 
In  making  her  several  gifts  to  the  town  for  the  library  she  named 
one  condition,  <^That  it  [the  hall]  be  strictly  guarded  against 
being  made  a  theatre  for  the  dissemination  or  discussion  of  infi- 
delity, party  politics  or  the  pretended  philosophy  which  may  be 
aimed  at  the  approved  morals  of  society,  and  that  it  shall  never 
minister  in  any  manner  whatever  to  the  propagation  of  opinions 
tending  to  create  jealousies  and  alienation  among  the  people." 
This  injunction  has  been  strictly  adhered  to.  The  full  amount 
given  by  Mrs.  Daniels  toward  the  hall  and  to  the  general  fund 
was  $19,146.74. 

By  the  terms  of  the  letter  of  gift  of  Mr.  Peabody,  the  care  of 
the  library  is  entrusted  to  a  board  of  trustees,  six  of  whom  are 
chosen  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  and  serve  for  one  year.  With 
them  the  pastors  of  all  the  churches  in  town  are  associated  as 
ex-offldo  members.  At  the  present  time  (1898)  there  are  five,  — 
three  Congregational,  one  Baptist  and  one  Roman  Catholic.  The 
trustees  meet  for  organization  on  the  Wednesday  following  the 
first  Monday  in  March,  and  by  ballot  elect  a  president,  secretary, 
treasurer  and  librarian ;  also  a  finance  committee  of  three  and  a 
book  committee  of  three.  The  treasurer  is  paid  $50  per  year,  and 
is  required  to  give  bonds.     The  librarian  receives  $250  per  annum. 

The  library  was  first  opened  for  delivery  of  books  July  8,  1869, 
with  about  2,400  volumes.  During  that  year  the  Georgetown 
Agricultural  and  Social  Library  was  presented  to  it.  A  complete 
catalogue  was  printed  in  1890.  Bulletins  are  posted  in  the  libraiy, 
giving  a  list  of  all  new  books  received ;  these  lists  are  also  pub- 
lished in  the  **  Georgetown  Advocate,"  —  the  local  weekly  paper. 
The  librarian  and  assistant  are  required  to  help  patrons  in  the 
selection  of  new  and  useful  books ;  this  is  especially  true  with  the 
younger  readers.  During  the  last  two  years  the  books  have  been 
carefully  classified  on  the  lines  adopted  in  the  larger  libraries  of 
the  country.  This  work  has  been  done  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
H.  R.  McCartney.  The  trustees  have  adopted  the  card  system, 
and  it  seems  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  people. 

The  use  of  the  books  is  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
over  twenty-one  years  of  age,  to  pupils  of  the  schools  over  twelve 
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years  of  age,  and  to  persons  not  residents  of  the  town  "  who  reg- 
ularly attend  church  on  the  Sabbath,  in  Geoi'getown,  or  habitually 
receive  their  mail  matter  through  the  Georgetown  post-office." 
The  library  is  open  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  and  even- 
ings. The  patrons  of  the  library  are  privileged  to  recommend 
to  the  book  committee  such  books  as  may  be  desired,  and  it  is  the 
custom  for  this  committee  to  purchase  the  same,  provided  always 
that  the  book  so  recommended  is  a  proper  one.  Annually  in 
February  the  books  are  all  called  in  for  examination  by  the  book 
committee. 

The  funds  of  the  library  are  divided  as  follows :  the  book  fund 
amounts  to  $8,542.43,  and  earned  last  year,  $346,  nearly  the 
whole  of  which  was  expended  for  books.  The  expense  fund 
amounts  to  $8,861.51,  and  earned  last  year  $298.37,  this  income 
being  used  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  library  as  needed. 
The  building  fund  now  amounts  to  $15,345,  and  earned  last  year 
$739.29.  This  fund  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  about  $750  per 
year,  and,  if  no  losses  are  made,  the  fund  will  amount  to  $20,000 
in  about  four  and  a  half  years,  when  the  town  will  proceed  to 
erect  a  memorial  Peabody  library  building,  of  fireproof  construc- 
tion, in  every  way  an  ideal  building,  and  so  arranged  that  a  per- 
manent reading-room  can  be  opened  daily  to  the  public. 

The  present  ex-officio  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  are :  the 
Reverends  Henry  R.  McCartney,  Patrick  J.  Hally,  Chas.  Julian 
Tuthill,  Edward  D.  Mason,  secretary,  and  David  C.  Torrey.  The 
elective  members  are:  Sherman  Nelson,  treasurer;  H.  Howard 
Noyes,  Samuel  T.  Poor,  Jophanas  Adams,  Harold  F.  Blake,  presi- 
dent.    Librarian,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Holt. 

Population,  1895,  2,050;  valuation,  $1,040,850;  volumes, 
1898,  8,973;  circulation,  7,898. 

aiLii. 

The  Gill  Town  Library  is  a  direct  result  of  the  law  which  pro- 
vides that  the  dog  tax  may  be  used  for  library  purposes,  and  it 
was  opened  Nov.  8,  1870.  The  town  has  made  one  appropriation 
of  $25  and  another  of  $50 ;  all  the  rest  of  the  funds  have  come 
from  the  appropriation  of  the  dog  tax,  about  $75,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  donation  of  $50  from  Martha  Clapp  of  Cambridge. 
To  accommodate  the  two  villages  in  the  town,  a  portion  of  the 
library  is  kept  in  a  private  house  in  Gill  Centre,  and  the  remainder 
in  the  dwelling  of  the  librarian  at  Riverside.  The  books  are 
accessible  on  Wednesday  and  Satuixiay  afternoons  from  1  to  9. 
Under  authority  of  the  library  act  of  1892,  Gill  was  given  $100 
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worth  of  books  by  the  Library  Commission  in  1893.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  $30  per  annum.  The  management  is  by  three 
trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the  usual  manner.  The  present 
members  of  the  board  are :  Frank  B.  Foster,  W.  E.  Clapp  and 
Frank  D.  Jones.  The  librarians  are  :  Mrs.  Henry  Purple  at  Gill 
Centre,  and  Frank  D.  Jones  at  Riverside. 

Population,  1895,  1,082;  valuation,  $472,409;  volumes,  1898, 
1,709;  circulation  at  Gill,  868;  at  Riverside,  679,  — a  total  of 
1,547- 

QLOnOBSTEB. 

The  origin  of  a  free  library  in  Gloucester  may  be  traced  to  the 
organization  of  the  Gloucester  Lyceum,  which  was  completed  Feb. 
19,  1830.  This  association  fostered  debates  and  maintained 
lecture  courses  until  the  destruction  of  the  town  hall  by  fire  in 
1869.  From  modest  beginnings  with  local  talent,  it  called  to  its 
platform  nearly  all  the  great  names  that  electrified  the  lecture 
audiences  of  the  country  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  The  decla- 
ration upon  which  the  Lyceum  was  founded,  —  '^  the  improvement 
of  its  members  in  useful  knowledge,  and  the  advancement  of 
popular  education,"  —  was  considered  broad  enough  to  include  all 
the  instrumentalities  for  mental  culture.  It  received  a  gift  of  a 
set  of  "Rollin's  Ancient  History"  a  few  weeks  after  it  was 
organized,  and  other  books  were  now  and  then  added,  until  in 
1850  Samuel  E.  Sawyer,  a  wealthy  Boston  merchant,  who  was 
a  native  of  Gloucester,  offered  to  give  $100  toward  the  library  if 
the  citizens  would  raise  by  subscription  $1,000.  This  not  meeting 
with  a  ready  response,  a  year  later  Mr.  Sawyer  offered  to  increase 
the  amount  to  $250,  on  the  same  conditions ;  but  it  was  not  until 
February,  1854,  that  public  interest  was  aroused,  and  $2,000  was 
raised  by  subscription  at  a  public  meeting  held  for  the  purpose. 

The  library  was  opened  on  the  14th  of  August,  1854,  with 
1 ,400  volumes  ready  for  use.  A  fee  of  one  dollar  a  year  was 
charged,  but  practically  none  were  excluded,  as  the  directors  were 
authorized  to  grant  the  use  of  the  collection  to  any  person  unable  to 
pay  for  it.  The  necessity  and  utility  of  the  library  were  speedily 
demonstrated ;  and,  to  meet  the  demand  for  more  books,  a  fair 
was  held  April  10,  1856,  which  raised  the  $1,000  needed  to  secure 
Mr.  Sawyer's  conditional  gift  of  $250.  Then,  after  the  library 
had  grown  to  3,000  volumes,  came  the  disasti'ous  Gloucester  fire 
of  Feb.  18,  1864,  which  destroyed  all  but  about  300  volumes. 
With  $1,500  received  from  insurance,  and  a  timely  gift  of  $500 
from  Mr.  Sawyer,  —  the  ever- faithful  friend  of  the  Lyceum,  —  new 
books  were  purchased,  and  the  library  was  re-opened  on  the  7th  of 
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May,  in  the  same  year.  When  the  interest  temporarily  waned  for 
want  of  new  books,  the  ladies  held  a  May-day  breakfast  in  the 
town  hall  in  1866,  which,  with  some  other  entertainments,  netted 
$1,200;  and  in  1869  another  entertainment  by  the  young  ladies 
realized  (150  for  the  library.  The  revenue  from  the  lecture 
couraes  had  been  used  to  buy  books,  and  when  these  came  to 
an  end,  the  managers,  though  they  still  clung  to  the  idea  of  a  per- 
manent library,  found  themselves  crippled  and  embarrassed  for 
want  of  funds.  Mr.  Sawyer  now  came  to  the  rescue,  and  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  May,  1871,  announced  a  gift  of  $10,000,  with 
the  interest  accruing  from  the  commencement  of  the  year.  The 
Lyceum  signified  its  appreciation  of  the  gift  by  giving  the  name  of 
the  "Sawyer  Free  Library"  to  the  collection,  which  was  now 
made  free  to  all,  on  the  broadest  feasible  basis.  In  1872  a  cor- 
poration was  formed,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Gloucester  Lyceum 
and  Sawyer  Free  Library ;  "  and  in  1878  Mr.  Sawyer  gave  $5,000 
more,  and  the  income  of  an  equal  sum,  to  provide  accommoda- 
tions for  the  library,  in  1874.  Ten  years  later,  Feb.  1,  1884,  Mr. 
Sawyer  purchased  for  $20,000  the  mansion  and  spacious  grounds 
on  the  corner  of  Middle  Street  and  Dale  Avenue  and  fitted  it  up 
in  fine  taste  and  at  great  expense  for  the  permanent  home  of  the 
library.  The  building  was  specially  provided  throughout  for  its 
purpose,  and  its  walls  were  adorned  with  between  one  and  two 
hundred  paintings,  collected  by  Mr.  Sawyer  at  home  and  abroad. 
When  the  new  house  was  dedicated,  July  1,  1884,  Mr.  Sawyer 
presented  to  the  trustees  the  deed  of  the  property,  and  also  an 
endowment  note  for  $20,000.  With  the  improvements  made  upon 
the  property,  the  estate  is  considered  to  be  worth  $40,000,  and 
its  accommodations  are  ample  for  the  growth  of  the  library  for 
several  years.  The  library  is  made  the  residuary  legatee  under 
Mr.  Sawyer's  will,  and  also  receives  a  legacy  of  $100,000. 

The  city  has  never  made  any  direct  appropriation  to  the  library, 
though  for  a  few  years  it  has  expended  fix>m  $500  to  $600  for 
the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent  value  and  works  of  reference, 
which  are  deposited  in  the  library  for  its  general  purposes,  but  are 
held  as  the  property  of  the  city.  The  library  contains  files  of  the 
local  papers,  and  other  publications  relating  to  the  history  of 
Gloucester  and  Essex  County.  All  needed  facilities  are  afforded 
to  teachers  and  pupils  for  the  use  of  the  library,  and  it  is  made  a 
great  benefit  to  the  high  school.  The  leading  periodicals  are 
taken,  and  the  reading-room  is  well  patronized.  The  annual  ex- 
penditure is  $4,500.  The  rooms  are  open  every  week-day  from  10 
to  12,  2  to  5  and  from  7  to  9  p.m.     The  building  and  library  are 
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cared  for  by  a  board  of  trustees,  and  a  board  of  directors,  chosen 
by  the  association.  The  trustees,  who  have  charge  of  the  build- 
ing and  grounds,  are :  Allan  Rogers,  Jos.  O.  Proctor,  Jos.  L. 
Stevens  and  Hiram  Rich.  The  directors,  who  have  control  of  the 
library,  are :  Allan  Rogers,  Jos.  O.  Proctor,  W.  Frank  Parsons, 
Simeon  A.  Burnham,  Edward  DoUiver,  and  Alex.  Patillo,  treas- 
urer. Librarian,  Miss  Rachel  S.  Webber;  assistants.  Misses 
Fanny  K.  Stacy  and  M.  Isabel  Webber. 

The  Magnolia  Library  is  entirely  in  private  hands,  and  inde- 
pendent of  the  Sawyer  Free  Library ;  being  established  in  a  very 
small  way,  in  the  autumn  of  1884,  with  the  hope  of  supplying 
books  to  the  people  who  live  fn  the  hamlet ;  for,  although  Mag- 
nolia is  a  part  of  Gloucester,  it  is  four  miles  from  the  public 
library  of  that  town.  The  association  was  incorporated  Nov.  11, 
1886.  No  record  of  its  work  was  kept  until  1887.  In  1885  the 
few  books  were  put  on  shelves  in  a  wing  of  the  Union  Chapel  at 
Magnolia  Point,  then  lately  built,  the  door  was  open  for  two  hours 
twice  a  week,  the  books  were  let  out  as  from  a  circulating  library 
to  the  summer  visitors,  and  the  fees  thus  earned  were  used  to  buy 
new  books.  The  library  was  always  free  to  those  persons  who 
lived  in  the  village.  In  winter,  as  the  chapel  could  not  be  heated, 
the  books  were  taken  to  a  room  in  an  adjoining  house,  the  use  of 
which  was  given  by  Madam  Fuller.  It  was  heated,  and  a  small 
salary,  raised  by  private  subscription,  was  paid  to  a  young  woman 
to  take  charge  of  the  books.  As  the  volumes  increased  in  num- 
ber this  arrangement  became  too  burdensome,  and  in  1890  land 
was  bought  near  the  chapel  and  a  library  building  put  up.  It  is 
of  wood,  and  cost,  with  the  land,  $7,862,  and  was  finally  paid  for 
by  private  hands  in  1897.  This  building  has,  besides  the  library 
room,  a  hall  and  three  smaller  rooms,  which  are  rented  for  lecture 
rooms,  salesrooms,  etc.,  in  the  summer,  and  the  income  from  this 
source  is  used  to  support  the  library.  In  winter  the  room  is  open 
on  Saturday,  both  afternoon  and  evening.  Last  winter  130  per- 
sons out  of  the  200  dwellers  in  the  village  used  the  books,  and 
1,454  volumes  were  boiTowed;  whereas  in  1887  90  persons  took 
out  849  books.  The  character  of  the  loans  in  winter  is  very  grati- 
fying, the  best  books  being  those  most  used ;  as,  for  example,  last 
winter  Nansen's  "Farthest  North"  was  rarely  on  the  shelves. 
The  children  read  much  and  well,  as  constant  attention  has  been 
given  to  supplying  the  right  books  for  them.  Miss  Story,  the 
assistant  librarian,  does  excellent  work  in  advising,  and  more  than 
dodbles  the  value  of  the  library  by  her  interest  in  the  selection  of 
books  and  her  knowledge  of  the  readere.     In  summer  the  visitors 
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at  the  Point  are  asked  to  pay  a  fee  for  the  use  of  the  books ;  last 
summer  these  fees  amounted  to  nearly  $300,  which  was  used  in 
the  purchase  of  new  books.  There  is  a  card  catalogue,  and  the 
principal  magazines  are  taken. 

The  association  having  the  library  in  charge  is  composed  of  five 
directors,  a  president  and  secretary.  The  assistant  librarian  has 
a  salary,  and  a  janitor  is  employed,  otherwise  the  work  is  done  for 
the  pleasure  of  it.  The  present  officers  are :  A.  S.  Covel,  presi* 
dent;  C.  S.  Penhallow,  secretary  and  treasurer;  E.  N.  Billings, 
clerk ;  Elizabeth  T.  Thornton,  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  28,211;  valuation,  $16,280,009;  volumes, 
1898,  Sawyer  Free  Library,  12,100;  Magnolia,  3,342;  circula- 
tion. Sawyer  Free  Library,  41,347 ;  Magnolia,  6,924. 

OOSHBN. 

The  town  of  Goshen  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of 
1890  in  the  spring  of  1891,  and  was  furnished  with  $100  worth 
of  books  by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission.  Lewis  Warner 
of  Northampton  gave  47  volumes  and  Miss  Julia  Joy  of  Philadel- 
phia 54  volumes  to  the  library.  The  annual  appropriation  is  $35, 
and  there  is  no  other  income  available  for  library  uses.  The 
library  is  kept  in  the  selectmen's  room  of  the  town  hall  building, 
which  is  open  for  delivery  of  books  to  the  public  on  Saturday  even- 
ings from  7  to  9.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $8.  The 
trustees  are  six  in  number,  elected  for  terms  of  three  years  :  Hon. 
Alvan  Barrus,  Nelson  Shaw,  Miss  Fanny  E.  Hawkes,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Godfrey,  Willis  Smith  and  Mrs.  Jessie  Barrus.  Mrs.  E.  A.  God- 
frey is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  304;  valuation,  $138,494;  volumes,  1898, 
577;  circulation,  2,000,  estimated. 

GOSNOLD. 

Gosnold  consists  of  five  islands,  formerly  called  the  Elizabeth 
Islands.  Until  1892  there  was  no  library  in  the  town  save  a  few 
volumes  at  the  life  saving  station.  In  that  year,  upon  acceptance 
by  a  town  meeting  vote  of  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890, 
$100  worth  of  books  given  by  the  State  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
free  public  library  in  Gosnold.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  house  es- 
pecially built  for  them,  and  the  annual  appropriation  is  $15.  The 
library  is  open  on  Wednesday  afternoons,  and  the  annual  cost  of 
administration  is  $20.  Most  of  the  books  have  been  gifts,  the 
chief  donors  besides  the  State  being  members  of  the  family  of  John 
M.  Forbes,  the  principal  land  owner  of  the  islands.     The  trustees 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  143 

are  three  in  number :  Josiah  W.  Tilton,  Bertha  Stetson  and  Albina 
F.  Veeder.     Bertha  Stetson  is  the  librarian. 

Popalation,  1895,  140;  valuation,  $217,661;  volumes,  1898, 
831 ;  circulation,  150. 

OBAFTON. 

The  Grafton  Free  Public  Library  and  reading-room  originated 
with  the  gift  of  $1,000  by  Mr.  Joseph  Leland  to  the  town  for  that 
purpose,  upon  condition  that  the  town  would  contribute  an  equal 
amount.  The  gift  was  communicated  by  letter  Nov.  8,  1866,  and 
the  26th  of  the  same  month  the  conditions  of  the  gift  were 
accepted  by  the  town.  The  books  owned  by  the  Grafton  Lyceum 
and  an  agricultural  library  collected  by  the  Farmers'  Club  were 
merged  in  the  public  libraiy  at  its  formation.  The  reading-room 
was  opened  to  the  public  Jan.  28,  1867,  and  the  library  was 
opened  April  24,  1867.  The  dog  tax  is  applied  to  their  support, 
being  about  S687.  The  sum  of  $115  is  also  appropriated  for 
branch  deliveries.  The  library  at  present  occupies  rooms  in  the 
town  house ;  but  the  will  of  the  late  D.  £.  Merriam  bequeathed 
$5,000  to  the  town  for  the  erection  of  a  library  building.  The 
late  W.  Faulkner  made  the  library  the  residuary  legatee  of  his 
estate,  which  will  add  $5,000  or  more  to  its  funds. 

A  catalc^ne  was  issued  in  1889,  an  appendix  in  1896,  and 
monthly  bulletins  of  additions  are  now  issued.  The  library  is 
open  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  afternoon  and  evening.  The  cost 
of  administration  is  about  $300  per  annum.  There  are  branch 
deliveries  to  the  outlying  villages.  The  board  of  trustees  is  com- 
posed of  the  selectmen  of  the  town,  the  pastors  of  the  Orthodox, 
Baptist  and  Unitarian  churches  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  the 
principal  of  the  high  school,  and  three  honorary  members,  chosen 
by  the  above  board.  The  trustees,  in  connection  with  the  super- 
intendent of  schools,  are  making  an  effort  to  bring  the  library  into 
more  general  use  among  the  pupils  in  the  schools,  by  means  of 
special  lists  and  by  selection  of  books  upon  timely  topics. 

The  present  board  of  trustees  includes  the  selectmen  and  Rev. 
Benj.  A.  Robie,  chairman;  Rev.  Lyman  M.  Greenman,  Rev. 
George  A.  Hibbard,  George  Rugg,  principal  of  high  school, 
Joseph  R.  Keith,  Arthur  A.  Simmons,  Harrington  Nichols,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.     Librarian,  Miss  Hattie  S.  Mann. 

Population,  1895, 5,101 ;  valuation,  $2,458,759  ;  volumes,  1898, 
9,385;  circulation,  84,214. 


144  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 


GBANBY. 

A  free  library  was  opened  for  pablic  use  in  Granby  Dec.  16, 
1891,  the  town  having  received  Si  00  worth  of  books  from  the 
State,  under  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890.  The 
Granby  Grange  contributed  over  $100  worth  of  books,  and  F. 
E.  Taylor  gave  a  set  of  Appleton's  Cyclopaedia.  The  refunded 
dog  tax,  about  Si 07,  is  annually  applied  for  library  support.  The 
books  are  kept  in  the  town  hall  building,  and  are  accessible  on 
Wednesday  afternoons  from  2  to  8.80,  and  on  Saturday  evenings 
from  7  to  8.80.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  S24.  A 
catalogue  was  printed  in  1896,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  pub- 
lished from  time  to  time.  The  trustees,  elected  by  the  town  for 
three-year  terms,  are  nine  in  number :  Wm.  S.  Clark,  Willard  A. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Dickinson,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Aldrich,  Mrs.  Arthur 
W.  Fiske,  Miss  Marion  B.  Clark,  Dr.  Richard  E.  Dickson,  Rev. 
Robert  C.  Bell  and  Mrs.  George  F.  Eastman.  The  librarian  is 
George  L.  Murray. 

Population,  1895,  748;  valuation,  S467,108;  volumes,  1898, 
1,045 ;  circulation,  2,280. 

GBANVILLB. 

A  free  library  was  established  in  Granville  in  1894,  the  town 
accepting  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890,  and  receiving 
SlOO  worth  of  books  from  the  State.  The  town  appropriates 
about  S80  per  annum  for  its  support,  being  one-half  of  the  dog 
tax.  The  books  are  kept  in  the  chapels  of  the  Baptist  and  Con- 
gregational churches,  where  they  are  accessible  to  the  people  on 
Thursdays  from  4  to  6  p.m.  There  is  no  catalogue.  The  three 
troBtees  elected  by  the  town  are :  S.  B.  Root,  Clarence  F.  Cook 
and  William  S.  Pomeroy.     The  librarian  is  B.  F.  Hurlburt. 

Population,  1895,  1,005;  valuation,  S351,664;  volumes,  1898, 
500;  circulation,  780. 

GBBAT  BABBINQTON. 

The  Great  Barrington  Free  Library  was  organized  in  March, 
1881,  under  the  general  laws  of  Massachusetts  relating  to  cor* 
porations.  It  at  first  consisted  of  the  several  collections  of  books 
presented  to  it  by  the  Great  Barrington  Library  Association,  —  a 
stock  company  organized  in  1861,  with  a  capital  of  S650, — the 
Agricultural  Library  and  the  library  of  the  Hope  Fire  Company, 
amounting  in  all  to  1,030  volumes.  Since  that  time  many  dona- 
tions of  books  have  been  made  to  the  library,  among  the  largest  of 
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which  are  the  following :  Clark  W.  Bryan,  300  volumes ;  the  late 
Rev.  Daniel  G.  Anderson,  75  volumes;  Hon.  Justin  Dewey,  150 
volumes;  Mrs.  Maria  L.  Church,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Batterson,  and 
the  late  M.  Ludlow  Whitlock,  about  50  volumes  each ;  and  the 
Thursday  Morning  Club  a  set  of  Gibson's  Works  in  10  volumes ; 
there  have  also  been  many  gifts  of  a  few  volumes  each.  The  late 
EMward  P.  Woodworth  presented  the  library  with  $600,  and  the 
late  Charles  Benton  left  a  bequest  of  $500  for  its  benefit.  Money 
has  also  been  raised  from  entertainments  and  by  various  subscrip- 
tions. The  town  has  annually  made  an  appropriation  for  its 
support,  usually  of  $500,  but  owing  to  the  additional  expense  of 
maintaining  the  library  in  the  new  building  and  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  hours,  the  sum  of  $700  was  raised  in  1897  and 
1 1,000  in  1898. 

When  the  library  was  first  organized  it  occupied  a  single  room 
in  the  town  hall  building.  In  1887  it  was  granted  the  use  of  a 
second  room,  which  was  connected  with  the  first  and  used  as  a 
reading-room ;  papera  and  magazines  were  added,  and  the  rooms 
were  kept  open  every  week-day  evening  and  on  Saturday  after- 
noon. These  rooms  have,  however,  been  needed  for  the  town 
offices,  and  at  the  same  time  the  library  has  so  growii  in  size  and 
usefulness  as  to  demand  larger  quarters.  In  1897  the  town  voted 
to  purchase  for  library  purposes  the  residence  and  grounds  of  the 
late  Robert  Girling,  and  appropriated  the  sum  of  $12,000  therefor. 
It  also  appropriated  $600  for  making  the  changes  necessary  for 
adapting  the  dwelling-house  to  library  purposes. 

The  first  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1885,  when  the  library 
contained  about  3,100  volumes.  In  1891  the  library  had  grown 
to  4,650  volumes,  and  a  new  and  complete  catalogue  was  issued ; 
a  supplement  to  this  has  since  been  published.  All  new  books 
that  are  now  added  are  indexed  under  the  card  system.  The 
reading-room  is  well  supplied  with  magazines  and  weekly  papers, 
and  a  good  reference  library  is  being  accumulated.  It  is  kept 
ox>en  from  2  to  5  and  from  7  to  9  every  afternoon  and  evening 
except  Sundays  and  holidays. 

The  school  teachers  in  town  are  granted  special  privileges  in 
drawing  books  for  use  in  the  schools ;  catalogues  are  furnished 
them,  and  efforts  made  to  render  the  library  as  useful  as  possible 
in  connection  with  the  school  work.  Help  is  also  given  by  the 
librarian  in  the  selection  of  books,  and  lists  on  special  subjects  are 
posted  on  the  walls.  There  has  been  a  steady  growth  in  the  use- 
foiness  of  the  library,  and  its  value  to  the  town  is  recognized  and 
appreciated  by  every  one.     The  present  location  is  an  excellent 
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one,  being  central,  on  Main  Street,  and  shaded  with  large  elms ; 
and  it  is  hoped  that  within  a  few  years  a  new  building  may  be 
secured  which  will  f>e  fully  adapted  to  the  growing  needs  of  the 
library  and  the  accommodation  of  the  public. 

The  book-purchasing  committee  now  consists  of  Frank  H. 
Wright,  Dr.  Orville  W.  Lane  and  A.  C.  Collins.  Books  have 
formerly  been  free  to  every  one,  but  non-residents  are  now  charged 
25  cents  for  the  cards  upon  which  the  books  are  drawn. 

A  library  was  founded  at  Housatonic  in  1869  by  Henry  D. 
Cone,  manager  of  the  Owen  Paper  Company,  ^'especially  for  the 
benefit  of  those  people,  with  their  families,  who  are  now  or  who 
shall  hereafter  be  employed  by  the  founder  or  his  successors,  but 
is  free  to  all,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  shall  seem  wisest." 
This  library  occupied  a  brick  store-house,  contained  nearly  4,000 
volumes,  and  was  open  every  week-day  from  7  to  9  p.m.  Since 
the  failure  and  death  of  the  founder,  in  November,  1896,  it  has 
been  closed.     The  circulation  was  about  10,000  volumes  annually. 

The  Great  Barrington  Free  Library  is  managed  by  a  board  of 
five  directors,  chosen  annually  in  March  by  the  corporators.  The 
present  ofiQcers  are:  Charles  J.  Taylor,  president;  William  C. 
Hinman,  Dr.  Orville  W.  Lane,  Isaac  R.  Prindle,  Charles  J.  Tay- 
lor and  A.  Chalkley  Collins,  directors;  Dempster  J.  Coleman, 
clerk ;  Isaac  R.  Prindle,  treasurer ;  A.  Chalkley  Collins,  librarian ; 
and  Miss  Harriet  L.  Sheldon,  acting  librarian. 

Population,  1895, 4,794 ;  valuation,  $3,785,610 ;  volumes,  1898, 
Great  Barrington,  6,860;  Housatonic,  4,000;  circulation.  Great 
Barrington,  15,589;  Housatonic,  10,000. 

QBBBNFIELD. 

The  Greenfield  Library  Association  was  organized  and  incor- 
porated in  1855.  At  first  the  books  were  kept  in  the  back  office 
of  a  young  lawyer,  Edward  F.  Raymond,  who  acted  as  librarian. 
At  his  death,  which  soon  occurred,  the  library  was  moved  to  a 
room  in  the  Mansion  House,  which  was  furnished  free  of  rent  by 
the  late  Henry  W.  Clapp.  In  1867  it  was  again  removed  to  the 
Armory  building,  leased  of  the  town  for  ten  years  at  a  nominal 
rent.  At  the  expiration  of  the  lease  there  was  another  removal  to 
Franklin  Hall  in  the  town  house.  The  new  location,  however,  did 
not  seem  suitable  for  an  abiding  place.  Indeed,  it  had  long  been 
felt  that  the  association  should  have  a  permanent  building,  which 
it  could  control  at  its  own  discretion.  This  feeling  was  brought 
to  a  practical  point  by  the  liberal  offer  of  Gov.  William  B.  Wash- 
burn to  erect  the  superstructure  if  the  association  would  furnish 
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the  lot  and  put  in  the  foundation.  This  offer  was  accepted,  after 
canvassing  the  town  and  securing  pledges  of  $5,500,  an  amount 
sufficient  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  on  the  comer  of  Main  and 
Franklin  streets,  and  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  substructure.  The 
plan  was  one  mutually  agreed  upon  by  Mr.  Washburn  and  the 
association.  The  cost  to  the  association  was  $5,580,  besides  the 
cost  of  furniture.  The  building  was  completed  in  June,  1879. 
It  is  of  brick  laid  in  black  mortar,  with  Ohio  sandstone  trimmings, 
and  has  two  stories  above  the  basement.  The  windows  are  of 
cathedral  glass.  The  dimensions  of  the  library  room  are  thirty- 
eight  by  twenty-four  feet  and  fifteen  feet  high,  with  eight  windows. 
The  inside  finish  is  of  ash. 

The  library  has  absorbed  the  collections  of  the  Agricultural 
Society,  the  Horticultural  Association  and  the  Greenfield  Dramatic 
Club,  presented  when  these  organizations  were  disbanded.  Gov- 
ernor Washburn  during  his  life  gave  the  association  $11,000,  the 
income  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  buying  of  books.  By  the  will 
of  A.  E.  Warner  the  association  received  a  legacy  of  $1,000. 
Further  income  is  received  from  rental  of  the  hall,  subscriptions 
and  fines.  The  executors  of  Rev.  John  F.  Moors  gave  his  library, 
about  1,000  volumes,  to  the  association,  and  Robert  Wiley  willed 
to  it  a  file  of  the  *'New  York  Herald,"  published  during  the 
civil  war. 

The  library  is  open  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  from  3 
to  8  P.M.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1874,  but  is  supplanted  by 
a  card  catalogue.  Lists  of  accessions  are  posted  in  the  library 
room.  The  management  is  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  five  trustees 
and  eight  directors,  chosen  annually  by  the  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation. The  officers  of  the  association  are :  Hon.  James  S.  Grin- 
nelly  president ;  Franklin  R.  Allen,  vice-president ;  Charles  Allen, 
secretary;  Herbert  0.  Fdgerton,  treasurer.  Helen  L.  Mann  is 
librarian. 

The  library  contains  (1898)  11,681  volumes,  and  the  last  yeai-'s 
circulation  was  5,046  volumes.  It  is  not  free,  a  fee  of  $1  per 
annum  being  charged  for  the  privilege  of  borrowing  books.  Life 
membership  in  the  association  is  attained  by  the  payment  of  $25. 

The  Greenfield  Free  Public  Library  was  established  by  the  town 
in  1881,  and  has  been  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  the  present 
annual  appropriation  being  $1,500  and  the  dog  tax,  about  $400. 
It  occupies  rooms  in  the  Opei*a  House.  A  printed  catalogue  was 
issned  in  1884,  and  there  is  also  a  card  catalogue.  The  reference 
room  has  been  recently  provided  with  many  new  books  for  the 
special  use  of  students,  and  it  is  much  used  by  the  teachers  and 
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pupils  of  the  public  schools.  The  library  is  open  every  week-day 
from  8  to  9  p.m.,  aud  as  a  reading-room  on  Sunday  from  2  to  6 
P.M.  The  annual  expense  of  administration  is  $500.  The  control 
of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of  six  trustees,  chosen  in  the 
usual  manner  by  the  town.  The  present  members  of  the  board 
are:  Francis  B.  Wells,  Herbert  O.  Edgerton,  G.  Grlenn  Atkins, 
Miss  Delia  Nims,  Baxter  B.  Noyes,  Miss  Charlotte  H.  P.  Twitchell, 
The  librarian  is  Miss  Emma  W.  Tyler,  assistant  Miss  Elizabeth 
P.  P.  Morgan. 

Population,  1895,  6,229;  valuation,  $5,552,156;  volumes, 
1898,  10,767;  circulation,  34,174. 

GBBBNWIOH. 

The  free  library  of  Greenwich  was  opened  Sept.  19,  1891,  the 
town  having  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  1890,  and  received  $100  worth  of  books  from  the  State  C!om- 
mission.  The  town  appropriates  $100  annually  for  library  pur- 
poses, and  the  librarian's  services  are  gratuitous.  There  are  two 
villages  in  Greenwich,  and,  to  give  all  citizens  so  far  as  possible 
equal  library  privileges,  a  delivery  station  is  supportied,  at  an 
annual  cost  of  $20.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  convenient  ixK>m, 
hired  by  the  town  for  the  town  officers  and  library,  in  a  building 
also  used  as  a  store  and  dwelling.  The  library  is  managed  with  a 
view  to  aid  the  common  schools  as  much  as  possible.  Teachers 
are  allowed  to  have  six  books  at  a  time  for  their  classes,  and  the 
school  committee  report  that  the  privilege  is  productive  of  a  taste 
for  good  reading  among  the  children.  A  card  catalogue  is  in  prep- 
aration, and  a  printed  classified  catalogue  is  to  be  soon  issued. 
Lists  of  accessions  are  given  in  the  annual  reports  of  town  officers. 
The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays  from  3.30  to  5  and  from  7  to  8 
P.M.  There  are  six  trustees,  elected  for  three-year  terms:  Wil- 
liam M.  Douglas,  William  H.  Walker,  Amelia  M.  Root,  Rev.  L.  L. 
Perry,  Ezra  P.  S.  Alden  and  Fannie  P.  Walker.  The  last  named 
is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  481;  valuation,  $268,473;  volumes,  1898, 
850;  circulation,  1,809. 

QBOTON. 

The  Groton  Public  Library  was  established  in  1854,  by  a  prop- 
osition of  the  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence  to  give  the  sum  of  $500  for 
that  purpose,  on  condition  that  the  town  would  appropriate  a  like 
amount.  The  proposition  was  accepted  by  the  town  with  a  grate- 
ful rec(^nition  of  the  gift,  and  the  library  has  since  received 
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$2,000  from  the  estate  of  Willard  Dalrymple  of  Charlestown,  a 
native  of  the  town,  $1,000  from  the  estate  of  Augustus  Kimball 
Fletcher  of  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  a  former  resident  of  Groton, 
and  $1,000  from  the  estate  of  Luther  Blood  of  Groton.  The 
Tested  fund  now  amounts  to  $4,500. 

For  the  first  five  or  six  years  of  its  existence  the  library  was 
kept  in  a  small  store  owned  by  a  woman.  It  was  removed  to  a 
small  room  in  the  town  house,  which  was  at  the  same  time  oc- 
cupied by  a  repairer  of  clocks  and  watches.  Thence  it  went  to  a 
shoe  store  in  Liberty  Hall,  and  later  found  a  more  suitable  resting 
place  in  a  room  in  the  town  house,  where  it  remained  seventeen 
jears,  until  removed  to  the  present  commodious  and  beautiful 
quarters  in  June,  1893.  The  new  building  is  of  light  brick, 
seventy-five  feet  in  breadth  and  fifty  feet  in  depth  from  entrance 
to  rear  of  reading-room.  At  the  right  of  entrance  is  the  historical 
room,  at  the  left  the  trustees'  room,  and  the  left  wing  forms  the 
book  room.  The  reading-room  is  at  the  rear.  As  the  ground 
slopes  rapidly  from  the  front,  there  is  a  large,  light  basement, 
one  part  of  which,  called  Sibley  Hail,  receives  the  overflow  of  ob- 
jects from  the  historical  room,  while  another  is  filled  with  stacks 
for  the  reception  of  books  rarely  called  for,  such  as  government 
and  State  documents.  The  remaining  space  is  ample  for  a  steam- 
heating  system,  closets,  etc.  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley  gave 
SI 2,000  towards  this  library  building,  the  whole  cost  of  which  was 
$28,500.  The  historical  rooms  already  contain  many  and  valu- 
able articles  of  interest,  and  prove  very  attractive  to  the  public. 
A  portrait  of  Ex-Gov.  George  S.  Boutwell,  painted  by  F.  P.  Vin- 
ton, has  recently  been  presented  to  the  library  by  his  friends  and 
neighbors. 

The  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation  of  $500  and  the  dog 
tax,  the  whole  amounting  last  year  to  $830.  The  librarian  is  paid 
$200  and  the  janitor  $125,  while  fuel,  lights  and  incidental  ex- 
penses amount  to  $300  more.  The  first  catalogue  was  printed  in 
1855,  the  second  in  1862,  a  third  in  1875,  a  fourth  in  1885  and  a 
supplement  in  1896.  The  trustees  annually  print  with  their  report 
a  catalogue  of  books  received  since  the  last  supplement.  Teach- 
ers are  given  the  privilege  of  taking  as  many  volumes  as  they  can 
make  useful  in  their  schools,  and  scholars  are  encouraged  to  seek 
information  from  the  literary  treasures  of  the  library.  There  are 
as  yet  no  delivery  stations  outside  of  the  library,  but  it  is  proposed 
to  establish  one  at  West  Groton.  Lawrence  Academy  possesses 
a  library,  of  a  somewhat  old-fashioned  type,  containing  between 
1,000  and  2,000  volumes,  and  the  Groton  School  has  an  up-to- 
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date  collection,  of  aboat  the  same  size.  Neither  of  these  is  free 
to  the  general  public,  but  they  count  for  much  in  the  educational 
advantages  offered  the  youth  of  Groton. 

The  tinistees  of  the  public  library  are :  Hon.  Greorge  S.  Bout- 
"well,  Rev.  Louis  B.  Voorhees,  Mrs.  Mary  P.  Shumway,  Mrs. 
Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley,  Rev.  Joshua  Young  and  Arthur  P.  Stone. 
The  librarian  is  Miss  Emma  F.  Blood. 

Population,  1895,  2,192;  valuation,  $3,166,983;  volumes, 
1898,  8,145;  circulation,  10,839. 

GBOVELAND. 

The  Groveland  Public  Library  was  established  in  1888,  and 
absorbed  the  books  belongiDg  to  a  club  and  also  an  old  social 
library.  The  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation,  usually  $200, 
for  the  running  expenses,  and  the  dog  tax  returned  from  the 
county,  about  $200  more,  is  also  devoted  to  library  purposes. 
The  library  occupies  a  leased  room  in  a  business  block,  for  which 
an  annual  rental  of  $60  is  paid. 

There  is  a  card  catalogue,  well  kept  up.  A  printed  catalogue 
was  issued  in  1888,  and  two  supplements  have  since  been  printed. 
Public  school  teachers  are  given  special  caixls,  allowing  them  the 
use  of  ten  books  at  a  time,  with  privilege  of  keeping  them  foar 
weeks  without  renewal.  The  library  is  open  Saturday  afternoon 
and  evening  of  each  week,  is  well  patronized,  and  is  a  valuable 
institution  in  the  life  of  the  town.  The  yearly  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  $100. 

The  library  is  controlled  by  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  three  being 
chosen  at  each  annual  town  meeting,  to  hold  office  three  years. 
The  present  boaixl  is  constituted  as  follows :  President,  Louis  A. 
Woodbury ;  secretary  and  treasurer.  Miss  Aphia  T.  Spofford ; 
Samuel  B.  George,  Edwin  H.  George,  Charles  F.  Paine,  William 
F.  Smith,  Miss  Harriet  E.  Boynton,  Mrs.  George  Strout,  with 
one  vacancy  caused  by  the  recent  death  of  Burton  E.  Merrill. 
The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Arthur  Campbell ;  assistant,  John  C.  Libby. 

Population,  1895,  2,833 ;  valuation,  $968,260 ;  volumes,  1898, 
8,100;  circulation,  7,500. 

HADLBY. 

There  is  no  free  public  library  in  Hadley.  The  Hadley  Young 
Men's  Library  Association  was  organized  in  1856  by  the  concerted, 
action  of  a  few  individuals,  who  gave  each  $2  a  year  for  its  sup- 
port. It  receives  from  the  town  annually  two- thirds  of  the  re- 
funded dog  tax,  about  $100,  and  subscribers  pay  $1  a  yfear  for 
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library  privileges.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  private  dwelling,  and 
include  some  portion  of  the  old  district  libraries.  The  library  is 
open  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings  from  2  to 
d  and  5  to  7.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $25.  The  librarian 
is  Dr.  Franklin  Bonney ;  acting  librarian,  Mi's.  J.  D.  Marsh,  who 
has  a  salary  of  (25.  The  number  of  volumes  is  2,718,  and  the 
circulation  is  reported  ^^  rather  small." 

The  North  Hadley  Young.  Men's  Library  Association  receives 
from  the  town  one-third  of  the  refunded  dog  tax  annually,  about 
$50.  It  has  270  volumes,  having  recently  lost  by  fire  745 
volumes.     The  librarian  is  G.  H.  Tuttle. 

Population,  1895,  1,704;  valuation,  $1,032,579. 


The  Holmes  Library  of  Halifax  was  founded  by  Dr.  Howland 
Holmes  of  Lexington,  a  gentleman  who  was  formerly  closely 
associated  with  the  people  of  Halifax,  and  who  offered  the  town  a 
gift  of  $100,  upon  the  conditions  thatjt  should  appropriate  a  like 
sum,  and  give  the  library  thus  established  his  name.  The  town 
accepted  the  proposition  Nov.  7,  1876,  and  provided  that  the 
library  should  be  forever  free  to  all  its  citizens,  and  that  the 
trustees  should  be  the  selectmen  and  school  committee,  the  settled 
clergyman,  and  any  practising  physicians  of  the  town  for  the  time 
being  who  are  Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society.  The 
trustees  serve  without  compensation,  and  have  the  exclusive  man- 
agement of  the  library,  the  purchase  of  books  and  repair  of  same, 
the  preparation  of  suitable  by-laws  governing  their  use,  the  ap- 
pointment of  librarian,  etc. ;  and  they  make  a*detailed  report  to 
the  town  annually,  stating  the  general  condition  of  the  library,  its 
whole  number  of  volumes,  the  increase  during  the  preceding  twelve 
months  and  the  sources  whence  they  were  derived,  suggesting  also 
its  most  pressing  wants  and  the  means  of  supplying  them.  Rooms 
were  fitted  up  in  the  town  house,  and  the  library  was  opened  to 
the  public  in  January,  1877.  It  has  been  well  patronized,  and  the 
citizens  have  raised  money  by  entertainments  and  otherwise  for 
its  use.  The  dog  tax,  about  $75,  has  annually  been  appropriated 
by  the  town  for  its  benefit ;  and  the  founder  and  other  non-residents 
who  have  an  intei'est  in  the  town  have  from  time  to  time  generously 
given  books  and  money. 

The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays  from  6.30  to  9  p.m.  in  summer, 
and  from  4  to  9  p.m.  in  winter.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1889, 
and  annual  supplements  are  issued.  The  cost  of  administration 
is  $50  per  annum.     Special  pains  are  taken  to  make  the  library 
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aseful  to  the  pupils  and  teachers  of  the  public  schools.     James  T. 
Thomas  is  librarian,  and  also  superintendent  of  schools. 

Population,  1895,  497;  valuation,  $271,080;  volumes,  1898, 
2,000;  cu*culation,  2,291. 

HAMILTON. 

The  Free  Library  of  Hamilton  was  opened  for  public  use  July  1 , 
1891,  having  received  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission, 
as  a  foundation,  $100  worth  of  books,  under  the  provisions  of 
Chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890.  It  is  supported  by  an  annual 
appropriation  from  the  town  of  $800.  Among  generous  gifts  to 
the  library  have  been  20  volumes  from  M.  E.  Abbott  of  Boston, 
100  volumes  from  George  6.  Creamer,  and  30  volumes  from 
Horace  Burnham  of  Sacramento,  Cal.  The  books  are  provided 
with  commodious  quarters,  including  a  reading-room,  in  the  new 
town  hall  building.  This  is  of  wood,  and  cost  about  $20,000. 
It  was  built  in  1897  and  1898.  The  library  rooms  have  a  capacity 
for  15,000  volumes.  They  are  open  on  Wednesday  afternoons 
from  2  to  4  and  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings  from  2  to  4 
and  7  to  9.  There  is  a  delivery  station  at  South  Hamilton.  The 
cost  of  administration  is  $100. 

The  books  have  been  judiciously  selected,  and  the  library  is 
popular  with  the  people.  It  has  a  card  and  a  printed  catalogue, 
and  the  accessions  are  published  annually.  Special  advantages  in 
the  use  of  books  for  their  work  are  given  to  teachers.  The  three 
trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the  manner  specified  by  the  library 
law,  are:  Frank  V.  Wright,  president;  Rev.  Jesse  G.  Nichols, 
secretary ;  Augustus  P.  Gardner,  treasurer.  Mrs.  Grace  C.  Stone 
is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,356;  valuation,  $1,142,320;  volumes, 
1898,  2,116;  cii*culation,  3,205. 

HAMPDBir. 

The  Free  Public  Library  of  Hampden  was  opened  Aug.  1,  1891, 
the  town  having  received  $100  worth  of  books,  upon  its  acceptance 
of  the  library  act  of  1890,  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Com- 
mission. Rev.  Calvin  Stebbins  added  31  volumes  to  the  ooUeo- 
tion.  The  town's  annual  appropriation  for  library  purposes  is  $50 
and  one-half  of  the  returned  dog  tax,  which  amounts  to  over  $70. 
The  books  occupy  a  lai^e  front  room  in  the  librarian's  residence, 
for  which  a  rent  of  $25  is  paid.  About  one-third  of  the  volumes 
have  been  given  by  various  donors,  of  whom  are  Miss  E.  P.  Sohier 
Mrs.   Anna   Cabot  Lodge,    William  Y.   and   Hon.   William  R. 
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Sessions,  Rev.  Calvin  Stebbins,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cady,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Boyd  and  William  Smith.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays  from 
4  to  9  P.M.  There  is  no  printed  catalogue.  The  cost  of  admin- 
istration is  $30.  Teachers  and  pupils  are  given  special  privileges, 
and  assisted  by  the  librarian  in  every  way  possible,  and  her  ser- 
vices are  highly  appreciated.  The  library  is  very  popular  and 
gladly  supported  by  the  people.  The  trustees,  three  in  number, 
are  chosen  by  the  town  in  the  usual  way.  They  are :  John  N. 
Isham,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Burleigh  and  Miss  Estella  Day.  Mrs.  John 
Q.  Adams  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  743;  valuation,  $406,592;  volumes,  1898, 
915 ;  circulation,  3,466. 

HANOOCK. 

The  Free  Library  of  Hancock  was  established  in  1894,  under 
provisions  of  the  library  law  of  1890,  and  received  from  the  State 
$100  worth  of  books.  About  50  volumes  more  were  given  by 
anonymous  friends.  The  income  for  library  support  is  the  re- 
funded dog  tax,  which  is  about  $60  per  annum,  and  the  town's 
yearly  appropriation  of  $50.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  room  fitted 
up  for  them  in  the  town  house,  very  convenient  for  the  purpose. 
The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays  from  1  to  4  p.m.,  but  the  librarian 
accommodates  at  any  time  the  patrons  who  find  it  inconvenient  to 
come  for  books  on  Saturday.  Special  effort  is  made  to  furnish 
books  suitable  for  children  and  youth,  and  they  are  encouraged  to 
make  use  of  the  library.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1894.  The 
librarian  is  paid  $20,  which  is  the  only  expense  for  administration. 
The  three  members  of  the  present  board  of  trustees  are :  Mrs.  A. 
L.  Powell,  Rev.  Daniel  Shepardson  and  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Wells. 
Mr.  Shepardson  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  511;  valuation,  $364,811;  volumes,  1898, 
475;  circulation,  1,750. 

HANOVBB. 

The  John  Curtis  Free  Library  of  Hanover  was  founded  in 
January,  1888,  mainly  through  the  generosity  of  John  Curtis  of 
Boston,  who  gave  about  seven-eighths  of  the  2,200  volumes  with 
which  it  opened.  It  is  provided  with  rooms  in  the  town  house, 
and  is  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  the  annual  appropriation 
being  $300.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $100.  A  catalogue 
was  printed  in  1894,  and  supplements  have  been  issued  annually 
since.  The  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from 
2.30  to  5.30  and  from  6  to  8  p.m.     The  high  school  is  kept  in  the 
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same  bailding,  and  this  greatly  facilitates  the  distribution  of  books. 
The  management  is  vested  in  three  trustees,  who  are  at  present 
Mrs.  David  B.  Ford,  Rev.  Melvin  S.  Nash  and  Morrill  A. 
Phillips.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Emily  E.  Sylvester. 

Population,  1895,  2,051;  valuation,  $1,472,292;  volumes, 
3,577;  circulation,  5,872. 

HANSON. 

The  Hanson  Free  Public  Library  was  established  in  1895  by  a 
vote  of  the  town  accepting  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the 
Acts  of  1890,  under  the  authority  of  which  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission  furnished  for  a  foundation  $100  worth  of  books.  The 
library  was  opened  for  public  use  in  March,  1896.  The  centre  of 
the  town  where  the  town  house  is,  and  where  the  town  library 
would  naturally  be  located,  has  very  few  inhabitants ;  while  the 
two  villages.  North  and  South  Hanson,  about  three  miles  apart, 
have  each  a  post-office  and  railway  station  and  well-established 
library  associations.  When  the  question  of  locating  the  Free 
Public  Library  was  agitated,  the  Wampatuck  Library  Association 
of  South  Hanson  generously  offered  the  use  of  its  library  room  to 
the  town,  and  extended  the  privileges  of  its  own  library  to  the 
public.  The  Hanson  Library  Association  of  North  Hanson  made 
no  similar  concession.  It  was  therefore  thought  best  to  divide  the 
new  library  into  two  branches.  The  south  branch  is  accordingly 
kept  in  the  Wampatuck  Library  building,  and  the  north  branch  in 
a  store  at  North  Hanson.  The  Wampatuck  Association  building 
is  a  new  one,  dedicated  Nov.  21,  1893,  and  cost  about  $6,000. 
The  books  are  accessible  on  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  p.m.  The  cost 
of  administi'ation  is  855,  and  the  town's  annual  appropriation 
is  $100.  The  trustees  are:  Miss  Evie  W.  Drew,  Walter  E. 
Damon  and  Arthur  G.  Sampson.  The  librarians  are :  Mrs.  E.  F. 
Witherell  at  the  North  Branch,  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Phillips  at  the 
South  Branch. 

The  Hanson  Library  Association  was  organized  at  North  Han- 
son in  1882,  and  incorporated  June  13,  1884.  It  owns  a  two-story 
frame  building,  which  cost  about  $3,000,  raised  mostly  by  contri- 
butions, and  is  used  for  a  hall  and  library.  It  has  1,200  volumes, 
and  the  home  circulation  in  1897  was  2,708  volumes.  The  asso- 
ciation is  supported  by  membership  fees  of  $1  per  year,  by  funds 
received  from  entertainments  and  by  the  rent  of  Thomas  Hall. 
The  officers  of  the  association  are:  Fred.  Q.  Barker,  president; 
Anna  E.  Loring,  vice-president ;  Abbie  J.  Clark,  treasurer ;  Mary 
J.  Drew,  clerk  and  librarian. 
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Population,  1895,  1,880;  valuation,  $640,890;  volumes,  1898, 
North  Branch,  288 ;  South  Branch,  181 ;  Wampatuck  Library, 
688;  circulation.  North  Branch,  1,500;  South  Branch,  3,750. 

HABDWIOK. 

The  Ladies  Free  Library  Association  in  Hardwlck  was  organ- 
ized about  1880,  and  collected  about  1,000  volumes,  the  library 
being  supported  by  an  annual  assessment  of  50  cents  upon  the 
members.  By  vote  of  the  town  in  April,  1892,  a  free  public 
library  was  established,  which  received  as  its  foundation  $100 
worth  of  books,  under  authority  of  the  library  act  of  1890,  from 
the  State's  Free  Public  Library  Commission.  The  library  of  the 
Ladies  Association  was  absorbed  in  the  town  library.  Rooms 
over  the  high  school  are  occupied  by  the  books  and  for  a  reading- 
room,  and  these  are  open  on  Thursdays  from  2  to  5  p.m.  The 
town  annually  appropriates  $50  for  the  support  of  the  library, 
and  an  income  of  $80  annually  is  received  from  two  funds  of 
$1,000  each.     The  cost  of  administration  is  $50. 

The  chief  benefactors  of  the  library  have  been  Dr.  Lucius  F. 
Billings  of  Barre,  whose  bequest  of  $1,000  is  funded;  £.  Warren 
Robinson  of  Hardwick,  who  gave  $1,000,  the  annual  income  of 
which  is  devoted  to  library  uses ;  and  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  D.D., 
of  Cambridge.  All  three  were  natives  of  the  town.  Dr.  Paige's 
library  of  about  2,500  volumes  was  received  in  the  summer  of 
1897,  and  forms  the  foundation  of  "The  Paige  Library,"  which 
will  be  managed  jointly  with  the  free  town  library.  It  contains 
many  rare  old  volumes,  numerous  town  histories  and  works  upon 
genealogy,  theology  and  general  history,  full  sets  of  "  Harper's 
'Magazine''  and  the  "Atlantic  Monthly,"  Masonic  books  and 
sundry  bound  volumes  of  old  Boston  newspapers.  Dr.  Paige 
also  left  to  the  town  the  sum  of  $10,000  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  library,  to  be  paid  after  the  decease  of  his  widow ;  and  the 
town  is  the  residuary  legatee  of  his  estate.  The  sum  of  $125  was 
voted  by  the  town  this  year  for  the  support  of  the  Paige  Library, 

Besides  the  books,  there  were  various  articles  of  furniture  re- 
ceived from  Mrs.  Paige,  valuable  for  their  antiquity  and  associa- 
tions. Among  these  were  several  book-cases,  a  tall  clock,  antique 
tables  and  chairs,  etc.  The  Paige  Library  will  be  free  for  circu- 
lation under  the  same  rules  as  the  town  library. 

It  is  expected  that  the  town  will  at  a  not  very  distant  day  have 
a  worthy  library  building  —  a  memorial  gift  from  an  old  resident 
of  Hardwick.  The  two  libraries  are  now  in  control  of  six  trustees, 
elected  by  the  town  for  three- year  terms  of  office.     They  are: 
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Joseph  R.  Robinson,  Harrison  Spooner,  W.  G.  Ruggles,  secre* 
tary,  Miss  Hannah  R.  Spooner,  Mrs.  Sarah  Paige  and  M.  A. 
Mixter.     Miss  Hannah  R.  Spooner  is  librarian. 

A  fi-ee  library  was  established  in  April,  1882,  by  the  George  H. 
Gilbert  Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  village  of  Gilbertville,  and  continues  to  be  supported  by  the 
corporation.  It  is  open  three  evenings  and  one  afternoon  of  each 
week.     The  librarian  is  W.  H.  Caldwell. 

Population,  1895,  2,655 ;  valuation,  81,572,146 ;  volumes,  1898, 
Free  Public,  2,000 ;  Paige,  2,500 ;  Gilbertville,  800 ;  circulation, 
Hardwick,  1,500;  Gilbertville,  esHmoUedy  800. 

HABVABD. 

Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  writing  of  Harvard  in  the  year  1798,  says 
that  a  library  association  had  recently  been  formed  there  which 
had  acquired  about  100  volumes.  This  library  was  founded  by 
Rev.  William  Emerson,  father  of  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  and 
the  books  were  kept  in  his  house.  It  is  probable  that  the  Social 
Library,  organized  in  1808  under  the  leadership  of  Edmund  Fos- 
ter, was  the  direct  heir  of  the  Emerson  Library.  Seventy-eight 
share  certificates  were  then  issued,  proprietorship  in  the  society 
being  attained  by  the  payment  of  $2.  The  books  were  required 
to  be  kept  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Congregational  meeting-house ; 
only  one  volume  could  be  borrowed  at  a  time  by  any  family,  and 
books  could  be  kept  sixty  days.  At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation, 
in  March,  1856,  it  was  voted  to  offer  their  books  for  the  founding 
of  a  free  public  library,  provided  the  town  would  raise  $100  for 
the  purpose ;  and  this  proposition  was  accepted  by  the  town  at  the 
April  meeting.  From  that  time  the  library  has  been  a  town  in- 
stitution, free  to  all  citizens,  and  managed  by  a  committee  chosen 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  library  laws  of  the  State.  It  was 
opened  with  429  volumes  upon  its  shelves.  In  1866,  the  Harvard 
Agricultural  Society  gave  its  collection,  amounting  to  113, volumes, 
to  increase  the  free  library.  The  town's  annual  appropriation  is 
now  $100  and  the  refunded  dog  tax;  or  in  all  about  $300.  For 
six  years  the  books  were  kept  in  a  building  occupied  for  mercan- 
tile purposes,  and  for  twenty  years  in  the  house  of  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Harrod,  who  served  as  librarian  during  that  period. 

In  1882  Mrs.  A.  J.  Sawyer  bequeathed  nearly  the  whole  of  her 
estate  to  the  use  of  the  library,  under  the  direction  of  trustees 
chosen  by  herself  (Edwin  A.  Hildreth  and  Andrew  Fairbank). 
For  several  years  no  use  was  made  of  this  fund,  the  interest  being 
allowed  to   accumulate.      In   1885   Hon.    Edward  Lawrence  of 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES-  167 

Charlestown,  a  native  of  Harvard,  bequeathed  $5,000  to  the  use 
of  the  library,  —  $1,000  to  be  expended  immediately  for  books 
of  reference,  $4,000  to  be  invested,  the  income  only  to  be  used 
in  the  purchase  of  books,  provided  that  ''suitable  accommodations 
were  provided  for  their  reception  and  care." 

The  trustees  of  the  Sawyer  fund,  recognizing  the  necessity  for 
a  library  building,  came  forward  and  offered  to  unite  with  the 
town  in  providing  a  suitable  edifice.  At  the  annual  meeting  held 
in  March,  1886,  an  appropriation  of  $3,500  was  made,  and  with 
an  equal  sum  given  by  the  trustees  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
building  committee,  consisting  of  seven  persons.  Plans  presented 
by  William  Channing  Whitney  were  chosen,  and  from  them  the 
building  was  constructed.  As  the  work  advanced  it  was  found 
that  the  appropriation  was  insufficient,  whereupon  Mr.  Wan*en 
Hapgood  added  $2,600,  and  the  building  was  completed  and  fur- 
nished at  a  total  cost  of  $10,472.71.  It  was  formally  dedicated 
June  22,  1887,  and  occupied  in  July  of  the  same  year.  The  post- 
office  occupies  one  room  in  the  building.  On  the  wall  of  the 
vestibule  are  two  tablets  dedicated  by  ''Harvard  to  her  brave  sons 
who  fought  for  the  Union  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.*'  The  book 
room  has  a  capacity  of  12,000  volumes. 

In  1890  Mary  A.  Brackett  gave  $100  in  books  of  her  own 
selection,  as  a  memorial  of  Mary  Hersey,  her  relative.  The  same 
year  Sarah  H.  Crocker  suggested  the  desirability  of  a  card  cata- 
logue, and  generously  offered  to  bear  a  portion  of  the  expense. 
The  town  and  the  Sawyer  trustees  united  with  Miss  Crocker,  and 
the  catalogue  was  made  and  the  books  more  conveniently  arranged 
during  this  and  the  following  year,  1891.  The  present  trustees 
are:  Warren  H.  Fairbank,  Emogen  A.  Gale,  Ann  M.  Harrod, 
Frederic  W.  Batcman,  Ellen  Gamage  and  Edwin  A.  Hildreth. 
The  librarian  is  Miss  Estelle  E.  Willard. 

Population,  1895,  1,162 ;  valuation,  $1,058,891 ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,286;  cirqulation,  5,145. 

HABWIOH. 

The  Brooks  Free  Library  of  Harwich  was  established  in  1879,  a 
gift  to  the  town  by  Henry  C.  Brooks,  a  native  of  Harwich.  It 
occupies  a  large  hall  in  Brooks'  block,  a  wooden  building  built  in 
1878  at  a  cost  of  $7,000.  The  block,  which  is  owned  by  the 
Brooks  estate,  also  contains  stores  and  offices,  the  rent  of  which  is 
used  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  library  in  part,  the  town  annually 
appropriating  $200.  The  Brooks  Library  Association  was  incor- 
porated in  March,  1896.     About  1,500  volumes  were  given  as  a 
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nucleus  of  the  library  by  the  founder,  and  liberal  donations  were 
received  from  Obed  Brooks,  Sidney  Brooks,  Pliny  Nickerson  and 
Stephen  G.  Davis.  A  collection  of  all  the  Rogers  statuettes,  the 
gift  of  Pliny  Nickerson  of  Boston,  occupies  a  special  room.  There 
is  a  card  catalogue,  and  accession  lists  are  posted.  The  library  is 
open  on  Saturday  afternoons  from  1.30  to  5.30.  The  annual  ex- 
penditure for  administration  is  S75.  A  board  of  trustees  is  elected 
each  year  by  the  association.  The  present  members  are:  Rev. 
RufuB  B.  Tobey,  Frank  D.  Underwood,  Alton  P.  Goss,  Alphonso 
Weeks,  Chester  Snow,  Charles  E.  Brett  and  Miss  Sarah  G. 
Brooks.     Miss  Phosa  C.  Tobey  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,532;  valuation,  81,204,051;  volumes, 
1898,  2,380;  ckculation,  2,230. 

HATFmiiD. 

The  Hatfield  Public  Library  was  formed  in  1868  by  the  union 
of  an  agricultural  library,  a  proprietary  library  and  a  social 
library,  —  the  last-named  having  been  founded  by  a  gift  of  $500 
from  Miss  Sophia  Smith,  who  in  after  years  became  the  founder 
of  Smith  College.  These  libraries  were  all  given  to  the  town 
upon  condition  that  they  should  form  a  free  library  and  that  the 
town  would  make  an  annual  appropriation  for  its  support.  This 
the  town  has  done  cheerfully,  and  the  advantages  of  the  library 
are  highly  valued  by  the  inhabitants.  The  present  yearly  appro- 
priation is  $300.  The  library  has  no  permanent  fund,  and  is 
wholly  supported  by  taxation.  It  occupied  a  suitable  and  con- 
venient room  in  the  building  of  Smith  Academy,  until  the  spring 
of  1894,  when  it  was  removed  to  the  Dickinson  Memorial  Hall. 
This  is  a  fire-proof,  two-storied  building  of  brick,  with  granite 
foundations,  presented  to  the  town  by  Samuel  Huntington  Dickin- 
son, a  native  resident  of  Hatfield  and  a  du'ect  descendant  of  its 
earliest  settler,  Nathaniel  Dickinson.  Mr.  Dickinson  died  April 
6,  1898,  unmarried,, leaving  his  large  estate  to  various  charities. 
The  Memorial  Hall  which  perpetuates  his  name  cost  913,000,  the 
amount  of  his  donation.  To  this  the  town  added  $1,500  for  heat- 
ing plant,  furniture,  shelving,  etc.  At  the  right  of  the  entrance 
hall  is  a  room  for  the  display  and  preservation  of  objects  of  his* 
torical  interest,  and  on  the  left  is  another  for  the  use  of  town 
ofiQcers.  The  upper  fioor,  lighted  chiefly  by  a  skylight,  is  devoted 
to  library  uses. 

The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  are  given  special  facilities  to 
draw  books  for  the  use  of  their  pupils.  The  library  has  a  card 
catalogue,  but  no  printed  one.     It  is  open  Saturday  afternoon  and . 
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evening.  The  annual  expense  of  administration  is  about  975.  It 
is  managed  by  a  committee  of  three,  chosen  annually  by  the  town, 
and  the  present  members  are :  Rev.  Robert  M.  Woods,  Mrs.  C. 
K.  Masters  and  John  H.  Sanderson.  The  librarian  is  John  H. 
Sanderson. 

Population,    1895,     1,262;    valuation    $1,057,109;    volumes, 
1898,  4,860 ;  circulation,  6,020. 

HAVEBHIIili. 

The  Haverhill  Public  Library  was  founded  by  the  Hon.  E.  J. 
M.  Hale,  who  purchased  land  for  the  purpose  as  early  as  1866, 
and  Jan.  29,  1873,  submitted  to  the  city  council  a  proposition  that 
the  mayor  and  city  council  select  and  appoint,  each  for  the  term 
of  his  natural  life,  six  gentlemen,  who,  with  the  acting  mayor  of 
the  city,  for  the  time  being,  as  chairman,  should  constitute  a  board 
of  trustees  to  receive  aU  conveyances  of  real  estate,  money,  dona- 
tions and  funds  that  may  be  delivered  to  them,  or  into  their  keep- 
ing or  control  in  trust  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  main- 
taining a  public  library.  When  such  board  was  constituted,  he 
proposed  to  convey  to  them  the  land  for  the  site  of  a  building,  and 
to  give  $30,000  in  money,  on  condition  that  the  further  sum  of 
$80,000  should  be  raised  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  city  should 
assume  and  bear  the  current  expenses  of  the  library,  grounds  and 
appurtenances,  after  the  library  building  should  be  completed  and 
furnished.  This  generous  proposition  was  accepted  by  the  city, 
the  needed  money  was  raised  by  subscription,  and  the  building 
was  completed,  with  all  its  furnishings,  at  an  expenditure  of  about 
$49,000,  and  was  dedicated  Nov.  11,  1875.  The  building  is 
constmcted  of  brick  with  freestone  trimmings,  and  its  present 
shelf  capacity  id  70,000,  though  this  can  be  materially  increased. 
In  addition  to  his  other  gifts,  Mr.  Hale  bequeathed  $100,000  as  a 
fund  for  the  library.  This  fund  was  divided  into  two  parts  of 
$50,000  each,  one  of  which  was  to  be  invested  by  the  city  govern- 
ment and  the  accruing  interest  to  be  used  for  the  current  expenses 
of  the  library,  and  the  other  part  was  to  be  invested  and  the 
income  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books.  Mr.  James  £. 
Gale,  who  had  been  a  constant  benefactor  to  the  library,  upon 
bis  death,  in  August,  1888,  bequeathed  to  it  $15,000,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  interest  should  be  annually  added  to  the  principal 
untU  the  amount  of  $20,000  was  reached,  and  then  the  income 
should  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  costly  books  relating  to  the 
fine  arts,  antiquities,  etc.  Hon.  James  H.  Carleton  left  by  will 
$15,000,  in  1893,  to  the  library,  but  no  part  of  this  has  been  as 
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yet  received.  In  February,  1897,  a  legacy  of  8692  was  received 
from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Flint,  and  with  it  was  bought  a 
fine  collection  of  the  engravings  published  by  the  Arundel  Society 
of  London. 

The  city  makes  an  annual  appropriation  of  the  dog  tax,  and 
such  other  amount  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  library  which  are  not  provided  for  by  the  sources  of  income 
noted  above.  The  amount  thus  directly  appropriated  from  the 
city  treasury  averages  about  $3,500  per  annum.  In  1875  the 
trustees,  by  paying  the  indebtedness  of  the  Haverhill  Library 
Association,  acquired  the  books,  furniture  and  other  property 
owned  by  it. 

The  use  of  the  library  is  wholly  free  to  all  inhabitants  of  six- 
teen years  of  age  and  upwards,  who,  in  writing,  promise  to 
observe  the  rules ;  and  to  those  between  twelve  and  sixteen  years 
of  age,  whose  parents  or  guardians  guarantee  the  proper  care  and 
safe  return  of  the  books.  Each  teacher  in  the  public  schools  is 
allowed,  in  addition  to  a  personal  card,  four  teacher's  cards ;  with 
these,  four  books  may  be  borrowed  at  one  time,  to  be  used  as 
helps  in  explaining  the  many  topics  that  come  up  for  considera- 
tion ;  and  the  librarian  and  his  assistants  are  assiduous  and  atten- 
tive to  the  wants  of  pupils,  helping  them  in  the  consultation  of 
encyclopedias,  maps  and  other  works  of  reference,  and  advising 
them  in  the  selection  of  books  for  reading.  Every  school,  from 
the  fourth  grade  up,  is  supplied  with  fifteen  books,  which  are 
exchanged  every  month ;  and  the  schools  in  the  districts  are  sup- 
plied with  fifty  volumes,  to  be  exchanged  every  six  months.  The 
library  has  one  branch  where  the  books  are  loaned  daily,  and  two 
branches  where  the  loans  are  made  weekly.  The  recent  annex- 
ation of  Bradford  adds  another  branch,  and  brings  with  it  a  library 
of  over  4,000  volumes.     Here  the  loans  are  made  daily. 

The  library  has  been  fortunate  in  having  for  its  librarian, 
from  the  beginning,  Edward  Capen,  who  was  librarian  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library  from  1852  to  1874.  He  has  an  accom- 
plished lady  assistant,  and  there  are  two  other  lady  assistants  and 
a  janitor,  the  cost  of  administration  being  about  $4,450  per  annum, 
in  addition  to  interest  of  fund  and  the  dog  tax.  The  library  has 
a  card  catalogue  and  a  printed  catalogue,  issued  in  1878,  which 
has  been  supplemented  by  bulletins  of  additions  published  in  1880, 
1888  and  1893.  The  board  of  six  trustees,  chosen  for  life  in  the 
manner  indicated  by  Mr.  Hale,  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur 
in  their  number.  The  members  at  present  are :  Hon.  Edwin  H. 
Moulton,  mayor ;  R.  Stuart  Chase,  treasurer ;  John  L.  Hobson, 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  161 

Dudley  Porter,  Albert  L.  Bartlett,  secretai7;  George  C.  How 
and  George  H.  Carleton. 

The  Bradford  Library  Association  owes  its  existence  to  the 
efforts  of  Dr.  William  Ck>gswell,  who  interested  the  citizens  of  the 
town,  and  did  much  to  secure  the  necessaiy  funds.  Its  charter 
was  obtained  by  S.  W.  Hopkinson  (Acts  of  1890,  chapter  221). 
The  corporation  consists  of  ^^not  more  than  fifty  nor  less  than 
thirty  members,"  the  selectmen  and  school  committee  of  the  town 
being  members  ex-officio.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  nine 
trustees,  chosen  by  the  corporation,  which  now  consists  of :  Rev. 
J.  D.  Kingsbury,  D.D.,  president;  James  H.  Durgin,  Mrs.  M. 
De  M.  Gage,  secretary ;  Charles  L.  Bly,  Hersey  G.  Palfrey,  Mrs.. 
C.  F.  Everett,  Dr.  F.  W.  Anthony,  Francis  H.  Pearl  and  Mrs^ 
N.  G.  Kimball. 

The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  in  rooms  rented  in  a 
dwelling-house,  on  Jan.  28,  1892,  with  a  free  public  reading-room, 
subscriptions  from  citizens  and  others  then  amounting  to  about 
$3,600.  It  is  still  kept  in  those  rooms.  Twenty-one  hundred 
books  were  placed  on  the  shelves,  and  36  magazines  and  4  daily 
papers  were  displayed  in  the  reading-room.  Books  were  issued 
three  days  in  the  week,  but  the  reading-room  was  open  every 
week-day. 

Donations  of  books  were  received  from  various  sources.  Gen. 
Wm.  Cogswell,  M.C.  for  Essex  County,  gave  his  own  set  of  the 
official  history  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  numbering  over  100 
volumes,  with  maps  and  charts,  and  Hon.  W.  H.  Moody  gave  his 
set  of  the  official  hi8toi7  of  the  navy  in  the  rebellion.  In  1892  the 
town  of  Bradford  voted  the  dog  tax,  with  an  additional  appropria- 
tion sufficient  to  increase  the  sum  to  $500,  for  the  support  of  the 
library.  In  1896  this  sum  was  increased  to  $600  by  vote  of  the 
town.  The  Ladies  Library  Association  and  organizations  of 
young  people,  by  entertainments  and  subscriptions,  furnished  the 
additional  means  to  carry  on  the  work.  In  May,  1892,  a  fund,  to 
be  called  the  Warren  Ordway  fund,  was  given  by  Mrs.  Caroline 
6.  Ordway  and  Herbert  I.  Ordway,  amounting  to  $2,500,  the 
interest  only  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  of  permanent 
value,  excluding  modern  fiction,  and  giving  preference  to  works 
dealing  with  the  earlier  local  history  of  the  town,  including  books, 
papers,  manuscripts  and  pictures.  This  fund  reverts  to  the  donors 
or  their  heirs  if  at  any  time  the  library  ceases  to  be  maintained  as 
a  free  circulating  library,  or  as  a  branch,  in  the  compact  part  of 
the  present  town  of  Bradford. 

In  September,  189 6,  the  trustees,  co-operating  with  the  super- 
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intendent  of  schools,  adopted  a  regulation  with  regard  to  loaning 
books  to  public  schools,  a  copy  of  which  follows:  ^'Teachera  in 
the  public  schools  may  draw  books,  not  exceeding  in  number  20 
at  one  time,  for  use  in  the  public  schools,  with  the  privilege  of 
placing  them  in  the  hands  of  their  pupils  for  home  reading ;  the 
teachers,  however,  being  responsible  to  the  library  for  the  proper 
care  of  the  books.  Books  so  issued  may  be  retained  four  weeks, 
with  the  privilege  of  renewal  for  one  week ;  such  books  being  in 
addition  to  those  drawn  by  the  teachers  for  their  personal  use. 
These  books  to  be  selected  only  from  the  list  submitted  by  the 
superintendent  of  schools,  as  it  may  be  amended  from  time  to  time, 
the  trustees  reserving  the  right  to  strike  off  books  from  the  list, 
if  they  consider  it  desirable  to  do  so." 

The  librarian  has  spared  no  pains  or  time  in  furnishing  infor- 
mation to  persons  seeking  it,  by  placing  the  resources  of  the  library 
at  their  disposal.  But  for  her  earnest,  persistent  and  untiring 
laboi-s,  the  library  could  not  have  become  so  great  a  factor  among 
the  people  as  it  is  to-day,  nor  could  our  schools  have  made  the 
progress  they  have  made  in  the  last  three  years. 

By  vote  of  the  town  of  Bradford  and  city  of  Haverhill,  the 
two  were  united  on  Jan.  1,  1897.  The  control  of  the  library 
remained  in  the  hands  of  its  trustees  until  June  1,  1897,  when, 
having  no  longer  the  necessary  funds  for  its  support,  it  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  tnistees  of  the  Haverhill  Public  Library,  according 
to  Acts  and  Resolves  of  1897,  chapter  170,  the  trustees  of  Brad- 
ford Library  Association  reserving  the  principal  of  the  Warren 
Ordway  fund  and  all  its  books  of  record  and  account.  The  asso- 
ciation continues  its  organization,  with  meetings  of  the  trustees 
subject  to  the  call  of  its  president,  and  the  regular  annual  meeting 
of  membera.  From  June  1,  1897,  the  library  has  been  open  as 
usual,  in  charge  of  the  same  librarian,  Miss  Kate  E.  Johnson,  as 
a  branch  of  Haverhill  Public  Library.* 

Population,  1896,  Haverhill,  30,209 ;  Bradford,  4,786 ;  valua- 
tion,  Haverhill,  $21,510,129;  Bradford,  $2,758,323;  volumes, 
1898,  65,911,  including  over  4,000  in  Bradford  branch  library ; 
circulation,  105,315;  that  of  Bradford  being  (average  for  five 
years)  20,075. 

*  The  above  sketch  of  the  Bradford  library  was  faniisbed  bj  Mrs.  Martha  De  M. 
Gage,  secretary  of  trastees,  Bradford  Library  Association. 
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HAWIjBY. 

The  town  of  Hawley  accepted  the  provisiong  of  chapter  847  of 
the  Acts  of  1890  in  April,  1898,  and  was  furnished  by  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission  with  $100  worth  of  books  as  the 
foundation  of  a  free  library.  The  town  appropriates  815  annually 
for  the  purchase  of  books.  Half  of  the  volumes  are  kept  in  Haw- 
ley and  half  in  West  Hawley,  the  villages  being  five  miles  apart. 
They  are  kept  in  the  post-office  buildings,  and  the  librarians'  ser- 
vices are  gratuitous.  From  time  to  time  the  two  villages  exchange 
books.  The  libraries  are  open  on  Saturday  afternoons.  The 
town  elects  three  trustees,  the  present  officials  being:  Adna  C. 
Bissell,  Willis  Vincent  and  £.  L.  Eldridge.  Mrs.  Florence  S. 
Btssell  is  librarian  at  Hawley  and  Mrs.  Willis  Vincent  at  West 
Hawley. 

Population,  1895,  468;  valuation,  $147,522;  volumes,  1898, 
540 ;  circulation,  400. 


The  Heath  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  for  public  use  July 
17,  1894,  the  town  having  voted  in  1898  to  accept  the  provisions 
of  the  library  act  of  1890,  and  having  received  $100  woi*th  of 
books,  selected  as  a  foundation  for  the  library  by  the  Free  Public 
Library  Commission.  The  annual  appropriation  for  its  support 
made  by  the  town  is  $15.  There  is  also  available  the  income  of  a 
permanent  fund  of  $500,  called  the  Maxwell  fund,  because  pre- 
sented to  the  library  by  the  heirs  of  George  Maxwell,  late  of 
Eockville,  Conn.  The  books  left  of  two  school-district  libraries 
were  incorporated  with  the  new  library. 

In  1897  a  two-story  wooden  building,  thirty-six  by  twenty- 
eight  feet  in  plan,  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $1 ,400,  to  serve  as  a 
home  for  the  library  and  for  other  town  uses.  The  chief  part  of 
the  expense  was  met  by  a  general  subscription  among  friends  of 
the  library,  the  most  noteworthy  contributions  being  $500 
from  Elsworth  Sawyer  of  Phillipston,  $100  from  William  Snow 
of  Westchester,  N.  Y.,  and  $25  from  John  Leavett  of  Waterton, 
Iowa.  Mrs.  F.  £.  Welch  was  a  liberal  donor,  and  active  in  ob- 
taining the  necessary  funds  for  the  building.  The  town  appro- 
priated $400,  which  was  devoted  to  a  fire-proof  vault  for  town 
records  and  a  room  for  the  town  officers. 

The  library  is  open  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings,  and  the 
annual  cost  of  administration  is  $24.  The  trustees,  three  in  num- 
ber, elected  for  the  usual  terms,  are :  Mrs.  Martha  Barber,  Mrs. 
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Felicia  E.  Welch  and  Walter  E.  Kinsman.    The  librarian  is  Henry 
Kirk  Smith. 

Population,  1895,  476;   valuation,  $189,200;  volumes,  1898, 
612 ;  circulation,  399. 


In  1868  the  late  Hon.  Albert  Fearing  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  pur- 
chased two  adjoining  lots  of  land  on  Main  Street  in  the  central 
part  of  the  town,  and  erected  thereon  a  building  for  a  public 
library.  The  building  was  completed  and  furnished  at  an  expense 
of  about  $15,000,  and  was  publicly  dedicated  on  Monday,  July  5, 
of  the  following  year.  At  the  time  of  the  dedication  Mr.  Fearing 
presented  to  the  library  the  sum  of  $5,000  to  serve  as  a  foundation 
for  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  devoted  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  institution.  This  fund  he  subsequently  in- 
creased by  a  gift  of  $10,000,  and  at  his  decease,  which  occurred 
May  27,  1875,  he  bequeathed  a  still  further  sum  of  $10,000,  thus 
making  the  permanent  fund  contributed  by  him  $25,000,  and 
making  an  aggregate  of  about  $41,000  which  he  had  given  to  his 
native  town  for  the  pui*poses  of  establishing  the  public  library. 

On  the  night  of  Jan.  3,  1879,  the  building,  with  its  entire  con- 
tents, was  burned,  nothing  being  saved  except  such  few  books  as 
happened  to  be  in  the  hands  of  bon'owers  at  the  time.  The  loss 
was  a  very  severe  one,  as  many  books,  records  and  other  matters 
of  local  as  well  as  general  interest  were  destroyed  with  the  build- 
ing, and  could  not  be  replaced.  The  present  structure  was 
immediately  erected  on  the  same  site,  and  was  formally  opened  on 
April  5,  1880.  The  late  Hon.  Amasa  Whiting,  formerly  one  of 
the  trustees,  furnished  a  portion  of  the  upper  story  as  an  art 
gallery,  in  which  there  is  now  a  collection  of  paintings,  including 
a  portrait  of  Mr.  Whiting. 

Since  the  opening  in  1869  the  library  has  received  many 
donations  of  money,  books,  pictures  and  other  gifts,  valuable  and 
appropriate  to  such  an  institution.  ,The  First  Social  Library, 
founded  in  1771  at  Hingham  Centre,  gave  its  books  and  records 
to  the  library  in  1869,  but  nearly  all  were  burned  with  the  build- 
ing. The  Second  Social  Library  (founded  in  1773)  was  dissolved 
in  1891,  and  all  its  books  and  records  were  given  to  the  library. 
The  sum  of  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  books  was  contributed  by 
Ebed  L.  Ripley,  E.  Waters  Burr,  John  R.  Brewer  and  Charles  B. 
Barnes,  jointly,  shortly  after  the  new  building  was  erected.  The 
late  William  Leavitt  of  Cambridge  made  a  bequest  of  $2,000,  the 
income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.     Through  the  gener- 
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osity  of  the  late  Fearing  Burr  the  library  has  been  very  fortunate  in 
being  able  to  procure  a  full  file  of  the  newspapers  published  in  the 
town  since  1827,  the  first  set  having  been  burned  with  the  building 
in  1879.  Mr.  Burr  also  provided  the  library  with  a  telescope, 
collection  of  medallions  and  other  relics  and  curios.  One  of  the 
most  valuable  gifts  is  a  large  collection  of  geological  specimens, 
presented  by  the  late  Thomas  T.  Bouv6.  Mr.  Bouv6  was  during 
bis  life  an  enthusiastic  geologist,  and  was  looked  upon  as  an 
authority  on  that  subject.  The  collection  which  he  gave  occupies 
two  rooms  in  the  upper  story,  and  was  very  carefully  classified  by 
him.  A  collection  of  insects,  flowers,  minerals,  etc.,  made  by  the 
pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  sent  to  the  World's  Fair  at 
Chicago,  has  been  deposited  in  the  building. 

(The  library  has  a  reading-room  provided  with  a  large  number 
of  magazines  and  periodicals,  and  also  a  very  well-equipped  ref- 
erence department  in  a  room  specially  provided  for  that  purpose, 
for  the  use  of  the  scholars  of  the  public  schools  and  such  others 
as  may  desire  to  use  it.  .  The  building  is  open  daily  from  2  to  6 
and  7  to  8  P.M.,  to  the  public  and  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  over  fifteen  years  of  age ;  and  others,  to  whom  the  trustees 
may  see  fit  to  extend  the  privilege,  can  take  books. 

There  are  nearly  2,500  cards  issued  by  the  library,  and  the 
number  of  books  taken  out  annually  amounts  to  13,148.  These 
nombers  may  seem  small,  but,  when  we  consider  that  Hingham 
has  a  population  of  only  about  5,000,  it  certainly  speaks  very 
well  for  the  literary  tastes  of  the  town.  The  percentages  of  books 
borrowed  are  as  follows :  fiction,  79.14;  historical,  3.44;  litera- 
ture, 4.80;  biography,  4.82;  and  miscellaneous  subjects,  8.80. 

In  1886  there  was  issued  a  printed  catalogue  of  all  books  at 
that  time  in  the  library,  and,  while  no  regular  bulletins  of  acces- 
sions are  issued,  a  list  of  all  the  newly  acquired  books  is  pub- 
lished from  time  to  time  in  the  '^  Hingham  Journal."  Thei'e  is  a 
card  catalogue,  in  which  each  book  is  indexed  twice,  —  once  under 
the  name  of  the  author  and  again  under  the  title  of  the  book. 

When  the  library  was  established,  it  was  governed  by  a  board 
of  trustees  consisting  of  fifteen  members,  who  were  appointed  by 
Mr.  Fearing  in  his  deed  of  gift.  This  board  continued  in  exist- 
ence until  1872,  when  the  Hingham  Public  Library  was  duly  made 
a  corporation  by  a  special  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 
By  this  act  the  number  of  trustees  was  continued  the  same,  and 
the  old  trustees  continued  in  the  same  capacity,  new  ones  being 
admitted  only  upon  the  decease  of  the  original  members.  Of  the 
original  members,  there  are  at  present :  Quincy  Bicknell,  Lincoln 
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Fearing,  William  Fearing,  2d,  Arthur  Lincoln  and  Elijah  Shate, 
still  active  members.  The  following  have  been  chosen  to  fill 
vacancies  caused  by  death :  Henry  W.  Cashing,  Elmer  L.  Cur- 
tiss,  Hawkes  Fearing,  Frederic  M.  Hersey,  Hon.  John  D.  Long, 
Edward  B.  Pratt,  Ebed  L.  Ripley,  Jacob  O.  Sanborn,  J.  Win- 
throp  Spooner,  M.D.,  and  Morris  F.  Whiton.  The  oflScers  ai-e: 
Jacob  O.  Sanborn,  president ;  Hawkes  Fearing,  clerk  and  libra- 
rian ;  William  Fearing,  2d,  treasurer. 

Hingham  appropriates  $100  to  the  Nantasket  library- 
Population,    1895,    4,819;    valuation,    $4,823,319;    volumes, 
1898,  10,500;  circulation,  13,143. 

HINSDALB. 

The  public  library  in  Hinsdale  was  founded  by  a  bequest  of 
$5,000,  made  by  Mary  Robinson  Plunkett,  who  died  July  16, 
1864,  and  who  was  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Kinsley  Twining. 
The  Public  Library  Association  of  Hinsdale  was  incorporated  by 
chapter  22  of  the  Acts  of  1867,  with  authority  to  hold  real  and 
personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  $50,000,  and  the  management 
was  vested  in  a  board  of  not  less  than  five  directors,  elected  by 
the  corporation.  The  president  of  Williams  College  is  a  director 
ex'Offlcio,  and  a  majority  of  the  remaining  directors  must  be  citizens 
of  Hinsdale.  The  money  from  the  bequest  was  all  used  for  the 
purchase  of  books,  and  in  1867  a  library  building  was  erected,  at 
a  cost  of  $20,000,  and  given  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Plunkett,  T.  K. 
Plunkett,  G.  T.  Plunkett,  Rev.  Kinsley  Twining  and  W.  A. 
Taylor.  The  site  was  given  by  C.  T.  Kittredge.  The  architect 
was  Leopold  Eidleitz  of  New  York  City.  The  library  was  opened 
Jan.  1,  1868,  with  2,500  volumes,  and  was  supported  by  the  pay- 
ment of  $1  annually  by  members,  and  by  the  appropriation  of  the 
refunded  dog  tax  by  the  town.  The  membership  the  first  year 
was  149.  By  chapter  96  of  the  Acts  of  1881  provision  was  made 
for  the  election  of  three  additional  directors  by  the  town,  which 
was  authorized  to  appropriate  money  for  the  support  of  the  library. 
Since  that  time  the  use  of  the  library  has  been  free  to  all  the 
residents  of  Hinsdale  over  twelve  years  of  age ;  and  the  town  has 
made  an  annual  appropriation,  usually  $200,  in  addition  to  the 
dog  tax,  towards  its  support. 

A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1868,  and  supplements  in 
1881,  1884,  1887  and  1890;  but  in  1897  these  were  abandoned, 
and  a  card  catalogue,  upon  the  Dewey  system  of  classification, 
was  made.  The  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  from  2  to  4  and 
on  Saturdays  from  3  to  7  p.m.     The  annual  cost  of  administration 
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is  $125.  The  present  directors  are:  George  T.  Plunkett,  Rev. 
Kinsley  Twining,  Wm.  A.  Taylor,  C.  J.  Kittredge  and  F.  B. 
Cook,  chosen  by  the  association;  and  Rev.  James  H.  Laird, 
president;  C.  W.  Goodrich  and  James  Hosmer,  elected  by  the 
town.  The  official  librarian  is  James  Hosmer;  acting  librarian, 
P.  R.  Birmingham. 

Population,  1895,  1,650;  valuation,  $742,785;  volumes,  1898, 
4,500;  circulation,  3,722. 

HOLBBOOK. 

The  Holbrook  Public  Library  was  established  in  1874,  from 
a  portion  of  the  donation  of  E.  N.  Holbrook  for  a  town  hall, 
public  library  and  the  liquidation  of  the  town  debt.  It  has  the 
annual  income  of  a  fund  of  $3,000,  which  is  invested  at  five  per 
cent. ;  and  the  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation,  which  averages 
about  $600,  besides  applying  the  dog  fund,  about  $300  more,  to 
its  support.  It  occupies  a  library  and  reading-room  in  the  town 
house,  and  is  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  town  over  ten  years  of  age. 
Each  teacher  in  the  public  schools  is  allowed  four  borrowing  cards 
for  school  use.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  three  trustees,  one 
of  whom  is  chosen  annually  by  the  town,  to  serve  for  the  term 
of  three  years. 

A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1880  and  a  supplement  in 
1887.  Lists  of  accessions  are  occasionally  issued.  It  is  open  each 
secular  day,  from  9.30  to  10.30  a.m.,  and  3.30  to  9  p.m.  The 
annual  cost  of  administration  is  $300. 

Feb.  28,  1898,  the  library,  which  then  numbered  nearly  8,000 
volumes,  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire,  for  which  an  insurance  of 
$5,000  was  recovered.  This  is  the  second  time  the  Holbrook 
library  has  been  burned.  The  former  fire  occurred  Dec.  25,  1877, 
when  the  loss  was  total,  and  an  insurance  of  $3,500  recovered. 
An  entirely  new  collection  of  books  hbs  been  bought,  and  a  card 
catal<^e  made,  using  the  Dewey  system.  It  was  opened  to  the 
public  June  11,  1898.  The  present  trustees  are:  John  Underhay, 
Anthony  G.  Hanna  and  Mrs.  E.  Everett  Holbrook.  Zenas  A. 
French  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,298;  valuation,  $1,360,223;  volumes, 
1898,  3,500;  circulation,  1,139. 

HOIjDBN. 

The  Holden  Library  Association  was  organized  Oct.  4,  1876. 
Col.  I.  N.  Ross  was  chosen  president,  H.  B.  Morse  vice-president, 
Wm.  D.  Chenery  seci'etary  and  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Phelps 
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librarian,  a  position  which  she  filled  daring  the  history  of  the 
association.  Funds  for  its  support  were  raised  by  subscription, 
and  by  an  annual  assessment  of  its  members.  The  books  were 
widely  circulated  and  read,  and  the  library  was  a  worthy  precursor 
of  the  present  public  library.  The  constitution  provided  for  the 
transfer  of  its  books  to  the  town  when  a  public  library  should 
be  established,  and  the  offer  was  accepted  by  the  town  Sept.  26, 
1888. 

In  1888  the  Hon.  S.  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis  presented  to  the 
town  of  Holden,  of  which  town  Mrs.  Gale  is  a  native,  a  two-story 
stone  building,  as  tasteful  and  commodious  in  its  appointments  as 
it  is  massive  and  solid  in  its  structure.  The  upper  story  accom- 
modates the  high  school,  the  lower  is  devoted  to  the  library. 
There  are  four  rooms  for  the  library,  —  the  book  room,  the  de- 
livery room,  the  reading-room  and  the  storage  room.  The  book 
room  is  at  present  shelved  for  about  6,000  volumes,  but  could  be 
made  to  contain  at  least  20,000.  The  building  cost  about  $50,000. 
Besides  the  building,  which  bears  the  name  of  the  ^'  Damon  Memo- 
rial," Mr.  Gale  gave  $3,000  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  1,400 
volumes  were  given  by  the  association.  The  library  is  called,  in 
view  of  the  generosity  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gale,  "The  Gale  Free 
Library."  Its  use  is  entirely  free  to  all  residents  of  the  town 
above  twelve  years  old.  It  is  supported  entirely  by  direct  appro- 
priation from  the  town  treasury,  at  least  $200  being  annually 
expended  for  books  and  periodicals.  The  salaries  of  librarian 
and  janitor  and  other  necessary  charges  make  the  annual  expense 
of  administration  from  $700  to  $900. 

There  is  a  card  catalogue  both  of  authors  and  df  subjects.  A 
printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  April,  1890.  This  is  supplemented 
annually  by  a  list  of  accessions  printed  in  the  town  reports.  The 
library  and  reading-room  are  open  Tuesday,  Friday  and  Saturday 
afternoons,  and  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  evenings.  Under 
direction  of  the  principal,  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  have  free 
access  at  all  times  to  the  library,  and  all  the  teachers  of  the  town 
are  allowed  and  encouraged  to  take  out  books  for  the  use  of  their 
schools.  Valuable  mineralogical  collections,  made  by  Mr.  J.  R. 
Bailey,  have  been  presented  to  the  library.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  trustees  to  make  these  collections  the  nucleus  of  a  museum,  to 
be  maintained  in  connection  with  the  library  and  reading-room. 
The  building  is  called  the  "Damon  Memorial,"  in  honor  of  the 
Damon  family,  of  which  Mrs.  Gale  was  a  member. 

Branch  distribution  stations  have  been  established  at  Jefferson 
and  Quinapoxet,  thereby  increasing  the  circulation.     Every  effort 
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is  made  to  encourage  oor  citizens  in  asking  for  information,  and 
no  pains  is  spared  to  meet  every  reqaest  of  such  a  character. 

Means  are  now  afforded  the  trustees  by  which  the  reading-room 
and  main  library  room  will  be  made  more  beautiful  by  the  addition 
of  works  of  art.  As  the  years  pass  the  building  and  grounds 
become  more  attractive,  the  influence  of  the  library  is  more  notice- 
able, and  its  most  sanguine  friends  have  every  reason  to  be  proud 
and  satisfied,  in  view  of  what  it  has  accomplished.  Its  ready 
support  by  the  town,  the  attachment  manifested  by  the  pupils  of 
the  high  school  for  it,  and  the  general  appreciation  of  it  and  its 
work  are  evidence  of  its  firm  hold  upon  the  citizens  of  the  town. 

When  the  library  was  accepted,  the  town  chose  as  trustees 
Messrs.  Waldo  E.  Austin,  D.  F.  Estes,  A.  K.  Learned,  Chas.  E. 
Parker,  Emory  Rogers  and  H.  W.  Warren,  four  of  whom  still 
continue  in  office ;  Rev.  Thos.  E.  Babb  and  Stillman  A.  Morse 
have  succeeded  Messrs.  Estes  and  Warren.  The  first  librarian, 
Miss  Addie  M.  Holden,  continues  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that 
office  with  increasing  efficiency  and  credit. 

Population,  1895,  2,602;  valuation,  $1,197,773;  volumes, 
1898,  4,686 ;  circulation,  6,845. 

HOLLAND. 

The  town  of  Holland  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of 
the  Acts  of  1890  in  1892,  and  books  to  the  value  of  $100  were 
sent  by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  in  May  of  that  year, 
as  the  foundation  of  its  free  library.  The  yearly  appropriation  is 
(16.50,  and  the  annual  cost  of  administration  is  $15.  The  books 
are  kept  in  a  room  of  the  town  house,  and  are  accessible  to  the 
public  on  Fridays  from  4  to  6  p.m.  Three-fourths  of  the  volumes 
in  the  library  have  been  given  by  the  State  and  individual  donors. 
The  three  trustees  are :  Rev.  Josiah  G.  Willis,  Francis  Wight  and 
Freeman  B.  Blodgett.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  M.  N.  Willis. 

Population,  1895,  199;  valuation,  $88,598;  volumes,  1898, 
400;  circulation,  166. 

HOLLI8TON. 

The  HoUiston  Public  Library  was  founded  July  19, 1879,  by  the 
gift  of  $1,000  from  Elias  Bullard,  $500  from  Seth  Thayer,  and  the 
appropriation  of  $500  by  the  town.  The  annual  appropriation  for 
its  support  is  the  refunded  dog  tax,  which  was  this  year  $385.  The 
library  has  also  the  income  of  a  fund  of  $1,000.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  $200.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  room  of  the  town 
house,  and  the  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from 
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3  to  5  and  from  6  to  8.30  p.m.  Special  privileges  are  given  to  the 
teachers  of  the  public  schools,  who  may  take  a  larger  namber  of 
books  than  are  allowed  ordinary  takers  and  retain  them  for  a  longer 
period  of  time.  It  has  no  card  catalogue,  but  a  printed  catalogue 
was  issued  in  1895,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  occasionally  pub- 
lished. A  board  of  six  trustees  is  chosen  by  the  town,  of  which 
the  present  members  are:  Rev.  Nicholas  Vander  Pyl,  Rev.  E. 
Isadore  Lindh,  Clement  P.  Dozois,  George  A.  Flagg,  Fred.  C. 
Tenney  and  Josephine  H.  Batchelder.  The  librarian  is  Miss 
Josephine  E.  Rockwood. 

Population,  1895,  2,718;  valuation,  $1,716,820;  volumes^ 
1898,  5,665;  circulation,  13,759. 

HOLYOKE. 

The  Holyoke  Public  Libraiy  was  established  in  1870  by  the 
Library  Association.  The  act  of  incorporation  was  dated  April 
22.  It  is  supported  entirely  by  taxation,  and  is  free  to  all  in- 
habitants of  the  city.  The  annual  appropriation  for  its  support  is 
93,000,  and  it  has  no  permanent  fund  nor  any  other  source  of 
income.  It  occupies  rooms  provided  in  the  city  hall  building. 
It  contains  about  20,000  volumes,  1,600  of  which  were  contributed 
by  the  Hadley  Company,  Lyman  Mills  and  Hampden  Mills,  small 
libraries  which  had  been  previously  used  by  employees  of  these 
corporations.  The  association  is  managed  by  a  board  of  trustees, 
chosen  annually,  —  a  president,  three  vice-presidents,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  five  directors,  with  two  representatives  for  the 
city,  —  the  mayor  and  president  of  the  common  council  ex-offlcio. 
Six  persons  are  employed,  librarian,  two  assistants  and  three  shelf- 
boys,  at  an  annual  cost  of  $1,200.  The  last  printed  catalogue 
was  issued  in  1892 ;  three  accession  lists  have  been  printed  since 
that  time.  There  is  no  card  catalogue.  The  rooms  are  open  to 
the  public  on  every  week-day  from  2  to  9  p.m. 

Not  much  can  be  done  in  special  lines  of  library  work,  for  lack 
of  accommodations.  The  library  is  made  very  useful  to  the 
schools  of  the  higher  grades,  pains  being  taken  to  secure  for  refer- 
ence use  books  helpful  in  supplementary  study.  The  teachers  are 
allowed  10  volumes  for  use  in  the  school-room,  and  can  I'etaiii 
them  for  one  month. 

A  movement  has  recently  been  inaugurated  to  provide  Holyoke 
with  a  suitable  library  building.  The  Holyoke  Water  Power  Com- 
pany has  offered  to  give  a  fine  site  for  a  building,  upon  condition 
that  the  money  for  the  erection  of  the  building  can  be  secured  by 
subscription  or  otherwise.     Already  about    $30,000    has    been 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  171 

secured  by  sabscriptions,  Hon.  William  WhitiDg  giving  €10,000, 
William  Skinner  $10,000,  Parsons  Paper  Company  $8,000, 
Geoi^e  A.  Prentiss  $1,500  and  Hon.  George  N.  Tyner  $1,000. 
It  is  hoped  that  from  $75,000  to  $100,000  maybe  secured,  and 
the  city  will  probably  coDtribute  a  portion  of  the  amount. 

The  present  board  of  management  consists  of:  Hon.  William 
Whiting,  president;  W.  S.  Loomis,  E.  W.  Chapin,  J.  T. 
McElwain,  vice-presidents;  J.  H.  Newton,  H.  L.  Sherman,  Oscar 
Ely,  directors;  H.  A.  Chase,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Miss 
Sarah  £.  Ely  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  40,322;  valuation,  $28,128,968;  volumes, 
1898,  20,391 ;  circulation,  48,777. 

HOPEDALE. 

The  Hopedale  Public  Library  was  opened  for  use  April  28,  1886. 
About  1,270  volumes  were  given  at  the  outset,  the  principal 
donors  being  Rev.  Adin  Ballon,  Gen.  William  F.  Draper,  George 
A.  Draper,  E.  S.  Draper,  Delano  Patrick  and  Mrs.  Goddard. 
The  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation  of  $1,300  and  the  dog 
tax,  about  $170,  for  its  support,  and  it  has  a  fund  of  $1,000  given 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Bancroft,  the  income  from  which  is  devoted 
to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  library  occupies  two  rooms  in  the 
town  house.  It  contains  portraits  of  Rev.  Adin  Ballon  and  George 
Draper.  It  has  a  card  catalogue,  but  no  printed  catalogue  or 
bulletins  have  yet  been  issued.  The  library  is  open  week-days 
from  2  to  5.30  and  from  6.30  to  9  p.m.  The  management  is 
vested  in  a  board  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the 
usual  manner.  The  total  annual  expenditure  is  about  $1,500,  of 
which  about  $600  is  used  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  $100  for 
periodicals.  Every  encouragement  is  given  to  teachers  and 
scholars  to  use  the  library,  many  books  being  procured  for  their 
exclusive  ase  and  special  privileges  granted  them.  The  managing 
board,  elected  by  the  town,  is  now  composed  of  Timothy  Osgood, 
chairman;  Myron  J.  Bigelow;  Frank  H.  French,  secretary  and 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,377;  valuation,  $2,841,825;  volumes, 
1898,  6,302;  circulation,  12,757,  of  which  82  per  cent,  is  fiction. 

HOPKINTON. 

A  library  was  started  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
in  the  town  of  Hopkinton  twenty  or  more  years  ago,  and  it  has 
been  supported  by  private  gifts  and  subscriptions  until  the  present 
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time.  It  was  incorporated  under  the  general  law,  May  26,  1890, 
as  the  Hopkinton  Public  Library,  the  purpose  of  the  corporation 
being  to  maintain  a  public  library  with  reading-rooms  connected 
therewith  in  the  town  of  Hopkinton.  The  corporators  were  Alonzo 
Cobnm,  president ;  Edwin  D.  Thompson,  Abram  Crooks,  Granby 

A.  Bridges,  Augustus  Bridges,  Leroy  L.  Woolson  and  John  C. 
Adams.  These  form  a  board  of  self-perpetuating  trustees,  and 
the  town  has  no  connection  with  the  library. 

Until  1895  the  library  occupied  a  room  in  Highland  block,  where 
it  grew  to  about  2,600  volumes.  The  origin  of  the  collection  in 
1867  was  a  popular  subscription,  when  Lee  Claflin  gave  8500,  ten 
other  gentlemen  $100  each,  and  over  one  hundred  others  gave 
small  contributions.  The  whole  sum  raised  was  $2,200.  A  few 
years  later  the  association  received  legacies  from  Mrs.  Sally  C 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Augustus  Phipps  of  $500  each.  The  bequest  of 
the  latter  remains  a  permanent  fund,  the  interest  being  available 
for  library  uses.  At  the  date  of  incorporation  a  subscription  of 
$100  each  by  thirteen  individuals  relieved  the  association  from 
debt  and  gave  it  a  balance  for  future  use. 

A  proposal  was  received  from  John  Quincy  Adams  of  Wheaton, 
111.,  a  native  of  Hopkinton,  offering  $4,000  towards  the  cost  of  a 
library  building,  if  $10,000  additional  should  be  subscribed,  and 
the  building  erected  within  two  years.  The  requisite  amount  was 
soon  forthcoming,  the  plans  for  the  building  were  contributed  by 
Sanford  Phipps,  a  native  of  the  town,  and  the  edifice  was  com- 
pleted and  dedicated  Jan.  1,  1895.  The  names  of  the  donors  and 
their  contributions  are  as  follows :  John  Quincy  Adams,  $4,000 ; 
James  Adams  Woolson,  $2,500 ;  Nathan  Parker  Cobum  of  New- 
ton, $2,500;  Augustus  N.  Woolson  of  Watertown,  Conn.,  $500; 
Mrs.  Abram  Crooks,  $1,400;  Mrs.  Samuel  Crooks,  $1,000;  Isaac 

B.  Phipps,  $100;  Alfred  Hemenway  of  Boston,  $500;  Alonzo 
Coburn,  $250 ;  Cromwell  McFarland,  $250 ;  Lowell  B.  Maybry, 
$250 ;  Charles  L.  Claflin,  $250 ;  Oliver  B.  Root,  $250 ;  Miss  Maiy 
E.  Putnam,  $125;  Mrs.  Martin  V.  Phipps,  $125.  The  valuable 
lot  upon  which  the  building  is  located  was  given  by  Mrs.  Sarah  £. 
Whittier.  The  new  library  home  is  a  beautiful  two-story  Grothic 
structure,  thirty  feet  by  fifty-five  feet,  built  of  Milford  granite 
with  trimmings  of  buff  stone  from  Ohio.  The  first  floor  contains 
the  reading  and  book  rooms,  shelf  alcoves  with  a  capacity  of 
20,000  volumes,  librarian's  and  toilet  rooms.  The  second  floor  is 
occupied  by  a  lecture  room.  The  inside  finish  is  of  quartered  oak. 
Th^  roof  is  of  Dutch  unglazed  tiles,  —  a  novelty  in  construction 
for  this  country.     A  bronze  tablet  on  the  wall  of  the  vestibule 
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facing  the  entrance  preserves  the  names  of  sons  of  Hopkinton, 
fifty-eight  in  number,  '*  who  died  in  the  service  of  their  country 
in  that  war  which  destroyed  slavery  and  preserved  the  Union." 
In  the  reading-room  are  hung  portraits  of  some  of  Hopkinton's 
benefactors. 

Liberal  gifts  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  of  valu- 
able books  have  been  received  during  the  past  two  years,  and  the 
library  is  fast  extending  its  field  of  usefulness.  Everything  that 
is  possible  is  done  to  make  it  popular  and  valuable  as  an  educator. 
The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $400  per  annum.  The  library 
is  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  from  6  to  9 
P.M.  It  is  free  to  all  residents  not  less  than  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Special  cards  are  issued  for  teachers,  upon  which  they  can  take  out 
four  books  at  one  time.  Public  documents  are  not  catalogued, 
and  are  therefore  not  included  in  the  number  of  volumes  given 
below.  The  library  committee  (elected  annually)  are :  Leroy  L. 
Woolson,  Edwin  D.  Thompson,  Granby  A.  Bridges,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Crooks,  Mrs.  M.  Y.  Phipps,  Miss  M.  E.  Putnam  and  Miss  Mary 
C.  Holman,  secretary.     The  librarian  is  Miss  S.  I.  Baker. 

Population,  1895,  2,984 ;  valuation,  $2,110,120 ;  volumes,  1898, 
3,581;  circulation,  11,204. 


HUBBABDSTON. 

The  Hubbardston  Free  Public  Library  was  founded  in  1872, 
when  the  books  collected  by  the  Library  Association  were  accepted 
by  the  town,  and  an  appi*opriation  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  valuation 
was  made  for  that  year.  The  annual  appropriation  is  now  the  re- 
funded dog  tax,  $280  in  1898.  The  library  has  a  fund  accumu- 
lating from  rents  which  now  amounts  to  $4,886.  The  ladies', 
farmers'  and  district  libraries  that  existed  in  the  town  were  ab- 
sorbed at  its  formation.  It  occupies  a  brick  and  stone  building, 
which  was  erected  in  1874-75,  as  a  gift  to  the  town,  by  Jonas  G. 
Clark.  It  has  a  capacity  for  over  15,000  volumes.  A  catalogue 
was  printed  in  1881,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  irregularly  pub- 
lished. The  library  is  open  on  Saturday  from  8  to  5  and  from  7 
to  9  P.M.,  and  the  annual  cost  of  administration  is  $100.  The 
board  of  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  under  the  general  law,  con- 
sists of:  William  H.  Wheeler,  Charles  Grimes,  J.  Harry  Allen, 
R.  Granville  Marean,  A.  S.  Woodward  and  Lois  E.  Warren.  The 
librarian  is  Miss  Lucy  H.  Grimes. 

Population,  1895,  1,274;  valuation,  $675,277;  volumes,  1^98, 
9,800 ;  circulation,  5,658. 
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HUDSON. 

The  Free  Public  Library  of  Hadson  was  founded  in  1867,  by  a 
donation  of  $500  from  the  Rev.  Charles  Hudson,  after  whom  the 
town  was  named,  who  proposed,  in  a  letter  to  the  town  committee, 
'^  If  the  town  of  Hudson,  at  a  legal  meeting  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, vote  to  establish  a  free  toum  library  for  the  u»e  of  aU  the  in^ 
habitants  of  the  town^  and  shall  appropriate  or  otherwise  secure  the 
sum  of  $500  to  be  devoted  to  that  object,  they  may  call  upon  me, 
my  executors  or  administrators,  for  the  like  sum  of  $500,  to  be 
expended  in  furtherance  of  that  object."  The  town  accepted  the 
proposition,  and  voted  the  sum  named ;  and,  with  the  $1,000  thus 
secured,  and  some  other  liberal  donations,  the  library  was  opened 
in  1867.  It  has  since  been  entirely  supported  by  taxation,  and  is 
wholly  free  to  all  permanent  or  temporary  residents  of  the  town 
over  twelve  years  of  age.  The  town's  appropriation  is  $500  and 
one-half  of  the  dog  tax,  about  $275  more. 

The  card  catalogue  has  been  in  use  since  1892.  In  1897  a  find- 
ing list  of  the  juvenile  and  fiction  departments  was  printed. 

In  1897  the  late  Marshall  Wood  bequeathed  to  the  town  a  tract 
of  land  valued  at  $5,000,  that  must  be  sold  within  five  years,  when 
the  proceeds  will  go  to  the  public  library  for  a  building  fund. 
The  library  is  now  located  in  the  town  hall  building,  with  a  de- 
livery and  free  reading-room  on  the  ground  floor  and  the  stack 
room  in  the  basement ;  thirty  magazines  and  papers  are  taken  for 
the  reading-room.  Special  cards  are  issued  to  teachers  and  to 
members  of  literary  clubs  and  students,  by  which  a  number  of 
books  may  be  taken  at  a  time.  The  library  is  open  on  Mondays 
and  Wednesdays  from  2  to  8,  and  on  Saturdays  from  2  to  9  p.m. 
The  experiment  of  opening  the  reading-room  on  Sunday  afternoons 
is  now  being  tried.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $400. 
Miss  Grace  M.  Whittemore  is  the  librarian.  The  trustees  are: 
Miss  Clara  Belle  Gleason,  John  C.  Mackin  and  J.  Henry  Herrick, 
one  elected  each  year  for  three  years. 

Population,  1895,  5,308;  valuation,  $2,938,818;  volumes, 
1898,8,096;  circulation,  26,996. 

HUIili. 

In  the  year  1883  the  school  committee  of  the  town  of  Hull 
caused  an  article  to  be  placed  in  the  warrant  for  the  annual  town 
meeting,  asking  the  town  to  authorize  the  committee  to  use  the 
annual  income  of  the  dog  tax  for  books  for  a  school  library.  The 
town  voted   to   do   so,  and   thus   originated   the   ''Hull   School 
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Library."  While  designed  more  pailicalarly  for  the  use  of  the 
children  of  the  schools,  it  is  free  to  all  residents  over  ten  years  of 
age  who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges.  It  is  not 
incorporated,  and  was  nntil  the  year  1891  under  the  direction  of 
the  school  committee,  aided  by  the  teachers,  who  during  the  school 
year  acted  as  librarians.  Its  only  regular  income  is  the  dog  tax, 
which  varies  from  $60  to  (145  per  year. 

In  the  year  1887  a  fair  was  held  by  children  of  the  summer 
residents  of  the  town  for  the  benefit  of  the  library,  by  which  means 
the  sum  of  $90.05  was  added  to  its  funds.  A  new  school-house 
was  erected  during  the  year  1888,  and  a  room  in  it  was  finished  for 
the  library.  Several  contributions  of  books  have  been  received 
in  recent  years.  The  lai^est  donation  was  by  Mrs.  G.  D. 
Colbnm,  a  summer  resident  of  the  town.  Mr.  Charles  W.  Hall- 
strom  of  Boston  and  some  others  have  also  given  books  or  the 
money  with  which  to  purchase  them.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in 
1892,  and  a  supplement  in  1898.  The  town  elects  a  board  of 
trustees,  three  in  number,  all  residents  of  the  town.  The  services 
of  the  committee  and  trustees  were  at  first  given  gratuitously,  but 
now  a  small  charge  is  made.  The  library  is  open  every  Friday 
afternoon.  It  is  largely  patronized  by  the  pupils  of  the  high  and 
grammar  schools.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $45.  The 
present  trustees  are :  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Cleverly,  Mre.  Lizzie  A.  R. 
Knight  and  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  Mitchell,  of  whom  the  two  first  men- 
tioned have  served  since  1891.  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  Mitchell  is  the 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,044;  valuation,  $2,872,017;  volumes, 
1898,  900;  circulation,  768. 

HUNTINOTOir. 

The  Huntington  Free  Public  Library  was  established  in  the 
spring  of  1893,  $100  worth  of  books  being  given  as  a  foundation 
by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  upon  the  town's  acceptance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1890.  The  appropriation  by  the 
town  is  $25,  and  the  library  has  no  other  income,  although  small 
sams  have  sometimes  been  gained  for  library  uses  by  entertain- 
ments. A  room  in  the  town  hall  building  is  occupied  by  the 
books,  having  been  fitted  for  that  purpose,  and  is  open  to  the 
public  on  Saturdays  from  3  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m.  A  catalogue  was 
printed  in  1893.  Hitherto  the  appropriation  has  been  chiefly 
expended  in  the  payment  of  a  youth  who  served  as  librarian,  and 
DO  books  could  be  bought.  Competent  volunteer  service  has  now 
been  found,  and  more  volumes  will  be  added  to  the  shelves.     By 
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this  means  it  is  hoped  to  increase  the  home  circulation,  which  has 
materially  fallen  off  during  the  last  three  years.  The  three 
trustees  elected  by  the  town  are :  E.  F.  Bracket,  Miss  Jennie  £• 
Smith  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Stanton. 

Population,  1895,  1,450;  valuation,  $518,720;  volumes,  1898, 
395 ;  circulation,  739. 


Through  the  influence  of  some  of  the  citizens  of  Hyde  Park,  a 
committee  was  appointed  in  1871  to  raise  funds  for  establishing  a 
free  public  library.  They  personally  solicited  subscriptions,  and 
arranged  for  a  course  of  weekly  lectures  and  entertainments,  ex- 
tending over  six  months,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund ;  they  also 
solicited  donations  of  books,  and  instituted  measures  for  a  general 
town  fair,  which  was  organized  and  conducted  by  the  ladies  of 
Hyde  Park,  and  netted  upwards  of  $2,500.  The  committee  re- 
ported April  11,  1872,  as  the  net  result  of  their  efforts,  $4,466.70, 
and  upwards  of  1,000  volumes  of  books.  The  library  was  opened 
to  the  public  in  March,  1874,  with  3,700  volumes  ready  for  cir- 
culation. The  town  appropriates  this  year  $3,000  and  the  dog 
tax,  which  last  year  amounted  to  $803.20. 

The  library  is  at  present  located  on  the  second  floor  of  Masonic 
block,  where  rooms  are  rented  for  its  accommodation  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $400  per  year.  A  new  library  building  is  being  erected 
by  the  lown,  at  a  cost  of  $25,000,  exclusive  of  land,  furnishing, 
etc.,  which  will  contain  the  delivery  room,  an  adult  reading-room, 
a  juvenile  room,  work  room,  trustees'  room,  librarian's  room,  and 
a  hall  for  the  use  of  the  Historical  Society.  The  building  is  to  be 
two  storied,  seventy-eight  by  forty-three  feet,  with  a  stack  room 
in  the  rear.  The  foundation  is  to  be  of  Deer  Island  granite,  and 
the  walls  of  light  Roman  brick  with  terra-cotta  trimmings. 

Some  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  collection  of  local  news- 
papers and  other  publications  relating  to  the  town ;  but  this  field 
is  covered  much  more  completely  by  the  Hyde  Park  Historical 
Society.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  are  allowed  special 
privileges  tot  the  use  of  books  in  their  school  work,  and  the  pupils 
use  the  library  quite  freely  for  reference  work.  A  printed  catalogue 
was  issued  in  1881,  and  several  supplements  have  been  issued. 
The  library  is  now  being  classified  according  to  the  Cutter- Dewey 
system,  and  a  dictionary  card  catalogue  is  being  made.  A  valuable 
collection  of  minerals  has  been  donated  by  Mr.  Henry  8.  Smith. 
The  library  is  open  week-days  from  3  to  5.30  and  from  6.80  to 
9  P.M.     The  town  elects  a  board  of  nine  trustees.     The  present 
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members  are:  William  H.  AUes,  chairman;  James  R.  Corthell, 
Henry  B.  Miner,  Edward  S.  Hayward,  G.  Fred  Gridley,  Frederick 
Johnson,  Amos  U.  Brainard,  Charles  F.  Jenney  and  John  W. 
Griffin.     The  libraiian  is  Miss  Elizabeth  Ainsworth. 

Population,  1895,  11,826;  valuation,  $8,816,251;  volumes, 
1898,  15,000;  circulation,  34,010. 

IPSWICH. 

The  Ipswich  Free  Public  Library  was  founded  in  1868  by  the 
munificence  of  Capt.  Augustine  Heard,  a  native  of  the  town,  who 
gave  3,000  volumes  of  books,  a  brick  library  building  which  cost 
about  $30,000,  and  an  endowment  fund  of  $10,000.  This  was 
supplemented  by  the  will  of  Prof.  Daniel  Treadwell  of  Harvard 
College,  also  a  native  of  the  town,  who  gave  his  private  library, 
some  valuable  paintings,  and  made  the  library  one  of  the  five 
residuary  legatees  of  his  estate.  The  trustees  have  thus  far  re- 
ceived from  this  estate  about  $27,000.  The  annual  income  from 
these  funds  is  about  $2,200,  and  the  town  has  not  been  called  upon 
for  any  appropriation,  though  the  use  of  the  library  is  wholly  free 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  gift  of  the  late  Mr.  Heard 
is  managed  by  three  trustees,  appointed  by  him  before  his  death,  — 
Messrs.  George  Haskell,  Zenas  Gushing  and  Joseph  Ross ;  and  tlie 
donor  of  the  Treadwell  fund  appointed,  as  additional  trustees,  who 
can  act  only  in  matters  pertaining  to  that  fund,  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Congregational  Church  and  the  principal  of  the  Manning 
high  school.  The  library  building  has  a  capacity  for  about  30,000 
volumes.  A  catalogue  of  the  library  was  issued  in  1897,  and  lists 
of  accessions  are  published.  The  library  is  open  from  9  a.m  to 
12  m.  and  from  2  p.m.  to  sunset  of  evei'y  week-day.  The  annual 
cost  of  administration  is  not  far  from  $1,000.  Miss  Lydia  A. 
Caldwell  has  been  the  librarian  since  the  librai'y  was  opened  to  the 
public,  March  1,  1869. 

Population,  1895,  4,720;  valuation,  $3,039,091;  volumes, 
1898,  11,879;  circulation,  11,918. 

KINQSTON. 

The  Lend-a-Hand  Club  of  Kingston,  composed  chiefly  of  school 
children,  formed  a  free  library  in  1890,  the  funds  having  been 
secured  /by  entertainments  given  by  the  club.  It  collected  over 
150  volumes,  many  of  which  were  given  by  friends.  The  books 
were  kept  in  a  store,  open  every  day  and  evening  during  business 
hours.     The  Kingston  Library  Association  was  organized  in  1871, 
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and  accamulated  1,850  volaroes.  Both  of  these  organizations 
gave  their  collections  to  the  town,  and  disbanded  in  1898,  when 
the  Frederic  C.  Adams  Public  Library  took  their  place. 

The  town  came  into  possession  of  the  generous  legacy  of  Mr. 
Adams  in  August,  1895,  upon  the  decease  of  his  widow,  twenty 
years  after  his  death.  With  a  portion  of  the  residuary  estate,  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  will,  a  library  building  was  erected 
in  1897  and  1898,  being  dedicated  Aug.  4,  1898.  Its  capacity  is 
10,000  volumes.  It  is  fifty  feet  by  thirty  feet  on  the  ground,  with 
an  alcove  having  a  radius  of  nearly  thirteen  feet  at  the  rear.  The 
lot  was  given  to  the  town  by  Mrs.  G.  T.  Adams  and  Horatio 
Adams.  The  building  is  of  brick  and  of  colonial  style.  Four 
columns  adorn  the  front  and  the  trimmings  are  of  white  marble. 
The  entrance  opens  into  a  corridor  with  a  reading-room  at  the 
right  hand  and  a  book  room  on  the  left,  each  being  nineteen  feet 
one  inch  by  thirty  feet.  A  trustees'  room  is  at  the  end  of  the  cor- 
ridor, being  shut  off  by  sliding  plate-glass  doors.  The  reading- 
room,  corridor,  vestibule  and  trustees'  room  are  finished  with  West 
India  mahogany,  and  a  dark  marble  base  runs  around  all  apart- 
ments. The  vestibule  floor  is  of  mosaic.  All  rooms  have  open 
fireplaces,  and  are  bordered  with  tiles  depicting  biblical  scenes. 
All  the  furniture  is  of  mahogany.  In  the  basement  are  toilet 
rooms,  stack  room  and  heating  apparatus.  On  the  south  side  of 
the  reading-room  is  a  fine  oil  painting  of  the  donor.  The  building, 
completely  furnished,  cost  about  $14,000,  and  a  sum  of  $10,500 
remains  unexpended,  available  for  the  purchase  of  books  and 
works  of  art. 

The  library  is  open  every  day,  including  Sundays,  fmm  2  to  5 
and  6  to  9  P.M.  A  card  catalogue  is  in  preparation.  Th^  town 
has  voted  $500  for  the  present  financial  year,  ending  March  1, 
1899,  towards  the  support  of  the  library,  and  $3,000  from  the 
bequest  has  been  expended  for  books.  The  school  committee 
have  the  selection  of  all  books  bought  with  the  money  received 
from  the  Adams  estate.  The  trustees  are  six  in  number,  elected 
in  the  usual  manner:  Horatio  Adams,  Henry  B.  Maglathlin, 
Leander  S.  Cole,  Dr.  Benjamin  P.  Barstow,  Charles  H.  Drew  and 
Harvey  A.  Souie.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Jennie  F.  Maglathlin. 

Population,  1895,  1,746;  valuation,  $1,775,581;  volumes, 
1898,  4,700;  circulation  for  September,  1898,  1,235. 

IiAKBVIIjLB. 

There  is  no  public  librai'y  in  the  town  of  Lakeville. 
Population,  1895,  870;  valuation,  $575,441. 


FREDERIC    C.   ADAMS   PUBLIC    LIBRARY,   KINGSTON. 
BfguesI  of  F.   C.  ^dams. 


LANCASTER  TOWN    LIBRARY. 
Bmlt  Iff  tbe  Toam  aided  hf  Nalbaniel  Tbayer  and  5oiij. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  179 


LANCASTER. 

Lancaster  may  be  said  to  have  first  established  a  free  public 
library  in  1731,  when  its  people,  assembled  in  town  meeting,  voted 
that  Rev-  Samuel  Willard's  Complete  Body  of  Divinity  should  be 
bought,  and  kept  ^'in  the  meeting-house  for  the  town's  use,  so 
that  any  person  may  come  and  read  therein  as  often  as  they  shall 
see  cause." 

The  earliest  circulating  library  of  which  there  is  record  in  the 
town  was  founded  by  an  association  of  citizens,  Oct.  4,  1790,  and 
styled  the  Lancaster  Library.  At  a  reorganization  of  the  pro- 
prietors, May  5,  1800,  the  name  was  changed  to  Lancaster  Social 
Library.  Personal  differences  resulted  in  the  dissolution  of  the 
association  in  1850,  and  its  books,  over  1,000  in  number  and  of  a 
very  high  oi*der  of  literature,  were  sold  at  auction.  It  had  an  im- 
mediate successor  in  the  Library  Club  of  Lancaster  in  December, 
1851. 

The  present  library  had  its  origin  in  1862,  when  the  Lancaster 
Library  Club  and  the  Agricultural  Library  Association  offered  their 
books,  about  750  in  number,  to  the  town,  upon  the  condition  of  its 
support  and  yearly  increase  of  a  free  public  library.  To  this  bene- 
faction the  school-district  libraries  bought  in  1844  were  added. 
An  upper  room  of  the  town  hall  was  fitted  for  the  reception  of  the 
collection,  and  opened  to  the  public  Oct.  4,  1862,  Dr.  J.  L.  S. 
Thompson  serving  as  librarian. 

Jan.  2,  1866,  Nathaniel  Thayer  proffered  a  permanent  fund  of 
t5,000,  provided  the  town  would  "agree  to  raise  by  tax  each  year 
for  the  library  the  amount  authorized  by  law  of  the  State."  The 
trust  was  gratefully  accepted  at  the  March  town  meeting.  Before 
this  date  there  had  been  some  discussion  about  the  erection  of  a 
monument  to  the  men  of  Lancaster  who  gave  their  lives  for  the 
country  during  the  Rebellion.  A  wise  decision  in  the  town  meet- 
ing of  April,  1866,  determined  that  such  a  memorial  should  be 
raised,  and  that  it  should  take  the  form  of  a  building  for  public 
use,  with  appropriate  tablets  and  inscriptions  upon  its  walls.  Five 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  a  memorial  hall,  planned  to 
accommodate  a  library  of  20,000  volumes,  to  furnish  a  fire -proof 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  town's  records,  and  provide  suitable 
rooms  for  the  business  meetings  of  town  ofiScers,  and  for  the  dis- 
play of  collections  illustrative  of  various  branches  of  natural 
history,  manufactures  and  art.  The  building,  of  brick  with  stone 
trimmings,  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  over  $25,000,  and  dedicated 
June  17,  1868.     The  town's  appropriation  was  supplemented  by 
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a  popular  subscription  of  about  $6,000,  and  Nathaniel  Thayer 
assumed  all  cost  in  excess  of  the  amount  thus  mised. 

The  volumes  assembled  in  the  new  and  well-appointed  quarters 
provided  for  them  numbered  about  4,000.  George  A.  Parker  at 
this  time  contributed  a  large  collection  of  costly  books,  valued  at 
over  $500,  and  added  the  sum  of  $700  for  the  purchase  of  litera- 
ture of  similar  high  grade.  Hon.  Francis  B.  Fay  gave  $1,000  for 
the  purchase  of  standard  works,  and  Nathaniel  Thayer  gave  $700, 
with  which  were  bought  many  valuable  books ;  among  them  a  set 
of  the  '^Columbian  Centinel,"  1784-1822,  perhaps  unique  for  its 
completeness  and  Hdc  condition ;  Joseph  Ritson's  Collections  in  26 
volumes ;  a  complete  set  of  the  Shakespeare  Society's  Publications ; 
the  Mus6e  Fran9ais  and  the  Mus^e  Royal. 

In  September,  1878,  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  commemorating 
kindness  received  in  his  boyhood  from  Capt.  Samuel  Ward  of 
Lancaster,  asked  the  acceptance  by  the  town  of  $1,000  in  trust, 
the  income  to  be  annually  expended  ^^  for  the  purchase  of  books 
in  the  department  of  history,  leaving  the  word  to  be  interpreted  in 
the  very  largest  sense."  The  interest  of  $2,000,  the  bequest  of 
Bev.  Christopher  T.  Thayer,  who  died  in  1880,  is  also  available 
for  the  increase  of  the  library.  Miss  Martha  R.  Whitney's  be- 
quest of  $500,  $200  of  which  is  to  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  is 
devoted  to  the  addition  of  works  of  reference  for  use  in  the  read- 
ing-room. Special  gifts  —  from  Miss  Mary  Whitney  of  $100, 
Miss  Deborah  Stearns  of  $200,  Miss  Sally  Flagg  of  $50,  Mrs. 
Catharine  Stearns  Ballard  of  $200,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Chandler 
of  $100  —  have  been  expended  chiefly  for  valuable  illustrated 
works,  each  volume  being  credited  to,  and  thus  becoming  a  worthy 
memorial  to  perpetuate  the  name  and  liberality  of  the  donor. 

In  the  twenty- fifth  year  from  ite  inception  the  library  began  to 
crowd  the  shelving  provided  for  it.  At  this  juncture  the  sons 
of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Thayer,  citizens  of  Lancaster,  honoring  their 
father's  generous  interest  in  the  erection  and  furaishing  of  the 
memorial  hall,  offered  to  remodel  it  and  add  largely  to  its  capa- 
city, at  their  own  expense.  A  two-storied  book  room,  sixty  by 
twenty-four  feet,  as  thoroughly  fire-proof  as  slate,  copper,  brick^ 
stone  and  iron  can  fashion,  was  annexed,  and  the  original  struct- 
ure was  enlarged  by  wings,  covered  with  a  new  roof,  ventilated 
and  re-decorated,  —  this  without  removal  of  the  books,  or  serious 
interruption  to  their  public  use. 

The  annual  appropriation  by  the  town  for  library  administra- 
tion and  books  has  invariably  been  $1,000,  besides  the  dog  tax, 
which  usually  yields  about  $300.     The  cost  of  heating  and  light- 
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ing  is  not  included  in  this  sura,  steam  and  gas  being  supplied  from 
the  sources  furnishing  other  town  buildings  adjacent.  The  annual 
income  of  permanent  funds  is  about  8500.  The  general  manage- 
ment of  the  institution  rests  in  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  three  of 
which  are  elected  in  March  annually,  for  the  term  of  three  years. 
The  care  of  the  town's  burial  grounds  devolves  also  upon  this 
board.  The  members  serve  without  pay,  hold  meetings  at  least 
once  each  month,  and  make  an  elaborate  annual  report  to  the 
town  in  print.  Sub-committees  are  charged  with  the  care  of  the 
natural  histoi^y  rooms  and  collections,  the  improvement  of  the 
cemeteries,  and  the  presentation  of  lists  of  books  for  purchase. 
Rev.  Geoi^e  M.  Bartol,  D.D.,  has  been  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee from  his  first  election  in  1862.  The  librarian  appoints,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  trustees,  three  female  assistants.  The 
cost  of  administration  is  about  $650.  A  card  catalogue  was  begun 
in  1873;  full  catalogues  were  printed  in  1865,  1868  and  1877, 
and  a  supplement  in  1882.  Each  year  a  catalogue  of  the  volumes 
added  during  the  past  twelve  months  is  appended  to  the  trustees' 
report.  An  exhaustive  bibliographic  catalogue  of  Lancastriana 
has  been  prepared  for  the  press. 

The  library  is  open  for  the  public  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, Friday  and  Saturday  afternoons  from  2  until  5  ;  and  on  Mon- 
day, Wednesday  and  Saturday  evenings  from  7  until  9.  Special 
privileges  are  extended  to  teachers  of  the  public  schools  in  the  use  of 
books  or  collections  for  educational  purposes,  and  baskets  of  books 
are  sent  by  various  hands,  with  no  expense  to  the  town,  to  the 
outlying  school  districts  for  distribution  by  the  local  teachers. 

Deeming  it  of  especial  importance  that  a  town  library  should 
lack  no  record  which  can  illustrate  the  town's  birth  and  life  or 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  its  worthy  citizens,  very  earnest  and 
persistent  effort  has  been  made  by  the  trustees  and  librarian  to 
obtain  every  book,  pamphlet  or  manuscript  known  to  contain  note- 
worthy mention  of  Lancaster's  settlement,  growth,  institutions  or 
people;  for  example,  such  books  as  *'  News  from  New  England," 
^^The  Glorious  Prepress  of  the  Gospel  amongst  the  Indians  in 
New  England,"  *' Morton's  New  England's  Memorial,"  «<  James 
Qnanapang's  Information,"  *'  Hubbard's  Narrative  of  the  Indian 
Wars,"  ''  Penhallow's  History  of  the  Ware  of  New  England  with 
the  Eastern  Indians,"  '<  Life  and  Times  of  Major  Simon  Wiliard," 
"Dwigbt's  Travels  in  New  England  and  New  York,"  '« The 
Memoir  and  Writings  of  James  Handasyd  Perkins,"  <'  Reminis- 
cences of  an  Old  Teacher,  by  Geo.  B.  Emerson,"  '*Some  Remi- 
niscences of  the  Life  of  Samuel  Kirkland  Lothrop,"  etc. 
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The  writings  of  Lancaatriaii  authors,  whether  native  or  tempo- 
rarily resident,  whatever  their  value  or  character,  have  been  dili^ 
gently  sought,  and  with  marked  success,  although  they  are  very 
numerous.  Of  the  ''NaiTStive  of  the  Captivity,  Sufferings  and 
Removes  of  Mrs.  Mary  Rowlandson,"  first  printed  in  1682,  the 
library  has  thirteen  of  the  twenty-six  known  editions,  though  not 
the  earliest.  Of  the  single  printed  sermon  of  the  first  minister, 
Joseph  Rowlandson,  we  remain  discontent  in  the  possession  of 
only  a  manuscript  copy  of  the  very  rare  original  in  the  Prince 
library.  The  town's  ministers,  during  the  eighteenth  century,  — 
John  Prentice,  John  Mellen  and  Timothy  Harrington,  —  printed 
32  sermons,  of  which  28  have  been  secured,  besides  many  others 
by  Harrington  in  manuscript.  All  the  published  discourses  of 
Lancaster  clergymen  during  the  present  century,  including  23  by 
Nathaniel  Thayer,  D.D.,  are  upon  our  library  shelves.  The  lect- 
ures, addresses,  miscellaneous  contributions  to  reviews,  etc.,  of 
Brig. -Gen.  Henry  Whiting,  Henry  Russell  Cleveland,  Hon.  James 
Gordon  Carter,  Joseph  Willard,  Esq.,  Rev.  Edmund  Hamilton 
Sears,  D.D.,  Mrs.  Mary  G.  (Chandler)  Ware,  Horace  W.  S. 
Cleveland,  Timothy  Harrington  Carter,  James  Coolidge  Carter, 
LL.D.,  Prof.  George  Ide  Chace,  Prof.  William  Russell,  Erastus 
Brigham  Bigelow,  and  others,  have  been  gathered  and  bound  into 
memorial  volumes,  with  likenesses  and  memoirs  whenever  pro- 
curable. This  has  been  done  regardless  of  the  fact  that  the 
library  possesses  nearly  complete  sets  of  the  ^^  North  American 
Review,"  "Christian  Examiner,"  and  other  periodicals  for  which 
much  of  this  miscellany  was  written.  The  more  notable  works  of 
the  above-named  writers  and  of  native  authors  like  Mrs.  Caroline 
Lee  Hentz,  Miss  Hannah  Flagg  Gould,  Horace  W.  S.  Cleveland, 
etc.,  were  of  course  readily  purchasable.  But  it  was  by  waiting 
watchfulness,  by  writing  many  letters  and  examining  many  sale 
catalogues,  that  copies  were  secured  of  Capt.  Hezekiah  Gates's 
'*King  George's  Right  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  Displayed,** 
Heni-y  Whiting's  "Ontwa"  and  *'Sannilac,"  Rufus  Dawes's 
"Valley  of  the  Nashaway,"  and  Mrs.  Martha  W.  Tyler's  ''Life 
Scenes  in  our  Village,"  and  "Mira  Dana."  It  must  be  confessed 
that  the  copy  of  the  ''Life  of  James  Allen,"  Lancaster's  famous 
highwayman,  lacks  one  interesting  feature  possessed  by  that  in 
the  Boston  Athenaeum, — it  is  not  bound  with  the  tanned  skin  of 
the  autobiographer. 

All  books  bearing  the  imprint  of  the  Lancaster  press  have  been 
sought  for,  and  many  found;  including  the  "Comprehensive  Com- 
mentary," "Peter  Parley's  Juvenile  Tales,"  "Farmer's  Genealc^i- 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  183 

cal  Register,"  "The  Common  School  Journal,"  etc.  The  editor's 
«file  of  the  "Lancaster  Gazette,"  the  town's  first  newspaper,  is  in 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society's  library,  but  a  nearly  com- 
plete set  of  the  paper  has  been  collected  by  searching  through 
numerous  attics.  From  the  concealment  of  garrets  and  similar 
hiding-places  there  have  also  been  brought  and  bound  into  con- 
venient volumes  all  printed  reports  of  town  officers  and  of  the 
school  committee,  all  the  catalogues  and  circulars  of  the  Lancaster 
Academy,  the  New  England  Normal  Institute,  and  the  high  schooL 
Among  valuable  old  manuscripts  discovered  are  the  memorandum 
book  of  Judge  Joseph  Wilder,  1731-57,  and  the  orderly  book  of 
Colonel — afterwards  Major-General — John  Whitcomb,  1760,  and 
the  recoixls  of  the  Poignand  and  Plant  Cotton  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Lancaster,  one  of  the  three  or  four  earliest  in  the- 
world  which  wove  cotton  cloth  by  water  power.  It  has  also  been 
the  custom  to  collect  all  ephemeral  printed  matter  concerning  local 
affairs,  such  as  obituaries  of  residents,  circulars  of  societies,  and 
even  the  programmes  of  entertainments,  for  binding  into  scrap- 
books  from  time  to  time.  The  large  upper  rooms,  set  apart  for 
the  purpose,  are  now  well  filled  and  adorned  by  classified  collec- 
tions, —  mineralogical,  conchological,  ornithological,  —  cabinets  of 
rare  or  curious  objects,  Indian  weapons,  war  relics,  domestic 
otensils  of  colonial  days,  portraits  of  local  worthies,  etc.  Many 
of  these  are  quite  valuable,  and  all  have  been  donated  to  the  town. 

The  persistent,  popular  interest  in  the  institution  is  well  shown 
by  the  fact  that,  of  the  27,800  bound  volumes  and  16,500  pam- 
phlets it  now  contains,  all  the  latter  are  gifts,  and  less  than  60  per 
cent,  of  the  former  are  credited  to  the  town's  appropriations  and 
the  income  of  funds.  An  average  of  over  350  volumes  per  annum 
has  been  received  from  miscellaneous  donors.  Among  very  notable 
Tolnmes  thus  added  to  the  treasures  of  the  institution  may  be  men- 
tioned :  fine  copies  of  the  Genevan  version  of  the  Bible  and  of  the 
Dresden  Gallery,  presented  by  Col.  John  E.  Thayer ;  early  printed 
books  by  Aldus,  Elzivir,  Stephens,  Plantin  and  others;  and  a 
perfect  copy  of  the  Nuremberg  Chronicle,  1693,  given  by  Alex- 
ander C.  Washbuiii.  Thirty-nine  magazines  and  newspapers  are 
subscribed  for,  and  37  others  are  given  or  loaned  for  the  reading- 
room. 

The  present  trustees  are:  Rev.  Geoi'ge  M.  Bartol,  D.D.,  Hon. 
Henry  S.  Nourse,  Charles  T.  Fletcher,  Herbert  Parker,  Col. 
John  E.  Thayer,  George  F.  Morse,  Dr.  Horace  M.  Nash,  Miss 
Alice  G.  Chandler  and  Miss  Anna  H.  Whitney.  The  librarians 
have  been :  Dr.  J.  L.  S.  Thompson ;  Miss  Alice  G.  Chandler,  for 
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seventeen  years,  1872-89;  Miss  Harriet  W.  Forbush,  1889-91; 
Miss  Katharine  M.  Marvin,  1891-94;  Miss  Ella  Sites  Wood, 
1894 ;  Miss  Florence  S.  Rogers,  acting  librarian. 

Population,    1895,    2,180;     valuation,    $3,248,777;    volumes, 
1898,  27,791;  circulation,  1898,  13,734. 

LANESBOBOUGH. 

The  Lanesborough  Town  Library  had  its  origin  twenty-five 
years  ago,  at  the  instance  of  private  individuals,  among  whom 
were  Justus  Tower  and  R.  B.  Dickie.  A  Library  Association 
was  formed,  and  the  dog  tax  was  uniformly  voted  to  the  associa- 
tion by  the  town.  This  amount  was  devoted  to  the  purchase  of 
books,  as  the  other  expenses  of  the  association  were  met  by  an 
annual  tax  of  25  cents  upon  each  member.  The  town  also  gave 
the  library  the  free  use  of  a  room  in  the  town  building,  which 
would  afford  shelf-room  for  2,500  volumes.  In  the  spring  of 
1890  it  was  decided  to  drop  the  old  voluntary  organization ;  and 
the  town  took  the  library  in  charge,  made  it  free,  and  chose  a 
board  of  three  trustees  for  its  management.  Since  this  action 
was  taken  there  has  been  a  very  rapid  increase  in  the  circulation, 
and  the  library  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  rapidly  growing  in 
favor.  The  town  annually  appropriates  the  dog  tax  for  library 
support,  usually  about  $100.  It  has  received  occasional  gifts,  es- 
pecially from  R.  L.  Scott  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Rev.  C.  R.  Treat 
of  New  York  and  E.  M.  Fisher  of  Lanesborough.  It  received  in 
October,  1893,  $100  worth  of  books  fi-om  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission,  under  authority  of  the  Acts  of  1892.  A  catalogue 
was  published  in  1886,  and  occasional  bulletins  and  supplements 
have  been  issued.  It  has  no  card  catalogue.  The  library  is  open 
Thursday  afternoons  and  evenings.  The  annual  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $36.  The  present  board  of  trustees  consists  of:  Rev. 
Charles  J.  Palmer,  Edward  M.  Whiting  and  Jesse  C.  Pratt. 
The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Pliny  W.  Nourse. 

Population,  1895,  848;  valuation,  $512,522;  volumes,  1898, 
1,800;  circulation,  2,500. 

LAWBBNOB. 

The  Lawrence  Public  Library  owes  its  foundation  largely  to  the 
Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence  and  the  Hon.  Daniel  Appleton  White. 
The  latter  was  a  native  of  Lawrence,  and  gave  six  acres  of  land  in 
the  city  into  the  hands  of  trustees,  with  authority,  if  deemed  ex- 
pedient, to  reserve  a  lot  for  a  public  library,  and  to  dispose  of 
the  remainder  under  certain  restrictions,  the  proceeds  therefrom 
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to  be  invested  until  the  amount  should  be  sufficient  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  course  of  free  lectures,  to  enlighten  the  mind  and 
elevate  the  character  of  the  young  of  both  sexes.  In  case  the 
whole  income  should  not  be  needed  for  this  purpose,  the  surplus 
might  be  expended  for  books  of  a  sound  moral  tendency,  having 
especial  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  young  and  of  the  industrial 
classes,  for  the  formation  of  a  public  library.  The  Franklin 
Library  Association  was  chartered  by  the  Legislature  in  April, 
1847,  the  stimulus  being  a  gift  of  $1,000  from  Hon.  Abbott 
Lawrence,  which  the  association  was  to  invest  in  ^*  such  scientific 
and  other  works  as  will  tend  to  create  good  mechanics,  good 
Christians  and  good  patriots."  Eight  years  later  Mr.  Lawrence 
died,  and  left  by  his  will  the  generous  sum  of  $5,000  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  value  and  utility  of  the  library.  Other 
gentlemen  had  made  some  valuable  presents  of  books,  but  these 
gifts  of  money  to  be  invested  in  books  were  the  only  ones  re- 
ceived.  The  expenses,  consisting  of  rent  and  librarian's  salary, 
vere  defrayed  from  the  income  received  from  the  sale  of  shares 
and  from  annual  assessments.  The  price  of  shares  was  at  first 
fixed  at  $10  each,  the  annual  assessments  at  $2  per  annum,  and 
the  library  was  open  to  any  person  willing  to  unite  with  the  society 
and  purchase  a  share.  In  1849  there  were  150  members  and 
nearly  3,000  volumes ;  but  the  price  of  a  share  proved  to  be  a  bar 
to  many,  and  the  association  lowered  the  terms  in  1853  to  $5,  the 
assessment  to  $1.  In  1857  the  library  was  thrown  open  to  any- 
body who  was  willing  to  pay  $1  for  its  privileges.  Even  this 
small  sum  proved  a  barrier  to  many.  Other  efforts  had  been  made 
from  time  to  time,  by  organizing  courses  of  public  lectures  by 
popular  speakers,  at  low  rates,  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  at- 
tention to  the  library  and  reading-room,  —  with  indifferent  suc- 
cess, as  it  was  a  hard  struggle  to  keep  up  the  lectures,  the 
association  in  some  instances  sustaining  pecuniary  loss. 

The  library  increased  to  nearly  4,000  volumes,  the  reading- 
room  connected  with  it  contained  several  of  the  newspapers  of  the 
time,  and  many  of  the  valuable  scientific,  mechanical  and  literary 
periodicals ;  but  the  main  object  of  the  original  founders  was  not 
yet  attained.  The  number  of  members  and  readers  was  still 
small,  and  the  annual  income  only  sufficient  to  pay  the  current 
expenses.  In  1867  it  was  thought  advisable,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  usefulness  of  the  library,  to  offer  the  property  to 
the  city,  under  suitable  conditions,  for  a  free  library.  Accord- 
ingly a  proposition  was  made  to  the  city  government  of  1868,  but 
it  was  declined,  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the  members  of  the 
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goverDment  at  that  time  exiBting  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  step. 
But,  foar  years  later,  aid  came  from  an  unexpected  quarter.  The 
income  from  the  fund  of  Hon.  Daniel  A.  White  had  furnished  a 
course  of  lectures  for  several  years  from  the  best  talent  in  the 
land,  and  had  reached  a  point  where  it  was  now  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  defray  expenditures,  and  could  furnish  a  considerable 
sum  annually  for  books.  In  1 872  the  Franklin  Library  Associa- 
tion appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  Geo.  S.  Merrill,  John 
R.  Rollins  and  John  C.  Dow,  to  confer  with  the  city  government, 
and  also  with  the  trustees  of  the  White  fund  ;  and  this  conference 
(the  necessary  authority  to  surrender  their  trust  having  been  pre- 
viously obtained  from  the  Legislature)  resulted  in  a  renewed  offer 
to  transfer  their  property,  consisting  of  4,362  volumes  and  nearly 
$8,000  in  money,  to  the  city.  The  trustees  of  the  White  fund 
proposed  to  contribute,  the  first  year,  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  and  to  make  an  annual  contribution  thereafter  of  $1,000. 
These  propositions  were  accepted,  and  an  ordinance  was  passed 
in  1872  establishing  the  free  public  library  of  the  city.  Soon 
after  the  transfer  of  the  property  the  Agricultural  Library,  num- 
bering 133  volumes,  owned  by  an  association  of  citizens  of 
Lawrence  and  Methuen,  was  also  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
city,  and  the  circulating  library  of  Messrs.  Whitfoixl  &  Rice, 
2,257  volumes,  was  also  purchased  and  transferred.  A  board  of 
trustees  was  chosen,  consisting  of  eleven  membera,  the  three 
trustees  of  the  White  fund  being  permanent  members,  with  six 
others  to  be  elected  by  the  city  council,  two  each  year,  besides 
the  mayor  and  president  of  the  common  council.  This  board  of 
trustees  met  Aug.  29,  1872;  and  Mr.  Wm.  I.  Fletcher,  whose 
experience  in  the  Boston  Athenaeum  and  in  the  Bronson  Library  of 
Waterbury,  Conn.,  rendered  him  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  position, 
was  unanimously  elected  librarian.  Mr.  Fletcher  arranged  the 
library  (now  consisting  of  9,284  volumes,  including  duplicates)  in 
Saunders'  Block,  and  it  was  opened  to  the  public  for  the  registra- 
tion of  names  Dec.  2,  1872,  and  for  the  issuing  of  books  one 
week  later,  with  unexpectedly  large  patronage.  It  speedily  at- 
tained the  lai^est  circulation  of  any  librai*y  in  New  England  out- 
side of  Boston,  or  of  any  in  the  United  States,  with  the  exception 
of  the  three  largest  cities.  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Cincinnati, 
—  the  number  of  books  taken  in  1878  being  reported  as  128,468. 
Mr.  Fletcher,  having  prepared  a  catalogue,  resigned  in  1874  to 
accept  a  more  favorable  position ;  but  the  trustees  were  now  fortu- 
nate in  obtaining  the  services  of  Frederick  H.  Hedge,  Jr.,  a  gen- 
tleman whose  ability  and  good  judgment  have  easily  borne  the  test 
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of  twenty-three  years  of  faithful  service  in  the  Lawrence  library. 
Mr.  Hedge,  entering  upon  his  duties  May  16,  1874,  soon  found 
the  need  of  more  room,  with  the  increase  of  the  library,  and  Aug. 
2,  1875,  the  library  was  moved  to  new  and  then  commodious  quar- 
ters in  the  Odd  Fellows'  Block,  occupying  a  part  of  the  second  floor. 
In  order  to  give  a  fuller  idea  of  the  value  and  growth  of  the 
library  at  that  time,  we  quote  from  the  librarian's  report  of  1876. 
He  says:  ^^It  is  now  more  than  four  years  since  this  library  was 
established,  and  the  expectations  of  the  founders  have  been  fully 
realized.  At  the  very  start  the  circulation  was  larger  than  the 
most  sanguine  could  have  anticipated,  and  before  the  end  of  two 
years  the  annual  issue  of  books  was  nearly  150,000.  We  are  an- 
nually invaded  by  a  new  phalanx  of  readers,  who  come  from  all 
parts  of  New  England,  and  after  a  short  residence,  remove  to 
other  cities.  For  this  very  reason  the  influence  of  the  library  is 
more  widely  extended  than  could  be  possible  with  a  more  stable 
population,  and  we  may  be  said  to  educate  other  communities 
besides  our  own." 

The  additions  to  the  library  up  to  1879  being  nearly  as  numerous 
as  the  original  collection  of  books,  it  was  found  necessary  to  have 
a  new  catalogue ;  and,  after  some  consideration,  it  was  voted  by 
the  board  of  trustees  that  one  should  be  compiled,  and  it  was  com- 
pleted in  1883.  Although  the  card  catalogue  was  indispensable  to 
all  in  search  of  information  upon  special  subjects,  it  was  not  prac- 
ticable that  the  public  in  general  should  have  access  to  it ;  it  was 
therefore  thought  best  to  have  a  duplicate  card  catalogue  of  all  sub- 
sequent additions  to  the  library,  by  which  means  a  new  catalogue 
would  be  rendered  unnecessary  for  many  years. 

The  library  has  thus  grown  from  modest  beginnings  to  a  large 
and  valuable  collection,  numbering  at  present  date  46,000  volumes, 
with  an  annual  increase  of  not  far  from  1,300  volumes,  and  an  an- 
nual circulation  of  over  100,000.  Its  books  of  reference  are  num- 
erous and  well  selected,  many  scholai*s  from  out  of  town,  and  even 
from  other  States,  making  use  of  it.  More  than  one  historical 
and  genealogical  work  has  been  compiled  from  material  furnished 
within  its  walls,  and  the  benefit  to  the  immediate  community  in 
which  it  is  situated  cannot  be  overestimated.  The  library  is  of 
great  advantage  to  the  schools.  The  scholar  can  here  find  assist- 
ance in  every  course  of  study  which  he  is  pursuing,  and  the 
librarian,  urging  the  advantages  of  co-operation,  constantly  en- 
courages both  teachers  and  pupils  to  apply  to  him  for  assistance. 
Its  rooms  are  open  every  day  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  Sundays 
excepted,  thereby  affording  opportunity  for  all  who  desire  to  make 


188  FREE  PCBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

use  of  its  well- furnished  reading-room,  reference  room  or  circu- 
lating department. 

The  library  is  supported  in  part  by  taxation,  the  annual  appro- 
priation by  the  city  being  $7,500.  Besides  this  it  has  the  annual 
contribution  of  $1,000  from  the  White  fund,  the  dog  tax,  fines 
from  books  overdue  and  sales  of  catalogues. 

For  many  years  the  library  had  no  building,  although  the  sub- 
ject was  seriously  considered  by  the  trustees,  and  in  1885  they 
petitioned  the  city  government  to  furnish  the  necessary  funds  for 
that  purpose.  They  were  refused,  and  were  obliged  to  renew  the 
lease  of  their  old  rooms  for  a  term  of  five  years.  In  1889,  finding 
their  lease  nearly  expired,  and  the  library  having  completely  out- 
grown its  quarters,  it  was  finally  voted  that  the  time  had  come 
when  there  must  be  a  new  library  building.  As  before  stated,  a 
lot  of  land,  a  portion  of  the  original  gift  of  Hon.  Daniel  A.  White 
of  Salem,  had  been  reserved  for  a  public  library.  There  were 
some  objections  to  this  lot,  as  not  being  central ;  but  the  trustees 
could  not  find  a  more  available  site,  and  determined  to  erect  a 
library  building  there,  if  the  necessary  funds  could  be  obtained. 

N.  6.  White,  president  of  the  Boston  <&  Maine  Railroad,  and 
for  many  years  a  trustee  of  the  libraiy,  was  interested  in   the 
matter,  but  business  duties  prevented  him  from  taking  any  active 
steps  towards  the  erection  of  a  building.     After  his  death,  although 
he  had  not  referred  to  the  subject  in  his  will,  nor  had  he  spoken 
during  his  lifetime  regarding  erecting  a  library  building  himself, 
yet  his  wife  and  daughter  proposed  to  give  the  city  $40,000  for 
that  purpose,  on  condition  that  the  city  should  agree  to  use  the 
building  as  a  library  for  thirty  years,  during  the  first  ten  of  which 
a  rent  of  $1,600  per  annum  should  be  paid.     The  erection  of  the 
new  building  was  begun  in  the  spring  of  1890,  but  it  was  not  com- 
pleted and  ready  for  occupancy  until  January,   1892.     It  cost 
about  $70,000,  is  constructed  of  the  finest  brown  stone,  and  is  a 
great  ornament  to  the  city.     It  is  situated  on  the  corner  of  Haver- 
hill and  Hampshire  streets,  having  a  frontage  of  eighty-nine  feet 
on  the  former  street  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  feet  on  the 
latter.     It  is  two  stories  in  height,  with  an  octagonal  tower  over 
the  entrance.     On  the  first  floor  are  the  reading  and  general  de- 
livery rooms,  librarian's  and  reference  rooms  and  the  book  stack. 
On  the  second  floor  is  an  audience  hall  capable  of  seating  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  persons,  and  a  trustees'  room.     The  hall  has  been 
frequently  used  for  free  lectures,  under  the  direction  of  the  White 
fund  trustees,  and  has  been  loaned  to  literary  societies  for  their 
meetings. 
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The  book  stack,  when  completed,  will  have  a  capacity  of  75,000 
volames.  The  entire  book  room  is  thoroughly  fire-proof,  and  can 
be  shat  off  from  all  commanication  with  the  remainder  of  the 
structure,  in  case  of  fire.  There  being  a  window  opposite  each 
bay  of  the  stack,  the  whole  room  is  well  lighted.  When  future 
necessity  demands,  the  lot  is  large  enough  to  admit  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  building  fifty  feet  or  more  in  a  southerly  direction, 
adding  materially  to  its  capacity. 

The  trustees  of  the  libraiyfor  1898  are :  Hon.  James  H.  Eaton, 
president ;  Charles  U.  Bell,  vice-president ;  Frederic  H.  Hedge, 
secretary  and  librarian ;  George  D.  Cabot,  treasurer.  The  remain- 
ing members  are:  Rev.  James  T.  O'Reilly,  O.  S.  A.,  Rev.  Wil- 
liam £.  Gibbs,  D.D.,  Rev.  Augustin  H.  Amory,  Arthur  D. 
Marble,  Frank  L.  Porter,  Alfred  L.  Mellen  and  Charles  Knox. 

Population,  1895,  52,164;  valuation,  934,163,902;  volumes, 
1898,  46,584;  circulation,  120,869. 

LBB. 

The  Lee  Public  Library  was  founded  in  1874,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Rev.  Dr.  Gale,  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  $3,000  being  raised  for  the  purpose  by  private  subscrip- 
tion. Two  commodious  rooms  were  set  apart  for  its  use  In  the 
new  building  erected  for  town  purposes  and,  as  a  memorial  to  the 
soldiers  of  the  town  who  fell  in  the  civil  war,  called  Memorial 
Hall.  The  largest  donors  to  the  original  fund  were  Hon.  Harrison 
Garfield,  Hon.  Elizur  Smith  of  Lee  and  Edward  N.  Gibbs  of 
Norwich,  Conn.  The  number  of  volumes  at  the  beginning  was 
about  3,000.  The  Library  Association  was  organized  under  the 
Acts  of  1872,  and  has  exclusive  control  of  the  library.  With  the 
exception  of  a  fund  of  $500  received  by  bequest,  and  occasional 
small  donations,  it  is  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  the  amount 
appropriated  yearly  of  late  being  $300  and  the  dog  tax,  a  total  of 
about  $465. 

The  library  is  wholly  free  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and 
is  growing  in  use  every  year.  The  number  of  library  cards  now 
out  is  nearly  1,000,  and  the  number  of  books  given  out  each 
library  day  averages  about  100.  The  needs  of  the  young  are 
specially  consulted  in  the  purchase  of  books,  and  special  privileges 
in  the  library  are  given  to  the  teachera  and  pupils  of  our  public 
schools.  Two  full  catalogues  have  been  printed,  the  second  one 
a  few  months  ago,  and  new  purchases  are  at  ouce  bulletined  for 
the  information  of  the  patrons  of  the  library.  The  rooms  are  open 
twice  a  week,  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  from 
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7  to  9  P.M.  The  present  officers  of  the  Library  Association  are  as 
follows:  president,  Rev.  L.  S.  Rowland;  vice-president,  Abner 
Rice ;  secretary,  Augustus  R.  Smith ;  treasurer,  John  L.  Kilbon. 
The  present  librarian  is  Miss  Isabella  D.  Bassett.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  something  over  $200. 

Population,  1895,  4,066 ;  valuation,  $1,814,415  ;  volumes,  1898, 
5,150;  circulation,  9,000. 

liBIGESTEB. 

The  first  movement  toward  the  formation  of  a  library  in  Leices- 
ter was  made  in  October,  1793,  the  town  then  having  a  population 
of  about  1 ,100,  and  just  beginning  to  recover  from  the  drafts  made 
upon  it  by  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Forty-five  persons  sub- 
scribed one  pound  and  four  shillings  each  to  form  the  Leicester  Social 
Library  Company,  which  was  oi^anized  Dec.  23,  1793.  It  was 
voted  that  the  library  should  be  constantly  kept  open ;  that  books 
should  not  be  kept  over  six  weeks ;  and  that  there  should  be  ^'  a  fine 
of  four  pence  in  the  pound  for  every  leaf  turned  down,  and  every 
drop  of  tallow  found  in  any  volume."  Six  months  later  they  voted 
to  procure  a  book-case,  and  to  have  the  library  open  once  in  a  fort- 
night for  three  hours.  In  1795  it  was  voted  to  allow  others  than 
proprietors  to  take  books,  on  paying  a  small  sum  proportional  to 
the  cost  of  the  book.  In  1798  a  movement  was  made  for  incor- 
poration, but  it  was  negatived  the  next  year.  In  1810  incorpora- 
tion was  agreed  to,  and  the  association  had  an  oration  and  public 
dinner  for  several  years.  In  November,  1812,  another  library  was 
established  by  the  Leicester  Fire  Engine  Company,  which  was 
maintained  for  about  five  years,  and  in  1817  was  united  with  the 
original  library  company.  In  June,  1829,  the  Second  Social  Li- 
brai7  in  Leicester  was  incorporated,  and  held  a  separate  existence 
for  nearly  thirty  yeara,  but  it  was  united  with  the  old  library  com- 
pany in  1858.  The  entire  number  of  volumes  in  the  united  library 
at  that  time  was  about  900.  In  less  than  three  years  from  this 
union  a  feeling  sprung  up  that  the  library  should  be  made  more 
useful  to  the  town ;  should  cease  to  have  a  restricted  and  merely 
proprietary  use,  and  be  open,  if  possible,  to  all  the  people  of  the 
town.  This  proposition  met  with  the  favor  of  the  majority  of  the 
proprietors,  and  it  was  agreed  to  deposit  the  library  with  the  town 
authorities,  provided  the  town  would  take  charge  of  it  and  keep  it 
open  for  the  use  of  all  the  inhabitants.  This  offer  was  accepted 
by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  town,  at  an  annual  meeting  held  March 
4,  1861,  the  date  of  the  first  inauguration  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
president  of  the  United  States. 
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About  one-half  of  the  volumes  which  the  library  at  present  con- 
tains have  been  added  by  gift,  among  the  principal  donors  being 
Hon.  Waldo  Flint  of  Boston,  Hon.  Emory  Washburn  of  Cambridge, 
Dr.  Pliny  Earle  of  Northampton,  Dr.  John  S.  Flint  of  Roxbury 
and  Homer  E.  Sargent  of  Chicago,  all  of  whom  were  natives  of 
the  town.  Abraham  Firth  of  Boston,  who  was  for  many  years  a 
resident  of  Leicester,  and  a  large  number  of  citizens  of  the  town, 
have  been  generous  and  frequent  donors.  Among  the  latter  the 
names  of  Rev.  John  Nelson,  Mrs.  Harriet  Flint,  Mrs.  Ellen  Flint, 
John  Woodcock  and  Dexter  Knight  should  be  recorded. 

During  thirty  years  of  its  existence  the  library  was  wholly  sup- 
ported by  the  annual  appropriations  of  the  town,  which  averaged 
$200  per  annum  the  first  fifteen  years,  and  about  $300  per  annum 
for  the  next  fifteen  years.  The  appropriation  for  1 898  was  $1 ,  100. 
The  town  furnished  a  room  or  rooms  in  the  town  house  for  the  use 
of  the  library  when  it  was  made  public  in  1861.  In  1872  three  of 
these  rooms  were  thrown  into  one,  making  a  hall  about  forty-two 
by  thirty-five  feet.  It  was  handsomely  frescoed  and  decorated, 
bearing  the  United  States  and  State  emblems,  and  the  names  of 
the  principal  battlefields  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  the  hall 
being  also  designed  to  contain  memorials  of  the  soldiers  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  war.  It  was  handsomely  fitted  with  black 
walnut  cases  for  the  books.  This  enlargement  and  equipment 
was  made  at  a  cost  to  the  town  of  about  $6,000,  and  the  library 
was  opened  in  its  improved  quarters,  Jan.  13,  1873. 

David  E.  Merriam,  who  died  in  1888,  bequeathed  $5,000  to 
the  town,  to  be  used  in  providing  a  library  building  whenever 
the  fund  should  have  been  increased  by  interest  or  other  dona- 
tions to  $15,000.  Dr.  Pliny  Earle  of  Northampton,  a  native  of 
Leicester,  and  a  previous  benefactor  of  its  library,  dying  in  1892 
bequeathed  to  the  town  the  sum  of  $6,000,  to  be  applied  in  the 
construction  of  a  library  building  worthy  of  the  town.  Following 
the  announcement  of  this  bequest,  Stephen  C.  Earle,  an  emi- 
nent architect  of  Worcester,  also  a  native  of  Leicester,  tendered 
his  services,  free  of  charge,  in  the  designing  and  construction  of 
the  building.  In  December,  1894,  Lory  S.  Watson  of  Leicester 
offered  to  give  a  sum  sufficient,  with  the  bequests  of  Mr.  Merriam 
and  Dr.  Earle,  to  purchase  a  lot,  build,  furnish  and  equip  ready 
for  use  a  building  meeting  the  requirements  of  both  bequests. 
This  generous  offer  was  accepted  by  the  town,  and  the  present 
commodious  and  substantial  home  of  the  library  was  erected  by 
Norcross  Brothers  of  Worcester  from  plans  of  Stephen  C.  Earle 
and  under  his  supervision,  and  dedicated  to  the  use  of  the  library 
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on  July  8,  1896.  The  bailding,  which  cost,  completed,  nearly 
$40,000,  is  of  pink  granite,  and  as  nearly  fire-proof  as  it  could  be 
made.  It  has  a  frontage  of  fifty-five  feet  and  a  depth  of  sixty- 
four  feet.  Practically  the  entire  first  floor  of  the  bailding  is  a 
single  room,  about  thirty  by  fifty  feet,  divided  by  columns  and 
low  book-cases  into  a  central  waiting-room  twelve  feet  in  width,  a 
reading-room  on  the  east  and  a  reference  room  on  the  west.  The 
librarian's  desk  is  at  the  rear  of  the  waiting-room,  commanding  a 
clear  view  of  the  whole  floor,  and  convenient  to  the  stack  room, 
which  extends  back  from  it.  The  stack  room  occupies  an  L  of- 
the  building,  can  be  cut  off  from  it  by  a  rolling  door  of  metal,  is 
admirably  lighted,  and  contains  shelving  on  an  iron  stack  for 
12,000  to  15,000  volumes;  this  capacity  can  be  doubled  at  any 
time  by  adding  a  second  story,  for  which  provision  is  already 
made,  to  the  stack ;  and  the  room  can  be  enlarged  by  an  extension 
of  the  L  to  the  rear  with  no  disturbance  of  the  existing  arrange- 
ments. There  is  also  on  the  first  fioor  the  librarian's  private  room ; 
and  on  the  floor  above  the  trustees'  room  and  a  large  room  now 
fitting  for  a  museum  of  local  history.  Large  and  well-lighted 
basement  rooms  give  place  for  heating  apparatus  and  storage. 
Steam  heat  and  electric  lights  make  the  use  of  the  library  easy  and 
comfortable  for  all. 

The  library  has  been  the  recipient,  in  addition  to  its  building, 
of  two  legacies :  one  from  Mrs.  Harriet  Flint  of  $2,000  as  a  trust 
fund,  the  income  only  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  library ; 
and  one  from  Miss  A.  E.  Partridge  of  81,000  for  the  use  of  the 
library ;  this  also  by  vote  of  the  trustees  is  held  as  a  trust  fund, 
and  the  income  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  By  the  will  of 
Lory  S.  Watson,  recently  deceased,  the  library  receives  a  legacy 
of  $3,000,  and  upon  the  death  of  a  life  beneficiary  the  further  sum 
of  $4,000.  To  fittingly  conclude  the  list  of  the  library's  bene- 
factors, mention  should  be  made  of  the  time  and  labor  freely  given 
it  by  Rev.  Samuel  May,  a  director  or  trustee  from  1861  to  1895, 
who  during  that  time  did  much  of  the  work  of  the  librarian,  and 
especially  interested  himself  in  the  selection  of  books.  By  his 
excellent  knowledge  and  judgment  and  the  most  painstaking  care 
in  examination,  he  established  a  standard  for  the  library  which  is 
of  all  its  possessions  most  valuable  and  worthy  to  be  cherished 
and  maintained. 

Since  the  report  of  1891  the  library  has  been  classified  by  the 
Dewey  decimal  system,  the  Cutter  system  of  book  and  shelf  marks 
has  been  adopted,  and  a  dictionary  card  catalogue  made. 

The  library  maintains  three  branches,  in  three  outlyii]^  villages 
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of  the  town.  At  Cherry  Valley  a  card  title  list  of  all  circulated 
books,  together  with  call  slips,  has  been  placed  in  the  post-office, 
and  residents  of  that  village  receive  and  return  books  there ;  twice 
a  week  call  slips  and  books  which  have  been  returned  are  sent  to 
the  library  by  express,  and  books  called  for  are  forwarded  to  the 
branch.  All  chaises  and  records  of  this  branch  are  kept  at  the 
library.  At  Rochdale  and  Greenville  are  sub-librarians,  Miss 
Melinda  G.  Wheelock  and  Miss  Jane  M.  Grey,  to  whom  supplies 
of  books  are  sent  once  in  two  weeks.  These  books  are  charged  to 
the  branches,  where  they  can  be  retained  six  weeks,  and  be  circu- 
lated in  the  same  manner  as  from  the  library,  each  sub-librarian 
keeping  the  records  of  her  books  and  readers. 

Special  effort  is  made  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  schools  and 
library  in  educational  work.  Many  books,  including  some  techni- 
cal works  on  the  methods  and  aims  of  teaching  in  the  public 
schools,  and  others  valuable  for  supplementary  reading  for  the 
scholars,  have  been  purchased  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
I  superintendent  of  schools.     Each  teacher  in  town  has  a  special 

<  card,  allowing  her  to  take  six  books  at  a  time  for  use  in  school. 

Teachers  also  encourage  scholars  to  make  use  of  the  library  in 
connection  with  their  school  work,  and  some  of  them  have  taken 
special  pains  to  instruct  their  pupils  in  the  proper  methods  of  such 
use.  The  reading-room  has  on  its  tables  24  monthly  and  9  weekly 
publications.  It  has  been  opened  on  Sunday  afternoons  from  3 
to  5  o'clock  since  1897,  with  promise  of  profitable  results.  The 
present  officers  of  the  library  are :  Mary  D.  Thurston,  librarian, 
and  Elsie  M.  Robinson,  assistant.  The  trustees  are :  Henry  L. 
Watson,  Charles  G.  Stearns,  Rev.  John  F.  Redican,  Charles  T. 
Monroe,  Rev.  David  C.  Reid  and  Parkman  T.  Denny. 

Population,  1895,  3,239;  valuation,  $2,409,034;  volumes, 
1898,  8,809;  circulation,  13,196,  of  which  4,502  was  at  the 
branch  libraries. 

LBNOX. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  a  shareholder's  library  was 
established  in  Lenox,  and  collected  a  choice  selection  of  standard 
books.  Two  other  libraries  of  a  similar  nature  were  subsequently 
formed ;  but  the  present  library  —  the  first  to  extend  its  benefits 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  —  owes  its  existence  chiefly  to 
the  disinterested  efforts  of  John  Hotchkin,  who  was  for  a  long 
time  principal  of  the  Lenox  Academy.  After  the  passage  of  the 
State  law  authorizing  towns  to  appropriate  money  for  the  main- 
tenance of  public  libraries,  the  town  was  induced  to  appropriate 
$800  for  this  purpose,  on  condition  that  a  like  sum  should  be 
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raised  by  private  sabscription.  The  $600  thus  raised  was  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  library  was  opened  for 
use  in  a  small  room  in  the  town  hall  in  January,  1855.  In  1856 
a  Library  Association  was  formed,  and  through  its  instrumentality 
a  library  building  was  erected  and  furnished,  which  was  offered  to 
the  town,  on  condition  that  it  should  never  be  alienated  or  used 
for  any  other  purpose,  and  that  the  library  should  always  be 
maintained,  open  one  day  in  each  week,  and  free  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town.  But  at  this  time  the  town  was  passing  through 
one  of  those  periods  of  indiscriminating  economy  with  which 
municipalities  are  affected,  and  declined  the  gift,  and  offered  to 
sell  the  library  for  the  sum  of  $300,  the  amount  which  they  had 
expended  upon  it.  The  association  accepted  the  offer,  gave  their 
obligation  for  the  amount  required,  and  the  library  ceased  from 
that  time  to  be  the  property  of  the  town. 

The  library  remained  closed  to  all  but  membera  of  the  associa- 
tion for  about  a  year.  This  period  of  enforced  abstinence  from 
accustomed  privileges  worked  such  a  change  in  the  feelings  of  the 
town  that,  in  the  year  1858,  the  association  was  enabled  to  make 
an  arrangement  by  which  the  library  was  to  be  opened  to  all  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  town  was  to  pay  to  the  association  the  sum 
of  $100  annually  for  the  period  of  twelve  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  they  were  to  surrender  the  obligation  of  the  associa- 
tion, and  receive  from  them  the  books  and  building,  to  be  always 
maintained  as  a  free  public  library.  Under  this  arrangement  the 
town  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  association  the  sum  of  $900. 
As  the  time  approached  for  the  completion  of  the  contract,  it 
seemed  best  to  all  parties  interested  that  the  library  should  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  association;  and  a  new  arrangement  was 
made  by  which  the  library  became  free  to  all  the  taxable  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  forever,  the  town  agreeing  to  pay  into  the 
association  the  amount  which  should  be  annually  received  from 
the  dog  tax,  or  from  any  special  fund  set  apart  by  law  for  the 
support  of  libraries,  but  assuming  no  further  obligation  for  its 
support. 

The  library  remained  in  the  building  erected  for  its  use  until 
1874,  when  the  building  formerly  known  as  the  court  house,  now 
known  as  the  ^^  Charles  Sedgwick  Library  and  Reading-room," 
having  been  purchased  by  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermerhorn,  and 
given  to  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  town,  an  arrangement  was 
made  with  the  trustees  by  which  they  gave  to  the  association  a 
lease  in  perpetuity  of  two  rooms  in  this  building,  and  agreed  to 
pay  annually  the  rent  received  for  the  use  of  two  other  rooms, 
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DOW  amounting  to  $150  per  annum.  The  association  agreed  to 
open  the  library  for  the  distribution  of  books  on  five  days  in  each 
week,  instead  of  two,  as  formerly.  The  library  was  opened  in  its 
new  location  July  21,  1874,  and  occupied  one  of  the  two  rooms 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  in  the  spring  of  1890  took  possession 
of  both  rooms,  which  were  handsomely  fitted  up,  contributions 
having  been  received,  mainly  from  temporary  summer  residents, 
to  the  amount  of  9900. 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  statements  that  the  library  owes  its 
present  value  and  importance  very  largely  to  individual  benefi- 
cence. It  has  a  permanent  fund  of  about  $5,000,  commenced  by 
a  gift  of  $1,000  from  the  late  Ammi  Bobbins  of  New  York,  a 
native  of  the  town.  Among  its  most  bountiful  benefactors  have 
been  many  of  those  who  have  come  to  make  in  Lenox  their  sum- 
mer homes,  and  have  thus  become  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
town,  and  in  a  measure  identified  with  its  citizens. 

Miss  Alice  S.  Hooper,  in  addition  to  valuable  contributions  of 
money  and  books,  has  given  her  personal  attention  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  catalogue.  The  annual  income  of  the  library  is  derived 
from  its  small  permanent  fund,  the  rents  received  from  the  trustees 
of  the  building  in  which  it  is  located,  the  annual  receipt  from  the 
town  of  about  $150,  and  some  small  sums  received  for  the  use  of 
the  books  during  the  summer  months.  The  amount  obtained  from 
these  sources  will  do  little  more  than  provide  for  current  expenses, 
and  the  library  must  still  depend  for  its  increase  upon  the  bene- 
factions of  its  friends.  It  is  now  open  every  week-day  dui*ing  the 
year,  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday 
evenings ;  and  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  September  and 
October  it  is  open  from  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 

Hon.  Richard  G-oodman  was  treasurer  of  the  library  for  twenty- 
two  years,  and  it  was  due  to  his  efforts  that  very  many  additions 
were  made  to  the  shelves  and  facilities  of  the  library.  During  the 
period  of  his  treasurership  its  volumes  increased  from  2,500  to 
nearly  13,000. 

The  present  outlook  for  the  library  is  very  encouraging.  On  the 
death  of  Mr.  Goodman,  the  managers  effected  a  reorganization, 
with  Hon.  John  E.  Parsons  of  New  York  and  Lenox  as  president. 
It  has  become  necessary  to  enlarge  the  present  quarters,  already 
insufiScient,  and  whether  this  enlargement  shall  be  sought  by  an 
added  wing  on  the  north  of  the  historic  building  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned, or  in  some  other  way,  is  not  yet  determined.  The  present 
managers  are :  Hon.  John  £.  Parsons,  president ;  the  Rev.  Harold 
Arrowsmith,  Richard  Goodman,  Jr.,  R.  C.  Greenleaf,  M.D.,  and 
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the   Rev.  R.  De   W.  Mallary,  D.D.,    treasurer.     A  provisional 
librarian  is  in  charge  for  a  year,  —  Miss  Anna  L.  White. 

Population,    1895,    2,872;    valuation,    $3,202,626;    volumes, 
1898,  18,500;  circulation,  11,843. 

LBOMINSTBB. 

The  Leominster  Social*  Library  Association  was  formed  during 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  Francis  Gai-dner,  probably  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  its  books  were  kept  in  his  study. 
About  1825  the  old  volumes  were  sold  and  new  ones  bought;  and 
in  1848,  whatever  of  the  collection  remained  after  many  changes 
of  domicile  was  turned  over  to  the  Leominster  Lyceum,  which 
retained  the  library  until  1856,  when  it  was  formally  presented 
to  the  town,  upon  condition  that  a  free  public  library  should  be 
supported.  May  5,  1856,  the  town  accepted  the  gift,  and  appro- 
priated $75  for  the  first  year's  support  of  the  free  library-  In 
May,  1858,  a  committee  was  instructed  to  collect  certain  district 
libraries  and  add  them  to  the  public  library.  Francis  Tinker  was 
librarian  for  six  yeai-s,  kept  the  books  in  his  store  and  received  a 
salary  of  $50  per  annum.  In  1863  C.  W.  Carter  became  librarian. 
In  1864  a  fund  of  $5,000  was  received  from  the  estate  of  J.  Henry 
Kendall,  given  "for  the  formation  of  a  public  library,"  but  contin- 
gent upon  the  town's  supplying  a  room  satisfactory  to  the  trustees 
of  the  fund.  The  town  hall  was  raised  and  a  library  room  was 
fitted  up  on  the  ground  floor.  Here  the  library  was  housed  until 
the  new  town  house  was  built,  when  it  was  removed  to  the  upper 
story  of  the  old  building.  In  1864  the  town  bought  the  collection 
of  the  Leominster  Agricultural  Society,  founded  in  1857.  The 
Kendall  legacy  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books.  A 
mineralogical  and  antiquarian  collection  of  considerable  value  and 
interest  forms  an  annex  to  the  library,  the  town  having  voted  in 
1880  *'to  accept  of  the  museum  as  a  part  of  the  public  library, 
and  provide  for  its  care."  This  museum  originated  in  the  ear- 
nest zeal  of  Rev.  William  J.  Batt,  assisted  by  James  Bennett  and 
Dr.  G.  W.  Peirce. 

The  permanent  funds  of  the  library  are  $2,000,  a  bequest  from 
Leonard  Burrage;  $250,  a  legacy  from  Joel  Stearns ;  and  $5,000, 
bequeathed  by  Hon.  Alvah  A.  Burrage  of  Boston  in  1898.  The 
annual  income  from  these  is  $290.  The  town's  appropriation  the 
present  year  is  $1,600  and  the  refunded  dog  tax,  about  $740  more. 
The  cost  of  administration  is  $750. 

The  library  contains  a  set  of  the  ''  Leominster  Enterprise,"  the 
local  paper,  from  1852  to  date.     A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1881, 
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and  two  supplements  and  some  lists  of  accessions  have  been  pub- 
lished since.  It  has  no  card  catalogue.  It  is  open  every  week- 
day afternoon  from  2  to  5,  and  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
evenings  fix)m  6  to  9.  James  M.  Bronson  has  been  librarian  con- 
tinuously for  the  past  twenty-six  years.  It  is  managed  by  a  board 
of  six  trustees,  elected  by  the  town.  The  present  members  are: 
Hon.  Joel  D.  Miller,  Mrs.  Ella  M.  Wilder,  George  F.  Morse,  Miss 
Alice  G.  Burditt,  Mrs.  Henrietta  M.  Gates  and  William  H.  Burpee. 
Population,  1895,  9,211;  valuation,  $5,880,562;  volumes, 
1898,  17,998;  circulation,  89,626. 

liBVBBETT. 

The  free  public  library  of  Leverett  was  opened  Aug.  10,  1891, 
having  received  as  its  foundation  209  volumes  from  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission,  under  authority  of  chapter  347  of  the 
Acts  of  1890.  The  town  appropriates  annually  $50  for  its  sup- 
port, and  rooms  are  provided  for  it  in  the  dwellings  of  the  two 
librarians,  at  North  Leverett  and  Leverett- Centre.  For  each, 
encyclopaedias  have  been  purchased,  with  a  view  to  their  useful- 
ness to  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  schools.  The  cost  of  ad- 
ministration annually  is  $20.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1891  and 
a  supplement  in  1896.  Both  sections  of  the  library  are  open  to  the 
public  on  Mondays  from  7  to  9  p.m.,  and  on  Fridays  from  3  to  6  p.m. 
The  trustees  in  control,  three  in  number,  are :  Mrs.  O.  C.  Marvel, 
Mrs.  E.  L.  Graves  and  Mrs.  George  Dudley.  Mrs.  Graves  is  the 
librarian  at  North  Leverett  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Frai-y  at  the  Centre. 

Population,  1895,  744;  valuation,  $284,362;  volumes,  1898, 
725;  circulation,  1,419. 

LBXINQTON. 

Lexington's  Free  Public  Library  was  founded  April  20,  1868, 
by  Mrs.  Maria  (Hastings)  Cary  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a  native  of 
Lexington.  She  gave  $1,000  for  this  purpose  to  a  board  of 
trustees,  consisting  of  the  selectmen,  the  school  committee  and 
the  settled  ministers  of  the  town  for  the  time  being,  on  condition 
that  a  similar  amount  should  be  raised  in  books  or  in  money,  and 
that  the  town  should  provide  a  place  for  keeping  the  library,  with 
necessary  care  and  attendance,  and  that  it  should  be  kept  open 
and  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  under  proper  regulations.  The 
town  voted  to  accept  the  gift  and  comply  with  the  conditions. 
In  grateful  acknowledgment  of  Mrs.  Cary's  kindness,  it  was 
voted  that  the  library  should  receive  her  name,  and  be  known  as 
the  Cary  Libraiy.     Subsequently  Mrs.  Cary  made  an  additional 
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gift  of  85,000  as  an  endowment  fund,  to  which  she  added  $5,000 
more  in  her  will,  which  was  received  after  her  death.  She 
also  gave  $20,000  towards  the  erection  of  a  new  town  hall,  on 
condition  that  a  suitable  room  should  be  provided  in  it  for  the 
use  of  the  library,  together  with  certain  memorial  statues  and  tab- 
lets. The  permanent  endowment  is  now  $14,000,  $11,000  of 
which  is  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Gary  and  $3,000  the  gifts  of  various 
persons,  including  $1,000  from  the  late  George  W.  Robinson. 
The  whole  expense  to  the  town  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library 
annually,  has  not  been  less  than  $1,500,  all  of  which,  excepting 
salaries  and  care  of  room  —  about  $1,000  —  was  available  for  the 
purchase  of  books.  The  income  from  funds  is  wholly  devoted  to 
the  increase  of  the  library.  There  is  no  library  building,  but  a 
spacious  and  comfortable  hall  in  the  town  house  is  set  apart  for 
the  library.  Generous  donations  have  been  received  from  various 
persons ;  among  these  are  the  late  Hon.  Charles  Hudson,  Warren 
Sherburne,  Levi  Prosser,  George  Robinson  and  others. 

There  is  no  special  collection  of  publications  relating  to  the 
town,  but  it  has  files  of  the  only  paper  connected  with  the  town, 
"The  Lexington  Minute-man,"  and  a  collection  of  town  reports 
in  bound  volumes  from  the  beginning  of  their  publication.  It  con- 
tains no  special  collections  of  books,  but  has  some  portraits  of 
individuals  connected  with  the  history  of  the  town,  including  that 
of  Earl  Percy,  commander  of  the  British  reinforcement  on  April 
19,  1775 ;  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthew  Bridge,  early  set- 
tlers; of  Rev.  and  Mra.  John  Hancock,  Mr.  and  Mrs^  William 
Gary ;  and  busts  of  Rev.  Theodore  Parker,  a  native  of  the  town  ; 
of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Sewell;  and  of  the  late  General  Bartlett, 
whose  parents  resided  here.  It  has  a  large  number  of  valuable 
relics  of  revolutionary  history  and  characters,  including  the  brace 
of  pistols  worn  by  Major  Pitcairn  at  the  battle  of  Lexington,  one 
of  which  he  fired  when  he  gave  the  command  to  fire  on  the  minute- 
men  on  the  morning  of  April  19,  1775.  They  were  captured 
during  the  retreat  in  the  afternoon,  when  Pitcairn  was  thrown  from 
his  horse.  Special  measures  are  taken  to  make  the  library  useful 
to  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools,  and  it  is  much  frequented  by 
them  to  look  up  references  made  by  the  teachers.  A  reading-room 
is  maintained  in  connection  with  it,  and  supplied  with  40  period- 
icals. A  branch  of  the  library  is  established  at  East  Lexington, 
with  a  reading-room,  for  which  twelve  periodicals  are  taken,  and 
over  3,000  volumes  are  circulated  through  it  annually. 

A   bequest  of  Benjamin  Wellington,  a  native  of  Lexington, 
amounting  to  $2,000,  for  the  benefit  of  the  East  Lexington  branch, 
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has  been  partially  paid,  one-half  of  which  is  to  be  expended  for 
books  immediately,  and  the  balance  funded  and  the  income  used 
for  the  same  object. 

A  juvenile  department  has  been  opened  in  the  library,  and  is 
well  patronized  by  the  children.  All  possible  encouragement  is 
given  for  the  use  of  the  library,  and  every  assistance  rendered 
those  seeking  it  by  the  librarians.  A  new  catalogue  has  been 
printed,  at  a  cost  of  $2,500,  and  a  copy  given  to  every  family 
using  the  library.  The  annual  expenditure  for  books  and  adminis- 
tration amounts  to  upwards  of  $2,200,  of  which  the  town  appro- 
priates $1,600,  including  the  dog  tax,  and  the  balance  is  derived 
from  invested  funds. 

The  Cai-y  Library  is  managed  by  the  board  of  trustees  named  in 
the  original  gift  of  Mrs.  Gary,  — the  selectmen,  three  in  number, 
chosen  annually;  the  school  committee,  three  in  number,  one 
of  whom  is  chosen  annually;  the  settled  ministers,  of  whom 
there  are  now  five,  of  course  depending  on  the  favor  of  their 
several  churches  for  their  term  of  office.  The  board  of  trustees 
thus  consists  of  eleven  persons,  six  of  whom  are  chosen  by 
the  town.  There  are  three  persons  appointed  to  care  for  the 
library,  and  the  annual  cost  of  administration  is  between  $800 
and  $900.  It  has  a  printed  catalogue,  made  in  1885,  but  relies 
almost  wholly  upon  a  card  catalogue,  which  is  extensive  and 
accurate.  The  library  is  open  on  the  afternoons  of  each  week- 
day :  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  from  2  to  6 ;  Tuesdays, 
Thursdays  and  Saturdays  from  1  to  9  p.m.  Lists  of  accessions 
are  posted  up  in  the  library  room.  The  Gary  Library  absorbed 
the  Social  Library  and  the  Agricultural  Library  at  the  time  of  its 
organization.  The  names  of  the  present  board  of  trustees  are  as 
follows :  John  F.  Hutchinson,  Edwin  S.  Spaulding  and  Wm.  H. 
White,  selectmen ;  E.  A.  Bayley,  Alfred  Pierce  and  H.  H.  Hamil- 
ton, school  committee;  Reverends  Gharles  F.  Garter,  John  H. 
Cox,  James  Werner,  Patrick  J.  Kavanagh  and  Garlton  A.  Staples, 
settled  ministers.  Miss  Marion  P.  Kirkland  is  acting  librarian, 
with  Miss  Helen  E.  Muzzey  and  Miss  MacKinnon  as  assistants. 

Population,  1895,  3,498 ;  valuation,  $4,349,474  ;  volumes,  1898, 
17,118;  circulation,  32,222,  of  which  60  per  cent,  is  fiction. 

liBYDBN. 

The  Leyden  Public  Library  was  established  in  1883,  and  was 
at  first  supported  in  part  by  entertainments  given  by  citizens  and 
in  part  by  a  small  town  appropriation,  usually  the  returned  dog 
tax,  $50  in  1898.     The  town  had,  however,  no  part  in  its  manage- 
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ment  until  1892,  when  it  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  library 
act  of  1890,  and  was  furnished  with  $100  worth  of  books  by  the 
Free  Public  Library  Commission.  The  library  occupies  a  suitable 
room  in  the  town  house,  and  is  open  every  Saturday  from  4  to 
8  P.M.  The  trustees  are  three  in  number:  C.  W.  Severance, 
Uriah  T.  Darling  and  F.  R.  Foster.  Miss  Annie  V.  Miner  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,363;  valuation,  $166,871;  volumes,  1898, 
970;  circulation,  1,025. 

LINCOLN. 

The  Lincoln  Public  Library  had  its  origin  in  the  bequest,  in 
1870,  by  Mrs.  Eliza  (Rotch)  Farrar,  of  the  library  of  her  hus- 
band. Prof.  John  Farrar  of  Harvard  College,  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  part  of  a  public  library  for  the  town  of  Lincoln.  This, 
with  another  gift  from  Dr.  George  Russell,  formed  a  nucleus  of 
of  about  1,000  volumes.  The  fine  public  library  building,  con- 
structed of  rough  brick  with  trimmings  of  reddish  Longmeadow 
freestone,  was  completed  in  1884,  and  presented  to  the  town 
by  George  Grosvenor  Tarbell,  a  native  of  the  town.  It  has 
a  capacity  for  about  14,000  volumes.  The  property  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  trustees,  designated  by  the  donor, 
comprising  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen  and  the  chairman  of 
the  school  committee  for  the  time  being  ex-officio,  and  Messrs. 
Samuel  H.  Pierce,  John  F.  Farrar  and  Dr.  George  G.  Tarbell,  — 
the  three  last  named  to  elect  their  successors  in  perpetuity. 
Previous  to  Jan.  1,  1889,  the  library  had  a  fund  of  $1,100; 
but  in  1890,  $1,000  was  received  from  Mr.  Ogden  Codman;  and 
the  donor  of  the  building,  who  died  Dec.  23,  1889,  left  a  bequest 
of  $5,000;  so  that  it  has  now  a  total  fund  of  $7,100.  The 
annual  appropriation  of  the  town  is  usually  $500  and  the  dog  tax. 

The  pupils  of  the  public  schools  are  encouraged  to  go  to  the  library 
for  information,  and  the  teachers  are  allowed  to  take  from  the 
library  any  books  they  need  to  aid  them  in  the  instruction  of  their 
pupils.  It  has  a  card  catalogue,  and  a  printed  catalogue  was  issued 
in  1884,  which  has  been  supplemented  by  lists  of  accessions.  It  is 
open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  3  to  9  p.m.,  and  the 
annual  cost  of  administration  is  $425.  Miss  Hulda  A.  Howes  is 
the  present  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,111;  valuation,  $2,517,177  ;  volumes,  1898, 
6,323 ;  circulation,  4,894. 
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LITTLETON. 

The  Reuben  Hoar  Library  of  Littleton  had  its  origin  in  Decem- 
ber, 1884,  when  a  gentleman  in  Boston,  who  modestly  withheld 
the  use  of  his  name  in  this  connection,  offered  to  the  town,  through 
the  chairman  of  its  board  of  selectmen,  the  sum  of  $10,000,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library,  on  the  condition 
that  the  town  appropriate  $10,000  and  that  $2,500  be  raised  by 
subscription.  Of  this  gift,  $5,000  was  to  be  expended  at  once  for 
books,  $5,000  was  to  be  invested  as  a  fund  for  the  replenishing 
of  the  library,  and  the  income  of  the  $2,500  subscription  fund 
was  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  library.  The  library  was 
to  be  called  the  Reuben  Hoar  Library,  iu  honor  of  a  citizen  of 
Littleton  who  died  several  yeai*s  ago,  and  who  in  the  boyhood  of 

I  the  donor  had  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  his  father  at  a  time 

of  fiuancial  embarrassment.  The  conditions  were  accepted  and 
complied  with,  and  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public  July  30, 

I  1887.     The  $10,000  appropriated  by  the  town  was  used  in  the 

erection  of  a  building,  in  old  English  style,  containing  a  town  hall, 
apartments  for  the  use  of  town  officers  and  a  library  and  reading- 
room. 

i  The  gentleman  above  referred  to  was  William  Stevens  Houghton 

of  Boston,  a  former  resident  of  Littleton,  who  left  the  place  in  his 
younger  days  and  sought  and  made  his  fortune  in  broader  fields. 
Mr.  Houghton  died  in  Boston,  Jan.  3, 1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven.     In  the  following  spring  the  town  authorities  received  a 

I  communication  from  Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Houghton  and  Clement  S. 

I  Houghton,  children  of    the  founder  of  the  library,  to  the  effect 

I  that  they  desired  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  father  by  car- 

rying out  his  private  intention  to  give  the  town  a  separate  library 
building.     They  made  a  formal  offer  to  do  so,  provided  the  town 

I  would  assign  for  that  purpose  a  triangular  lot  of  land  which  had 

served  as  a  small  park  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  within  a  few 
steps  of  the  town  hall,  and  would  further  accept  the  simple  and 
necessary  conditions  ^  ^  that  the  building  shall  be  used  always  for 
the  purposes  of  a  library  building  and    reading-room;    that  the 

I  Reuben  Hoar  Library  shall  be  placed  in  and  always  kept  in  this 

i  building ;  and  that  the  town  annually  make  appropriation,  under 

I  the  authority  given  to  it  by  chapter  40  of  the  Public  Statutes,  for 

the  maintenance  and  insurance  of  the  building  and  library."  The 
conditions  were  gladly  complied  with  by  the  town,  and  the  build- 
ing was  erected  by  the  Hougbtons  and  presented  to  the  town 
at  the  dedication  exercises,  Dec.  4,  1895.     It  is  built  of  yellow 
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brick  with  white  terra-cotta  trimmings,  and  has  a  frontage  of  fifty 
feet  with  a  depth  of  fifty-seven.  It  contains  delivery  room, 
reading-room,  libr/irian's  room  and  two-story  stack  room,  fitted 
with  iron  stacks  and  shelves,  and  in  addition  a  small  room  assigned 
to  the  collection  of  the  Littleton  Historical  Society.  A  bronze 
memorial  tablet,  a  portrait  of  William  S.  Houghton  and  appropriate 
furniture  were  all  provided  by  the  thoughtful  donors.  Every- 
thing is  of  the  best  quality  and  of  beautiful  design,  calculated  to 
elevate  and  educate  the  taste  of  the  community.  The  cost  of 
building  and  furnishings  was  approximately  $25,000. 

The  grading  about  the  library  and  changes  in  the  streets  ap- 
proaching it,  made  necessary  io  the  proper  appearance  of  the  build- 
ing, were  done  by  the  town,  under  the  direction  of  Hon.  George  W. 
Sanderson,  then  chairman  of  the  selectmen,  at  an  expense  of 
$1,500.  The  town  also  placed  upon  the  building  at  either  side  of 
the  entrance,  in  arches  especially  built  for  the  purpose,  bronze 
tablets  bearing  the  names  of  the  men  ^  of  Littleton  who  served  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  The  library  thei'efore  commemorates : 
(1)  The  wise  and  generous  action  of  a  citizen  of  Littleton  toward 
an  nnfortunate  townsman;  (2)  The  gratitude  and  philanthropy 
of  the  son  of  the  man  thus  aided  to  success;  (3)  The  filial 
reverence  and  continued  philanthropy  in  the  third  generation; 
(4)  Patriotism  and  heroism  of  Littleton  men. 

By  the  terms  of  the  gift  of  the  library  fund  the  board  of 
trustees  consists  of  seven  members,  —  the  pastors  of  the  three 
churches  in  the  town,  with  one  layman  from  each  denomination 
and  one  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  who  by  vote  of  the  town  is 
the  chairman  of  the  selectmen.  The  three  laymen  are  elected  in 
town  meeting,  one  each  year  for  three  years.  At  the  suggestion 
of  the  donors,  the  care  of  the  building  was  put  in  the  hands  of 
the  trustees  of  the  library  fund,  to  whom  the  town  added  Clement 
S.  Houghton,  who  accepted  the  position. 

Its  present  available  funds  consist  of  the  $5,000  contributed 
by  the  original  donor ;  $1,000  bequeathed  by  Augustus  Fletcher, 
a  native  of  Littleton;  and  a  little  over  $1,500  raised  by  private 
subscription  among  the  residents  of  the  town.  The  town  expends 
about  $500  a  year  for  librarian's  salary,  care  and  maintenance 
of  the  building. 

Among  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  local  history  of  the  town, 
the  library  contains  the  manuscript  papers  of  the  late  Samuel 
Smith  of  Littleton,  consisting  mainly  of  genealogical  items  and 
incidents  connected  with  the  early  history  of  the  town.  The 
books  of  the  Littleton   Historical  Society  are    also  kept  in  the 
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IMiniOTtal  of  IVilliam  5.  Hougblon  by  bis  Childrm. 


MARION    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Elifabtlb  Tabtr. 
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library,  and  are  available  for  use  in  the  reading-room.  Twenty- 
one  periodicals  are  taken.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  are 
allowed  to  take  three  books  at  a  time,  and  each  teacher  has  also 
the  privilege  of  a  pupil's  card,  on  which  six  books  may  be  taken 
at  a  time.  Special  effort  is  also  made  by  the  librarian  to  procure 
books  which  may  be  useful  to  the  teachers  and  pupils.  A  cata- 
logue was  published  in  1887,  and  a  yearly  list  of  additions  is  pub- 
lished. The  books  owned  by  the  town  and  the  volumes  formerly 
owned  by  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Littleton  have  been  added 
to  the  library.  It  is  open  both  Wednesday  and  Saturday  from 
2  to  5  and  from  7  to  9  p.m.  The  librarian  takes  especial  pains  to 
direct  persons  asking  for  information,  and  to  lay  before  the  ti'ustees 
lists  of  books  needed  to  supply  the  information,  which  are  bought 
so  far  as  means  permit.  The  librarian  also  allows  all  worthy 
of  the  privilege  to  go  into  the  stack  room,  and  encourages  people 
to  find  for  themselves  the  books  which  will  benefit  and  interest 
them.  Many  school  children  are  to  be  found  in  the  alcoves, 
busily  searching  out  the  treasures  of  the  library,  and  the  privilege 
does  not  seem  to  be  abused. 

Looking  back  over  the  thirteen  years  since  the  offer  of  a  library 
fund  was  made  to  the  town,  it  can  be  seen  clearly  that  it  has  been 
an  incalculable  benefit.  Great  interest  has  been  shown  by  old  and 
young  in  the  library,  and  its  usefulness  and  the  mental  stimulus  it 
has  given  to  the  people  are  apparent.  The  town  has  been  led  to 
make  expenditures  which  in  advance  would  have  seemed  somewhat 
burdensome,  but  which  have  been  fully  justified,  not  only  in  the 
benefits  derived  from  the  library,  but  also  from  the  enjoyment  of 
a  good  town  hall,  which  might  have  been  long  deferred  had  it  not 
been  necessary  in  order  to  provide  the  firet  quarters  for  the  library. 

The  present  trustees  are :  Nelson  B.  Conant,  chairman ;  Rev. 
William  J.  Clones,  secretary ;  Herbert  J.  Harwood, -treasurer ;  Rev. 
Isaac  F.  Porter,  Rev.  Amelia  A.  Frost,  Miss  Julia  S.  Conant  and 
Francis  W.  Dodge.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Sarah  F.  White,  who 
has  served  in  that  capacity  from  the  founding  of  the  library.* 

Population,  1895,  1,136;  valuation,  $902,451;  volumes,  1898, 
7,043;  circulation,  6,575. 

LONOMBADOW. 

The  town  of  Longmeadow  was,  by  a  town  meeting  vote  in  1895, 
brought  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890, 
and  received  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  $100  worth 

*  Contriboted  by  Herbert  J.  Harwood. 
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of  selected  volames,  as  the  foundation  of  a  free  library.  An  an- 
nual appropriation  of  $100,  in  addition  to  the  dog  tax  relumed,  is 
made  for  library  purposes,  —  a  total  in  1898  of  9162.55.  The 
books  are  kept  in  a  building  used  for  town  offices,  and  the  work 
of  administration  is  gratuitous.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays 
from  3  to  5  p.m.  The  books  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Asso- 
ciation have  been  joined  to  the  free  library,  and  other  donors 
besides  the  State  have  been :  the  Wolcott  and  Medlicott  families, 
Miss  Storrs,  William  F.  Emerson  and  Rev.  S.  G.  Barnes.  The 
teachers  in  public  schools  act  as  assistant  librarians,  and  every 
effort  is  exerted  to  make  the  library  useful  to  pupils.  The  trus- 
tees are :  Rev*  Stephen  G.  Barnes,  Mrs.  D.  T.  Smith  and  Miss 
Clara  G.  Wolcott.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Gates. 

Population,  1895,  620;  valuation,  $665,492;  volumes,  1898, 
1,259;  circulation,  2,555. 

liOWBLL. 

The  City  Library  of  Lowell  was  established  by  the  city  council 
in  1844.  On  February  19  of  that  year  the  council  appointed 
a  committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  establishing  a  school 
library ;  and  on  the  20th  of  May  an  ordinance  was  passed  to  carry 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  special  committee,  and  an  appro- 
priation of  $2,000  was  made  for  the  formation  of  the  library. 
The  library  room  was  on  the  first  floor  of  the  city  hall  building, 
and  there  it  remained  until  its  removal  in  1872  to  the  business 
building  known  as  Hosford  block.  The  library  was  not  free  until 
1883,  previous  to  that  date  a  charge  of  50  cents  per  annum  having 
been  made  for  the  privilege  of  using  it.  Early  in  the  year  1888 
the  Hon.  Charles  D.  Palmer,  then  mayor  of  the  city,  called  the 
attention  of  the  city  council  to  the  desirability  of  having  a  board 
of  trustees  for  the  library  incorporated,  with  a  view  to  improving 
its  efficiency,  gaining  authority  to  hold  property  for  its  benefit 
and  to  encourage  the  bestowal  of  gifts  and  benefactions.  The 
matter  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  education,  who,  after  a 
public  hearing,  reported  favorably  thereon,  and  an  order  was 
adopted,  petitioning  the  Legislature  for  the  desired  act.  The  leg- 
islative committee  on  education,  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred, 
reported  favorably,  and  the  incorporating  act  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature,  and  signed  by  the  governor  April  17.  By  this  act 
the  government  of  the  libraiy  is  vested  in  the  mayor,  eoc-officio,  and 
a  board  of  five  trustees  appointed  by  him  and  confirmed  by  the 
aldermen,  one  being  appointed  each  year,  to  serve  for  the  term 
of  five  years. 


LOWELL   CITY    LIBRARY. 
Buill  by  the  City. 
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On  April  5,  1891,  the  library  suffered  Berious  damage  and  con- 
siderable loss  by  fire.  Fortunately  for  the  city,  the  library  was 
insured,  and  the  insurance  companies  paid  the  city  treasurer 
$13,500  for  the  loss,  giving  the  salvage  from  the  fire  to  the 
library.  By  a  great  amount  of  work  on  the  part  of  the  employees, 
most  of  the  damaged  books  were  dried  and  pressed  so  that  they 
could  be  used,  and  much  of  the  insurance  money  became  available 
for  the  purchase  of  new  books.  The  present  librarian,  Frederick 
A.  Chase,  was  appointed  July  1,  1891. 

In  May,  1893,  the  library  was  moved  to  the  new  memorial 
building,  which  was  begun  by  the  city  in  1890,  and  in  June 
started  on  a  new  career  of  usefulness  in  its  handsome  new  quarters. 
Since  coming  into  this  building  the  library  has  shown  great 
growth  in  size  and  also  in  its  appreciation  by  the  public,  and  bids 
fair  to  be  one  of  the  large  and  useful  libraries  of  the  country. 
As  an  auxiliary  to  the  public  schools,  the  library  is  doing  efficient 
work.  Teachers  are  allowed  and  encouraged  to  take  whatever 
books  they  may  need,  without  limit  as  to  number  and  without 
time  limitations.  This  privilege  has  been  extended  to  teachers 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  now  shows  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  books  furnished  for  use  in  the  schools.  This  increase 
is  due  in  part  to  the  general  demand,  which  has  grown  with  the 
library  and  with  the  increasing  appreciation  of  the  special  privileges 
granted  to  teachers,  but  chiefly  through  the  recent  establishment 
of  several  important  schools  in  our  city,  chief  among  which  are 
the  State  Normal  School  and  the  Lowell  Textile  School,  both 
destined  to  be  important  factors  'in  the  intellectual  growth  of  the 
city.  The  former  has  started  auspiciously  in  a  building  now  nearly 
completed,  and  will  doubtless  be  a  model  school  of  its  kind.  The 
latter  is  a  notable  attempt  at  intelligent  instruction  in  textile  work 
and  in  kindred  branches  of  industry,  and  the  significance  and  im- 
portance of  this  school  in  the  industrial  progress  of  our  city  is 
fully  recognized.  The  library  managers  desire  to  aid  and  co- 
operate in  the  general  work  of  the  schools  and  in  the  special  work 
of  the  textile  school,  and  intend  to  have  and  maintain  one  of  the 
best  equipped  technical  libraries  in  the  country. 

An  important  work  in  bringing  the  contents  of  the  library  before 
its  patrons  was  begun  in  October,  1896,  in  the  publication  of  a 
monthly  bulletin,  each  number  containing,  besides  the  list  of  addi- 
tions for  the  month,  a  reference  list  on  some  special  subject. 
These  bulletins  are  distributed  gratuitously  at  the  library,  and 
mailed  to  teachers  and  others  who  are  known  to  be  interested. 
The  special  lists  already  published   have  covered  the  following 
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subjects:  (1)  botany;  (2)  chemistry,  chemical  technology  and 
manufactures;  (3)  municipal  government;  (4)  Fi'ench  fiction; 
(5)  electricity;  (6)  architecture;  (7)  astronomy;  (8)  evolution; 
(9)  American  authors ;   (10)  historical  fiction. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  superior  opportunity  offered  by  the 
larger  accommodations  of  the  new  library,  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  make  its  contents  more  available  to  the  public,  by  giving 
exhibitions  of  the  photographs,  plates,  etc.,  in  the  library's  pos- 
session. The  first  exhibition  consisted  of  the  library's  collection 
of  about  700  photographs  (of  paintings  and  sculpture)  ;  the  sec- 
ond, of  the  800  plates  illustrating  Ongania's  grand  monograph  on 
St.  Mark ;  the  third  was  a  loan  exhibition  of  valuable  paintings  of 
modem  masters  from  a  private  gallery  in  Boston ;  the  fourth  com- 
prised the  library's  collection  of  plates  of  textile  fabrics,  mostly 
in  color;  following  this  was  an  exhibition  of  the  collection  of 
Alpine  views  known  as  the  Sella  collection ;  the  sixth  exhibition 
was  a  misceUaneous  collection  of  plates,  chiefly  architectural.  It 
is  proposed  to  continue  these  exhibitions  from  time  to  time,  as  it 
is  found  that  a  great  many  people  can  thus  enjoy  import^t  works 
who  would  not  otherwise  see  them. 

The  original  five  trustees  appointed  by  Mayor  Palmer  in  Decern- 
ber,  1888,  were:  Hon.  George  F.  Richardson,  Frank  P.  Putnam, 
Thomas  Walsh,  Stephen  J.  Johnson  and  Larkin  T.  Trull.  All  of 
these,  with  the  exception  of  the  last  named,  are  at  present  trustees 
of  the  library.  Philip  J.  Farley  is  now  the  fifth  member  of  the 
board.* 

Population,  1895,  84,867;  valuation,  $78,284,981;  volumes, 
1898,  58,000 ;  the  circulation  in  the  past  four  years  has  varied  from 
145,000  to  165,000. 

LUDLOW. 

The  Hubbard  Memorial  Library,  with  its  beautiful  new  building, 
is  wholly  the  generous  provision  of  the  Ludlow  Manufacturing 
Company.  Primarily  intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  operatives, 
when  it  was  started  in  1883,  its  use  was  made  free  to  all  citizens, 
and  in  1889  the  books  were  given  to  the  town,  to  be  placed  in  the 
Memorial  Hall.  This,  an  artistically  designed  edifice,  constructed 
of  brick  and  stone,  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  $27,000  as  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Charles  T.  Hubbard,  treasurer  of  the  Ludlow 
Manufacturing  Company,  by  his  widow  and  children,  and  by  them 
presented  to  the  town  of  Ludlow.  The  support  of  the  library  is 
at  the  present  time  entirely  the  voluntary  act  of  the  above-named 

*  Contributed  by  the  librarian,  Frederick  A.  Chase. 
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corporation,  the  town  appropriating  for  library  purposes  $75  in 
1898,  which  was  expended  for  magazines  and  papers  for  the 
reading-room.  Since  the  opening  of  the  hbrary  in  1891  there  has 
been  a  regular  addition  to  the  shelves  of  new  and  useful  books,  so 
that  it  is  expected  soon  to  number  5,000  volumes.  Printed  forms 
are  supplied  by  the  librarian  to  any  resident,  on  which  may  be 
designated  any  new  books  which  it  is  desired  shall  be  added  to  the 
library,  these  requests  being  invariably  honored  with  each  new 
purchase  of  books.  Special  care  has  been  taken  that  the  library 
shall  be  rich  in  reference  works,  encyclopedias  and  the  like,  and 
in  this  respect  it  is  quite  equal  to  those  of  some  cities.  Special 
cards  are  provided  for  the  use  of  teachers,  according  the  privilege 
to  draw  several  books  at  the  same  time.  Every  opportunity  is 
used  to  co-operate  with  the  staff  of  school  teachers  in  encouraging 
the  use  of  the  library  by  the  members  of  schools,  and  along  this 
line  much  work  has  been  done  in  outlining  and  suggesting  profit- 
able courses  of  reading.  The  library  and  reading-room  are  open 
each  week-day  evening  from  7  to  9  o'clock  and  on  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  afternoons  from  2  to  6  o'clock.  The  present  trustees 
are :  J.  E.  Stevens,  E.  E.  Fuller  and  A.  S.  Bennett.  Mabel  R. 
Grove  is  the  librarian. 

Population,    1895,    2,562;    valuation,    $1,048,676;    volumes, 
1898,  3,500 ;  circulation,  7,000. 

liUNBNBUBO. 

The  Lunenburg  Library  Association,  after  an  existence  of 
several  years,  transferred  its  books  to  the  town  Dec.  24,  1853, 
and  the  town  assumed  their  management  and  support  as  a  public 
library  free  for  the  use  of  all  its  citizens.  A  book  club  existed  in 
the  town  as  early  as  1790,  the  records  of  which  are  in  existence. 
In  1867  Miss  Frances  Caldwell  bequeathed  $500  to  the  town,  the 
income  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library. 
In  1894  Mrs.  Mary  Stickney  Spaulding  gave  $2,000  to  the  town 
as  a  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  purchase  of 
books.  The  annual  town  appropriation  is  $150.  The  library 
occupies  a  room  in  the  town  hall  building.  The  teachers  are 
given  the  privilege  of  taking  out  such  books  as  they  desire  for  use 
in  the  schools.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1889,  and  lists 
of  the  books  added  are  printed  once  each  year.  The  library  is 
open  Saturday  from  3  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m.,  and  Wednesday 
from  7  to  9  p.m.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $52  per 
year.  In  addition  to  the  books  of  the  Lunenburg  Library  Asso- 
ciation, the  library  contains  a  portion  of  the  volumes  of  one  of 
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the  old  school-district  libraries.  The  board  of  trastees  consists  of 
six  members,  chosen  by  the  town.  At  present  they  are :  O.  P. 
Abercrombie,  James  A.  Litchfield,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Keese,  Miss  Helen 
G.  Jones  and  Miss  Fannie  C.  Graves.  The  librarian  is  Miss  L. 
Frances  Jones. 

Population,  1896,  1,237;  valuation,  $794,684;  volumes,  1898, 
4,010;  circulation,  4,358. 

LYNN. 

In  his  inaugural  address  of  January,  1862,  Hon.  Peter  M.  Neal, 
mayor  of  Lynn,  commended  to  the  consideration  of  the  city  council 
the  establishment  of  a  free  public  library.  Soon  after  the  Lynn 
Library  Association  offered  to  donate  to  the  city  its  collection  of 
nearly  4,000  volumes,  making  only  the  conditions  that  $1,000 
should  be  appropriated  for  its  enlargement,  and  that  it  should  be 
maintained  for  the  free  use  of  the  public.  This  offer  was  officially 
accepted.  This  library  association  was  incorporated  in  1855,  to 
take  charge  of  the  books  and  curiosities  of  the  Lynn  Natural  His- 
tory Society,  then  about  to  disband.  Its  library  contained  not 
only  the  valuable  scientific  books  which  the  Natural  History  Society 
had  gathered,  but  a  miscellaneous  collection,  which  had  been 
transferred  five  years  before,  from  the  old  *^  Social  Library,"  an 
organization  which  dates  its  legal  histoiy  from  1818.  The  little 
company  who  founded  the  social  library  were  the  pioneers  of  the 
public  library  interest  in  Lynn,  and  the  most  prominent  among 
them  were  Richard  Hazeltine  and  Alonzo  Lewis.  This  library 
continued  thirty- five  years,  was  fostered  by  citizens  of  commend- 
able public  spirit,  and  was  a  credit  to  the  community.  In  its  later 
years  it  was  sustained  by  a  generation  of  men  younger  than  its 
founders,  of  whom  Amos  Rhodes,  William  B.  Oliver  and  Henry 
Newhall  were  most  prominent.  In  1830  the  proprietors  erected  a 
library  building  on  Market  Street,  which  for  a  score  of  years  was 
a  favorite  resort  of  the  reading  and  thinking  portion  of  the  people. 

The  first  board  of  trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  elected  la 
1862,  were :  Charles  C.  Shackford,  Ezi*a  W.  Mudge,  Charles  B. 
Holmes,  John  C.  Houghton,  William  A.  Brown,  Amos  P.  Tapley, 
David  N.  Johnson,  Stephen  N.  Richardson  and  Jesse  L.  Attwill^ 
the  mayor  and  president  of  the  common  council  being  membera  ex- 
officio.  Of  the  nine  elected  trustees,  three  were  to  be  chosen  an- 
nually. Charles  B.  Holmes  was  chosen  president,  and  Wm.  A. 
Brown  secretary.  Jacob  Batchelder  was  made  librarian.  Very 
fortunate  was  the  new  institution  in  securing  the  services  of  this 
scholarly  man,  who,  having  been  a  successful   and  honored  in- 
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stmctor  in  the  town  for  many  years,  was  believed  to  be  the  most 
eligible  person  for  the  position.  He  held  the  office  until  his  death, 
Dec.  17,  1876.  Under  the  direction  of  the  trustees,  especially  of 
Messrs.  Shackford  and  Mudge,  the  number  of  books  added  the 
first  year  was  more  than  1,000.  A  still  further  accession  was 
soon  made  by  the  gift  of  27b  well-selected  works  from  the  Chris- 
tian Association,  which  disbanded  about  that  time.  The  library 
was  soon  in  advance,  not  of  the  needs  of  the  community,  but  of 
general  appreciation.  It  lacked  patronage  and  encouragement. 
It  had  a  body  of  enthusiastic  supporters,  and  by  their  efforts  con- 
stantly advanced. 

When  the  city  hall  was  finished,  in  1867,  rooms  were  set  apart 
for  the  library.  The  removal  from  the  insufficient  accommodations 
at  the  corner  of  Market  and  Tremont  streets,  to  rooms  which  then 
were  new  and  elegant,  though  not  spacious,  brought  the  library 
more  conspicuously  before  the  public,  gave  it  dignity  and  increased 
its  circulation.  It  thus  became  a  prominent  department  of  the 
public  service,  and  was  constantly  in  the  view  of  the  city  govern- 
ment. This  resulted  in  larger  appropriations,  but  not  large 
enough  to  satisfy  the  reasonable  desires  of  the  trustees.  As  th« 
circulation  increased,  the  old  system  of  charging  became  very  in- 
convenient, and  the  librarian  introduced  the  method  then  in  use  in 
the  Boston  Public  Library. 

In  1869,  by  the  will  of  Sidney  Bowne  Pratt,  the  library  received 
the  munificent  bequest  of  910,000.  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  opportune.  The  annual  appropriations  had  not  been  ungen- 
erous, but  the  trustees  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  use  money 
from  the  city  treasury  except  for  the  most  obvious  advantage  of 
the  people.  This  private  fund  enabled  them  to  minister  to  the 
wants  of  the  more  studious  classes,  and  to  buy  many  expensive 
bat  much-needed  reference  books.  The  Pratt  bequest  practically 
founded  the  invaluable  reference  department  of  the  library. 

In  1863  the  first  catalogue  was  published.  This  was  supple- 
mented by  a  series  of  bulletins,  until  tlie  library  required  classifi- 
cation and  a  new  catalogue.  The  librarian  realized  this,  and  was 
giving  it  serious  consideration,  but  had  matured  no  plan  known  to 
the  trustees  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1876.  From  December 
of  that  year  for  about  six  weeks  the  internal  management  of  the 
library  devolved  upon  the  assistant  librarians.  Miss  E.  E.  Rule 
and  Miss  H.  L.  Matthews,  under  whose  care  the  interests  of  the 
library  were  fully  sustained.  In  January  John  C.  Houghton  was 
chosen  librarian.  He  entered  on  the  performance  of  his  duties 
Feb.  1,  1877.     Having  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
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from  its  first  organization,  and  for  several  years  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  the  purchase  of  books,  he  was  already  familiar  with 
the  condition  and  wants  of  the  library,  which  then  contained  about 
24,000  volumes.  The  general  arrangement  was  the  same  which 
prevailed  in  the  Library  Association  twenty  years  before,  the 
books  being  located  upon  the  shelves  and  numbered  nearly  in  the 
order  of  their  accession.  A  better  arrangement  was  needed,  and 
an  effort  was  soon  made  to  secure  it.  The  plan  adopted  was  to 
arrange  all  new  books  in  classes,  according  to  their  subjects,  and 
gradually  to  bring  the  entire  library  under  the  same  system  of 
distribution.  The  work  was  carried  steadily  forward,  without 
disturbing  the  ordinary  business  of  the  library,  until  August, 
1882,  when  the  work  of  classification  being  well  advanced,  the 
trustees  authorized  the  librarian  to  prepare  an  alphabetical  cata- 
logue of  the  entire  library,  over  80,000  volumes,  to  be  arranged 
under  authors'  names,  titles  and  subjects.  The  preliminary  work 
began  Sept.  1,  1882,  and  the  first  sheets  came  from  the  press  in 
February,  1885.  The  final  transfer  of  books  was  made  the  fol- 
lowing August,  and  the  library  was  opened  under  the  new  organ- 
isation Sept.  21,  1885. 

The  growth  of  the  library  has  been  necessarily  slow,  but  its 
accessions  have  been  judiciously  made,  and  its  present  composition 
is  satisfactory  to  all  acquainted  with  it.  Besides  the  Pratt  fund, 
the  principal  donations  of  money  have  been:  Henry  Newhall's 
bequest  of  82,000  in  1879 ;  Mrs.  Amos  Rhodes'  gift  of  a  like 
amount,  in  1890;  and  two  bequests  in  1893,  one  of  $1,000  by 
the  late  Edwaixl  Ashcroft,  another  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shute  of 
nearly  $80,000  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  be  used  by  the 
Lynn  Public  Library,  in  memory  of  her  husband,  the  late  William 
Shute.  Other  citizens  have  made  generous  contributions  of  books, 
works  of  art,  and  money  according  to  their  means.  The  city  ap- 
propriation has  for  several  yeara  averaged  about  $7,000.  The 
annual  cost  of  administration  is  about  $4,500. 

The  library  has  not  been  unduly  promoted  in  the  interest  of  the 
popular  reader.  It  has  grown  to  be  such  a  repository  as  attracts 
the  scholar,  the  specialist  and  the  antiquary.  In  the  department 
of  history  it  is  very  strong,  scarcely  any  important  historical  work 
in  the  English  language  being  omitted  from  its  catalogue.  Espe- 
cially is  this  true  of  local  history.  Everything  is  prized  that  throws 
light  on  the  origin  of  this  ancient  town  and  of  related  communities ; 
all  pamphlets,  newspapers,  manuscripts  as  well  as  books,  have 
been  zealously  sought  for  and  carefully  preserved.  Biography 
also  is  a  department  which  the  librarian  and  trustees  mention  with 
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just  satisfaction.  The  collection  of  scientific  books  has  of  late 
been  greatly  enlarged.  Recent  improvements  in  library  adminis- 
tration have  been  promptly  adopted.  Especial  attention  is  given 
to  the  young  people  of  the  city,  by  allowing  great  freedom  in  the 
use  of  the  resources  of  the  library  and  by  direct  personal  assist- 
ance whenever  it  is  needed. 

Thus  far  in  its  history  the  library  has  not  had  suitable  rooms 
for  its  accommodation,  but  recently  efforts  have  been  made  to 
secure  a  new  library  building.  The  work  is  in  the  care  of  a  special 
committee;  a  fine  site  has  been  purchased,  a  plan  adopted,  the 
corner-stone  was  laid  with  full  Masonic  ceremony  and  appropriate 
addresses  on  July  23,  and  soon  this  valuable  collection  of  books 
will  find  a  suitable  home  and  opportunity  for  its  broad  and  benefi- 
cent work. 

Thus  the  Free  Public  Library  has  come  to  be  acknowledged  and 
appreciated  as  one  of  the  most  important  educational  forces  in  the 
city.  During  the  thirty- five  years  of  its  history  there  have  been 
only  seven  presidents  of  the  board  of  trustees :  Charles  B.  Holmes, 
1862-63;  Charles  C.  Shackford,  1864-65;  Ezra  W.  Mudge, 
1 865-78 ;  Theodore  Attwill,  1878-80 ;  Edward  S.  Davis,  1880-87  ; 
Elihu  B.  Hayes,  1887-94;  Henry  A."  Pevear,  1894-97.  The 
present  board  of  trustees  is  constituted  as  follows:  Henry  A. 
Pevear,  Walter  O.  Faulkner,  Charles  H.  Chase,  Elihu  B.  Hayes, 
Nathan  Clark,  John  W.  Berry,  Rollin  E.  Harmon,  Joseph  N. 
Smith,  Stephen  S.  Marsh,  the  Mayor,  Walter  L.  Ramsdell,  and 
the  president  of  the  common  council,  Charles  C.  Fry.  John  C. 
Houghton  is  librarian.* 

Population,  1895,  62,354;  valuation,  $51,141,478;  volumes, 
1898,  54,000;  circulation,  120,000. 

LYNNPIBLD. 

A  free  public  library  was  established  in  Lynnfield  by  a  vote  of 
the  town,  in  the  spring  of  1892,  ac^j^ting  the  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 347  of  the  Acts  of  1890.  By  authority  of  this  action  $100 
^veorth  of  books,  selected  by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission 
as  the  State's  gift,  was  received  in  June  of  that  year,  and  July  22 
the  free  library  was  opened  to  the  public.  The  Lynnfield  Library 
Association  gave  its  volumes  to  the  new  library,  and  contiibutions 
of  books  were  received  from  Mrs.  M.  U.  Nash,  Rev.  H.  F.  Bond 
and  the  Magazine  Club.  The  town  appropriates  the  dog  tax  an- 
nually for  the  use  of  the  library,  nearly  $100.     The  books  are 

*  The  abore  sketch  was  mainly  prepared  by  Edward  Johnson. 
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kept  ia  a  room  of  the  town  house,  which  is  open  on  Wednesdays 
from  2.80  to  5.30  and  from  6  to  8  p.m.  The  cost  of  administration 
is  $39.  The  three  trustees  chosen  by  the  town  are :  George  H. 
Bancroft,  Albert  E.  Copeiand  and  Benjamin  T.  Brown.  Miss 
£.  W.  Green  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  818;  valuation,  $612,497;  volumes,  1898, 
1,227;  circulation,  1,906. 

MALDBN. 

A  small  subscription  library  existed  in  Maiden  in  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  present  century.  Its  character  and  scope  were  within 
the  most  humble  limits,  but  its  existence  was  recalled  with  enthn- 
siasm  by  one  who  as  a  child  enjoyed  its  advantages.  The  time 
and  manner  of  its  extinction  are  unknown.  A  few  scattered  vol- 
umes of  its  collection  were  said  to  be  in  existence  many  years  after 
its  dispersion,  but  none  are  known  to-day. 

About  the  year  1853  a  library  was  formed  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Maiden  Lyceum,  an  old  institution  of  the  town,  the  books  of 
which  were  purchased  by  a  subscription,  and  were  circulated  to 
members  of  the  association  upon  the  payment  of  annual  fees.  A 
room  was  fitted  up  in  the  building  known  as  Waite's  block,  which 
is  still  standing  in  Main  Street,  and  the  late  Webster  D.  Holden 
was  appointed  librarian.  The  collection,  which  is  said  to  have 
numbered  about  1,000  volumes,  was  well  selected,  and  was 
largely  comp>osed  of  the  best  classical  English  literatui*e,  small 
space  being  given  to  the  current  Oction  and  light  literature  of  the 
day.  From  mismanagement  or  lack  of  patronage,  or  both,  this 
library  was  not  long  lived ;  and  its  books  are  said  to  have  gone, 
by  some  process,  into  private  hands.  Their  present  place  of  de- 
posit is  not  known. 

In  1857  the  Maiden  Agricultural  Library  was  instituted.  Its 
term  of  life  was  not  long,  and  its  collection,  which  was  small,  and 
apparently  composed  of  agricultural  and  kindred  books,  was  dis- 
persed. A  few  volumes  have  reached  the  present  Maiden  Public 
Library. 

There  was  still  a  growing  interest  in  the  matter  of  a  pnbUc 
library,  which  was  often  informally  considered ;  but  no  concerted 
action  was  apparent  until  1871,  when  an  association  was  formed 
by  a  number  of  prominent  citizens,  and  a  circular  of  appeal  was 
Issued.  It  was  proposed  to  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation,  and 
to  ask  the  aid  of  the  town  by  annual  appropriations.  For  variooa 
reasons  these  proposals  did  not  gain  the  public  sympathy.  The 
association  languished,  and  its  purposes  were  abandoned. 
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But  the  qnestion  of  a  free  library  was  not  forgotten ;  and  a  few 
who  had  steadily  looked  for  an  oppoitunity  to  establish  one  upon 
a  firm  and  permanent  foundation  were  biding  their  time.  The 
receipts  from  the  dog  tax,  which  by  law  are  applicable  to  the  pur- 
poses of  libraiies  or  schools,  had  been  strangely  overlooked  by  the 
town  authorities,  and  had  been  absorbed  in  the  treasury  account 
from  year  to  year.  The  total  amount  of  the  fund  thus  absorbed, 
including  the  tax  of  1876,  was  93,430.52.  To  reclaim  this  sum 
for  its  legitimate  use  was  the  means  which  seemed  to  ensure  a  safe 
foundation  for  a  free  library.  The  sum  was  small ;  but  the  advo- 
cates of  a  library  were  modest,  and  they  desired  to  accomplish  the 
seed  planting,  leaving  time  to  bring  the  sturdy  growth. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Young  Men's  Deliberative  Assembly, 
which  still  exists  with  a  slight  change  of  name,  issued,  in  May, 
1876,  a  circular  urging  action  towards  the  establishment  of  a 
library,  and  proposing  a  centennial  fund  for  that  purpose.  This 
was  an  independent  movement;  but  it  could  hardly  have  been 
more  successful  than  the  attempt  of  1871,  as  the  best  prospects 
of  success  were  in  the  securing  of  municipal  endoraement  and  aid. 

While  two  parties  were  thus  contemplating  action  on  independ- 
ent lines  for  a  common  purpose,  aid  was  unexpectedly  received 
which  brought  all  the  advocates  of  a  library  into  a  harmony  which 
has  never  been  disturbed.  John  Gardner,  a  native  of  Maiden, 
died  at  Charlestown  March  16,  1876.  By  his  will,  which  was 
made  soon  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  be  left  the  larger  part  of 
his  estate  to  the  United  States  government,  and  the  sum  of  $5,000 
to  the  town  of  Maiden,  for  library  purposes.  In  consequence  of 
this  legacy,  the  Maiden  Public  Library  was  established  by  a  vote 
of  the  town,  March  12,  1877.  The  accraed  dog  tax  fund  was  re- 
claimed, and  the  new  department  of  the  town  found  itself  in  the 
possession  of  a  fair  sum  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  library. 
It  received  from  the  estate  of  John  Gardner  $5,092.50;  from 
the  dog  tax,  1869-77,  $4,235.43;  from  town  appropriations, 
1877-78,  $100;  from  the  Young  Men's  Deliberative  Assembly, 
$119.20;  from  other  collections,  and  interest,  $130.25;  total, 
$9,677.38. 

This  result  was  not  obtained  without  a  very  persistent  opposi- 
tion, which  delayed  the  delivery  of  books  to  the  public  until  Feb. 
14,  1879.  Much  of  this  opposition  was  caused  by  a  lack  of  in- 
formation upon  the  nature  and  workings  of  public  libraries,  and 
from  a  fear  of  the  effect  of  a  new  department  upon  the  expenses 
of  the  town.  A  better  knowledge  of  the  matter,  and  the  benefi- 
cent effect  of  the  library,  by  the  good  which  it  at  once  began  to 
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accomplish,  qaietly  eradicated  opposition,  and   made   friends  of 
those  who  at  first  looked  upon  it  with  distrust. 

Rooms  were  provided  for  the  books,  and  a  reading-room,  in  the 
town  hall  building ;  and  a  serviceable  finding  list  was  provided, 
without  expense  to  the  library,  by  a  local  printer.  The  collection 
of  books  was  made  with  a  jealous  care,  which  has  been  maintained 
to  the  present  time.  The  weeding-out  of  objectionable  books  is 
almost  unknown  here,  because  it  was  not  considered  wise  to  culti- 
vate the  weeds  at  the  outset.  The  circulation  began  with  about 
3,600  volumes  upon  the  shelves,  and  reached  a  total  of  44,934 
volumes  delivered  for  home  use  during  the  first  ten  months.  Such 
a  result  was  unexpected  by  the  most  sanguine,  showing,  as  it  did, 
a  yearly  *» turn-over"  thirteen  times  of  the  number  of  volumes 
available. 

An  enthusiastic  meeting  in  the  town  hall  in  1879,  at  which  an 
original  portrait  of  John  Gardner  and  copies  of  the  Stuart  por- 
traits of  Jejfferson  and  Madison  were  presented,  was  an  occasion 
which  fixed  the  public  attention  and  interest  more  closely  upon  the 
library,  and  was  productive  of  much  good.  The  pictures  then 
received  were  works  of  Albion  H.  Bicknell,  and  became  the 
foundation  of  the  interesting  art  collection  which  the  library  now 
owns. 

In  1882  a  bequest  of  $500  was  received  from  the  estate  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Lord,  a  native  of  the  town,  the  income  of  which 
is  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books.  In  1884  a  former  resident, 
Capt.  Jacob  P.  Holm  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  left  a  bequest  of 
$5,000  for  the  use  of  the  library;  and  three  years  later  a  gift  of 
$500  was  received  from  the  estate  of  Russell  B.  Wiggin,  who  was 
a  trustee  of  the  library  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved  April  9,  1885,  the 
trustees  then  in  office  were  incorporated  as  the  Maiden  Public 
Library.  By  this  act  the  mayor  of  the  city,  the  chairman  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  the  president  of  the  common  council  for 
the  time  being,  were  made  members  ex-officUs^  thus  giving  the  city 
a  representation  in  the  corporation.  The  other  membera,  nine  in 
number,  serving  for  terms  of  three  years,  are  elected  by  the  cor- 
poration. This  charter,  which  was  subject  to  acceptance  by  the 
city  council,  caused  an  earnest  and  protracted  strife  before  it  was 
accepted.  It  was  urged,  upon  th^  one  side,  that  the  control  of  an 
important  institution  of  the  city  was  to  be  taken  from  the  hands  of 
the  people  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  self-perpetuating  board, 
accountable  only  to  itself.  On  the  other  hand,  the  advocates 
of  the  charter,  including  the  most  earnest  friends  of  the  library, 
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held  that  it  was  important  to  take  such  an  institution  away  from 
contact  with  political  affairs  and  the  possible  deleterious  influence 
which  might  arise  therefrom.  The  rejection  of  the  chaii;er  by 
the  city  council  seemed  probable,  when  a  mass  meeting  of  the 
citizens,  called  by  authority  of  a  clause  in  the  city  charter,  by  an 
overwhelming  vote  in  its  favor,  and  the  adoption  of  instructions 
turned  the  tide. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  the  charter,  the  Hon.  Elisha  S.  Converse 
and  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Converse,  by  a  deed  of  gift,  transferred  the 
Converse  Memorial  Building,  with  its  paintings  and  statuary  and 
its  necessary  furniture,  to  the  corporation.  This  gift  was  supple- 
mented soon  after  by  the  sum  of  $4,000  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
The  dedication  took  place  Oct.  1,  1885,  and  was  an  occasion  of 
much  local  interest.  An  oration  by  the  Hon.  John  D.  Long,  and 
other  literary  and  musical  exercises  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  afternoon,  were  followed  in  the  evening  by  a  brilliant 
reception  in  the  new  building. 

This  building,  which  was  erected  in  memory  of  Frank  Eugene 
Converse,  who  died  Dec.  15,  1863,  was  the  last  completed  work 
of  the  late  Henry  H.  Richardson.  Although  for  some  reason  it 
has  received  less  notice  from  architectural  writers  than  has  been 
given  to  other  buildings  erected  by  Mr.  Richardson,  the  architect 
himself,  a  short  time  before  his  death,  stated  that  he  considered  it 
as  the  best  library  work  which  he  had  done.  It  is  chaste  and  rich, 
without  being  too  ornate  in  design,  and  gives  a  pleasing  impres- 
sion of  simple,  rugged  strength,  in  graceful  combination  and  rest* 
ful  beauty. 

The  building  in  its  original  form  contained  a  reading-room  and 
an  art  gallery,  with  other  rooms  for  administrative  purposes,  and 
shelf  room  in  the  alcoves  and  basement  for  about  85,000  volumes. 
The  rapid  growth  of  the  collections  of  books  and  works  of  art, 
and  the  increased  demands  which  were  made  upon  all  departments 
in  the  course  of  ten  years  exceeded  all  that  had  been  anticipated ; 
and  it  became  evident  that  the  library  must  soon  become  crowded, 
and  additional  room  become  imperative.  At  this  juncture  the 
donors  of  the  building,  with  their  characteristic  public  spiiit  and 
liberality,  offered  to  take  upon  themselves  the  expense  of  an 
enlargement.  The  additions,  which  were  completed  in  1897,  were 
made  from  the  designs  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  widely 
known  firm  of  Shepley,  Rutan  &  Coolidge,  pupils  and  successors 
of  Mr.  Richardson.  They  were  conceived  and  finished  in  the 
spirit  of  the  original  building,  and  form  with  it  a  harmonious 
whole.     They  comprise  two  wings  of  the  building,  the  one  con- 


216  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

taining  a  stack  of  the  Snead-Gi^een  Bystem,  the  other  a  large  art 
gallery  and  a  reading-room,  with  tables  and  chairs  for  one  hun- 
dred persons.  The  whole  is  lighted  by  electricity.  The  total 
shelf  capacity  of  the  completed  building  is  about  150,000  volumes, 
not  including  the  basements. 

In  the  art  galleries  and  other  pails  of  the  building  is  a  collection 
of  paintings  and  statuary  which  attracts  many  visitors.  Among 
the  former  are  valuable  original  paintings  and  some  fine  copies  of 
celebrated  works  of  the  old  masters ;  and  among  the  latter  are  a 
portrait  bust  in  marble  of  Mrs.  Converse  and  one  in  bronze  of 
Mr.  Converse,  both  by  the  well-known  sculptor,  Samuel  Kitson. 

The  city  appropriation  for  1898,  including  the  dog  tax,  was 
$13,800 ;  and  the  total  income  of  the  library  for  the  present  year 
is  estimated  at  $14,350.  The  income  covers  the  estimated  expen- 
ditures of  1898,  of  which  the  sum  of  $5,000  is  for  the  cost  of 
administration. 

Special  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  all  the  local  publica- 
tions  of  the  town  and  city,  and  frequent  appeals  are  made  for  aid 
in  perfecting  the  collection.  The  scholars  of  the  public  schools 
are  given  every  facility  for  using  the  library,  and  the  influx  of 
children  at  the  close  of  school  hours  and  their  attendance  at  other 
times  indicate  that  they  fully  appreciate  their  privileges  and  are 
using  them  with  earnestness.  Each  person  is  allowed  two  cards ; 
and  teachers*  cards  are  furnished,  which  have  been  used  in  con- 
nection with  school  reading  and  studies  to  good  advantage.  The 
oingipal  reading-ix>om  has  been  refurnished  for  the  especial  use  of 
children ;  and  a  liberal  selection  of  periodicals,  suitable  for  their 
purposes,  are  spread  upon  the  tables.  A  collection  of  about  3,000 
volumes  is  kept  in  this  room,  to  which  the  children  have  unre- 
stricted access,  from  which  35,755  volumes  were  delivered  for 
home  use  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898.  The  work  of 
this  room,  which  was  begun  June  1,  1897,  has  been  very  success- 
ful, and  its  good  results  are  more  evident  from  month  to  month. 
All,  both  young  and  old,  are  encouraged  to  ask  for  information, 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  meet  the  demands  which  are  made. 
The  endeavor  is  to  aid  by  pointing  out  the  way  and  teaching  the 
inquirers  to  make  their  own  researches.  A  system  of  local  deliv- 
eries, by  which  books  may  be  delivei*ed  in  all  pails  of  the  city, 
has  been  recommended  by  the  trustees,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
established. 

The  librai-y  has  an  excellent  card  catalogue,  in  which,  under 
date  of  Jan.  1,  1898,  31,115  volumes  were  catalogued  on  84,680 
cards.     This  work  is  kept  up  to  date ;  and  the  catalogue  is  con- 
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Btantly  receiving  cross-reference  and  subject  cards,  in  addition  to 
the  original  work.  There  is  no  printed  catalogue,  but  finding  lists 
and  frequent  bulletins  are  used.  A  supplement  to  the  finding 
list  of  1891,  covering  all  subsequent  bulletins,  is  in  preparation. 

The  librarian  since  Feb.  1,  1891,  has  been  Miss  Lizzie  A. 
Williams,  who  has  brought  to  her  work  a  conscientious  and  intel- 
ligent zeal,  with  an  abundant  adaptability  and  tact  in  dealing  with 
the  more  trying  responsibilities  of  her  position.  Her  labor  has 
eonthbnted  much  to  the  success  which  the  library  has  enjoyed  dur- 
ing the  time  of  her  service.  Besides  the  librarian,  seven  persons 
are  in  permanent  service.  In  addition,  messengers  are  employed 
during  the  afternoon  and  evening  hours,  and  special  assistants, 
from  time  to  time,  as  their  services  are  required. 

The  members  of  the  corporation  for  1898  were :  Deloraine  P. 
Corey,  president;  William  F.  Merrill,  secretary;  Homer  E.  Saw- 
yer, treasurer;  Elisha  S.  Converse,  George  W.  Walker,  William 
A.  Wilde,  Edward  E.  Currier,  Daniel  L.  Milliken,  Arthur  H. 
Wellman;  and,  ex-officiis^  John  E.  Farnham,  mayor;  James  O. 
Otis,  chairman  of  the  board  of  aldermen ;  and  Edward  L.  Browne, 
president  of  the  common  council. 

The  library  is  open  Monday  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  ;  Saturday 
from  9  A.M.  to  9  p.m.;  and  other  week-days  from  10  a.m.  to  9 
P.M.     The  reading-room  and  art  galleries  are  open  Sunday  from 

1  P.M.  to  9  P.M.* 

Population,  1895,  29,708;  valuation,  $25,385,520;  volumes, 
1898,  31,115;  circulation,  110,697. 

MANOHB8TBB. 

In  the  brief  historical  sketch  of  the  Manchester  Public  Library, 
published  in  1891,  it  was  stated  that  it  was  founded  on  the  Man- 
chester Lyceum  Library,  formed  in  the  lyceum  period,  1830.  The 
members  of  the  lyceum,  feeling  the  need  of  books  to  assist  them 
in  their  lectures  and  discussions,  contributed  from  their  private 
collections  some  300  volumes.  The  annual  membership  fee  of 
50  cents  enabled  the  society  to  make  limited  additions  to  its 
library.  The  lyceum  declined  and  passed  away,  but  the  library 
lived,  sometimes  flourishing,  sometimes  declining.  Generous  and 
public-spirited  friends  of  education  occasionally  gave  aid.  Joseph 
Proctor,  the  actor,  assisted  by  D.  B.  Kimball  and  others,  gave  an 
entertainment  that  yielded  nearly  $100. 

In  1871  the  directors  of  the  Lyceum  Library,  feeling  that  some- 

*  This  sketch  was  farniBhed  by  Deloraine  P.  Corey. 
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thing  should  be  done  to  awaken  new  interest  in  the  library,  pro- 
posed to  transfer  it  to  the  town,  on  condition  that  the  town 
''  appropriate  $400  toward  establishing  a  town  library,  and  money 
sufficient  to  pay  the  current  expenses,  furnish  a  suitable  place  for 
the  same  and  make  a  reasonable  appropriation,  from  SlOO  to  $200, 
for  the  purchase  of  books.'*  The  town  voted  to  accept  the  gift, 
and  appropriated  $600  for  books  and  an  additional  sum  of  $425, 
to  fit  up  a  room  and  provide  shelving,  and  $200,  together  with  the 
surplus  dog  tax  ($120),  for  the  current  expenses.  The  town  chose 
three  trustees,  to  take  the  whole  charge  of  the  library  and  the 
appropriations,  '^  and  to  be  governed  by  such  by-laws  as  the  town 
should  adopt."  Daniel  Leach,  Jr.,  George  A.  Priest  and  George 
F.  Allen  were  the  trustees  chosen.  In  addition  to  the  sums 
appropriated  by  the  town,  John  H.  Towne,  Charles  H.  Trask  and 
Louis  N.  Tappan  gave  each  of  them  the  sum  of  $100;  the  town 
received  from  the  directore  of  the  Lyceum  Library  about  1,000 
volumes,  and  935  were  purchased,  making  nearly  2,000  volumes 
for  the  town  library  in  1871. 

The  room  prepared  by  the  town  answered  very  well  for  some 
years,  but  the  addition  of  book  cases  to  accommodate  the  increas- 
ing number  of  books  made  it  inconvenient,  so  much  so  that  the 
friends  of  the  library  decided  to  make  a  movement  towards  a  new 
library  building.  The  matter  was  brought  before  the  town  at  its 
annual  March  meeting  in  1886.  It  met  with  favor;  an  appropria- 
tion was  made  to  purchase  a  suitable  lot  of  land  and  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications  of  a  building  for 
library,  memorial  hall  and  quarters  for  Post  67,  6.  A.  R.  The 
committee  purchased  a  large  level  lot  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
suitable  for  a  public  building.  Soon  after,  Thomas  Jefferson  Cool- 
idge,  one  of  the  committee,  offered  to  erect  the  building  at  his 
own  cost,  which  generous  offer  was  gladly  accepted,  and  the  work 
commenced.  It  was  finished  in  the  autumn  of  1887,  and  dedicated 
October  13  of  that  year.  Mr.  Coolidge  said  he  was  led  to  think 
of  making  this  gift  to  the  cause  of  education  by  some  remarks  of 
the  librarian  at  an  annual  picnic  of  the  ^^  Elder  Brethren  "  some 
two  or  three  years  previous. 

The  building  is  eighty-five  feet  long  and  fifty-one  feet  at  the 
widest  part.  The  tower  at  the  highest  point  is  sixty- two  feet  from 
the  ground.  Its  walls  are  built  of  seam- faced  native  granite, 
carefully  selected  on  account  of  its  peculiar  colors  of  brown  and 
red.  It  stands  well  back  from  the  street,  giving  room  for  a  beau- 
tiful lawn  at  its  front  and  ends.  The  low,  broad  wall  inclosing  the 
ground  is  in  harmony  with  the  building,  and  does  not  obstruct  the 
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view.  In  the  wo^ds  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  architect:  "It  is  a 
building  dependent  for  its  oatward  effect  upon  massive  wall  con- 
struction, designed  intentionally  upon  the  simplest  lines,  and  roofed 
with  rough  slate,  under  the  system  of  ridge  and  gable  common  to 
many  buildings  on  the  Fi*ench  side  of  the  channel." 

The  memorial  window  was  also  designed  by  Mr.  McEim.  Its 
central  panel  is  of  Mexican  onyx,  and  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion :  "In  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  munificence  and  public 
spirit  of  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge,  his  fellow  townsmen  have  set 
this  window,  1886." 

The  large  screen  in  the  library  room  is  in  the  style  of  French 
renaissance,  built  out  of  fragments  of  oak  carving  brought  from 
Morlaix,  Brittany,  and  valuable  both  as  carving  and  as  an  example 
of  the  best  renaissance  wood-work  of  the  Brittany  churches  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  Other  parts  of  the  screen  and  surrounding  pan- 
elling are  of  American  quartered  oak,  of  antique  finish,  and  executed 
from  designs  of  the  architect.  The  principal  iuscription  over  the 
arch  is  taken  from  Carlyle's  version  of  Goethe's:  "Choose  well; 
your  choice  is  brief,  yet  endless." 

The  library  is  finished  in  quartered  oak,  except  the  floor  of  the 
large  section  occupied  by  the  book-cases,  which  is  of  hard  pine. 
The  roof  of  the  library  room  was  suggested  by  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury library  of  Merton  College,  Oxford.  The  book-cases  are 
made  of  quartered  oak,  and  their  shelves  will  hold  about  15,000 
volumes.  The  cost  of  the  land  and  building  was  about  $50,000. 
From  the  belfry  of  the  tower  may  be  seen  much  of  the  gratid  and 
beautiful  scenery  of  the  picturesquely  situated  town. 

Donations  have  been  occasionally  received  from  summer  resi- 
dents. From  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  C.  Lincoln,  150  bound  volumes  of 
"  Litteirs  Living  Age"  and  nearly  100  volumes  of  miscellaneous 
works ;  from  George  D.  Howe,  $100  in  money ;  and  a  collection  of 
valuable  works  from  Miss  Isabella  Curtis,  Caleb  A.  Curtis,  Greely 
Curtis,  Mrs.  Rockwell,  H.  C.  Cunningham,  J.  O.  Wetherbee  and 
Rev.  D.  F.  Lamson.  Twenty  of  the  leading  magazines  (three  of 
them  English)  are  taken,  and  they  form  part  of  the  circulation. 

The  library  continues  to  co-operate  with  the  teachers  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  education  of  the  young,  and  this  work  grows. 
All  persons  of  suitable  age  are  allowed  to  go  to  the  shelves  and 
select  books,  and  this  privilege  has  not  been  abused.  As  a  general 
thing,  only  those  who  love  good  literature  and  are  well  informed 
care  to  avail  themselves  of  the  liberty.  From  four  to  five  hundred 
reference  books  are  consulted  in  the  library. 

From  May  to  November  the  library  is  open   every  week-day 
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from  2  to  5  P.M.,  and  on  Saturday  evenings  from  6.80  to  8.30. 
During  the  other  seven  months  it  is  open  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
afternoons  and  evenings.  The  cost  of  heating  and  lighting  the 
rooms  and  the  janitor  service  is  paid  by  the  town.  For  purchase 
and  repair  of  books,  annual  bulletins  and  librarian's  service,  the 
town  makes  a  special  appropriation  at  the  annual  March  meeting, 
generally  about  $1,100.  A  fund  of  $2,000,  appropriated  by  the 
town,  is  held  by  trustees,  the  interest  to  be  used  to  keep  the 
grounds  and  exterior  in  order.  Mr.  Coolidge  inserted  a  clause  in 
the  deed  which  provides  that  the  whole  building  shall  be  used  for 
the  library  when  the  Post  of  the  Veterans  of  the  Grand  Army 
shall  cease  to  exist. 

A  new  catalogue  of  the  library  is  now  being  made  on  the  Dewey 
system,  and  Volume  No.  1,  **  Fiction  and  Bi(^raphy,"  has  been 
issued.  The  town  made  an  increased  appropriation  for  this  work. 
It  has  always  willingly  given  whatever  sum  the  trustees  have  asked 
for  the  support  of  the  libraiy. 

Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  circulation  last  year  was  fiction. 
Great  care  is  taken  in  the  selection  of  this  class  of  literature,  avoid- 
ing the  merely  sensational.  The  shelves  of  this  growing  library 
are  supplied  with  a  good  proportion  of  those  books  that  will  shed 
light  on  the  questions  which  occupy  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
which  are  calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  The  trustees 
are  chosen  for  three  years,  one  eveiy  year,  and  serve  without  pay. 
The  present  members  of  the  board  are :  Roland  C.  Lincoln,  Alfred 
S.  Jewett  and  D.  L.  Bingham.  Librarian,  Miss  Delucena  L. 
Bingham;  assistant  librarian,  Jennie  C.  Sargent.* 

Population,  1895,  1,876;  valuation,  $7,940,051;  volumes, 
8,733;  circulation,  12,233,  of  which  75  per  cent,  is  fiction. 

MAN8FIBLD. 

The  formation  of  the  Mansfield  Public  Library  was  chiefly  due 
to  the  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Ide,  aided  by  a  large  number  of 
public-spirited  citizens  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  town.  It 
was  established  March  17,  1884,  is  supported  wholly  by  taxation, 
and  its  use  is  free  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  town.  The  present 
annual  appropriation  is  $350.  The  cost  of  administrntion  is  $150. 
A  number  of  persons  have  given  books  to  the  library;  among 
them  Preston  Comey,  J.  Frank  Comey,  and  Alfred  W.  Bates  of 
New  York,  William  O.  Grover  and  Roscoe  CJobb  of  Boston, 
Charles  H.  George  of  Providence,  Miss  Annie  L.  Payson  of  Fox- 

*  This  sketch  was  famished  by  the  librarian. 
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boroDgh,  and  the  Hon.  John  D.  Long.  The  library  rooms  are  in 
the  town  house.  A  revised  catalogue  was  printed  in  1895,  and 
finding  lists  and  lists  of  accessions  are  issued.  The  library  is 
open  Wednesday  from  6  to  9  p.m.,  and  Saturday  from  8  to  5 
and  from  6  to  9  p.m.  Six  trustees  are  chosen  by  the  town  in  the 
usual  manner.  The  present  members  are :  the  Rev.  Jacob  Ide, 
president;  Wm.  A.  Copeland,  secretary;  James  O.  Hodges,  S.  E. 
Scholes,  David  E.  Haixiing  and  Pierpont  M.  Edwards.  Librarian, 
Miss  Grace  M.  Cobb. 

Population,  1895,  8,722;  valuation,  $1,820,489;  volumes, 
1898,  8,195;  circulation,  10,611. 

MABBLBHBAD. 

The  Abbot  Public  Library  of  Marblehead  was  established  in 
April,  1877,  by  a  vote  of  the  town  at  its  annual  meeting,  appro- 
priating 120,000  ''  To  establish  and  maintain  a  free  public  library 
and  reading-room,  to  be  called  the  'Abbot  Public  Library,' "  from 
the  ''Abbot  fund."  This  fund  was  a  bequest  to  the  town  from 
Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston,  a  native  of  Marblehead,  who,  at  his 
death  in  1875,  after  giving  about  one- half  of  his  estate  to  relatives 
and  others,  made  the  town  his  residuary  legatee,  without  condi- 
tions. This  legacy  was  increased  by  two  years'  interest  and  rise 
in  investments  to  about  1 108,000,  from  which  the  town  built 
"Abbot  Hall,"  at  a  cost  of  $75,000,  exclusive  of  land.  It  con- 
tains a  lai^e  hall,  the  town  offices  and  the  library,  ti'ustees'  room 
and  reading-room.  The  library  rooms  were  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  trustees  in  December,  1877,  and  the  reading-room  was  opened 
Dec.  26,  1877 ;  but  the  library  issued  books  for  the  first  time  on 
the  17th  of  April,  1878.  The  number  of  books  then  on  the  shelves 
was  8,820.  The  library  has  invested  funds  of  $16,000  from  the 
"Abbot  fund,"  and  $1,500  known  as  the  "Pealefund,"  which 
was  bequeathed  to  it  by  Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Peale  of  Salem  in  1884. 
The  town  appropriates  usually  each  year  the  dog  tax,  about  $850. 

The  reading-room  has  about  80  periodicals  and  newspapers, 
some  reference  books  and  several  valuable  pictures.  It  is  open 
every  week-day  till  9.30  p.m.  The  library  is  open  from  2  to  5 
and  6  to  8  p.m.  (till  9  p.m.  Saturdays),  Monday,  Wednesday, 
Friday  and  Saturday.  As  the  population  is  very  compact,  the 
books  are  very  generally  used ;  cards  to  take  out  books  are  given 
to  any  residents  over  the  age  of  fourteen,  including  all  summer 
residents  who  own  or  lease  houses,  or  can  be  otherwise  identified ; 
and  the  number  of  cards  in  use  varies  from  1,700  to  2,000.  The 
slip  system,  similar  to  that  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  is  used. 
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and  the  books  are  shelved  and  numbered  on  the  plan  of  that 
library. 

The  rooms  oceapied  in  "Abbot  Hall"  are  the  library  proper, 
about  1,200  feet  floor  space,  and  with  capacity  for  about  20,000 
volumes ;  a  reading-room  of  the  same  size ;  and  a  trustees'  room  of 
about  two  hundred  feet  capacity.  The  town  pays  for  the  heating, 
lighting  and  services  of  the  janitor,  as  a  part  of  the  general  care 
of  the  building.  Apart  from  these  items,  the  current  expenses  of 
the  library  (not  including  books,  newspaper  and  periodicals)  have 
averaged  $886  a  year  for  the  past  nineteen  years,  and  the  average 
yearly  receipts  from  fines,  sale  of  cards,  bulletins,  etc.,  has  been 
for  the  same  time  $141.50. 

The  first  catalogue  was  issued  at  the  opening  of  the  library, 
various  bulletins  or  finding  lists  have  been  added  to  August,  1897, 
and  there  is  also  a  card  catalogue  which  is  up  to  the  same  date. 
The  teachers  are  allowed  special  privileges  in  connection  with  the 
schools,  and  the  libraiy  is  used  freely,  especially  by  the  grammar 
and  high  schools.  From  1877  to  1898  11,426  books  have  been 
bought  and  2,592  giveu,  making  a  total  of  14,018.  Of  these,  522 
have  been  worn  out  and  condemned  and  2  are  missing.  The  man- 
agement of  the  library  is  vested  in  six  trustees,  two  chosen  each 
year,  to  serve  for  three  years,  as  the  present  statute  provides.  The 
members  of  the  board  are :  N.  P.  Sanborn,  Frank  Broughton,  R.  C. 
Bridge,  F.  A.  Parker,  Hon.  W.  D.  T.  Trefry  and  Daniel  Appleton. 
Miss  Mary  G.  Brown  is  librarian  and  Miss  Sarah  E.  6i*egory 
assistant  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  7,671;  valuation,  $5,891,218;  volumes, 
1898,  13,434;  circulation,  24,836. 

MABION. 

The  library  of  Marion  was  founded  in  1855  by  a  gift  of  $200 
from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber,  a  native  of  the  town,  with  the  condi- 
tion that  it  be  increased  to  $400.  This  being  accomplished,  books 
were  purchased,  and  the  village  doctor,  Walton  Ellis,  zealous  in 
the  cause,  took  them  into  his  own  house  and  prepared  them  for 
public  use,  and  gave  them  necessary  care  and  attention  for  four 
years,  until  his  removal  to  another  town.  Then  for  a  while  the 
library  fell  into  neglect,  until  in  1872  Mrs.  Taber  built  it  a  house 
of  wood,  costing  $8,000,  and  its  scattered  remnant  was  gathered 
together  under  a  roof  of  its  own.  She  chose  Miss  Mary  Allen  as 
librarian,  who  gave  her  service  without  reward  for  sixteen  years. 
Mrs.  Taber  died  in  1888,  and  bequeathed  the  library  $12,000  as  a 
permanent  endowment  fund,  and  $3,000  to  maintain  and  care  for 
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the  property.  This  was  made  conditional  on  the  retention  of  Miss 
Allen  as  librarian.  For  several  previous  years  Judge  Austin  of 
Boston,  a  summer  resident  of  Marion,  had  assumed  the  pecuniary 
support  of  the  library.  It  now  contains  somewhat  over  3,000 
volumes.  It  is  open  to  the  public  two  afternoons  of  each  week, 
and  has  an  average  circulation  during  that  time  exceeding  100 
books,  in  a  town  of  less  than  a  thousand  inhabitants.  It  was 
made  free  to  all  responsible  people  over  twelve  yeara  of  age  at  the 
time  of  its  readjustment  to  better  fortunes.  Miss  Allen  is  allowed 
to  choose  the  books,  and  use  her  own  methods  of  administration. 
Naturally,  fiction  predominates,  but  only  standard  fiction,  to 
properly  supplement  standard  poetry,  biography  and  history. 
Miss  Allen  is  earnest  in  her  endeavor  to  secure  the  best  reference 
books,  which  she  considers  of  the  first  importance  in  a  community 
lacking  private  libraries.  There  is  a  library  association  to  make 
and  administer  the  laws  of  the  institution,  and  a  committee  of 
superintendence,  chosen  once  in  three  years  by  the  members  of  the 
association,  the  town  having  no  voice  in  the  management  and  con- 
tributing nothing  to  the  support  of  the  library.  The  present 
members  of  the  committee  are :  James  C.  Briggs,  Peleg  B.  Hadley 
and  Dana  M.  Dustan. 

Population,  1895,  759;  valuation,  $861,824;  volumes,  1898, 
8,300;  circulation,  5,200,  es^imo^ed. 

MABIiBOBOnOH. 

A  Social  Library  was  instituted  in  Marlborough  as  early  as  1792, 
and  was  maintained  until  its  incorporation  with  the  Free  Library 
of  the  First  Parish  in  1828.  The  Social  Library  Association  con- 
sisted of  60  members,  who  paid  $2.50  a  share,  and  made  an  an- 
nual contribution  of  25  cents  each.  The  Marlborough  Mechanics' 
Institute  was  organized  in  December,  1853.  March  17,  1858,  it 
was  reorganized,  and  an  annual  course  of  lectures  was  provided 
for.  The  establishment  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  members  was 
the  object  of  the  institute ;  and  from  the  proceeds  of  a  fair  held 
in  March,  1859,  and  through  the  liberality  of  individuals,  the 
directors  were  able  to  purchase  about  450  volumes,  at  an  expense 
of  S400.  Several  volumes  and  valuable  maps  were  given,  and  a 
room  for  the  use  of  members  was  opened  in  Union  block,  Nov. 
11,  1859.  At  the  annual  town  meeting,  in  1870,  it  was  voted  to 
establish  a  free  public  library,  the  Mechanics'  Institute  agreeing  to 
give  its  collection  as  a  foundation.  The  town  appropriated  $1,300, 
and  private  contributions  were  also  given  for  its  establishment. 
It  was  first  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  Jan.  18,  1871,  with 
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Miss  Lizzie  Wright  as  librarian  and  Miss  Maria  Wetherbee  assist- 
ant. Miss  Wright  died  Oct.  10,  1882,  and  Miss  Sarah  E.  Getting 
was  appointed  librarian,  and  still  holds  the  position,  having  two 
assistants,  one  of  whom  has  the  care  of  the  reading-room.  The 
library  was  at  first  open  for  two  afternoons  and  two  eveoiDgs 
each  week;  the  whole  number  of  volumes  then  being  2,170,  of 
which  1,100  were  given  by  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  206  by  private 
individuals,  and  864  were  purchased  by  the  trustees.  It  first 
occupied  one  room  in  the  town  hall  building ;  in  addition  to  this 
room  the  present  quarters  include  a  reading  and  periodical  room, 
opened  June  22,  1881.  In  June,  1884,  a  former  waiting  room  was 
fitted  up  for  the  use*  of  students  and  trustees,  and  in  1897  another 
small  reading-room  was  added.  The  library  is  open  daily,  except 
Sunday,  from  9  to  11  a.m.,  2  to  5.30  and  6.30  to  9  p.m. 

Edward  L.  Bigelow  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  making  the 
library  what  it  is,  having  given  several  hundred  volumes,  and  hold- 
ing the  position  of  tnistee  since  its  foundation  in  1870.  Miss 
Hannah  E.  Bigelow  has  also  taken  great  interest,  and  has  given 
valuable  books  of  reference.  John  H.  Dexter  of  Boston,  a  native 
of  the  town,  gave  at  the  time  of  his  death  a  set  of  the  ^  ^  New 
England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register."  John  A.  Frye  has 
also  shown  great  interest  in  the  library,  having  given  many  valu- 
able books  to  it. 

The  librai-y  is  almost  entirely  dependent  for  current  expenses 
upon  the  annual  appropriation  by  the  city,  and  the  dog  tax. 
There  are  three  small  funds :  the  Tuesday  Club  fund ;  the  Cyrus 
Feltou  fund  of  S200,  income  from  which  is  to  be  used  in  the  pur- 
chase of  genealogical  records,  etc. ;  the  March  12  fund,  $500, 
given  to  the  library  March  12,  1891,  the  income  to  be  used  as  the 
library  committee  may  decide,  for  the  purchase  of  autographs 
and  photographs.  The  appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
library  for  1896  was  $1,100  and  the  dog  tax,  $1,276.23.  Salary  of 
librarian,  $600;  assistants,  $500. 

The  last  printed  catalogue  was  published  in  1883.  Yearly 
additions  were  printed  in  the  town  reports,  but  since  Marlborough 
became  a  city  these  bulletins  have  ceased  to  be  issued,  and  a  card 
catalogue  was  prepared,  which  in  1892  was  ready  for  general  use, 
arranged  by  subject,  title  and  author.  There  is  also  an  author 
catalogue,  which  can  be  consulted  with  the  permission  of  the  libra- 
rian. A  printed  list  of  the  new  books  is  published  each  month  in  a 
local  paper.  In  1896  Miss  Cotting  prepared  a  special  catalogue  for 
the  use  of  the  schools,  particularly  adapted  to  the  different  grades. 
Each  teacher  in  the  public  schools  is  entitled  to  six  books  for 
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school  work.  Frequently  a  list  of  books  to  be  used  in  school  is 
sent  to  the  library  a  few  days  in  advance,  and  the  books  laid  aside 
for  the  pupils,  together  with  others  on  the  topic,  recommended  by 
the  librarian.  A  board  of  trustees  is  appointed  by  the  city  gov- 
ernment, consisting  of  nine  members,  three  of  whom  are  chosen 
annually,  making  the  term  of  service  three  years  for  each.  The 
present  board  of  trustees  are :  Edward  L.  Bigelow,  Miss  Hannah 
E.  Bigelow,  Rev.  George  S.  Pine,  John  E.  Savage,  Greorge  G. 
Gignac,  Lawrence  E.  Kirby,  Edward  S.  Murphy,  Rev.  F.  S.  Rice 
and  John  E.  Bradley.    Librarian,  Miss  Sarah  E.  Getting. 

Population,    1895,   14,977;    valuation,   98,288,390;    volumes, 
1898,  12,000 ;  circulation,  48,932. 

MABSHFIBIiD. 

By  the  will  of  Seth  J.  Ventress  of  Marshfield  $10,000  was  left 
to  Luther  P.  Hatch,  as  trustee,  to  be  invested  for  five  years,  the 
accumulation  of  interest  at  the  expiration  of  that  tinje  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  establishment  of  a  free  public  library,  and  the  original 
gift  to  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  a  building,  to  be  called  the 
^'  Ventress  Memorial  Hall."  The  school  committee  of  the  town 
were  authorized  to  act  with  the  trustee  in  the  location  and  erection 
of  the  building  and  the  establishment  of  the  library.  The  five 
years  expired  in  1892,  and  the  hall  was  duly  built.  The  town  in 
1895  accepted  the  requirements  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of 
1890,  and  was  aided  by  the  Library  Commission  accordingly  with 
$100  worth  of  books  for  the  free  library.  The  annual  appropria- 
tion of  the  town  for  library  uses  is  $400,  and  the  only  other 
income  is  from  an  invested  fund  of  $500.  The  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  about  $200.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  room  of  the 
Memorial  Hall,  and  a  small  room  attached  is  used  as  a  reading- 
room.  The  library  is  open  on  Tuesdays  from  9  to  12  a.m.  and 
2  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m.  ;  on  Wednesdays  for  care  of  books  in 
boxes  for  deliveiy  stations;  and  on  Fridays  from  9  to  12  a.m. 
and  from  2  to  5  p.m.  There  are  six  delivery  stations.  Teachers 
in  the  public  schools  are  given  special  cards  upon  which  to  draw 
books  for  school  use.  There  is  a  card  catalogue,  and  a  printed 
catalogue  was  issued  in  1895.  Accession  lists  are  published  as 
needed.  A  collection  of  engravings  from  the  paintings  of  the 
Royal  Grallery  in  London  has  been  presented  to  the  library  by  Miss 
Ruth  Stinson.  The  managing  trustees  elected  by  the  town  are : 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Goodwin,  Capt.  Albert  T.  Sprague  and  Edgar 
L.  Hitchcock.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Rosa  M.  Sprague. 

Population,  1895,  1,760;  valuation,  $1,335,900;  volumes, 
1898,  2,593;  circulation,  16,615. 
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MASHFBE. 

Nearly  all  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mashpee  are  of  Indian  descent. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  towns  without  free  libraries  to  accept 
the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  and  to  receive 
the  State's  bounty  of  $100  worth  of  books.  Its  free  library  was 
opened  Feb.  6,  1892,  with  821  volumes,  nearly  half  of  which 
were  gifts  from  individuals.  Col.  H.  W.  Wilson  gave  33  volumes, 
W.  G.  C.  Salisbury  82,  O.  B.  Dodge  39,  Lyman  B.  Stanley  7, 
etc.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  room  of  a  new  school  building,  and 
are  accessible  to  the  public  on  Saturday  evenings.  The  town  an- 
nually appropriates  $20  for  library  support.  The  library  is  open 
on  Saturday  evenings  only,  and  the  cost  of  administration  is  $20. 
The  trustees  are  three  in  number,  elected  as  the  law  prescribes, 
the  present  board  consisting  of :  0.  M.  Holmes,  L.  Z.  Amoe  and 
Ezra  R.  Conant.     The  librarian  is  Ezra  R.  Conant. 

Population,  1895,  330;  valuation,  $182,817;  volumes,  1898, 
874;  circulation,  879. 

MATTAPOIBBTT. 

In  1880  some  of  the  younger  citizens  of  Mattapoisett  secured 
an  appropriation  of  $100  from  the  town,  and,  with  the  aid  of 
some  books  and  periodicals  given  by  the  Somerset  Club  of  Boston, 
established  the  Mattapoisett  Free  Public  Library.  Its  growth  has 
been  steady  since  that  time.  The  town  appropriates  about  $200 
annually,  besides  the  dog  tax,  $134  in  1898.  Thirteen  daily 
and  monthly  publications  are  subscribed  for,  and  during  the 
present  year  a  small  reading-room  has  been  opened  and  the  ser- 
vice has  been  doubled,  making  the  hours  of  opening  from  7  until 
9  every  evening  (Sundays  excepted),  besides  two  hours  on  Sat- 
urday afternoon.  A  card  catalogue  has  lately  been  completed, 
and  special  facilities  are  afforded  teachers.  About  $350  is 
available  as  a  building  fund ;  but,  although  the  matter  of  new 
quarters  has  been  somewhat  discussed,  the  library  is  at  present 
located  in  a  ground  floor  tenement  on  the  main  street,  formerly 
occupied  as  a  dry  goods  store.  The  books  are  mainly  recent  fiction, 
although  there  is  a  good  assortment  of  the  standard  works  of  poetry, 
history,  biography  and  science.  The  assistants  in  the  library  are 
Misses  Sarah  W.  Hiller  and  Clara  F.  Sherman.  The  three  trustees, 
elected  by  the  town,  are :  George  H.  Dexter,  J.  Charles  F.  Atsatt 
and  Lemuel  LeBaron  Dexter. 

Population,  1895, 1,032 ;  valuation,  $1,629,246 ;  volumes,  1898, 
2,767 ;  circulation,  6,970. 
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MAYNABD. 

The  Maynard  Public  Library  was  established  by  the  town  in 
1881,  and  has  been  maintained  wholly  by  taxation,  the  annual  ap- 
propriations, besides  the  dog  tax  ($225),  being  from  $150  to  $200. 
The  statement  is  made  that  but  two  volumes  have  ever  been  given 
to  the  library  by  individuals.  It  occupies  a  room  in  a  co-operative 
building.  It  has  a  printed  but  no  card  catalogue,  and  a  supple- 
mentary list  of  new  books  is  issued  each  year.  Teachers  in  the 
high  and  grammar  schools  are  accorded  the  privilege  of  taking 
twelve  volumes  at  a  time.  The  library  is  open  Wednesday  evening 
and  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening,  and  the  annual  cost  of  ad- 
ministration is  about  $130.  The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of 
three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  of  which  the  present  members 
are :  James  N.  H.  Haire,  chairman ;  Alexander  Veitch,  secretary ; 
and  Michael  Toomey.     Mrs.  S.  F.  Nyman  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  3,090 ;  valuation,  $2,140,616 ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,264;  circulation ,  12,000,  estiTriated. 

MBDFIELD. 

The  first  public  library  in  Medfield  was  founded  in  1786,  and 
called  the  Medfield  Social  Library,  the  shares  being  $4  each. 
It  is  said  to  have  accumulated  700  volumes.  A  second  stock- 
holders' library  was  started  in  1828,  and  acquired  about  1,000 
volumes.  The  present  Free  Public  Library  originated  March  29, 
1873,  when  the  gift  of  $800  by  Deacon  George  Cummings  for  the 
purpose  was  supplemented  by  an  equal  amount  subscribed  by  other 
citizens  of  the  town.  A  room  was  provided  for  it  in  the  town 
hall  building,  but  the  larger  portion  of  the  library  was  destroyed 
when  that  building  was  burned  in  1874.  The  loss  was  made  good 
by  gifts  from  John  J.  Adams,  Deacon  Cummings  and  others,  and 
a  room  was  provided  for  the  books  in  the  new  town  building, 
which  is  still  occupied  by  the  library.  At  the  death  of  Deacon 
Cummings  he  bequeathed  $1,000  to  the  library,  and  George  M. 
Smith  has  since  left  it  a  legacy  of  $500.  The  annual  income  of 
both  gifts  is  expended  for  its  use.  The  town  appropriates  the 
dog  tax,  averaging  about  $200,  and  $100  additional  each  year. 
The  Social  and  a  circulating  library  were  absorbed  by  the  public 
library  soon  after  its  formation.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued 
in  1890y  and  supplements  have  been  printed  each  year  since. 
A  card  catalogue  of  authors  has  been  completed,  and  a  new  cata- 
logue of  titles  is  being  prepared. 

In  1892  the  town  granted  the  use  of  an  additional  room  in  the 
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town  building,  which  is  now  used  for  a  reading-room,  and  is  well 
supplied  with  periodicals  and  works  of  reference.  The  library 
and  reading-room  are  open  on  Tuesdays  from  6  to  9  p.bi.,  and 
Saturdays  from  3  to  4  and  6  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of 
administration  is  about  $150.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools 
are  given  special  facilities  for  the  use  of  the  library.  The  manage- 
ment is  vested  in  a  board  of  trustees  chosen  by  the  town,  the 
present  members  being:  Stillman  J.  Spear,  chairman;  Geo.  H. 
Smith,  secretary;  Willard  Harwood,  Bracey  Curtis,  Isaac  B. 
Codding  and  WiUiam  H.  Bailey.  Miss  Lucretia  M.  Johnson  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,872;  valuation,  $1,471,940;  volumes, 
1898,  4,100;  circulation,  8,000. 

MBDFOBD. 

The  Medford  Public  Library  had  its  origin  in  the  Medford 
Social  Library,  which  was  a  proprietary  organization,  founded  in 
1825.  This  library  received  $500  as  a  bequest  from  Turell 
Tufts  in  1842.  It  accumulated  over  1,000  volumes,  and  did  good 
service  for  thirty  years.  After  the  passage  of  the  State  law, 
allowing  towns  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  support  of 
libraries,  the  owners  of  the  library  and  the  people  framed  a  propo- 
sition to  make  the  collection  of  books  the  basis  for  a  larger  public 
library.  In  1855  the  town  made  an  appropriation  of  $200  for  a 
public  library,  contingent  upon  satisfactory  arrangement  with  the 
stockholders  of  the  Social  Library;  and  in  1856  the  Social  Library 
was  transferred  to  the  town,  and  $150  added  to  the  appropriation 
of  the  preceding  year.  A  room  was  secured  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  railway  station,  and  the  library,  with  about  1,300  volumes 
upon  its  shelves,  was  first  opened  to  the  public  July  26,  1856.  It 
was  then  called  the  Medford  Tufts  Library,  in  honor  of  Turell 
Tufts;  but  the  name  was  changed  in  1866,  by  vote  of  the  town, 
to  the  Medford  Public  Library.  In  1861  it  was  removed  to  a 
commodious  room  in  a  business  block,  and  in  1869  again  removed 
to  rooms  fitted  up  for  it  in  the  basement  of  the  town  house,  where 
a  reading-room  was  opened  in  connection  with  it.  In  1875 
Thatcher  Magonn,  a  resident  of  the  town,  gave  for  the  use  of  the 
public  library  the  mansion  house  of  his  father,  and  the  snm  of 
$5,000  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  and  furnishing  the  rooms  and  for 
the  purchase  of  standard  books.  The  library  was  reopened  in  its 
new  quarters  June  30,  1875,  and  several  paintings  and  portraits 
were  given  it  about  that  time.  The  annual  appropriation  is  about 
$4,500,  and  adding  to  this  the  dog  tax  and  the  interest  of  the 
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Tafts  and  other  funds,  the  annual  income  of  the  library  is  about 
$6,600. 

The  library  contains  a  file  of  the  local  paper  and  a  collection  of 
the  publications  of  the  town.  A  cabinet  contains  an  interesting 
collection  of  Indian  curiosities  from  Alaska,  which  were  mainly 
given  by  James  G.  Swan  of  Washington  Territory,  a  native  of 
Medford.  The  hours  of  opening  the  library  are  daily  from  10 
to  12  A.M.  and  from  1  to  9  p.m.  The  library  staff  includes  a  libra- 
rian, a  cataloguer  and  five  assistants.  A  printed  catalogue  was 
issued  in  1879,  with  supplements  to  date. 

A  year  ago  the  city  appropriated  $20,000  for  the  improvement 
of  the  library  building.  The  interior  of  the  old  edifice  was  re- 
modelled, and  an  annex  of  brick  sixty  by  thirty  feet  was  added, 
to  serve  as  a  book  room.  This  is  furnished  with  steel  stacks,  and 
affords  accommodation  for  60,000  volumes.  Three  agencies  have 
been  established  for  the  convenience  of  residents  in  the  outlying 
precincts  of  the  city,  —  at  "West  Medford,  Glenwood  and  Welling- 
ton. Books  ordered  at  these  agencies  are  delivered  at  stated 
periods  of  the  week.  Since  the  change  of  administration,  in  1891, 
the  16,000  volumes,  which  were  then  arranged  according  to  size, 
have  been  classified  and  rearranged  without  the  withdrawal  of  any 
books  from  circulation,  and  the  patrons  of  the  library  are  allowed 
free  access  to  the  shelves.  A  children's  room  has  been  established, 
containing  about  3,000  volumes,  beside  juvenile  periodicals.  The 
age  restriction  has  been  abolished,  and  even  the  very  small  chil- 
dren are  made  welcome.  With  the  concurrence  of  the  superin- 
tendent of  schools  and  the  school  committee,  about  1,000  books 
are  sent,  every  six  weeks,  to  the  schools.  These  books  the  chil- 
dren are  allowed  to  take  to  their  homes,  the  record  being  kept  by 
the  teacher.  They  are  selected  at  the  library  from  the  best  in  the 
different  departments  of  literature,  with  the  desire  to  create  a 
better  taste  in  reading  among  the  young  people.  The  superin- 
tendent reports  a  marked  improvement  in  the  reading  of  the  pupils. 
Each  patron  of  the  library  is  entitled  to  two  books,  and  an  un- 
limited number  is  allowed  to  students  of  any  special  subject. 

A  hall  in  the  building  has  been  arranged,  where  pictures  have 
been  exhibited  from  time  to  time,  to  which  the  public  were  cordially 
invited,  the  policy  of  the  trustees  and  the  librarian  being  to  make 
the  library  attractive  as  well  as  educational.  Meetings  of  the 
library  staff  are  held  once  a  month,  when  questions  pertaining  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  library  are  discussed,  and  also  reports  on 
jcurrent  events  given.  The  library  is  managed  by  trustees  elected 
by  the  town,  the  present  board  being :  Gen.  Samuel  C.  Lawrence, 
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James  A.  Hervey  and  Rev.  Henry  C.  DeLong.     Librarian,  Miss 
Mary  E.  Sargent. 

Population,  1895,  14,474;  valuation,  $16,668,470;  volumes, 
1898,  20,258;  circulation,  82,661. 

MEDWAY. 

The  Dean  Library  Association  of  Medway  was  incorporated 
March  8,  1860,  the  incorporators  being  Hon.  Luther  Metcalf, 
Clark  Partridge,  Wm.  H.  Caiy,  John  Cole  and  Dr.  A.  B.  L.  Mon- 
roe. Dr.  Oliver  Dean  of  Franklin  gave  his  name  to  the  Associa- 
tion, having  offered  to  aid  an  enterprise  of  this  kind  for  the  benefit 
of  the  village  where  he  had  practised  his  profession  for  several 
years.  He  gave  it  $400,  contingent  upon  the  raising  of  a  like  sum 
by  general  subscription,  and  at  his  decease  the  corporation  received 
a  legacy  of  Boston  &  Albany  Railway  stock  as  a  permanent  fund, 
now  valued  at  nearly  $4,500,  the  income  of  which  is  devoted  to 
the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library.  Life  membership  in  the 
association  is  secured  by  the  payment  of  $10,  and  a  year's  privi- 
leges by  payment  of  $1.50.  The  library  was  kept  in  Fisher's 
Hall  until  1872,  when  it  was  moved  to  its  present  home  in  Sanford 
Hall,  Medway  Village.  It  is  open  Wednesday  afternoons  and 
Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings,  but  the  reading-room  is  open 
daily,  both  afternoon  and  evening.  It  has  been  free  to  all  citizens 
since  September,  1897,  by  special  five  years'  agreement  with  the 
town,  and  receives  one-fourth  of  the  town's  annual  appropriation 
for  library  purposes. 

The  East  Medway  Circulating  Library  was  organized  in  1878, 
but  its  history  belongs  to  the  new  town  of  Millis. 

In  1892  Medway  voted  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the 
library  law  of  1892,  and  received  $100  worth  of  books  from  the 
State,  as  the  foundation  of  a  free  library,  which  was  opened  for 
public  use  June  18  of  that  year.  The  town  appropriates  for  library 
support  $125  and  the  dog  tax,  one-quarter  of  which  goes  to  the 
Dean  Public  Library,  leaving  this  year  $318  to  the  town  library. 
The  books  are  kept  in  the  post-oflice  building  at  West  Medway, 
and  are  accessible  on  Wednesday  evenings  and  Saturday  after- 
noons and  evenings.  The  library  has  a  complete  set  of  the 
"  Oliver  Optic"  books,  presented  by  the  author,  who  is  a  native  of 
Medway.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1894,  and  lists  of  accessions 
have  been  since  published.  There  are  six  trustees,  elected  by  the 
town:  Elmer  E.  Holbrook,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Rice,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Wilkin- 
son, Miss  Helen  BuUard,  Henry  Park  and  Charles  M.  Smith. 
Mrs.  Anna  M.  Fales  is  librarian. 
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Popnlation,  1895,  2,913  ;  valuation,  $1,268,881 ;  volumes,  1898, 
Dean  Library,  5,500,  estimated;  Free  Library,  2,271 ;  circulation, 
13,050. 

MELBOSE. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting,  held  March  27,  1871,  the  Melrose 
Public  Library  was  established  by  the  appropriation  of  the  accu- 
mulated dog  tax  of  the  previous  two  years  then  remaining  in  the 
treasury.  It  was  opened  the  following  November,  with  1,400 
volumes,  and  it  has  been  supported  since  by  the  dog  tax  and  ad- 
ditional appropriations ;  the  last  appropriation  being  $2,600  and 
the  dog  tax,  $1,039.  For  many  years  it  occupied  rooms  in  the 
town  house  fitted  up  for  it,  but  now  library  and  reading-rooms  are 
in  the  new  building  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  the 
rent  of  which  is  $1,000  per  annum,  paid  from  the  town's  appro- 
priation. There  are  three  permanent  funds :  one  of  $2,400,  left 
by  the  will  of  William  Bailey ;  one  of  $500,  provided  by  Horatio 
Nelson  Perkins ;  and  one  of  $7,500,  given  by  William  Emerson 
Barrett,  —  the  incomes  of  which  are  all  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  The  library  contains  files  of  the  local  papers 
and  of  the  town  reports,  and  effort  is  made  to  preserve  everything 
that  is  printed  by  citizens  of  the  town.  There  is  a  card  catalogue 
and  a  printed  classified  finding  list.  Bulletins  of  additions  are 
occasionally  issued.  The  library  is  open  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays  from  3  to  9  p.m.  ;  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and 
and  Fridays  from  3  to  6  p.m.  The  cost  of  administration  is 
about  $300.  Efforts  are  made  by  both  librarian  and  trustees  to 
encourage  the  distribution  of  books  to  the  citizens  and  through 
the  schools ;  special  attention  is  given  to  the  obtaining  of  books 
suitable  for  the  young.  The  present  board  of  trustees  consists 
of :  Elbridge  H.  Goss,  chairman ;  Charles  C.  Barry,  Charles  A. 
Patch,  Mrs.  Ruby  F.  Farwell,  Miss  Mary  L.  Charles  and  George 
E.  Munroe.  Miss  Carrie  M.  Worthen  is  librarian.  Miss  Rosa 
Gibbons  assistant. 

Population,  1895,  11,965;  valuation,  $10,296,245;  volumes, 
1898,  11,944;  circulation,  38,674. 

MENDON. 

The  Taft  Public  Library  of  Mendon  was  established  in  1881  by 
Mrs.  Susan  £.  Huston  of  Providence,  R.  L,  a  native  of  the  town. 
She  became  heir  to  a  portion  of  the  estate  of  her  half-brother,  Put- 
nam W.  Taft  of  Worcester,  and  carried  out  his  desire  to  found  a 
public  library  in  his  native  town  by  giving  $1,000  of  his  estate 
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for  that  purpose,  as  a  memorial  to  his  memory.  The  gift  was 
accepted  by  the  town,  with  the  condition  that  it  would  provide  a 
place  for  the  library,  and  yearly  add  new  books  to  the  value  of 
at  least  $75.  Its  use  is  wholly  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  and  the  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation,  varying  from 
$150  to  $225.  The  town  purchased,  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,  a  brick 
building,  which  was  erected  for  banking  purposes,  and  fitted  it  up 
for  the  use  of  the  library.  About  two-thirds  of  the  volumes  in 
the  library  have  been  gifts,  the  principal  donors  besides  Mrs.  Hus- 
ton being  Mrs.  C.  A.  Joy  Mann,  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  Rev. 
Charles  J.  Staples,  Rev.  George  F.  Clark,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Bartlett 
and  Mi*s.  Maria  L.  Bills.  Special  privileges  are  granted  to 
teachers  and  clergymen,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  draw  a  laiger 
number  of  books  for  use.  The  library  has  a  printed  catalogue, 
issued  in  August,  1881 ;  supplements  were  printed  in  1883  and 
1891,  and  bulletins  of  accessions  are  issued  each  year.  It  is  open 
for  the  circulation  of  books  from  2  to  5  and  from  6  to  8  p.bi.  on 
Saturday.  The  annual  expense  of  administration  is  about  $50. 
The  library  has  absorbed  the  small  collections  of  the  Mendon  Sec- 
ond School  District  Library,  Agricultural  Library,  and  Mendon 
Book  Club.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of 
the  chairman  of  the  school  committee,  the  chairman  of  the  select- 
men, the  superintendent  of  schools  and  two  members  chosen  by 
the  town.  The  present  board  consists  of:  Julius  A.  Greorge, 
Horace  C.  Adams,  Henry  W.  Gaskill,  Liberty  Freeman  and  Elmer 
E.  Sherman.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Sara  F.  Towne. 

Population,  1895,  889;  valuation,  $564,103;  volumes,  1898, 
8,685;  circulation,  3,810. 

MBBBIMAO. 

The  Merrimac  Public  Library  originated  with  a  gift  of  1,000 
select  volumes  from  Dr.  James  R.  Nichols  of  Haverhill,  a  native  of 
the  town,  and  it  was  opened  to  the  public  May  10,  1877.  Dr. 
Nichols  has  added  about  500  volumes  to  his  original  gift,  and 
generous  donations  of  books  have  been  received  from  many  other 
persons.  In  1882  the  trustees  received  $200  from  the  estate  of 
the  late  Deacon  A.  E.  Goodwin,  the  income  from  the  investment 
of  which  is  expended  for  books.  The  annual  appropriation  of  the 
town  for  its  support  is  $500.  It  occupies  rooms  in  the  town  hall 
building,  which  was  given  to  the  town  by  William  P.  Sargent. 
Cards  are  issued  to  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools,  which  give 
them  extra  privileges  in  the  taking  of  books.  It  has  a  good  card 
catalogue,  and  a  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1884.     Bulletins 
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of  additions  are  occasionally  issued.  Miss  Loaise  C.  Brackett  is 
librarian,  and  there  are  two  assistants,  the  cost  of  administration 
being  about  |250  per  annum.  The  library  is  open  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m.  It  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  board  of  trustees  chosen  by  the  town,  of  which  the  pres- 
ent members  are :  S.  A.  McConnell,  Geo.  O.  Goodwin,  George  G. 
Larkin,  James  F.  Pease,  Chas.  W.  Sawyer  and  Richard  S.  Bailey. 
Population,  1895,  2,301 ;  valuation,  $1,347,396  ;  volumes,  1898, 
5,000;  circulation,  6,583. 

MBTEEUBN. 

About  1819  a  society  was  formed  in  Methuen,  known  as  the 
<<Addison  Literary  Society,"  for  purposes  of  mental  culture  and 
improvement.  This  society  erected  a  building  in  which  its  meet- 
ings and  entertainments  were  held,  and  collected  a  small  library, 
which  served  a  useful  puipose  for  nearly  twenty  years.  In  1873 
and  every  year  thereafter  until  1887  the  town  voted  that  the 
dog  tax  should  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  a  public  library, 
and  about  2,500  well-selected  volumes  were  collected,  which 
proved  very  useful  to  the  people.  This  has  now  given  place  to 
the  Nevins  Memorial  Library,  which  has  been  provided  by  private 
gift  for  the  free  use  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  town.  It  was  founded 
in  memory  of  the  late  David  Nevins,  a  wealthy  merchant  and  man- 
ufacturer, who  was  a  resident  of  the  town  from  early  childhood 
until  his  death  in  1881.  Desiring  to  promote  the  intellectual  and 
moral  well-being  of  the  community,  whose  material  interests  had 
been  so  greatly  advanced  by  his  business  sagacity  and  energy,  it 
was  his  expressed  intention  to  found,  during  his  lifetime,  an  insti- 
tution similar  to  the  memorial  which  has  been  erected,  upon  the 
site  chosen  and  purchased  for  that  purpose  some  years  before  his 
death  by  Eliza  S.  Nevins,  his  widow,  and  by  David  and  Henry  C. 
Nevins,  his  children.  The  ground  for  the  erection  of  the  building 
was  broken  March  27,  1883,  and  the  completed  structure  was 
opened  to  the  public  June  11,  1884.  It  is  of  fine  architectural 
design,  and  built  in  the  most  substantial  manner  of  brick  with 
freestone  trimmings.  It  contains  an  ample  public  haU,  a  library, 
waiting  and  reading  room,  and  rooms  for  the  trustees  and  librarian. 
The  interior  is  finished  in  oak  throughout,  with  very  rich  and  taste- 
ful ornamentation.  About  three  and  a  half  acres  of  land  sur- 
rounding the  building  have  been  set  apart  and  tastefully  laid  out 
and  ornamented  with  rare  trees  and  shrubs.  After  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Eliza  S.  Nevins,  in  1895,  the  body  of  Mr.  Nevins  was  re- 
moved from  Mt.  Auburn,  and  both  are  buried  in   the   grounds 
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of  the  Memorial.  A  bronze  statue  of  a  guai*dian  angel,  by  G. 
Moretti,  has  been  placed  over  their  resting-plaoe.  It  stands  under 
a  granite  arch,  holding  a  scroll  inscribed  with  this  line  from  Bryant : 
"  The  pleasant  memory  of  their  worth."  David  Nevins,  who  died 
in  1898,  left  by  will  $50,000  to  the  Memorial  and  a  residuary  in- 
terest in  his  art  collections,  house  and  furniture. 

The  whole  property  is  in  the  hands  of  five  life  trustees  and  two 
elected  by  the  town,  one  being  chosen  annually  to  serve  for  the 
term  of  two  years.  They  were  incorporated  by  chapter  47  of  the 
Acts  of  1885,  with  power  to  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  S300,000.  The  shelf  capacity  of  the  build- 
ing as  at  present  arranged  is  about  20,000  volumes.  The  library 
contains  files  of  the  local  paper  and  of  the  town  reports.  Every 
help  is  extended  to  both  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools, 
and  the  high  school  especially  derives  great  advantage  from  its 
use.  An  admirable  catalogue  was  printed  in  1887,  and  lists  of 
accession  have  since  been  issued.  There  is  also  a  card  catalogue 
for  the  use  of  the  public.  The  library  is  open  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday  and  Saturday  from  1.30  to  5.30  and  from  7  to  8.30 
P.M.  The  present  life  trustees  are :  Mrs.  Harriet  C.  Nevins,  Mrs. 
Henry  C.  Nevins,  Hon.  Jacob  Emerson  and  Dr.  George  E.  "Wood- 
bury. The  two  elective  trustees  are  :  Lewis  E.  Barnes  and  Hon. 
J.  S.  Howe.  The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Jane  B.  Crocker,  who  is  aided 
by  Miss  Catherine  F.  Crocker  and  another  assistant. 

Population,  1895, 5,690 ;  valuation,  $3,610,587  ;  volumes,  1898, 
18,965;  circulation,  15,614. 

MIDDIiBBOBOnOH. 

The  Middleborough  Public  Librai-y,  which  absorbed  at  its  com- 
mencement the  books  of  the  old  Middleborough  Social  Library, 
the  Peirce  Academy  Library,  the  Middleborough  Agricultural 
Library  and  some  books  owned  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  was  established  by  vote  of  the  town  Sept.  19,  1874, 
and  opened  to  the  public  in  September,  1875.  The  usual  appro- 
priation by  the  town  is  the  dog  tax  and  the  proceeds  of  other 
licenses.  The  amount  thus  received  in  1897  was  $793.03.  The 
library  occupies  a  room  in  the  town  hall  building,  about  thirty  by 
fifty  feet  in  size,  which  is  warmed  and  lighted  by  the  town.  There 
is  in  connection  a  reading-room  department,  supplied  with  about 
30  of  the  leading  magazines.  The  superintendent  of  schools  and 
the  teachers  are  allowed  special  privileges  at  the  shelves,  and 
special  pains  are  taken  to  procure  such  books  as  wiU  be  of  use  to 
the  scholars.     It   has  two   card  catalogues  of  all  books  in  the 
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library,  one  arranged  by  titles  and  the  other  by  authors.  A  cata- 
logue was  printed  in  1876,  and  nine  supplements  have  been  issued 
since,  beside  several  bulletins  which  are  for  use  in  the  library ; 
occasional  lists  of  additions  are  also  published  in  the  newspapers. 

It  may  be  added,  as  illustrative  of  the  individual  effort  that  is 
not  infrequently  contributed  to  our  free  libraries,  that  Mr.  Joseph 
E.  Beals,  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees,  who  was  largely 
instmmental  in  securing  the  establishment  of  the  library,  has  col- 
lected and  catalogued  all  the  books,  compiled  and  published  the 
first  general  catalogue  and  all  the  supplements,  had  the  charge  of 
the  accession  catalogue  and  written  and  arranged  the  card  cat- 
alogue, all  without  expense  to  the  library. 

The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  about  $400.  The  library 
is  open  daily,  except  Sundays  and  holidays,  from  2  until  8  p.^. 
It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town. 
The  present  members  are :  Calvin  D.  Kingman,  president ;  Joseph 
E.  Beals,  secretary ;  Wan^en  H.  Southworth,  George  Brayton, 
James  M.  Coombs,  Edward  S.  Hathaway,  Andrew  M.  Wood, 
Millard  F.  Johnson  and  Nathan  Washburn.  Mrs.  Adelaide  K. 
Thatcher  is  librarian,  and  two  assistants  are  employed  when 
needed. 

Population,  1895,  6,689;  valuation,  $4,278,576;  volumes, 
1898,  7,156;  circulation,  22,839. 

MIDDIiEFIBIiD. 

In  1871,  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  Metcalf  J.  Smith  asked 
to  have  the  dog  fund  appropriated  for  a  library.  This  was  voted 
by  the  town,  and  an  additional  sum  of  $50  was  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose. In  1872  the  town  again  voted  the  dog  fund  and  $50  in  ad- 
dition for  a  library.  With  this  money,  amounting  to  about  $200, 
books  were  purchased,  and  in  1873  they  began  to  circulate.  Then 
came  the  breaking  away  of  a  reservoir,  which  involved  the  town  in 
a  debt  of  $12,000  to  repair  its  roads  and  bridges,  and  no  appro- 
priation for  the  library  could  be  secured  for  the  next  ten  years.  A 
party  came  to  the  front  in  town  matters,  who  assumed  that  the 
library  was  a  pet  scheme  of  one  or  two  individuals,  and  for  a  time 
thwarted  all  attempts  to  procure  appropriations.  In  the  years  1884, 
1887  and  1890  the  dog  fund  was  appropriated,  and  that  is  now 
the  regular  town  appropriation,  with  an  additional  sum  of  from  $25 
to  $60.  In  the  years  of  no  town  appropriation,  money  from  other 
sources  was  given  to  support  the  library.  The  young  people  at- 
tending a  high  school  one  term  in  the  year  have  given  entertain- 
ments and  exhibitions,  and  have  given  the  receipts  to  the  library. 
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The  Middlefield  Progressive  Club,  composed  of  young  men  and 
women,  mostly  of  school  age,  organized  for  the  purpose  of  mutual 
improvement,  has  contributed  in  the  same  way  to  maintain  the 
library,  so  that  each  year  a  little  money  has  been  available  for 
the  purchase  of  new  books.  Azariah  Smith  of  Boston,  of  the  firm 
of  Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  has  contributed  between  200  and  300 
volumes.  At  the  beginning  the  remnants  of  two  old  district 
libraries  were  absorbed.  The  books  are  kept  in  a  room  set  apart 
for  this  purpose  in  the  town  house.  This  room  in  1896  was 
greatly  enlarged  and  adapted  for  library  uses,  and  now  has  a 
capacity  for  several  thousand  volumes. 

In  1893  the  town  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of 
1892,  and  $100  worth  of  books  selected  by  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission  as  the  gift  of  the  State  proved  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  library.  The  appreciation  of  the  library  is  growing,  and  the 
number  of  readers  increases  from  year  to  year.  The  pupils  in  the 
public  schools  use  the  books  under  direction  of  their  teachers. 
The  librarian's  salary  is  $10.  The  present  trustees,  elected  by 
the  town,  are :  John  T.  Bryan,  George  S.  Bell  and  Metcalf  J. 
Smith.  S.  F.  Root  was  the  first  librarian,  and  when  he  left  Mid- 
dlefield Mrs.  Lucy  S.  Newton  was  appointed  librarian,  and  has 
served  continuously  up  to  the  present  time. 

Population,  1895,386;  valuation,  $244,384;  volumes,  1898, 
1,060;  circulation,  508. 

MIDDLETON. 

A  social  library  was  formed  in  Middleton  in  1772,  and  proved 
successful  and  useful  until  1826.  Some  of  the  books  are  still  pre- 
served in  the  public  library.  Another  social  library  was  started 
in  1838,  but  lived  only  a  few  years.  An  association  library  was 
formed  in  1865,  and  accumulated  910  volumes,  which  were  given 
to  the  town  in  1879,  when  the  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint,  a  native  of 
Middleton,  presented  the  town  $1,000,  in  commemoration  of  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  incorporation,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library,  on  condition  that  the 
town  would  give  $400  for  incidental  expenses.  Mr.  Flint  also 
contributed  400  volumes  of  books  at  the  time,  added  to  his  origi- 
nal donation  $1,500  during  his  life,  and  left  by  will  $5,000  for  the 
use  of  the  library,  besides  $10,000  for  a  library  building,  which  is 
called  the  Flint  Public  Library,  in  his  honor.  Benjamin  Franklin 
Emerson,  a  native  of  tlie  town,  who  died  in  1887,  left  the  library 
a  fund  of  $10,000,  the  income  of  which,  with  the  other  funds,  sup- 
ports the  library  without  any  appropriation  from  the  town.     The 
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library  building  cost  $10,000.  The  first  brick  was  laid  Oct.  13, 
1890,  and  the  bailding  was  dedicated  Nov.  11,  1891.  It  is  one 
story  in  height,  constracted  of  brick  and  freestone,  with  ashlar 
base  of  fire-proof  bricks,  slated  roof,  copper  gutters,  etc.  The  in- 
terior is  arranged  with  a  central  hall,  with  reading-room  on  the 
right-hand  side,  twenty  by  twenty-four  feet,  with  fireplace,  niche 
for  bronze,  and  a  memorial  window,  which  was  contributed  by  Mr. 
J.  N.  Smith  of  Lynn,  in  memory  of  his  wife.  On  the  left  of  the 
hall  is  the  trustees'  room,  and  in  the  rear  the  book  stacks,  which 
with  the  gallery  above  will  contain  from  80,000  to  35,000  volumes. 
The  cost  is  provided  for  by  a  bequest  of  Mr.  Flint,  whose  entire 
gifts  to  the  library  amount  to  $16,400.  The  librarian's  salary  is 
$150  per  annum.  The  library  is  open  Saturdays  from  3  to  5  and 
6  to  8  P.M.,  and  Tuesdays  from  7  to  9  p.m.  A  catalogue  of  the 
library  was  published  in  1879,  and  supplements  containing  lists  of 
the  accessions  of  books  are  issued  about  once  a  year.  The  man- 
agement of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of  six  trustees,  of 
which  the  present  members  are :  H.  Herbert  Wilkins,  Jesse  W. 
Peabody,  Ansel  P.  Tyler,  Samuel  A.  Fletcher,  George  F.  Haskell 
and  Galen  B.  Howe.     The  librarian  is  Samuel  A.  Fletcher. 

Population,  1895,  838;  valuation,  $528,960 ;  volumes,  1898^ 
4,913;  circulation,  5,176. 

MILFOBD. 

The  Milford  Public  Library  was  established  by  the  town,  Aug. 
80,  1858,  and  has  been  wholly  maintained  by  taxation,  the  present 
annual  appropriation  being  $600  and  the  dog  tax.  It  occupies 
the  first  fioor  of  the  Memorial  Hall,  which  was  built  by  the  town 
in  1885,  as  a  memorial  to  its  soldiers  in  the  civil  war.  This  build- 
ing is  of  stone,  and  cost  $25,000.  The  library  has  a  printed  and 
a  card  catalogue,  and  publishes  lists  of  accessions.  It  is  open 
every  evening  from  7  to  9,  and  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  also, 
from  2  to  5  p.m.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $1,200.  The 
books  are  largely  used  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public 
schools,  the  former  being  permitted  to  borrow  as  many  as  they 
need  for  school  use ;  and  books  are  purchased  to  meet  their  needs, 
especially  such  as  relate  to  geography,  botany  and  other  branches 
of  natural  history.  The  trustees,  to  whom  the  management  is  en- 
trusted, are :  Judge  G.  A.  Dewey,  chairman ;  O.  F.  Croughwell, 
secretary;  Benjamin  Adams,  Thomas  F.  Manning,  N.  W.  Heath 
and  N.  F.  Blake.     The  last  named  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  8,959 ;  valuation,  $5,500,241 ;  volumes, 
1898,  10,856;  circulation,  28,781. 
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MILIiBUBT. 

A  society,  called  the  Social  Friends,  connected  with  MiUbury 
Academy  from  1851  to  1864,  collected  about  600  volumes  of 
books,  and  gave  them  to  the  town  in  1864,  on  condition  that  the 
collection  should  be  cared  for  and  increased  from  year  to  year. 
The  town  accepted  the  offer,  and  chose  a  board  of  trustees,  and 
since  that  time  has  appropriated  the  dog  tax  and  about  $200  an- 
nually for  the  support  of  the  library.  It  is  provided  with  rooms 
in  the  town  hall  building.  A  catalogue  was  published  in  1880, 
and  lists  of  accessions  are  occasionally  issued.  The  library  is 
open  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  from  3  to  5  and  from 
6.30  to  8  P.M.,  and  the  annual  cost  of  administration  is  about 
$200.  The  board  of  trustees  is  composed  of  three  persons, 
chosen  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  town,  the  present  members 
being :  Judge  John  Hopkins,  Hon.  Irving  B.  Sayles  and  Henry 
T.  Maxwell.     Miss  Carolyn  C.  Waters  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  5,222;  valuation,  $2,367^223;  volumes, 
1898,  8,235;  circulation,  16,751. 

MILLIS. 

The  beginnings  of  the  Millis  Free  Public  Library  are  to  be 
found  in  the  generous  action  of  the  East  Medway  Circulating 
Library  Association.  At  a  meeting  held  March  19,  1885,  they 
voted  to  tender  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  all  books  in  their 
possession  (about  325)  as  the  foundation  of  a  Free  Public  Library 
for  the  town  of  Millis.  They  also  gave  about  $30  in  cash  for  the 
purchase  of  books.  The  town  accepted  the  gift  at  a  meeting  held 
March  23,  1885.  Later  the  Rockville  Reading  Club  gave  about 
80  volumes.  During  the  first  year  the  library  was  put  upon  a  still 
more  solid  basis  through  the  generosity  of  the  heirs  of  Lansing 
Millis,  who  gave  large  gifts  of  money,  furnishings  and  books. 
A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1895,  in  which  the  Cutter-Dewey  sys- 
tem of  classification  was  adopted.  The  library  has  a  permanent 
home  in  what  is  known  as  the  Millis  Memorial,  a  building  of  stone, 
unique  in  architecture,  erected  in  memory  of  Lansing  Millis  by 
his  heirs  in  1886.  The  building  is  used  jointly  by  the  New  Eng- 
land Railroad  for  a  station  on  the  ground  floor,  and  by  the  town 
of  Millis  on  the  second  floor  for  town  offices  and  public  library. 
The  town  appropriation  is  $50  and  the  refunded  dog  tax,  which 
last  year  was  $116.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $50  per 
annum.    The  present  officers  are  :  Librarian,  Miss  Ada  D.  Jacoy ; 
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trustees,  Rev.  Albert  H.  Wheelock,  Louis  LaCroix  and  Herbert 
H.  Thorne. 

Population,  1895,  1,006;  valuation,  $873,013 ;  volumes,  1898, 
2,600 ;  circulation,  3,500,  estimated, 

MILTON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  town,  held  March  7,  1870,  it  was  "voted, 
that  the  town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,000  for  a  public  library, 
to  be  paid  to  trustees  when  a  like  amount  has  been  raised  by 
subscription  or -donation,  and  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
selectmen."  It  was  "voted,  that  nine  trustees  be  chosen  by  the 
town,  to  expend  said  amount  and  have  charge  of  said  library." 
The  conditional  contribution  required  by  the  town  was  promptly 
raised,  a  room  was  rented  by  the  town  at  Milton  Lower  Mills,  and 
was  fitted  up  and  furnished,  and  the  library  was  opened  to  the 
public  Feb.  23,  1871,  with  3,500  volumes  on  the  shelves,  all  new, 
and  selected  by  a  judicious  committee  with  the  greatest  care, 
and  a  catalogue  of  the  books  was  issued  at  the  same  time.  The 
annual  increase  of  the  librai*y  since  its  opening  has  averaged  a  little 
over  400  volumes.  The  library  receives  its  support  from  annual 
appropriations  of  the  town  and  from  the  town's  portion  of  the  dog 
tax  which  is  devoted  to  this  purpose.  The  library  enjoys  the  in- 
come of  the  following  funds :  Vose  fund,  $4,900 ;  J.  Huntington 
Wolcott  fund,  $1,000;  Kidder  fund,  $1,000;  J.  M'K.  Churchill 
fund,  $500,  —  the  annual  receipts  from  which  are  about  $500. 

Any  resident  of  the  town  above  fourteen  years  of  age  may  have 
the  use  of  the  library  by  subscribing  to  its  regulations.  In  1881  a 
new  building  was  erected  at  the  Lower  Mills,  in  which  accommoda- 
tions were  prepared  for  the  library  with  the  greatest  care,  furnishing 
many  advantages  to  its  patrons,  and  to  readers  wishing  to  enjoy  its 
periodicals,  or  to  study  its  numerous  and  valuable  books  of  reference. 
But,  while  furnished  with  such  pleasant  accommodations,  this  val- 
uable collection  of  books,  which  comprises  12  volumes  of  "Milton 
Documents,"  collected  and  arranged  by  Rev.  A.  K.  Teele,  pertain- 
ing to  the  early  history  and  early  citizens  of  the  town,  which  can 
never  be  replaced,  may  at  any  time  be  swept  away  by  the  ravages 
of  fire.  From  the  opening  of  the  library  annual  bulletins  have 
been  prepared  and  distributed  over  the  town;  these,  becoming 
numerous  and  troublesome,  were  set  aside  by  a  new  catalogue 
issued  in  1889.  At  this  time  the  collection  of  books  was  care- 
fully examined,  and  everything  superfluous  and  useless  was 
removed. 
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A  branch  of  the  library  was  established  at  East  Milton  several 
years  since,  where  a  reading-room  is  furnished  with  periodicals  and 
books  of  reference.  Books  are  sent  to  East  Milton  and  returned 
to  the  main  library  weekly  by  a  private  earner,  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  this  branch,  at  a  cost  of  $75. 

All  possible  facilities  in  the  use  of  the  library  are  granted  to  the 
schools  of  Milton.  By  vote  of  the  trustees,  Jan.  2,  1895,  the 
teachers  of  the  public  schools  are  allowed  to  take  from  the  library 
books  that  have  been  in  the  library  one  year,  in  the  proportion  of 
one  book  to  every  two  pupils  in  the  high  and  grammar  schools, 
and  of  one  book  to  every  three  pupils  in  the  primaiy  schools,  under 
such  rules  and  restrictions  as  the  executive  committee  may  pre- 
scribe, the  expense  of  transportation  to  be  borne  by  the  school 
committee.  Since  the  last  catalogue  was  issued,  in  1879,  the  addi- 
tions to  the  library  have  been  between  2,000  and  3,000  volumes. 
The  town  appropriates  $2,400  per  annum  to  the  library.  The  cost 
of  administration  is  $500,  of  rent  of  rooms  $600.  The  present 
trustees  are :  Rev.  Albert  K.  Teele,  chairman ;  Edwin  D.  Wads- 
worth,  treasurer ;  Rev.  Roderick  Stebbins,  secretary ;  A.  L.  Hol- 
lingsworth,  Orin  A.  Andrews,  Joseph  C.  Whitney,  William  B. 
Weston  and  Nathaniel  T.  Kidder.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Emma  K. 
Chapman. 

Population,  1895,  5,518;  valuation,  $21,942,949;  volumes, 
1898,  11,256;  circulation^  14,131,  of  which  2,785  was  the  de- 
livery at  East  Milton. 

MONBOB. 

The  town  of  Monroe  in  1894  voted  to  accept  the  conditions  im- 
posed by  the  library  act  of  1890,  and  in  April  of  that  year  books 
to  the  value  of  $100  were  received  from  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission,  to  form  the  foundation  of  a  free  library.  Donations 
of  books  also  came  from  friends  in  Beverly.  The  town's  appro- 
priation in  1898,  including  the  dog  tax,  was  $32.88.  The  books 
are  kept  in  a  private  house,  free  of  cost  for  rent  and  care,  and  are 
accessible  to  borrowers  at  all  times.  Book  lists  were  printed  in 
1894  and  1896.  The  three  trustees  are:  W.  L.  Allen,  W.  H. 
Tower  and  Warren  Kingsley.     F.  W.  Whitcomb  is  librarian. 

Population,  1898,  298;  valuation,  $144,973;   volumes,  1898, 
305 ;  circulation,  200. 
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M0N80N. 

A  reading-room  was  eetablished  in  Monson  in  1875,  with  the 
hope  that  a  free  library  would  grow  out  of  the  undertaking ;  and 
March  27,  1877,  a  number  of  the  public- spirited  citizens  of  the 
town  associated  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  free 
library.  They  were  incorporated  March  1,  1878.  Efforts  were 
then  put  forth  to  secure  the  needed  books.  The  village  was  can- 
vassed by  young  ladies,  and  258  volumes  obtained ;  the  Ladies^ 
Book  Club  contributed  206  volumes;  an  agricultural  library  of 
84  volumes  was  presented  by  the  farmers,  and  205  volumes  were 
purchased  with  the  town  appropriation.  The  library  was  opened 
free  to  the  public  July  17,  1878,  with  753  volumes  upon  its 
shelves.  It  was  open  only  two  afternoons  and  evenings  of  each 
week,  until  Nov.  24,  1879 ;  since  which  time  it  has  been  open 
every  day  and  evening,  save  Sundays  and  holidays.  A  large  num- 
ber of  citizens  have  contributed  books,  among  the  larger  donors 
being  George  E.  Fuller,  M.D.,  Orsamus  White  and  Mrs.  N.  M. 
Lyon. 

In  the  fall  of  1880  Mrs.  Carrie  R.  Dale,  daughter  of  one  of  the 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  town,  the  late  Horatio  Lyon,  informed  the 
association  of  her  intention  to  erect  a  granite  library  building  as  a 
memorial  to  her  father,  for  the  benefit  of  the  residents  of  Monson, 
and  to  present  it,  when  completed,  under  certain  limitations  and 
restrictions,  to  the  *^  Monson  Free  Libraiy  and  Reading-room 
Association."  The  building  was  completed  and  dedicated  March 
28,  1882.  Its  exterior  walls  are  of  Monson  granite,  the  design  is 
Romanesque,  and  the  building  is  thirty  by  forty-five  feet,  with  a 
wing  in  the  rear  thirteen  and  one-half  by  twenty-one  and  one-half 
feet,  and  a  projecting  porch  in  front.  It  is  commodious,  elegantly 
furnished,  and  admiitibly  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
erected.  It  is  at  present  shelved  for  3,000  or  4,000  volumes,  but 
is  capable,  when  furnished  with  alcoves  and  galleries,  of  containing 
more  than  10,000  volumes.  The  building  and  the  furnishing,  in- 
cluding the  land  on  which  it  stands  and  the  improvements  upon  its 
grounds,  cost  something  over  $35,000.  Upon  the  completion  of 
the  building  Mrs.  Nancy  M.  Lyon,  widow  of  Horatio  Lyon,  en- 
dowed it  with  a  fund  of  $20,000,  the  income  from  which  is  to  be 
used  to  keep  the  building  in  good  repair,  pay  a  librarian,  and  aid 
in  purchasing  and  rebinding  books.  The  endowment  will  soon  be 
increased  by  $10,000,  under  the  will  of  Mrs.  A.  M.  Lyon,  recently 
deceased.  By  the  deed  of  gift  the  town  must  appropriate  not  less 
than  $300  per  year,  and  some  years  it  has  appropriated  $500. 
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A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1888,  and  lists  of  accessions  are 
occasionally  printed.  During  the  past  year  the  library  has  been 
reclassified  and  catalogued,  and  the  card  index  system  adopted. 
The  library  is  open  every  day,  except  Sundays  and  legal  holidays, 
from  10  to  12  a.m.  and  from  2  to  5  and  6  to  8.30  p.m.  The  an- 
nual cost  of  administration  is  S500.  The  library  is  managed  by  a 
board  of  trustees,  chosen  from  the  incorporators  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  library  association.  The  present  trustees  are :  Dr. 
George  E.  Fuller,  S.  F.  Cushman,  B.  A.  Day,  James  Tufts,  A.  A. 
Gage,  Wm.  L.  Ricketts,  Edwai-d  F.  Morris,  C.  W.  Holmes,  Jr., 
and  Frank  E.  Morris.     Miss  Nellie  F.  Squier  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  3,746;  valuation,  $2,000,377;  volumes, 
1898,  6,494;  circulation,  10,635. 

MONTAGUS. 

The  Montague  Public  Library  had  its  origin  in  1869,  when  the 
town  accepted  the  gift  of  a  circulating  library  owned  by  an  associ- 
ation, and  it  has  since  absorbed  another  association  library  and  a 
small  district  library.  It  is  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  and  the 
last  annual  appropriation  was  9925  and  the  dog  tax,  S335.  The 
library  occupies  a  room  in  the  town  house  and  a  leased  room  for 
a  branch  at  Turner's  Falls,  for  which  a  rent  of  Si 00  is  paid  by  the 
town.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  $170.  The  library  is 
open  on  Wednesdays  from  2.30  to  4  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  from 
4.30  to  6  and  from  7  to  8.30  p.m.  Teachers  are  given  the  priv- 
ilege of  taking  from  the  library  as  many  books  as  they  please  for 
school  use,  and  keeping  them  as  long  as  needed. 

The  branch  library  at  Turner's  Falls  had  its  origin  in  an  associ- 
ation of  citizens  formed  in  1875.  In  1884  its  collection  of  about 
2,000  volumes  was  given  to  the  town.  As  the  village  of  Turner's 
Falls  has  two-thirds  of  the  population  of  the  town,  the  appropria- 
tion for  library  support  is  divided  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirds 
to  the  branch  and  one-third  to  the  central  libraiy. 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1895,  and  annual  lists  of  accessions 
are  printed.  There  is  also  a  card  catalogue.  The  governing  board 
consists  of  nine  trustees,  elected  in  groups  of  three  for  three  years. 
They  are :  William  S.  Dana,  W.  H.  P.  Gilmore,  Amelie  E.  Mailell, 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Allen,  Mrs.  P.  F.  Leary,  Miss  Kate  A.  Armstrong, 
Miss  F.  A.  Chenery,  C.  W.  Schuler  and  N.  P.  Farwell.  The 
librarians  are :  N.  P.  Farwell  at  Turner's  Falls,  and  Miss  Kate  A. 
Armstrong  at  Montague. 

Population,  1895,  6,058;  valuation,  $3,680,027;  volumes, 
1898,  Montague,  4,814  ;  Turner's  Falls,  4,086 ;  circulation,  M<hi- 
tague,  8,151 ;  Turner's  Falls,  14,908. 
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MONTEREY. 

The  Monterey  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  May  23,  1891, 
having  upon  its  shelves  $100  worth  of  books,  received  from  the 
Free  Public  Library  Commission.  The  annual  appropriation  of  the 
town  is  $40.  The  library  occupies  a  small  wooden  building,  fur- 
nished free  of  rent  by  the  Monterey  Improvement  Society.  Nearly 
half  of  the  volumes  now  foiTuing  the  library  have  come  to  it  through 
gift,  the  chief  donors  among  many  being  the  Monterey  Improve- 
ment Society,  Miss  E.  P.  Sohier  of  Beverly  and  Elihu  D.  Harmon 
of  Monterey.  Besides  books,  there  belong  to  the  library  a  herba- 
rium of  450  botanical  specimens,  and  good  collections  of  mosses, 
lichens  and  native  woods.  All  aid  possible  is  given  by  the  librarian 
to  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  others .  seeking 
information.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $12  annually.  A  cat- 
alogue was  printed  in  1893,  and  accession  lists  are  issued  annually. 
The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays  from  4  to  8  p.m.  The  trustees 
in  charge  are  six  in  number:  Marshall  S.  Bidwell,  Mrs.  G.  L. 
Keyes,  Miss  Mary  Stedman,  Miss  Jessie  A.  Townsend,  Elihu  D. 
Harmon  and  Miss  Amelia  A.  Bidwell.    Miss  Townsend  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  464;  valuation,  $233,423;  volumes,  1898, 
750;  circulation,  1,000. 

MONTOOMBBY. 

The  town  of  Montgomery  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter 
847  of  the  Acts  of  1890  in  1894,  and  was  supplied  with  $100  worth 
of  books  for  the  founding  of  a  free  library  by  the  State  Commission 
early  in  1895.  The  town's  appropriution  is  $15  per  annum,  wholly 
used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  library  is  kept  in  a  private 
house,  and  books  are  loaned  at  any  time.  The  trustees,  elected 
by  the  town  for  three-year  tenns,  are :  L.  O.  Moore,  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Kelso  and  Mrs.  A.  D.  Avery.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  D.  L.  Allyn. 

Population,  1895,  275;  valuation,  $142,781;  volumes,  1898, 
185;  circulation,  150. 

MOUNT  WASHINGTON. 

The  free  library  in  Mount  Washington  was  opened  to  the  public 
July  5,  1891,  the  foundation  being  laid  by  the  gift  of  $100  worth 
of  books  from  the  State,  under  provisions  of  the  libraiy  act  of 
1890,  which  the  town  had  accepted  the  previous  March.  The  an- 
nual appropriation  is  $15  only,  and  there  is  no  other  income.  The 
books  are  kept  in  the  meeting-house,  and  are  accessible  before  and 
after  service  on  Sundays.  There  is  no  residence  within  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  library,  but  it  is  centrally  located.     The 
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librarian  serves  without  recompense,  and,  as  he  lives  two  miles 
from  the  meeting-house,  the  trustees  often  serve  in  his  place,  bo 
that  the  records  are  not  elaborately  kept.  Besides  the  State's  gift, 
books  have  been  received  from  Timothy  L.  Walsh,  Franklin  L. 
Pope,  Mrs.  Mark  Schutt  and  some  anonymous  friends  through 
the  Library  Commission.  The  trustees  are :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Keith,  Mrs.  Isaac  Spun*,  Linus  Melius,  Howard  D.  Lamson  and 
Miss  Elma  Lamson.     Mr.  Lamson  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  136;  valuation,  $81,542;  volumes,  1898, 
420 ;  circulation,  200. 

ITAHANT. 

Nahant  had  a  public  library  early  in  the  present  century,  before 
the  town  existed  as  an  independent  community,  and  while  still  a 
part  of  the  city  of  Lynn.  As  early  as  1819  Mr.  William  Wood 
of  Boston  presented  to  the  inhabitants  of  Nahant  about  1,000 
books,  which  he  had  collected  with  great  care  and  personal  interest 
from  residents  and  others.  The  little  library  thus  formed  was 
placed  in  the  town  school-house,  a  small  stone  building,  and  was 
called  the  Nahant  Library,  the  various  school  teachers  serving  vol- 
untarily as  librarians,  and  loaning  the  volumes  for  a  small  fee  per 
week.  In  1850  the  ^'old  stone"  school-house  was  taken  down, 
and  the  library,  then  diminished  in  size  to  less  than  400  volumes, 
was  removed  to  the  present  primary  and  intermediate  school  build- 
ing. There  it  long  remained,  quite  neglected  by  the  public, 
although  the  town,  when  incorporated  in  1853,  formally  assumed 
the  ownership  of  it,  and  placed  it  in  charge  of  the  school  com- 
mittee. 

About  1870  a  few  public-spirited  citizens  aroused  a  new  interest 
in  the  library,  and  at  the  town  meeting  in  March,  1871,  $1,500 
was  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  new  books,  with  $200  addi- 
tional to  furnish  a  room  in  the  town  house  for  use  as  a  public  library. 
It  elected,  as  the  first  board  of  trustees,  Edward  J.  Johnson, 
chairman ;  Joseph  T.  Wilson,  Alfred  D.  Johnson,  and  somewhat 
later,  Dr.  J.  N.  Borland.  The  next  year  the  selectmen  fitted  up  a 
library  room  in  the  town  hall,  and  on  Feb.  17,  1872,  they  opened 
the  "Nahant  Public  Library"  for  the  first  time  to  the  public.  It 
was  originally  under  the  control  of  the  selectmen  as  well  as  the 
library  trustees,  but  since  1876  it  has  remained  under  the  sole  con- 
trol of  the  board  of  trustees.  This  board  consists  of  three  mem- 
bers, one  member  being  elected  annually  in  town  meeting,  and 
each  member  serving  three  years. 

During  the  first  years  of  its  establishment  the  library  received 
generous  appropriations  from  the  town :  in  1873,  $2,000 ;  in  1874, 
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$1,000;  in  1875  and  1876,81,500.  In  1877  the  amount  appro- 
priated diminished  to  $700,  and  since  that  date  has  ranged  annually 
from  S500  to  $1,100,  the  latter  being  the  sum  appropriated  in  1898. 
In  addition  to  this  annual  amount,  the  town  has  occasionally  voted 
liberal  sums  for  the  cataloguing  of  books  and  extra  expenses.  The 
library  has  been  especially  fortunate  in  possessing  many  generous 
friends,  who  have  made  frequent  donations  of  valuable  books,  at 
least  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  books  having  been 
presented. 

It  was  originally  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  on  Saturday 
afternoons  and  evenings  only ;  but  this  arrangement  soon  proved 
inadequate  to  accommodate  the  public  in  summer,  when,  as  Nahant 
is  a  well-known  watering  place,  the  population  of  the  town  is  more 
than  twice  as  large  as  in  winter.  Accordingly,  in  the  summer  of 
1875  the  trustees  opened  the  room  on  Wednesday  evenings  also. 
The  hours  now  are  as  follows :  from  June  1  to  October  1,  from 
10  to  1  and  2  to  5  daily,  and  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday 
evenings  from  7  to  9 ;  from  October  1  to  June  1 ,  from  2  to  5 
daily,  and  Wednesday  and  Saturday  evenings  from  7  to  9.  The 
cost  of  administration  is  $540. 

Several  small  catalogues  in  pamphlet  and  leaflet  forms  were  pub- 
lished previous  to  1878 ;  in  that  year  they  were  all  incorporated  in 
one  catalogue.  Again,  in  1886,  all  the  previously  published  cata- 
Ic^ues  were  incorporated  in  one  volume,  —  a  work  for  which  the 
town  made  special  appropriations,  amounting  to  $950.  In  1889 
the  library  published  a  catalogue  of  all  books  acquired  since  1886. 
Upon  moving  the  books  into  the  new  building,  in  1895,  they  were 
classified,  and  a  card  catalogue  made  under  direction  of  Miss  Alma 
R.  Van  Hovenberg. 

The  library  gradually  outgrew  the  original  accommodations  pro- 
vided for  it,  and  in  1879  the  town  built  an  addition,  which  nearly 
doubled  the  former  stack  room ;  but  in  ten  years  it  had  again  ex- 
panded beyond  its  limits,  and  in  1889  the  town  gave  it  a  spare 
room  in  the  town  house  as  an  ''overflow  "room.  In  1893  the 
town  appropriated  $8,250  for  a  lot  and  $40,000  for  a  new  library 
building.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  July  23,  1894,  with  Masonic 
ceremonies.  Besides  the  rooms  required  foi;  the  library,  the  build- 
ing contains  the  town  offices.  It  is  of  Weymouth  seam-faced 
granite,  with  Ohio  sandstone  trimmings.  The  stack  room  has  a 
capacity  for  over  40,000  volumes,  the  stacks  being  of  metal.  The 
finish  of  the  reading-i*oom  is  of  quartered  oak,  that  of  the  other 
portions  of  the  building  of  dark  cypress.  The  heating  apparatus 
is  a  combination  system,  by  which  either  steam  or  hot  water  can 
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be  used ;  and  electric  lights  are  introduced  throughout  the  building. 
About  $50,000  has  been  expended  for  the  building  and  appoint- 
ments. 

The  members  of  the  present  board  of  trustees  are :  Hon.  Henry 
Cabot  Lodge,  chairman ;  Joseph  T.  Wilson  and  Albert  G.  Wilson. 
The  trustees  appoint  the  librarian,  who,  with  a  single  exception, 
has  either  been  a  school  teacher  or  a  college  student.  The  follow- 
ing persons  have  served  as  librarians :  H.  H.  Scott,  H.  Y.  King, 
H.  D.  Wyatt,^  E.  C.  Carrigan,  C.  T.  Hayward,  H.  F.  Dunham, 
S.  H.  Hudson  and  J.  £.  Johnson.  The  present  libraiian  is  Miss 
Caroline  M.  Johnson. 

Population,  1895,  865;  valuation,  $6,516,599;  volumes,  1898, 
10,966;  circulation,  8,893. 

NANTUCKET. 

There  is  no  free  library  in  Nantucket.  The  Nantucket  Athe- 
naeum Library,  incorporated  in  1884,  has  an  interesting  museum 
and  a  well  selected  collection  of  about  9,000  volumes.  It  is  sup- 
ported by  the  income  of  permanent  funds,  which  amount  to  $26,000, 
annual  assessment  upon  shares  in  the  corporation,  and  fees  fi*om 
book  borrowers.  The  proprietors  pay  $1  annually,  yearly  sub- 
scribers $1.50,  and  pupils  of  the  schools  50  cents.  The  officers 
are:  Thaddeus  C.  Defriez,  president;  Almon  T.  Mowry,  vice- 
president;  Albert  G.  Brock,  treasurer;  Mra.  Maria  T.  Swain, 
secretary.  Trustees :  Mrs.  Catharine  Starbuck,  Mrs.  E.  G.  M. 
Barney,  George  G.  Fish,  Roland  G.  Hussey  and  Alexander  M. 
Myrick.     Miss  Sarah  F.  Barnard  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  8,016  ;  valuation,  $3,188,568 ;  volumes,  1898, 
9,000;  circulation,  15,000,  estimated. 

NATIOK. 

A  Social  Library  was  founded  in  Natick  in  1810,  and  an  early 
catalogue  showed  that  it  had  52  proprietors  and  92  volumes.  No 
books  were  added  to  it  after  1820,  and  in  1840  the  society  became 
extinct.  There  was  also  a  Parish  Library  of  the  First  Church, 
which  had  about  100  volumes  in  1840.  A  Citizen's  Library  was 
established  Feb.  10,  1847,  and  $500  were  subscribed  in  $5  shares. 
In  1852  it  contained  432  volumes.  It  was  given  to  the  town 
Feb.  11,  1857,  as  the  foundation  of  a  free  library,  on  condition 
that  the  town  should  appropriate  $300  the  first  year  for  books^  and 
$100  annually  afterwards ;  and  that  it  should  also  provide  a  room 
for  the  library  and  choose  and  pay  a  librarian.  The  gift  was  ac- 
cepted, and  in  April  of  the  same  year  the  483  volumes  which  the 


MORSE    INSTITUTE    LIBRARV,    NATICK. 
Bequest  of  Misi  Mary  Ann  Mont. 


BACON    FREE    LIBRARY.  SOUTH    NATICK- 
Btquesl  of  Oliver  Bacon. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  247 

library  contained  became  the  property  of  the  town.  In  1859  it 
contained  1,741  volumes,  and  in  1874,  when  it  was  transferred  to 
the  Morse  Institute,  it  had  grown  to  8,154  volumes. 

In  June,  1862,  Miss  Maiy  Ann  Morse,  a  native  of  the  town, 
died  and  left  all  her  estate  to  found  a  public  library  for  the  use  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Natick.  The  town  accepted  the  bequest, 
and  chose  five  trustees  to  administer  it,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  will ;  but  the  design  of  the  testator  came  near  being 
thwarted.  In  1864  the  town  rescinded  its  acceptance,  declined 
the  bequest,  and  instructed  the  trustees  to  resign.  The  trustees 
applied  to  the  supreme  judicial  court  for  instruction  as  to  their 
duty,  and  the  case  was  heard  by  the  full  bench  at  the  January 
term,  1865,  and  may  be  found  reported  in  10  Allen.  It  is  inter- 
esting, as  being  the  first  case  in  the  country  where  it  has  been  held 
that  a  bequest  to  establish  a  public  library  for  the  use  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  a  town  is  a  public  charity,  which  the  courts  will  not 
allow  to  fail  by  reason  of  any  misconduct  or  neglect  of  any  of  the 
parties  charged  with  the  trust.  In  1872  the  fund  had  increased  to 
about  $45,000,  in  addition  to  the  homestead  lot  of  the  testator, 
upon  which  a  library  building  was  erected  and  dedicated  Dec.  25, 
1873.  It  is  a  handsome,  two-story,  Gothic  structure  of  brick, 
with  light  granite  trimmings,  and  cost  $27,500.  The  library  now 
has  a  fund  of  $15,000,  the  income  of  which  is  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.     The  annual  appropriation  of  the  town  is  $2,500. 

The  Hon.  Henry  Wilson  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  library,  and 
gave  it  a  large  collection  of  public  documents.  The  library  con- 
tains files  of  the  local  papers  of  the  town.  A  catalogue  was 
printed  in  1882,  and  bulletins  are  published  annually.  It  has  also 
a  card  catalogue.  The  annual  expense  of  administration  is  $1 ,720. 
The  library  is  open  every  week-day  from  10  to  12  a.m.  and  from 
1  to  6  P.M.  The  management  is  vested  by  the  terms  of  the  will 
in  a  board  of  five  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  for  the  term  of  five 
years.  The  members  of  the  present  board  are :  John  O.  Wilson, 
Hon.  Francis  Bigelow,  Henry  C.  Mulligan,  Frederick  O.  Baston 
and  John  F.  McGrath.  Miss  Nellie  L.  Fox  is  librarian,  and  has 
three  assistants. 

The  Bacon  Free  Library,  South  Natick,  was  founded  upon  a 
fund  left  by  the  will  of  Mr.  Oliver  Bacon  of  Natick,  who  died 
April  3,  1878.  By  this  bequest  a  sum  of  $30,000  was  left,  half 
of  which  was  to  be  expended  upon  a  building,  and  the  remainder 
to  be  invested  for  a  permanent  fund,  the  interest  of  which  should 
be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  running  expenses  of 
the  library.     This  bequest  was  left  in  the  trust  of  five  gentlemen ; 
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three  of  these  had  died,  however,  before  the  decease  of  the 
testator ;  a  fourth,  being  abroad,  declined  the  trust ;  and  a  year 
passed  before  a  new  board  of  trustees  could  be  appointed  and  the 
building  begun.  The  building  was  opened  to  the  public  April  27, 
1881.  It  is  a  fire-proof  structure,  of  brick,  situated  in  an  open 
park  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  with  a  spacious  room  for  the 
library ;  a  gallery  above,  containing  a  collection  of  articles  of  his- 
toric and  local  interest ;  and  a  hall  in  the  basement,  occupied  by 
the  South  Natick  Historical  and  Natural  History  Society,  which 
has  a  fine  collection. 

The  first  book  entered  upon  the  accessions  catalogue  is  a  rare 
old  copy  of  Cotton  Mather's  **Life  of  John  Eliot,"  that  noble 
apostle  to  the  Indians,  whose  labors  are  so  identified  with  the  vil- 
lage. The  first  collection  of  books  placed  upon  its  shelves  con- 
sisted largely  of  a  library  belonging  to  the  "Ladies'  Sewing 
Circle,"  started  in  South  Natick  in  1836,  and  numbering  884  vol- 
umes when  merged  in  the  Bacon  Free  Library.  Another  collection,  ^ 
belonging  to  the  South  Natick  Historical,  Natural  History  and 
Library  Society,  and  numbering  about  1,000  volumes,  is  also 
included  in  the  Bacon  Library. 

Every  inhabitant  of  South  Natick  above  the  age  of  thirteen  years 
is  entitled  to  the  use  of  this  library.  No  appropriation  in  its  behalf 
has  ever  been  made  by  the  town,  which  maintains  its  own  public 
libraiy  at  Natick  Centre,  two  miles  from  South  Natick.  There  is 
no  source  of  income  except  the  interest  of  the  original  funds. 
Except  ofllcial  publications  from  the  State  and  national  govern- 
ment, and  the  occasional  gift  of  a  volume,  no  additions  have  been 
made  to  the  library  but  those  purchased  from  the  fund. 

The  library  is  controlled  entirely  by  a  board  of  trustees  (five  in 
number),  serving  without  compensation,  who  succeed  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  will  of  the  founder,  and  who  fill  all  vacancies 
occurring  in  their  number.  A  printed  catalogue  of  titles  was 
issued  in  1887,  and  each  year  a  supplement  is  published.  A  veiy 
carefully  prepared  card  catalogue  has  been  made  for  public  nse. 
The  library  is  open  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  afternoon  and  even- 
ing, 2  to  5.30,  and  7  to  8.30. 

South  Natick  is  a  manufacturing  village  of  less  than  a  thousand 
inhabitants,  more  than  half  of  whom  are  of  foreign  birth  or  parent- 
age. The  library  is  patronized  by  every  class  of  the  people.  As 
great  discrimination  has  been  used  from  the  beginning  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books,  its  influence  has  been  stimulating  and  helpful. 
Indeed,  its  success  has  been  mainly  due  to  the  wise  and  careful 
attempt  on  the  part  of  those  interested  to  keep  all  valueless  and 
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injudicioas  books  from  its  shelves,  and  to  make  its  small  income 
count  as  much  as  possible  towards  collecting  a  library  of  permanent 
yalue. 

The  annual  expense  of  administration  is  about  $600.  The  pres- 
ent trustees  are :  James  E.  Cooper,  Reuben  Hunting,  Gustavas 
Smith,  M.  y.  B.  Bartlett  and  Henry  Hunnewell,  all  residents  of 
South  Natick.     Mrs.  Adelaide  Williams  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  8,814;  valuation,  $5,770,706;  volumes, 
1898,  Natick,  18,418;  South  Natick,  4,820;  circulation,  Natick, 
37,723 ;  South  Natick,  5,408. 

NBBDHAM. 

The  Needham  Free  Public  Library  was  established  March  5, 
1888,  by  vote  of  the  town.  It  is  supported  wholly  by  taxation, 
the  town  devoting  to  it  the  dog  tax  and  a  small  annual  appropria- 
tion in  addition,  making  a  total  of  about  $800.  A  room  is  pro- 
vided for  it  in  a  building  which  is  hired  for  town  purposes,  and 
there  is  a  delivery  station  and  reading-room  at  Highlandville. 
The  books  collected  by  the  Needham  Library  Association  and  the 
Highlandville  Library  Association  were  given  to  the  library  at 
the  date  of  its  establishment.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools 
have  the  privilege  of  taking  out  an  extra  number  of  books  for 
the  use  of  their  papils,  and  every  possible  encouragement  is  given 
to  the  public  to  make  use  of  the  library.  A  catalogue  was  pub- 
lished in  1896,  and  lists  of  accessions  arp  occasionally  issued. 
The  library  is  open  Wednesday  and  Saturday  from  2  to  5  and 
7  to  9  P.M.  The  annual  expense  of  administration  is  about  $325. 
The  management  is  vested  in  a  board  of  six  trustees,  chosen  by 
the  town,  of  which  the  present  members  are :  George  K.  Clarke, 
Alice  M.  Hicks,  F.  D.  M.  Dunn,  James  B.  Lester,  Samuel  Hud- 
son and  Thomas  Sutton.     Miss  Riella  J.  Dunn  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  3,511;  valuation,  $2,929,563;  volumes, 
1898,  4,800;  circulation,  $14,231. 

NBW  ASHFOBD. 

The  New  Ashford  Free  Library  was  opened  in  June,  1891. 
The  town  having  voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  chapter  347 
of  the  Acts  of  1890,  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  supplied 
it  with  $100  worth  of  books.  The  town's  appropriation  is  $15 
per  annum,  and  the  library  is  kept  in  a  private  house.  The  an- 
nual cost  of  administration  is  $5.  The  tioistees,  three  in  number, 
elected  by  the  town,  are :  Misses  Celesta  Ingraham  and  Bell  Bauer 
and  Warren  H.  Baxter.     Mrs.  Charles  S.  Baker  is  librarian,  and 
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reports  that  she  serves  the  patrons  of  the  library  at  any  hour  of 
every  day,  between  6  a.m.  and  6  p.m. 

Population,   1895,   116;  valuation,    $67,538;    volumes,    1898, 
450;  circulation,  50. 

NEW  BEDFORD. 

The  Free  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford  was  one  of 
the  earliest  formed  under  the  act  of  May  24,  1851,  which  gave  the 
towns  and  cities  authority  to  raise  money  to  establish  free  libraries 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants.     The  first  step  taken  was  July  8, 

1851,  and  it  was  established  by  a  city  ordinance  passed  Aug.  16, 

1852,  and  an  appropriation  of  $1,500  was  made  for  the  purpose. 
The  New  Bedford  Social  Library  transferred  about  5,500  volumes 
which  it  had  accumulated  to  the  public  library  for  the  consideration 
of  $600.  These  volumes  were  well  selected,  and  the  high  standard 
which  had  been  set  in  the  formation  of  this  collection  has  been  a 
guide  that  has  been  followed  by  those  in  charge  of  the  library  in 
enlai-ging  the  collection  to  its  present  size.  It  is  probable  that  no 
library  in  the  State  has  been  more  judiciously  selected.  The 
annual  appropriation  for  the  library  varies  from  $5,000  to  $6,000, 
and  the  library  also  receives  one-half  of  the  dog  tax,  the  amount 
received  from  this  source  from  1869  to  1890  aggregating  $14,888. 

In  1857  George  Howland,  Jr.,  gave  to  the  city  $1,000,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  of  a 
more  expensive  character,  embracing  some  of  the  higher  works  of 
art  and  science,  than  the  trustees  would  feel  justified  in  purchasing 
from  the  regular  city  appropriation  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
library.  In  1865  the  city  received  a  bequest  of  $1,000  from  the 
estate  of  Charles  W.  Morgan,  the  income  of  which  is  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  similar  works.  In  1870  the  city  received  a  bequest 
of  $200,000  from  the  estate  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  $100,000  of 
which  was  to  be  used  for  the  introduction  of  water  into  the  city, 
$50,000  for  the  promotion  and  support  within  the  city  of  liberal 
education,  and  $50,000  for  the  enlargement  of  the  library.  In 
her  will  she  desired  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  she  had  in  view 
the  placing  within  the  reach  of  the  inhabitants  of  educational 
opportunities,  and  facilities  for  access  to  the  higher  and  more  ex- 
pensive works  of  literature,  science  and  art,  which  are  reasonably 
considered  as  beyond  the  reach  of  a  judicious  expenditure  of  the 
public  appropriation.  The  income  of  this  fund  is  guaranteed  by 
the  city  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
library  has  had  rare  advantages  for  securing  expensive  and  impor- 
tant works.     In  1877  James  B.  Congdon,  who  was  one  of  the 
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founders  of  the  library,  and  had  been  identified  T?ith  its  manage- 
ment for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  gave  the  library  $500 ;  in 
1878  a  legacy  of  $1,000  was  received  from  the  estate  of  Oliver 
Crocker.  The  income  of  all  the  funds  above  noted  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  books.  In  1888  a  bequest  of  $10,000 
was  received  from  the  estate  of  George  O.  Crocker,  the  income 
from  which  is  in  no  way  restricted. 

In  1857  the  city  built  a  handsome  bnck  building  for  the  use  of 
the  library,  at  an  expense  of  $40,000,  and  in  1887  it  was  enlarged 
to  nearly  double  its  original  capacity;  but  the  street  floor  is 
entirely  occupied  for  city  offices,  and  the  library  has  outgrown  ita 
shelf  room,  many  thousand  volumes  being  stored  in  the  attic. 
Over  10,000  volumes  have  been  received  by  gift,  among  the  prin- 
cipal donors  being  James  Arnold,  William  J.  Rotch,  Mrs.  E. 
Arnold  Tuttle,  James  B.  Congdon,  Samuel  Rodman,  Joseph  Grin- 
neU,  Gilbert  and  Henry  G.  Russell  and  Charles  Congdon. 

Great  attention  has  been  paid  from  the  beginning  to  the  collec- 
tion of  material  illustrative  of  the  local  history  of  New  Bedford 
and  vicinity,  and  an  excellent  bibliography  of  New  Bedford  is 
appended  to  some  of  the  earlier  annual  reports.  From  the  begin- 
ning the  library  has  been  made  as  useful  as  possible  to  the  schools, 
and  every  aid  has  been  given  to  both  teachers  and  pupils.  The 
schools  of  New  Bedford  have  in  addition  the  exceptional  advan- 
tage of  the  income  of  $3,000  from  the  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  fund, 
from  which  many  books  are  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  schools 
which  in  less  favored  places  are  usually  supplied  by  libraries. 
Catalogues  have  been  published,  bearing  the  dates  1858,  1865 
and  1874,  and  monthly  bulletins  and  lists  of  accessions  are  issued. 
A  card  catalogue  has  recently  been  completed,  using  the  Dewey 
system  of  classification.  The  library  is  open  week-days  from  9 
A.M.  to  9  P.M.,  and  since  October,  1890,  it  has  been  open  Sun- 
days from  1  to  6  p.m.  The  working  force  consists  of  the  libra- 
rian and  assistant,  five  lady  attendants,  two  attendants  at  delivery 
stations,  five  pages  and  the  janitor.  Robert  C.  Ingraham  has 
been  the  librarian  from  the  foundation  of  the  library  to  the  present 
time,  and  its  excellent  record  is  largely  due  to  the  good  judgment 
which  has  marked  his  administration  for  such  a  long  period  of  con- 
tinuous service. 

A  new  idea  of  the  past  year,  and  one  which  has  worked  ad- 
mirably, was  the  placing  of  a  case  for  the  new  books  in  the  read- 
ing-room, where  they  are  readily  accessible  to  the  public.  With 
very  few  exceptions,  all  the  additions  to  the  library  find  their  way 
into  this  case.     There  is  also  a  case  for  books  which  have  a 
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special  use  in  connection  with  some  matter  which  may  be  of  car- 
rent  interest.  The  patrons  of  the  library  appear  to  appreciate 
the  opportunities  which  are  given  to  them  in  this  way.  The  books 
receive  constant  attention,  and  instances  of  abuse  of  the  privilege 
are  rare.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  ample  proof  that  this 
scheme  has  increased  the  circulation  of  the  library  and  improved 
its  character.  In  many  cases,  patrons  have  taken  books  which 
they  never  would  have  known  had  it  not  been  for  this  chance  of 
unrestricted  inspection. 

Some  attempt  has  been  made  to  improve  the  monthly  bulletin 
by  including  in  it,  beyond  the  lists  of  additions,  general  informa- 
tion concerning  the  library  and  brief  bibliographies  on  current 
topics.  These  bibliographies  are  not  intended  for  scholars,  but 
for  popular  use,  and  in  this  light  seem  to  serve  a  good  purpose. 
In  the  coming  year,  some  changes  are  to  be  made  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  bulletin  still  further,  though  these  must  be  regarded 
as  experimental. 

A  new  feature,  just  established,  is  the  placing  of  an  infoima- 
tion  desk  in  the  public  room,  in  charge  of  the  second  assistant 
librarian.  This  seemed  to  be  necessary,  in  view  of  the  increasing 
demand  for  help  on  the  part  of  searchere  for  information  on  a 
wide  variety  of  topics.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  trustees  that  this  new 
department  shall  be  availed  of  to  the  fullest  extent  by  the  public. 

The  library  already  possesses  many  fine  works  of  art.  These  it 
is  proposed  to  supplement  in  the  near  future  with  photographic 
illustrations  of  architecture  and  reproductions  of  paintings  by  the 
old  masters,  thus  providing  increased  facilities  for  the  study  of  art. 

Branch  reading-rooms  have  been  established  in  the  north  and 
south  ends  of  the  city.  They  went  into  operation  in  September, 
1897,  and  the  work  of  their  establishment  devolved  wholly  upon 
Messrs.  Julian  and  Hunt  of  the  board  of  trustees,  who  devoted 
much  time  and  thought  to  the  matter.  These  reading-rooms  are 
furnished  with  newspapers  published  in  this  city  and  in  Fall  River 
and  Boston,  and  with  magazines  and  books  of  reference.  They 
are  open  from  8  to  9  p.m.  The  average  daily  attendance  at 
the  north  reading-room  has  been  114,  and  at  the  south  reading- 
room  60.  Orders  for  books  desired  from  the  library,  left  at  these 
reading-rooms,  are  filled  daily,  and  residents  of  the  north  and 
south  ends  can  thus  obtain  books  without  going  to  the  library 
itself.  The  expense  of  the  maintenance  of  each  of  these  read- 
ing-rooms, for  attendants,  has  been  about  $25  per  month,  and  for 
expressage  of  books  from  the  main  library  to  the  branch  reading- 
rooms  $25  per  month. 
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The  tmstees  are:  the  mayor,  the  president  of  the  common 
council  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  public  constrnction, 
eX'OfficiiSj  and  six  persons  chosen  by  the  city  coancil.  The  present 
board  are :  Charles  S.  Ashley,  mayor ;  Stephen  A.  Brownell,  pres- 
ident, etc. ;  Charles  H.  Lawton,  chairman,  etc. ;  Alexander  McL. 
Goodspeed,  Lemuel  LeB.  Holmes,  Walter  S.  Allen ;  William  L. 
Sayer,  Isaac  B.  Tomkins,  Jr.,  and  Matthew  C.  Julian.  The  libra- 
rian is  Robert  C.  Ingraham ;  assistant,  B.  W.  Pennock ;  cataloguer, 
Anna  M.  DeWolf . 

Population,  1895,  55,251;  valuation,  $54,957,834;  volumes, 
1898,  77,118;  circulation,  182,137. 

NEW  BBAINTBBB. 

The  New  Braintree  Free  Public  Library  was  founded  in  1880, 
by  the  gift  of  $100  from  Frederic  A.  Delano  of  Boston,  a  native 
of  the  town.  It  was  supported  for  four  years  by  private  gifts  and 
by  the  efforts  of  the  Young  Ladies'  Literary  Society.  It  was 
under  the  control  during  this  time  of  the  Library  Association. 
The  officers  of  the  Association  were :  Geo.  K.  Tufts,  president ; 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Thompson,  vice-president;  Miss  Mary  P.  Gleason, 
secretary  and  treasurer ;  Miss  Mai^  P.  Gleason  and  Miss  Mary 
Wetherell,  librarians.  It  was  owing  to  the  interest  and  personal 
efforts  of  Miss  Gleason,  its  first  librarian,  more  than  those  of  all 
others  combined,  that  the  library  was  first  founded  and  established 
on  systematic  principles  that  would  necessitate  no  material  altera- 
tion, especially  in  the  classification  of  its  books,  for  yeai-s  to  come. 
While  under  private  control,  and  until  1898,  it  was  located  in  a 
room  over  the  store  of  the  president,  and  opened  for  distribution 
of  books  two  hours  each  week. 

March  8,  1884,  the  library  consisted  of  400  volumes,  and  was 
offered  to  and  accepted  by  the  town  of  New  Braintree,  to  be  used 
henceforth  as  a  Free  Public  Library,  a  sufficient  annual  support 
being  guaranteed.  The  annual  appropriation  has  since  been  $100. 
Francis  Shaw  and  Miss  £.  P.  Sohier  have  been  the  largest  private 
donors  of  books.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  added  200  volumes 
in  October,  1898,  under  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1892. 

The  library  is  opened  each  Saturday  from  2  to  4  p.m.  The 
annual  cost  of  administration  is  $25.  A  catalogue  was  printed 
in  1895.  No  special  effort  is  made  to  make  the  library  useful  to 
the  schools. 

In  1893  the  town  provided  itself  with  a  new  town  house,  and  in 
it  set  apart  a  room  sixteen  by  twenty-five  feet  for  the  use  of  the 
library,  surrounded  it  with  shelves  for  5,000  volumes,   erected 
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railings  to  separate  ttiem  from  the  public,  and  finished  the  whole  in 
an  artistio  and  tasteful  manner.  The  library  is  managed  by  a 
board  of  trustees,  six  in  number,  chosen  by  the  town,  under  the 
general  law.  The  present  members  are :  George  K.  Tufts,  presi- 
dent; Carrie  F.  Bush;  Hon.  Charles  A.  Gleason,  treasurer;  D. 
Clarence  Wetherell,  William  Bowdoin  and  Susie  Felton.  Carrie  F. 
Bush  is  secretary  and  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  542;  valuation,  $437,824;  volumes,  1898, 
1,753;  circulation,  2,014. 

NEWBURY. 

The  privileges  of  the  Newburyport  Public  Library  are  extended 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Newbury,  with  which  it  is  closely 
connected  by  steam  and  electric  railways,  provided  Newbury 
appropriates  annually  towards  the  support  of  the  library  a  sum 
proportionate  to  its  valuation,  as  compared  with  that  of  Newbury- 
port, and  one  per  centum  upon  the  cost  of  the  library  building. 
This  sum  has  been  approximately  fixed  at  $150.  The  people  of 
Newbury  freely  use  their  library  privileges,  but  the  home  circula- 
tion in  Newbury  is  not  separately  recorded. 

Population,  1895,  1,489;  valuation,  $1,114,148. 

NBWBUBYPOBT. 

The  Newburyport  Public  Library  was  established  in  1854, 
mainly  through  the  liberality  of  the  Hon.  Josiah  Little,  a  native 
of  the  place,  who  gave  $5,000  for  the  purpose;  and  of  the  Hon. 
Charles  Jackson  and  Col.  Samuel  Swett  of  Boston,  who  contrib- 
uted largely  both  in  books  and  money.  On  Sept.  18,  1854,  a 
communication  from  these  gentlemen,  announcing  their  intention 
of  making  these  donations,  was  laid  before  the  city  council  by 
the  mayor ;  on  the  2d  of  October  following  the  proposition  was 
accepted,  a  room  at  the  city  hall  was  set  apart  for  the  new  library, 
and  on  the  20th  of  November  an  order  was  passed  establishing 
''  the  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Newburyport,  founded  by  the 
Hon.  Josiah  Little." 

The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  Sept.  5,  1855.  It  is  sup- 
ported both  by  taxation  and  by  endowment,  and  its  use  is  wholly 
free  to  all  inhabitants  of  Newburyport,  of  fourteen  years  of  age 
and  upward,  who  comply  with  the  regulations.  Its  privileges  are 
also  extended  to  the  inhabitants  of  Newbury  and  West  Newbury, 
provided  these  towns  pay  a  part  of  the  expense  of  management, 
proportioned  to  the  city's  share  as  are  their  State  valuations  to 
each  other,  besides  one  per  centum  per  annum  on  the  cost  of  the 
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baildiDg.  The  town  of  Newbury  avails  itself  of  this  privilege, 
its  share  being  approximated  at  8150  per  annum.  West  Newbury 
has  not  done  so  for  several  years  past. 

The  city  provides  for  the  administrative  expenses  of  the  library 
in  its  annual  appropriation  bill,  in  addition  to  what  the  city  may 
receive  back  from  the  county  on  account  of  dog  licenses.  In 
1897  the  total  credits  for  administrative  purposes  were :  city  ap- 
propriation, 82,250;  dog  licenses  8788.96;  town  of  Newbury, 
8150;  fines,  etc.,  844.50;  total,  83,238.46.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  the  cost  of  heating  and  lighting  was  charged  to  the  city 
departments  of  fuel  and  lighting  public  buildings.  The  above 
sum  was  expended  as  follows:  Salaries,  82,240;  insurance, 
8631.88;  janitor,  8273.15;  binding,  8243.13;  printing,  888.83; 
other  expenses,  8195.87 ;  leaving  an  overdrawn  balance  of  8439.42. 
In  addition  to  this,  there  was  a  special  appropriation  of  81,000 
for  reclassifying  and  cataloguing  the  library,  of  which  8835.70  was 
expended. 

AH  the  books  purchased  for  the  library  are  from  the  incomes  of 
endowments.  The  Peabody  fund  was  the  gift  of  the  London 
banker,  George  Peabody,  who  spent  a  portion  of  his  early  life  in 
Newburyport.  These  endowments  are  as  follows:  Peabody, 
815,000;  Sawyer,  85,000;  Bradbury,  81,000;  Frothingham, 
81,000;  Green  82,000;  Abram  Williams,  81,000;  W.  O.  Mose- 
ley,  810,000;  total,  835,000.  The  entire  income  of  these  funds 
for  1897  was  81,425.  There  is  still  another  special  fund  of 
85,000,  the  excess  of  the  amount  raised  for  purchasing  the  present 
library  building  over  the  sum  expended,  and  the  income  of  this  is 
used  in  keeping  the  building  in  repair.  The  reading-room  in  con- 
nection with  the  library  was  founded  in  1870  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  C. 
Todd,  who  has  given  for  its  support  the  sum  of  810,000.  This 
makes  the  total  invested  funds  of  the  library  850,000. 

The  library  has  a  building  of  historic  interest.  A  portion  of  it 
was  erected  some  time  prior  to  the  war  of  the  revolution,  by 
Patrick  Tracy,  a  rich  merchant  of  Newburyport,  for  his  son 
Nathaniel  Tracy.  The  latter,  at  one  time  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  ten  merchant  ships,  was  ruined  by  the  war,  and  the  house 
passed  into  the  possession  of  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Jackson.  Under 
its  roof  at  various  times  Washington,  Lafayette,  Talleyrand  and 
many  of  the  French  refugees  were  entertained.  In  1864  it  was 
purchased  by  Edward  S.  Mosely,  Joshua  Hale  and  Charles  M. 
Bayley,  acting  in  behalf  of  an  association  of  citizens  and  natives 
of  Newburyport,  who  had  subscribed  818,375  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  a  suitable  library  building.     This  sum  was  afterwards 
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IncreaBed  to  $21,568.26,  of  which  $6,000  was  expended  for  the 
property,  and  $10,314.96  in  improving  it.  In  1881  it  was  foand 
that  an  enlargement  was  necessary,  particularly  for  reading-room 
purposes ;  and  to  this  end  $22,056.60  was  raised,  the  late  Michael 
H.  Simpson  of  Boston,  a  native  of  Newburyport,  contributing  the 
larger  part,  $18,500.  In  his  honor  Uie  wing  which  was  added  is 
called  the  ^'  Simpson  Annex."  The  building  is  constructed  of 
brick ;  the  interior  is  finished  in  oak.  Its  cost,  from  the  original 
purchase,  has  amounted  to  nearly  $50,000. 

No  special  collections  are  made,  except  such  works  as  relate  to 
local  history  or  affairs ;  but  the  income  of  the  Green  fund  is  re- 
stricted to  purchasing  works  on  American  history,  and  especially 
New  England  town  histories.  In  newspapers,  the  library  has  a 
file  of  the  ^^Massachusetts  Centinel"  from  March  22,  1786,  to 
June  12,  1790;  the  ''Columbian  Centinel,"  from  June  16,  1790, 
to  December,  1815 ;  also  the  ''Essex  Journal "  and  "  New  Hamp- 
shire Packet,"  May  1,  1793,  to  April  2,  1794;  the  "Morning 
Star,"  April  8  to  Dec.  8,  1794 ;  the  *'  Impai-tial  Herald,"  Dec.  5, 
1794,  to  Sept.  24,  1796;  the  "Newburyport  Herald,"  Nov.  14, 
1797,  to  date  (with  some  numbers  missing).  There  are  also  in 
the  library  other  newspaper  files  for  longer  or  shorter  periods. 

Teachera  in  the  public  schools  are  allowed  the  privilege  of  taking 
five  books  at  a  time  on  subjects  connected  with  the  studies,  and 
pupils  in  the  higher  grades  also  have  special  school  cards.  Every 
facility  possible  is  extended  by  the  librarian  to  both  teachers  and 
pupils  in  looking  for  information,  and  books  or  articles  are  recom- 
mended by  the  librarians  as  aids  to  the  study  of  any  subject  which 
may  be  under  investigation. 

The  mayor  and  board  of  aldermen  are  ex  officiia  trustees  of  the 
library;  but  its  management  is  vested  in  a  board  of  twelve 
directors,  of  which  the  mayor,  president  of  the  common  council 
and  the  three  trustees  of  the  building  fund  are  members  ex  officiis. 
The  remaining  seven  are  chosen  by  the  city  council,  one  each  year, 
for  a  term  of  seven  years.  The  affairs  of  the  library  are  admin- 
istered by  a  librarian,  two  assistants,  a  superintendent  of  the 
reading-room,  and  a  janitor.  The  last  printed  catalogue  was 
issued  in  1878;  but  supplements,  containing  the  additions  during 
the  year,  are  issued  with  the  annual  report.  The  librarian  pre- 
pares and  has  printed  for  free  distribution  lists  of  new  books  four 
or  five  times  during  the  year.  It  has  a  card  catalogue  in  course  of 
preparation.  The  library  is  open  daily,  Sundays  and  holidays 
excepted,  from  9  to  1,  2  to  5.80,  7  to  8.  The  reading-room  is 
opened  each  day,  except  Sundays,  from  9tol,2to6,  7  to9.    The 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  257 

present  board  of  directors  (1898)  is  as  follows:  Geoi^e  H. 
Plumer,  mayor,  ex  officio;  John  H.  Balch,  Jr.,  president  of 
common  council,  ex  officio;  Edward  S.  Moseley,  Elisha  P.  Dodge, 
Laurence  B.  Cushing,  trustees  building  fund,  ex  officiis;  John  E. 
Bailey,  Moses  Brown,  Rudolph  Jacoby,  William  R.  Johnson, 
Nathan  N.  Withington,  Albert  C.  Titcomb  and  A.  W.  Hitchcock. 
John  D.  Parsons  is  librarian.* 

Population,  1895,  14,552;  valuation,  $11,678,434;  volumes, 
1898,  82,800;  circulation  (including  Newbury) ,  40,644. 

NBW  MABLBOBOUGH. 

New  Marlborough  has  five  post-offices  and  no  public  library.^ 
The  Seymour  Library  Association,  organized  in  the  village  of 
Southfield,  January,  1896,  has  a  collection  of  425  volumes,  more 
than  half  of  which  were  given  by  Mrs.  Seymour  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  for  whom  the  society  is  named.  The  library  is  sustained 
by  membership  fees  of  50  cents  and  annual  fees  of  25  cents. 
Two  hundred  and  eighty  volumes  were  loaned  for  home  use  in 
1897.     Miss  Delia  A.  Scoville  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,288;  valuation,  $561,006. 

NEW  SALEM. 

The  New  Salem  Public  Library  was  founded  by  gifts  from  two 
sisters,  natives  of  the  town.  Miss  Rebecca  Wheeler  and  Mrs.  Eliza 
Ellis.  Miss  Wheeler,  at  her  decease,  left  an  instrument  which  she 
supposed  to  be  a  will,  but  which  was  refused  probate  because  not 
properly  attested.  This,  if  operative,  would  have  given  the  town 
$1,000,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  and 
care  of  books,  provided  the  town  raised  an  equal  amount  annually 
for  the  same  purpose.  If  the  town  did  not  do  this,  the  income  for 
the  year  in  which  it  failed  was  to  be  paid  to  the  trustees  of  New 
Salem  Academy,  for  the  maintenance  of  that  institution.  Mrs. 
Ellis,  wishing  her  sister's  intentions  carried  out,  gave  the  same 
amount  to  the  town,  under  the  same  conditions.  At  her  own  de- 
cease, Mrs.  Ellis  by  will  bequeathed  the  same  sum  to  the  town  for 
the  same  purpose,  contingent  upon  the  town's  raising  an  equal 
sum.  The  income  goes  to  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society, 
if  the  town  fails  to  appropriate  the  required  amount.  The  town 
has  since  the  first  gift  was  made  raised  a  sufficient  sum  to  give  the 
library  the  use  of  one  of  the  bequests,  and  sometimes  both.  By 
will  of  Mrs.  Pamelia  A.  Butterfield,  a  native  and  life-long  resident 

*  This  sketch  was  prepared  by  the  librarian. 
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pf  tliat,p.^*t  of  QraDge^which  ^as  .set  offi f roi?n  Nev  Sa^ep^  in.lSSiT^ 
jibe;, town. received  the  sum  of  $500  for,  the ,ua,e  of  tiie  library,  no 
p^.rt<of  which  can  be  usQd  for  the  puroiiase  of  fiction.  ■  The.:(rusf^3 
ha^e  to.  this  date  u^ed  th^  income  only  of  the  last-named /.bequest 
In  April,  1893,  the  library. was  increased  by  $1,00  yirorfh^of  ;boc^ 
selected  by  the  Free  Public  Library  .Commission,  ui^der  authority 
of  the  library  act  of  1892.  The  librjiryjis  provided  ,ropm;in  ^th^ 
town  house.  At  its  opening,  May  1,  1890^  it  contained  860  vol- 
umes  besides  the  books  of  reference,  and  a  catalogue  was  then 
printed ;  one  supplement  has  been  since  issued.  Preparations  are 
being  made  for  a  new  and  more  systematiq  catalogue  the  present  year. 
The  library  is  open  on  Saturday  from  8  to  5  p.m..  It  is  under 
the  care  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the  usual  manner. 
Messrs.  Daniel  Ballard,  Willard  Putnam  and  Howard  S.  Herrick 
have  served  as  trustees  ever  since  the  library  wasj  opened.  The 
first  librarian  was  Alonzo  H.  Bancroft,  followed  by, William  E. 
Perry,  who  was  succeeded  .by. the  present  incumbent,  JVEiss  Yenipe 
Marshall. 

Population,  1895^  869  ;    valuation,  .$295,864;  volumes,  1898, 

,1  •.•■.■•. 

1,652 ;  circulation,  1,700.  .  / 

NEWTON. 

^  i      >      •  I         -  • 
.         .          I        *  ■  «  ^^ 

Prior  to  the  inception  of  the  Newton  Eree  Library,  there  was, 
in  the  part  of  the  town,  then  called  Newton  Corner,  a  circulating 
library  under  the  mahageipent*  of  an  incorporated  association; 
but,  with  the  growth  of  the  population  and  the  increasing  love  of 
literature  and  reading,  this  failed  to  answer,  the  wants  and  ambition 
of  the  community.  '  Stimulated  by  this  defect,  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen put  their  means  together  and  purchased  a  lot  of  land,  at 
an  expense  of  over  $3,000,  with  the  intention  at  some  future  day 
of  erecting  a  suitable  building.  In  1867  the  Hon.  J.  Wiley  Ed- 
mands  proposed  to  contribute  $10,000  to  this  enterprise,  on  con- 
dition that  a' like  sum  should  be  raised  by  the  citizens  of  the  town 
for  the  erection  of  such  a  library  building  as  should  meet  his  ap- 
proval, at  a  cost  of  $20,000.  He  added  to  his  gift  a  further  sum 
of  $5,000  for  the  establishment  therein  of  a  library  for  the  free 
use  of  the  residents  of  the  town.  With  this  encouragement  the 
gentlemen  before  mentioned  solicited  a  popular  subscription,  which 
was  promptly  filled ;  and  the  work  of  building  began  in  August, 
1868,  when  the  corner-stone  was  laid.  Subsequently  another  sub- 
scription  was  had,  headed  by  John  C.  Chaffin,  with  the  gift  of 
$5,000.  The  whole  amount  raised  at  these  different  times  was 
$54,000.     The  edifice,  a  handsome  granite  building,  including  a 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  259 

library,  reading-room  and  suitable  offices,  was  completed  and 
dedicated  in  June,  1870.  A  board  of  managers  was  elected  by 
the  sabscribers  to  the  funds,  a  superintendent  chosen ;  and,  with 
the  aid  of  W.  F.  Poole,  books  were  purchased,  and  the  institution 
was  opened  to  the  public  July  1,  1870.  In  the  meantime  the 
Newton  Library  Association  had  surrendered  its  charter  and  pre- 
sented its  property  to  the  new  association,  which  was  incorporated 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  in  1871. 

The  Newton  Free  Library  opened  with  about  7,000  volumes, 
about  half  of  which  were  the  gift  of  the  old  circulating  library 
association  and  of  individuals ;  the  remainder  were  purchased  with 
funds  on  hand.  During  the  ten  months  subsequent  to  the  opening 
the  circulation  of  books  amounted  to  36,994,  and  it  has  steadily 
increased  to  the  present  date. 

In  November,  1875,  a  tender  of  the  library  was  made  to  the 
city  of  Newton,  which  was  accepted,  and  an  act  passed  by  the 
Legislature  authorizing  the  transfer  of  the  franchise  and  property. 
The  transaction  was  completed,  and  the  Newton  Free  Library 
passed  into  the  control  of  the  city  government,  for  the  free 
use  of  the  citizens  forever.  The  city  has  continued  to  make  an- 
nual appropriations,  amounting  the  last  year  to  $13,925.  There 
are  some  permanent  funds  for  special  purposes,  in  addition  to  the 
money  thus  supplied  by  the  city:  $1,000,  the  gift  of  Alden 
Speare,  for  the  purchase  of  books  illustrative  of  manufactures 
and  mechanic  arts ;  $10,000  from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Lydia  M. 
Jewett;  $5,000,  contributed  by  John  S.  Farlow;  and  $400,  an- 
nually, from  the  estate  of  Charles  A.  Read.  In  addition  to  the 
library  proper,  there  is  a  reading-room  furnished  with  the  leading 
daily  newspapers  and  with  reviews  and  magazines,  American  and 
foreign.  There  is  also  a  large  body  of  books  for  reference  in  the 
department  provided  by  the  bequest  of  Mr.  Farlow,  who  was  the 
president  of  the  library  for  several  yeara. 

There  is  a  card  as  well  as  a  printed  catalogue,  and  bulletins  are 
issued  from  time  to  time.  At  West  Newton,  two  miles  from  the 
library,  there  is  a  branch  reading-room  and  reference  library,  open 
seven  hours  daily.  There  is  a  basket  delivery  every  day  to  the 
different  villages  of  the  city,  in  which  the  schools  as  well  as  indi- 
vidual residents  are  furnished  with  books,  of  which  105,347 
volumes  were  thus  distributed  at  the  last  account,  24,397  going 
to  the  schools  severally.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about 
$14,608.79,  including  $5,482.52  for  salaries.  The  library  is  open 
every  day  but  Sunday  from  10  o'clock  a.m.  till  8  p.m.,  and  the 
reading-room  from  7.30  a.m.  till  9  p.m. 
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The  management  is  entmsted  to  a  board  of  five  trustees,  ap- 
pointed by  the  mayor  and  approved  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  who 
hold  office  until  resignation,  death  or  removal.  The  present  board 
consists  of  Julius  L.  Clarke,  Edwin  B.  Haskell,  William  Claflin, 
A.  Laurence  Edmands  and  Joseph  R.  Leeson.  Miss  Elizabeth  P. 
Thurston  is  librarian,  and  has  six  assistants. 

Population,  1895,  27,590;  valuation,  $49,969,044;  volumes, 
1898,  53,618;  circulation,  169,335. 

NORFOLK. 

The  Norfolk  Public  Library  was  founded  by  the  gift  to  the  town 
in  1880  of  a  collection  of  about  200  volumes  from  the  Norfolk 
Library  Association,  and  the  loan  of  the  books  owned  by  the 
Norfolk  Farmers'  Club.  The  town  makes  an  annual  appropriation 
of  about  $75  for  its  support.  Until  October,  1897,  it  occupied  a 
room  in  the  town  house,  but  has  now  more  convenient  quarters  in 
the  new  high  school  building. 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1893,  classified  by  titles  and  authors, 
and  a  supplement  was  issued  in  November,  1897.  Teachers  of 
the  public  schools  have  the  privilege  of  six  books  a  week  for  the 
use  of  their  scholars,  but  these  are  not  to  be  taken  from  tUe  school 
building.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturday  evening  and  the  read- 
ing-room at  the  same  time.  The  town  elects  a  board  of  three 
trustees  in  the  usual  manner  for  its  management.  The  present 
trustees  are :  John  E.  Fales,  James  Holmes  and  John  R.  F.  Love. 
Walter  L.  Sykes  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  882;  valuation,  $529,472;  volumes,  1898, 
1,125;  circulation,  1,290. 

NORTH  ADAMS. 

It  was  due  chiefly  to  the  persistent  effort  of  Rev.  Theodore  T. 
Munger  that  the  citizens  of  North  Adams  were  in  1883  roused  to 
action  in  regard  to  a  free  public  library.  A  meeting  was  held, 
committees  appointed  and  a  fair  undertaken,  managed  by  delegates 
from  every  church  in  town,  Catholic  and  Protestant.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  this  five-days'  fair,  held  in  December,  1883,  amounted  to 
over  $2,500.  In  the  meantime  the  North  Adams  Library  Asso- 
ciation having  given  its  stock  of  books  to  the  new  free  library, 
one  of  a  row  of  stores  in  a  business  block  was  hired  and  the 
library  opened. 

The  town,  in  the  spring  of  1884,  adopted  the  library,  and 
voted  $2,500  for  its  maintenance.     This  appropriation  has  been 
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gradually  increased,  until  it  became  $5,000  for  the  year  1897. 
Under  the  town  government  a  <' managing  committee"  of  six 
members,  two  elected  each  year,  was  the  governing  body.  Judge 
Jarvis  Rockwell  being  the  first  chairman,  and  John  Bracewell 
holding  that  office  after  Judge  Rockwell's  death  (1886)  until  the 
city  government  was  organized.  The  city  charter  provided  for 
three  trustees.  The  town  became  a  city  January,  1896,  and  the 
trustees  then  chosen  still  hold  office. 

In  1892,  having  outgrown  its  original  quarters,  which  gave  very 
little  space  for  a  reading-room,  the  library  was  moved  to  the 
ground  floor. of  a  large  private  residence.  Another  removal  will 
take  place  during  the  present  year,  when  the  alterations  shall  have 
been  completed  in  the  large  and  elegant  mansion  which  the  young 
city's  first  mayor,  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  gave  to  the  city  as 
a  memorial  to  his  brother,  the  late  A.  J.  Houghton  of  Boston, 
making  the  gift  without  condition  other  than  an  expressed  wish 
that  it  be  used  for  the  public  library.  To  this  was  added  later  the 
gift  of  $10,000,  to  make  needed  repairs  and  changes  in  fitting  it 
for  the  library's  use.  These  alterations  are  in  progress  under  the 
able  direction  of  Architect  E.  T.  Barlow  of  North  Adams. 

Those  who  draw  books  come  from  every  quarter  of  the  city, 
and  the  library  is  patronized  by  the  children,  if  not  by  the  adults, 
of  North  Adams'  extremely  miscellaneous  foreign  population.  * 

The  catalogue  facilities  have  never  been  what  they  should  be, 
but  a  card  catalogue  for  the  public  to  consult  is  now  in  course  of 
preparation,  the  work  of  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  State 
Library  School,  Miss  Alice  Newman. 

So  far  as  has  been  possible  with  the  limited  income  effort  has 
been  made  to  work  in  harmony  with  the  schools.  Both  teachers 
and  children  have  been  prompt  to  avail  themselves  of  such  advan- 
tages, many  of  the  teachei*s  making  good  use  of  the  extra  five 
cards  allowed  them  for  use  in  school  work.  The  librarian  is 
always  glad  to  arrange  for  aiding  any  study  clubs  by  posting  lists 
of  material  and  by  reserving  volumes  for  the  special  use  of  such 
clubs ;  while  numberless  questions  put  at  the  desk  find  answer 
through  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  staff,  both  Poole's  and  the 
more  recent  Cumulative  Index  being  in  constant  use. 

The  library  is  open  week-days  from  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  the  read- 
ing-room (and  on  Saturday  the  delivery  desk  also)  until  9  p.m. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  trustees  to  have  the  reading-room  kept 
open  on  Sundays  after  removal  to  the  Houghton  Memorial. 

Miss  C.  Augusta  Dun  ton  has  held  the  position  of  librarian  since 
he  library  opened.     Two  regular  assistants  are  employed,  while  a 
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third  is  foand  needful  for  a  portion  of  each  week,  and  daring  a 
part  of  the  last  year  the  cataloguer  has  made  a  fourth. 

The  expenses  for  1897  have  been :  for  books,  etc.,  $1,475  ;  for 
rent,  insurance,  etc.,  $1,800;  salaries,  $1,700  (not  including 
janitor,  his  services  being  included  in  the  rent) ;  and  supplies, 
$275. 

A  feature  of  interest  is  the  large  number  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  ten  and  fourteen  who  are  patrons  of  the  library. 
They  are  given  distinctive  cards,  and  are  allowed  to  take  no  more 
Uian  two  books  in  any  one  week,  the  girls  being  directed  to 
exchange  their  books  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  and  the  boys  Mon- 
days and  Thursdays.  In  this  way,  with  the  library's  very  large 
circulation  and  small  staff,  better  provision  can  be  made  for 
attending  to  the  wants  of  the  children,  —  an  ingenious  plan,  for 
which  the  librarian  should  have  credit. 

As  the  city  is  very  compactly  built,  no  attempt  to  establish 
branches  or  delivery  stations  has  yet  seemed  necessary.  Some 
thought  has,  however,  been  given  to  the  Bridgeport  (Conn.)  plan 
of  encouraging  teachers  of  schools  in  the  outlying  districts  to  ask 
for  a  small  number  of  books  to  be  circulated  among  the  families 
from  which  their  pupils  come.  But  action  on  this  matter  has  been 
deferred  until  after  the  library  shall  be  established  in  its  new 
honfe.  The  trustees  are :  Annie  B.  Jackson,  president ;  Clarence 
A.  Brown,  secretai-y;  and  Arthur  Robinson.  The  librarian  is 
Miss  C.  Augusta  Dunton. 

Population,  1895,  19,135;  valuation,  $7,472,769;  volumes, 
1898,  15,257;  circulation,  1897,  78,320. 

NORTHAMPTON. 

The  first  circulating  library  in  Northampton  of  which  there  is 
any  record  was  that  of  the  Northampton  Social  Library.  Fol- 
lowing this  was  the  High  School  Lyceum  Library ;  and  the  former 
was  probably  merged  in  the  latter,  as  books  with  the  name  of  the 
first  in  writing,  and  with  printed  labels  of  the  latter,  are  now  on 
the  shelves  of  the  public  library.  In  January,  1839,  a  Book 
Club  was  formed,  which  is  still  in  existence,  its  members  being 
limited  to  twenty.  The  Young's  Men's  Institute,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  library  and  promoting  public 
instruction,  by  lectures  or  otherwise,  was  organized  in  1846.  The 
first  meeting  of  which  there  was  any  record  was  held  on  the  8th 
of  January,  1846.  On  the  15th  of  January  the  organization  was 
completed,  and  Henry  Bright  chosen  president ;  Joseph  Lathrop, 
treasurer;  W.  O.  Gorham,  corresponding  secretary;  and  W.  D. 
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Whitney,  recording  secretary.  It  was  reported  that  $312  had 
been  contributed,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  a  course  of 
lectnres.  The  books  of  the  akeady  existing  libraries  were  prob- 
ably given  to  the  institute,  as  a  vote  was  passed  on  the  21st  of 
October,  1846,  authorizing  J.  P.  Williston,  to  '*act  with  the 
principals  of  the  high  schools  as  a  committee,  to  choose  books  for 
the  social  library,  according  to  the  stipulations  contained  in  the 
conditions  on  which  that  library  was  given  into  the  charge  of  the 
institute." 

For  a  number  of  years  the  library  was  kept  in  a  room  over  a 
store.  It  was  removed  in  1850  to  a  room  in  the  town  house,  and 
was  kept  in  that  building  till  its  removal  to  the  present  home.  In 
May,  1852,  Otto  Goldschmidt  and  Jenny  Lind  Goldschmidt  pre- 
sented to  the  institute  $700,  the  proceeds  of  a  concert,  which  they 
desired  should  be  ''devoted  to  the  purchase  of  standard  works, 
well  bound,  such  as  are  believed  to  be  of  permanent  value."  The 
letter  accompanying  the  donation  was,  by  vote  of  the  institute, 
framed  and  hung  in  the  libraiy.  In  November,  1852,  the  subject 
of  forming  a  free  public  library,  in  accordance  with  a  then  recent 
law  of  the  State,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee,  who  re- 
ported in  ^ts  favor ;  but  the  matter  was,  after  discussion  at  sev- 
eral meetings,  indefinitely  postponed.  At  a  meeting  held  March 
10,  1853,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  obtain  an  act  of  incor- 
poration. On  the  21st  of  April,  1853,  an  act  of  the  Legislature, 
naming  Samuel  A.  Fisk,  S.  W.  Hopkins  and  Henry  Dikeman  as 
oorporatora  of  the  Northampton  Young  Men's  Institute,  was 
passed.  This  was  accepted  in  July  of  the  same  year,  and  the 
institute  reorganized  under  it.  The  first  catalogue  of  the  library 
was  printed  in  1857,  the  second  was  issued  in  1862,  and  the  third 
in  1874.  Supplements  have  been  printed  at  various  times,  as 
books  have  accumulated. 

On  the  29th  of  February,  1860,  the  institute  voted  to  offer  the 
use  of  the  books  to  the  town  of  Northampton  for  a  free  public 
library,  so  long  as  the  town  should  annually  appropriate  a  sum 
not  less  than  40  cents  for  each  of  its  ratable  polls.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  that  year  the  town  accepted  the  proposition,  and  ap- 
propriated $500  for  the  increase  and  maintenance  of  the  library. 
From  that  titne  the  town  has  made  annual  appropriations,  varying 
from  year  to  year,  the  largest  amount,  $2,500,  being  granted  in  1873. 

In  1867  measures  were  first  taken  towards  obtaining  a  library 
building,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  institute  to  act  in 
reference  to  the  matter.  In  1868  the  lot  on  which  the  building  is 
located  was  purchased,  donations  for  that  purpose,  of  $1,000  each. 


264  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

having  been  obtained  from  E.  H.  R.  Lyman  and  Whiting  Street. 
At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1869  a  vote  was  passed  appropri- 
ating the  sum  of  $25,000  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  memorial 
hall  in  honor  of  our  fallen  soldiers,  and  a  public  library  building, 
whenever  a  like  amount  shall  have  been  raised  from  other  sources ; 
and  a  committee  of  five  persons  was  appointed  to  carry  out  the  vote. 
This  committee  consisted  of  Charles  Delano,  Alfred  T.  Lilly,  Luke 
Lyman,  Christopher  Clarke  and  Mai'vin  M.  French.  Subscription 
papers  were  at  once  circulated,  the  sons  of  Noilhampton  living 
abroad  were  appealed  to,  and  many  liberal  donations  were 
obtained.  The  largest  sum  was  that  given  by  John  Clarke, 
amounting  in  all  to  $7,000,  of  which  $5,000  was  devoted  to  the 
building  fund  and  $2,000  to  the  Young  Men's  Institute.  Geoi^e 
Bliss  of  New  York  subscribed  $5,000  and  E.  H.  R.  Lyman 
$3,500.  The  private  subscription  was  filled  in  the  summer  of 
1871,  and  the  committee  at  once  proceeded  with  the  work  as- 
signed it. 

In  July,  1869,  occurred  the  death  of  John  Clarke,  who  left 
by  his  will  the  "  sum  of  $40,000  in  trast  to  the  town  of  North- 
ampton, for  the  benefit  of  the  public  libraij  in  said  town,  for  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  building  and  the  increase  and  maintenance 
of  the  library,  and  for  no  other  purpose."  In  accepting  the  trust 
conferred  upon  it,  the  town,  by  a  special  vote,  set  apart  the  income 
of  the  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books.  As  soon  as  the  subscrip- 
tion was  completed,  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  matter  pro- 
ceeded to  obtain  the  necessary  plans  for  the  construction  of  the 
memorial  hall  and  public  library  building.  After  obtaining  bids 
for  its  erection,  it  was  found  that  it  could  not  be  built  for 
the  sum  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  committee.  A  meeting 
of  the  town  was  called,  and  the  alternative  presented  of  re- 
ducing the  size  of  the  building  or  increasing  the  appropriation. 
It  was  announced  that  a  further  private  subscription  of  $4,000  had 
been  made,  on  condition  that  the  buildiug  should  be  erected  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  original  plan,  and  the  sum  of  $16,000  additional 
was  voted.  The  work  was  put  under  contract,  and  the  building 
erected  in  1872-73.  The  work  was  substantially  completed  in  the 
fall  and  winter  of  1873  ;  and  the  committee,  having  expended  all 
the  appropriations,  asked  the  town  for  money  enough  to  put  in  the 
steam  boiler  and  pipes.  At  the  first  meeting  the  town  refused  an 
appropriation.  A  second  meeting  was  held,  at  which  the  sum  of 
$4,000  was  voted  for  this  purpose. 

The  memorial  hall  and  library  building  stands  deservedly  in  the 
front  rank  of  similar  structures  in  this  country.     The  memorial 
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hall,  the  most  imposing  portion  of  the  building,  constitutes  the  main 
entrance,  and  is  sixty-four  by  forty  feet.  The  hall  is  twenty-five 
feet  square,  with  bays  on  each  side  five  feet  deep.  The  floor  is  of 
marble,  and  the  ceiling  is  twenty  feet  high.  It  is  cased  in  black 
walnut  and  ash,  elaborately  carved  and  highly  finished.  On  each 
side  in  the  recesses  are  the  tablets  containing  the  memorial  records 
of  our  fallen  soldiers,  and  in  the  four  corners  of  the  main  hall  are 
lists  of  all  who  have  served  as  soldiers  (as  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained) since  the  town  was  settled.  Back  of  the  hall  is  a  building 
eighty  by  fifty-four  feet  and  two  stories  in  height,  contain- 
ing the  library  and  reading-room.  At  the  rear  of  the  memorial 
hall  is  a  broad  flight  of  steps  ascending  six  feet  to  the  library 
room.  At  either  side  of  this  ascending  entrance  way  is  a  stairway 
descending  to  the  reading-room.  From  the  landing  place  at  the 
library  door  ascend  steps  on  each  side  to  the  museum  and  art 
room,  immediately  above  the  memorial  hall,  and  occupying  the 
entire  front  of  the  building.  The  library  room  is  seventy-nine  by 
fifty-one  feet,  with  a  nave  in  the  centre  twenty-six  feet  wide  and 
twenty- seven  feet  high.  The  books  are  arranged  in  movable  cases 
directly  beneath  the  nave,  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  and  enclosed 
in  a  neat  iron  railing,  giving  ample  room  outside  for  the  use  of 
visitors.  The  cases  are  ten  feet  long  and  seven  feet  high,  and, 
when  the  entire  space  within  the  railing  is  filled  with  them,  there 
will  be  ample  room  for  32,000  volumes.  The  entire  capacity  of 
the  building  is  sufficient  for  three  or  four  times  that  number  of 
books.  On  the  same  fioor  with  the  library  are  four  smaller  rooms, 
two  on  each  side  of  memorial  hall.  Those  on  the  west  side  are 
used,  the  larger  as  a  general  reception  and  committee  room,  and 
the  smaller  for  books  on  art  and  other  costly  volumes  not  to  be 
taken  from  the  building.  Directly  below  the  library  is  the  reading- 
room,  which  is  thirty-eight  by  fifty-one  feet,  with  smaller  rooms 
in  the  rear,  used  for  public  documents,  storage  and  work  rooms. 
Here  is  also  a  circular  stairway  leading  from  the  library  room  to 
the  cellar,  and  two  elevators  for  books  and  packages.  There  are 
two  side  entrances  to  the  reading-room,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
building,  just  in  the  rear  of  memorial  hall.  In  the  front  of  the 
building  and  under  the  hall  are  the  cloak  room,  janitor's  and  libra- 
rian's rooms,  lavatory,  water-closets,  etc.  In  the  cellar,  extend- 
ing under  the  entire  building,  is  the  steam  boiler,  by  which  the 
building  is  heated.  The  total  cost  of  building  and  grounds  was 
«77,249.79. 

The  building  was  occupied  in  March,  1874,  the  library  rear- 
ranged, a  new  catalogue  printed,  and   the  whole  opened   to  the 
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public  on  the  30th  of  March,  1874.  The  books  are  arranged  and 
classified  on  the  shelves  in  a  new  and  very  convenient  manner, 
devised  by  Rev.  Wm.  S.  Leavitt,  who  for  many  years  efficiently 
managed  the  affairs  of  the  institution.  The  town  rescinded,  a  few 
years  ago,  the  vote  setting  apart  the  income  of  the  Clarke  Fund 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  reduced  the  amount  of  its  annual 
appropi-iation,  so  that  now  no  small  part  of  that  income  is  absorbed 
by  running  expenses.  The  fund  amounts  to  $54,000,  with  an 
annual  income  of  83,700.  The  amount  the  town  appropriated  last 
year  was  $1,500.  The  library  contains  a  fair  collection  of  books 
and  pamphlets  published  in  the  town,  and  every  facility  is  afforded 
to  the  students  in  Smith  College  and  the  pupils  of  the  public 
schools  for  the  use  of  the  library.  Lists  of  new  books  and  sup- 
plements to  the  catalogues  are  occasionally  issued.  The  library  is 
open  daily,  except  Sunday,  from  9  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  and  an  hour 
later  Saturday  evenings.  A  librarian,  two  assistants  and  a  janitor 
are  employed,  and  the  current  expenses  of  administration  are  be- 
tween $3,000  and  $4,000.  The  management  is  vested  in  a  library 
committee  of  nine  members,  chosen  by  the  city,  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  present  board  consists  of  Rev.  Elisha  G.  Cobb, 
William  M.  Gaylord,  Charles  E.  Williams,  William  P.  Strickland, 
chairman;  A.  Lyman  Williston,  Rev.  Patrick  H.  Gallen,  Henty 
B.  Haven  and  Christopher  Clarke.  To  this  committee  are  added 
the  trustees  of  the  Forbes  Library.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Caroline 
S.  Laidley. 

Charles  Edward  Forbes  of  Northampton,  justice  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  of  Massachusetts,  who  died  Feb.  13,  1881,  left  for 
a  public  library  in  Northampton  an  estate  valued  at  $252,260, 
which,  if  the  town  so  voted,  might  accumulate  for  ten  years.  He 
created  three  funds :  (1))  a  building  fund  of  $50,000  and  half  the 
accumulations;  (2),  an  aid  fund  of  $20,000,  the  income  to  be 
used  in  aid  of  the  town  in  paying  the  running  expenses  of  the 
library,  the  town  agreeing  to  pay  all  the  rest;  (3),  a  book  fund 
of  all  the  balance  of  the  property.  After  ten  years'  accumulation 
and  three  years*  building,  the  property  turned  over  to  the  trustees 
was  a  lot,  $20,000,  including  $5,000  from  an  unknown  friend; 
a  building,  $113,993.48,  including  $8,500  for  furniture;  the  aid 
fund,  $20,000;  the  book  fund,  $292,665.89;  some  unproductive 
property,  $1,350;  also  the  accumulated  income  of  the  book  fund, 
$40,042.84,  and  of  the  aid  fund,  $2,858.55. 

The  building,  which  is  fireproof,  as  was  required  by  the 
fopnder,  stands  on  a  lot  of  three  and  one-half  acres,  separated  by 
West  Street  from  the  grounds  of  Smith  College,  and  having  a  fine 
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view  of  the  Holyoke  range  from  the  rear.  It  is  built  of  Milford 
granite,  with  Longmeadow  sandstone  trimmings.  The  interior 
finish  is  oak.  The  Spanish  arches  supporting  the  second  floor 
form  the  ceiling  of  the  first  stoiy,  with  a  pleasing  effect. 

The  building  was  planned  by  Wm.  M.  Gaylord,  trustee,  and 
designed  by  Wm.  C.  Brocklesby  of  Hartford,  architect.  It  is, 
over  all,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  feet,  with  these  principal  rooms  on  the  main  floor:  en- 
trance hall  (which  is  also  the  charging  room)  eighty-two  by 
twenty- two  feet;  reference  room,  fifty  by  twenty-two  feet; 
reading-room,  forty-four  by  thirty-four  feet;  stack,  ninety- 
seven  by  fifty  feet.  There  are  rooms  of  about  the  same  di- 
mensions on  the  second  fioor,  used  at  present  for  exhibitions, 
but  intended  for  book  storage  hereafter.  The  whole  building 
could  probably  hold  400,000  volumes.  In  the  basement  are  the 
boiler  rooms  and  unpacking  room,  forty-nine  by  twenty-four  feet, 
and  a  very  large  room  used  for  newspapers  and  folios  of  infrequent 
use.  The  plan  is  peculiar  in  that  the  whole  lower  floor  (except  a 
smaU  librarian's  room  and  a  toilet  room)  is  practically  one  room, 
the  only  separation  being  by  the  piers  that  support  the  walls  of  the 
second  story  and  by  the  counter  and  a  low  railing.  This  produces 
a  spacious,  light  and  cheerful  effect.  Indeed,  the  building  is 
unusually  light  for  a  library,  though  not  light  enough. 

Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  superintendent  of  the  Northampton  Lunatic 
Hospital,  dying  May  17,  1892,  left  to  the  city  $50,000,  to  accum- 
ulate till  it  amounted  to  $60,000,  the  interest  then  to  be  used  for 
current  expenses,  except  the  librarian's  salary.  The  money  is  now 
available. 

Charles  A.  Cutter,  for  twenty-four  years  in  charge  of  the  Boston 
Athenaeum,  was  engaged  first  to  purchase  books,  then  as  librarian. 
The  building  was  opened  for  consultation  Oct.  4,  1894;  for  the 
issue  of  books  July  1,  1895. 

The  report  of  the  year  ending  Nov.  80,  1897,  is :  stock,  53,000 
volumes  and  18,884  pamphlets,  maps,  photographs,  casts,  etc. ; 
cost  of  stock,  $62,393.12;  registration,  3,084  persons.  An  un- 
usually large  number  of  books  is  allowed  to  a  borrower,  who  may 
take  at  .once  a  novel,  whether  in  one,  two,  or  three  volumes, 
another  book  not  a  novel,  a  book  not  in  English  (one  in  each  lan- 
guage desired) ,  and  six  volumes  on  subject  of  study,  more  than 
one  subject  being  occasionally  allowed  to  a  single  person.  Partly 
in  consequence  of  this  liberality,  and  partly  owing  to  the  presence 
of  Smith  College,  with  a  thousand  instructors  and  students,  the  cir- 
culation of  Northampton  per  inhabitant  —  7.38  volumes  —  is  among 
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the  highest  in  the  State.  The  present  tmstees  are :  Arthur  Watson, 
president ;  George  H.  Ray  and  James  R.  Trumbull. 

When  the  Free  Congregational  Society  at  Florence  was  organ- 
ized, books  and  periodicals  were  purchased  for  a  fi-ee  public  library 
and  reading-room,  and  in  1871  these  book's  were  given  to  the  town, 
upon  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  Northampton  Public 
Library  at  Florence.  The  library  was  provided  with  accommo- 
dations in  a  school  building,  which  was  soon  needed  for  school 
purposes.  An  effort  was  then  made  to  obtain  a  vote  of  the  town 
to  erect  a  library  building  at  Florence,  but  it  failed  of  success.  In 
1888  Alfred  T.  Lilly,  a  generous  and  public-spirited  citizen  of 
Florence,  selected  nine  persons  to  form  a  corporation,  and  to  it 
he  deeded  a  site  for  a  building.  He  then  gave  $13,000  for  the 
erection  of  a  building  and  $5,000  to  expend  for  books,  also  con- 
tributing 400  volumes  from  his  private  library.  The  building 
was  completed  in  December,  1889,  and  dedicated  May  7,  1890. 
The  first  story  is  of  Monson  granite  and  the  second  of  Philadelphia 
pressed  brick,  with  ornamental  bands  and  granite  trimmings.  The 
interior  is  handsomely  finished  in  native  woods.  The  corporation 
is  entitled  the  Lilly  Library  Association. 

A  reading-room  is  connected  with  the  library,  in  which  52  peri- 
odicals are  regularly  taken,  and  a  good  reference  library  is  open 
for  free  use.  The  Lilly  Library  Association  purchases  the  books 
and  periodicals  for  this  room,  and  the  city  pays  the  running  ex- 
penses. The  trustees  are :  Henry  B.  Haven,  William  H.  Riley, 
John  B.  O'Donnell,  George  H.  Ray,  F.  N.  Look,  Mrs.  C.  A. 
Plympton,  Mrs.  £.  K.  Learned,  Miss  Sarah  E.  Martin  and  Miss 
Mary  E.  Gould.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Mary  A.  Fuller. 

Population,  1895,  16,746;  valuation,  $10,838,876;  volumes, 
1898,  89,600;  Forbes  Library,  53,000;  Public  Library,  31,000; 
Lilly  Library,  5,600;  circulation,  123,527;  Forbes  Library, 
57,201;  Public  Library,  55,569;  Lilly  Library,  10,757.  The 
percentage  of  fiction  is :  Forbes  Library,  49  ;  Public  Library,  60 ; 
Lilly  Library,  88. 

NORTH  ANDOVBB. 

The  North  Andover  Public  Library  was  established  in  1875  by 
a  general  movement  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  who  subscribed 
money  for  its  foundation.  Among  the  leading  subscribers  were 
the  Davis  &  Furber  Machine  Shop  Company,  Gen.  Eben  Sutton, 
Mrs.  Eliza  Sutton,  Hon.  Willard  P.  Phillips,  Henry  Keniston  and 
Hon.  William  A.  Russell.  The  fund  they  raised  was  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  about  1,500  volumes,  and  the  library  has  since 
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been  wholly  supported  by  the  town.  The  annual  appropriation  is 
$1,200,  besides  the  dog  tax,  which  amounts  to  about  $300.  The 
library  occupies  three  rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  Odd  Fellows 
block. 

Special  effort  is  exerted  to  make  the  library  useful  to  the 
schools,  and  lists  of  books  specially  appropriate  for  and  useful  to 
the  pupils  and  instructors  are  distributed  to  them.  Two  cata- 
logues and  two  supplements  have  been  issued,  the  first  in  1875, 
when  the  library  was  opened,  and  the  second  in  1890.  A  list  of 
the  books  that  have  been  purchased  during  the  year  is  printed  in 
the  annual  town  report. 

In  1890  a  branch  was  started  at  North  Andover  Center,  about 
two  miles  from  the  library,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  outlying 
districts.  The  wisdom  of  this  is  shown  by  the  great  increase  of 
patronage  from  tho'se  districts.  The  library  is  open  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings  from  2  to  9.  A  librarian 
and  two  assistants  are  employed.  In  1892  one  of  the  three  rooms 
of  the  library  was  set  apart  as  a  reading-room.  Beginning  with  a 
few  magazines  and  the  local  papers,  it  has  gradually  increased 
until  now  it  contains  30  of  the  leading  periodicals.  The  reading- 
room  is  open  every  we^-day  evening  from  7  to  9.  The  annual 
cost  of  administration  of  library  and  reading-room  is  about  $400 
for  salaries.  The  rent  amounts  to  $500.  The  management  is 
entrusted  to  a  board  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the 
usual  manner.  The  members  of  the  present  board  are :  Joseph 
H.  Putnam,  Ervan  E.  Chesley,  secretary,  and  Dr.  Charles  P. 
Morrill.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Hannah  J.  Quealey. 

Population,  1895,  3,569;  valuation,  $3,560,455;  volumes, 
1898,  11,080;  circulation,  12,300. 

NORTH    ATTIiSBOBOUGH. 

The  North  Attleborough  Public  Library  was  established  in  1889 
by  the  Union  Improvement  District,  which  turned  its  library  over 
to  the  town.  The  town  made  an  appropriation  of  $1,200  the  first 
year,  and  the  next  increased  it  to  $1,500.  Until  September,  1895, 
the  library  occupied  three  rooms  in  a  business  block. 

In  the  spring  of  1894  the  children  of  Edmund  Ira  and  Lucy 
Richards  offered  to  present  the  town  with  a  memorial  library  build- 
ing. The  offer  was  accepted,  a  suitable  lot  in  the  centre  of  the 
town  was  purchased,  and  the  work  was  begun  at  once.  The  build- 
ing is  of  brick,  with  cream-colored  teiTa-cotta  trimmings,  and  cost 
about  $60,000.  It  includes  a  beautiful  reading-room,  containing 
a  reference  library  on  open  shelves.     This  room  is  also  well  sup- 
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plied  with  the  leading  newspapers  and  magazines.  Between  the 
reading  and  the  stack  room  is  the  delivery  and  the  trustees'  and 
librarian's  rooms.  The  books  were  moved  from  the  old  quarters 
into  the  new  building  in  September,  1895.  The  library  subscribes 
for  four  extra  copies  of  prominent  magazines,  which  are  loaned  as 
three-days  books.  A  small  travelling  library  which  was  sent  into 
the  suburbs  in  May  has  met  with  extraordinary  success,  and  re- 
peated calls  for  more  books  are  coming  in,  while  others  stand 
ready  to  take  those  loaned.  The  librai^  has  no  endowment.  The 
town  makes  an  appropriation  of  $1,800  per  year. 

No  teacher,  scholar,  club  woman  or  person  well  known  to  the 
librarian  is  ever  refused  a  book  when  it  is  wanted  for  work.  Five 
cards  are  issued  to  teachers,  but  all  books  which  they  need  are 
loaned  them.  The  library  is  in  every  sense  a  working  library,  a 
large  amount  of  work  being  done  in  the  reference  department 
Subjects  are  given  out  in  school,  and  teachers  and  scholars  come 
to  the  library  for  their  material.  Children  are  urged  to  come,  and 
all  subjects  they  are  interested  in  are  looked  up  for  them.  A  few 
photographs  of  celebrated  paintings  and  buildings  have  just  been 
added,  and  are  loaned  on  cards.  It  is  hoped  to  make  this  a  prom- 
inent feature  of  the  work  the  coming  year.  The  library  is  open 
daily  (Sundays  and  holidays  excepted)  from  2  to  9  p.m.  It  is 
under  the  care  of  a  board  of  six  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  un- 
der the  general  law,  and  the  names  of  the  present  board  are  :  Rev. 
Geo.  E.  Osgood,  Edward  R.  Price,  Joseph  B.  Gerould,  M.D., 
John  P.  Bonnett,  Mrs.  Harvey  Clapp  and  Miss  Leda  J.  Thompson. 
Librarian,  Miss  Irene  W.  Day ;  assistant,  Walter  Whitehill. 

Population,  1895,  6,576 ;  valuation,  $4,062,986  ;  volumes,  1898, 
5,692;  circulation,  24,672. 

NOBTHBOBOUGH. 

From  the  history  of  the  town  of  Northborough  it  appears  that 
as  early  as  1793  a  number  of  its  citizens  were  active  in  their 
efforts  to  provide  for  themselves  and  the  town  the  benefits  of  a 
good  librai*y,  and  during  that  year  the  Social  Library  was  instituted. 
It  contained  at  the  start  100  volumes,  and  provision  was  made  for 
its  annual  increase.  How  long  this  was  kept  up  does  not  appear. 
In  the  history  of  the  town,  by  Dr.  Allen,  it  is  stated  that ''  in 
1817  sixty  young  ladies  met  in  a  room  in  the  meeting-house  and 
sewed  straw,  thus  earning  $100,  which  was  spent  for  books  for 
the  social  circle  library."  Afterwai'ds  there  was  the  Young  Men's 
Library  and  the  Agricultural  Library.  In  1843  the  town  accepted 
a  donation  of  $90  from  the  State,  and  purchased  with  this  sum  a 
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library  for  each  school  district.  These  were  afterward  merged  in 
one,  and  kept  in  a  store  in  the  village.  From  time  to  time  varions 
book  clubs  were  started  to  obtain  current  publications,  the  books 
being  sold  or  divided  among  the  members  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  movement  was  finally  set  on  foot  to  establish  a  permanent 
and  free  library.  There  was  at  the  time  no  suitable  building  or 
room ;  and  in  1866,  the  centennial  of  the  town,  two  of  the  citizens, 
Capt.  Cyrus  Gale  and  Hon.  Milo  Hildreth,  offered,  the  former 
$1,000,  the  latter  1250,  to  the  town  toward  starting  a  public 
library,  provided  a  suitable  town  hall  should  be  built,  and  a  room 
furnished  for  the  books  in  the  new  building.  The  offer  was  ac- 
cepted, and  an  annual  appropriation  for  its  support  guaranteed. 
At  the  same  time  the  Library  Association  was  formed,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  obtain  money  by  subscription,  public  enteitain- 
ments,  lecture  courses,  etc.,  for  the  purchase  of  books ;  and  it 
succeeded  in  raising  $621.51.  In  the  spring  of  1868  the  public 
library  of  the  town,  under  the  name  of  the  Northborough  Free 
Library,  was  established,  and  was  first  opened  to  the  public  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  September  of  that  year.  The  funds  were  after- 
wards increased  by  a  donation  of  S500  in  cash  and  $500  in  books 
from  Hon.  Isaac  Davis  of  Worcester,  a  native  of  this  town,  and 
by  a  legacy  of  $1,000  from  Capt.  Cyrus  Gale. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1895  a  beautiful  and  commodious  stone 
building,  costing  about  $30,000,  the  gift  of  Cyrus  Gale,  Esq., 
was  completed.  It  was  dedicated  June  12,  with  addresses  by 
Rev.  Benjamin  H.  Bailey  of  Maiden  and  other  former  residents 
of  Northboi*ough.  In  addition  to  the  building  Mr.  Gale  also  gave 
every  equipment  for  library  purposes,  including  stacks  having  ac- 
commodation for  about  16,000  books;  oak  tables,  chairs,  lamps 
and  clocks  in  the  reading  and  reference  rooms ;  ample  shelving  for 
magazines  and  cases  for  relics  and  articles  of  historical  interest, 
etc.  The  gift  of  this  building  seems  to  have  inspired  like  gen- 
erosity in  others.  A  fine  oil-portrait  of  Hon.  John  Davis,  a 
native  of  the  town,  was  presented  by  his  son,  Andrew  McFarland 
Davis,  and  now  hangs  in  the  reading-room.  The  permanent  fund 
has  also  'been  largely  increased  by  the  gifts  of  $1,000  from 
Samuel  Wood,  $1,000  from  the  late  Geo.  H.  Eager  of  Boston, 
and  a  legacy  of  $500  from  Mrs.  M.  S.  B.  Davis  of  Philadelphia,  the 
two  last  named  being  natives  of  the  town.  The  late  Samuel  Wood, 
who  died  in  1898,  bequeathed  $2,000  to  the  town,  the  income  of 
which  is  to  be  expended  for  books.  This  list  of  donors  and  their 
contributions  might  be  greatly  extended.  The  library  has  a  small 
collection  of  books  and  papers  of  local  interest.    Among  its  gifts  it 
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has  received  from  Prof.  John  M.  Rice  of  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy,  a  native  of  this  town,  a  valuable  eight-day  clock,  for- 
merly the  property  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  the  second  minister 
of  the  town ;  from  Mrs.  George  C.  Davis  the  bust  of  Governor 
John  Davis,  for  many  years  United  States  Senator,  who  was  bom 
in  Northborough ;  also  the  crayon  portrait  of  the  late  Captain 
Gale,  from  his  son,  Cyras  Gale,  Esq.,  and  the  crayon  portait  of 
Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  from  Mrs.  L.  G.  Wood. 

Before  the  removal  of  the  library  to  its  new  home,  the  books 
were  classified  according  to  the  Dewey  system,  and  a  caxd  cata- 
logue prepared,  the  expense  being  defrayed  by  the  generous  gift 
of  $1000,  presented  by  Mrs.  Cyrus  Gale  for  that  purpose.  The 
trustees  intend  to  issue  a  printed  catalogue  as  soon  as  funds  are 
available  for  that  purpose.  * 

The  library  is  supported  by  an  annual  town  appropriation  of 
$250,  besides  the  dog  tax  and  the  income  from  the  invested  funds, 
which  now  amount  to  $4,650.  The  use  of  the  library  is  wholly 
free  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  town  over  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
to  non-residents  on  the  payment  of  $1  a  year.  About  20  periodi- 
cals are  taken,  which  remain  in  the  reading-room  for  one  week, 
and  are  then  issued  for  three  or  seven  days.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  they  are  bound,  and  issued  like  other  books. 

From  the  establishment  of  the  library  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
trustees  to  make  it  as  accessible  as  possible  to  all  who  would  avail 
themselves  of  its  use,  and  especially  to  pupils  in  the  public  schools, 
as  the  following  rules  will  show:  '^The  teachers  of  the  public 
schools  are  permitted  to  draw  and  hold,  for  not  more  than  a 
month,  books  not  to  exceed  ten  in  number  at  one  time,  said  books 
to  be  used  by  them  and  their  pupils  in  school  work.  The  teachers 
shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  care  and  return  of  the  books. 
Any  book  so  drawn  may  be  called  in  by  the  librarian  after  two 
weeks  from  the  drawing  of  the  same.  Any  person  pursuing  a 
special  study  is  allowed  to  take  books,  not  over  ten  in  number,  and 
for  a  time  not  exceeding  two  weeks,  by  obtaining  permission  of 
of  two  trustees.  "  The  principal  of  the  high  school  is  allowed  to 
take  any  number  of  books,  not  exceeding  fifty  at  anyone  time, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils. 

The  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  from  2  to  5  and  6.30  to  8.30 
p.m;  on  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  6.30  to  9  p.m.  The  care  of 
building  and  grounds  has  made  necessary  the  employment  of  a 
janitor  who  receives  a  salary  of  $1 50.  The  librarian  has  a  salary 
of  $165.  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Emery,  having  held  the  position  of 
librarian  for  nineteen  years,  has  recently  resigned,  but  will  hold 
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the  office  until  her  successor  is  appointed.  The  library  is  managed 
by  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  three  of  whom 
are  chosen  annually.  The  trustees  for  1898-99  are:  E.  S.  S. 
Ashley,  Ellen  WiUiams,  Albert  D.  Smith,  Sarah  F.  Crawford, 
Susan  W.  Forbes,  Harriet  H.  Johnson,  E.  P.  Daboll,  Cyrus  Gale 
and  Josiah  C.  Kent. 

Population,  1895, 1,940 ;  valuation,  $1,318,040 ;  volumes,  1898, 
9,698 ;  circulation,  9,283. 

NOBTHBBIDGIB. 

The  Whitinsville  social  library  is.controUed  by  an  association,  but 
free  to  all  citizens.  It  originated  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Whitinsville,  held  Dec.  10, 1844,  to  take  into  consideration  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  social  library,  when  it  was  stated  that  the  sum  of 
$100  had  been  left  as  a  legacy,  by  Miss  Sarah  Fletcher,  to  be 
appropriated  to  such  a  library  whenever  it  should  be  thought  best 
to  establish  one ;  and  that  this  sum,  with  the  interest  on  the  same, 
was  then  available.  The  society  was  organized  December  17, 
under  the  name  of  "  The  Whitinsville  Social  Library."  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1845,  eighty-six  subscribers  had  become  members  of  the 
association,  by  payment  of  $1  as  initiation  fee,  and  signing  the 
constitution,  which  imposed  an  annual  assessment  of  $1 .  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  books  had  been  purchased,  and  arrangements  made  for 
loaning  them.  The  association  became  incorporated  April  14, 1858, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  41  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Mas* 
sachusetts.  April  9,  1860,  a  legacy  of  $500  was  received  from 
Ezra  W.  Fletcher,  of  which  it  was  voted  to  use  only  the  interest. 

The  library  was  for  many  years  kept  in  the  chapel  of  the  Village 
Congregational  Society,  and  was  used  by  subscribers  and  a  few 
others,  as  the  teachers,  to  whom  its  privileges  were  extended  by 
the  association.  But  better  and  permanent  accommodations  were 
provided  in  the  memorial  building  in  1876.  Memorial  Hall,  in 
Whitinsville,  is  a  handsome  building  of  brick,  with  granite  trim- 
mings, one  hundred  and  ten  by  sixty  feet.  In  the  basement  is  a 
hall  for  town  meetings.  On  the  first  fioor  are  two  small  halls  for 
public  gatherings,  two  rooms  for  town  purposes,  with  a  fire-proof 
vault  for  town  books,  and  rooms  for  the  Social  Library.  In  the 
second  story  is  a  large  hall  for  public  meetings. 

At  this  time  it  was  determined  to  offer  the  privileges  of  the 
Social  Library  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  on  certain  con- 
ditions, and  the  following  vote  was  passed  by  the  association : 
**  To  make  the  library  free  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  North- 
bridge,  subject  to  such  iiiles  and  regulations  as  the  association  or 
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corporation  may  adopt,  upon  condition  that  the  town  shall  an- 
nually appropriate  and  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  tfie  qprpocation, 
for. thQ' maintenance  and  support  of  said  Ubi:aryi  aAminot  1^9 
jthan  $800,  the  library,  ceasing  to  be  free  to  the  inhab^ats.of  ai^id 
town  when  the  town .  ceases  to  make  the  above-mcinjfQAed'  aamial 
appropriation  for  its  maintenance  and  support^*'         ,t  *         -  *: 

The  town  accepted  the  proposition  of  the.  a^ocialfen  at  its'^- 
nual  meeting  in  March,  and  has  since  made  annual  .ippropi^atiDpfl 
of  from  $400  to  $450  for  the  support  of  the  librarrf  The  needed 
changes  in  the  constitution  and  by-laws  were  made^mnd  the  libraiy 
is  still  under  the  control  of  the  association,  ,of  wich  any  citizen 
of  Northbridge  may  become  a  member  by  paymei^  of  $1  aii^ually^ 
or  a  life  member  by  payment  of  $5,  and  signing,4he  constitutipn^ 
Cyrus  F.  Baker  is  president.  .Frpm  the  small  l]|»gini;iing  wjtb  the 
.260  volumes,  the  library  has  grown  apace,  jfhe  nun\l>er  ifbo 
took  books  the  last  year  was  842.'  School  teachers  are  aliov^ 
special  privileges  in  the  juse  of  the  library  for  ^gchool  work.  4# 
effort  is  being  made  to  cultivate  a  ta^te  forjfnstrnctive  reading 
among  the  pupils.  The  permanent  fund  -xfi  the  association 
amounts  to  $i,000.§5-  Mrs.  William  H.  FuUer  is  librarian,  and 
,the  cost  of.  administration  is  about  $800  per  j^ear. 

Population,  1895,  5,286  ;  valuation,  $3,783,740;  volumes,  1898, 
.5,855;  circulation,  14,936.  ^.  .... 

NOBTH  BBOOKFIBIiD. 

The  North  Brookfield  Free  Public  Library  and  reading-room 
was  organized  about  twenty  years  ftgo.  At  a  reunion  of  the 
past  members  of  the  North  Brookfield  high  school,  held  in  Decem- 
ber, 1878,  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution  was  discussed,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to.solicit  subscriptions  for  the  porpose. 
Alfred  H.  Batcheller  gave  $1,000,  Hon.  Theodore  C.  Bates  $500, 
William  H.  Montague  $100,  and  the  total  amount  secured  was 
$2,000.  This  was  accepted  by  vote  of  the  town  May  17,  1879^ 
and  an  appropriation  of  $1,000  madf.  from  tiie  treasury  for  the 
same  purpose.  A  board  of  nine  trustees  was  chosen,  and  author- 
ized to  receive  all  moneys  lyhich  had  been  or  might  be  given  for 
the  object.  At  different  times  since  the  libraij  has  received  small 
bequests  and  gifts  of  money.  The  gifts  made  by  the  Hon. 
Theodore  C.  Bates  aggregate  about  $1,800.  The  library  was 
opened  to  the  public  on  Thanksgiving  eve,  Nov.  26,  1879^  in 
commodious  and  comfortable  rooms,  which  had  been  fitted  apln 
the  centrally  located  Walker  block.  Sept.  20,  1894,  the  town 
dedicated  a  new  library  building  for  which  $80,000  had  been 
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given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erasmus  Haston.  October  1  books  were 
issaed  for  the  first  time  from  this  building. 

The  Haston  library  building  is  two  stories  in  height,  built  of 
Milford  granite,  rock  face,  with  copper  cornices  and  red  slate 
roof,  in  Romanesque  style  of  architecture,  and  cost  about  $46,000, 
including  the  lot  upon  which  it  stands.  The  extreme  dimensions 
are  seventy-six  feet  length,  fifty-three  feet  breadth,  and  the  tower 
is  seventy-seven  feet  in  height.  The  interior  is  elegantly  finished 
with  hard  woods.  The  reading-room,  situated  at  the  left  of  the 
central  lobby  and  waiting-room,  is  twenty-six  by  twenty-eight  feet, 
and  has  every  appointment  essential  to  its  purpose.  The  book 
room,  twenty-eight  by  twenty-two  feet,  is  finished  in  two  stories, 
and  has  a  capacity  for  25,000  volumes.  West  of  the  waiting- 
room  is  the  woman's  reading-room,  of  octagonal  form,  with  lava- 
tory. The  librarian's  desk  at  the  right  of  the  waiting  room  com- 
mands a  view  of  all  the  apartments  on  the  first  floor.  The  upper 
floor  includes  a  room  for  a  museum,  twenty-eight  by  forty-six  feet, 
store  room,  closets,  etc.,  and  the  trustee's  room.  In  the  well- 
lighted  basement  is  a  vault  for  town  records,  rooms  for  town 
oflScers  and  the  boiler  and  fuel  rooms. 

The  annual  appropriation  of  the  town  has  varied  from  $1,000  to 
$1,500.  The  library  contains  a  valuable  collection  of  portraits  of 
former  prominent  citizens  of  the  town,  now  deceased.  A  special 
arrangement  is  made  by  which  the  teachers  have  the  use  of  a 
larger  number  of  books  at  one  time  than  other  patrons,  and  every 
possible  effort  is  made  by  the  librarian  to  afford  aid  and  informa- 
tion to  inquirers.  The  last  regular  catalogue  was  printed  in  1884, 
a  supplement  was  added  in  1887  and  bulletins  in  1889  and  1894. 
The  reading-room  is  an  important  feature  of  the  library,  is  sup- 
plied with  about  forty  periodicals,  and  is  well  patronized,  the 
annual  number  of  visitors  being  about  35,000.  The  library  and 
reading-room  are  open  week-days  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  The 
present  trustees  are :  James  Miller,  Robert  Batcheller,  Greorge  R. 
Hamant,  William  Walsh,  Rev.  James  P.  Tuite,  Eatherine  S. 
Mason,  W.  A.  Hoyt,  John  B.  Ludden  and  Joseph  J.  Spencer. 
The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Emma  S.  Ludden. 

Population,  1895,  4,635;  valuation,  $1,919,334;  volumes, 
1898,  5,557;  circulation,  19,011. 

NOBTHFIBLD. 

The  Northfield  Public  Library  dates  its  origin  from  1878,  when 
the  proprietors  of  the  Northfleld  Social  Library,  which  was  organ- 
ized Feb.  18,  1813,  gave  to  the  town  its  collection  of  books, 
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1,400  volumes,  on  condition  that  the  town  should  appropriate  not 
less  than  $100  each  year  for  new  books. 

One  year  ago  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  one  of 
Northfield's  successful  sons,  began  the  erection  of  a  library  build- 
ing, which  is  by  far  the  finest  and  most  expensive  public  building 
within  the  limits  of  the  town,  its  cost  being  over  $20,000.  It  is 
named  the  ^^  Dickinson  Memorial  Library."  It  is  located  on  the 
east  side  of  Main  Street,  and  is  but  a  few  feet  distant  from  the 
spot  where  stood  the  old  Dickinson  fort,  built  over  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago  as  a  protection  from  the  Indians,  and  named 
after  the  great-grandfather  of  the  donor  of  this  building.  The 
structure  is  Romanesque  in  style,  its  dimensions  being  sixty 
feet  front  by  forty  feet  deep,  of  two  stories,  attic  and  base- 
ment,  with  a  hip  roof.  The  foundation  is  of  granite  and  the 
superstructure  is  of  granite  with  lime-stone  trimmings.  A  portion 
of  the  front,  twenty-eight  feet  long,  projects  two  feet,  and  is  ter- 
minated by  a  pediment.  The  lower  part  of  the  projection  is  broken 
by  the  massive  entrance  arch ;  the  upper  part  is  occupied  by  a  group 
of  three  circular-headed  windows,  which  are  separated  by  double  col- 
umns. Entrance  to  the  building  beneath  the  arch,  which  is  eleven 
feet  wide,  is  through  a  small  porch,  which  opens  into  a  vestibnle 
four  feet  eight  inches  by  fourteen  feet,  which  is  lighted  by  windows 
each  side  of  the  entrance,  and  in  turn  lights  the  delivei'y  hall  be- 
yond. This  room  is  fourteen  by  sixteen  feet,  and  gives  access  to 
all  the  main  rooms.  On  the  left  is  the  reference  room,  twelve  by 
twenty  feet,  fronting  the  street ;  at  the  rear  of  this  is  the  stack 
room,  twenty  by  twenty-three  feet,  from  which  the  books  are  deliv- 
ered over  a  delivery  counter  to  applicants  in  the  delivery  hall.  On 
the  right  of  the  delivery  hall  is  the  reading-room,  twenty  by  twenty- 
four  feet,  which  communicates  at  the  rear  through  a  large  archway 
with  a  room  twelve  by  fourteen  feet.  This  room  contains  a  hand- 
some fireplace,  and  will  be  a  convenient  place  for  those  desiring 
greater  privacy  in  reading.  At  the  rear  of  the  hall  are  the  stairs 
leading  to  the  second  floor  and  to  the  basement.  These  are  sep- 
arated from  the  hall  by  ornamental  screen  work.  A  woman's 
toilet,  six  by  twelve  feet,  occupies  a  part  of  this  space.  On  the 
next  floor  is  a  hallway  ten  by  twenty  feet.  This  opens  into  the 
large  art  gallery,  which  is  twenty-six  by  thirty  feet,  and  with  carved 
ceiling  eighteen  feet  high,  divided  by  beam  work  into  panels,  three 
of  which  are  glass,  thus  giving  an  abundance  of  light.  On  either 
side  of  this  room  are  the  relic  and  photograph  rooms,  each  eight 
and  one-half  by  twenty-six  feet.  At  the  rear  on  the  left  is  a 
trustees'  room,  ten  by  fifteen  feet,  and  on  the  right  another  relic 
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room,  ten  by  foarteen  feet.  The  basement  contains  a  men's  toilet , 
boiler  room,  coat  rooms  and  rooms  for  storage.  The  grounds  are 
well  graded,  and  cut-granite  curbing  surrounds  the  lot.  The  arch- 
itect was  H.  M.  Francis,  the  construction  being  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Littlehale  of  Fitchburg.  The  building  has  been  furnished  by  the 
town,  at  an  expense  of  $2,000. 

It  is  proposed  to  establish  one  or  two  branches  or  delivery 
stations  for  the  distribution  of  books,  and  to  bring  the  library 
into  close  connection  with  the  public  schools.  The  library  and 
reading-room  will  be  open  to  the  public  three  afternoons  and 
evenings  each  week.  The  trustees  will  endeavor  by  all  possible 
means  to  increase  the  number  who  use  the  books.  The  affairs  of 
the  library  are  administered  by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  two  of 
whom  are  elected  at  the  annual  March  meeting  each  year  to  serve 
three  years.  The  following  is  a  list  of  trustees  at  present :  N.  P. 
Wood,  chairman ;  H.  W.  Rankin,  secretary ;  C.  H.  Green,  treas- 
urer; Rev.  Geo.  F.  Piper,  H.  W.  Montague  and  Mrs.  R.  K.  Cald- 
well. Mrs.  T.  J.  Stockbridge  is  librarian,  and  the  cost  of  admin- 
istration is  about  9600. 

Population,  1895,  1,851;  valuation,  $968,396 ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,265 ;  circulation,  4,046. 

NOBTH  BBADING. 

The  Flint  Library  of  North  Reading  was  founded  by  the  gift  of 
Mrs.  Charles  L.  Flint.  She  gave  $1,000  towards  the  purchase 
of  books,  and  $3,000  as  a  permanent  fund,  the  income  of  which 
is  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  library.  But  these  gifts  were 
supplemented  and  crowned  by  the  erection,  in  1875,  of  a  fine 
building,  known  as  Flint  Memorial  Hall,  as  a  memorial  of  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  who  died  in  the  civil  war,  and  as  a  permanent 
home  for  the  library.  It  cost  nearly  $20,000,  and  was  dedicated 
Oct.  21,  1875.  The  only  appropriation  made  by  the  town  is  the 
dog  tax,  which  is  used  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  librarian.  Books 
are  purchased  that  are  desired  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  and 
liberal  arrangements  are  made  for  the  use  of  the  library  by  teach- 
ers and  pupils.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1878,  and  another  in 
1886,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  printed  annually.  The  library 
is  open  Saturdays  from  3  to  5  and  from  6.30  to  8.30  p.m.  Sarah 
H.  Whitcomb  is  librarian,  and  the  cost  of  administration  is  $52 
per  annum.  The  management  is  vested  in  a  board  of  six  trustees. 
The  present  members  are :  George  K.  Parker,  George  B.  Parker, 
Joseph  D.  Gowing,  Dennis  Batchelder,  J.  Milton  Robinson  and 
Edward  A.  Carpenter.     The  first  three  are  life  members,  survivors 
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of  the  six  original  trustees  designated  by  Mrs.  Flint ;  the  others 
have  been  elected  by  the  town  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  death  in 
the  original  board. 

Population,  1895,  835;  valuation,  $534,374;  volumes,   1898, 
4,294 ;  circulation,  7,492. 

NOBTON. 

The  Norton  Public  Library  has  its  origin  with  the  Norton  Mag- 
azine Club,  which  was  formed  in  1879  to  secure  to  its  membere  and 
their  families  the  reading  of  the  principal  magazines,  reviews  and 
other  publications,  each  member  paying  annually  $2  to  meet  the 
cost,  and  membership  being  open  to  all  who  chose  to  join.  For 
several  years,  until  the  club  obtained  the  use  of  a  room  at  the 
town  hall,  the  publications  were  exchanged  and  distributed  at  the 
post  office,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Wetherell  generously  acting  as  librarian, 
with  gratuitous  service. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  club  Miss  Ann  E.  Carter,  one  of  the 
original  and  most  useful  members,  suggested  that  from  this  begin- 
ning should  come  in  time  a  free  public  library  for  the  town.  The 
suggestion  was  heaitily  approved  by  other  members,  and  from  that 
time  has  been  kept  in  mind,  receiving  a  new  impulse  from  a  gift 
and  request  of  Miss  Carter  only  a  few  days  before  her  death. 
The  first  important  step  to  this  end  was  the  opening  and  main- 
taining the  room  at  the  town  hall  as  a  public  reading-room,  free 
to  all,  which  action  was  taken  in  1883.  The  executive  ofiScei^s  of 
the  club  obtained  a  charter  for  the  Norton  Public  Library  April  7, 
1886,  printed  a  list  of  the  books,  and  opened  them  free  to  the 
public  July  1  of  the  same  year.  The  appreciation  of  the  public 
was  soon  shown  by  friends,  who  came  forward  with  cash  gifts  and 
gifts  of  books ;  the  well-selected  library  of  the  * '  Rhetorical  Library 
Association "  was  offered  as  a  contribution,  and  books  were  col- 
lected that  had  belonged  to  the  old  district  school  libraries,  the  first 
town  and  parish  libraries,  and  an  agricultural  and  a  physiological 
library  that  had  formerly  existed  in  the  town.  The  collection  of 
books  grew  so  rapidly  that  its  rooms  in  the  town  hall  became 
overcrowded. 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton,  who  had 
previously  expressed  a  hearty  interest  in  the  library,  and  given 
$100  for  the  purchase  of  books,  intimated  her  purpose  to  provide 
a  home  for  the  library.  She  secured  the  finest  site  for  the  purpose 
in  the  village,  and  erected  a  fine  building  of  brick  and  Longmeadow 
brown-stone,  resting  on  a  base  of  rose-tinted  Milford  granite.  It 
is  entered  through  an  open  porch  of  Romanesque  design,  under  a 
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stone  archway  supported  by  twin  columns  with  richly  cai*ved  cap- 
itals. The  library  room  is  twenty-four  by  thirty-four  feet,  and 
eighteen  feet  high,  neatly  frescoed  and  well  lighted ;  and  there  is 
a  pleasant  reading-room,  fifteen  by  twenty  feet,  a  librarian's  room, 
a  fire-proof  vault  and  other  conveniences.  The  building,  which 
cost  about  $17,000,  and  lot,  with  the  fixtures  and  furniture,  were 
given  by  Mrs.  Wheaton  to  the  town  of  Norton,  with  the  condition 
that  the  town  shall  always  be  represented  by  three  selectmen  on 
the  board  of  directora  of  the  Norton  Public  Library.  Mrs. 
Wheaton  supplemented  her  gift  of  the  building  by  a  donation  of 
$1,000  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  generous  contributions  were 
received  from  the  citizens  or  natives  and  former  residents  of  the 
town. 

The  needs  of  the  public  schools  are  carefully  considered  in  the 
purchase  of  books,  and  the  personal  efforts  of  the  librarian  are 
exerted  to  aid  the  pupils  in  the  choice  of  the  best  books.  The 
library  is  managed  by  the  Noi'ton  Public  Library  Corporation, 
which  chooses  a  board  of  twelve  trustees,  three  of  whom  are  elected 
annually ;  and  to  these  are  added,  in  accoi-dance  with  the  terms  of 
the  gift,  three  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town.  Branches  have  been 
established  in  Chartley,  Barrowsville  and  East  Norton,  and  this 
has  greatly  increased  the  circulation.  The  community  being  a 
scattered  one,  the  problem  of  distributing  reading  matter  has  been 
difficult.  The  plan  of  allowing  two  books  to  be  taken  out  on  one 
card,  provided  only  one  is  fiction,  it  is  hoped  will  interest  the 
readers  in  a  wider  range  of  literature.  During  the  past  few  months 
a  graduate  of  the  Library  School  has  been  at  work  classifying  and 
putting  the  librarian's  department  upon  an  up-to-date  basis,  with 
new  card  catalc^e  and  charging  system.  The  library  is  open 
Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings  from  7  to  9, 
and  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  from  2  to  5.  Miss 
Emily  A.  Titus  is  librarian,  and  there  are  two  assistants  and  a 
janitor.  The  officers  of  the  corporation  are :  William  £.  Payson, 
president ;  C.  C.  Valentine,  secretary ;  and  A.  H.  Sweet,  treasurer. 

Population,  1895,  1,614;  valuation,  $832,711;  volumes,  1898, 
4,491 ;  circulation,  6,887. 

NOBWBLIj. 

The  town  of  Norwell  has  no  free  public  library.  The  James 
Library  was  established  May  1,  1874,  by  a  donation  from  Josiah 
L.  James,  for  whom  it  is  named.  It  has  received  legacies  also 
from  Prudence  C.  Delano,  N.  C.  Nash  and  Clarissa  Cushing. 
The  library  is  wholly  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  First 
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Unitarian  parish,  and  is  supported  by  the  income  of  a  f  and  created 
by  the  bequests  above  named.  The  use  of  the  library  is  free  to 
all  members  of  the  First  Parish  and  to  the  pupils  of  the  high 
school.  Other  persons  can  secure  the  privilege  of  taking  books 
by  the  payment  of  92  yearly.  The  general  charge  of  the  library 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  parish  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Thompson,  Joseph  C.  Otis,  Joseph  F.  Merritt,  Mrs.  Helen  L. 
Fogg  and  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Power.  The  librarian  is  Joseph  F. 
Merritt. 

Population,  1895, 1,540;  valuation,  $1,103,898;  volumes,  1898, 
3,010;  circulation,  2,706. 

NORWOOD. 

Jan.  6,  1790,  twenty-two  persons  oi^anized  an  association  in 
the  South  Parish  of  Dedham,  substantially  identical  in  territoiy 
with  the  present  town  of  Norwood,  ''  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
a  Social  Circulating  Library."  This  organization  was  maintained 
for  ten  years,  until  January,  1800,  when  it  was  voted  to  sell  the 
library  at  auction,  and  share  the  proceeds  among  the  proprietors ; 
and  thereupon,  Jan.  22,  1800,  a  new  organization  was  formed  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  used  the  same  book  of  records,  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Norwood  Public  Library.  The  shares  in  the  for- 
mer  organization  were  12  shillings,  with  an  annual  assessment  of 
1  shilling  6  pence;  and  in  the  latter  the  shares  were  S2,  with  an 
annual  assessment  of  50  cents.  Jabez  Chickering,  pastor  of  the 
church  and  librarian  from  1790  until  about  the  time  of  his  death,  in 
1812,  by  his  will,  proved  April  7,  1812,  bequeathed  to  the  church 
$200,  the  interest  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  the  library, 
which  annually  receives  about  $8  interest  from  this  fund.  Until 
about  1851  it  was  customary  that  the  pastor  of  the  church  should 
be  chosen  librarian,  the  library  being  maintained  as  a  parish  insti- 
tution, and  known  as  the  South  Dedham  Parish  Library.  In  1865 
it  was  removed  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  church  to  a 
room  in  the  Village  Hall  building,  and  continued  in  that  locality 
till  1898.  It  was  maintained  as  a  circulating  library  until  the  in- 
corporation of  the  town  of  Norwood,  the  record  of  the  last  annual 
meeting  held  being  in  1871,  and  the  last  title  entered  upon  the 
list  of  books  in  the  same  record  being  number  1,322. 

The  town  of  Norwood  was  incorporated  in  1872,  and  at  its  first 
annual  town  meeting,  March  3,  1873,  under  an  article  in  the 
warrant  to  see  if  the  town  would  accept  from  the  shareholders  of 
the  South  Dedham  Library  their  rights  and  interests  in  ssdd  library, 
and  maintain  the  same  as  a  free  library,  a  committee  was  ap- 
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pointed,  with  instructions  to  confer  with  a  like  committee  of  the 
shareholders,  and  report  at  the  Apnl  meeting.  Accordingly,  at  a 
town  meeting  April  7,  1873,  it  appearing  that  the  shareholders  of 
the  Dedham  South  Parish  Library  Association  had  signed  an  in- 
strument relinquishing  and  presenting  their  right  and  interest  in 
said  association  to  the  town  of  Norwood,  on  condition  that  said 
town  should  establish  and  maintain  a  free  public  library  for  the 
benefit  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  the  committee  recommended 
that  the  town  accept  the  library  on  the  above  conditions;  and 
their  report  was  accepted  and  adopted,  money  was  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  the  library,  and  trustees  were  chosen  to  take 
charge  of  the  same. 

Feb.  1,  1898,  the  trustees  of  the  public  library  received  a  gift 
from  George  H.  Morrill  and  his  wife  Louisa  J.  Morrill  of  Nor- 
wood, as  a  memorial  to  their  daughter,  Sarah  Bond  Morrill,  de- 
ceased March  7,  1895,  aged  twenty- two,  of  a  lot  of  land  and 
building  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public  library, 
'^  to  be  known  as  the  Morrill  Memorial  Library,"  ^'  to  be  used  for 
literary  and  educational  purposes  only ; "  and  the  same  was 
formally  accepted  at  public  exercises  on  that  date,  under  authority 
of  votes  by  the  town  and  the  trustees,  passed  respectively  Jan.  20 
and  Jan.  21,  1898. 

This  edifice  is  situated  upon  rising  ground,  upon  a  lot  of  land 
in  a  central  location,  on  the  comer  of  Walpole  and  Beacon  streets, 
containing  23,932  square  feet.  The  building  is  of  granite,  about 
one  hundred  by  forty  feet,  with  a  roof  of  red  terra-cotta  tiles,  and 
is  substantially  cruciform,  with  short  transepts  and  four  gables, 
the  ridge  pole  of  the  major  axis  being  a  little  higher  than  that  of 
the  transverse  axis.  The  major  axis  is  parallel  to  Walpole  Street, 
and  the  principal  entrance  is  from  that  street  in  the  middle  of  the 
building,  approached  by  a  semi- circular  granite  platform,  orna- 
mented with  two  bronze  lamps.  The  end  of  the  building  to  the 
right  is  a  reading-room,  about  thirty  by  forty  feet,  and  the  opposite 
end  forms  the  stack-room,  about  foily  by  forty  feet  with  metallic 
shelving.  Opposite  the  entrance  is  a  small  room,  about  ten  by 
fifteen  feet,  for  the  use  of  the  trustees  and  the  librarian,  and 
between  this  and  the  reading-room  is  a  recess  used  as  a  catalogue 
room.  On  the  right  of  the  entrance  is  a  staircase,  separated  from 
the  rest  of  the  hall  by  an  openwork  screen,  and  leading  to  a  small 
hall,  about  forty  feet  square,  on  a  floor  above,  in  the  centre  of  the 
building,  intended  for  lectures  and  provided  with  a  platform  or 
stage  and  retiring  rooms  for  speakers.  Toilet  rooms,  a  fireproof 
vault,  a  librarian's  work  room,  closets  and  storage  room,  as  well 
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as  steam-heating  apparatus  with  the  usual  accessories,  are  to  be 
found  in  the  basement.  The  main  floor  and  the  hall  are  richly 
finished  and  furnished  in  mahogany,  the  mahogany  tables  in  the 
reading-room  and  in  the  stack  room  being  covered  with  plate 
glass,  and  the  floors  are  of  quartered  oak.  The  reading-room 
contains  oil  portraits  of  Mr.  Morrill  and  Miss  Morrill.  This 
munificent  gift  cost  between  $75,000  and  $100,000. 

The  last  catalogue,  printed  in  1886,  contained  about  4,000 
titles.  Supplements  were  issued  in  1889,  1890  and  1895.  With 
removal  to  the  new  building  a  card  catalogue  was  begun,  to  take 
the  place  of  the  printed  catalogues.  The  library  is  open  every 
day  in  the  week  from  1  to  6  p.m.  In  addition  to  the  interest  of 
the  Chickering  fund,  the  library  receives  as  income  the  d<^  tax 
(last  year  $340.80)  and  an  appropriation  from  the  town  (in  1898 
$2,500).     The  salary  of  the  librarian  is  $600. 

The  trustees  at  present  are :  J.  Steams  Gushing,  Dr.  Irving  S. 
Fogg  (chosen  in  1896),  Miss  Martha  B.  Parker,  Dr.  Lewis  H. 
Plimpton  (chosen  in  1897),  Mrs.  Maria  E.  Colburn,  secretary 
(chosen  in  1898).  The  librarian  is  Miss  Jennie  A.  Hewitt; 
assistant.  Miss  Harriet  E.  Davenport. 

Population,  1895,  4,574;  valuation,  $3,155,985;  volumes, 
1898,  7,175;  circulation,  16,582  bound  volumes  and  1,614 
magazines. 


The  early  settlers  of  Oakham  were  persons  who  understood  the 
value  of  a  good  education.  This  is  shown  by  their  liberal  appro- 
priations for  schools,  and,  very  early  in  the  history  of  the  town, 
by  the  establishment  of  the  Oakham  Social  Library,  which  was 
maintained  for  nearly  a  century  by  the  contributions  of  its  mem- 
bers. One  book,  once  belonging  to  this  library,  is  still  in  exist- 
ence, bearing  the  date  1794. 

The  Oakham  Free  Public  Library  was  established  by  a  vote  of 
the  town,  March  7,  1892,  accepting  the  library  legislation  of  1890, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  which  $100  worth  of  books 
were  received  from  the  State.  Beverly  friends  added  300  volumes, 
there  came  many  small  donations  from  other  individuals,  and  the 
small  collection  of  the  old  library  association  was  absorbed.  The 
books  are  kept  in  a  suitable  room  in  the  town  house,  and  are 
accessible  to  the  public  on  Fridays  from  3  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m. 
An  arrangement  with  the  village  of  Coldbrook  Springs  enables 
borrowers  there  to  receive  and  return  their  books  once  a  week  by 
a  special  messenger  of  the  library.     The  town's  appropriation  is 
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$75.  The  trayelling  libraries  of  the  Woman's  Education  Associa- 
tion have  been  received  and  much  enjoyed.  The  libraiy  is  steadily 
gaining  in  value  and  usefulness.  The  trustees  are :  Jesse  Allen, 
Miss  Minnie  L.  Woodis  and  Frank  E.  Davis.  The  librarian  is  Mrs. 
Jessie  Russell,  and  her  salary  is  $25. 

Population,  1895,  605;  valuation,  8334,308;  volumes,  1898, 
900;  circulation,  1,856. 

OBANQB. 

The  Orange  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  Dec.  14,  1859, 
with  286  volumes.  The  prime  mover  in  starting  it  was  Rufus  D. 
Chase,  at  whose  solicitation  Davis  Goddard,  a  wealthy  citizen, 
offered  $100  for  a  library,  provided  $200  additional  was  voted  by 
the  town.  This  offer  was  accepted,  and,  with  the  $300  thus  ob- 
tained, the  first  books  were  purchased.  In  1868  $1,000  was 
raised  by  subscription  for  the  library ;  two  years  previous  R.  E. 
Carpenter  bequeathed  to  it  $200 ;  and  there  have  been  other  small 
gifts  of  money  and  books.  But  the  library  has  been  supported 
principally  by  taxation,  and  is  wholly  free  to  all  the  citizens  of  the 
town.  For  many  years  the  annual  appropriation,  in  addition  to  the 
dog  tax,  was  small ;  but  $600  a  year  is  now  voted,  and  this  will  be 
increased  in  the  future.  The  library  has  no  other  sources  of  in- 
come, all  the  money  contributed  having  been  expended  for  books. 

There  is  no  building  for  the  use  of  this  librai7,  but  it  occupies 
a  room  in  the  town  house.  Mrs.  Pamelia  A.  Bntterfield  be- 
queathed $500  and  a  lot  for  a  public  library  building,  but  hampered 
with  such  restrictions  that  the  town  will  probably  derive  no  benefit 
therefrom. 

The  effort  is  made  to  render  the  library  especially  useful  in  con- 
nection with  the  public  schools,  by  finding  reference  books,  by 
purchasing  such  books  as  the  school  authorities  recommend,  and 
by  giving  to  teachers  the  privilege  of  drawing  more  books  and 
keeping  them  a  longer  time  than  is  allowed  to  general  readers. 
Efforts  in  this  direction  are  fully  appreciated  by  the  school  com- 
mittee and  instructors,  and  the  results  are  very  encouraging. 

As  the  library  is  not  incorporated,  it  was  managed  for  many 
yeara  by  a  library  committee  elected  at  the  annual  town  meeting. 
It  is  now  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  elected  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  1888.  Three  ladies  are  em- 
ployed to  care  for  the  library,  a  librarian  and  two  assistants.  The 
cost  of  administration  is  about  $375,  exclusive  of  fuel  and  lights, 
which  are  provided  by  the  town,  in  addition  to  the  annual  appro- 
priation and  use  of  room.      The  library  is  open  Tuesdays  and 
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Thiuradays  from  8.30  to  7.30  p.m.,  and  Saturdays  from  2  to  8  p.m. 
The  last  catalogue  was  printed  in  1895,  arranged  on  the  Dewey 
or  decimal  system.     Supplements  are  printed  annually. 

Previous  to  the  latter  part  of  1895  the  two  villages  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town  were  supplied  with  books  by  carriers  or  by  keeping 
a  number  of  volumes  at  North  Orange.  Mrs.  Asula  P.  Goddard, 
a  lady  of  means  living  at  North  Orange,  died  and  left  a  legacy  of 
S3,000,  to  be  expended  in  books  for  a  branch  library  at  that 
village.  This  gift  was  accepted  by  the  town,  and  in  October, 
1895,  the  branch  was  opened,  with  nearly  1,100  volumes,  at  a 
cost  of  a  little  over  $1,170.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  present 
board  of  trustees  to  use  the  interest  of  the  remaining  sum,  which 
is  now  $2,000,  in  the  purchase  of  books,  and  if  this  idea  is  con- 
tinued, a  perpetual  fund  is  established  for  books  for  that  branch. 
By  the  provisions  of  the  will  the  money  can  only  be  used  for 
books.  There  were  1,306  volumes  drawn  from  the  branch  last 
year,  and  the  total  cost  of  maintaining  it  was  $65.  Mrs.  Sara  £• 
Rich  is  the  librarian,  and  furnishes  rent,  heat  and  lights  free  of 
expense. 

The  trustees  are :  Warren  M.  King,  chairman ;  Dexter  L.  Gran- 
dall,  secretary;  Augustus  J.  Fisher,  treasurer;  Rev.  Leonard  A. 
Freeman,  Alonzo  W.  Martin  and  George  P.  Sherwin.  The  libra- 
rians are  Mrs.  W.  M.  Pomeroy  and  Mrs.  Sara  E.  Rich. 

Population,  1895,  5,361 ;  valuation,  $4,095,673 ;  volumes,  1898, 
7,100,  including  branch ;  circulotion^  21,832. 

ORLEANS. 

"The  Snow  Library"  of  Orleans  originated  through  the  liber- 
ality of  David  Snow  of  Boston,  a  native  of  Orleans,  who  bequeathed 
to  the  town  $5,000  for  a  public  library,  to  be  known  as  the  Snow 
Library,  upon  condition  that  the  town  provide  a  suitable  and 
permanent  building  for  its  use. 

Certain  persons,  natives  of  Orleans,  mostly  non-residents,  offered 
to  give  the  town  $1,000,  which  was  subsequently  increased  to  about 
$1,100,  for  a  library  building,  provided  the  town  would  appro- 
priate $2,000  for  the  same  purpose,  and  would  locate  the  proposed 
building  on  the  former  site  of  the  Orleans  Academy,  of  which  school 
they  onca  had  been  pupils.  The  town  accepted  the  offer,  and 
erected  the  present  building  in  1877.  It  is  built  of  stone  and  brick, 
and  consists  of  a  main  building,  with  a  basement,  a  vestibule  and 
a  wing.  The  library  room  is  twenty-five  by  twenty-seven  feet  in 
size,  is  frescoed,  well  lighted,  and  is  finished  to  the  roof,  which  is 
supported  by  trusses. 
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The  library  was  in  charge  of  the  school  committee  till  1889,  when 
the  town  elected  three  trustees,  in  compliance  with  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  passed  in  1888.  The  committee  expended  of  the  orig- 
inal fund  91,000  for  books,  and  the  remainder,  $4,000,  with  $500 
bequeathed  to  the  library  by  Jonathan  Young,  a  native  of  Orleans, 
was  loaned  to  the  town,  for  which  it  pays  at  present  four  per  cent, 
interest.  The  income  of  this  fund  and  the  amount  derived  from 
fines  are  used  for  the  purchase  and  repair  of  books,  the  printing 
of  catalogues  and  cards,  and  for  incidental  expenses.  The  cost 
for  tlie  care  of  grounds  and  repairs  of  building,  for  light  and  fuel 
and  the  salary  of  the  librarian,  are  paid  by  the  town,  upon  order 
of  the  trustees.  The  use  of  the  library  is  free  to  all,  and  residents 
over  twelve  years  of  age  are  allowed  to  take  home  one  book  at  a 
time,  which  may  be  kept  two  weeks,  and  upon  renewal  an  addi- 
tional two  weeks.  An  average  of  100  new  volumes  is  added 
yearly.  About  500  volumes  of  legal  and  public  documents,  be- 
longing to  the  town,  are  kept  in  the  wing  of  the  building,  and  are 
open  to  all  for  reference.  There  is  also  a  small  collection  of  plas- 
ter casts  and  pictures  for  ornamentation  of  the  room,  which  are 
the  gifts  of  private  parties.  In  July,  1898,  the  library  received 
$100  worth  of  books  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission, 
by  authority  of  the  Acts  of  1892. 

Public  school  teachers,  under  special  regulation  of  the  trustees, 
are  allowed  to  take  out  books  for  the  use  of  their  schools  during 
term  time.  The  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays 
from  1  to  5  and  6  to  8  p.m.  The  cost  of  administration,  in- 
cluding cost  of  recataloguing  and  a  card  catalogue,  in  1897,  was 
$285.  The  present  board  of  trustees  is  composed  of  David  L. 
Young,  chairman ;  Orville  W.  Crosby,  secretary ;  Hiram  Myers, 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,198;  valuation,  $703,466;  volumes,  1898, 
3,367;  circulation,  1897,  5,063. 

OTIS. 

The  free  library  of  Otis  was  opened  to  the  public  Oct.  30,  1891, 
the  town  having  accepted  the  terms  of  chapter  347  of  the  laws  of 
1890,  and  received  from  the  State  $100  worth  of  books.  Friends 
in  Beverly  and  Boston,  Miss  Phillips  and  Miss  Alice  G.  Chandler 
of  Lancaster,  also  made  donations  of  books.  The  town  appro- 
priates $15  per  annum  for  library  uses,  and  no  other  source  of 
income  exists.  The  library  is  kept  in  the  house  of  the  librarian, 
and  is  open  for  the  delivery  of  books  to  residents  of  the  town  at  all 
houra  on  week-days,  and  the  librarian's  services  are  gratuitous. 
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The  first  library  in  Palmer  was  the  Palmer  Social  Library,  which 
was  started  in  1815.  The  entrance  fees  and  the  annual  dues  were 
$1.  The  books  were  kept  in  the  town  hall.  The  library  soon  fell 
into  neglect  and  disuse,  and  the  books  were  sold  at  auction  in 
1825.  Two  school-district  libraries  were  established  about  1841, 
under  the  State  law.  These  libraries  circulated  for  some  nine  or 
ten  years,  until  the  books  were  worn  out  or  had  been  generally 
read ;  and,  as  no  new  books  were  added,  they  also  soon  dropped 
out  of  public  knowledge.  The  Quabaug  Library  Association, 
started  in  1861  by  the  sale  of  S5  shares,  accumulated  about 
150  volumes,  which  were  turned  over  to  the  Young  Men's  Library 
several  years  ago.  Another  association  library,  established  in 
1867,  was  well  patronized  for  about  five  years,  and  ceased  to  cir- 
culate in  1872.  A  private  circulating  library  was  started  in  1870, 
and  existed  until  1878,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  Young  Men's 
Library  Association,  and  formed  the  nucleus  of  their  library. 
The  Young  Men's  Library  Association  was  oi^anized  Dec.  2, 
1878,  under  the  general  laws  of  the  State,  and  the  sum  of  $715 
was  raised  by  subscription  for  the  purchase  of  books.  It  was 
opened  to  the  public  Feb.  8,  1879,  with  922  volumes,  free  to  all. 
It  has  since  been  supported  by  annual  appropriations  of  from  1500 
to  $1 ,000  from  the  town.  New  members  are  received  into  the 
association  by  a  two- thirds  vote,  and  the  payment  of  $10. 

A  brick  library  building,  which  cost  about  $25,000,  was  built 
by  the  town,  and  finished  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  1891.  It 
is  designed  for  a  public  library  and  soldiers'  memorial.  It  is 
sixty-four  feet  square,  and  contains  a  reading-room  twenty  feet 
square ;  a  boys'  reading-room  of  the  same  size ;  a  fire-proof  book 
room,  twenty-one  by  thirty-six  feet ;  and  a  reference  room,  twenty 
by  twenty- five  feet.  The  second  fioor  contains  a  memorial  hall, 
sixty-two  by  thirty-two  feet ;  and  a  stage,  twenty  by  twelve  feet. 
The  memorial  tablets  containing  the  names  of  the  soldier  dead  are 
anranged  on  either  side  of  the  vestibule  leading  to  the  hall. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  are :  Saml.  H.  Hellyar,  presi- 
dent; George  M.  Atkins,  vice-president;  L.  E.  Chandler,  treas- 
urer ;  Wm.  W.  Leach,  secretary.  The  library  directors  are :  Saml. 
H.  Hellyar,  Charles  B.  Fiske,  L.  H.  Gager,  0.  P.  Allen  and  the 
chairmen  of  the  selectmen  and  school  committee  of  Palmer,  ex- 
officiis.     Charles  B.  Fiske  is  librarian. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  March,  1898,  the  town  refused 
to  grant  the  usual  appropriation  to  the  association  library,  but 
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voted  to  establish  a  free  public  library,  electing  six  trustees  and 
appropriating  $1 ,000  for  its  maintenapce.  The  trustees  organized, 
and  opened  n^otiations  with  the  directors  of  the  Young  Men's 
Library  Association,  looking  to  amicable  adjustment  of  differences 
and  the  purchase  of  the  collection  of  books  for  the  town  library. 
Thus  far  the  association  has  declined  to  part  with  the  library,  or 
to  vacate  the  rooms  occupied  by  it.  At  a  late  town  meeting  the 
town  reconsidered  its  March  action,  so  far  as  to  give  to  the  asso- 
ciation the  usual  appropriation. 

Population,  1895,  6,858;  valuation,  $2,807,887;  volumes, 
1898,  5,100;  circulation,  16,120. 

PAXTON. 

The  impetus  which  led  to  the  foundation  of  the  Pazton  Free 
Public  Library  was  given  by  Hon.  Ledyard  Bill,  an  enterprising 
citizen  of  the  town,  who  offered  to  give  $100  for  the  purpose,  if 
the  town  would  take  the  proper  action  to  ensure  the  permanency 
of  the  institution.  The  opening  of  the  library  to  the  public  dates 
from  1877,  and  Mr.  Bill  has  been  a  generous  donor  since,  having 
given  about  100  volumes.  The  town  annually  votes  to  appropriate 
the  dog  tax  towards  the  support  of  the  library,  and  a  room  is 
furnished  for  it  in  the  town  hall  building.  Among  the  gifts  of 
especial  interest  is  a  set  of  Bancroft's  History  of  the  United  States, 
presented  by  the  author  at  the  formation  of  the  library.  In  June, 
1894,  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  under  provisions  of 
the  library  act  of  1892,  aided  the  library  by  $100  worth  of  books. 
A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1877,  and  one  has  been  pub- 
lished since.  The  library  is  open  Saturday  from  8  to  4  and  from 
7  to  8  p.  M.  The  trustees  chosen  by  the  town  are :  Charles  F. 
Flint,  Edward  P.  Keep,  Miss  Nettie  Williams,  John  P.  Moultpn, 
Charles  E.  Hosmer  and  Herbert  S.  Robinson.  Mr.  Robinson  is 
also  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  426;  valuation,  $281,865;  volumes,  1898, 
1,600;  circulation,  1,522. 

PBABODY. 

The  Peabody  Institute  Library  owes  its  existence  to  that  prince 
of  benefactors,  George  Peabody,  who  was  a  native  of  the  town. 
Mr.  Peabody's  first  gift  of  $20,000  was  made  in  1852,  and  the  fine 
library  building  of  brick  and  freestone  was  begun  in  1858,  and 
dedicated  Sept.  29,  1854.  The  original  structure  was  eighty- two 
by  fifty  feet,  with  library  and  committee  rooms  on  the  lower  floor 
and  lecture  hall  above.     It  cost  $15,000.     An  extensive  addition 
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was  made  to  the  building  in  1867-68,  including  an  enlargement  of 
the  library  room  by  an  extension  of  forty-six  feet  in  the  rear, 
the  erection  of  a  tower  on  the  western  side,  and  the  addition  of  a 
portico  to  the  front.  The  entire  cost  of  these  changes  was  about 
S45,000. 

The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  Oct.  18,  1854,  with  about 
1,500  volumes  on  its  shelves.  In  December  of  that  year  Mr. 
Peabody  gave  the  library  about  2,500  volumes,  which  had  been 
selected  by  Mr.  Henry  Stevens  ;  and  subsequent  additions  by  pur- 
chase and  gift,  including  250  volumes  received  from  the  Danvers 
Mechanics  Institute,  brought  the  whole  number  of  volumes  in 
1856  to  5,300.  Mr.  Peabody's  various  gifts  to  the  institute 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  over  $200,000.  In  accordance  with 
his  plan,  $20,000  was  set  apart  in  1870  for  a  reserve  fund,  the 
Interest  of  which  was  to  accumulate  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
any  unusual  necessity.  The  general  fund  on  Feb.  1,  1898, 
amounted  to  $117,800,  and  th6  reserve  fund  to  $39,800.  The 
board  of  trustees  was  incorporated  in  1881,  with  authority  to  hold 
property  to  the  amount  of  $600,000.  The  present  library  building 
has  an  estimated  capacity  of  about  60,000  volumes.  In  1866  Mrs. 
Eliza  Sutton  gave  to  the  town  $20,000  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
reference  library,  in  connection  with  the  institute,  to  be  known  as 
the  Eben  Dale  Sutton  Reference  Library,  in  memory  of  the  son  of 
the  donor.  The  room  in  the  enlarged  building  assigned  to  this 
library  was  richly  furnished  by  Mre.  Sutton,  at  a  cost  of  some 
$17,000,  and  it  now  contains  about  3,500  volumes  of  choice  and 
expensive  works  of  reference.  The  amount  of  the  fund,  the 
income  of  which  is  available  for  the  maintenance  of  this  collection, 
is  $35,000. 

Catalogues  were  printed  in  1872,  1878  and  1888,  and  finding 
lists  and  bulletins  cover  the  additions  since  the  last-named  date. 
A  card  catalogue  is  also  in  use.  The  library  is  open  on  week-days 
from  2  to  8  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  for  an  hour  later.  The 
reading-room  connected  with  the  library  is  open  on  week-days 
from  2  to  9  P.M.,  and  on  Sundays  from  2  to  6  p.m. 

The  trustees  manage  the  financial  affairs,  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  twelve  from  the  citizens  of  the  town  at  large,  who  select 
the  books  purchased  and  have  general  charge  of  running  tiie 
library  proper.  It  is  the  pui-pose  of  the  present  librarian  to 
encourage  the  use  and  extend  the  benefits  of  the  library,  and  to 
furnish  the  people  with  any  desired  information;  and  they  are 
encouraged  and  urged  to  consult  him  and  the  assistants  for  such 
aid  as  can  be  given  them,  and  as  to  the  best  books  which  the 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  291 

library  contains  on  any  given  subject.  Teachers  in  the  public 
schools  and  students  have  the  privilege  of  taking  out  four  books 
on  one  card  and  retaining  them  four  weeks  if  desired.  The  man- 
agement of  the  Peabody  Institute  is  vested  in  a  board  of  twelve 
trustees,  two  of  whom  are  chosen  annually  by  the  town.  The 
present  members  are:  William  P.  Clark,  president;  Arthur  F. 
Poole,  Benjamin  F.  Southwick,  Levi  Preston,  Josiah  B.  Thomas, 
W.  F.  Munroe,  George  S.  Curtis,  Horace  Bushby,  Frank  W. 
Stanley,  William  F.  Sawyer,  Charles  L.  Osborn  and  Lyman  P. 
Osborn.  The  present  librarian  is  Lyman  P.  Osborn,  who  was 
elected  April  4,  1898,  and  he  is  assisted  by  five  pupils  of  the  high 
school.  The  Eben  Dale  Sutton  Reference  Library  is  cared  for  by 
a  separate  librarian,  Miss  Augusta  F.  Daniels. 

Population,    1895,    10,507;    valuation,  $8,039,864;    volumes, 
1898,  34,287  ;  circulation,  34,777. 

PELHAM. 

Aug.  22,  1891,  the  Free  Library  of  Pelham  was  opened  to  the 
public,  most  of  the  volumes  upon  its  shelves  being  the  gift  of  the 
State,  and  selected  by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  under 
authority  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890.  The  annual 
allowance  from  the  town  treasury  for  the  support  of  the  library 
has  been  $35,  and  a  room  in  the  town  hall  building  has  been  given 
for  its  accommodation,  and  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  on 
Saturdays  from  2  to  4  p.m.  Free  delivery  stations  have  been 
established  at  West  Pelham  and  Pelham  City.  Among  generous 
donors  of  books  have  been  Miss  Martha  Eastman  and  Professor 
Goodell  of  Amherst.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  $13. 
A  catalogue  has  recently  been  printed,  and  there  is  a  card  cata- 
logue. The  control  of  the  library  is  in  the  hands  of  three  trustees, 
elected  by  the  town,  the  present  board  consisting  of  Miss  Alice 
S.  Baker,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Keith  and  Miss  M.  Louise  Brewer.  Miss 
Baker  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  486;  valuation,  $176,209 ;  volumes,  1898, 
581 ;  circulation,  325. 

pbmbboe:b!. 

The  Pembroke  Free  Library  was  established  by  an  association 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town  in  1878.  It  is  free  to  all  in- 
habitants of  Pembroke,  and  the  town  annually  appropriates  one- 
half  of  the  dog  tax,  about  $112,  for  its  support.  A  room  for  its 
use  is  hired  by  the  association.  It  is  open  on  Saturday  from  2.30 
to  8  P.M.     The  management  is  in   the   hands  of   two  trustees, 
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chosen  by  the  town^  and  an  executive  committee  of  three,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Library  Association.  The  annual  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $40.  The  trustees  on  the  part  of  the  town  are :  Edwin 
P.  Litchfield  and  John  M.  Monroe ;  the  conunittee  of  the  associa- 
tion are :  Francis  T.  Crafts,  Miss  M.  A.  Oldham  and  Miss  Ellen 
F.  Cox.     The  last-named  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,223;  valuation,  $649,500;  volumes,  1898, 
2,000;  circulation,  1,800. 

PBPPBSBBI.I.. 

The  Public  Library  of  Pepperell  was  established  in  1877  by  vote 
of  the  town,  and  it  has  been  wholly  suppoiiied  by  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  the  refunded  dog  tax  for  its  use,  about  $350.  It 
occupies  a  room  in  the  town  hall  building.  About  one-seventh  of 
the  volumes  upon  its  shelves  were  received  from  the  Washington 
Fraternity  Library  and  the  Pepperell  Library  Associations.  Cata- 
logues were  printed  in  1878  and  1893,  and  finding  lists  are  issued 
occasionally.  The  library  is  open  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from 
6.30  to  9  P.M.,  and  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  6.30  to  9  p.m. 
Books  are  delivered  to  borrowers  at  East  Pepperell  once  each 
week.     The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  $100. 

The  late  Charles  F.  Lawrence,  a  wealthy  banker  of  New  York 
City  and  a  native  of  Pepperell,  has  bequeathed  to  the  town 
$100,000,  ^'to  found  and  maintain  a  free  public  library,  which 
shall  include  an  art  gallery,  in  said  town,  to  be  known  as  the 
^  Lawrence  Library '."  Of  this  sum,  $50,000  is  set  apart  for  the 
purchase  of  a  lot  and  the  erection  of  a  brick  and  iron  fire- proof 
building ;  $25,000  is  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  fui-niture  and 
books ;  and  $25,000  is  reserved  for  the  maintenance  and  care  of 
the  library  and  art  gallery.  Mr.  Lawrence  also  bequeathed  all  his 
books  and  works  of  art  to  the  town,  to  be  preserved  in  the  Law- 
rence Librai-y.  The  town  has  accepted  the  bequest,  and  the 
executors  of  the  will  have  bought  the  lot. 

The  management  of  the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of  directors, 
five  in  number,  one  being  chosen  each  year  by  the  town.  The 
present  directors  are :  Dr.  Saml.  W.  Fletcher,  Dr.  Wm.  F.  Heald, 
N.  S.  Shattuck,  C.  T.  Dole  and  Amos  J.  Saunders.  Mrs.  M.  F. 
Shattuck  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  3,321;  valuation,  $2,061,145;  volumes, 
1898,  7,810;  circulation,  10,000,  estimated. 
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FBBU. 

The  Free  Public  Library  in  Peru  was  opened  to  the  public  May 
26,  1891,  having  as  its  nucleus  $100  worth  of  books  presented  by 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  under  the  authority  of  chap- 
ter 847  of  the  Acts  of  1890.  The  library  was  kept  in  the  meeting- 
house. This  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1894,  and  the  books  were 
mostly  burned.  A  special  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
1896,  authorizing  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  to  replace 
the  library,  and  a  second  81 00  worth  of  selected  volumes  was  sent 
to  Peru  in  November  of  that  year.  The  annual  appropriation  by 
the  town  for  the  needs  of  the  library  is  only  $15,  and  there  has 
been  no  other  source  of  income.  The  books  are  kept  in  the  town 
house,  and  are  accessible  on  Sundays  before  and  after  service. 
The  catalogue  is  a  manuscript  list  only.  The  trustees  are :  Frank 
G.  Creamer,  Charles  M.  Hathaway  and  A.  N.  Mason.  The  libra- 
rian is  Arthur  Pike. 

Population,  1895,  305;  valuation,  116,155;  volumes,  1898, 
445;  circulation,  1,525. 

PBTBBSHAM. 

It  is  probable  that  the  spirit  of  local  improvement,  stimulated 
by  the  Petersham  Village  Improvement  Society,  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  the  public  library,  in  addition  to  its 
many  other  good  works ;  but  Mr.  Francis  A.  Brooks  of  Boston,  a 
native,  made  the  first  contribution  of  $500  for  the  purpose,  the 
sum  of  $205  was  contributed  by  other  individuals,  and  the  town 
voted  $350  to  make  the  fund  of  $1,000  with  which  the  library 
was  begun  in  1879.  Since  that  time  frequent  donations  of  books 
have  been  made,  and  it  is  estimated  that,  of  the  5,500  volumes 
which  the  library  contains,  over  one-half  have  been  added  by  gift. 
Among  the  leading  donors,  in  addition  to  Mr.  Brooks,  have  been 
Francis  H.  Lee  of  Salem,  James  J.  Storrow  and  Prof.  William  P. 
Atkinson  of  Boston.  The  annual  appropriation  of  the  town  for 
the  purposes  of  the  library  is  $230.  In  September,  1886,  a  move- 
ment was  commenced,  by  means  of  fairs  and  other  entertainments, 
to  raise  funds  for  a  library  and  memorial  building ;  a  small  appro- 
priation was  made  by  the  town  for  the  purpose  in  1887,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Francis  H.  Lee  of  Salem  interested 
himself  in  securing  additional  funds  for  the  purpose;  and,  with 
the  co-pperation  of  the  Hon.  John  G.  Mudge,  James  W.  Brooks, 
Misses  Elizabeth  H.  and  Charlotte  L.  Flint  and  others,  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  $5,000  was  raised.     The  town  made  an  appropria- 
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tion  of  $2,000  in  1888,  and  the  building  was  completed  in  1890, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $14,000,  besides  the  lot,  which  was  given  by 
James  W.  Brooks,  about  six-sevenths  of  the  entire  amoant 
having  been  raised  by  contributions  from  natives  of  the  town  and 
summer  visitors.  It  is  built  of  field  stone  and  cement,  and  is  a 
handsome  and  striking  building.  It  furnishes  library  accommoda- 
tions for  about  10,000  volumes. 

The  library  is  controlled  by  a  corporation  established  by  chapter 
66  of  the  Acts  of  1891,  under  the  name  of  Petei-sham  Memorial 
Library.  It  consists  "of  at  least  twenty-five  and  not  more  than 
fifty  members,"  and  may  hold  property  to  the  amount  of  $50,000. 
The  management  is  in  a  board  of  twelve  trustees,  three  of  whom 
are  elected  by  the  town  and  nine  by  the  corporation,  the  term  of 
office  being  three  years.  A  standing  committee  of  five  has  imme- 
diate charge  of  the  building  and  library. 

During  the  summer  months  the  reading-room  is  open  every  day 
and  evening ;  at  other  times  the  library  is  open  Wednesdays  from 
3  to  5,  and  Saturdays  from  3  to  5  and  6.30  to  8  p.m.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  about  $50  per  annum.  No  special  effort  is  made 
to  extend  the  usefulness  of  the  library,  except  in  response  to  the 
demands  of  readers.  The  president  of  the  corporation  is  James 
W.  Brooks.     Mrs.  Marietta  Goddard  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  952;  valuation,  $655,076;  volumes,  1898, 
8,150;  circulation,  1897,  6,050. 

PHILLIPSTON. 

The  Phillips  Free  Public  Library  of  Phillipston  was  founded  in 
1860,  through  the  liberality  of  Jonathan  Phillips  of  Boston,  who 
bequeathed  $5,000  for  that  purpose.  The  town  makes  no  appro- 
priation for  it,  and  the  sole  income  is  about  $200  annually  from 
the  funds,  which  is  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books.  It  was 
kept  in  a  private  house  until  1891,  when  it  was  provided  with 
suitable  accommodations  in  the  town  house  erected  during  that 
year.  A  catalogue  of  the  books  was  printed  in  1892,  and  annual 
supplements  have  been  issued  since.  A  recent  addition  is  a  read- 
ing table,  supplied  with  the  leading  periodicals,  including  the 
*' North  American  Review,"  "Forum,"  "Review  of  Reviews,'' 
*'  Youth's  Companion,"  "  Ladies'  Home  Journal,"  etc.  A  series 
of  books  upon  natural  history  has  been  bought  for  the  benefit  of 
the  schools,  and  the  library  privileges  seem  to  be  highly  appre- 
ciated by  teachers  and  pupils.  The  library  is  open  on  Satur- 
days from  1.30  to  8  P.M.  Its  management  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
town's  selectmen,  D.  Webster  Baker,  Walter  White  and  James 
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H.  Hatchings.     Mrs.   Tina  H.  Chaffln  has  been  the  librarian 
since  1870. 

Population,  1895,  460;  valuation,  $311,747;  volumes,  1898, 
5,142;  circulation,  estimcUed^  5,000. 

PITTSFIBIiD. 

In  1871  the  trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum  were  incor- 
porated ^'for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  in  the 
town  of  Pittsfield  an  institution  to  aid  in  promoting  education, 
culture  and  refinement,  and  diffusing  knowledge  by  means  of  a 
library,  reading-room,  lectures,  museums  and  cabinets  of  art,  and 
of  historical  and  natural  curiosities."  From  the  date  of  its  organ- 
ization the  Athenseum  has  been  steadily  growing  along  the  lines 
indicated  in  its  charter,  until  to-day  it  may  fairly  claim  to  be  the 
literary,  historical  and  artistic  centre  of  the  county. 

The  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Berkshire  Historical  and  Scientific 
Society  are  held  here,  and  a  museum  of  local  antiquities  is  crowded 
with  interesting  and  Valuable  mementos  of  the  past.  Here  are 
household  implements  and  furniture,  illustrative  of  New  England 
life  in  the  previous  century;  arms  and  military  insignia  of  the 
Revolutionary  times ;  Indian  relics ;  uniforms,  arms  and  currency 
used  during  the  civil  war ;  and  many  documents  bearing  on  topics 
of  local  history.  Among  the  more  interesting  objects  of  modem 
date  is  the  desk  upon  which  Hawthorne  wrote  during  his  stay  in 
Lenox.  In  the  museum  of  the  Athenseum  there  are  also  valuable 
collections  in  the  various  departments  of  natural  history,  including 
local  minerals  and  rocks. 

The  art  gallery  occupies  the  main  room  on  the  second  floor,  and 
contains  a  series  of  excellent  casts  which  represent  the  finest  sculpt- 
ure of  Greece  and  Rome,  and  a  marble  statue  of  Rebecca,  by  Ben- 
zoni,  presented  by  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Clapp  in  1884;  while  upon  the 
walls  there  are  paintings  and  photographs  which,  though  as  yet 
limited  in  number,  are  of  a  high  degree  of  merit,  one  of  the  most 
important  being  a  fine  copy  of  Raphael's  Sistine  Madonna,  by 
Bardi.  The  museum  and  aii;  gallery  attract  large  numbers  of  vis- 
itors, and  young  aitists  are  not  infrequently  seen  copying  the 
ancient  models. 

On  the  ground  floor,  besides  a  spacious  room  in  which  the  meet- 
ings of  the  board  of  trustees  are  held,  there  is  a  reading-room,  a 
reference  library  and  the  circulating  library,  oflSces  and  lava- 
tories. In  the  reading-room  are  the  magazines,  and  the  leading 
literary  and  scientific  periodicals  of  this  country  and  England. 
The  reference  room   contains   a  large   number  of  well-selected 
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YOlames,  among  which,  besides  the  standard  cydopsedias,  dic- 
tionaries, gazetteers  and  atlases,  may  be  particularly  noted 
the  superb  work  of  Luigi  Canina  upon  the  edifices  of  ancient 
Borne.  This  work,  in  six  elephant  folio  volumes,  is  printed  on 
hand-made  paper,  contains  a  multitude  of  fine  engravings,  and 
is  invaluable  to  the  student  of  ai*chitecture  or  Roman  history.  It 
is  valued  at  $500,  and  is  the  gift  of  Franklin  E.  Taylor  of  New 
York.  By  its  side,  and  no  unworthy  companion,  is  ^^Picturesque 
Australasia,"  presented  to  the  Athenseum  by  Z.  C.  Renne,  Esq., 
of  Sydney,  Australia.  The  library  contains  complete  sets  of 
nearly  all  the  leading  magazines,  '^Harper's  Monthly,"  ** Atlan- 
tic," "Littell's  Living  Age,"  "  Scribner,"  "Century,''  etc.,  to 
which  "Poole's  Index "  furnishes  a  ready  key.  This*  reference 
room  is  constantly  visited  by  students  who  make  it  their  laboratory. 
Pupils  of  the  public  schools  are  encouraged  to  make  use  of  its 
shelves,  in  order  to  broaden  their  conceptions  of  language,  litera- 
ture and  science ;  and  the  librarian  and  his  assistants  aim  to  make 
it,  and  indeed  every  department  of  the  Athenaeum,  a  true  seminary 
of  learning,  rather  than  a  confused  store-house  of  paper  and  print. 

One  large  room  on  the  second  floor  is  used  as  a  lecture  room. 
In  this  are  held  the  meetings  of  the  Historical  Society  already 
noted ;  and  the  meetings  of  the  Wednesday  Morning  Club,  which, 
under  the  care  of  Miss  Anna  L.  Dawes,  daughter  of  Senator  H. 
L.  Dawes,  is  ?ndely  known  as  one  of  the  most  successful  literary 
societies  organized  by  the  women  of  America.  The  walls  of  this 
room  are  hidden  by  large  cases  containing  nearly  3,000  volumes 
of  United  States  public  documents  obtained  mainly  through  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Dawes ;  a  complete  set  of  the  **-  American  Ar- 
chives," presented  by  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Allen;  and  several 
hundred  volumes  from  the  library  of  the  late  Hon.  Julius  Rock- 
well, recently  presented  by  his  son,  Robert  C.  Rockwell,  —  con- 
stituting one  of  the  most  complete  collections  of  government 
publications  in  Massachusetts. 

The  newspaper  department  of  the  Athenaeum  is  peculiarly  rich. 
There  are  here  files  of  the  "  New  York  Tribune  "  and  **  Harper's 
Weekly,"  presented  by  George  P.  Briggs,  Esq.,  and  covering  many 
years  of  the  nation's  history;  a  nearly  complete  file  of  the  ^'  Pitts- 
field  Sun,"  fi-om  1800  to  1872,  given  by  Phinehas  Allen,  and  since 
his  death  continued  to  date ;  files  of  other  county  papers,  exten- 
sive, though  less  complete ;  a  file  of  the  <'  Boston  Daily  Advertiser," 
covering  more  than  eighty  years,  and  secured  mainly  through  the 
influence  of  Hon.  James  M.  Barker;  and  more  than  a  hundred 
bound  volumes  of  miscellaneous  newspapers,  whose  dates  range 
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from  the  present  time  back  into  the  previous  century.  In  this  con- 
nection must  be  mentioned  a  collection  of  nearly  8,000  valuable 
pamphlets,  many  of  them  unique,  provided  with  tables  of  contents, 
and  catalogued,  so  as  to  be  immediately  accessible.  Very  few  other 
libraries  can  show  the  student  so  readily  what  he  may  expect  to 
find  amid  the  innumerable  pages  of  pamphlet  literature  with 
which  their  shelves,  or  their  attics,  are  too  frequently  merely  en- 
cumbered. 

One  department  of  the  library  is  devoted  to  Massachusetts  his- 
tories ;  and  besides  several  hundred  volumes  of  State  documents, 
including  the  rare  reports  of  the  Adjutant-Generals,  it  has  made  a 
good  beginning  in  the  purchase  of  town  and  county  histories.  It 
has  also  a  complete  set  of  the  ^<New  England  Genealogical  Regis- 
ter," a  nearly  complete  set  of  the  proceedings  and  collections  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  full  sets  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  records  of  Massachu- 
setts, Plymouth  Colony  records  and  Boston  town  records.  , 

The  system  of  classification  and  the  methods  of  cataloguing 
and  delivery  are  substantially  those  of  Dewey  and  Cutter. 

The  library  is  free  to  all  residents  of  Pittsfield,  although  cards 
for  drawing  books  are  not  issued  to  children  under  fifteen  years  of 
age,  unless  they  are  vouched  for  by  their  parents  or  guardians. 
Those  who  draw  books  usually  make  their  selections  from  the 
printed  catalogue  or  from  the  card  catalogue,  which  has  recently 
been  begun ;  but  access  is  frequently  granted  to  the  shelves ;  and 
this  favor  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  students,  because,  as  the  books 
are  grouped  carefully  together  under  a  well-studied  system  of  clas- 
sification, selections  and  references  can  often  be  more  easily, 
quickly  and  intelligently  made  in  the  alcoves  than  at  the  desk.  No 
confusion  or  loss  has  resulted  from  this  plan. 

The  germ  of  the  Berkshire  Athenseum  is  found  in  the  Pittsfield 
Library  Association  of  1850.  This  institution  after  a  few  years 
showed  signs  of  weakness,  but  was  strengthened  by  a  gift  of  $500 
from  James  M.  Beebe  of  Boston.  At  a  later  date  important  con- 
tributions to  its  funds  were  made  by  Hon.  Thomas  F.  Plunkett  of 
Pittsfield,  a  far-seeing  and  philanthropic  gentleman,  who  consid- 
ered the  interests  of  the  public  library  inseparable  from  those  of 
the  town.  It  was  almost  wholly  owing  to  his  continued  support 
that  the  library  maintained  its  existence  and  grew  in  value,  until 
in  1872  it  furnished  more  than  4,000  volumes,  which  constituted 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  Athenseum  Library.  The  Pittsfield 
Library  Association  was  a  private  corporation  with  a  charge  of  $5 
a  share,  subject  to  an  annual  tax  of  $1.     Non-shareholders   ob- 
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tained  the  use  of  the  library  by  paying  $2  a  year.  Many  of  the 
friends  of  the  library  long  hoped  for  a  more  permanent  establish- 
ment, and  desired  to  make  it  free.  Among  the  foremost  of  these 
were  Hon.  Thomas  Allen,  then  president  of  the  institution,  Hon. 
Thomas  F.  Plunkett  and  Calvin  Martin,  Esq. ;  and,  to  farther 
their  design,  these  gentlemen  contributed,  Mr.  Martin  $5,000  and 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Plunkett  $1,900  each,  toward  the  purchase  of 
the  old  agricultural  bank  building.  In  1870  Mr.  Allen  fitted  up 
this  building,  at  a  cost  of  $900,  and  the  library  was  removed  to  it, 
and  its  name  changed  to  the  Berkshire  Athenaeum. 

In  anticipation  of  this  action,  the  Legislature  had,  in  1869,  au- 
thorized the  trustees  of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College  to  sell  its  real 
estate,  and  divide  the  income  from  the  proceeds  annually  between 
the  Athenaeum  and  the  Young  Men's  Association,  until  the  broader 
institution  should  be  organized.  Four  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars was  paid  over  under  this  law ;  and  the  Athenaeum  received 
al^o  the  library,  cabinets  and  other  personal  property  of  the  Med- 
ical College.  In  1872  Phinehas  Allen,  proprietor  of  the  ^^Pitte- 
field  Sun,"  died  childless,  leaving  an  estate  valued  at  more  than 
$70,000,  and  making  the  Athenaeum  his  residuary  legatee,  after 
the  payment  of  certain  legacies  and  annuities.  In  December,  1873, 
Hon.  Thomas  Allen  offered  to  erect  a  building  costing  not  more  than 
$50,000,  provided  a  fund  sufficient  to  insure  its  permanent  sup- 
port was  secured,  and  the  site  freed  from  mortgage  and  suitably 
enlarged.  These  conditions  were  met  at  a  cost  of  $24,000,  which 
was  paid  by  the  town ;  and  the  lot  of  the  Athenaeum  acquired  a 
frontage  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  feet  with  a  depth  of  ninety- 
one  feet  six  inches.  The  town  also  contracted  to  pay  the  Athe- 
naeum $2,000  a  year,  on  condition  that  Mr.  Allen  should  erect  the 
proposed  building,  and  that  the  Athenaeum  maintain  a  library  free 
to  all  inhabitants  of  Pittsfield.  The  library  had  already  been  made 
free,  and  the  new  building,  of  native  blue  limestone  and  polished 
granite,  was  completed  in  1874.  Subsequently,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C. 
Clapp  gave  $5,000  to  the  library,  and  Bradford  Allen  bequeathed 
an  equal  sum  to  the  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  Athenaeum. 
In  1894  about  1,300  volumes,  selected  from  the  library  of  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes,  were  given  to  the  Athenaeum  by  his  son.  Judge 
O.  W.  Holmes.  The  property  of  the  Athenaeum  may  now  be  es- 
timated at  $200,000.  Its  walls  are  adorned  by  many  engravings, 
photographs  and  paintings,  notably  portraits  of  its  benefactors, 
Phinehas  Allen  and  Calvin  Martin,  and  of  Grovemor  Briggs,  Gen. 
William  Francis  Bartlett,  Rev.  John  Todd  and  Hon.  William  R. 
Plunkett.    There  are  also  several  excellent  busts  in  marble,  among 
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which  must  be  noted  that  of  Hon.  ThomaA  Allen  and  Hon.  Thomas 
F.  Plankett,  whose  invaluable  services  to  the  Athenseum  have  been 
mentioned;  Gen.  William  Francis  Bartlett,  Prof.  Louis  Agassiz 
and  William  CuUen  Bryant,  and  a  marble  medallion  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

The  addition  to  the  main  building  of  the  Athenaeum,  erected 
during  1898,  marks  a  great  step  in  advance  in  the  development  of 
its  public  library,  and  ample  provision  has  been  made  for  its  future 
growth.  The  ground  area  of  the  addition  is  eighty-five  by  fifty 
feet,  making  the  floor  space  of  the  lower  story  eighty-five  by  ninety- 
five  feet.  The  large  book  room  has  twenty-eight  iron  stacks  or 
book-cases,  capable  of  holding  34,000  volumes,  which  may  be  du- 
plicated by  another  series  of  cases  placed  above  them,  with  glass 
floors,  and  the  capacity  of  the  stacks  doubled.  The  old  reference 
room,  now  used  for  bound  periodicals,  the  old  book  room,  now 
used  for  the  reference  room,  and  the  alcoves  on  the  sides  of  the 
main  book  room,  when  furnished  with  similar  iron  stacks,  will 
hold  at  least  22,000  more  books,  thus  giving  to  the  library  the 
total  capacity  of  about  100,000  volumes,  without  taking  into  this 
estimate  the  room  in  the  second  story,  in  which  are  now  placed 
most  of  the  public  documents  published  by  the  United  States. 
There  is  also  a  room  in  the  basement  for  bound  volumes  of  news- 
papers, and  three  other  rooms  for  the  storing  of  duplicate  books 
and  for  other  uses.  For  the  general  convenience  of  administration 
and  for  the  advantages  of  abundant  light  and  ventilation  it  is  sur- 
passed by  no  library  in  Massachusetts. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1898,  the  Athenaeum  issued  the. first 
number  of  its  quarterly  bulletin,  which  compares  favorably  with 
those  published  elsewhere.  The  Athenseum  book-mark  contains 
hints  on  the  care  of  books  and  on  the  value  and  best  methods  of 
reading.  The  Athenaeum  does  much  for  the  pupils  of  the  public 
schools.  The  teachers  are  invited  to  advise  the  librarian  some 
days  in  advance  of  topics  soon  to  be  reached  in  school  work  upon 
which  library  assistance  will  be  needed.  Then  all  books  properly 
bearing  on  these  topics  are  selected  fi*om  the  library  and  held  in 
readiness  for  the  pupils,  or  distributed  to  the  teachers  by  special 
cards.  Pupils  who  visit  the  library  are  regularly  assisted  in  their 
search  for  information.  Questions  of  all  reasonable  sorts  are 
specifically  invited,  and  blank  slips  are  provided  upon  which  they 
may  be  written.  These  questions  are  then  answered  as  fully  and 
speedily  as  possible. 

It  has  not  been  deemed  wise  to  admit  the  public  to  the  stack 
room,  except  upon  special  request,  but  a  system  of  rotating  the 
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library  books  before  the  delivery  counter  has  been  devised,  which 
serves  the  same  purpose  without  embarrassment.  Sections  of 
each  department  of  the  library,  aggregating  perhaps  1,000  vol- 
umes at  a  time,  are  arranged  in  the  delivery  room,  and  allowed  to 
remain  there  for  one  week.  These  are  then  removed  to  their 
places  in  the  stack,  and  the  next  series  of  books  in  order  is  sub- 
stituted, and  so  on  consecutively,  until  the  entire  library  has  thus 
been  rotated  under  the  eyes  of  the  public.  Absolutely  free  access 
is  given  to  all  books  in  the  delivery  room.  It  takes  perhaps  four 
months  to  rotate  the  entire  library,  and  many  useful  and  little- 
known  books  are  thus  brought  into  prominent  notice. 

Berkshire  Athenseum  is  open  daily  (Sunday  excepted)  from  9 
A.M.  to  8  P.M. ;  Saturdays  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  The  present 
trustees  are:  Hon.  William  R.  Plunkett,  president;  William 
Russell  Allen,  vice-president ;  Hon.  Henry  L.  Dawes,  Hon.  James 
M.  Barker,  Morris  Schaff,  William  M.  Mercer,  Henry  W.  Taft, 
Walter  Cutting,  Walter  F.  Hawkins,  William  B.  Rice,  Charles 
W.  Kellogg,  Henry  Colt  and  Wm.  W.  Whiting.  For  sixteen 
years  the  duties  of  librarian  and  curator  were  faithfully  per- 
formed by  Edgar  G.  Hubbel.  He  was  succeeded  in  1888  by  the 
present  librarian,  Harlan  H.  Ballard,  who  is  assisted  by  Sarah  C. 
Nelson,  cataloguer,  Annie  F.  Crossman,  Lawrence  Hemming  and 
George  Tolman,* 

Population,  1895,  20,461;  valuation,  $13,829,415;  volumes, 
1898,  31,727;  circulation,  1897,  61,320. 

PliAINFIBLD. 

The  Free  Public  Library  in  Plainfield  was  opened  June  13, 
1891,  having  as  a  foundation  $100  worth  of  books  received  from 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  under  authority  of  chapter 
347  of  the  Acts  of  1890.  The  annual  appropriation  for  its  sup- 
port by  the  town  is  $28.  At  first  the  books  occupied  a  room  in 
the  parsonage,  but  they  have  recently  (1898)  been  displayed  in  a 
room  of  a  building  used  as  a  store,  which  has  been  fitted  up  con- 
veniently for  the  purpose.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays  from 
2  to  8  P.M. 

Among  gifts  to  the  free  library  have  been  15  volumes  from 
Charles  Dudley  Warner  and  30  volumes  from  Mrs.  Martha  J. 
Lamb,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Plainfield ;  William  Holmes 
Hallock  has  given  57  volumes;  friends  in  Beverly,  30;  Levi 
Clark,  14 ;  Charles  Hallock,  14 ;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Woodhall, 

*  This  sketch  was  furnished  by  the  librarian. 
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12,  and  the  town  of  Ashfield,  25.     A  catalogue  was  printed  in 

1897.  The  annaal  cost  of  administration  is  $8.  The  management 
is  by  three  trustees,  elected  in  the  usual  way  by  the  town,  the 
present  members  of  the  board  being  E.  A.  Atkins,  George  C. 
Bliss  and  Miss  Julia  F.  Sears.     Miss  Bessie  M.  Holden  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  450;  valuation,  $169,065;  volumes,  1898, 
856;  circulation,  1,213. 

PLYMOUTH. 

The  Plymouth  Public  Library  was  incorporated  by  chapter  270 
of  the  Acts  of  1856,  with  about  50  subscribers,  and  was  reorgan- 
ized under  the  general  law  in  1880.  It  has  accumulated  a  fund, 
mainly  from  gifts  and  bequests,  the  annual  income  of  which  is 
about  $480,  and  the  town  makes  in  its  favor  an  annual  appropriation 
of  $1,300,  including  the  dog  tax.  It  has  no  library  building,  but 
two  rooms  are  rented  on  the  second  floor  of  the  new  bank  build- 
ing. In  1892  the  heirs  of  Sidney  Bartlet,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  a 
native  of  Plymouth,  gave  his  home  library,  consisting  of  nearly 
2,000  volumes,  many  of  them  finely  bound,  to  the  library. 

The  pupils  of  the  public  school^  are  encouraged  to  use  the 
works  of  reference  in  the  reading-room,  and  are  given  all  needed 
help  in  their  school  work.  Teachers  and  clergymen  are  given  a 
special  permit,  whereby  they  may  take  four  books  at  one  time 
from  the  library.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1880,  and 
there  is  a  supplementary  card  catalogue  to  date.  Printed  supple- 
ments are  also  prepared  from  time  to  time.  The  library  is  open 
every  week-day  from  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  ad- 
ministration is  about  $1,260.  The  library  is  managed  by  aboard 
of  nine  trustees,  chosen  by  the  members  of  the  corporation.  The 
present  trustees  are:  Wm.  W.  Brewster,  Katharine  W.  Davis, 
Margaret  H.  Holmes,  Charles  F.  Ck)le,  John  B.  Washburn,  Wil- 
liam Hedge,  Rose  S.  Whiting,  Arthur  Lord  and  Charles  P.  Lom- 
bard.    Miss  Nellie  Thomas  is  librarian,  and  has  two  assistants. 

Population,  1895,    7,957;    valuation,    $6,857,403;    volumes, 

1898,  12,000;  circulation,  35,888. 

PLYMPTON. 

The  Free  Library  of  Plympton  was  opened  to  the  public  July 
25,  1891,  the  town  having  accepted  the  library  act  of  1890,  and 
received  the  State  aid  of  $100  worth  of  books.  The  town  appro- 
priates to  it  $90  per  annum  and  the  refunded  dog  tax,  to  the 
amount  of  $25  more.  The  books  are  kept  in  the  officers'  room  of 
the  town  hall  building,  and  are  accessible  to  the  people  from  2.30 
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to  8.30  P.M.  ou  SatardajB.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $50. 
A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1894,  and  annual  accession  lists  are 
published.  The  books  of  the  Young  People's  Library  Association, 
149  volumes,  have  been  absorbed  by  the  free  library.  The  man- 
agement is  in  the  hands  of  three  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  who 
are  at  present:  William  Perkins,  Jr.,  Z.  T.  Parker  and  John 
Sherman.     The  last  named  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  549;  valuation,  $311,776;  volumes,  1898, 
1,049;  circulation,  2,115. 

PBBSGOTT. 

Prescott  opened  its  Free  Public  Library  on  Aug.  7,  1891,  having 
accepted  the  library  act  of  1890,  and  obtained  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  Commission  the  State's  bounty  of  $100  worth  of  books. 
Many  volumes  were  given  the  library  by  Mrs.  Roger  Wolcott, 
P.  Emory  Aldrich,  Esq.,  Hon.  E.  B.  Hayes  of  Lynn,  Gordon 
Dexter,  and  friends  in  Boston  and  Beverly.  The  town  annually 
appropriates  for  library  uses  $30  and  the  amount  of  the  dog  tax 
returned,  besides  furnishing  a  room  in  the  town  hall  building.  The 
library  is  free  to  all  inhabitauts  over  ten  years  of  age.  It  is  open 
on  Saturday  afternoons  from  1  to  4.  A  catalogue  was  published 
in  1892.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $10  per  annum.  The 
board  of  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  comprises  six  citizens :  Wil- 
liam F.  Wendermuth,  H.  W.  Abbott,  F.  M.  Thresher,  H.  C. 
Powers,  J.  M.  Aiken  and  Frederic  N.  Peirce.  Henry  L.  Berry  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  401;  valuation,  $166,114;  volumes,  1898, 
1,109;  circulation,  820. 

PRINCETON. 

One  of  the  first  libraries  established  in  Worcester  County  was  in 
the  town  of  Princeton.  In  Peter  Whitney's  "  History  of  Worces- 
ter County,"  published  in  1793,  it  is  stated  that  the  town  has  a 
"  very  handsome  social  library,"  of  the  value  of  seventy  pounds, 
caUed  the  '*  Gill  Library,"  from  the  fact  that  Lieutenant-Governor 
Moses  Gill  gave  ten  pounds  towards  it.  It  contained  about  500 
volumes,  and  was  owned  by  shareholders.  It  gradually  declined 
for  want  of  care  and  patronage,  and  was  finally  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1813.  A  social  library  was  started  by  the  Ladies'  Reading 
Society  in  1859,  and  in  1884  it  had  accumulated  1,126  volumes. 
There  also  existed  at  the  latter  date  in  the  town  an  agricultural 
library  of  78  volumes,  and  a  law  library  of  448  volumes.  These 
were  united  to  form  the  Princeton  Public  Library,  which  was 
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eetablished  in  1884.      It  is  entirely  free  to  all  permanent  residents 
of  the  town,  bat  a  small  fee  is  chained  to  non-residents. 

On  the  eleventh  of  February,  1884,  the  town  of  Princeton  came 
into  possession  of  a  valuable  property,  which  will  forever  recall 
the  kindly  beneficence  of  one  of  her  sons.  Edward  A.  Good, 
now  deeded  to  his  native  town  a  tract  of  land  with  a  building  of 
chaste  architectural  design,  to  be  used  as  a  public  library,  and 
known  as  the  Goodnow  Memorial  building.  A  beautiful  rose- 
tinted  granite  from  Milford,  Mass.,  was  selected  for  the  material, 
in  combination  with  Longmeadow  brown  stone.  The  base  is  of 
a  dark,  local  granite,  and  the  roof  is  covered  with  black  Monson, 
Maine,  slate.  The  outside  dimensions  on  the  ground  are  about 
sixty  by  sixty-seven  feet,  being  in  two  nearly  equal  divisions,  of 
which  the  east  half  is  the  public  library  and  the  west  the  school- 
house.  The  entrance  to  the  library  is  through  a  tower  fourteen 
feet  square  and  seventy  feet  high,  which  bears  on  its  front  a  large 
Jonesboro'  granite  tablet,  with  the  words,  in  raised  and  polished 
letters,  *'  Goodnow  Memorial  Building,  A.D.  1883."  Higher  up 
is  a  Howard  tower  clock,  which  strikes  the  houra  on  a  fine-toned 
Meneely  bell  of  a  thousand  pounds,  and  inscribed  ^  ^Goodnow 
Memorial  Building  "  —  "  Knowledge  is  Power."  An  open  porch, 
built  of  stone  throughout,  leads  to  a  vestibule  which  connects  with 
the  main  library  and  the  reading-room.  The  former  is  twenty- 
eight  by  thirty-six  feet  and  twenty-five  feet  high,  with  an  arched 
ceiling  finished  with  ash  ribs.  A  reading-room,  fifteen  by  twenty- 
one  feet  and  thirteen  feet  high,  connects  with  the  library  by  wide 
doors,  and  from  its  two  south  windows  in  the  bay  end  commands  a 
very  extended  prospect.  Opening  from  this  room  is  a  fire-proof 
vault  for  the  town  records.  The  reading-room  and  library  are 
finished  with  brown  ash,  and  are  fitted  up  with  all  the  requisite 
furniture  of  the  same  wood.  The  reading-room  has  a  terra-cotta 
fireplace,  and  its  floor,  and  that  of  the  connecting  vestibule,  are 
laid  with  tiles  of  rich  patterns.  Decorative  painting  on  the  walls 
and  ceilings  adds  much  to  the  beauty  and  completeness  of  the 
rooms,  in  addition  to  which  is  to  be  noted  an  effective  use  of 
stained  glass.  In  the  library,  near  the  entrance  door,  a  mural 
tablet  of  African  onyx,  set  in  a  frame  of  richly  carved  Knoxville 
marble,  explains  the  origin  and  purpose  of  the  building,  which  is 
to  serve  as  a  memorial  to  the  two  wives  and  son  of  the  donor.  In 
the  reading-room,  over  the  fireplace,  is  a  life-sized  medallion  of 
Mr.  Goodnow,  the  work  of  Andrew  O'Connor,  Worcester.  It  is 
of  white  Italian,  set  in  Spanish  marble.  The  western  half  of  the 
building  comprises  two  school-rooms,  with  their  appointments. 
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The  cost  of  the  building  was  between  $25,000  and  $30,000. 
Mr.  Goodnow's  benefaction  included  also  the  som  of  $5,000  for 
removing  the  Congr^ational  Meeting-house  from  before  the 
Memorial  to  another  location,  and  a  fund  of  $5,000  to  provide  an 
income  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the  building  and  grounds  and  the 
purchase  of  books.  The  Eli  Kilbum  fund  of  $1,000  yields  an 
annual  income  of  $^5  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  building,  library  and  grounds  are  in  the  charge  of  a  board 
of  trustees,  selected  by  Mr.  Goodnow,  and  forming  a  self-per- 
petuating body.  The  library  is  under  the  special  care  of  a  com- 
mittee chosen  from  the  trustees,  .together  with  two  ladies  named 
by  the  Village  Improvement  Society.  The  present  custodians  are : 
Rev.  Charles  A.  White,  Josiah  D.  Gregory,  A.  T.  Beaman,  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Skinner  and  Miss  Sadie  L.  Brooks.  A  catalc^e  was 
published  in  1885,  and  yearly  accession  lists  are  printed.  During 
the  summer  months  the  reading-room  is  open  daily,  and  the  library 
is  open  on  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays ;  in  the  winter  it  is  open  on 
Saturdays  only.  Miss  Susie  A.  Davis  is  librarian,  and  the  annual 
cost  of  administration  is  $100,  which  is  paid  by  town  appropria- 
tion. 

Population,  1895,  952;  valuation,  $858,640;  volumes,  1898, 
4,199;  circulation,  4,563. 

PBOVINGBTOWN. 

The  first  step  toward  the  establishment  of  a  free  public  library 
in  Provincetown  was  a  vote  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Mayflower 
Division  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  of  Provincetown,  in  1863, 
directing  the  treasurer  of  that  organization  to  deposit  in  the  Sea- 
man's Savings  Bank  the  funds  in  the  treasury,  amounting  to  $300, 
to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  any  free  public  library 
that  might  thereafter  be  established  in  that  town.  This  fund  re- 
mained on  deposit  until  1874,  when,  with  accumulated  interest,  it 
amounted  to  $522.22,  and  it  was  paid  over  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Provincetown  Public  Library.  The  first  action  of  the  town  was 
taken  in  February,  1872,  when  $25  waa  appropriated  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  free  public  library,  and  the  town  clerk  was  directed 
to  expend  the  money  ''  in  the  purchase  and  binding  of  a  copy  of 
the  ^  Boston  Daily  Advertiser '  for  one  year,  to  be  kept  in  the  town 
clerk's  ofl^ce  for  the  use  of  the  public."  The  proceeds  of  the  dog 
tax  refunded  to  the  town  by  the  county  in  1869,  1870  and  1871, 
amounting  to  $191.45,  were  also  appropriated  by  the  town  *^for 
the  purchase  of  books  for  a  town  library,  the  money  to  be  loaned 
to  the  town  treasury  until  the  town  should  otherwise  order,  and 
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draw  interest  at  the  rate  of  eeven  per  cent,  per  annam/'  In  1873 
the  dog  tax  for  1872,  amounting  to  $58.58,  was  added  upon  the 
same  conditions. 

In  1873  the  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman  erected  a  wooden  building, 
at  an  expense  of  83,000,  and  presented  it  to  the  town,  upon  the 
condition  that  the  lower  floor,  excepting  the  entrance  hall,  should 
be  occupied  solely  for  the  pui-poses  of  a  public  library.  It  has  a 
capacity  for  10,000  volumes.  Seven  trustees  were  chosen  at  the 
annual  town  meeting  in  1874;  and  the  town  voted  to  appropriate 
$2,000  for  the  use  of  the  library,  providing  that  $1,000,  including 
donations  and  appropriations  already  made,  should  be  obtained 
from  other  sources.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  Hon.  James  Gif* 
ford,  sufficient  money  was  subscribed  by  the  sons  of  Provincetown, 
at  home  and  abroad,  to  render  available  the  town's  liberal  appro- 
priation. The  books  were  purchased,  a  printed  catalogue  of  them 
was  prepared,  and  the  library  was  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books 
to  the  public  June  13,  1874.  In  1889  Mr.  Benjamin  Small  con- 
veyed to  the  trustees  $5,000,  the  annual  income  of  which  must  be 
expended  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  annual  appropriation 
of  the  town  is  $250  and  the  amount  of  the  dog  tax,  $191. 

The  library  has  a  card  catalogue  by  authors  and  subjects,  and 
a  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1890.  It  is  open  Monday, 
Wednesdiay  and  Saturday  from  2  to  5,  and  every  evening,  Sun- 
day ex^pted,  from  7  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $450.  The  library  is  under  the  control  of  a  board  of 
nine  trustees,  three  of  whom  are  chosen  annually  by  the  town.  The 
members  of  the  present  board  are :  Moses  N.  Gifford,  Andrew  T. 
Williams,  Aitemus  P.  Hannum,  George  H.  Holmes,  A.  Louis 
Putnam,  Raymond  A.  Hopkins,  Simeon  C.  Smith,  Isaiah  Adelbert 
Small  and  Fred.  A.  H.  Gifford.  Miss  Hattie  M.  Dyer  is  the 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  4,555;  valuation,  $2,202,299;  volumes, 
1898,  7,065;  circulation,  11,228. 

QUINOY. 

The  Thomas  Crane  Public  Library  of  Quincy  owes  its  beautiful 
building  to  the  descendants  of  Thomas  Crane,  a  Quincy  stone 
cutter,  who  made  a  fortune  by  dealing  in  granite  in  New  York. 
He  always  retained  a  love  for  his  native  town,  and  his  descendants 
erected  the  library  building  as  a  suitable  memorial.  The  Hon. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  in  receiving  the  gift  for  the  town, 
fittingly  remarked:  '^It  is  a  standing  reminder  of  that  affection, 
that  strong  bond  of  feeling,  which   those  who  have  gone  forth 
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from  New  EnglaDd,  from  Massachasetts  and  from  Qaincy,  still 
retain  for  their  native  place.  It  comes  to  us.  ad  a  gift  unexpected 
and  from  afar.     It  will  be  prized  and  preserved  accordingly." 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1871  it  was  voted  that  the 
funds  arising  from  the  tax  on  dogs  should  be  appropriated  to 
establish  a  ''free  public  town  library,"  and  the  manner  of  estab- 
lishing the  same  was  referred  to  a  committee.  At  a  special  meet- 
ing, held  on  the  2d  of  May,  1871,  the  committee's  recommenda- 
tions were  adopted  and  a  board  of  trustees  elected.  The  town 
*  appropriated  $2,500  for  fitting  up  the  library  room  and  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  provided  that  a  like  sum  should  be  raised  for  the 
same  purpose  by  private  subscription.  This  was  speedily  done, 
and  the  library  was  opened  for  the  issuing  of  books  to  the  pabMc 
on  the  11th  of  December,  1871.  It  contained  at  that  time  about 
4,600  volumes.  It  is  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  and  is  en- 
tirely free  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  town.  The  annual  appropria- 
tion by  the  tpwn  is  $2,500  an^  the  dog  tax. 

In  February,  1880,  the  family  of  Thomas  Crane  offered  to  erect 
an  edifice  to  his  memory  which  should  cost  not  less  than  $20,000, 
for  the  free  use  of  the  town  as  a  public  library  building,  if  the 
town  would  provide  a  suitable  site.  The  town  voted  to  accept 
the  offer,  and  to  call  the  building  Crane  Memorial  Hall ;  also  that 
the  town  library  should  be  deposited  in  it,  and  be  thereafter 
called  the  Thomas  Crane  Library.  The  sum  of  $10,000  was  ap- 
propriated to  purchase  a  site,  an  act  of  incorporation  was  applied 
for,  and  a  charter  was  granted  to  the  trustees  of  the  Thomas  Crane 
Public  Library  of  Quincy,  by  chapter  202  of  the  Acts  of  1880. 
The  building  was  designed  by  H.  H.  Richardson,  and  the  beauti- 
ful edifice  was  dedicated  May  80,  1882.  It  is  built  of  Easton 
granite,  with  Longmeadow  brown-stone  trimmings,  and  red  terra- 
cotta tiles  and  ledge  saddles  for  roof  covering.  The  interior  finish 
is  of  Georgia  pine,  and  the  whole  cost  was  upwards  of  $50,000. 
It  is  said  to  have  a  capacity  of  40,000  volumes. 

The  library  has  a  very  good  collection  of  newspapers,  bic^- 
raphies,  pamphlets  and  other  printed  material  relative  to  the  town 
and  its  people.  The  library  of  President  John  Adams,  a  rare 
and  valuable  collection  of  2,800  volumes,  which  for  several 
years  was  kept  in  the  library  building,  has  been  removed  to  the 
Boston  Public  Library.  Of  the  4,600  volumes  at  the  opening  of 
the  library,  a  little  more  than  half  were  donations.  This  large 
number  included  the  valuable  gift  of  the  late  Hon.  Charles  Francis 
Adams,  which  comprised  1,650  volumes  of  congressional  and 
other  documents.     There  were  also  presented  the  collections  of  the 
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Qaincy  Lyceum,  227  volumes ;  of  the  Adams  Literary  Association, 
215  volumes ;  of  the  Quincy  Agricultural  Library,  1 82  volumes ;  and 
of  the  Quincy  Book  Club,  24  books  and  625  numbers  of  periodicals. 
Since  that  time  the  library  has  been  indebted  to  the  generosity  of 
numerous  individual  donors,  the  most  valuable  additions  being  a 
complete  set  of  the  ^*  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,"  in  32  volumes,  from  Mr.  S.  E.  Brackett;  and  a  com- 
plete set,  from  the  beginning,  of  the  ^'Quincy  Patriot,"  from  the 
late  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Whitney. 

The  privilege  of  taking  books  from  the  library  in  their  own 
right  being  granted  at  first  only  to  those  citizens  or  residents 
over  fourteen  years  of  age,  some  years  ago,  by  a  vote  of  the 
trustees,  all  school  children  under  fourteen  in  the  A  and  B  gram- 
mar grades,  on  the  presentation  of  a  certificate  from  their  teach- 
ers, were  allowed  the  use  of  books.  Next  it  was  voted  that, 
ander  the  supervision  of  the  superintendent  of  schools,  the  princi- 
pals of  the  high  and  A  and  B  grammar  schools  of  the  town  be 
authorized  hereafter  to  borrow  from  the  library  not  to  exceed  ten 
volumes  at  any  one  time,  relating  to  subjects  strictly  included 
within  the  educational  courses  in  said  schools,  for  use  among 
the  scholars  thereof ;  no  book  thus  borrowed  to  be  retained  for  a 
greater  period  than  one  month.  Later  the  privilege  was  extended 
to  all  teachers  of  the  high  school  and  of  the  several  grammar 
schools,  the  teachers,  in  every  case,  on  returning  such  books,  to 
report  to  the  librarian  the  number  of  persons  who  have  used  the 
same.  Two  lists  of  books  for  the  use  of  children  in  the  public 
schools  were  printed  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees,  one  con- 
taining works  of  Juvenile  fiction,  the  other  biographies,  histories 
and  books  of  a  more  instructive  character.  All  the  works  in  these 
lists,  some  500  in  number,  were  selected  with  the  utmost  care. 
The  lists  thus  prepared  were  then  given  to  the  teachers  of  the 
schools  for  gratuitous  circulation  among  their  scholars.  The  library 
has  a  printed  catalogue.  There  is  also  a  weekly  special  delivery 
of  books  to  the  various  parts  of  the  town.  People  are  encouraged 
to  ask  for  information,  and  the  librarians  are  ready  to  furnish  it. 

In  1895  a  bequest  of  $20,000  was  made  by  Mrs.  Clarissa  L. 
Crane,  lately  deceased,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Crane,  the  income 
to*  be  used  for  all  or  any  of  the  following  purposes,  namely :  '<  for 
repair  of  the  library  building,  for  improvement  of  the  library 
grounds,  and  for  the  purchase  of  works  of  art  for  the  library." 

From  May  to  October  the  library  is  open  from  1  to  6.30  p.m., 
and  from  October  to  May  from  1  to  8  p.m.  ;  Saturday  it  is 
open  from  10  to  12  a.m.  and  from  1  to  9  p.m.     Miss  Amelia  L. 
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BampuB  is  librarian,  Alice  G.  White  cataloguer,  Mabel  S.  Baxter 
assistant.  The  annaal  cost  of  administration  is  aboat  $2,650. 
The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  tnistees,  of  which  ^e 
present  members  are :  Rev.  EUery  C.  Butler,  president ;  Harrison 
A.  Keith,  secretary ;  George  W.  Morton,  treasurer ;  Frederic  A. 
Tupper,  Frank  F.  Prescott  and  Harry  L.  Rice. 

Population,  1895,  20,712;  valuation,  $17,487,205;  volumes, 
1898,  20,000;  circulation,  82,346. 

RANDOLPH. 

The  Turner  Free  Library  was  founded  as  a  memorial  of  the  late 
Col.  Royal  Turner  by  his  heirs,  the  Hon.  Seth  Turner,  Royal  W. 
Turner,  Mary  B.  Turner,  Abby  W.  Turner  and  Annie  M.  Sweet- 
ser,  and  was  opened  to  the  public  March  22,  1876.  It  occupies  a 
handsome  stone  building,  which  was  erected  by  the  donors  at  an 
expense  of  $40,000,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  the  land.  It  has 
capacity  for  shelving  25,000  volumes.  The  gift  of  the  building 
was  accompanied  by  a  donation  of  $10,000  for  the  purposes  of 
the  library,  with  the  condition  that  the  town  shall  keep  the  building 
repaired  and  insured.  The  rooms  on  the  lower  floor  are  rented  for 
banking  and  mercantile  purpoBea,  the  revenue  being  used  for  the 
support  of  the  library.  The  town  has  usually  made  an  ap{>rofpri- 
ation  of  $500  towards  the  librai-y,  though  the  intent  of  the  donors 
is  to  have  it  self-supporting.  The  Hon.  Seth  Turner  at  his  death 
bequeathed  $10,000  additional,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  library,  and  the  fund  is  to  be  known  as  the  Turner 
fund.  One-half  of  the  first  $10,000  was  used  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  and  the  remainder  invested  so  that  the  present  amount 
of  the  invested  fund  is  $15,000.  About  1,000  volumes  were  re- 
ceived by  gift,  the  larger  portion  from  a  reading-room  association 
which  existed  in  the  town  before  the  formation  of  the  free  library. 

The  library  contains  complete  files  of  the  local  papers  and  a  file 
of  the  **  Boston  Evening  Transcript"  for  many  years.  Every 
practicable  means  is  adopted  to  make  it  useful  to  the  schools. 
Every  teacher  receives  a  special  school  card,  which  entitles  Uie 
holder  to  take  ten  volumes  at  a  time.  Especial  pains  is  taken  to 
accommodate  everybody  and  every  taste,  even  to  the  personal 
selection  of  books.  The  motto  of  the  librarian  is,  <^Be  pleas- 
ant, patient,  painstaking."  A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1877,  and 
supplements  were  printed  in  1880,  1885  and  1890.  Monthly 
bulletins  of  new  books  are  also  issued,  and  there  is  a  card  cata- 
logue. The  library  is  open  every  week-day  evening  from  7  to  9, 
and  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Saturday  from  3  to  5.30  p.m.     The 
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EDDnal  cost  of  administration  is  aboat  $1,000.  The  management 
is  vested  in  a  board  of  fifteen  trustees,  three  of  whom  are  members 
of  the  board  of  selectmen  for  the  time  being.  The  members  of 
the  present  board  are:  Hon.  J.  White  Belcher,  Rev.  J.  C.  Foster, 
D.D.,  John  V.  Beal,  John  J.  Crawford,  J,  Winsor  Pratt,  John 
B.  Thajer,  Charles  G.  Hathaway,  Gilbert  A.  Tolman,  Henry  A. 
Belcher,  Mrs.  George  W.  Wales,  Mrs.  E.  Howard  Beach  and 
Mrs.  John  J.  Crawfoi-d.  Dr.  Charles  C.  Famham  is  librarian ; 
assistant,  Mrs.  Francis  O.  Howard. 

Population,  1895,  3,694;  valuation,  $2,361,035;  volumes, 
1898,  13,717;    circulation,  22,764. 

RAYNHAM. 

The  Raynham  Free  Librai*y  was  established  by  an  association 
in  1888,  and  has  been  maintained  by  donations,  fairs,  etc.  The 
town  has  made  no  appropriation  in  its  favor,  and  has  no  con- 
nection with  it  in  any  way  except  that  a  room  in  the  town  house 
is  occupied  rent  free.  In  1897  the  association  was  incorporated 
under  the  general  law,  and  a  lot  of  ground  for  a  building  was  given 
it.  The  leading  donors  of  books  have  been  C.  B.  Gardner  and 
Amy  Leonard.  There  is  a  printed  catalogue.  The  library  is  open 
Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings.  The  management  is  in  a  board 
of  trustees  chosen  by  the  association.     Mrs.  Edith  Burt  is  librarian. 

The  North  Raynham  Library  Association  was  founded  in  1889, 
by  three  young  men, — Frank  P.  Lincoln,  Alex.  W.  Shaw  and 
Charles  £.  Barton.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees, 
chosen  by  the  association  for  three-year  terms.  The  library  oc- 
cupies a  room  in  a  school-house,  and  is  cared  for  gratuitously. 
It  is  open  on  Saturdays  from  1  to  9  p.m.  A  reading-room  is  con- 
nected with  the  library,  supplied  with  the  leading  magazines.  It 
is  not  free,  a  fee  of  $1  per  annum  being  charged  for  the  use  of 
books.  It  has  850  volumes,  and  annually  circulates  about  700 
volumes.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Barton. 

Population,  1895,  1,518;  valuation,  $914,394;  volumes,  1898, 
1,100;  circulation,  estimated^  1,500. 

BEADING. 

An  association  libraiy,  known  as  '^The  Federal  Library,"  was 
established  in  Reading  Sept.  27,  1791.  It  had  a  membership  of 
about  seventy-five  persons,  became  a  corporation  in  1817,  but  its 
affairs  were  closed  by  the  sale  of  its  273  books  at  auction  Jan.  24, 
1831.  Another  association  library,  known  as  ''The  Franklin 
Library,"  was  formed  Jan.  1,  1842,  and  in  1869  its  462  volumes 
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were  transferred  to  the  public  library.  At  the  same  date  166 
volumes  belonging  to  the  Agricultural  Library  Association,  formed 
in  March,  1860,  were  also  placed  in  the  public  library. 

The  present  Reading  Public  Library  was  established  by  vote  of 
the  town,  March  2  and  Nov.  8,  1868,  when  a  board  of  trustees 
was  chosen,  and  $500  appropriated  for  the  purpose.  In  addition 
to  the  collections  already  enumerated,  199  volumes  were  collected 
from  the  school-district  libraries  that  had  existed  in  tbe  town. 
Among  the  cash  donations  to  the  library  have  been  SoOO  from 
Dr.  Horace  P.  VTakefield  and  $100  from  the  estate  of  T.  Ward 
Hartshorn.  About  1,800  volumes  of  books  have  been  given. 
Dr.  Horace  P.  Wakefield,  Edward  Appleton,  Anna  E.  Appleton, 
T.  Ward  Hartshorn,  John  B.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Loton  Parker,  Fran- 
cis H.  Knight,  Francis  O.  Dewey  and  the  Woman's  Club  of 
Reading  being  among  the  leading  donors.  The  late  Fred.  W. 
Hatch  provided  that,  after  the  death  of  his  wife,  a  bequest  of 
$10,000  shall  be  available  for  the  construction  of  a  building  for 
the  library.  The  annual  appropriation  by  the  town  is  $850  from 
the  treasury  and  the  dog  tax,  which  amounts  to  about  $430  addi- 
tional. The  library  has  no  building,  but  occupies  the  firat  story 
of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Building  on  Wobum  Street,  leased  for  the 
purpose. 

Files  of  the  local  newspaper,  the  town  reports  and  the  various 
historical  addresses  relating  to  the  town  are  preserved.  The  lead- 
ing magazines  are  available  for  reading  in  the  library.  The 
teachers  of  the  public  schools  are  encouraged  to  use  the  library  in 
their  work,  and  effort  is  made  to  supply  them  with  such  works  as 
they  may  wish  to  place  before  their  classes  on  any  special  subject. 
A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1885,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  pub- 
lished. The  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays,  Fridays  and  Sat- 
urdays from  2  to  5  p.m.,  and  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays  from  7  to  9  p.u.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about 
$500  per  year.  It  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  chosen 
in  the  usual  manner  by  the  town.  The  present  members  are: 
Hon.  Horace  G.  Wadlin,  chairman;  Cyrus  M.  Barrows,  sec- 
retary ;  Harley  Prentiss,  Walter  S.  Parker,  Henry  G.  Kittredge 
and  F.  E.  Whittemore.  Miss  Lizzie  S.  Cox  is  librarian,  and  has 
an  assistant. 

Population,  1895,  4,717;  valuation,  $8,680,857;  volumes, 
1898,  7,988;    circulation,  17,288. 
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The  Goff  Memorial  Building,  oomprisiDg  a  hall,  school-room, 
antiquarian  room,  library  room  and  several  anterooms,  was  erected 
in  1884,  at  a  cost  of  $14,000,  $10,000  of  which  was  given  by 
Darius  GofF  of  Pawtacket,  R.  I.  Its  main  dimensions,  exclu- 
sive of  projections,  are  thirty-eight  and  one-half  by  sixty  and  one- 
half  feet.  The  Bianding  Library  occupies  a  pleasant  room,  nineteen 
by  thirty  feet,  on  the  east  side  of  the  building.  It  was  first  open 
to  the  public  Feb.  22,  1886,  and  at  that  time  comprised  625  vol- 
umes, about  550  of  which  were  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
W.  Bicknell,  Boston,  Mass.  It  takes  its  name  from  Mrs.  Amelia 
Davies  Bianding  Bicknell,  one  of  the  donors.  In  1887,  150  vol- 
umes were  received  from  the  estate  of  Zebulon  P.  White,  Pawtucket, 
R.  I.  About  250  volumes  have  since  been  received  in  smaller 
donations.  No  appropriations  have  been  made  by  the  town  for  its 
support,  although  its  use  is  wholly  free  to  the  inhabitants.  It  has 
no  permanent  fund,  but  is  supported  mainly  by  the  Rehoboth  An- 
tiquarian Society  and  small  donations  from  friends  of  the  library. 

It  has  a  catalogue,  printed  in  1887,  and  a  bulletin  of  new  books 
is  hung  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  library  room.  The* library' 
is  open  on  Monday  and  Friday  from  7  to  9  p.h.  It  is  managed 
by  a  committee,  under  the  direction  of  the  Antiquarian  Society. 
The  present  committee  are:  Wm.  H.  Marvel,  J.  I.  Chaffee,  Ezek 
H.  Pierce,  Miss  M.  B.  Goff,  Mrs.  G.  B.  Peck  and  Miss  E.  B. 
Peirce.     The  acting  librarian  is  Wm.  H.  Marvel. 

Population,  1895,  1,810;  valuation,  $732,066 ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,550;  circulation,  1,250. 

BBVBBB. 

The  Revere  Public  Library  was  established  by  vote  of  the  town 
in  1880,  and  is  wholly  supported  by  taxation,  the  annual  appro- 
priation being  about  91,000.  By  the  burning  of  the  old  town 
house,  Jan.  19,  1897,  the  books  were  badly  damaged  by  water, 
for  which  the  sum  of  (531.92  was  received  from  the  insurance 
companies.  The  library  was  then  located  in  a  block  on  Broad- 
way. In  Januai7,  1899,  it  was  removed  to  the  new  town  hall, 
a  substantially  fire-proof  building  of  pure  colonial  style.  Its 
exterior  construction  is  granite  basement  and  superstructure 
of  red  pressed  brick,  with  gray  terra-cotta  trimmings  and 
cornices,  and  belfry  of  copper.  The  library  rooms  are  on  the 
ground  floor,  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  building,  facing  what  will 
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be  a  lai-ge  lawn,  attractively  laid  out.  They  comprise  a  spacioas 
Yestibale,  a  trustees'  room,  and  the  main  delivery  and  stack  room 
and  the  readiug-room,  of  dimensions  twenty-eight  by  forty-two 
and  twenty-eight  by  twenty  feet  respectively ;  also,  opening  from 
the  delivery  room  is  an  attractive  room  for  the  librarian.  The 
reading-room  has,  in  addition,  an  alcove  twelve  by  twenty  feet, 
for  reference-book  stacks,  and  tables  for  study.  The  finish  of 
the  rooms  is  brown  ash.  The  furniture  is  quartered  oak,  of  most 
approved  modern  style.  A  handsome  panelled  rail  and  delivery 
desk  divide  the  delivery  room  from  the  stack  room,  which  has  a 
capacity  of  8,000  volumes,  and  space  for  additional  2,000  volumes 
in  extra  stacks  as  required.  The  stacks  are  of  an  adjustable  pat- 
tern, with  metal  frames  and  hardwood  shelves.  Large  fire-proof 
vaults  open  from  the  delivery  room  and  the  trustees'  room.  Day- 
light for  the  main  apartments  is  effectively  supplied  by  windows 
of  generous  dimensions  in  the  south-east  wall,  the  light  regulated 
by  window  shades  of  warm,  deep-buff  tone,  rolling  at  the  bottonu 
The  decoration  of  walls  and  ceilings  is  in  cheerful,  harmonious 
tints,  easy  to  the  eye  by  daylight  or  by  electric  lighjt.  Heating 
and  ventilation  are  of  most  scientific  type,  the  fresh-air  supply 
being  a  portion  of  the  electric-fan  system  installed  for  the  entire 
building. 

A  unique  characteristic  of  the  Revere  Public  Library  is  its  loca- 
tion in  a  town  hall  possessing  so  many  historic  and  artistic  feat- 
ures, which  are  practically  a  part  and  possession  of  the  library 
itself.  Free  access  for  the  public,  by  broad  marble  stairways, 
to  the  corridors  and  halls  above,  permits  all  visitors  to  view  such 
features  as  the  marble- paved  main  corridor  with  its  historic  tablet 
presenting  a  record  of  the  town  and  of  Paul  Revere,  and  crowned 
by  a  marble  portrait-bust  of  the  great  patriot ;  or  the  great  assembly 
hall  adorned  by  pictures  of  Paul  Revere's  ride,  and  by  emblazoned 
domes  containing  verses  of  Longfellow's  immortal  poem.  Many 
other  decorative  features,  interior  and  exterior,  tell  the  story  of 
our  country's  revolutionary  struggle  for  freedom  in  a  manner 
calculated  to  inspire  the  best  sentiments  of  patriotism.  The  very 
color  decorations  of  the  interior  —  Continental  blue  and  buff  for 
the  corridors  and  stairways,  and  national  red,  white  and  blue  for 
the  great  assembly  hall  —  are  elements  of  an  emblematic  archi- 
tectural plan  for  inculcating  a  national  spirit  worthy  the  heroic 
history  and  manifest  destiny  of  our  republic.  In  further  develop- 
ment of  this  idea,  tablets  inscribed  with  names  of  Revere  soldiers 
of  the  civil  war  and  the  American- Spanish  war  will  be  placed  in 
the   main  corridor,  where,   grouped  with  the  central  revolution- 
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tablet,  they  will  form  an  inspiriDg  chronological  record  of  national 
prepress. 

Some  progress  has  already  been  made  towards  a  building  ex- 
pressly for  the  public  library,  the  town  having  purchased  a  site 
for  it,  sHuated  on  Beach  and  James  streets.  By  the  will  of  the 
late  Stephen  A.  Hall  of  Revere  $1,000  was  bequeathed  to  be  used 
in  the  erection  of  a  library  building,  and  $500  for  a  memorial  tab- 
let to  be  placed  in  it  in  honor  of  the  soldiers  of  the  town  who 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  The  money  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  town  treasurer.  The  Woman's  Club  of  Revere  has 
also  raised  by  a  fair  and  other  entertainments  about  $2,000  for  the 
same  purpose. 

The  library  is  freely  used  by  the  school  children  of  Revere.  It 
contains  abound  file  of  the  local  paper,  the  ''Revere  Journal." 
Lists  of  accessions  are  printed  annually,  and  a  catalogue  is  issued 
once  in  five  years.  It  is  open  Wednesday  and  Satui-day  from  2 
to  5  and  from  7  to  9  p.m.  On  Saturdays  books  are  received  from 
and  delivered  to  the  branch  libraries,  situated  at  Beachmont,  Cres- 
cent Beach  and  Franklin  Park.  The  annual  cost  of  administration 
is  $465.  The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees, 
chosen  by  the  town,  the  present  members'  being  Warren  Fenno, 
chairman;  Frank  H.  Hussey,  secretary;  H.  Winthrop  Peirce, 
Henry  Spavin,  Fred.  A.  Hooper  and  James  H.  Wade.  Miss 
Hattie  T.  Fenno  is  librarian,  Clara  M.  Kimball  assistant. 

Population,.  1895,  7,423;  valuation,  $6,907,342;  volumes, 
1898,  5,838;    circulation,  27,013. 

RICHMOND. 

The  town  of  Richmond  in  1891  voted  to  accept  the  provisions 
of  the  library  act  of  1890,  and,  upon  the  reception  of  $100  worth 
of  books  from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  in  1892,  estab- 
lished a  library  free  to  all  inhabitants  over  twelve  years  of  age. 
This  is  kept  in  the  parsonage  study.  The  town  annually  votes  $50 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  annual  cost  of  administration 
is  about  $42,  also  paid  by  the  town.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in 
1892,  and  supplements  annually  since  that  year.  There  is  also  a 
card  catalogue.  The  library  is  open  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays 
from  8  to  5  p.m.  The  town  elects  the  trustees,  three  in  number, 
who  at  present  are :  Fred.  A.  Clement,  Amos  6.  Kiltz  and  T.  C. 
Luce.     The  last  named  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  701;  valuation,  $360,057;  volumes,  1898, 
669 ;  circulation,  350. 
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BOCHBSTEB. 

The  Rochester  Free  Public  Library  was  established  in  1876,  by 
the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bedford,  for  many 
years  a  resident  of  the  town,  who  gave  about  1,300  volumes  for 
the  purpose.  In  1891  Mrs.  Leonard  offered  to  erect  a  building 
for  the  library,  to  cost  about  $2,000,  if  the  town  would  secure  a 
site  which  she  selected.  This  the  town  was  happy  to  do,  but  asked 
Mrs.  Leonard  if  she  would  unite  with  it  in  erecting  a  building  to 
be  used  as  a  library  and  town  hall,  the  town  furnishing  $2,000 
towards  the  cost.  Mrs.  Leonai*d  assented  to  this  proposal.  After 
much  consultation  it  was  decided  to  allow  Mrs.  Leonard  to  carry 
out  her  own  plans  in  regard  to  the  construction.  The  books  were 
moved  from  the  room  in  the  old  academy  buildiug,  where  they  had 
been  previously  kept,  into  their  new  quarters,  in  January,  1892. 
The  total  cost  of  building  and  furnishings  was  $6,000.  The  town 
paid  $2,000  and  Mrs.  Leonard  the  balance.  In  May,  1893,  the 
library  was  increased  by  the  gift  of  $100  worth  of  books  from  the 
Free  Public  Library  Commission,  to  which  Rochester  was  entitled 
under  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1892. 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1892,  and  since  that  time  a  list  of 
books  added  to  the  library  has  been  given  annually  in  the  town 
report.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturday  from  3  until  8  p.m. 
Within  two  months  books  have  been  put  into  the  schools,  thus 
making  each  school  a  branch  library,  the  teacher  acting  as  libra- 
rian. The  library  has  a  fund  of  about  $500,  the  income  of  which 
is  available  for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  town  pays  the  salary 
of  the  librarian,  and  appropriates  $150  besides  for  library  uses. 
Eight  periodicals  are  taken,  and  loaned  in  the  same  manner  as 
bound  volumes.  People  are  encouraged  to  ask  for  information, 
and  the  librarian  is  happy  to  aid  them  in  every  possible  way.  The 
members  of  the  present  board  of  trustees  are:  John  S.  Ryder, 
president ;  Miss  Mary  L.  Hathaway,  secretary ;  Wm.  P.  Haskell, 
treasurer ;  John  6.  Dexter,  A.  T.  Jefferson  and  Henry  H.  Bennett. 
The  librarian  is  Miss  Sarah  A.  Haskell. 

Population,  1895,  1,021;  valuation,  $559,007;  volumes,  1898, 
2,300;  circulation,  2,050. 

BOCKIiAND. 

The  nucleus  of  the  Rockland  Public  Library  was  given  to  the 
town  in  1878  by  a  library  association  which  had  previously  existed 
there.  It  is  supported  wholly  by  taxation,  and  its  use  is  free  to 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.     The  annual  appropriation  is  $700 
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and  the  dog  tax,  $500.  The  cost  of  administration  is  S300.  It 
occapies  rooms  rented  for  the  purpose.  The  rooms  which  it  for- 
merly occupied  were  destroyed  by  fire  July  16, 1890 ;  but  the  library 
was  fortunately  removed  with  the  loss  of  only  55  volumes,  and  the 
books  were  installed,  it  was  thought  temporarily,  in  an  old  build- 
ing ;  but  no  better  place  has  yet  been  found  available. 

The  teachers  are  given  generous  privileges  in  the  borrowing  of 
books  for  school  use.  There  is  a  card  catalogue,  and  bulletins 
are  printed  from  time  to  time.  The  books  have  been  classified 
and  renumbered  according  to  the  Dewey  system  during  the  last 
year.  Every  effort  is  made  to  bring  the  people  into  close  relations 
with  the  library.  It  is  open  four  days  in  each  week  from  2  to  8 
P.M.  Miss  Amelia  Pool,  the  efiScient  librarian  since  the  first  open- 
ing of  the  library,  resigned  July  1,  1897.  The  annual  cost  of 
administration  is  $600.  The  library  is  under  the  management  of  a 
board  of  trustees,  the  present  members  of  which  are :  Miss  Hulda 
B.  Loud,  Miss  Emma  F.  Pool,  Theodore  P.  Farr,  Lorenzo  D. 
Perkins,  Miss  Maria  L.  Pool  and  Mrs.  S.  Addie  Donham.  The 
librarian  is  Miss  Angela  W.  Collins. 

Population,  1895,  5,523 ;  valuation,  $3,062,88^ ;  volumes, 
1898,  9,630;  circulation,  17,079. 

BOOKPOBT. 

The  Rockport  Public  Library  was  organized  by  vote  of  the  town, 
March  6,  1871,  and  the  sum  of  $300  was  appropriated  at  the  time. 
The  further  sum  of  $200  was  given  by  a  lecture  association,  being 
the  net  proceeds  of  a  course  of  lectures  delivered  during  the  pre- 
vious winter.  Henri  N.  Woods,  Samuel  York,  Rev.  William  D. 
Bridge,  Dr.  John  E.  Sanborn  and  Francis  Tarr  were  appointed  to 
carry  the  vote  of  the  town  into  effect,  and  inaugurate  the  new  en- 
terprise. The  next  year  the  town  voted  to  appropriate  $200  and 
the  dog  tax  to  the  library.  It  has  received  from  the  heirs  of  a 
respected  citizen,  John  G.  Dennis,  the  sum  of  $500,  and  by 
the  will  of  Samuel  E.  Sawyer  of  Gloucester  $4,000.  In  each 
case  the  income  only  is  to  be  used  for  purchase  of  books.  From 
the  organization  of  the  library  up  to  1893  a  fee  of  50  cents  per 
annum  was  charged  for  the  use  of  books.  At  the  annual  town 
meeting,  1893,  it  was  voted  to  make  the  library  free,  and  a  board 
of  three  trustees  was  elected,  as  follows:  J.  Loring  Woodfall, 
Chas.  F.  York  and  Miss  Janette  Parsons.  Under  the  new  man- 
agement the  patronage  increased  threefold,  there  being  now  about 
500  who  take  books  regularly.  The  town  has  willingly  made 
annual  appropriations,  ranging  from  $100  to  $500,  as  required. 
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The  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  onder  aathoriiy  of  the 
libraiyactof  1890,  aided  the  library,  May,  1894,  with  $100  worth 
of  select  literature. 

The  library  room  is  on  the  lower  floor  (rear)  of  the  town  hall 
building.  It  is,  however,  altogether  too  small  for  the  requirements 
of  the  library,  but  at  present  thei*e  seems  to  be  no  opening  for  an 
improved  condition.  Inasmuch  as  the  present  quarters  are  filled 
with  books,  it  is  hoped  that  the  town  will  soon  make  some  other 
provision,  so  as  not  to  stop  the  growth  of  the  collection.  The  room 
is  open  Satuixiays,  afternoon  and  evening.  Miss  Elsie  M.  Dann 
is  librarian,  and  Miss  Mabel  L.  Woodfall  is  assistant  librarian. 
Present  trustees:  Hon.  J.  Loring  Woodfall,  John  E.  Stickney 
and  James  A.  Cogswell. 

Population,  1895,  5,289;  valuation,  $2,662,805;  volumes^ 
1898,  8,097;    circulation,  18,000. 

BOWB. 

The  Rowe  Social  Library  was  oi^anized  in  December,  1797, 
with  twenty-eight  members.  Meetings  were  held  quarterly  through 
the  year  for  social  and  literary  encouragement.  Regular  assess- 
ments were  made  and  fines  levied  for  non-attendance,  and  the 
moneys  devoted  to  obtaining  books.  In  1826  there  were  180  vol- 
umes belonging  to  the  library.  In  1869  the  library  was  given  to 
the  town,  it  being  stipulated  that  the  town  should  give  $25  yearly 
for  its  support,  and  that  it  should  be  a  free  library.  It  is  no^ 
known  as  the  Rowe  Public  Library,  is  kept  in  a  private  house,  and 
is  open  every  week-day.  In  1894  it  received  from  the  Free  Public 
Library  Commission  $100  worth  of  books,  to  which  it  became  en- 
titled by  the  terms  of  the  library  legislation  of  1892.  The  annual 
cost  of  administration  is  $15.  The  management  is  by  three 
trustees,  elected  for  three-year  terms :  E.  C.  Wilson,  Obed  Peck 
and  Fred  W.  Newell.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Alice  E.  Newell. 

Population,  1895,  498;  valuation,  $218,969;  volumes,  1898, 
1,800;  circulation,  1,160. 

BOWLBY. 

The  Rowley  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  Sept.  19,  1891, 
having  upon  its  shelves  about  900  volumes,  conti'ibuted  by  the 
Rowley  Book  Club,  and  $100  worth  of  books  received  from  the 
Fi*ee  Public  Library  Commission  by  authority  of  the  Acts  of  1890. 
The  appropriation  from  the  town  the  past  year  included  the  dog 
tax,  and  amounted  to  $183.87.     The  library  is  kept  in  a  room  of 
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BeDjamin  P.  MighiU's  dwelling.  Besides  the  large  donations  from 
the  State  and  the  Rowley  Book  Club,  many  books  have  been  re- 
ceived from  other  donors,  among  whom  were  Hon.  William  D. 
Northend,  Joseph  N.  Dummer,  J.  M.  Mighill  and  N.  T.  Mor- 
rison. The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  6  to  9 
P.M.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1891,  and  bulletins  are  issued 
every  two  years.  Teachers  are  given  special  cards,  and  the  libra- 
rian strives  to  aid  all  searching  for  information.  The  management 
is  in  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  three  being  elected  annually.  The 
present  board  includes  Frank  P.  Todd,  Albert  E.  Bailey,  Mrs. 
A.  F.  Ellsworth,  Mrs.  A.  Henderson,  Frank  E.  Jackson,  Charles 
Marshall,  Charles  A.  Houghton,  Arthur  W.  Peabody  and  Benja- 
min P.  Mighill.     Miss  Catharine  N.  Mighill  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,272;  valuation,  $673,943;  volumes,  1898, 
2,093 ;  circulation,  5,155. 

BOYALSTON. 

The  Royalston  Public  Library  had  its  origin  in  the  Ladies  Be- 
nevolent Society  of  Royalston,  an  organization  which  was  founded 
in  1824,  and  which  has  had  an  enviable  record  in  membership  and 
good  works.  The  members  of  this  society  recognized  the  need  of 
a  public  library  in  the  community,  and  began  raising  funds  for  the 
attainment  of  this  object  in  1873.  The  methods  adopted  were 
private  subscriptions,  sociables,  farmers*  suppers  and  entertain- 
ments of  various  kinds.  After  commendable  progress  had  been 
made,  and  the  ladies  had  proved  their  determination  to  persevere 
until  their  object  was  accomplished,  Joseph  Raymond,  a  name 
familiar  in  the  annals  of  the  town,  promised  that,  when  their  fund 
had  reached  the  sum  of  $250,  he  would  supplement  that  amount  with 
$250  more.  This  was  speedily  attained,  and  as  many  good  books 
as  S500  would  purchase  were  soon  resting  on  their  shelves.  The 
Royalston  Farmers  Club,  an  organization  of  uncertain  age,  voted 
to  contribute  their  library  of  60  volumes  to  swell  this  number ;  and 
in  1874  the  first  catalogue  was  issued,  naming  434  volumes. 

The  library  remained  under  the  management  of  the  ladies  until 
1880,  when  it  was  formally  accepted  by  the  town.  Since  that 
year  annual  appropriations  of  $100  have  been  made  for  its  care 
and  support,  and  supplements  have  been  printed  regularly,  con- 
taining the  yearly  accessions.  A  second  catalogue  was  published 
in  1882  and  a  third  in  1896,  all  the  supplements  having  been  in- 
corporated in  the  single  volume.  The  yearly  cost  of  administration 
is  $30.     The  town  has  established  a  delivery  station  at  South  Roy- 
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alston,  four  miles  distant,  and  pays  for  the  transportation  and  care 
of  the  books.  The  library  is  open  to  the  public  on  Saturdays 
from  3.30  to  5.30  and  from  7  to  8  p.m. 

It  has  no  suitable  abiding  place,  but  is  relegated  to  unused  por- 
tions of  the  walls  of  the  selectmen's  room  in  the  town  house,  and 
has  outgrown  its  accommodations.  What  to  do  with  it  will  Boon 
become  a  serious  problem.  The  town  does  not  feel  able  to  erect 
a  building  for  it,  and  is  anxiously  hoping  that  some  person  of 
means,  either  a  son  of  Royalston  or  otherwise,  may  feel  inclined 
to  perpetuate  his  name  in  brick  and  stone,  and  confer  at  the  same 
time  a  lasting  blessing  upon  one  of  the  most  beautiful  hQl  towns 
of  Massachusetts. 

The  trustees  are  three  in  number :  Dr.  Frank  W.  Adams,  Jere- 
miah A.  Rich  and  Rev.  Francis  J.  Fairbanks.  The  librarian  is 
Mrs.  Emmeline  £.  Mackenzie. 

Population,  1895,  890;  valuation,  $627,124;  volumes,  1898, 
1,986;  circulation,  1,942. 

BUSSELIi. 

The  Free  Public  Library  of  Russell  dates  from  1895,  when  the 
town  voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of 
1890,  and  applied  to  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  for 
the  $100  worth  of  books  offered  by  the  State.  The  town  appro- 
priates $50  annually  for  its  maintenance,  and  it  is  housed  in  the 
dwelling  of  the  librarian.  Besides  the  150  volumes  received  from 
the  State,  a  donation  of  50  volumes  has  been  made  by  friends  in 
Beverly.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $24  annually.  The  library 
is  open  Wednesdays  from  7  to  8  p.m.,  and  Saturdays  from  4  to  9 
P.M. ;  but  the  librarian  accommodates  patrons  at  all  hours  of  the 
day.  The  control  is  in  a  board  of  three  trustees,  elected  in  the 
usual  manner  for  terms  of  three  yeai*s.  The  present  members  are : 
Marvin  Wright,  S.  L.  Bronson  and  A.  W.  Goodrich.  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Goodrich  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  846;  valuation,  $514,558;  volumes,  1898, 
393;  circulation,  1,015. 

BUTIiAND. 

The  Rutland  Free  Public  Library  originated  about  1865,  when 
the  Lyceum  Club  gave  the  books  which  it  had  accumulated  to  the 
town ;  and  it  has  since  been  supported  by  annual  appropriations, 
the  amount  in  recent  years  being  $75.  In  June,  1893,  select 
books  to  the  value  of  $100  were  added  to  the  library  by  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission,  according  to  provisions  of  the  library 
legislation  of  1892.     The  Woman's  Education  Association  loaned 
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to  it  one  of  its  25-voluiiie  travelling  libraries  in  1898.  It  ifi  kept 
in  a  private  house,  but  a  room  will  be  provided  for  it  in  the  town 
hall  building  now  being  erected.  The  cost  of  administration  is 
about  $50  per  year.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1888. 
The  library  is  open  every  day  except  Sunday.  It  is  managed  by 
a  board  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  the-  present  mem- 
bers being  William  C.  Temple,  Mrs.  G.  B.  Munroe  and  Mrs. 
L.  Q.  Spaulding.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  L.  H.  Foster. 

Population,  1895,  978;  valuation,  $516,044;  volumes,  1898, 
1,800;  circulation,  1,566. 

8ALBM. 

The  Social  Library  was  founded  in  1760  and  incoi-porated  in 
1797,  and  may  be  called  the  pioneer  of  similar  institutions  in 
Salem.  The  Philosophical  Library  was  established  in  1781  upon 
the  library  of  Dr.  Richard  Kirwan,  a  distinguished  English  chem- 
ist, which  was  captured  on  a  vessel  in  the  English  channel  by  the 
privateer  ship  '^Pilgrim."  The  Salem  Athenaeum  was  organized 
in  1810,  and  purchased  the  collections  of  the  two  older  associa- 
tions. It  is  supported  by  assessments  upon  members  and  fees  for 
loans  of  books.  It  has  (1898)  28,635  volumes.  Mrs.  A.  H.  Stone 
is  the  librarian.  The  Essex  Institute  was  incorporated  in  1848, 
being  founded  upon  the  union  of  the  Essex  Historical  Society  and 
the  Essex  County  Natural  History  Society.  Hon.  Robert  S. 
Rantoul  is  president.  The  library  contains  over  73,000  bound 
volumes  and  161,000  pamphlets. 

Many  attempts  to  establish  a  free  public  library  in  Salem  had 
previously  been  made,  but  with  no  success,  until,  in  December, 
1887,  the  heirs  of  John  Bertram  offered  to  the  city  the  estate  on 
Essex  Street,  formerly  occupied  by  him,  on  certain  conditions. 
These  conditions  were  accepted,  and  an  act  of  incorporation,  bear- 
ing  date  of  Feb.  13,  1888,  was  obtained  from  the  Legislature. 

The  library  was  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  on  the  8th  of 
July,  1889.  It  is  free  to  all  residents  of  Salem  over  twelve  years 
of  age.  The  running  expenses  are  paid  by  the  city,  the  appro- 
priation for  1897  being  $10,750.  Other  sources  of  income  are  as 
follows :  $600  per  year,  income  on  the  Read  fund,  the  bequest  of 
Charles  A.  Read  of  Newton,  Mass. ;  and  $1,500  per  year,  interest 
on  a  fund  of  $25,000  appropriated  by  the  city.  Both  of  these 
amounts  are  used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Gifts  amounting  to 
$1,775,  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  reference  library,  have 
been  received  from  Hon.  J.  B.  F.  Osgood,  and  of  $1,000,  from 
A.  A.  Low  of  Brooklyn,  N.  T. ;  also,  a  gift  of  $100  from  James 
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D.  Perkins  of  New  York  City,  which  has  been  used  as  a  naclens 
of  a  building  fund.  Money  received  from  fines,  etc.,  is  added  to 
the  building  fund,  which  now  (Dec.  1, 1897)  amounts  to  $4,438.58. 

The  building  is  of  brick,  forty-six  by  forty-eight  feet,  with  an  L 
eighteen  by  twenty-two,  and  three  stories  high.  The  alterations 
(paid  for  by  the  city)  cost  $22,153.10.  The  first  floor  contains 
the  delivery  room,  book  stacks,  librarian's  and  cataloguers'  rooms ; 
the  second,  reading,  reference  and  trustees'  rooms ;  and  the  third, 
a  class  room  and  special  students'  rooms,  and  additional  shelving. 
More  room  for  books  and  readers  is  much  needed. 

The  principal  donors  of  books  have  been  the  Hon.  J.  B.  F. 
Osgood,  the  Teacher'a  Library,  Salem  Fraternity,  Dr.  J.  A-  Em- 
merton,  the  Essex  Institute,  Mrs.  Annie  J.  Haskell,  Hon.  William 
C.  Endicott,  Essex  Lodge  of  Odd  P'ellows  and  Mr.  Willard 
Goldthwaite. 

No  attempt  to  secure  a  special  local  collection  has  been  made, 
as  the  Essex  Institute  has  that  for  one  of  its  special  objects,  and 
has  already  a  large  collection,  which  is  open  to  all  for  reference 
purposes.  Co-operation  with  the  schools  is  provided  for  by  the 
issue  of  *'  teacher's  cai-ds,"  good  for  six  volumes  at  a  time  on  sub- 
jects connected  with  school  work,  and  duplicates  of  books  needed 
for  such  work  are  bought.  The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of 
seven  trustees,  six  of  whom  are  appointed  for  life,  and  all  vacan- 
cies are  filled  by  vote  of  the  remaining  members  of  the  board.  The 
mayor  of  the  city  is  chairman,  ex  officio.  The  library  staff  consists 
of  a  librarian,  with  &ye  regular  assistants  and  a  janitor,  besides 
extra  assistants,  paid  by  the  hour.  The  salaries  for  1897  amounted 
to  $5,342.97.  A  printed  finding  list  was  published  in  July,  1889, 
and  six  annual  supplements  from  1889  to  1894.  These  are  being 
consolidated  into  a  series  of  class  lists,  of  which  four  have  been 
published.  Beginning  in  May,  1891,  a  monthly  bulletin  has  been 
issued,  containing  lists  of  new  books,  special  reading  lists  and 
other  information  useful  to  readers.  The  dictionary  card  catalogue, 
which  is  open  to  the  public,  contains  about  125,000  cards.  The 
circulating  department  is  open  week-days  from  9  a.m.  to  8  p.m., 
Saturdays  until  9  p.m.  The  reading  and  reference  rooms  are  open 
week-days  from  9  a.m.  to  10  p.m.,  and  on  Sunday  from  2  to  8 
P.M.  The  trustees  are:  David  P.  Waters,  chairman,  ex  officio; 
John  Robinson,  secretary ;  George  W.  Williams,  treasurer ;  John 
M.  Raymond,  William  P.  McMuUan,  Jeremiah  T.  Mahoney,  David 
Pingree.     The  librarian  is  Gardner  M.  Jones. 

Population,  1895,  34,473;  valuation,  $80,649,889;  volumes, 
1898,  34,564;  circulation,  110,404. 
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8AU8BUBY. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890,  Salisbury 
received,  in  1895,  $100  worth  of  books  from  the  Commonwealth 
as  the  foundation  of  a  free  public  library.  A  circulating  library 
of  about  250  volumes  was  absorbed  al  the  same  time,  so  that  the 
library  started  with  about  500  volumes  upon  its  shelves.  The 
town's  appropriation  is  $150  annually.  The  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  $25.  A  branch  is  supported  at  the  Plain's  school-house. 
William  P.  Jones  of  Newburyport,  a  native  of  Salisbury,  has 
given  the  library  a  complete  bound  set  of  '' Harper's  Monthly 
Magazine."  The  library  is  located  in  the  post-office  building,  and 
is  open  to  the  public  when  the  office  is  open.  The  teachers  of  the 
public  schools  take  a  great  interest  in  the  library,  and  their  pupils 
are  led  to  use  it  freely.  A  printed  catalc^ue  was  issued  in  1896, 
and  lists  of  new  books  are  printed  occasionally.  The  trustees, 
elected  by  the  town,  are :  John  Q.  Evans,  John  H.  Pillsbury  and 
Maurice  C.  Pike.  The  librarian  is  Frank  A.  Chapin,  postmaster, 
who  receives  a  salary  of  $25. 

Population,  1895,  1,300 ;  valuation,  $642,066 ;  volumes,  1898, 
789 ;  circulation,  5,408. 

SAin^ISFIEIiD. 

Sandisfield  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  1890  in  the  spring  of  1894,  but  the  free  library  was  not  opened 
until  April  1»  1895,  when  the  chief  contents  of  its  shelves  con- 
sisted of  $100  worth  of  books  selected  by  the  Free  Public  Library 
Conmiission.  The  town's  annual  appropriation  for  library  sup- 
port is  $25,  and  there  is  no  other  income.  The  library  is  kept  in 
a  room  over  a  store,  and  is  open  on  Saturday  from  1  to  8  p.m. 
Among  the  chief  donors  of  volumes,  besides  the  State,  have  been 
Mrs.  Atwater  and  Dr.  A.  P.  Van  Gieson  of  Poughkeepsie,  and 
Mrs.  Isabella  Eldridge  of  Norfolk.  Teachers  are  given  special 
privileges.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $5.  The  trustees  are 
six  in  number,  elected  in  the  usual  manner :  Mrs.  Ida  Phelps, 
Miss  Ella  E.  Merrill,  H.  S.  Manley,  Henry  J.  Yiets,  Lamartine 
Hawley  and  Timothy  Ryan.     Miss  Ella  E.  Merrill  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  802;  valuation,  $346,117 ;  volumes,  1898, 
nearly  600 ;  circulation,  nearly  800. 
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SAITDWIOH. 

The  Sandwich  Free  Library  was  opened  for  public  use  Aug.  8, 
1891,  with  a  foundation  of  SlOO  worth  of  books  given  by  the 
State,  according  to  provisions  of  chapter  847  of  the  Acts  of  1890. 
The  town  appropriates  $50  per  annum  for  library  support,  and 
there  is  no  other  source  of  income  save  occasional  contributions. 
Among  gifts  received  have  been  $100  from  Henry  T.  Wing  of 
New  York,  $100  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Belcher  of  Randolph, 
and  smaller  sums  from  £.  P.  Elliott,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Elwell 
and  J.  H.  Nickerson.  Generous  gifts  of  books  have  come  from 
Col.  C.  L.  Norton,  J.  J.  Roberts,  D.D.,  Edward  Clark  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  Miss  E.  P.  Sohier  of  Beverly,  Capt.  Watson  Free- 
man of  Brooklihe,  James  L.  Wessen  of  Boston  and  F.  B.  San- 
bom  of  Concord.  The  library  is  kept  in  a  room  in  the  town  hall 
building,  open  for  the  delivery  of  books  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m.,  and  a  reading-room  is 
connected  with  it.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  about 
$75.  Teachers  of  public  schools  are  allowed  to  borrow  an  extra 
number  of  books  for  school  use.  There  is  a  catalogue,  printed 
in  1895,  and  annual  accession  lists  are  issued.  There  is  also  a 
card  catalogue.  Nine  trustees  are  elected  by  the  town.  They 
are  now:  tlon.  Charles  Dillingham,  president;  B.  G.  Bartley, 
treasurer;  A.  R.  Cooke,  secretary;  John  F.  Carleton,  Joseph  F. 
Mellen,  Col.  C.  L.  Norton,  Miss  Alice  Leonard,  Rev.  Samuel  B. 
Flagg  and  Miss  S.  McLaughlin.    Miss  Annie  A.  Rogers  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,580;  valuation,  $985,988 ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,523 ;  circulation,  8,270. 

SAUGUS. 

The  subject  of  a  Free  Public  Library  for  the  town  of  Saugas 
was  agitated  in  1885,  but  with  no  immediate  result  except  the 
establishment  of  a  small  high  school  library.  During  the  six 
months  following,  Oct.  1,  1886,  subscriptions  to  the  amount  of 
$1,150  were  secured  for  a  free  public  library.  Most  of  the  subscrib- 
ers were  citizens  of  the  town.  Samuel  M.  Felton  of  Philadelphia, 
a  part  of  whose  boyhood  was  spent  in  the  town,  contributed  $800, 
which,  added  to  his  previous  gifts  to  the  high  school  library  (the 
greater  part  of  the  books  of  which  were  by  the  terms  of  the  sub- 
scription transferred  to  the  public  library),  made  a  total  of  $450. 
The  books  were  bought  and  catalogued,  and  the  library  opened  to 
the  public  Oct.  15,  1887,  under  the  management  of  a  board  of 
trustees  appointed  by  the  Saugus  Free  Public  Library  Association. 
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By  vote  of  this  association  the  library  was  transferred  to  the  town 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1888,  on  condition  that  it  be  for- 
ever maintained  as  a  public  library  free  to  all  its  citizens.  The 
ranning  expenses  of  the  library  have  since  been  paid  by  the  town. 
About  $300  besides  the  dog  tax  has  been  usually  appropriated  for 
the  purchase  of  books.  The  sum  available  last  year  was  $708. 
The  library -has  no  regular  source  of  income  except  town  appro- 
priations, and  very  little  except  books  and  magazines  has  been 
received  from  any  other  source  since  its  establishment.  It  occu- 
pies a  room  in  the  town  hall  building,  designed  for  that  purpose, 
which  is  now  altogether  too  small.  It  is  very  useful  to  the  pupils 
in  the  schools,  especially  those  of  the  high  school ;  and  teachers 
are  allowed  to  take  such  books  as  they  desire  for  school  use,  with- 
out limit  as  to  number.  The  borrowers  of  books  are  largely  young 
people,  and  their  needs  are  carefully  consulted.  They  are  en- 
couraged to  apply  for  information,  and  are  allowed  access  to  the 
shelves.  The  needs  of  the  people  are  studied,  and  every  means 
taken  to  make  the  library  an  educational  force. 

There  are  delivery  stations  at  East  Saugus,  Cliftondale  and 
West  Cliftondale,  and  books  are  also  carried  to  North  Saugus  and 
Oaklandvale.  Books  are  delivered  at  these  points  on  Wednesday 
afternoons,  at  an  annual  cost  of  about  $100.  The  library  is  open 
for  three  hours  on  Wednesday  afternoon  and  Saturday  evening. 
A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1897.  The  six  trustees,  elected  by  the 
town,  are :  Benjamin  F.  Galley,  chairman ;  George  M.  Amerige, 
J.  R.  Hughes,  Levi  G.  Hawkes,  A.  B.  Coates  and  M.  B.  Faxon. 
Miss  Emma  E.  Newhall  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  4,497 ;  valuation,  $2,989,800 ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,589  ;  circulation,  12,000,  of  which  68  per  cent,  was  fiction. 

SAVOY. 

The  Orren  Perkins  Library  was  given  to  the  people  of  North 
Savoy  in  September,  1881,  by  the  family  of  the  late  Rev.  Orren 
Perkins,  and  is  cared  for  by  the  Orren  Perkins  Library  Associa- 
tion, which  was  formed  for  the  purpose  in  December  of  the  same 
year.  It  contains  240  volumes,  nearly  all  of  which  were  given 
by  the  donors  above  named,  and  the  Hon.  Henry  J.  Dunham,  a 
native  of  Savoy.  The  town  has  never  made  any  appropriation 
for  it,  and  its  sole  income  is  money  raised  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions. It  is  cared  for  without  expense  in  the  house  of  the  libra- 
rian, Lydia  Perkins  Burnett.  Books  can  be  obtained  at  any  time, 
but  the  circulation  is  small.  The  library  is  under  the  control  of 
three  ti'ustees,  chosen  by  the  association  annually. 
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Savoy  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  library  act  of  1890,  and  the 
Free  Public  Library  Commission  sent  to  it,  in  Jane,  1892,  $100 
worth  of  carefully  selected  books,  for  the  foundation  of  a  free 
library.  The  collection  is  divided  into  three  parts,  kept  at  the 
dwellings  of  the  trustees.  The  books  are  accessible  every  week- 
day. Usually  a  part  of  the  dog  tax  is  available  for  the  purchase 
of  books.  The  librarians  are :  Almiron  J.  McCulloch,  at  Savoy 
Centre ;  Rev.  Alfred  D.  Barter,  at  Savoy ;  and  N.  B.  Baker. 

Population,  1895,  504;  valuation,  Si 63, 716 ;  volumes,  1898, 
450;  circulation,  150. 

SOITUATB. 

The  P.  Y.  O.  C.  (Paddle  Your  Own  Canoe)  Social  Libraiy  of  \ 

Scituate  was  organized  about  1875,  by  a  society  of  young  ladies, 
who  erected  a  wooden  building  for  its  accommodation  in  1883,  at 
a  cost  of  about  $3,500.  It  was  supported  by  funds  contributed 
by  the  association  and  by  the  rental  of  a  store  and  hall  in  the 
building.  It  contained  nearly  1,100  volumes,  about  100  of  which 
were  the  gift  of  Albert  Childs.  The  books  were  freely  loaned  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Scituate,  although  the  town  gave  the  association 
no  aid.  The  annual  circulation  was  about  1,000  volumes.  The 
library  was  open  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings,  and  was  man- 
aged by  the  librarian  and  five  trustees,  chosen  by  the  association. 
The  librarian  was  Mrs.  E.  H.  Bonney,  whose  services  wei-e  volun- 
tary.    The  association  dissolved  and  sold  its  building  in  1891. 

The  Scituate  Satuit  Library  Association  was  formed  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1882.     A  meeting  of  citizens  was  held  in  Union  Hall,  and 
the  library  was  organized  by  choice  of  officers,  viz.,  a  president, 
vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer  and  directors.     A  constitution 
and  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  were  adopted.     It  was  started 
as  a  private  library,  and  books  were  taken  out  only  by  those  pay- 
ing an  annual  membership  fee  of  $1.     The. library  was  housed 
in  a  room  rented  for  .that  purpose  until  March,  1888,  when  it  was 
moved  to  an  old-fashioned  wooden  cottage  at  the  comer  of  Central 
and  Union  streets,  which  the  Society  purchased  for  $700.     This 
amount  was  secured  by  private  subscriptions.     The  funds  neces- 
sary to  support  the  library  have  come  from  entertainments  given, 
and  from  the  annual  membership  fees.     No  salaried  librarian  has 
been  employed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  this  service  being 
given  by  different  lady  members  of  the  society.     At  present  the 
librarian  receives  $25  per  year.     The  library  is  open  every  Satur- 
day throughout  the  year  from  2  to  5  and  7  to  8  p.m.     Several 
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catalogues  have  been  pablished,  the  last  in  1895,  and  are  given 
out  free  to  the  public.  In  1896  the  town  voted  to  raise  a  sum  of 
money  equal  to  the  dog  tax,  to  be  divided  equally  between  the 
Satuit  and  Peirce  libraries,  provided  they  made  their  books  free  to 
the  citizens  of  the  town.  This  was  done,  and  the  library  has  re- 
ceived since  then  from  the  town  annually  $108.75.  The  property 
is  owned  by  the  association,  and  the  business,  of  the  library  is 
carried  on  by  its  paying  members,  numbering  about  forty.  The 
present  officers  are :  Geo.  H.  Webb,  president ;  Frank  N.  Colman, 
vice-president ;  Charles  Manson,  secretary ;  Geo.  O.  Allen,  treas- 
urer ;  Mrs.  Emma  F.  Manson,  librarian.  Book  committee :  Mrs. 
Geo.  H.  Webb,  Mrs.  Chas.  D.  Webb  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  O.  Prouty. 

The  Peirce  Memorial  Library  building  at  North  Scituate,  the  gift 
of  Silas  Peirce  of  Boston,  in  memory  of  his  wife,  was  dedicated 
May  26,  1894.  It  was  given  to  the  North  Scituate  Library  Asso- 
ciation, an  organization  which  for  several  years  previous  to  iis 
incorporation  in  1898  had  maintained  a  small  subscription  library 
and  free  reading-room  in  the  village,  largely  through  the  generous 
assistance  of  a  «« Library  Sewing  Circle."  At  the  dedication, 
Mr.  Peirce  gave  $100  for  periodicals,  and  Joseph  T.  Bailey,  Esq., 
of  Boston,  gave  $500  for  books.  The  building  cost  about  $3,000. 
The  library  was  declared  free  May  2,  1896,  and  receives  the 
same  assistance  from  the  town  as  the  Satuit  Library.  It  is  still 
partly  supported  by  the  contributions  of  the  fifty  members  of  the 
association.  It  has  a  free  reading-room,  supplied  with  the  leading 
periodicals  and  magazines,  and  is  open  to  the  public  two  afternoons 
and  two  evenings  each  week.  The  management  of  the  library 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  board  of  trustees,  chosen  by  the  association, 
and  oiganized  as  follows  for  1897-98:  vice-president,  Alfred  H. 
Litchfield,  North  Scituate ;  clerk,  Alfred  A.  Seaverns ;  treasurer, 
Francis  B.  Lee.  Book  committee :  Ella  Bates,  Jennie  M.  Dalby 
and  Henry  T.  Bailey.     Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Marsh  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,246;  valuation,  $2,144,117;  volumes, 
1898,  Satuit  Library,  1,500;  Peirce  Library,  2,500;  circulation, 
Satuit  Library,  4,000;  Peirce  Library,  4,515. 

SBBKONK. 

The  town  of  Seekonk  in  the  spring  of  1898  voted  to  accept  the 
provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  but  failed  to  elect 
tibrary  trustees  in  the  manner  required  by  statute.  It  is  probable 
that  a  free  public  library  will  be  established  in  1899. 

Population,  1895,  1,465 ;  valuation,  $905,852. 
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SHABON. 

At  the  anDaal  town  meeting  in  Maieh,  1879,  the  sum  of  $400 
was  appropriated  for  the  establishment  of  a  free  public  library, 
and  a  committee  of  seven  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments, and  to  act  as  trustees  antil  the  next  annual  town  meeting. 
It  was  also  voted  that  the  annual  income  from  dog  licenses  be 
appropriated  for  the  maintenance  of  the  library  until  otherwise 
ordered ;  this  amount  is  about  $325.  The  town  now  also  appro- 
priates $200  for  library  uses.  Bequests  have  been  received,  the 
income  from  which  is  $40  a  year.  These  are  the  Russel  Drake 
bequest  of  $500  and  the  Eliza  Perkins  legacy  of  $300.  During 
the  first  five  years  of  its  existence  the  library  occupied  rooms  hired 
for  the  purpose,  but  on  the  completion  of  the  town  house  in  1884  it 
was  removed  to  quarters  in  that  building,  where  it  remains.  A 
small  agricultural  library  was  absorbed  by  the  public  library.  The 
teachers  in  the  public  schools  are  granted  special  cards,  entitling 
them  to  take  out  several  volumes  at  one  time,  to  be  loaned  to 
pupils  for  special  study ;  aud  the  trustees,  as  far  as  possible,  seek 
to  provide  suitable  books  for  this  purpose.  A  public  reading-room 
is  connected  with  the  library.  There  is  a  card  catalogue,  and 
printed  catalogues  and  supplements  to  1895.  Lists  of  accessions 
are  published  annually.  The  library  is  open  on  Tuesdays  from 
6  to  9  P.M.,  and  on  Saturdays  from  3  to  5.30  and  6.30  to  9  p.m. 
The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  $175.  The  management  is 
by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  elected  for  terms  of  three  years,  the 
present  members  being  Wm.  Oscar  Arnold,  chairman;  Loring 
M.  Monk,  secretary;  Sanford  Waters  Billings,  Mrs.  Mary  £. 
Hixson,  Mrs.  E.  F.  Capen  and  Miss  H.  Alberta  Felt.  The  libra- 
rian is  Miss  Emma  A.  Baker. 

Population,  1895,  1,717;  valuation,  $1,727,971;  volumes, 
1898,  4,936;  circulation,  12,531. 

SHEFFIELD. 

A  free  town  library  was  established  in  Sheffield  in  1876,  but 
after  three  years  maintenance  the  town  ceased  to  vote  appropri- 
ations for  its  support,  and  the  trustees  placed  the  books  collected 
in  the  care  of  the  Friendly  Union  Library,  where  they  remained 
and  were  loaned  upon  payment  of  an  annual  subscription  of  $1 
until  the  town  reclaimed  them  in  1891.  The  Sheffield  Friendly 
Union  Library  was  incorporated  in  1887,  under  the  general  laws, 
and  owns  a  building  known  as  the  Dewey  Memorial  Hall.  J.  Le- 
land  Miller,  M.D.,  who  died  April  17,  1889,  left  by  his  will  $500 
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to  the  town  library  of  SheflSeld,  on  condition  that  a  like  sum  shonld 
be  raised  by  taxation,  which  bequest  was  accepted  the  following 
year.  The  town  also  voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  chapter  347 
of  the  Acts  of  1890,  and  claimed  and  received  the  State  boanty  of 
$100  worth  of  books  as  the  foundation  of  a  free  public  library,  in 
October,  1891.  The  annual  appropriation  for  library  support 
is  $125.  The  library  is  kept  in  Dewey  Memorial  Hall,  for  which 
a  moderate  rental  is  paid,  and  is  open  for  public  use  on  Saturdays 
from  3  to  5  p.m.  The  yearly  cost  of  administration  is  $30.  A  cat- 
alogue was  printed  in  1892,  and  accession  lists  are  published  every 
year.  The  income  from  the  $1,000  fund  is  about  $50  per  year. 
The  present  trustees,  elected  for  three-year  terms,  are :  Rev.  James 
S.  Ellis,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Cowles  and  Charles  O.  Dewey.  The  librarian 
is  Miss  Mary  R.  Leonard. 

Population,  1895,  1,897;  valuation,  $891,364;  volumes,  1898, 
1,083 ;  circulation,  2,280. 

SHBLBUBNB. 

Shelburne  has  two  free  libraries.  The  Arms  Library  was  estab- 
lished in  1854  by  a  bequest  of  $5,000  from  the  estate  of  Major 
Ira  Arms  of  Shelburne.  In  it  was  absorbed  a  social  library,  which 
had  existed  for  several  years  previous.  The  interest  of  the  legacy 
is  available  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  general  expenses 
were  met  by  an  annual  tax  of  $1  for  use  of  the  books.  In  1894 
the  towns  of  Buckland  and  Shelburne  —  for  the  village  of  Shel- 
burne Falls  in  which  the  Arms  Library  is  locate^}  forms  a  part  of 
both  towns  —  contributed  small  sums  for  the  use  of  the  library, 
conditional  upon  its  being  made  free.  It  was  opened  to  the  public 
on  March  10  of  that  year.  Hitherto  it  has  occupied  a  room  in  the 
bank  block,  but  will  soon  be  removed  to  suitable  quarters  provided 
for  it  in  the  newly  completed  Memorial  town  house.  Teachers  are 
allowed  an  extra  number  of  books  for  school  use,  and  the  librarian 
strives  to  make  the  treasures  of  the  collection  in  her  charge  better 
known  and  useful  to  the  whole  community.  The  library  is  open 
Wednesday  from  2  to  5  p.m.,  and  Saturday  from  2  to  5  and  6  to  8 
P.M.  The  town  appropriates  $150  to  the  use  of  the  Arms  Library, 
annually.  The  management  devolves  upon  seven  trustees,  five  of 
whom  were  elected  for  life  and  two  are  chosen  annually  by  the 
voters.  The  present  trustees  are:  D.  S.  Wilcox,  president; 
Edwin  Baker,  treasurer;  C.  L.  Merriam,  secretary;  J.  A.  Rich- 
mond, Samuel  T.  Field,  Hugo  Mann  and  Mrs.  L.  A.  Pratt.  Mrs. 
Flora  A.  Halligan  is  the  librarian. 

The  Shelburne  Free  Public  Library  was  established  in  1892,  and 
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opened  to  the  public  on  October  8  of  that  year.  It  had  then  about 
250  yolumes,  presented  by  the  State,  under  proviBions  of  the  Acts 
of  1890.  The  books  have  been  kept  in  a  small  room  of  the  church 
chapel  at  Shelbume  Centre,  but  the  town  has  recently  provided  for 
the  erection  of  a  library  building  to  cost  about  $2,500.  The 
library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  two  of  whom  are 
elected  annually,  the  term  of  office  being  three  years.  It  is  open 
for  the  drawing  of  books  on  Saturday  from  3  to  5  p.k.  The  town 
makes  an  annual  appropriation  of  $200  to  the  library.  Mercy  A. 
Anderson  is  librarian,  and  G.  Everett  Taylor,  Mrs.  M.  Newhall, 
D.  S.  Wilcox,  Miss  Julia  D.  Peck,  Zenas  Bardwell  and  Miss 
Mercy  A.  Anderson  are  trustees. 

Population,  1895,  1,560;  valuation,  $942,142;  volumes,  1898, 
Arms  Library,  8,000;  Shelbume,  1,176;  circulation,  Arms 
Library,  15,842;  Shelbume,  1,500. 

8HBBBOBN. 

A  social  library,  afterwards  called  the  Proprietors'  Library,  was 
first  established  in  Sherbom  in  1808,  and  was  continued  as  a  pri- 
vate library,  supported  by  annual  subscriptions,  until  it  was 
merged  in  the  town  library,  when  that  was  formed  in  1860.  About 
1855  an  Agricultural  Library  Association  was  oi^anized,  and  made 
a  good  collection  of  works  upon  agriculture  and  horticulture.  At 
a  town  meeting,  held  March  5,  1860,  it  was  voted  to  accept  the 
offer  of  the  proprietors  of  these  two  libraries  to  convey  their 
property  to  the  .town,  and  to  accept  the  provisions  of  the  law 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  free  public  libraries.  The  number 
of  volumes  thus  acquired  as  the  nucleus  of  the  Sherbom  Town 
Library  was  537.  The  town  annually  appropriates  one-half  of  the 
dog  tax,  about  $110,  and  $150  additional,  for  the  support  of 
the  library;  and  in  1889  a  bequest  of  $1,022,  for  the  purchase  of 
books,  was  received  from  the  estate  of  Aaron  Greenwood.  A 
room  is  provided  for  the  accommodation  of  the  library  in  the  town 
hall  building.  A  complete  catalogue,  by  subjects  and  by  authors, 
was  issued  in  1896,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  annually  printed  in 
the  town  reports.  The  library  is  open  Saturday  from  3  to  5.30 
and  from  6.30  to  8.30  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is 
about  $80.  The  management  is  vested  in  a  board  of  nine  trustees, 
chosen  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  town.  The  present  tmstees  are : 
Amory  L.  Babcock,  Heniy  Bigelow,  Francis  O.  Everett,  Alfred  F. 
Carter,  John  F.  Holbrook,  Franklin  Grout,  Martha  A.  Clark,  Mercie 
P.  Fleming  and  George  F.  Gale.    Miss  M.  Nellie  Clark  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,446;  valuation,  $871,823 ;  volumes,  1898, 
6,073 ;  circulation,  2,777. 
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SHIBLBY. 

A  Social  Library  of  about  100  volumes  of  standard  works  was 
established  in  Shirley  about  1790,  but  the  collection,  after  doing 
good  service,  was  long  ago  dispersed.  A  literary  association, 
oi^anized  by  the  ladies  of  the  town  in  1889,  collected  nearly  700 
volumes,  and  was  maintained  by  subscription  until  it  was  merged 
in  the  Ladies'  Literary  Association  Library  at  Shirley  Centre, 
which  is  still  extant,  but  has  no  connection  with  the  Free  Library, 
which  was  established  in  1885,  the  nucleus  being  about  100  volumes, 
given  by  individuals  after  the  disbanding  of  a  club  of  young  peo- 
ple who  had  collected  them  for  the  use  of  its  members.  Five  of 
the  seven  school  districts  in  the  town  established  libraries  under 
the  act  of  1842,  and  a  small  agricultural  library  was  formed;  but 
these  collections  were  neglected,  and  their  remains  have  been 
united  in  the  public  library.  Generous  gifts  of  books  were  also 
received  from  Henry  Edgarton,  Mrs.  John  Bennett  and  others. 

In  1892  Mrs.  Betsey  Hazen,  a  resident  of  the  town,  left  a 
bequest  of  $3,000  for  the  erection  of  a  library  building  in  Shirley. 
To  this  the  town  added  $2,000,  and  Thomas  L.  Hazen  presented 
a  suitable  site.  The  building,  which  is  of  wood,  and  cost  about 
$5,500,  was  dedicated  April  25,  1894,  under  the  name  of  the 
Hazen  Memorial  Library  Building.  The  library  is  maintained  by 
taxation,  the  annual  appropriation  being  $500.  It  is  open  Satur- 
day afternoons  from  8  to  7.  There  is  a  printed  and  a  card  cata- 
logue. The  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  are  now :  Wm.  H.  Wil- 
bur, Rev.  Joseph  Torrey,  D.D.,  Nancy  J.  Rowde,  Mary  J.  Hazen, 
Mary  M.  Nickless  and  Martha  J.  Conant.  Miss  Mabel  G.  Hazen 
is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,899;  valuation,  $763,980;  volumes,  1898, 
2,582 ;  circulation,  4,222. 

SHBBWSBUBY. 

The  Shrewsbury  Free  Public  Library  was  established  by  a  vote 
passed  at  the  annual  town  meeting  in  1872,  and  is  free  to  all  in- 
habitants of  the  town  over  twelve  years  of  age.  The  dog  tax  is 
applied  to  its  support  and  the  town  makes  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $75,  the  total  last  year  being  $362.  A  building  is  pro- 
vided for  its  special  use,  and  a  reading-room  containing  current 
magazines  and  newspapers  is  connected  with  the  library.  The 
success  of  this  reading-room  is  due  largely  to  Dr.  F.  W.  Brigham, 
who  has  contributed  generously  to  its  support. 

The  late  Jubal  Howe,  formerly  a  resident  of  Shrewsbury,  by  his 
will  made  the  town  his  residuary  legatee,  ^'  for  the  purpose  of 
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establishing  or  maintaining  a  Free  Pablic  Library  in  said  town.'' 
The  bequest,  which  it  is  estimated  will  amoont  to  nearly  $40,000, 
is  to  be  expended  ^<  in  sach  manner  and  at  such  times  as  the  town 
or  its  agent  or  trustees  in  that  behalf  appointed  may  determine.'* 
The  library  is  also  to  receive  from  the  estate  of  the  late  William 
Peirce  of  Shrewsbury  a  legacy  payable  after  the  decease  of  his  wife. 

The  library  is  classified  and  arranged  according  to  the  Dewey 
decimal  system  and  the  Cutter  author  marks.  A  catalogue  was 
issued  in  1884,  and  three  supplements  have  since  been  added. 
The  library  now  has  a  card  catalogue,  and  hopes  soon  to  print  a 
finding  list  of  all  books  in  the  circulating  department*  Teachers 
are  allowed  a  special  card  for  school  use,  no  limit  being  placed  on 
the  number  of  books  taken  for  such  purpose.  Patrons  of  the 
library  and  school  children  in  particular  are  encouraged  to  seek 
information,  and  every  effort  possible,  with  the  limited  means  at 
the  disposal  of  the  library,  is  made  to  furnish  it.  A  room  in  the 
library  building  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  exhibition  of  school 
drawings,  in  the  hope  of  adding  another  attraction  for  the  children. 
The  library  is  open  for  the  distribution  of  books  on  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays  from  4  to  9  p.m.  The  reading-room  is  open  every 
evening  (except  Sunday)  from  6  to  9.  The  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  $135  per  annum.  The  library  is  under  the  management  of 
a  board  of  trustees,  of  which  the  present  members  are :  Daniel  W. 
Bemis,  chairman;  Miss  A.  F.  Eaton,  secretary;  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Allen,  Dr.  Frank  W.  Brigbam,  Geo.  L.  Davis,  H.  L.  Goddard, 
Henry  Harlow,  H.  J.  Hascall  and  O.  B.  Wyman.  The  librarian 
is  Miss  Mabel  E.  Knowlton ;  assistant,  Miss  Ella  H.  Ward. 

Population,  1895,  1,524;  valuation,  $1,031,844;  volumes, 
4,196;  circulation,  6,372. 

SHUTBSBUBY. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  1890,  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  selected  and  sent  to 
Shutesbury,  in  September,  1894,  $100  worth  of  books,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  free  public  library,  the  town  having  compUed  with 
the  requirements  of  the  law.  The  town  appropriation  for  library 
uses  is  $50,  and  there  is  no  other  income.  The  library  is  open  on 
Saturdays  from  2  to  5  p.m.,  and  is  kept  in  the  town  hall  building. 
About  nine-tenths  of  the  books  have  been  acquired  by  gift,  the 
chief  benefactor  besides  the  State  being  Mirick  N.  Spear  of 
Amherst.  The  libarian's  services  are  voluntary.  Catalogues  were 
printed  in  1894,  1895  and  1898.  The  trustees,  three  in  number, 
elected  by  the  town,   are:    William   H.  Hemenway,  Charles  F. 


SHIRLEY   PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
Gift  of  Mrs.  Bttsty  and  Mr.  Tbomas  L.  Ha^eH,  supplemenUd  by  tbi  1 
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Matthews  and  Newton  D.  Grossman.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Mary 
L.  Clark. 

Population,  1895,  444;  valuation,  $165,457;  volumes,  1898, 
1,080;  circulation,  1,200. 

BOMBBSBT. 

The  town  of  Somerset  voted,  in  March,  1897,  to  accept  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  and  was  thereupon 
furnished  with  $100  worth  of  books,  by  the  State  Commission,  to 
aid  in  the  establishment  of  a  free  library.  In  addition  to  this 
bounty  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Somerset  Library  Association 
gave  its  collection  of  volumes.  The  town  annually  appropriates 
$100  for  library  support.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about 
$30.  The  books  are  kept  in  rooms  leased  of  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union,  and  a  reading-room  is  attached  to 
the  library,  open  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings.  The 
management  is  in  a  board  of  three  trustees,  chosen  as  required  by 
the  general  law,  the  present  members  being:  Mrs.  Abbie  L. 
Morrill,  Mrs.  R.  F.  B.  Rounds,  secretary,  and  Miss  Jane  Bowers. 
The  libranan  is  Miss  Bessie  Tomkins. 

Population,  1895,  1,983;  valuation,  $1,084,939;  volumes, 
1898,  1,060;  circulation,  1,500,  estimated. 

SOMBBVILLB. 

The  question  of  establishing  a  public  library  in  the  town  of 
Somerville  had  been  suggested  by  different  citizens  for  many  yeai-s 
previous  to  1869,  but  Edward  E.  Edgerly,  president  of  the  Somer- 
viUe  High  School  Association,  seems  to  have  taken  the  most  active 
interest  in  the  matter.  Prevented,  by  lingering  sickness  and  subse- 
quent death,  from  maturing  his  plans,  he  enthusiastically  labored 
to  instil  his  ideas  into  the  minds  of  his  associates,  among  whom 
was  Henry  M.  Brown,  who  has  the  honor  of  taking  the  first 
active  measures  towards  the  establishment  of  the  library,  and  in 
persuading  the  members  of  the  Somerville  High  School  Associa- 
tion to  undertake  the  movement.  Mr.  Brown,  with  the  consent  of 
the  executive  committee  of  that  body,  sent  letters  to  the  board  of 
selectmen  and  board  of  school  committee  of  the  town,  inviting 
them  to  co-operate  with  the  association  in  procuring  a  public 
library  for  Somerville.  The  selectmen  promptly  responded  by 
appointing  a  committee,  consisting  of  three  of  its  members,  to 
confer  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  association.  This  later 
body  immediately  selected  three  gentlemen,  and  the  two  delega- 
tions met  in  December,  1869,  and  consisted  of  the  following  well- 
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known  citizens,  viz. :  Austin  Belknap,  Horace  Haskins  and  Francis 
Houghton,  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  Edward  C.  Booth, 
Henry  M.  Brown  and  George  S.  Littlefield,  of  the  Higl\  School 
Association.  In  March,  1870,  the  same  committee  was  reap- 
pointed, and  later  in  the  year  prepared  a  brief  plan  for  founding 
and  operating  the  proposed  library.  By  this  plan  the  executive 
committee  of  the  association  and  the  board  of  selectmen  were  to  meet 
and  elect  a  board  of  trustees  for  the  library,  three  of  whom  were 
to  be  members  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  three  members  of  the 
High  School  Association,  and  three  citizens  at  large ;  and  it  was  so 
arranged  that  the  term  of  office  of  one  of  each  class,  should  expire 
each  year.  In  accordance  with  this  plan,  an  election  was  held, 
and  the  following-named  gentlemen  were  provisionally  chosen, 
viz. :  Austin  Belknap,  Henry  M.  Brown,  Samuel  A.  Carlton, 
Horace  P.  Hemenway,  Oren  S.  Enapp,  John  P.  Marshall,  £>lwin 
Mills,  Frank  H.  Raymond  and  Columbus  Tyler. 

The  town,  at  a  meeting  held  April  29,  1871,  did  not  see  fit  to 
approve  of  the  action  thus  taken,  but  ''  Voted,  that  a  free  public 
library  be  established,"  and  appointed  a  committee,  consisting  of  the 
above-mentioned  board,  and  Russell  H.  Conwell,  Joshua  H.  Davis, 
Samuel  C.  Hunt,  George  S.  Littlefield,  Rev.  Charles  Lowe,  Isaac 
Pitman  and  Quincy  A.  Vinal,  "  to  report  a  plan  for  operating  the 
same."  This  committee  organized  by  the  choice  of  Rev.  Charles 
Lowe  as  chairman  and  George  S.  Littlefield  as  secretary.  They 
devoted  much  time  to  perfecting  plans  and  considering  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  management  of  the  library,  and  in  June  ap- 
pointed a  sub-committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Vinal,  Hunt  and 
Littlefield,  who  prepared  a  report,  which  was  substantially  that 
finally  presented  by  the  whole  committee  to  the  town.  Rev. 
Charles  Lowe  and  Prof.  John  P.  Marshall,  being  absent  in  Europe, 
were  unable  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  this  committee,  and  Rev. 
G.  W.  Durell  and  John  R.  Poor  were  invited  to  act  in  their  places, 
and  Austin  Belknap  was  elected  chairman.  At  a  town  meeting,  held 
July  22,  the  citizens  ratified  the  change  in  the  committee,  granted 
it  further  time,  and  authorized  it  to  report  in  print.  The  report 
of  this  committee  was  accepted  and  adopted  by  the  citizens,  in  town 
meeting  assembled,  Nov.  7,  1871. 

In  anticipation  of  the  soon  realized  change  from  town  to  city  form 
of  government,  it  was  provided  that  the  first  board  of  trustees  of  the 
library  should  be  elected  by  the  first  city  council,  as  soon  after 
its  organization  as  convenient.  Accordingly,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  city  council  in  convention,  holden  Oct.  21,  1872,  the  following- 
named  gentlemen  were  elected  trustees  of  the  public  library :  for 
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three  years,  John  P.  Marshall,  Austin  Belknap  and  Charles  A. 
Guild;  for  two  yeara,  Qnincy  A.  Vinal,  Edward  C.  Booth  and 
Michael  J.  Canavan ;  for  one  year,  George  O.  Brastow,  William 
H.  Farber  and  Selwyn  Z.  Bowman.  November  14,  the  board  of 
trostees  organized  by  electing  John  P.  Marshall  president,  and 
Edward  C.  Booth  secretary.  November  19,  Isaac  Pitman  was 
elected  librarian.  Mrs.  Harriet  Minot  Laughlin,  the  danghter  of 
Mr.  Pitman,  has  recently  given  91,0Q0  to  the  library,  in  memory 
of  her  father,  the  income  to  be  expended  for  English  poetry. 

May  1, 1873,  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public,  in  the  present 
city  hall,  with  2,884  volumes  on  the  shelves,  of  which  715  volumes 
were  given  by  thirty-six  donora.  The  present  library  building, 
constructed  of  brick  with  freestone  trimmings,  and  finished  in 
cheny,  at  a  cost  of  about  $30,000,  was  dedicated  Sept.  29,  1885, 
and  the  principal  address  on  that  occasion  was  made  by  the  late 
Justin  Winsor,  librarian  of  Harvard  College. 

During  the  year  1895  the  library  was  closed  for  four  months, 
and  a  steel  stack  was  erected  in  the  book  room,  with  a  capacity  of 
about  60,000  volumes,  and  the  books  were  classified  and  arranged 
by  the  decimal  system,  and  a  finding  list  printed,  arranged  under 
subjects  and  authors.  Since  then  a  monthly  bulletin  has  been 
published  for  free  distribution,  containing  the  titles  of  all  new 
books  added  to  the  library,  and  reading  lists  on  miscellaneous 
topics.  Lists  of  the  new  books  are  also  printed  in  one  of  the  local 
papers.  The  library  staff  consists  of  a  librarian,  an  assistant  libra- 
rian, four  assistants,  a  cataloguer,  and  two  attendants  during  the 
busy  hours  of  the  day.  Delivery  of  books  is  made  through  three 
agencies,  located  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  remote  from  the 
library,  and  the  ten  larger  grammar  school  buildings,  and  also  to 
the  several  fire  engine  companies.  The  library  is  open  from  9  a.m. 
to  6  P.M.  on  Mondays,  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays;  on 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  All  patrons 
of  the  library  are  allowed  to  take  out  two  books  at  one  time,  and 
teachers  are  given  a  special  card  that  permits  eight  books  to  be 
drawn  at  one  time.  Special  privileges  are  granted  professional 
persons,  authors  and  special  students,  requiring  the  use  of  more 
than  two  books  at  a  time  and  for  a  longer  period  than  two  weeks. 
All  books  in  the  library  are  fourteen-day  books,  unless  otherwise 
designated,  and  cannot  be  renewed.  Persons  using  the  library  are 
urged  to  consult  the  librarian  and  assistants  in  all  matters  upon 
which  information  is  needed,  and  this  privUege  is  fully  appreciated. 
Reading  clubs  and  literary  societies  are  assisted  in  their  work,  and 
special  leading  lists  are  prepared  and  printed  for  their  use.     In  a 
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word,  the  public  library  endeavors  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
public,  as  far  as  its  resources  will  permit.  The  library  is  entirely 
supported  by  taxation,  the  appropriation  for  the  past  year  being 
$7,500  and  the  dog  tax,  the  amount  of  the  latter  being  $2,230.69. 
The  board  of  trustees  at  the  present  time  consists  of  the  following 
persons:  Charles  S.  Lincoln,  president;  Christopher  E.  Rymes, 
Dr.  Edward  C.  Booth,  Charles  H.  Brown,  Greorge  W.  Perkins, 
John  B.  Viall,  Charles  A.  West,  J.  Frank  Wellington  and  Charles 
W.  Sawyer.  John  S.  Hayes,  secretary  and  librarian,  died  March, 
1898,  and  was  succeeded  by  Sam.  Walter  Foss. 

Population,  1895,  52,200;  valuation,  $45,137,689;  volumes 
1898,  40,902;  circulation,  193,491. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 

The  Southampton  Social  Library  was  founded  in  1880.  Of  the 
founders  were  Mrs.  Samuel  Williston,  who  gave  $100,  and  Rev. 
Stephen  Clapp,  who  contributed  120  volumes.  Other  generous 
donations  of  books  have  been  received  from  Rev.  Rufus  Clapp, 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Swasey  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Bowles  of  Springfield. 
The  library  occupies  a  room  in  the  Sheldon  Academy  building. 
Until  the  present  year  (1898)  a  membership  fee  of  50  cents 
per  annum  has  been  required  for  the  use  of  books,  each  member 
being  entitled  to  one  book  a  week.  In  1897  there  were  thirty-three 
subscribers  for  the  year  and  twenty-eight  for  six  months.  The 
expenditures  amounted  to  about  $145.  The  town  has  annually 
appropriated  $100  for  library  support,  but  this  year  has  given 
$125,  it  having  been  voted  by  the  association  at  it^s  annual  meet- 
ing in  March  to  make  the  library  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  for  one  year,  in  the  hope  of  increasing  its  usefulness.  For 
several  years  past  teachers  in  the  public  schools,  whether  members 
of  the  association  or  not,  have  been  allowed  to  borrow  books  for 
use  in  their  work.  The  library  is  open  on  Saturday  afternoons 
from  2  to  4.30  in  winter  and  from  2.30  to  5  in  summer,  and  two 
Saturday  evenings  in  each  month  from  7.30  to  9.  Catalogues 
were  printed  in  1885,  1892  and  1897.  The  management  is  in  a 
board  of  officers  chosen  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association, 
held  the  last  Friday  in  March.  The  present  officers  are :  Frederick 
E.  Judd,  president;  Rufus  Lyman,  vice-president;  W.  A.  Par- 
sons, secretary  and  treasurer;  E.  W.  Birge,  C.  B.  Lyman,  F.  K. 
Sheldon,  Michael  Norris,  E*  R.  Swasey  and  Henry  Sheldon.  The 
librarian  is  Miss  Julia  B.  Strong. 

Population,  1895,  1,054;  valuation,  $500,035;  volumes,  1898, 
3,578;  circulation,  1,500,  estimated. 
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SOUTHBOBOUGH. 

The  Fay  Library  of  Southborough  was  founded  in  1852,  by  the 
gift  of  $500  from  the  Hon.  Francis  B.  Fay,  a  native  of  the  town. 
The  town  readily  complied  with  the  condition  imposed  by  the 
donor,  of  appropriating  $500  for  the  puipose.  April  20,  1870, 
Mr.  Fay  made  an  additional  gift  of  $1,000  to  the  library,  and  the 
income  of  the  $1,500  thus  given  is  now  available  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  One-half  of  the  dog  tax,  about  $160,  is  devoted 
to  the  library,  and  the  town  also  pays  all  expenses  except  for 
the  purchase  of  books.  A  room  is  provided  for  the  library  in  the 
town  house.  It  is  open  on  Wednesday  from  2  to  4  p.m.,  from 
September  to  July,  and  on  Saturday  from  2  to  4  and  6  to  8  p.m. 
in  winter,  and  from  5.80  to  8.30  in  summer.  A  catalogde  was 
published  in  1882,  and  a  supplement  in  1886.  A  new  catalogue 
is  in  preparation.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  $115. 
The  board  of  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  is  composed  of  fifteen 
persons :  Hon.  Francis  B.  Fay,  Rev.  Waldo  Burnett,  Rev.  Martin 
F.  Mevis,  W.  H.  Buck,  A.  £.  Bacon,  John  A.  Salmon,  Wesley 
A.  O'Leary,  Francis  Wright,  Philip  Harrington,  John  Stone, 
J.  Cronican,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Newton,  Mrs.  Dexter  Newton,  Mrs. 
W.  B.  Buck  and  Mrs.  Charles  Temple.  The  librarian  is  Miss 
Francena  £.  Buck. 

Population,  1895,  2,223;  valuation,  $1,684,270;  volumes, 
1898,  7,317;  circulation,  6,209. 

SOUTHBBIDGB. 

The  Southbridge  Public  Library  was  founded  in  1870,  in 
accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  town  at  its  annual  March  meeting. 
The  library  committee,  then  appointed,  organized  March  31,  1870, 
and  at  once  began  the  selection  and  purchase  of  books.  These 
books,  together  with  the  high  school  library  and  other  volumes 
contributed  by  citizens,  were  made  ready  for  public  delivery  Feb. 
4,  1871,  by  the  first  librarian,  Edwin  £mery,  temporary  rooms 
having  been  opened  for  that  purpose  in  Whitfoixl's  Block. 

Upon  the  oi^anization  of  the  library  committee,  in  1870,  Dr. 
Samuel  Hartwell  entered  into  correspondence  with  Holmes  Ammi- 
down,  of  New  York,  in  regard  to  a  library  building.  During  the 
year  1871  this  correspondence  resulted  in  the  erection  by  Mr. 
Ammidown  of  a  handsome  brick  block,  containing  fire-proof  rooms 
adapted  to  library  uses,  which  rooms  he  generously  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  town  for  its  perpetual  use.  The  conditions  upon 
which  this  gift  was  made  are  as  follows :  — 
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1.  That  the  main  room  (forty  by  twenty-seven  and  one-half  feet  area, 
two  stories,  fire-proof)  be  used  ^'for  the  purpose  of  keeping  and  main- 
taining a  public  library  therein,  and  that  the  two  smaller  rooms  be  used 
in  connection  with  said  library  as  it  may  be  found  convenient ;  or  for 
maintaining  therein  reading-rooms  or  a  Cabinet  or  collection  of  relics  or 
minerals  or  curiosities  or  works  of  art,  as  the  town  may  from  time 
to  time  elecU^^ 

2.  That  the  town  '*  keep  in  proper  repair  for  use  all  that  part  of  said 
building  which  it  uses  exclusively,^^  together  with  appurtenances,  *'  and 

•  pay  each  year  one-half  of  the  amount  of  all  taxes  assessed  on  said 
block." 

8.  That  the  rooms  be  kept  "  open  and  accessible  to  the  public  for 
their  appropriate  uses  during  at  least  eight  hours  of  every  day  except 
the  Sabbath  day  and  all  legal  holidays." 

4.  That  the  rooms  be  kept  **  properly  warmed  and  lighted,  and  in 
the  care  of  a  competent  person  while  open." 

5.  That  the  town  **  establish,  keep,  and  maintain  a  permanent  fund  of 
at  least  $10,000,  yielding  and  furnishing  an  annual  income  and  interest 
of  not  less  than  t700,  of  which  income  and  interest  $400  shall  be 
annually  used  and  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  said  library ; 
but  no  books  shall  be  purchased  from  such  income  which  are  partisan  in 
politics  or  denominational  or  sectarian  in  religion  " ;  and  $300  of  which 
income  shall  be  appropriated  "  either  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  said 

'library  and  the  preservation  thereof,  or  for  the  purchase  of  journals, 
periodicals,  newspapers,  and  reading  matter  for  a  reading-room  in  said 
block,  and  for  binding  and  preserving  the  same." 

The  issue  of  books  from  the  rooms  thus  secured  began  Jan.  1, 
1872,  under  the  care  of  the  second  librarian,  Miss  Carrie  R.  Stone. 
In  1878  Miss  A.  J.  Comins  was  appointed  librarian ;  after  devoted 
service,  she  resigned  the  position  in  1895,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Miss  Harriet  H.  Stanley.  The  town  elects  a  library  committee 
of  nine  persons  to  serve  three  yefirs,  three  members  being  elected 
each  year. 

About  800  volumes  from  the  private  library  of  Holmes  Am- 
midown  were  given  by  him  to  the  public  library  to  be  used  for 
reference  in  the  building.  This  collection  contains  a  considerable 
number  of  local  histories.  From  400  to  500  volumes  are  added* 
each  year.  In  1887  a  bequest  was  received  from  Mary  Mynott  of 
$1,000,  the  income  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  the  leading  re- 
view and  leading  religious  newspaper  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  of  books  of  good  moral  influence.  For  1898  the 
town  appropriated  $1,800  and  the  dog  tax,  $680.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  $1,000. 

Upon  the  establishment  of  the  library  there  was  opened  in 
connection  with  it  a  public  reading-room,  the  expense  of  which 
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was  for  a  few  years  provided  for  by  private  sabscription.  Fifty- 
two  different  periodicals  and  newspapers  are  now  subscribed  for, 
in  addition  to  which  a  considerable  number  are  regularly  received 
in  gifts.  Duplicate  copies  of  seven  of  the  best  periodicals  are 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  circulating  the  current  numbers.  In 
1897  two  additional  rooms  in  the  building  were  hired  for  the  use 
of  the  library.  One  of  these  serves  as  a  newspaper  reading-room, 
and  the  magazine  and  reference  room  is  made  more  convenient 
and  quiet  by  the  removal  of  the  newspapers.  Access  to  the  refer- 
ence books  is  enturely  unrestricted,  and  no  statistics  are  kept  of 
their  use. 

A  catalogue  of  the  library  was  printed  in  1876,  and  five  supple- 
ments have  been  issued.  Since  1895  a  yearly  list  of  additions  has 
been  appended  to  the  librarian's  report.  In  1892  a  card  catalogue 
was  begun,  of  dictionary  form.  A  printed  list  of  all  the  fiction  in 
the  library  was  issued  in  1896.  During  1897  the  classification  of 
the  library  according  to  the  decimal  system  was  undertaken,  and 
in  May,  1898,  the  first  class  list — of  travel  —  was  ready  for  dis- 
tribution. A  list  of  200  books  for  boys  and  girls  was  recently 
printed,  and  has  been  used  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  age 
limit  was  dropped  in  1895.  In  that  year  a  teacher's  meeting 
was  addressed  by  the  librarian  on  the  subject  of  co-operation 
between  the  schools  and  the  library,  and  the  teachers  were  pro- 
vided with  registration  slips  for  distribution  among  their  pupils. 
Teachers  have  for  a  number  of  years  been  allowed  to  take  six 
books  at  one  time  for  school  use,  to  be  kept  four  weeks  and  then 
renewed  if  desired.  Access  to  the  shelves  is  allowed  and  invited, 
except  in  the  case  of  fiction,  juveniles  and  French  books,  where 
lack  of  room  would  make  the  privilege  an  inconvenience.  The 
new  books  are  displayed  where  they  can  be  examined  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  any  one  interested.  A  selected  group  of  about  25  juvenile 
books  are  placed  where  children  can  choose  from  them.  Lists 
of  new  books  and  occasional  lists  on  special  subjects  have  kindly 
been  printed  by  the  local  newspapers.  The  two-book  system  was 
introduced  about  five  years  ago,  and  much  use  is  made  of  the 
privilege  of  drawing  two  books  at  a  time. 

A  museum  of  natural  history  and  articles  of  historic  interest  is 
connected  with  the  library.  A  large  part  of  the  collection  was 
contributed  by  Holmes  Ammidown.  The  museum  has  frequent 
visitors  and  is  much  enjoyed  by  the  school  children. 

The  present  trustees  are:  Clement  Begin,  Alexis  Boyer,  Jr.^ 
C.  C.  Bradford,  M.D.,  Fred.  £.  Corbin,  Rev.  John  B.  Drennan, 
George  Grant,  George  M.  Lovell,  Henry  B.  Montague  and  W.  G. 
Reed,  M.D.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Harriet  H.  Stanley. 
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PopulatioD,  1895,  8,250;  valaation,  $4,185,282;  volames, 
1898,  17,099;  circulation,  19,535,  of  which  about  49  per  cent, 
was  fiction,  20  per  cent,  juveniles  and  10  per  cent.  French  books. 

SOUTH  HADIiBY. 

South  Hadley  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts 
of  1890  in  1897,  and  was  supplied  by  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission  with  $100  worth  of  books,  as  the  nucleus  of  a  free 
library.     The  Free  Reading-room  Association  of  South  Hadley 
Falls  transferred  to  the  town  its  furniture  and  reading  matter,  and 
the  new  library  has  been  kept  in  two  depositories,  one  at  the 
Centre  and  one  at  the  Falls.     Rooms  were  given  free  of  rent  in 
each  locality,  for  the  use  of  the  library  and  reading-rooms,  and 
liberal  gifts  of  books  from  sundry  citizens  have  been  received. 
The  town  appropriated  $500  for  library  support.     The  principal 
gifts  of  books  were  18  volumes  from  the  Unitarian  Association,  25 
volumes  from  the  Swedenborgian  Printing  Society  of  New  York, 
215  volumes  from  Mrs.  Harriet  S.  C.  Smith,  50  volumes  from  the 
Young  Ladies  Benevolent  Society,  40  volumes  from  George  L. 
Taylor  of  Springfield,  30  volumes  from  John  L.  Matthews  of  New 
Haven,  etc.     The  Boys  Library  Association  gave  $46,  the  Hamp- 
shire Paper  Company  $50,  the  Carew  Manufacturing  Company 
$50,  Halsey  B.  Phiibrickof  Hartford  $100,  and  $200  was  received 
from  miscellaneous  donors.     Mre.  Elizabeth  Gaylord  gave  rent 
free  the  year's  use  of  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of  her  Main 
Street  block  at  the  Falls,  and  Elbridge  Spooner  gave  the  use 
of  a  photographic  studio  at  South  Hadley.     The  trustees  elect, 
nine  in  number,  are:    Charles  H.  Davenport,  Francis  E.  Hill, 
Cbas.  A.  Redout,  Miss  Sophia  Eastman,  Maurice  J.  Moriarty, 
Moritz  Thieme,  R.  Ogden  Dwight,  Miss  Elizabeth  Guylord  and 
Martin  J.  Judge.     The  librarians  are :  Miss  Carrie  E.  Bardwell  at 
South  Hadley  Falls,  and  Mrs.  John  Burnett  at  South  Hadley. 

Population,  1895,  4,443;  valuation,  $2,852,990;  volumes, 
1898,  3,000. 

SOUTHWICK. 

The  Southwick  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  for  use  in 
October,  1891.  It  received  from  the  State  $100  worth  of  books 
selected  by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  under  authority 
of  the  library  law  of  1890.  A  library  building  was  erected  by  the 
town  in  1892  at  a  cost  of  about  $3,000.  It  is  of  wood,  and  a 
room  in  it  is  utilized  for  the  meetings  of  town  oflSoers.  The  town 
annually  appropriates  $200  for  library  support.     A  reading-room 
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is  connected  with  the  library,  and  a  card  catalogue  is  in  prepara- 
tion. The  rooms  are  open  on  Wednesdays  from  7  to  8  p.m.,  and 
on  Saturdays  from  8  to  5  and  7  to  8  p.m.  The  yearly  cost  of  ad- 
ministration is  S50.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  are  given 
special  privileges  for  the  benefit  of  their  classes.  The  manage- 
ment is  in  the  hands  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  the 
present  board  consisting  of :  Chester  L.  Galpin,  Herbert  L.  Miller 
and  Rev.  H.  O.  Hannum.     W.  B.  Harding  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  961;  valuation,  *  $539,604;  volumes,  1898, 
1,170;  circulation,  1,300. 

SPBNOBR. 

The  foundation  of  a  public  library  for  the  town  of  Spencer  was 
laid  in  1857,  by  the  members  of  the  high  school,  who  formed  a 
Young  People's  Library  Association  for  the  benefit  of  the  school. 
A  year  later  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Spencer  Library  Asso- 
ciation, and  any  person  was  allowed  to  become  a  member  upon  the 
payment  of  an  annual  fee  of  $1.  The  Spencer  Agricultural 
Library  Association  was  formed  in  1862,  and  collected  something 
over  100  volumes;  but  in  1864,  these  were  turned  over  to  the 
Spencer  Library,  on  condition  that  the  members  of  the  association 
have  the  free  use  of  the  library  for  four  years,  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  books.  In  November,  1870,  the  Spencer  Library  Association 
made  a  proposition  to  turn  over  its  books  to  the  town,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  town  would  assume  the  indebtedness  of  the  association 
and  keep  the  books  in  good  condition.  This  proposition  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  dog  tax  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  library. 
The  present  annual  appropriation  is  $1 ,200  and  the  dog  tax,  amount- 
ing to  over  $500  more.  A  room  was  fitted  up  for  its  accommodation 
in  the  town  hall  building,  which  was  used  until  1889,  when  it  was 
removed  to  the  attractive  and  substantial  home  which  had  been  pro- 
vided for  it  by  the  liberality  of  Richard  Sugden,  a  prominent  manu- 
facturer of  the  town.  The  new  building,  which  was  designed  by 
Hon.  H.  6.  Wadlin,  is  of  brick,  with  freestone  trimmings.  It  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $30,000,  and  will  furnish  accommodations 
for  25,000  volumes,  besides  containing  a  fine  reading-room,  a  mu- 
seum and  other  conveniences.  It  is  called  the  ^^  Richard  Sugden 
Library."  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1889.  A  card  catalogue  is 
nearly  completed,  and  lists  of  new  books  received  are  printed  in  the 
local  papers.  The  library  is  open  week-days,  from  3  to  5  and  from 
6  to  8  P.M.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $900.  The  general 
management  is  vested  in  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  the 
present  board  consisting  of  Dr.  E.  R.  Wheeler,  Albert  W.  Curtis 
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and  Miss  Annie  E.  Tacker.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Nellie  A. 
Cutter. 

Population,    1895,    7,614;    valuation,    $4,202,356;    volumes, 
1898,  10,661 ;  circulation,  26,734. 

BPBINGFIBLD. 

The  City  Library  Association  of  Springfield  was  organized  to 
supply  a  great  public  need.     In  1855,  through  the  efforts  of  a  few 
intelligent  and  enterprising  citizens,  a  petition  was  circulated  and 
signed  by  twelve  hundred  people,  asking  for  the  establishment  of  a 
public  library.     The  city  government  favored  the  proposidon,  bat, 
as  the  appropriation  bill  for  the  year  had  been  passed,  no  action 
could  be  taken  upon  the  subject.     The  next  year  the  city  hall  was 
built,  and  the  city  government  decided  that  it  was  inexpedient  to 
make  an  appropriation  for  a  public  library,  in  view  of  the  heavy 
indebtedness  of  the  city.    Disappointed  in  this  direction,  the  friends 
of  the    enterprise  determined  to  make  a  vigorous  effort  for  the 
establishment  of  a  library  by  means  of  a  voluntary  association. 
For  this  purpose  the  City  Library  Association  was  organized  Nov. 
27,  1857.     The  members  of  two  existing  institutions,  the  Young 
Men's  Literary  Association  and  the  Young  Men's  Institnte,  united 
with  other  citizens  in  the  new  enterprise,  and  their  small  libraries 
were  made  over  to  the  new  organization.     A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  solicit  subscriptions  among  the  citizens,  a  considerable 
sum  was  raised,  and  accessions  were  made  to  the  library  by  dona- 
tions of  books. 

In  1 859  another  appeal  was  made  to  the  city  government.  The 
Hon.  W.  B.  Calhoun,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  recommended  in  his 
inaugural  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose,  and  argued  that,  ^*  in 
view  of  the  benefit  of  a  public  library  as  a  fruitful  source,  not  of 
the  ordinary  or  acknowledged  blessings  of  intelligence  merely,  but 
of  an  all-pervading  economy,  it  would  be  literally  an  institution  of 
saving."  But  the  city  government,  still  feeling  the  pressure  of 
its  debts,  declined  to  make  an  appropriation  for  a  library.  It 
consented,  however,  to  provide  a  room  in  the  city  hall  for  the  use 
of  the  association,  and  also  to  furnish  fuel  and  lights.  No  funds, 
however,  were  received  from  the  city  for  the  support  of  the  li- 
brary until  1864. 

In  1864  the  association  petitioned  the  city  government  for  an 
appropriation  to  supplement  the  yearly  subscriptions  of  |1,  which 
sum  was  charged  for  the  use  of  books,  and,  as  a  consideration  to 
the  city,  agreed  that  the  use  of  books  on  the  premises  should  be 
free  to  all.     The  city  government  responded  favorably  to  this 
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request,  and  from  1864  to  1870  appropriated  an  average  of  $1,600 
a  year. 

The  library  in  1870  contained  aboat  17,000  volames,  and  at 
least  $45,000  had  been  contributed  by  citizens  to  the  funds  of  the 
association.  It  was  therefore  apparent  that  it  had  become  an 
established  institution,  and  it  was  felt  that  provision  must  be  made 
for  its  permanent  accommodation  and  continued  growth.  The 
association  was  therefore  reorganized  under  a  new  charter,  which 
constituted  it  a  '^  corporation  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a 
library  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  the  promotion  of  intel- 
lectual improvement  in  the  city  of  Springfield."  The  corporation 
was  authorized  to  ^'  hold  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of 
$150,000  (since  increased  to  $300,000),  exclusive  of  the  books  in 
its  library,  and  the  collection  of  natural  history  and  works  of  art  in 
its  museum."  All  its  real  and  personal  estate  was  to  be  held  in 
trust  for  '^the  uses  and  purposes  appropriate  for  a  public  aud 
social  library  and  museum,  to  be  used  and  enjoyed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Springfield,  under  such  regulations  as  the  corporation 
might  from  time  to  time  prescribe ;  "  and  the  city  of  Springfield 
was  authorized  to  make  appropriations  for  its  maintenance  so  long 
as  the  corporation  ^^  allowed  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  free  access 
to  the  library  at  reasonable  hours  for  the  purpose  of  using  the 
same  on  the  premises."  The  ofiQcers  of  the  association,  consisting 
of  a  preilident,  vice-president  and  ten  directors  (since  increased  to 
eleven) ,  were  invested  with  the  entire  supervision  and  control  of 
the  library.  But  to  give  the  city  government  some  voice  directly 
in  its  management,  the  by-laws  were  subsequently  changed  so  that 
the  mayor  of  the  city,  the  president  of  the  common  council  and 
the  superintendent  of  schools  were  constituted,  ex  offlciisy  members 
of  the  board  of  directors.  It  was  provided  that  any  citizen  might 
become  a  member  of  the  corporation,  with  the  right  to  vote  at  the 
meetings,  on  payment  of  $50. 

The  rooms  hitherto  occupied  by  the  association  in  the  city  hall 
were  now  filled  to  overflowing,  and  the  necessity  for  more  commo- 
dious quarters  was  obvious ;  and,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  new 
organization,  a  lot  of  land  was  donated  by  Hon.  George  Bliss, 
with  a  subscription  in  addition  of  $10,000,  and  the  directors  voted 
at  once  to  proceed  to  obtain  further  subscriptions  and  plans  for  a 
building.  In  the  spring  of  1871  the  building  was  completed,  at  a 
cost  of  $100,000.  The  association  was  then  about  $25,000  in 
debt ;  but  this  amount  was  soon  raised,  and  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  1874  the  treasurer  reported  that  the  entire  debt  had  been  paid. 

This  building  in  its  extreme  size  is  one  hundred  feet  long  and 
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sixty-five  wide,  constracted  of  granite  to  the  height  of  the  water- 
table,  and  above  of  pressed  brick,  relieved  by  trimmings  of 
richly  cat  light  Ohio  freestone.  The  entrance  hall  is  twenty- 
five  feet  wide,  and  extends  from  the  front  to  the  rear  of  the 
building.  Opening  from  this  hall  on  the  right  is  the  maseam 
room,  now  the  delivery  room,  thirty  by  fifty  feet,  and  on  the  left 
is  the  reading-room  for  papers  and  periodicals.  The  main  library 
hall  is  on  the  second  floor.  It  occupies  the  entire  building  above 
the  first  floor,  extending  therefrom  to  the  oblong  dome,  fifty  feet 
in  height  of  clear  space,  surrounded  by  alcoves.  There  are  two 
galleries,  which  form  an  unbroken  connection  one  with  the  other, 
and  entirely  surround  the  library.  The  centre  is  used  for  a  gen- 
eral reading  and  reference  room.  This  hall  was  planned  by  the 
architects  to  contain  80,000  volumes. 

On  the  removal  of  the  library  to  the  new  building,  application 
was  made  to  the  city  for  an  increase  in  the  annual  appropriation, 
in  view  of  the  large  increase  in  the  current  expenses  of  the  associ- 
ation. They  were  able  to  present,  as  an  argument  to  enforce  this 
application,  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  funds  contributed  by  the 
association,  and  used  for  expenses,  or  invested  in  lands,  buildings 
or  books,  had  reached  the  sum  of  $185,000.  The  city  government 
responded  favorably  to  this  appeal,  and,  though  the  annual  appro- 
priations varied  from  year  to  year,  with  the  varying  exigencies  of 
the  city  and  the  varying  moods  of  the  officials,  the  average  annual 
appropriation  from  1870  to  1885  was  about  S6,000.  The  associ- 
ation also  had  an  income  during  this  period,  from  the  annual 
subscription  fees  of  SI  each  from  the  card  holders,  and  from  the 
interest  of  its  invested  funds,  aggregating  about  $2,000  a  year. 
The  importance  of  additional  endowment  funds  was  urged  upon 
the  public  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  directors.  The  desirable- 
ness of  making  the  library  entirely  free,  by  an  increased  appro- 
priation, was  also  presented,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  city 
government. 

In  1884  a  special  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  endowment 
funds.  A  plan  was  adopted  by  which  it  was  provided  that  all  sub- 
scriptions of  $5,000  and  upwards  might  be  separately  invested, 
and  the  fund  thus  created  be  known  by  the  name  designated  by  the 
donor,  and  the  annual  interest  from  such  fund  be  expended  for  the 
specific  department  of  the  library  indicated  by  the  donor.  Thus 
the  contributors  of  these  funds  were  enabled  to  secure  a  lasting 
memorial  of  themselves  or  their  friends,  while  at  the  same  time 
they  provided  for  a  regular  and  perpetual  growth  of  some  depart- 
ment of  the  library.     This  plan  met  with  approval,  and  $30,000 
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was  almost  immediately  subscribed.  Moreover,  a  legacy  of  $50,000 
was  received  from  the  Horace  Smith  estate  in  1894,  and  another 
of  $30,000  from  the  William  Merrick  estate  in  1896.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  movement  for  increased  endowment  funds,  a  more 
decided  effort  was  made  to  secure  an  increase  in  the  annual  city 
appropriation,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  library  entirely  free 
for  circulation,  as  well  as  in  its  reference  department.  The  sub- 
ject was  fully  presented  to  the  city  government  by  the  officers 
of  the  association,  and,  as  a  result,  an  additional  appropriation  of 
13,000  was  unanimously  voted  for  the  new  depai*ture. 

The  library  was  opened  to  the  public  as  a  free  library  on  the 
25th  of  May,  1885.  Its  success  was  beyond  the  expectations  of 
its  most  sanguine  friends.  The  number  of  card  holders  increased 
during  the  year  from  1,100  to  over  7,000,  and  the  circulation  of 
books  from  41,000  to  154,000.  The  result  was  so  satisfactory 
that  the  association  easily  secured  a  further  addition  to  the  appro- 
priation in  1886,  and  it  received  from  the  city  this  year  (1898), 
including  the  dog  tax,  the  sum  of  $26,624. 

The  interest  of  the  endowment  fund  is  appropriated  to  the  par- 
chase  of  books  for  the  reference  department  of  the  library,  which 
is  rapidly  increasing  in  value.  In  architecture,  decoration  and 
design,  in  general  science  and  the  application  of  science  to  the 
various  industries,  in  politics  and  social  science,  in  medicine, 
philosophy  and  theology,  abundant  material  can  now  be  furnished 
to  the  student  for  the  acquisition  of  general  information,  or  for  the 
more  careful  and  thorough  investigation  of  special  topics.  Ar- 
rangements are  made  for  the  use  of  the  library  in  connection  with 
the  public  schools,  and  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  A 
special  card  is  issued  to  each  teacher,  on  which  six  books  may  be 
taken  out  at  once.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  this  provision 
refers  exclusively  to  books  on  educational  topics,  and  such  works 
as  can  be  advantageously  used  in  their  classes  in  the  schools.  To 
aid  in  the  researches  of  the  pupils,  lists  of  books  specially  adapted 
to  school  purposes  have  been  printed,  and  furnished  to  the  teach- 
ers. These  lists  are  designed  to  aid,  not  to  supersede,  the  efforts 
of  the  students  to  find  for  themselves  what  they  need  to  consult. 
The  teachers  in  the  schools  are  also  encouraged  to  furnish  the 
librarians  with  lists  of  topics  to  which  the  attention  of  the  pupil 
is  to  be  directed  from  time  to  time,  and  they  are  thus  enabled 
to  select  the  best  works  for  the  purpose  contemplated,  and  have' 
them  ready  for  use  without  loss  of  time.  Arrangements  are  made 
to  provide  for  teachers  and  pupils  works  for  reading  or  for  refer- 
ence, both  on  the  special  topics  of  study  in  the  schools  and  in 
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advanced  courses  of  study  in  connection  with  school  work.  Books 
on  these  lines  are  carefully  selected  and  placed  on  open  8heh*es 
in  the  reading-room,  well  marked,  where  students  can  have  ready 
access  to  them.  The  same  course  is  followed  with  study  clubs 
outside  of  the  schools,  but  not  to  so  large  an  extent.  When  ad- 
ditional help  is  required,  it  is  given  by  personal  research  or  aid  on 
application  at  the  reference  desk. 

A  catalogue  was  published  in  1871,  when  the  library  was  trans- 
feri*ed  to  the  new  building,  and  a  supplement  was  printed  in  1879. 
A  card  catalogue  has  been  continued  from  1879  to  the  present 
time.  These  catalogues  are  all  on  the  same  plan.  The  books  are 
entered  under  the  author  and  title,  and  there  is  also  an  incorpora- 
tion, in  a  single  alphabetical  series,  of  subjects  as  well  as  authors 
and  titles.  This  classification  of  subjects  has  been  applied  quite 
extensively  to  scientific,  philosophical  and  theological  works ;  and 
at  the  same  time  copious  cross-references  have  preserved  all  the 
advantages  of  the  dictionary  system.  A  card  catalogue  of  books 
in  the  juvenile  department  has  also  been  prepared  for  the  use  of 
the  young  people,  and  is  highly  appreciated.  A  monthly  paper, 
called  the  ^^  Library  Bulletin,"  is  published  under  the  supervisioQ 
of  the  librarian.  This  publication  contains  the  list  of  new  books 
for  the  mouth,  and  also  critical  notices  of  books,  lists  of  books  on 
special  topics,  and  various  other  valuable  literary  matter,  and  is 
supplied  gratuitously  to  the  patrons  of  the  library. 

The  number  of  persons  holding  cards  entitling  them  to  draw 
books.  May  1,  1897,  was  21,338,  and  the  number  of  books  taken 
from  the  library  and  given  out  for  reference  in  the  reference  room 
the  past  year  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  176,146  volumes. 
The  number  added  the  last  year  was  3,679.  The  reading-room 
is  well  supplied  with  newspapers,  magazines  and  i*eviews.  The 
museum  of  art  and  natural  history  is  open  to  the  public  daily, 
and  is  used  in  connection  with  the  study  of  art  and  of  natural 
science  in  the  schools.  The  regular  library  force  consists  of  a 
librarian,  thirteen  assistants,  a  janitor  and  a  watchman.  In  addi- 
tion to  these,  a  dozen  boys  are  employed  by  the  hour  during  a 
portion  of  each  day.  The  amount  paid  in  salaries  last  year  was 
$11,300.  The  library  is  open,  except  on  legal  holidays,  on  week- 
days from  10  A.M.  to  9  p.m.,  and  on  Sundays  from  1  to  6  p.m. 

During  the  past' three  years  the  art  and  science  departments  of 
the  association  have  sprung  into  new  life,  and  are  now  very  vala- 
able  adjuncts  to  the  educational  work  of  the  library.  Nothing  has 
contributed  so  much  to  this  result  as  the  acquisition  of  the  GU^orge 
Walter  Vincent  Smith  collection,  consisting  of  paintings  in  oil  and 
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water  color,  bronzes,  arms  and  armor,  cloissonn^  enamels,  jades, 
porcelains,  antique  wood  and  ivory  carvings,  Chinese  and  Japanese 
curios  of  rarest  pattern,  antique  furniture  and  costumes,  illumi- 
nated missals,  rich  stuffs,  embroideries  and  laces,  and  rare  bric-^- 
brac  of  a  varied  nature,  to  the  collection  of  which  Mr.  Smith, 
aided  by  a  natural  taste  for  art  and  unusual  opportunities  for 
study  and  observation  among  the  art  centres  of  Europe,  has  de- 
voted over  thirty  years  of  his  life.  This  valuable  collection  is 
now  artistically  arranged  in  the  nine  galleries  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  new  art  building,  which  was  constructed  under  Mr.  Smith's 
personal  supervision,  with  funds  amounting  to  about  $100,000, 
contributed  by  generous  citizens  of  Springfield.  The  building  was 
opened  to  the  public  April  16,  1895.  It  stands  on  high  ground, 
immediately  adjacent  to  the  library  building,  and  has  a  front  facing 
Chestnut  Street  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  and  a  depth  of  sev- 
enty feet.  It  is  built  of  buff  Pompeian  brick,  the  ornamental  por- 
tion being  of  Perth  Amboy  terra  cotta.  The  first  story  is  devoted 
to  the  natural  history  museum,  and  has  also  two  lecture  rooms, 
with  seating  capacity  of  275  and  100  respectively,  so  arranged 
that  they  can  be  thrown  into  one.  It  has  also  a  small  parlor 
and  ladies'  lavatory.  I'he  second  story  contains  the  art  galleries 
and  art  library.  Before  the  construction  of  the  art  museum  the 
natural  history  collection  occupied  the  large  room  on  the  first  floor 
in  the  general  library  building ;  but  since  its  removal  to  the  new 
art  building  the  delivery  work  of  the  circulating  department  has 
been  moved  into  the  room  so  vacated,  an  arrangement  which  has 
contributed  in  a  marked  degree  not  only  to  ease  of  administration, 
but  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  all  the  patrons  of  the  library. 
The  growth  of  the  science  and  natural  history  departments  has 
been  so  rapid  in  the  past  two  years  that  the  present  quarters  in 
the  art  museum  are  already  outgrown,  and  again  the  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Springfield  have  come  to  its  aid  in  a  subscnption  of 
$25,000  for  the  erection  of  a  building  especially  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  the  science  department.  This  building  will  be  erected 
on  land  now  owned  by  the  association  in  the  coming  spring  and 
summer ;  and  when  completed  the  large  room  now  occupied  as  a 
natural  history  museum  in  the  art  building  will  be  used  as  a  gallery 
for  artistic  plaster  casts,  the  money  for  which  was  bequeathed  to 
the  association  by  the  late  Horace  Smith. 

The  will  of  the  Hon.  D.  A.  Wells  the  economist,  proved  in 
November,  1898,  leaves  one- third  of  his  residuary  estate  to  the 
city  library  of  Springfield,  as  a  fund,  half  of  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  in  buying  economic  works,  and  these,  with  Mr.  Wells' 
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private  library,  which  is  given  to  the  iDstitntion,  are  to  be  called 
the  *'  David  A.  Wells  Economic  Library." 

Daring  the  past  year  the  association  has  sustained  a  great  loss 
in  the  death  of  its  able  and  mach-beloved  librarian,  Dr.  Wm.  Bice. 
His  enthasiastic  and  devoted  labor  of  thirty-six  years  carried  the 
library  from  aboat  6,800  to  over  99,000  volumes,  and  made  of  it 
the  most  important  institution  of  its  kind  in  western  Massachusetts. 
John  Cotton  Dana,  the  accomplished  and  well-known  librarian  of 
Denver,  Col.,  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  Dr.  Rice's 
death,  entered  upon  his  duties  early  in  Januaiy,  1898.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  officera  of  the  City  Library  Association :  James  A. 
Rumrill,  president;  John  Olmsted,  vice-president;  Henry  H. 
Bowman,  treasurer;  John  Cotton  Dana,  clerk.  The  board  of 
directors:  John  B.  Stebbins,  Luke  Corcoran,  Samuel  Bowles, 
Nathan  D.  Bill,  George  S.  Merriam,  William  H.  Haile,  G.  W.  V. 
Smith,  Frederick  H.  Gillette,  Henry  S.  Lee,  James  W.  Kirkham, 
Henry  J.  Beebe,  and  the  mayor,  president  of  the  common  council 
and  superintendent  of  schools,  ex  officns.  Librarian,  John  Cotton 
Dana;  assistants,  Alice  Sbepard,  Mary  Medlicott,  Julia  E.  Smith, 
C.  Belle  Woodman,  A.  Louise  Morton,  William  C.  Stone,  Ida  F. 
Farrar,  Grace  Ashley,  Ida  M.  Taylor,  Jessie  M.  Harwood.  Cu- 
rator of  thb  art  museum,  George  Walter  Vincent  Smith ;  curator  of 
the  museum  of  natural  history,  William  Orr,  Jr.* 

Population,  1895,  51,522;  valuation,  $62,662,605;  volumes, 
1898,  99,557;  circulation,  176,146. 


STBBLINa. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  a  Social  Library  was 
organized  in  Sterling,  and  did  valuable  service  until  1852,  when 
its  books  were  sold  at  public  auction.  In  1857  an  Agricultural 
Library  was  established,  and  grew  to  nearly  200  volumes,  when  it 
was  turned  over  to  the  town  library. 

The  town  at  its  annual  meeting,  March  6,  1871,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Conant  Free  Public  Library  by  appropriating  $300  for 
the  purchase  of  books,  and  choosing  a  library  committee.  Gifts 
of  books  were  received  from  A.  K.  Loring  of  Boston  and  C.  B. 
Kendall  of  New  York,  and  donations  of  money  from  natives  of 
the  town,  as  follows :  from  James  T.  Allen  of  New  York,  $300 ; 
from  Dr.  William  F.  Holcombe  of  New  York,  $100 ;  from  Rev. 
George  Putnam,  D.D.,  of  Roxbury,  $100;   from  Dr.  Putnam's 

*  Prepared  bj  Dr.  Wm.  Rioe;  reylsed  to  date  by  J.  ▲.  Bamrill,  president  of  the 
association. 
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daughter,  Miss  Caroline  E.  Patnam,  $2,000,  to  be  kept  as  a  per- 
manent fund,  the  income  from  which  is  available  for  the  purchase 
of  books ;  from  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester,  $500,  to  be  kept 
at  interest  under  the  name  of  the  Elizabeth  Anne  Conant  Fund, 
in  honor  of  his  deceased  daughter,  the  income  therefrom  being 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books.  Subsequently,  in  1885,  Mr. 
Conant,  as  a  memorial  to  his  daughter,  erected  the  library  build- 
ing, at  a  cost  of  $6,000,  and  it  was  dedicated  Oct.  18,  1886.  It 
is  of  brick  with  marble  trimmings,  containing  the  library  in  the 
second  story  and  town  offices  and  a  reading  and  antiquarian  room 
in  the  first  story.  In  1895  a  bequest  of  $3,000  from  Rev.  Josiah 
Kendall  Waite  became  available  and  the  library  has  now,  with  the 
stipulated  annual  appropriation  by  the  town  of  $50,  an  assured 
income  of  $350.     Of  this,  $150  is  required  for  running  expenses. 

The  library  was  catalogued  in  1888,  and  accessions  are  published 
in  the  annual  town  reports.  The  library  honrs  are  from  1  to  5 
and  7  to  9  p.m.,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays.  Over  thirty  of  the 
best  periodicals  are  loaned  after  ten  days'  service  on  the  reading 
table,  and  the  latest  books  of  reference  are  accessible.  Teachers 
are  allowed  to  take  any  books  for  use  in  school  for  as  long  a  time 
as  required.  The  libraiy  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees, 
chosen  by  vote  of  the  town,  two  annually  for  three  yeai^,  the 
present  board  being:  Geo.  Ezra  Kendall,  chairman;  Fred  H. 
Bates,  Edward  P.  Bartlett,  Arthur  H.  Sawyer,  Ralph  H.  Hosmer 
and  Miss  Fannie  Stevenson,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Miss  Mary 
Dandridge  Peck  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,218;  valuation,  $867,020;  volumes,  1898, 
6,000;  circulation,  6,200. 

STOOKBRIDGB. 

The  literary  taste,  in  which  this  town  has  never  been  lacking, 
found  general  expression  in  1790,  in  the  establishment  of  a  public 
library,  which  survived  until  1822.  It  was  supplemented  at  va- 
rious times  by  a  ^^  Lending  Society,"  reading  clubs  and  kindred 
associations,  mostly  for  larger  acquaintance  with  the  journals  — 
home  and  foreign  —  of  the  day.  In  1814  another  library  associ- 
ation was  formed  at  Curtisville,  and,  later  still,  a  juvenile  library 
on  the  Plain.  But  the  consummation  of  public  desire  in  this 
direction  was  attained  in  1862.  In  March  of  that  year,  Nathan 
Jackson  of  New  York,  born  in  Tyringham  and  educated  at  Stock- 
bridge,  in  testimony  of  a  grateful  remembrance  thereof,  made  a 
donation  of  $2,000  for  a  public  library,  provided  that  the  citizens 
would  add  another  $1 ,000,  and  erect  a  suitable  building.    Although 
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the  parses  of  the  community  were  at  that  time  heavily  depleted  by 
the  expenses  and  burdens  of  the  war,  such  was  the  desire  to  secure 
the  proffered  boon  that  the  conditional  sum  was  nearly  doubled, 
besides  400  contributed  volumes.  Mrs.  Frances  F.  Dwight  gave 
a  corner  lot  for  the  site,  and  Hon.  John  Z.  Groodrich  erected  a  build- 
ing. It  is  about  forty  feet  square,  built  of  stone,  and  cost  about 
$6,000.  In  July,  1864,  its  doors  were  opened  to  the  public,  with 
8,000  volumes  upon  the  shelves.  One-half  of  Mr.  Jackson's  gift 
was  invested  in  a  permanent  fund  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and 
now  amounts  to  Si, 300.  Later  bequests  are:  $500  received  from 
Miss  Maria  B.  Sedgwick  and  $1,000  from  Miss  Jeanie  Pomeroy. 
The  town  appropriates  annually  $850,  besides  the  dog  tax,  about 
$300.  The  library  has  proved  a  priceless  blessing  to  the  schools 
and  to  the  whole  population.  It  is  open  every  secular  afternoon, 
and  during  Wednesday  and  Saturday  evenings.  It  has  a  card 
catalogue,  and  a  catalogue  was  printed  in  1879.  Lists  of  acces- 
sions are  also  occasionally  issued.  A  few  volumes  remaining 
from  the  school  distiict  libraries  have  found  their  way  to  its 
shelves.  This  librai*y  very  early  adopted  the  liberal  plan  of  allow- 
ing the  public  free  access  to  the  books  on  the  shelves.  There 
is  a  special  department  for  cyclopsedias  and  reference  books. 
A  special  delivery  is  made  to  one  of  the  villages  of  the  town, 
there  are  also  generous  arrangements  for  the  schools,  and  the 
librarian  is  active  in  encouraging  and  aiding  in  the  use  of  the  books 
those  asking  for  information.  The  management  is  in  the  hands 
of  tlie  Stockbridge  Library  Association,  which  annually  elects  a 
^' board  of  control,"  consisting  of  seven  citizens.  The  present 
members  are:  Frederick  S.  Aymar,  F.  Hoffmann,  D.  A.  Kimball, 
Alfred  W.  Rogers,  H.  D.  Sedgwick,  R.  C.  Stetson  and  Mrs.  S.  B. 
Cone.  Miss  Caroline  P.  Wells  is  librarian,  and  the  annual  cost 
of  administration  is  about  $500. 

Population,  1895,  2,077;  valuation,  $3,373,341;  volumes, 
1898,  7,613;    circulation,  8,625. 

8TONBHAM. 

The  movement  for  the  establishment  of  the  Stoneham  Free 
Public  Library  originated  in  the  winter  of  1858,  Mrith  several  gen- 
tlemen who  believed  that  a  free  public  library  would  offer  greater 
benefit  to  the  community  than  the  three  or  four  small  society  libra- 
ries that  had  before  that  date  existed.  At  the  annual  town  meeting 
in  March,  1859,  it  was  voted,  **  That  a  free  public  library  be  estab- 
lished for  the  free  use  of  each  citizen  who  shall  become  a  legal 
voter  of  Stoneham,  and  $300  be  granted  for  that  purpose."     A 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  349 

board  of  trustees  was  chosen,  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements, 
purchase  books,  procure  suitable  rooms,  and  frame  rules  and  reg- 
ulations for  the  future  management  of  the  library.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  trustees,  held  March  17,  1859,  "The  Young  Ladies'  Circle  " 
presented  to  the  library  its  entire  collection  of  300  volumes ;  at  a 
subsequent  meeting,  "The  Philomathean  Society"  contributed  90 
volumes;  and  "The  Social  Library  Association"  voted  to  loan 
its  entire  collection,  of  nearly  600  volumes,  together  with  its  fund 
of  $100,  to  be  held  in  trust.  To  these  generous  contributions  the 
town  and  various  individuals  added  about  500  volumes  the  first 
year,  and  the  success  of  the  library  was  assured.  In  1864  "  The 
Agricultural  Library"  presented  its  collection  of  130  volumes,  and 
in  1885  the  library  received  a  donation  of  $230  from  Hon.  John 
Hill.  The  annual  appropriation  is  S400  and  the  dog  tax.  The 
library  is  provided  with  rooms  in  a  business  block,  known  as 
Chase's  Block,  in  Central  Square.  An  effort  is  made  to  increase 
the  usefulness  of  the  library  to  the  schools  by  the  publication  of 
lists  of  books  intended  to  assist  the  pupils  in  their  studies.  Cata- 
logues were  published  in  1866,  1878  and  1896.  The  library  is 
open  Wednesday  and  Saturday  from  2  to  5  and  from  6  to  9  p.m. 
The  present  board  of  trustees  is  composed  of :  Sarah  A.  Lynde, 
Cora  Dyke,  Frank  Bryant,  G.  A.  Hinchcliffe  and  G.  A.  Richard- 
son.    Mrs.  Manila  H.  Boyce  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  6,284;  valuation,  $4,039,538;  volumes, 
1898,  8,660;  circulation,  20,145. 

STOUGHTOir. 

The  Stoughton  Public  Libi*ary  was  established  by  vote  of  the 
town  in  April,  1873,  and  the  d(^  tax  appropnated  towards  its 
support.  Two  or  three  attempts  had  previously  been  made  to 
establish  a  public  library,  without  success.  A  small  agricultural 
library,  which  existed  at  the  time,  was  turned  over  to  the  town. 
The  library  has  been  supported  by  the  annual  appropriation  of 
the  dog  tax,  $668  last  year.  The  only  other  means  it  has  pos- 
sessed is  a  permanent  fund  of  $300.  The  Hon.  Henry  L.  Pierce 
left  to  the  town  $25,000,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for 
the  purchase  of  books ;  it  is  expected  that  the  income  will  be  avail- 
able this  year  (1898).  A  reading  and  a  book  room  are  provided 
in  the  town  house,  and  they  have  been  conveniently  and  hand- 
somely fitted  up  and  furnished  by  the  ladies  of  the  town.  The 
library  contains  about  500  volumes  which  were  a  gift  from  Lucius 
Clapp  of  Stoughton.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  are 
given  the  privilege  of  taking  an  extra  number  of  books  from  the 
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library  for  the  use  of  the  scholars,  and  some  of  the  books  are  al- 
lowed to  remain  permanently  in  the  high  school  room.  A  printed 
catalogue  was  Issued  in  1886,  and  a  supplement  in  1889 ;  lists  of 
accessions  are  also  published  from  time  to  time  in  the  local  paper. 
The  library  is  open  every  evening  from  7  to  9,  and  Saturday  after- 
noon from  3  to  5.30.  A  branch  is  supported  at  North  Stonghton. 
The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  t350.  The  management  is 
vested  in  a  board  of  six  trustees,  chosen  in  the  usual  manner  by  the 
town.  The  present  members  are :  Wales  French,  £.  A.  Jones, 
Michael  F.  Powers,  Christopher  Farrell,  Walter  R.  Swan  and 
Samuel  Paul.     Miss  Mattie  S.  Hussey  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895, 5,272 ;  valuation,  $3,000,563 ;  volumes,  1898, 
6,573;  circulation,  24,118. 

STOW. 

Previous  to  1894  the  only  public  library  in  Stow  was  one  estab- 
lished at  Rock  Bottom  in  1879,  and  supported  by  subscriptions, 
the  annual  membership  fee  being  $1.  It  now  possesses  940  vol- 
umes, but  since  tbe  establishment  of  the  free  librai-y  in  1894,  and 
the  opening  of  a  delivery  station  at  Gleasonville,  where  books  are 
received  once  a  week,  this  subscription  library  has  lost  its  patrons 
and  is  closed. 

John  Witt  Randall,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  a  former  resident  of 
Stow,  indicated  his  intention  to  provide  a  library  building  for  the 
town,  but  died  before  he  had  embodied  this  intent  in  bis  will.  His 
sister.  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  carried  out  his  well-known 
wishes  by  presenting  to  the  town  a  handsome  structure  of  brick, 
which  cost  about  $12,500,  adding  to  this  gift  as  a  permanent  fund 
for  the  support  of  a  free  library  a  further  sum  of  912,500.  The 
annual  income  derived  is  $500,  and  the  town  contributes  nothing 
to  aid  the  library.  The  capacity  of  the  building  is  about  20,000 
volumes.  Besides  the  books,  other  gifts  of  particular  interest  are : 
a  punch  bowl  once  in  possession  of  Samuel  Adams,  of  revolu- 
tionary fame;  busts  of  Holmes  and  Emerson,  and  portraits  of 
members  of  the  Randall  family. 

The  library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  from  3  to  5.80  and  7  to  9 
P.M.,  and  on  Saturdays  from  2  to  5.30  and  7  to  9  p.m.  A  reading- 
room  is  connected  with  it.  No  catalogue  has  been  printed  since 
1894.  Teachers  are  allowed  a  large  number  of  books  for  use  in 
their  school  rooms.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $200  per  annum. 
Three  trustees  are  elected  by  the  town,  the  present  board  consisting 
of:  Henry  Gates,  Lewis  Parks  and  Alfred  D.  Gleason.  Mrs. 
Susan  M.  Lawrence  is  librarian. 
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'B^qiusl  of  George  B.  Hvde. 
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Population,  1895,  920;  valaation,  (671,825;  volumes,  1898, 
8,149;  circulation,  9,000,  estimated. 


STUBBBIDaH. 

Several  small  subscription  and  social  libraries  were  united  in 
1878  to  form  the  Sturbridge  Public  Library,  when  the  largest  of 
these,  the  Quinebaug  Library  Association,  founded  in  1850,  gave 
its  collection  of  470  volumes  to  the  town,  on  condition  that  the 
town  should  appropriate  not  less  than  $100  annually  for  its  increase 
and  support,  and  the  proper  accommodation  of  the  public.  It  was 
opened  free  to  the  public  July  28,  1878,  and  since  that  time  it  has 
been  supported  entirely  by  town  appropriations.  The  sum  of  $100 
and  the  dog  tax  is  annually  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  library, 
and  some  years  an  extra  $100  is  voted  for  the  purchase  of  new 
books. 

The  Quinebaug  Library  had  been  kept  in  various  places,  but 
when  it  came  into  the  town's  possession,  the  selectmen's  room  in 
the  town  house  was  fitted  for  its  reception.  Soon  outgrowing  its 
quarters,  it  was  removed  in  1879  to  the  upper  story  of  the  school- 
house,  where  it  remained  until  the  present  sumptuous  accommoda- 
tions were  prepared  for  it.  The  Joshua  Hyde  Public  Library 
building  was  dedicated  July  22,  1897.  It  is  a  gift  from  George 
B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  a  native  of  Sturbridge,  and  is  a  memorial  to 
his  father,  whose  name  is  placed  over  the  door.  This  building  is 
situated  on  the  brow  of  a  rocky  hill  at  the  west  end  of  the  common. 
It  is  one  story  in  height,  built  of  cream  colored  brick  with  white 
marble  trimmings,  in  colonial  style  of  architecture,  and  cost 
$10,000.  The  interior  is  tastefully  finished  in  oak,  and  forms  in 
efifect  one  large  room,  fifty  by  twenty- three  feet,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  the  librarian's  desk.  Its  capacity  is  about  10,000  volumes, 
the  shelving  occupying  the  northerly  division  of  the  room  in  rear 
of  the  librarian's  desk,  and  a  gallery  around  it.  Five  hundred 
volumes  from  Mr.  Hyde's  own  collection  were  added  to  the  library, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  6.  Wight  of  Brookfield  presented  it 
with  800  books,  besides  valuable  articles  of  furniture  and  adorn- 
ment. Mr.  Hyde's  wise  generosity  also  provided  a  fund  of 
$10,000,  placed  in  the  hands  of  six  trustees  appointed  by  him, 
the  income  of  which  is  reserved  for  the  purchase  of  books. 

There  is  a  weekly  delivery  at  Fiskdale,  an  outlying  manufact- 
uring village  of  the  town.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  are 
allowed  to  draw  not  exceeding  six  books  at  one  time  for  use  in 
their  schools,  and  a  very  general  use  is  made  of  this  privilege. 
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A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1884,  and  annual  supplementfi  since 
1887.  The  library  is  open  from  2  to  4  p.m.  Wednesdays,  and 
from  2  to  4  and  from  6  to  8  p.m.  Saturdays.  The  cost  of  admin- 
istration is  $125.  It  is  managed  by  a  committee  of  nine,  chosen 
by  the  town  in  the  usual  manner.  The  pi*esent  members  are: 
Charles  V.  Corey,  Levi  B.  Chace,  Alvin  B.  Chamberlain,  Melvin 
Shepard,  Emery  L.  Bates,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Wight,  Miss  Julia  E. 
Hyde,  John  F.  Hebard  and  F.  A.  Whittemore.  Miss  Emily  M* 
Haynes  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,910;  valuation,  $964,159  ;  volumes,  5,000; 
circulation,  4,840. 

SUDBITBY. 

The  Goodnow  Library  in  Sudbui-y  was  founded  by  a  bequest  of 
$20,000  from  John  Goodnow  of  Boston,  who  was  a  native  of  Sud- 
bury. He  also  bequeathed  three  acres  of  land  and  $2,500  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  building  for  the  library.  These  bequests 
were  accepted  by  the  town  April  7,  1862.  The  library  is  wholly 
free  to  all  the  inhabitants  over  twelve  years  of  age,  but  the  town 
makes  no  appropriation  for  it,  and  the  purchase  of  books  and  all 
other  expenses  are  defrayed  from  the  annual  income  of  the  fund, 
which  amounts  to  about  $800.  The  neat  brick  library  building  was 
erected  in  1860,  at  an  expense  of  $4,000,  with  a  capacity  of  about 
15,000  volumes.  An  addition,  costing  $6,000  was  built  in  1894. 
A  mineralogical  collection  has  been  begun,  under  direction  of  Pro- 
fessor Barton  of  the  Institute  of  Technology,  a  native  of  Sudbury. 
Teachei's  are  allowed  the  use  of  books  to  be  read  in  connection 
with  their  school  studies,  and  an  effort  is  made  to  make  the  library 
useful  to  the  schools  in  all  ways.  The  leading  magazines  are 
taken,  and  are  issued  for  home  circulation  in  the  same  manner  as 
bound  volumes.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1887,  and  occasional 
bulletins  are  issued.  The  library  is  open  Wednesday  and  Satur- 
day from  2  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  $187. 
A  board  of  three  trustees  is  chosen  by  the  town,  the  present  mem- 
bers of  which  are :  H.  H.  Brown,  E.  A.  Powers  and  H.  N.  Eaton. 
They  were  paid  $57  for  their  services  in  1897.  Mrs-  Alice  E. 
Rice  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,141;  valuation,  $1,234,040;  volumes, 
1898,  15,000;  circulation,  11,706,  made  up  as  follows:  bound 
volumes,  8,125;  magazines,  8,581. 

SUNDBBIiAND. 

The  Sunderland  Library  was  established  in  1869,  as  the  result 
of  donations  of  $500  each  from  Ruf us  R.  and  E.  Augustus  Graves, 
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natives  of  this  town,  but  then  residents  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  To 
these  sums  were  added  $500  by  Alvin  J.  Johnson  of  New  York, 
publisher  of  ^^  Johnson's  Cyclopaedia,''  who  at  that  time  had  a 
summer  home  in  this  town,  and  9200  given  by  Horace  Greeley  as 
a  premium  for  being  the  first  town  in  the  United  States  to  report 
the  growth  of  at  least  two  gitipe  vines  on  each  homestead.  Thus 
equipped,  an  ante-room  in  the  town  hall  was  fitted  for  use  as  a 
library  by  the  town,  and  about  1,000  books  purchased  with  the 
available  funds,  which  were  nearly  exhausted.  The  remnants  of 
a  social  library  were  absorbed  at  this  time.  For  the  first  eight 
years  of  its  history,  accessions  were  few  and  meagre.  R.  R. 
Graves  died  in  1876,  and  the  next  year  a  bequest  of  S2,000  was 
received  from  the  executor  of  his  will.  That  sum  has  remained 
intact,  and,  with  smaller  amounts  from  other  sources,  the  fund  now. 
belonging  to  the  library  amounts  to  $2,200.  In  1887,  more  com- 
modious quarters  having  become  an  imperative  necessity,  the  town 
added  another  room,  at  an  expense  of  $100.  In  November,  1898, 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  aided  the  library,  under  au- 
thority of  the  Acts  of  1892,  with  $100  worth  of  books.  The 
refunded  dog  tax  is  appropriated  annually  by  the  town,  which, 
with  other  sources  of  revenue,  makes  a  total  of  about  $200  for 
library  uses.  The  heirs  of  Mrs.  Judith  Montague  Cooke  have 
given  the  sum  of  $1,000,  to  be  used  in  aid  of  the  erection  of  a 
library  building.  The  town  has  bought  a  site  and  appropriated 
$500  for  such  a  building,  and  other  contributions  are  promised. 
It  is  proposed  to  erect  a  fire-proof  structure  of  brick,  to  cost  about 
$5,000. 

The  library  is  free  to  all  inhabitants  of  the  town  over  eight  years 
of  age.  This  is  noticeable  as  the  age  limit  stated  in  the  regulations 
of  most  libraries  is  twelve  years.  The  books  desired  by  children 
of  from  eight  to  twelve  years  are  expensive,  on  account  of  fine 
illustrations,  and  are,  moreover,  the  books  that  i*eceive  the  severest 
usage.  As  to  the  cost  of  this  favor  there  is  no  question,  and  as 
to  its  wisdom,  opinion  is  divided.  The  library  is  quite  freely  used 
for  reference  by  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools,  by  members  of 
the  various  literary  and  religious  societies  of  the  town,  and  by  other 
individuals.  The  public  school  pupils  in  the  out  districts  are  all 
transported  to  the  centre,  and  through  them  many  families  at  a 
distance  have  the  privileges  of  the  library.  It  is  open  on  Mondays 
from  4  to  5  and  from  7  to  8.80  p.m.  ;  also  at  the  noon  hour  on 
Monday  during  the  school  year.  The  librarian  accommodates 
patrons  of  the  library,  however,  at  all  reasonable  hours.  The  last 
complete  catalogue  was  issued  in  1879,  but  several  supplements 
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have  been  since  printed.  The  trastees  are  nine,  elected  by  tbe 
towD,  being,  at  present :  Rev.  Edward  P.  Butler,  president ;  Barter 
N.  Fish,  secretary;  C.  Gilman  Trow,  M.D.,  treasurer;  Abbie  T. 
Montague,  librarian;  Abbie  M.  Smith,  George  P.  Smith,  Mary 
L.  Hubbard,  Eloise  T.  Fairchild  and  Grace  W.  Gunn. 

Population,  1895,  696;  valuation,  $423,678;   volumes,  1898, 
2,997;  circulation,  4,595. 

BUTTON. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Sutton  Farmer's  Club,  Dec.  2,  1874,  in  the 
course  of  a  discussion  upon  the  best  means  to  promote  the  social 
culture  and  intellectual  growth  of  the  town,  the  Hon.  James  W. 
Stockwell  proposed  the  formation  of  a  Library  Club ;  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  solicit  funds  for  the  purpose,  and  select 
and  purchase  books.  The  members  of  this  committee  were :  James 
W.  Stockwell,  Rev.  H.  A.  Tracy,  W.  A.  Wheeler,  Miss  Ellen  C- 
Woodbury  and  Miss  Sarah  M.  Mills.  In  addition  to  earnest 
workers  and  liberal  donors  within  the  town,  a  suggestion  to  those 
who  had  left  their  native  town  for  wider  fields  of  usefulness 
brought  liberal  returns  of  money  and  books.  Among  those  who 
gave  generous  contributions  to  this  nucleus  of  a  free  library  were : 
Rev.  H.  A.  Tracy,  Dr.  William  TeiTy  of  Ansonia,  Conn.,  Dr.  J.  H. 
Armsby  of  Albany,  Mrs.  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  Geo.  P.  Stockwell 
of  New  York,  Mrs.  James  P.  Clark,  Rev.  Frederic  N.  Knapp, 
Homer  B.  Sprague  and  many  others.  The  utility  and  value  of 
this  collection  of  books  soon  became  so  apparent  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  transfer  the  property  of  the  club  by  deed  to  the  town, 
upon  the  condition  that  it  should  always  be  maintained  as  a  free 
public  library  at  the  central  village.  The  town  voted  to  accept 
this  proposition  March  20,  1876,  and  thus  was  established  the 
«^  Sutton  Free  Library."  Its  friends  did  not  abate  their  interest, 
and  the  books  given  form  a  large  percentage  of  the  volumes  in  the 
collection.  At  the  present  time  these  donations  have  become 
sacred  memorials  of  the  friendship  and  love  of  those  who  will  re- 
turn no  more  to  their  native  town.  Hon.  John  D.  McCrate  gave 
a  valuable  selected  library ;  a  small  agricultural  library  and  one  of 
the  old  school-district  libraries  have  also  been  absorbed  in  the  col- 
lection. David  T.  Thurston  was  the  first  librarian,  and  gave  a 
room  in  his  house  for  the  use  of  the  library.  At  his  death  J.  W. 
Stockwell  assumed  the  care,  and  held  the  position  of  librarian 
until  April,  1883,  when  Miss  Sarah  M.  Mills  i^eceived  the  appoint- 
ment. In  1885,  when  Memorial  hall  was  built,  a  room  in  it  was 
devoted  to  the  use  of  the  library,  and  it  is  open  every  Saturday 
afternoon  and  evening. 
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Owing  to  long  distances  and  other  adverse  circamstances,  there 
is  no  systematic  arrangement  for  distribution  of  books  in  the 
schools,  but  books  are  loaned  to  teachers,  who  are  responsible  for 
their  care,  for  use  in  school ;  and  any  book  wanted  for  reference 
and  study  is  procured  if  possible.  Assistance  is  cheerfuUy  given 
to  all  seekers  for  information,  and  every  one  is  encouraged  to 
make  requests  for  any  books  wanted,  which  are  secured  as  far  as 
limited  funds  will  allow.  Many  of  the  leading  magazines  are 
taken,  and  loaned  for  a  week,  and  are  in  constant  demand.  The 
bound  volumes  of  magazines  are  very  popular.  There  is  a  grow- 
ing tendency  to  read  upward ;  books  of  a  higher  level  are  sought, 
and  great  interest  taken  in  the  new  and  popular  works  of  the  day. 
The  founder  of  the  little  library,  more  than  twenty  years  ago, 
labored  with  the  hope  that  it  would  inspire  a  love  for  good  books. 
That  hope  is  being  realized  more  and  more  as  time  passes. 

For  some  time  after  the  establishment  of  the  library,  other  vil- 
lages in  the  town  availed  themselves  of  its  treasures ;  but  when  the 
question  of  dividing  it  was  agitated,  the  original  deed  to  the  town 
prevented  such  dismemberment ;  and  at  an  annual  town  meeting  in 
1883  it  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Jason  Waters,  to  establish  branch 
libraries  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  town,  South  Sutton, 
Wilkinsonville,  West  Sutton  and  Manchaug,  which  are  from  three  to 
five  miles  from  the  so-called  centre.  These  libraries  are  managed 
separately  and  independently  of  each  other  and  of  the  central 
library*  That  they  are  useful  is  shown  by  their  support  and 
patronage,  and  that  at  Manchaug,  in  the  midst  of  a  populous  vil- 
lage, supplies  a  gi*eat  need.  The  town  usually  appropriates  $500, 
to  be  divided  among  the  five  libraries  according  to  their  circulation. 

The  present  trustees  of  the  town  are :  Jason  Waters,  chairman ; 
John  Holt,  Sarah  M.  Mills,  secretary.  The  librarians  ai-e :  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Mills,  Sutton ;  £dward  J.  Barnes,  South  Sutton ;  Sam- 
uel J.  TruBcott,  Manchaug;  Jason  Waters,  West  Sutton;  Mrs. 
Jennie  E.  Hall,  Wilkinsonville. 

Population,  1895,  3,420;  valuation,  $1,324,877;  volumes, 
1898,  Sutton,  4,268;  Manchaug,  1,696;  South  Sutton,  782; 
West  Sutton,  521 ;  Wilkinsonville,  526 ;  circulation,  Sutton, 
5,616;  Manchaug,  3,000;  South  Sutton,  807;  West  Sutton, 
903 ;  Wilkinsonville,  500. 

8WAMPSOOTT. 

In  1852  Dr.  William  R.  Lawrence  of  Boston,  then  a  summer 
resident  of  the  town,  conceived  the  idea  of  the  formation  of  a 
public  library  for  Swampscott,  and  put  his  plan  in  action  by  giving 
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upwards  of  200  volames  and  9100  in  money.  He  enlisted  in  its 
behalf  the  reading  community,  and  especially  earnest  was  the  Rev. 
Jonas  B.  Clark,  then  pastor  of  the  Congregationalist  Church,  who 
accepted  the  position  of  president  of  what  was  then  named  the 
^'Swampscott  Library  Association."  It  was  the  design  of  the 
association,  so  reads  the  constitution,  to  '^  establish  a  library,  con- 
sisting of  such  works  of  approved  authority  as  are  adapted  to 
disseminate  useful  knowledge,  and  to  secure  entertainment  to  its 
members."  Residents  of  the  town  became  members  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  $1,  and  a  subsequent  yearly  assessment  of  50  cents; 
while  all  others  desiring  to  use  the  library  were  required  to  pay  5 
cents  a  week  per  volume  for  the  privil^e. 

For  a  few  years  the  association  iSourished  and  much  interest 
was  manifested,  bat  later,  from  lack  of  fresh  reading  material,  or 
some  other  cause,  the  organization  gradually  lost  its  enthusiasm, 
and  finally,  in  1861,  what  volumes  remained  were  packed  away  in 
empty  gun  cases  in  the  town  hall,  where  they  remained  until  1867, 
when  the  town  made  a  small  appropriation  to  furnish  a  room  in  the 
town  hall  building  to  be  used  as  a  Ubrary.  Curtis  V.  Merritt  was 
commissioned  by  the  selectmen  to  serve  as  librarian,  and  solicit 
subscriptions  with  a  view  to  purchasing  books  to  addf  to  the  old 
collection;  and  in  June,  1868,  the  library  opened  with  about  600 
volumes  on  its  shelves.  Five  cents  weekly  was  the  chaige  for 
books  to  all  takers,  and  the  library  was  veiy  liberally  patronized. 
After  that  time  the  town  annually  voted  small  sums  for  its  support, 
which,  in  addition  to  the  fees,  gradually  increased  its  capacity. 
The  management  was  very  democratic,  and  visitors  were  allowed 
to  select  the  books  from  the  shelves,  which  brought  many  patrons 
during  the  summer  months  and  largely  added  to  its  revenues. 

In  March,  1879,  the  town  voted  to  make  the  library  free  to  the 
citizens  of  Swampscott.  The  first  board  of  trustees  was  appointed 
by  the  selectmen,  but  of  late  years  they  have  been  chosen  by  bal- 
lot at  the  annual  elections.  The  library  incomes  are  as  follows : 
town  appropriation,  $450 ;  dog  tax,  $325 ;  receipts,  $25.  The  cost 
of  administration  is  about  $850.  The  library  is  in  charge  of  Miss 
Sarah  L.  Honors  and  two  assistants,  and  the  trustees  are :  James 
S.  Peasley,  F.  F.  Stanley  and  Frank  £.  Ingalls. 

Population,  1895, 3,259 ;  valuation,  $6,201,484 ;  volumes,  1898, 
6,987 ;  circulation,  22,087. 

8WAKSBA. 

In  1882  a  ''Book  Circle"  was  formed  in  Swansea,  of  twenty- 
one  members  and  21  books.     When  the  books  were  read  by  all 
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the  members,  throagh  the  inflaence  of  Rev.  O.  O.  Wright,  then 
rector  of  Christ  Charch,  an  association  was  organized  called  the 
Swansea  Public  Library  Association.  Mr.  Wright  was  made  libra- 
rian, and  the  books  purchased  were  located  in  his  residence  for 
a  time,  but  were  subsequently  twice  removed  to  small  buildings 
abandoned  by  storekeepers.  In  September,  1891,  after  the  erec- 
tion of  the  town  hall  building  given  to  Swansea  by  Hon.  F.  S. 
Stevens,  the  library  was  placed  in  the  room  therein  provided  for  it, 
where  it  remains.  In  March,  1896,  the  town  voted  to  establish  a 
free  public  library,  and,  under  provisions  of  the  libraiy  act  of 
1890,  received  $100  worth  of  volumes  from  the  Free  Public  Library 
Commission.  In  May  of  that  year  the  association  voted  to  present 
their  books  and  other  property,  with  the  annual  interest  of  $200, 
^'subject  to  certain  conditions,"  to  the  town.  The  gift  was 
promptly  accepted,  and  the  Swansea  Free  Public  Library  was 
opened  Sept.  26,  1896. 

The  annual  appropriation  of  the  town  for  library  support  is 
$850,  and  in  addition  the  library  receives  the  benefit  of  the  annual 
income  from  the  association  fund  of  $200,  the  proceeds  of  enter- 
tainments planned  in  its  favor,  and  individual  gifts.  The  room 
occupied  in  the  town  house  is  twenty-three  by  eighteen  feet,  with 
an  alcove  six  by  thirteen  feet,  and  will  soon  prove  inadequate  for 
library  convenience.  There  is  no  special  reading-room.  The  room 
is  adorned  with  portraits  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens,  Lincoln  and 
Grant,  Hon.  John  S.  Bray  ton  and  Major  James  Brown.  Teachers 
in  the  public  schools  are  given  special  cards,  enabling  them  to  bor- 
row a  large  number  of  books  for  school  use.  The  library  is  open 
Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings  from  2.30  to  4.30  and  from 
7  to  9.  There  are  three  delivery  stations.  The  cost  of  adminis- 
tration of  central  library  and  stations  is  $208.  A  catalogue  was 
published  in  1897,  and  bulletins  are  issued  as  needed.  By  the 
will  of  the  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens,  the  library  will  receive  a  permanent 
fund  of  $2,500,  and  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  building.  The 
three  trustees  elected  by  the  town  are:  Henry  O.  Wood,  Rev. 
Fred  E.  Bixby  and  Job  Gardner.  Miss  Julia  R.  Wellington  has 
been  librarian  since  May,  1888. 

Population,  1895,  1,627;  valuation,  $873,764;  volumes,  1898, 
1,686;  circulation,  7,929. 

TAUNTON. 

The  Taunton  Social  Library,  Young  Men's  Library  and  the 
Agricultural  Library,  numbering  respectively  4,060,  1,765  and  173 
volnmea,  besides  517  volumes  of  public  documents  which  had  been 
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given  to  these  libraries,  all  of  which  were  transferred  to  the  citjt 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  collection  now  known  as  the  Public 
Library  of  the  City  of  Taunton.  A  city  ordinance  and  an  appro- 
prfktion  gave  the  library  a  formal  existence  in  1866.  It  will  thua 
be  seen  that,  two  years  after  the  incorporation  of  Taunton  as  a 
city,  a  public  library  free  to  all  its  inhabitants  had  been  established. 

The  Taunton  Social  Library,  the  oldest  of  the  institutions  which 
were  merged  in  the  public  library,  was  organized  in  1825.  Among 
the  names  of  prominent  original  shareholders  was  that  of  The- 
ophilus  Parsons,  afterwards  Dane  Professor  of  Law  in  the  Harvard 
Law  School.  The  proprietors  were  principally  dependent  for 
financial  support  upon  May-day  festivals,  and  also  upon  that  un- 
failing resource  of  young  proprietary  libraries, — courses  of  lect- 
ures. The  Toung  Men's  Library  Association  was  also  aided  in  its 
enterprise  by  lecture  courses,  as  well  as  by  fairs  and  levees,  and 
by  the  subscriptions  of  public-spirited  citizens;  the  late  Samuel 
B.  King  leading  in  this  direction  with  several  gifts  of  $100  each, 
and  ending  with  the  creation  of  the  King  fund  of  $1,000,  the  in- 
come of  which  was  expended  in  the  purchase  of  standard  works. 
Since  the  transfer  this  endowment  accrues  for  a  like  purpose  to 
the  benefit  of  the  public  library. 

The  sources  of  income  of  the  library  since  it  became  a  city 
institution  have  been  annual  appropriations,  at  present  $5,000, 
and  the  dog  tax,  which  amounts  to  about  $2,000,  from  the  city ; 
the  interest  of  the  ^^ King  fund"  and  the  miscellaneous  receipts 
of  the  library  itself.  It  has  been  the  regular  recipient  of  publica- 
tions from  the  department  of  the  interior  and  other  departments  of 
the  general  government,  from  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  frono^ 
the  district  representatives  and  other  members  of  Congress,  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  Cobden  Club  of  London 
and  from  various  institutions  and  individuals  throughout  the  coun- 
try. The  largest  donations  of  books  from  private  individuals 
were  those  made  by  the  Hon.  Edmund  H.  Bennett,  LL.D. ;  the 
late  S.  O.  Dunbar ;  the  late  Rev.  Charles  H.  Brigham,  who,  during 
his  residence  in  Taunton  and  after  his  removal,  always  manifested 
an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  library ;  and  the  late  David 
Paul  Brown,  the  eminent  Philadelphia  lawyer,  who  spent  one  year 
of  his  school  life  in  Taunton. 

A  catalogue  of  the  combined  libraries  was  published  at  the 
opening  in  1866,  and  two  supplements  were  issued  in  1873  and 
1874,  each  arranged  alphabetically  under  authors  and  titles.  In 
1876  a  new  catalogue,  embracing  an  alphabetical  arrangement  of 
authors,  with  a  classified  index  under  thirteen  general  heads  and 
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two  hundred  and  forty-six  snb-heads,  was  undertaken,  and  was 
published  early  in  1878 ;  to  this  catalogue,  supplementary  cata- 
logues were  added  in  1881,  1884  and  1894;  and  annual  bulletins 
have  been  made  of  subsequent  accessions.  A  card  catalogue  of 
accessions  of  the  past  three  years  has  already  been  substantially 
prepared  for  public  use,  and  will  gi*adually  embrace  the  various 
departments  of  the  library.  In  addition  to  current  publications  of 
interest,  it  has  been  the  endeavor  to  secure  as  many  original  sources 
of  information  as  the  restricted  income  of  the  library  will  permit. 

The  library  occupies  commodious  quarters  in  the  Bristol  County 
Savings  Bank  building.  The  reading-room,  which  is  supplied  with 
files  of  the  principal  newspapers  and  periodicals  of  the  day,  is 
largely  frequented.  A  branch  public  reading-room  with  suitable 
equipments  was  established  March  1,  1898,  on  East  Britannia 
Street,  an  appropriation  of  $500  for  the  year  having  been  made  by 
the  city  for  that  purpose. 

The  teachers  in  the  high  school  and  academy,  and  other  persons 
engaged  in  special  study,  are  allowed  six  extra  volumes  each, 
changeable  daily ;  and  all  persons  are  invited  to  apply  to  the  libra- 
rian and  assistants  for  any  information  and  for  whatever  books  the 
library  contains  upon  a  given  subject.  The  library  is  open  week* 
days  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  except  holidays,  two  days  for  the 
agricultural  fair  and  two  weeks  when  the  library  is  closed  for 
examination.  The  annual  cost  of  administi'ation  is  about  $2,800. 
The  present  officers  of  the  library  are :  trustees,  ex  officio^  Nathaniel 
J.  W.  Fish,  mayor,  president ;  ex  officioy  Henry  W.  Colby,  presi- 
dent of  the  common  council ;  William  H.  Fox,  Henry  W.  Morse, 
R.  Henry  Hall,  John  P.  Forbes,  Charles  A.  Reed;  Edwin  M. 
Hills,  secretary.  Librarian,  Joshua  E.  Crane ;  assistants.  Marietta 
Shannon,  Bradford  A.  Scudder ;  reading-room  attendants,  William 
G.  Snow,  James  Marsden. 

Population,  1895,  27,115;  valuation,  $20,687,637;  volumes, 
1898,  44,000 ;  circulation,  77,593. 

TBMPLBTON. 

The  Boynton  Public  Library  of  Templeton  originated  in  the  gift 
to  the  town,  on  June  1,  1868,  by  David  Whitcomb  of  Worcester, 
formerly  of  Templeton,  of  $4,000,  in  the  name  of  John  Boynton, 
his  former  partner  in  business,  to  establish  and  maintain  a  free 
public  library.  By  the  terms  of  the  gift  the  fund  was  to  be 
invested  and  the  interest  added  annually,  until  it  amounted  to 
$5,000.  When  it  reached  the  latter  sum  the  trustees  were  to 
apply  $1,000  to  the  purchase  of  books;  for  five  years  thereafter 
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the  anDoal  interest  of  the  fund  was  to  be  expended  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books ;  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  one-half  only  of 
the  annual  interest  was  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books,  and 
the  other  half  to  be  added  to  the  principal,  until  the  fund  shall 
again  have  reached  $5,000,  at  which  amount  it  is  to  remain,  and 
the  full  interest  may  be  expended.  No  part  of  the  fund  or  its 
income  is  ever  to  be  expended  for  a  building  or  the  care  of  it. 
The  trustees  are  to  be  the  chairman  of  the  selectmen,  the  town 
clerk  and  the  school  committee,  ex  officiis^  and  three  other  persons, 
chosen  by  the  town  at  its  annual  meeting.  In  February,  1885, 
Mr.  Whitcomb  increased  the  library  fund  by  an  additional  gift  of 
$4,000,  on  terms  substantially  like  those  of  the  first  gift.  The 
annual  appropriation  of  the  town  for  the  library  is  about  $200. 
For  twelve  years  it  was  kept  in  rooms  over  Mr.  Blodgetf  s  store. 
In  1885  the  town  built  a  neat  brick  library  building,  at  a  cost  of 
$2,500,  which  has  a  capacity  of  about  15,000  volumes. 

Packages  of  books  are  sent,  weekly,  at  the  expense  of  the  town, 
to  each  of  the  four  villages,  situated  respectively  at  a  distance 
of  two  miles,  three  miles  and  four  miles  from  the  main  library 
at  the  central  village.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1886, 
and  supplements  are  published  every  year.  The  library  is  open 
Wednesday  from  3  to  5  p.m.  and  Saturday  from  3  to  4  and  7  to 
8.30  P.M.  H.  F.  Lane  has  been  librarian  since  the  library  was 
opened,  in  1873.  The  present  members  of  the  board  of  trustees 
are :  Percival  Blodgett,  Charles  Parkhurst,  Sewell  E.  Greenwood, 
Asa  Hosmer,  W.  F.  Robie,  M.D.,  Chas.  £.  Ingalls,  H.  F.  Lane 
and  Geo.  S.  Stone. 

Population,  1895,  2,915 ;  valuation,  $1,351,273 ;  volumes,  1898, 
5,426 ;  circulation,  13,589. 

TBWKSBUBY. 

The  Tewksbury  Public  Library  was  established  in  1878,  and  is 
supported  by  the  town,  an  annual  appropriation  of  $250  and  the 
dog  tax,  nearly  $300,  being  made  for  its  support.  The  cost  of 
ad m  in  is t ration  is  about  $175.  The  lower  floor  of  a  building  is  pro- 
vided for  its  use,  and  a  reading-room  is  supplied  with  the  leading 
periodicals.  Special  attention  is  given  to  the  children.  A  table 
is  provided  for  them  in  the  reading-room,  where  juvenile  books, 
magazines  and  picture  books  may  be  found.  Special  privil^es 
are  given  to  the  school  teachers  in  drawing  and  holding  books. 
Books  are  forwarded  fortnightly  to  the  several  districts  of  the 
town,  also  magazines  and  picture  books  for  use  in  the  schools. 
The  library  is  under  the  management  of  six  trustees,  chosen  by 
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tbe  town.  It  is  open  on  Saturdays  from  2.80  to  4  in  the  afternoon 
and  from  7.80  to  9  in  the  evening.  It  has  never  received  a  gift 
of  money,  and  has  been  entirely  supported  by  taxation,  n  A  new 
catalogue  was  printed  in  1894,  following  substantially  the  Dewey 
system  of  classification.  Printed  lists  of  accessions  are  issued 
monthly.  Patrons  are  urged  to  aslr  for  information,  and  an  effort 
IB  made  to  assist  them.  Teachers  are  admitted  to  the  shelves, 
which  gives  them  the  opportunity  to  examine  the  books  and  find 
what  they  wish  to  use  in  their  work,  and  pupils  in  the  schools  are 
encouraged  to  draw  books  in  the  line  of  their  studies.  The 
trustees  are :  Albert  C.  Blaisdell,  secretary ;  Joshua  Clark,  Albert 
T.  Trull,  John  H.  Chandler  and  Frank  A.  FitzGerald.  Miss 
Amy  F.  Coggin  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895, 8,879 ;  valuation,  $1,589,958 ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,967 ;  circulation,  6,504. 

TISBUBY. 

The  Vineyard  Haven  Library  of  Tisbury  was  incorporated  under 
the  general  law  April  2,  1895.  It  has  a  permanent  fund  of  $365, 
and  the  town  appropriates  $150  for  library  support.  Some  in- 
come is  also  derived  from  entertainments  and  occasional  gifts. 
The  books  are  kept  in  the  second  story  of  a  building  on 
Main  Street  in  Vineyard  Haven,  rented  for  the  purpose.  Gifts 
of  books  have  been  received  as  follows:  from  the  American 
Unitarian  Association,  1,500  volumes;  from  Mrs.  J.  H.  Rich- 
mond of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  150  volumes;  from  Dr.  Charles  E. 
Brooks,  U.  S.  M.  H.  S.,  60  volumes;  from  Mark  F.  Cummings, 
85  volumes.  The  gift  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
was  the  library  of  the  Seaman's  Bethel  and  Reading-room,  and 
the  library  of  the  Ladies'  Library  League  has  been  absorbed  as 
a  loan.  A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1898,  and  there  is  a  card 
catalogue.  Lists  of  accessions  are  printed  in  the  weekly  paper  at 
Cottage  City.  The  library  is  open  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays  from  8  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  administration 
is  about  $200.'  Nine  directors  are  annually  chosen  by  the  corpora- 
tion to  act  as  trustees  of  the  library,  being,  in  1898 :  Mark  F. 
Cummings,  Herbert  N.  Huckley,  Dr.  Winthrop  Butler,  Miss  Myra 
C.  Robinson,  Mrs.  Sarah  £.  Harding,  Mrs.  Angle  W.  Luce,  Mrs. 
Mary  J.  Luce,  Timothy  Sprague  and  Rev.  William  Cleveland 
Hicks.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Mabel  T.  Tilton. 

Population,  1895,  1,002;  valuation,  $927,569 ;  volumes,  1898, 
8,640 ;  circulation,  8,278. 
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TOLLAND. 

A  free  public  library  was  established  by  the  town  of  ^Tolland  in 
1892,  under  the  provisions  of  the  library  legislation  of  1890,  and 
was  given  $100  worth  of  books  by  the  State.  The  town  appro- 
priates $15  annually  for  its  suppoit.  The  books  are  kept  in  the 
office  of  the  town  clerk,  and  are  accessible  to  the  public  on  Tues- 
days and  Fridays  at  all  hours  of  the  day.  The  librarian  receives 
$5  for  his  services.  The  school  committee  of  the  town  are  also 
chosen  trustees  of  the  library.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in 
1892.  The  present  trustees  are:  Oliver  E.  Slocum,  chairman; 
John  M.  Hayes  and  Homer  Hale.    The  librarian  is  Wilbert  Mnnn. 

Population,  1895,  309;  valuation,  $139,253;  volumes,  1898, 
324 ;  circulation,  65. 

TOP8FIBLD. 

Some  years  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  town  library, 
in  1875,  a  Magazine  Club  was  formed,  comprising  about  twelve  or 
fifteen  members.  Each  member  paid  a  specified  sum  annually, 
and  the  amount  was  spent  mainly  for  periodicals  during  the 
first  years  of  the  existence  of  the  club ;  afterward  a  larger  propor- 
tion was  expended  for  books.  The  periodicals  and  books  circa- 
lated  among  the  members  of  the  club.  An  interest  in  reading  was 
thereby  cultivated  and  increased,  so  that,  when  the  commodioas 
town  hall  was  erected  and  finished  in  1874,  and  good  rooms  for  a 
public  library  were  made  available,  the  people  of  the  town  were 
ready  to  aid  in  a  common  efifort  to  establish  a  library  that  would 
be  free  to  all  the  citizens.  Subscription  papers  were  circulated 
through  the  town  to  raise  money  to  start  the  enterprise,  and  non- 
resident individuals  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  town  con- 
tributed liberally  for  the  same  object.  Several  libraries  that  had 
flourished  in  years  gone  by  were  looked  up,  and  collected  to  form 
a  nucleus  to  which  new  books  were  to  be  added.  The  old  Tops- 
fleld  Library,  that  dates  back  to  1794;  the  Athenseum  Library; 
the  school-district  libraries,  of  which  there  were  four ;  the  Agri- 
cultural Library ;  the  library  of  the  Ladies'  Society ;  the  books  of 
the  reading  club,  together  with  many  volumes  given  by  friends  of 
the  enterprise,  as  well  as  the  newly  purchased  books,  were  all 
brought  together  and  arranged  for  permanent  use  in  a  convenient 
room  in  the  town  house. 

The  library  was  opened  for  the  issue  of  books  in  1875*  The 
event  marked  an  era  in  the  history  of  the  town.  The  advantages 
thus  offered  to  the  people  have  since  been  a  source  of  increasing 


FBEE  Public  libraries.  363 

pleasure  and  profit.  The  town  famishes  a  room,  appropriates 
(75  annually  for  the  librarian's  salary  and  pays  the  janitor.  The 
permanent  fund  of  the  library  amounts  to  $9,500,  the  income  of 
which  is  expended  for  the  purchase  of  books.  It  comprises  a 
bequest  of  the  late  Sidney  A.  Merriam  of  SI9OOO,  a  bequest  of  the 
late  Moses  Wildes  of  $5,000  and  the  bequest  of  Daniel  Galloupe, 
$3,000,  the  balance  being  from  contributions  of  various  individuals. 
The  library  of  the  late  Anson  McLoud,  containing  about  800  vol- 
umes, was  added  to  the  library  in  1886,  the  funds  for  the  purchase 
of  which  were  furnished  by  A.  A.  Low  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The 
teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  are  allowed  free  use  of 
the  books  to  aid  them  in  their  studies.  Catalogues  of  the  library 
were  printed  in  1886  and  1892,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  occa- 
sionally issued.  The  library  is  open  Wednesday  from  7  to  9  p.m. 
and  Saturday  from  2  to  4.30  and  7  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of 
administration  is  about  $150.  The  management  of  the  library  is 
entrusted  to  five  trustees,  one  of  whom  is  chosen  by  the  town 
annually,  to  serve  for  the  period  of  five  years.  The  present  trus- 
tees are :  Justin  Allen,  Joseph  B.  Poor,  A.  A.  Conant,  Benjamin 
P.  Edwards,  Mrs.  £.  W.  Hutchins  and  A.  M.  Dodge.  Franklin 
Balch  is  librarian,  f 

Population,  1895,  1,038;  valuation,  $920,108;  volumes,  1898, 
7,387;  circulation,  6,273,  of  which  87  per  cent,  is  fiction  and 
juveniles. 

TOWNSBND. 

An  agricultural  library  was  formed  in  Townsend  in  1858,  and, 
with  additions  of  a  more  general  nature,  it  was  maintained  by  the 
aid  of  faurs  and  fees  under  the  name  of  the  Townsend  Library 
Association  until  1872,  when  the  books  were  given  to  the  town,  on 
condition  that  it  would  make  an  annual  appropriation  of  $100  for 
librai-y  support.  At  present  the  annual  appropriation  is  the  dog 
tax,  which  amounts  to  about  $260.  A  catalogue  was  published  in 
1886,  and  supplements  have  been  issued  since.  The  library  is 
open  Monday  from  7  to  9  p.m.  ;  Tuesday  from  4  to  6  p.m.  ;  and 
Saturday  from  3  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost  of  admin- 
istration is  $75.  The  libmry  was  managed  by  the  school  commit- 
tee for  many  years,  but  in  1893  three  trustees  were  chosen.  The 
libraiy  at  first  occupied  a  room  in  an  engine  house,  but  in  1894  it 
was  moved  into  a  room  built  for  it  in  the  new  town  and  memorial 
hall  building,  at  which  time  the  books  were  recatalogued.  Supple- 
ments containing  annual  accessions  have  been  since  printed.  The 
library,  in  addition  to  the  town's  appLX)priation,  has  the  income  of 
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$500,  a  legacy  from  Charles  Emery  of  Townsend.  Ithamar  B. 
Sawtelle,  historian  of  the  town,  gave  the  library  a  valuable  collection 
of  about  100  vojames,  mostly  town  histories;  and  Rev.  £.  R. 
Hodgman  and  others  have  given  books.  The  library  is  free  to  all 
inhabitants  over  ten  years  of  age,  and  it  is  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  librarian  to  grant  special  privileges  to  teachers,  pupils  or  other 
worthy  persons  who  offer  good  reasons  for  needing  such  advan- 
tages. The  present  trustees  are :  E.  R.  Eilburn,  Oliver  Proctor 
and  Miss  Frances  J.  Worcester,  the  last  being  also  the  librarian, 
with  Mrs.  F.  M.  Warren  as  associate. 

Population,  1895, 1,780;  valuation,  $1,202,566;  volumes,  1898, 
3,417;  circulation,  5,008. 

TBURO. 

The  town  of  Truro  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of  the 
Acts  of  1890  in  the  spring  of  1894,  received  $100  worth  of  books 
from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  and  opened  its  free 
library  April  1 6  of  that  year.  The  annual  appropriation  for  itB 
support  from  the  town  is  $50.  It  is  kept  in  a  private  dwelling, 
and  is  open  to  the  public  on  Wednesdays  f i-om  2  to  4  and  on  Sat- 
urdays from  7  to  9  p.m.  Branch  libraries  are  supported  at  North 
Truro  and  South  Truro.  The  volumes  collected  by  the  Truro 
and  North  Truro  library  associations  were  presented  to  the  free 
public  library,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  books  upon  the 
shelves  came  from  private  generosity.  Besides  the  State  and  the 
two  societies  above  named,  the  following  are  among  the  chief 
donors  of  books :  William  D.  Sohier  and  other  friends  in  Beverly ; 
E.  D.  Dyer  and  friends  in  Newton ;  Shebnah  Rich  of  Salem ;  Mrs. 
Benjamin  Spaulding  and  friends  of  Tewksbury ;  Josiah  T.  Dyer, 
Dr.  George  Bates,  David  Lombard,  Mrs.  Edward  Kelly,  Mrs. 
Miller,  N.  A.  Dyer,  Capt.  J.  Holmes  and  other  citizens  of  Truro. 

A  reading-room  is  connected  with  the  library.  Teachers  are 
given  special  privileges,  and  all  patrons  of  the  library  are  encour- 
aged to  seek  help  from  the  librarian.  The  annual  cost  of  admin- 
istration is  $30.  The  trustees,  elected  by  the  town  under  the 
general  laws,  are  three  in  number:  Isaac  M.  Small,  John  B. 
Dyer  and  David  B.  Rich.  The  librarians  are :  Mrs.  Lanrenia  A. 
Ryder,  Truro ;  Mrs.  A.  C.  Small,  North  Truro ;  Mrs.  D.  B.  Rich, 
South  Truro. 

Population,  1895,  815;  valuation,  $349,454;  volumes,  1898, 
1,302;  circulation,  850. 
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TYNGSBOBOUaH. 

Early  in  1798  a  proprietary  library  of  about  150  volumes  was 
formed,  with  Jonathan  Bancroft'  as  librarian,  and«about  40  pro- 
prietors, called  the  <^  Tyngsborough  and  Dunstable  N.  H.  Library." 
This  was  given  up  in  1881,  and  the  books  were  distributed  among 
the  proprietors.  In  that  same  year  a  library  was  formed  in 
Tyngsborough,  known  as  the  ^*  Social  Library,"  containing  about 
400  volumes.  Many  of  the  books  of  the  old  collection  were 
placed  in  the  Social  Library,  and  by  that  handed  down  to  the 
present  free  library.  About  the  year  1840,  under  the  act  of 
Legislature  passed  April  12,  1887,  libraries  were  placed  in  each 
of  the  seven  school  districts  of  the  town,  each  district  being 
expected  to  exchange  books  with  some  other  district  as  soon  as 
its  own  books  were  read. 

April  1,  1878,  the  two  series  of  libraries,  social  and  district, 
were  merged  into  one,  by  vote  of  the  proprietors  and  town,  which 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  Free  Public  Library.  The 
organization  was  perfected  at  that  meeting,  and  a  board  of  seven 
directors  chosen,  which  number  was  later  reduced  to  six  in  ac- 
cordance with  State  law.  This  board  consisted  of:  Joseph  S. 
Bennett,  chairman  and  librarian ;  J.  Frank  Bancroft,  secretary ; 
Charles  Dutton,  M.D.,  Daniel  Perham,  William  Sherburne, 
George  O.  Perham  and  J.  W.  Marshall.  The  town  appropriates 
the  dog  tax,  about  $100,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  pays  the 
salary  of  the  librarian  and  other  general  expenses,  including  bind- 
ing books,  etc.  The  library  has  i*eceived  many  generous  dona- 
tions of  money,  books,  subscriptions  to  magazines  and  papers,  and 
several  fine  portraits  and  photographs,  from  those  who  have  had  a 
special  interest  in  the  library  and  town.  Much  of  the  success  of 
the  organization  is  due  to  the  untiring  interest  and  efforts  of  the 
late  Joseph  S.. Bennett  and  Daniel  Perham,  without  whose  time 
and  labor  the  library  would  not  have  been  what  it  is  at  the  present 
day.  In  1881  a  special  list  of  books  of  reference  was  prepared 
for  the  use  of  the  schools,  and  printed  in  the  town  report  of  that 
year.  The  main  catalogue  was  printed  in  1878,  when  the  library 
was  formed,  and  several  supplements  have  been  issued  since  then. 
For  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  names  of  the  books  added 
during  the  year  have  been  printed  in  the  annual  town  report. 
The  books  are  kept  in  a  room  of  a  school  building.  The  library 
has  been  aided  by  legacies  from  Polly  R.  Bennett  and  Mary 
P.  Bridge,  which  are  reserved  as  a  nucleus  for  a  building  fund. 
It  is  open  from  4  to  5  and  from  7  to  8  p.m.  on  Saturday.     Each 
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received  as  presents  from  indmdaals  and  77  were  purchased  by 
the  tmstees. 

From  the  time  of  its  establishment  until  1879  the  library  had 
very  inconvenient  quarters  in  a  private  building.     Upon  the  erec- 
tion of  the  town  house  in   the  latter   year   far    better   rooms 
were  provided  for  it  therein,  and  these  were  occupied  until  1894, 
when  the  library  had  again  quite  outgrown  its  accommodations. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  it  was  removed  to  the  spacious  and  elegant 
apartments  of  the  ^'Thayer  Memorial  Building."    This  edifice, 
erected  upon  an  eligible  site  in  the  central  village,  was  a  gift  to  the 
town  by  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  a  native  of  Ux- 
bridge.     The  cost  of  the  structure,  including  land  and  furniture, 
was  $38,500.     The  building  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  exer- 
cises June  20,  1894.     Mr.  Thayer  accompanied  his  donation  of 
the  Memorial  Building  with  a  gift  of  $5,000,  the  income  thereof 
to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  books.     Prior  to  this  gift  of  $5,000 
by  Mr.  Thayer  the  library  had  other  gifts  for  a  like  purpose: 
$500  by  Royal  C.  Taft,  $500  by  Willard  Judson,  $500  by  Mrs. 
Alsie  H.  Tucker,  $500  by  Robert  Taft,  $1,000  by  Moses  Taft, 
and  this  year  (1898)  it  has  received  $500  from  Mrs.  Sarah  F. 
Allen.     The  will  of  Sarah  L.  Macomber  contains  a  bequest  of 
$1,000  for  libi*ary  uses.     The  town  annually  appropriates  the  dog 
fund,  varying  from  about  $300  to  $400,  and  in  addition  a  sum 
sufficient  to   maintain   the   library  building,    pay  the   salary   of 
librarian  and  other  incidental  expenses.     The  additional  sum  ap- 
propriated in  1898  was   $800.     The  librarian's  salary  is  S500. 
The  Dewey  system  of  cataloguing  is  the  one  in  use.     The  card 
catalogues  were  introduced  in  1894.     The  last  catalogue  was  pub- 
lished in  1885,  and  one  bulletin  has  since  been  issued.      The 
reading-room  is  well  provided  with   magazines  and  weekly  and 
daily  papers,  and  is  liberally  patronized.      The  library  is  open, 
Sundays  and  holidays  excepted,  daily  from  2  to  5.30  and  from 
6.30  to  8  P.M.,  closing  Saturdays  at  9  p.m.    The  ti-ustees  endeavor 
to  procure  books  of  reference  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  scholars 
in  the  public  scHools.     Patrons  of  the  library  are  encouraged  to  be 
free  in  asking  for  information,  and  the  librarian  is  attentive  in 
suggesting  books  that  may  furnish  it. 

The  board  of  trustees  consists  of  twelve  members,  six  perma- 
nent trustees  appointed  by  the  donor  of  the  Thayer  Memorial 
Building  and  six  elected  by  the  town,  two  being  elected  annually 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  The  trustees  at  the  present  time  are : 
Charles  A.  Taft,  Arthur  Wheelock,  Arthur  R.  Taft,  Miss  Lucinda 
S.    Haywaix],    Mi*s.  Ariadna   L.    Taft  and  Miss  Abbie  E.  Day, 
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appointed  as  above  mentioned ;  and  Charles  C.  Capron,  Albert 
A.  Spragne,  Lawson  A.  Seagrave,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Hayward, 
William  W.  Thayer  and  Arthur  A.  Patnam  elected  by  the  town. 
The  present  organization  of  the  board  is  as  follows :  president, 
A.  A.  Patnam;  vice-president,  C.  A.  Taft;  secretary,  L.  S. 
Hayward;  treasurer,  A.  A.  Sprague;  librarian,  Mrs.  Nettie  C. 
Taft;  library  committee,  Arthur  A.  Putnam,  L.  S.  Hayward  and 
W.  W.  Thayer.  The  trustees  meet  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each 
month,  and  the  librarian  makes  a  monthly  report. 

Population,  1895,  3,546 ;  valuation,  $2,284,250 ;  volumes,  1898, 
8,856 ;  circulation,  12,748. 

WAKBFIBIiD. 

The  history  of  libraries  in  this  town  extends  into  the  last  cen- 
tury. **The  Social  Library  "was  in  existence  at  the  time  the 
town  was  incorporated  as  South  Reading,  in  1812.  It  was  a  pri- 
vate institution,  and  eventually  became  a  part  of  subsequent 
libraries.  The  present  free  library  was  established  in  1856,  with 
the  name  of  ^' South  Reading  Town  Library;  "but  in  1868  the 
title  was  changed  to  **The  Beebe  Town  Library,"  in  honor  of 
Lucius  Beebe,  a  generous  contributor  to  its  funds.  Its  establish- 
ment was  the  result  of  the  concuiTcnt  effoilB  of  individuals  and 
social  organizations,  aided  by  the  town  in  its  corporate  capacity. 
Some  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  its  initiation  may  be 
interesting  and  suggestive  to  other  towns  in  the  State.  About 
this  time  Col.  Francis  B.  Fay  of  Chelsea  had  given  to  his  birth- 
place —  Southborough  —  $500,  on  condition  that  the  town  would 
contribute  a  like  sum  for  a  public  library.  Wayland  had  already 
established  a  free  library,  to  which  President  Wayland  of  Brown 
University  had  given  the  same  assistance.  A  knowledge  of  these 
facts  suggested  to  some  persons  in  South  Reading  that  they 
might  get  some  public-spirited  townsman  to  do  the  same  for  that 
town.  Accordingly  they  proposed  it  to  a  few  citizens  of  ample 
means,  but  failed  to  secure  the  gift.  They  did  not,  however,  give 
up  the  idea  of  a  public  library,  but  interested  as  many  of  the  citi- 
zens as  possible  in  the  project.  At  length,  on  the  31st  of  January, 
1856,  by  invitation  of  B.  F.  Tweed,  some  twenty  or  more  gentle- 
men met  at  his  residence,  when  he  proposed  that  a  series  of  enter- 
tainments be  held  in  behalf  of  a  library.  These  entertainments, 
it  was  suggested,  might  consist  of  an  ''old  folks'  concert,"  exer- 
cises in  declamation  and  reading  and  a  fair.  The  suggestion  was 
favorably  received,  and  an  organization  formed,  the  Hon.  Lilly 
Eaton  being  called  to  the  chair.     On  motion  of  Cyrus  Wakefield, 
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a  committee  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  proposed  enter- 
tainments, consisting  of  Messrs.  James  Eustis,  B.  F.  Tweed,  Wm. 
L.  Brown,  C.  Wakefield,  Greo.  O.  Carpenter,  J.  M.  Evans,  P.  H. 
Sweetser,  Lucius  M.  Beebe,  J.  F.  P^merson,  F.  A.  Sawyer  and 
Everett  Hart.  For  about  a  month  the  committee  was  busy  in 
making  preparation.  The  singers  of  the  several  choirs  in  town 
gave  their  voices;  the  young  men,  members  and  graduates  of  the 
high  school,  spoke  for  it ;  and  the  ladies,  under  the  efficient  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Carpenter,  did  their  full  share  in  providing  an 
entertainment  at  the  fair.  During  the  month  of  Februaiy  the  en- 
tertainments were  given,  and  netted  about  $630.  In  addition  to 
this,  the  Richardson  Light  Guards  had  a  ball  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library,  which  added  about  $130  to  the  amount  already  raised. 
This  sum,  nearly  $800,  was  offered  to  the  town,  at  the  ensuing 
town  meeting,  by  Hon.  Lilly  Eaton,  on  condition  that  the  town 
would  add  $500,  and  furnish  a  suitable  place  for  the  library.  It 
being  accepted  on  these  conditions,  the  public  library  became  a 
permanent  institution. 

The  Franklin  Lyceum  Library,  which  included  the  old  Social 
Library,  and  the  Prescott  Library,  a  more  recent  society,  presented 
their  books,  amounting  to  several  hundreds  of  valuable  works, 
to  the  new  organization.  The  inhabitants  generally  also  responded 
to  an  invitation  to  present  donations  of  books,  new  or  second 
hand ;  so  that  the  town  library  was  able  to  start  at  once  upon  its 
career  of  usefulness  with  strength,  and  with  an  attractive  array 
of  volumes  upon  its  shelves. 

Mrs.  Harriet  N.  Flint,  a  generous  Wakefield  lady,  in  1872  gave 
$1,000  to  the  town,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  perpetually  de- 
voted to  the  support  of  the  library,  and  is  now  held  as  the  ^<  Flint 
Fund."  In  1874  Dr.  Francis  P.  Hurd  donated  $500  to  the  library, 
and  by  his  will,  probated  in  1884,  bequeathed  $2,000  more  to  it. 
These  gifts  have  been  consolidated,  and  are  now  held  by  the  town 
as  the  ''  Hurd  Fund."  The  late  Cyrus  Wakefield  also  bequeathed 
$500  to  the  library. 

A  public  reading-room  was  established  by  the  town  in  1883,  as 
the  complement  of  the  public  library,  located  in  contiguity  thereto, 
and  placed  in  chaise  of  the  trustees.  The  reading-room  has  been 
fully  supplied  with  the  best  of  periodic  literature,  is  open  every 
day,  and  has  been  largely  appreciated  and  patronized  by  young 
and  old. 

The  annual  appropriation  of  the  town  averages  about  $300  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  dog  tax  for  the  preceding  year.  The  library 
occupies  rooms  in  the  town  hall  building.     Some  effort  is  made  to 
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increase  its  usefnlness  to  the  schools,  and  it  is  open  on  Friday 
afternoons  for  that  special  purpose.  The  regalar  hours  of  the 
library  are  Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday  from  2  to  5,  and 
every  evening  from  7  to  9,  except  Sunday.  A  printed  cata- 
logue is  in  use,  and  an  annual  bulletin  is  issued.  The  annual  cost 
of  administration  is  about  $600.  There  is  a  board  of  nine  trus- 
tees, chosen  by  the  town  in  the  usual  manner.  The  members  of 
the  present  board  are :  Hon.  Thomas  Winship,  Solon  O.  Richard- 
son, Otis  V.  Waterman,  William  E.  Rogers,  William  W.  Taft, 
Ashton  H.  Thayer,  Maitland  P.  Foster,  Harry  Foster  and  Peter  S. 
Roberts.     Miss  Harriet  A.  Shepard  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  8,304 ;  valuation,  $6,024,176  ;  volumes,  1898, 
12,847;  circulation,  23,606. 

WAIiBS. 

The  town  of  Wales  accepted  the  provisions  of  chapter  347  of 
the  Acts  of  1890  in  the  spring  of  1896  ;  but,  owing  to  certain  in- 
formalities in  the  town's  election  of  trustees,  corrected  in  the 
April  meeting  of  1897,  the  $100  worth  of  books  could  not  be  de- 
livered by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  until  the  latter 
date.  The  librai-y  was  opened  Oct.  1,  1897.  The  town  has  made 
an  appropriation  of  $100  each  year  for  its  benefit.  Miss  Anna  M. 
Johnson  of  Brookline  gave  the  town  $100,  to  be  known  as  the 
'*  Wight  Fund,"  in  memory  of  Mary  L.  and  Caroline  M.  Wight, 
the  annual  income  to  be  expended  for  books.  The  library  is  kept 
in  the  store  of  Willis  Chamberlin,  and  is  open  for  delivery  of  books 
on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons.  The  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $30.  Teachers  are  accorded  special  privileges.  The 
management  is  in  the  hands  of  three  trustees,  elected  by  the  town 
in  the  usual  way.  The  present  trustees  are :  George  Weston  Davis, 
Miss  Mary  A.  Converse  and  Miss  Anna  Burley.  Willis  Chamber- 
lin is  libranan. 

Population,  1895,  783;  valuation,  $276,217;  volumes,  1898, 
350;  circulation,  2,792. 

WALPOIiE. 

At  an  adjourned  town  meeting,  held  March  18,  1876,  it  was 
voted,  on  petition  of  Geoi*ge  A.  Kendall  and  others,  *'  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  free  public  library."  At  the  same  meeting  a  board 
of  six  trustees  was  chosen,  and  the  sum  of  $485,  inclading  the 
dog  tax  of  $235,  was  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  library 
for  the  ensuing  year.     At  a  meeting  held  March  12,  1877,  the 
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town  accepted  the  by-laws  and  roles  and  regulations  submitted  by 
the  trustees.  In  April,  1876,  an  agreement  was  made  between 
the  trustees  of  the  public  library  and  the  East  Walpole  Library 
Association,  whereby  the  books  belonging  to  the  latter,  about  700 
in  number,  were  given  to  the  public  library,  upon  the  condition 
that  books  should  be  sent  to  East  Walpole  once  a  week  for  ten 
years.  That  agreement  took  effect  August  1  of  the  same  year. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  time,  the  citizens  of  East  Walpole  paid 
for  haying  the  books  brought  to  them,  and  continued  doing  so 
until  June  1,  1889,  when  the  trustees  again  agreed  to  send  them. 
The  library  also  received  at  about  the  same  time  the  Young 
People's  library,  of  about  125  volumes,  and  the  Agricultural 
Library,  of  about  75  volumes.  The  collection  was  opened  for 
public  use  July  15,  1876,  in  a  drug  store,  where  it  remained  until 
April,  1878,  when  it  was  removed  to  a  room  in  the  building  owned 
by  Nathaniel  Bird.  It  was  removed  from  there  to  its  present 
rooms  in  the  town  house  Sept.  26,  1881. 

The  library  has  been  supported  by  annual  grants  from  the  town, 
the  amount  for  the  past  two  years  being  $800.  Early  in  its  his- 
tory it  received  gifts  amounting  to  $250  from  three  of  its  citizens 
and  the  proceeds  of  four  entertainments,  — $172.89 .  One  hundred 
dollars  of  these  gifts  was  reserved  for  a  permanent  fund.  In  1896 
the  sum  of  $5,000  was  received  from  the  estate  of  Hon.  F.  W. 
Bird  of  East  Walpole,  who  had  also  contributed  at  different  times 
for  the  special  needs  of  the  library  as  they  had  become  known  to 
him.  The  need  of  a  library  building  being  strongly  felt,  the 
bequest  of  Mr.  Bird  was  placed  at  interest,  to  be  used  for  that 
purpose  in  the  future.  In  1895  the  interest  of  $600  was  received 
from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Hyde,  to  be  used  annually  for 
the  purchase  of  books. 

The  first  catalogue,  of  1,242  volumes,  was  issued  when  the 
library  was  opened,  and  the  second  in  1882.  The  entire  edition 
of  the  last  catalogue  being  exhausted,  the  trustees  decided,  before 
printing  another,  to  reclassify  the  library,  and  it  was  closed  except 
for  the  delivery  of  magazines  the  first  of  April,  1890,  when  the 
catalogue  was  begun,  and  reopened  July  12.  In  1894  a  supple- 
ment was  issued,  and  another  will  soon  be  issued.  The  library  is 
open  every  afternoon  in  the  week  and  three  evenings,  the  hours 
being  from  2  to  5  and  6  to  9.  Books  are  received  and  delivered 
on  but  three  of  these  days,  the  rooms  being  open  for  reading  and 
reference  the  remainder  of  the  time. 

The  library  having  entirely  outgrown  its  accommodations,  it 
was  voted  by  the   town,  in  March,   1897,   "that   the   board  of 
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selectmen  be  authorized  to  take  from  the  lower  town  hall  sufficient 
space  to  enlai'ge  the  Public  Library  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  trus- 
tees, and  that  for  that  purpose  the  sum  of  $400  be  appropriated 
therefor."  In  accordance  with  the  vote,  about  one- half  the  space 
occupied  by  the  lower  hall  was  taken  for  the  uses  of  the  library ; 
the  reading-room  was  newly  furnished,  and  several  additions  made 
to  the  list  of  periodicals ;  and  new  rules  were  adopted,  to  make 
the  conditions  favorable  for  reading  and  study.  Magazines  and 
papers  especially  adapted  to  the  young  were  placed  on  a  table  by 
themselves,  and  juvenile  books  were  all  placed  in  a  section  to- 
gether. The  public  was  granted  free  access  to  the  shelves,  and 
each  book  and  shelf  numbered  additionally  to  the  regular  number- 
ing, to  make  it  easy  for  the  patrons  to  return  books  to  their  proper 
places.  The  two  card  system  has  been  in  use  two  years.  Each 
school  building  in  town  is  supplied  with  a  catalogue,  and  each 
teacher  has  the  use  of  twelve  cards  for  the  school,  or  can  have 
eighteen  by  special  application  to  the  librarian. 

The  government  of  the  library  is  by  a  board  of  six  trustees, 
chosen  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  town,  the  present  members 
being :  Horace  C.  Metcalf,  J.  Ella  Boyden,  Martha  W.  Allen, 
Robert  S.  Gray,  Willard  I.  Lewis  and  Marion  E.  Child.  Miss 
Nettie  S.  Gough  has  been  the  librarian  for  the  last  eight  years. 

Population,  1895,  2,994 ;  valuation,  $2,144,477 ;  volumes,  1898, 
7,613 ;  circulation,  14,788. 

WAIiTHAM. 

In  1865  the  town  of  Waltham  passed  a  vote  accepting  the  gift 
of  the  "  Rumford  Library,"  so  called,  and  establishing  a  Free 
Public  Library.  The  *'  Rumford  Library"  was  a  component  part 
of  the  ^'  Rumford  Institute  for  Mutual  Instruction,"  an  organiza- 
tion founded  in  1826,  and  conducted  on  a  plan  of  lyceum  lectures 
and  a  library,  with  a  small  fee  for  the  maintenance  and  promotion 
of  both  objects.  This  organization  was  the  offspring  of  the  newly 
awakened  manufacturing  development  of  Waltham,  caused  mainly 
by  the  establishment  of  the  mills  of  the  Boston  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  was  in  a  great  measure  patronized  and  supported 
by  those  connected  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  new  industrial 
life  of  the  town.  The  company  early  in  its  career  established  a 
small  library,  called  the  Manufacturers'  Library,  and  distributed 
the  books  weekly  to  its  operatives.  In  1880  its  books  were 
given  to  the  Rumford  Institute,  and  thus  became  the  nucleus  of 
the  library  of  that  oi^anization.  Subsequently,  for  many  years, 
the  company,  by  liberal  donations  and  acts  of  public-spirited  gen- 
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erosity,  afforded  opportanity  for  the  increase  of  the  namber  of 
books  commensarate  with  the  growth  and  wants  of  the  community. 
So,  by  1865,  when  the  institute,  desirous  of  still  farther  promot- 
ing the  usefulness  of  the  library,  offered  it  to  the  town  as  a  public 
library,  the  number  of  books  amounted  to  4,000  well-selected 
volumes.  At  about  the  same  time  the  ^^  Social  Library/'  organ- 
ized and  carried  on  by  shareholders  under  the  law  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  such  institutions,  and  afterwards  given  to  the  Unitarian 
Society,  was  presented  by  that  society  to  the  town,  as  an  addition 
to  the  new  public  library.  The  library  was  located  in  rooms  in 
the  bank  building,  under  the  direction  of  a  board  of  eight  trustees, 
holding  office  for  two  years,  four  being  elected  every  year.  In 
1873  the  Agricultural  Library,  the  pi*operty  of  the  Waltham  Far- 
mers' Club,  was  added  to  the  collection.  In  1879,  the  rooms  in 
the  bank  building  proving  too  small,  new  apartments  were  secured 
in  the  Chas.  A.  Welch  block,  where  the  library  has  since  been 
located.  Under  the  change  of  government  from  town  to  city  the 
board  of  directors  was  reduced  to  six,  holding  office  for  three 
years,  two  being  appointed  each  year  by  the  mayor  and  confirmed 
by  the  board  of  aldermen. 

A  librarian  and  three  assistants  are  in  charge,  at  an  annual 
expense  of  SI, 7 00.  The  rooms  are  opened  to  the  public  from 
1  to  9  P.M.  on  week-days,  with  the  exception  of  legal  holidays 
and  two  weeks  in  August,  when  all  books  are  called  in  and  the 
library  is  closed  for  inspection.  The  annual  amount  of  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  library,  with  the  exception  of  rent, 
light  and  heating,  is  about  (3,700.  The  income  of  a  small  fund 
known  as  the  "Jacob  C.  Whitney  fund,"  the  only  endowment 
the  library  ever  received,  is  annually  expended  for  reference 
books.  The  reference  room  is  quite  an  important  feature  of  the 
librai7,  and  is  extensively  consulted  by  teachers  and  scholars  and 
those  engaged  in  study  on  any  special  topic.  For  the  benefit  of 
teachers,  an  arrangement  has  been  made  permitting  them  to  take 
for  reference  in  their  schools  four  volumes  at  a  time,  and  retain 
them  four  weeks  if  desired.  The  library  has  always  worked  in 
harmony  with  the  schools,  by  extending  and  supplementing  the 
work  of  our  educational  system.  A  rule  has  been  recently 
adopted  of  allowing  adult  card  holders  to  take  two  books  on  one 
cai'd,  provided  that  but  one  be  a  book  of  fiction.  In  this  way  the 
use  of  more  solid  reading  matter  has  been  encouraged,  with  grati- 
fying results.  Also  popular  books,  desired  by  patrons,  may  be 
held  for  them  for  a  limited  time,  on  notification  by  postal  or  other- 
wise.    A  printed  catalogue  and  a  card  catalogue  are  in  use,  sup- 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.  875 

plemented  by  monthly  bulletins  of  accessions.  On  these  monthly 
bolletins  are  special  lists  of  books  on  timely  topics  contained  in 
the  library,  collated  and  prepared  by  the  librarian. 

In  1894,  by  the  will  of  Francis  Buttrick,  the  sum  of  $60,000 
was  bequeathed  for  a  new  library  building.  This  sum  is  not  yet 
available,  but,  as  soon  as  it  is,  will  be  devoted  to  the  urgent  needs 
for  which  it  was  generously  given. 

Mrs.  Mary  £.  Bill  is  librarian,  and  the  present  directors  are : 
Nathan  Warren,  chairman ;  Frances  C.  Harvey,  secretary ;  Henry 
Whittemore,  Thomas  H.  RoUinson,  Joseph  £.  Mitchell  and 
Michael  J.  Connolly. 

Population,  1895,  20,876;  valuation,  $19,584,719;  volumes, 
1898,  25,822 ;  circulation,  65,450. 

WABB. 

The  first  library  in  Ware  was  the  ^^  Mechanics'  and  Manufact- 
orers'  Library,"  which  was  organized  in  1824,  and  made  a  very 
good  collection  of  books.  It  served  a  useful  purpose  for  many 
years,  but  was  moved  from  place  to  place,  and  twenty  years  later 
the  interest  in  it  had  waned.  It  was  revived  in  1850  and  1853, 
but  in  1861  the  books  were  placed  in  the  care  of  the  '*  Ware  Nat- 
ural History  Society ; "  and,  when  the  "  Young  Men's  Library  As- 
sociation" was  formed,  in  1872,  the  collection,  then  numbering 
about  400  volumes,  passed  into  its  possession  as  the  nucleus  of  the 
present  library.  The  sum  of  $300  was  raised  among  the  business 
men  for  the  purchase  of  books,  and  the  library  was  opened  Feb. 
28,  1872,  with  700  volumes  upon  its  shelves.  A  corporation  was 
formed  under  the  general  laws  in  1872.  At  first  it  was  a  subscrip- 
tion library,  but  now  it  is  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
which  appropriates  the  dog  tax,  about  $400,  and  $1,000  additional 
annuaUy  for  its  support.  In  1879  Calvin  Hitchcock  proposed  to 
give  the  association  a  site  for  the  erection  of  a  library  building, 
provided  the  sum  of  $10,000  could  be  raised  for  that  purpose; 
and  the  next  year  the  Hon.  WiUiam  Hyde  offered  to  provide  the 
$10,000  needed.  A  fine  building,  forty-five  by  fifty  feet  in  size, 
was  erected  and  dedicated  July  19,  1881.  It  is  constructed  of 
brick  with  trimmings  of  Portland  brown  stone,  Longmeadow  free- 
stone and  Philadelphia  moulded  brick.  The  interior  finish  is  of 
brown  ash,  and  it  has  a  capacity  for  about  20,000  volumes.  The 
cost  of  the  building  was  about  $13,000,  and  a  fund  of  $2,000  is 
provided,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  needed  repairs. 
J.  H.  G.  Gilbert  was  a  liberal  donor  toward  the  work.  The 
building  is  the  property  of  the  association,  and  the  library  is  man- 
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aged  by  a  board  of  directors  annually  chosen  by  the  associates, 
in  which  the  town  has  no  representation. 

There  is  a  collection  of  local  publications.  Special  privileges 
are  accorded  the  high  school  pupils,  and  a  special  library  selected 
by  the  teachers  is  placed  in  the  high  school  building  for  circulation^ 
A  card  catalogue  was  recently  completed,  at  a  cost  of  |1,200« 
The  library  is  open  every  week-day  from  2  to  8  p.m.  The  annual 
cost  of  administration  is  8600.  The  present  directors  are :  Fred- 
erick D.  Gilmore,  C.  C.  Hitchcock,  J.  H.  G.  Gilbert,  William  H. 
Hall,  F.  M.  Sibley,  H.  K.  Hyde  and  William  S.  Hyde.  The 
librarian  is  Miss  Harriet  B.  Hayden. 

Population,  1895,  7,651 ;  valuation,  $4,560,288;  volumes,  1898, 
11,020;  circulation,  25,967. 

WABBHAM. 

The  free  library  in  Wareham,  established  in  1891,  was  the  gen- 
erous gift  of  Miss  Anna  Sears  Amory  to  the  townspeople.  It 
was  incorporated  Sept.  2,  1891,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Statutes.  Miss  Amory,  then  a  summer  resident  of  Wareham, 
bore  the  entire  expense  of  founding  a  public  reading-room,  well 
supplied  with  current  periodicals,  and  gave  to  it  over  700  volumes 
of  popular  and  useful  literature.  Several  citizens  also  contributed 
books.  The  ladies  of  the  town  volunteered  to  care  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  library,  and  a  fund  of  $400  has  been  raised,  the 
interest  of  which  aids  in  its  support.  The  town  contributes 
nothing,  and  the  only  other  sources  of  income  are  subscriptions 
and  the  proceeds  of  entertainments.  The  books  ai'e  kept  in  the 
upper  rooms  of  a  business  block.  The  annual  cost  of  adminis- 
tration is  $75.  A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1891,  and  lists  of 
accessions  are  printed  when  needed.  The  library  is  open  Wednes- 
days and  Saturdays  from  2  to  9  p.m.  A  board  of  directors  is 
annually  chosen  by  the  members  of  the  corporation.  The  present 
board  includes:  Mrs.  Anna  S.  (Amory)  Weld,  Miss  Dora  M. 
Wing,  Miss  Sarah  H.  Sawyer,  Mrs.  Alice  Bryant,  Miss  Hannah 
T.  B.  Dykes,  Miss  Lucy  E.  Swift,  Mrs.  Celeste  Lary  and  Miss 
Fanny  A.  Sawyer.     Mrs.  Harriet  P.  Harlow  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895, 3,367  ;  valuation,  $2,192,462 ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,790;  circulation,  6,792. 

WABBBN. 

The  Warren  Public  Library  was  founded  by  an  association 
which  was  incorporated  Jan.  17,  1876,  and  its  use  is  free  to  '<  any 
responsible  person  residing  in  Wan^en."    The  town  annually  ap- 
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priates  to  it  the  amoant  of  the  dog  tax,  $360,  and  about  $400 
additional.  Among  the  gifts  to  the  library  have  been  a  bequest 
of  $5,000  from  the  late  Lucius  J.  Enowles  of  Worcester,  a 
former  resident  of  the  town,  and  a  legacy  of  $5,000  from  J.  W. 
Chadsey,  the  income  of  both  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library ;  a  gift  of  $500  for  books  from  Nathan  Richardson ;  an 
annual  gift  of  $100  for  several  years  past  from  the  George  F. 
Blake  Manufacturing  Company;  and  500  volumes  from  Mrs. 
George  D.  Hastings  of  New  York.  Previous  to  July,  1890,  the 
town  provided  rooms  for  the  library  in  the  town  hall  building, 
but  a  handsome  granite  library  building  was  then  completed,  at 
a  cost  of  $20,000,  which  is  owned  by  the  corporation  of  the  War- 
ren Public  Library,  the  funds  having  been  secured  by  private 
subscription,  Nathan  Richardson  giving  $5,000.  The  building  is 
forty-five  by  fifty  feet  in  size,  and  is  surmounted  by  a  tower. 
Over  the  entrance  is  the  inscription,  ^^  Open  to  all."  The  finish  of 
the  interior  is  of  quartered  oak;  on  the  firat  floor  there  are  a 
spacious  reading-room  and  stack  room,  besides  the  oflSce  and 
other  convenient  arrangements.  A  village  hall,  and  an  art  gallery 
and  museum  occupy  the  upper  stoiy.  The  hall  is  used  for  read- 
ing clubs,  meetings  of  the  Library  Association,  and  other  pur- 
poses that  will  not  interfere  with  the  reading-room  or  library. 
The  property  is  held  by  a  corporation  known  as  the  "  Warren 
Public  Library.''  A  small  fee  is  required  for  admission  to  the 
association.  The  free  reading-room  is  supported  by  private  sub- 
scriptions, at  a  cost  of  about  $200  per  annum,  and  the  number  of 
visits  to  it  the  past  year  was  about  16,000.  The  estimated 
capacity  of  the  new  building  is  about  12,000  volumes.  The  chil- 
dren in  the  public  schools  have  the  privilege  of  consulting  the 
books  on  the  shelves,  and  can  obtain  a  school  card  upon  which 
they  can  draw  an  increased  number  of  books.  A  catalogue  was 
issued  July  1,  1890,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  published.  The 
library  is  open  every  week-day  from  2  to  9  p.m.  The  annual  cost 
of  administration  is  about  $347.  The  library  is  managed  by  a 
board  of  directors,  chosen  by  the  association,  of  which  the  chair- 
man of  the  selectmen  and  the  chairman  of  the  school  committee 
of  the  town  are,  ex  offlciis^  members.  The  present  directors  are : 
Wilson  H.  Fairbank,  president,  William  A.  Jenks,  Edward  Fair- 
banks, treasurer,  and  George  A.  Shumway,  life  trustees;  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Deland,  Joseph  G.  Hastings,  Mrs.  M.  M.  Richardson, 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Hitchcock,  William  B.  Forbush,  elected  trustees; 
William  E.  Patrick  and  Frank  E.  Gleason,  ex  offlciis.  Joseph  G. 
Hastings  is  librarian  and  Ada  L.  Wetherbee  assistant. 
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Population,  1895, 4,480 ;  valuation,  $2,853,839 ;  volumes,  1898, 
9,477 ;  circulation,  16,710. 

WABWIOK. 

In  the  summer  of  1815  a  circulating  library  was  organized  in 
Warwick,  a  small  sum  being  charged  for  the  privilege  of  taking 
books.  This  library  was  kept  up  as  a  private  enterprise  until 
1871,  when  it  was  given  to  the  town,  which  had,  the  preceding 
fall,  appropriated  the  sum  of  $100  towards  establishing  a  public 
library.  Its  use  now  became  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  each  family  being  allowed  four  books  at  a  time.  The 
librarian  for  the  first  nine  years  was  Dr.  Samuel  P.  French,  a  man 
of  education  and  literary  taste,  and  his  judicious  selection  of  books 
laid  the  foundation  of  much  of  the  future  usefulness  of  the  library. 
It  was  kept  in  rooms  in  a  dwelling-house  until  January,  1895, 
when  it  was  removed  to  a  room  in  the  new  town  hall  building. 
This  room  is  light,  pleasant  and  convenient,  but  will  soon  be  too 
small.  In  November,  1876,  Hon.  Jefferson  Bancroft  of  Lowell 
gave  to  the  town  a  fund  of  $500,  the  interest  to  be  expended 
annually  for  books.  In  accepting  this  gift,  the  town  agreed  to 
pay  six  per  cent,  interest  on  the  fund,  and  to  annually  raise  and 
expend  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  not  less  than  $100.  In  Cksto- 
ber,  1898,  the  library  received  a  bequest  of  $500  from  Dr.  Joseph 
Draper  of  Brattleboro,  Yt.,  the  income  to  be  expended  in  books 
upon  agriculture  and  biography.  In  April,  1895,  another  fund 
of  $500  was  received,  this  being  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Martha  Clap  of 
Dorchester,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  used  for  binding  books 
and  periodicals,  and  any  surplus  not  needed  for  that  purpose  may 
be  used  for  purchasing  books.  In  1884  $100  was  received  from 
the  estate  of  Mr.  Alexander  Blake  of  Orange,  to  be  expended  for 
books;  and  in  1891  a  like  sum  was  bequeathed  the  library  by 
Samuel  W.  Spooner  of  this  town.  Two  school  districts  have 
given  their  books  to  the  town.  In  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  255  of  the  Acts  of  1892,  the  library  received  $100  worth 
of  books  from  the  State.  This  gift  comprised  81  volumes  of  at* 
tractive  and  useful  books.  Miss  Rhoda  A.  Cook  has  established  a 
children's  department  for  supplying  books  to  the  youngest  readers. 
She  has  already  given  60  books,  and  it  is  her  intention  to  gradu- 
ally increase  the  number  to  100,  and  to  keep  that  number  good, 
thus  making  it  a  permanent  feature  of  the  library.  The  leading 
donors  of  books  have  been  Hon.  Jefferson  Bancroft  of  Lowell, 
Wm.  B.  Trask  and  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Clap  of  Dorchester,  and  Nahum 
Jones  of  Warwick.  Mr.  Bancroft,  Dr.  Draper,  Mr.  Blake,  Mrs. 
Mary  B.  Clap  and  Miss  Cook  were  natives  of  the  town. 
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The  library  is  open  Wednesdays  from  2  to  6  p.m.,  and  Satur- 
days from  2  to  8  p.m.  Lists  of  accessions  are  printed  in  the 
coanty  newspaper.  There  is  a  card  catalogue,  and  a  finding  list 
was  printed  in  1892.  The  teachers  in  the  public  schools  are  per- 
mitted to  draw  any  number  of  volumes  needed  for  use  in  the 
schools,  and  to  retain  them  while  the  schools  are  in  session,  unless 
there  is  other  demand  for  their  use.  The  annual  income  of  the 
library  from  town  appropriation  and  invested  funds  is  $175.  It  is 
managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  two  being  chosen  by  the  town 
each  year  for  a  term  of  three  years.  The  present  trustees  are : 
Wm.  K.  Taylor,  chairman ;  Clara  A.  Jones,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer; Joseph  A.  Williams,  James  L.  Stockwell,  Gertrude  £.  Ball 
and  Gilman  F.  Morse.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Clara  A.  Jones. 

Population,  1895,  599;  valuation,  $321,905;  volumes,  1898, 
3,485;  circulation,  4,413. 

WASHINQTON. 

There  is  no  free  library  in  the  town  of  Washington,  but  the 
citizens  have  the  free  use  of  the  library  of  Beckett  The  librarian 
of  the  Becket  Athenaeum  reports  that  the  people  of  Washington 
borrowed  only  44  volumes  during  1897.  The  town  has  a  large 
area,  greatly  diversified  and  mostly  given  up  to  pastures  and 
woodland.  The  population  is  widely  scattered,  and  there  is  no 
considerable  village. 

Population,  1895,  423;  valuation,  $197,176. 

WATBBTOWN. 

The  first  library  of  which  we  have  any  account  formed  in  Water- 
town  was  a  social  library,  organized  in  1799,  at  the  east  pai*t  of 
the  town,  near  where  the  first  settlement  was  located  in  1630. 
It  was  called  at  first  the  ''Union  Library,"  and  afterwards  the 
*' Union  Social  Library  of  Watertown."  The  heading  to  the 
original  subscription  stated  that  ''We,  the  subscribers,  being  de- 
sirous of  promoting  learning,  do  hereby  agree  to  form  ourselves 
into  a  society  for  that  purpose ;  and,  as  it  will  be  needful  for  to 
have  a  sum  of  money  for  to  purchase  the  books  for  a  library,  we 
hereby  do  agree  to  pay  per  share  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  dol- 
lars, said  money  to  be  paid  at  the  time  the  society  hold  their  first 
meeting,  and  appoint  some  person  or  persons  to  receive  it,  or  a 
collector  that  shall  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  it ; 
said  money  to  be  laid  out  to  purchase  such  books  for  our  use  as 
the  majority  of  the  society  shall  agree  upon.  We  also  agree  that 
when  twenty  shares  shall  be  subscribed  for,  some  five  of  them  (the 
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BubBcribeiB)  shall  apply  to  a  jostice  of  the  peace  for  a  warrant  to 
warn  the  first  meeting  for  to  choose  all  officers,  and  making  such 
by-laws  for  the  governing  said  library  as  shall  then  be  thought 
needfnl."  A  minnte  record  is  preserved  of  the  meetings  of  the 
association,  and  of  the  purchase  of  the  standard  books  of  the  day 
to  the  number  of  235  volumes.  The  annual  meetings,  which  par- 
took somewhat  of  a  social  character,  were  held  for  many  years  at 
Bird's  Tavern.  In  1836  the  meetings  began  to  be  called  at  the 
east  school-house,  and  in  1842  a  union  was  formed  with  the  North 
District  School  Library,  under  the  name  of  the  "  North  District 
Union  Social  Library."  The  remnants  of  this  library,  including 
about  a  dozen  volumes  which  belonged  to  district-school  libraries 
of  the  times  of  Horace  Mann,  after  thii-ty-six  years  more  of  partial 
usefulness  and  natural  neglect,  came,  in  1875,  by  the  hand  of 
Joseph  Bird,  to  the  care  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  the  natural 
successor  of  this  institution,  and  of  the  various  circulating  and 
other  libraries  and  book  clubs  that  had  from  time  to  time  existed 
in  the  town. 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Bird  is  due  much  credit  for  efforts  in  the  foun- 
dation of  the  public  library.  He  was  a  hearty  supporter  of  the 
system  of  district-school  libraries,  the  custodian  of  the  Union 
Social  Library,  and  he  obtained  the  contributious  for  a  ^ '  teacher's 
library,"  established  at  the  high  school.  The  foundation  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  was  due  to  a  larger  movement,  promoted  by 
more  politic  and  perhaps  wiser  men.  Rev.  John  Weiss,  a  man 
alive  to  the  broadest  and  fullest  use  of  books,  possessed  a  large 
library,  the  use  of  which  he  freely  offered  to  his  friends  and 
acquaintances.  He  showed  by  his  own  discourse,  which  was 
brilliant  with  the  best  thought  of  all  time,  that  he  was  no  miser 
with  such  treasures,  but  ready  to  give  to  all,  or  lead  them  to  pur- 
chase at  public  expense  the  best  that  they  could  be  made  to  use 
and  appreciate.  Dr.  Alfred  Hosmer,  a  scholar  of  no  mean  attain* 
ments,  an  honored  graduate  of  one  of  Harvard's  most  honored 
classes,  a  man  of  rare  executive  ability,  upon  whose  office  table 
was  penned  the  first  call  for  a  public  meeting  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter, was  at  first  and  ever  as  long  as  he  lived  a  persistent  advocate 
of  hearty  municipal  and  private  support  to  this  institution. 

Mr.  Jesse  Locke  offered  the  $600  which  he  had  received  for  his 
services  as  representative  of  the  town  the  previous  year;  Mr. 
Alvin  Adams,  the  founder  of  the  express  business  which  still  bears 
his  name,  offered  a  still  larger  sum,  $1,000;  Miles  Pratt,  a  large- 
minded  citizen,  and  many  others,  had  pledged  their  support.  So, 
even  at  the  first  public  meetings  called  to  consider  the  project,  the 
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establishment  of  a  public  library  was  assured.  This  was  as  early 
as  1867.  At  a  town  meeting  held  in  July,  1868,  the  town  agreed 
<^  to  accept  a  gift  to  establish  a  free  library,  provide  a  convenient 
place  to  receive  it,  and  make  it  useful  to  the  citizens ;  the  said 
library  to  belong  to  the  town,  be  cared  for,  and  enlarged  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit  by  annual  votes  of  the  town,  in  meeting 
assembled."  A  committee  was  appointed  to  receive  the  contri- 
butions, which  then  amounted  to  over  $6,000,  and  to  establish 
and  manage  the  library  until  their  successors  should  be  chosen. 

The  Free  Public  Library  of  Watertown  was  first  opened  to 
the  public  March  31,  1869,  with  2,250  volumes  upon  the  shelves, 
and  $3,000  in  cash  and  subscriptions,  to  be  expended  for  books. 
Among  the  contributors  to  this  gift  were  Seth  and  George  Bemis 
of  Newton;  the  heirs  of  Abijah  White,  living  in  Cambridge; 
Horatio  Hollis  Hunnewell  of  Wellesley;  Judge  George  Tyler 
Bigelow  and  Judge  Benjamin  Robbins  Curtis  of  Boston ;  Edward 
Whitney  of  Belmont ;  the  son  and  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Convers 
Francis  of  Cambridge ;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Lyman  of  Waltham ;  Mrs. 
Theodore  Chase  of  Boston ;  Edward  G.  Rowse  of  St.  Louis ;  and 
William  Cole  of  Baltimore,  —  all  former  residents  of  Watei-town, 
or  descendants  of  former  residents,  —  who  thus  showed  their 
interest  in  the  home  of  their  youth,  and  honored  their  ancestry. 

Among  citizens  of  the  town  who  have  been  generous  friends  of  the 
library,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  were :  Josiah  Stickney, 
a  noted  horticulturist ;  Adolpbe  Lewando,  the  proprietor  of  exten- 
sive dye-works  in  the  town ;  David  B.  Flint,  for  some  time  presi- 
dent of  the  Cambridge  National  Bank;  and  others,  who  gave 
amounts  vaijing  with  their  ability.  This  common  agreement  of 
all  the  most  appreciative  citizens  not  only  furnished  the  necessary 
means  to  procure  the  books,  but  gave  evidence  to  the  young  and 
others  less  familiar  with  books  of  the  estimate  placed  upon  their 
value  and  importance  by  people  capable  of  judging.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  foundation  of  the  library  was  highly  creditable  to  the 
public  spirit,  the  energy  and  zealous  self-denial  of  a  large  number 
of  its  citizens. 

The  Rev.  John  Weiss  was  the  chairman.  Dr.  Alfred  Hosmer  the 
secretary  of  the  first  board  of  trustees,  and  Solon  F.  Whitney  was 
chosen  librarian  before  a  volume  was  purchased.  Mr.  Weiss  gave 
largely  from  his  own  library,  and  his  wide  knowledge  of  literature 
was  an  invaluable  aid  in  the  excellent  choice  of  books  which  were 
pui*chased  as  the  foundation  of  the  library.  David  T.  Huckins, 
Abiel  Abbott,  Joshua  Coolidge,  James  M.  Bell,  Charles  J.  Barry 
and  Joseph  Bird  were  among  the  early  trustees,  who  gave  stability 


382  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

and  character  to  the  enterprise.  The  entbnsiasm  of  Mr.  Whitney 
has  never  flagged,  and  the  library  has  gained  in  usefnlneas  by  the 
unity  of  plan  which  he  has  been  enabled  to  maintain  from  the 
beginning  to  the  present  time. 

Accommodations  were  at  first  provided  for  the  library  in  an 
nnoccapied  school  room,  and  later  in  the  town  hall  building.  In 
1882  the  friends  of  the  library  determined  to  raise  $20,000  by 
subscription  towards  the  erection  of  a  library  building.  H.  H, 
Hunnewell  gave  $10,000,  one-half  the  amount;  Samuel  Walker 
gave  $4,200 ;  Edward  Whitney,  Seth  Bemis  and  Mrs.  Lucy  W. 
Titcombe,  $1,000  each;  and  more  than  the  amount  called  for  was 
quickly  pledged.  The  town  then  appropriated  $20,000  and  the 
building  was  begun  and  rapidly  carried  forward  to  completion. 
The  books  were  moved  into  it  Feb.  22,  1884.  It  is  a  handsome 
edifice,  in  the  French  renaissance  style  of  architecture,  consti-ucted 
of  brick  with  New  Brunswick  red  freestone  trimmings,  and  will 
shelve  at  present  about  25,000  volumes.  The  capacity  can  be 
largely  increased  as  proposed  by  a  new  stack  of  shelving.  The 
building,  including  the  improvements  and  the  lot  on  which  it 
stands,  has  cost  about  $55,000  to  $60,000.  In  1888  the  heurs  of 
the  late  Asa  Pratt  of  Watertown  gave  the  town  $5,000  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  periodicals  for  an  additional  reading-room  in 
connection  with  the  public  library,  on  condition  that  the  town 
would  finish  the  basement  of  the  building  for  the  purpose,  —  a 
condition  which  the  town  gladly  accepted,  and  carried  out  at  an 
expense  of  $3,000  to  the  town,  besides  valuable  contributions  of 
labor  and  materials  from  several  manufacturers  of  Watertown. 
Mr.  Charles  Pratt,  one  of  the  heirs,  has  also  made  valuable  dona- 
tions to  the  libraiy  in  honor  of  his  father.  Gifts  to  the  library 
from  the  beginning,  about  thirty  years,  now  reach  more  than  $35,- 
000  in  money,  besides  the  Hunnewell  addition  of  1898,  and  6,000 
bound  volumes  and  35,000  papers  and  pamphlets.  The  library 
now  contains  over  25,000  volumes  and  over  28,000  pamphlets 
and  papers,  or  three  volumes  on  the  shelves  for  every  man,  woman 
and  child  in  the  town,  with  a  circulation  of  nearly  double  that 
number.  The  Watertown  Public  Library  was  one  of  the  earliest 
in  the  State  to  begin  a  card  catalogue,  one  having  been  commenced 
in  1868,  and  kept  up  to  the  present  time.  A  new  card  catalogue 
for  the  use  of  readers  has  recently  been  placed  in  the  deiiveiy 
room. 

In  the  autumn  of  1898  H.  H.  Hunnewell  of  Wellesley,  who 
thirty  years  before  assisted  in  founding  the  library,  offered 
to  build  a  fire-proof  addition  to  the  existing  building,  and  has 
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since  erected  a  sabetantial  wing  of  brick  and  stone,  twenty  by 
forty  feet  in  plan,  with  a  semi-circular  projection.  The  ground 
floor  is  fitted  up  as  a  reference  and  reading  room,  the  basement 
serves  as  a  local  history  room,  available  for  meetings  of  the  board 
of  trustees  and  various  historical  and  literary  societies,  and  a^  a 
place  of  deposit  for  important  documents  and  records. 

The  purpose  of  making  the  library  useful  to  the  public,  and 
especially  to  the  schools,  and  of  stimulating  readers  to  select  the 
best  literature,  has  been  kept  constantly  in  view,  and  has  produced 
excellent  results.  It  has  helped  readers  and  improved  the  quality 
of  their  reading,  by  the  aid  of  reading  clubs,  travel  clubs,  and 
through  the  co-operation  of  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools.  It 
has  purchased  many  books  for  the  use  of  these  clubs.  It  is 
doing  a  good  work  in  the  collection  of  materials  for  local  history, 
the  study  of  which  is  being  fostered  by  the  Historical  Society  of 
Watertown,  and  by  the  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Some  of  the  most  efficient  work  of  the  library  has  been 
done  in  co-operation  with  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools, 
although  the  ideal  activity  and  usefulness  in  this  direction  have  not 
yet  been  reached,  partly  from  the  frequent  change  of  teachers 
and  partly  from  individual  apathy  among  those  who  should  take 
the  lead.  A  card  is  issued  to  each  teacher,  on  which  six  books 
for  her  own  use  may  be  taken  at  once ;  and  also  a  card  on  which 
she  may  take  ten  books  for  the  use  of  her  pupils.  The  librarian 
otherwise  invites  co-operation  by  offering  the  use  in  the  library  of 
separate  rooms  and  sets  of  books,  with  the  aid  of  the  whole  library 
force. 

In  April,  1898,  upon  petition  of  the  Woman's  Club,  the  library 
was  opened  to  the  public  on  Sundays  from  3  to  9  p.m.  The 
attendance  has  been  nearly  double  that  of  other  days,  reaching 
on  one  Sunday  over  200.  No  branches  have  been  established, 
although  one  of  the  earliest  promoters  of  the  library,  Joseph  Bird, 
proposed  such  action,  and  argued  in  its  favor  at  town  meetings 
before  other  towns  had  adopted  this  mode  of  increasing  the  use 
of  books. 

The  annual  appropriation  by  the  town  is  $3,450  and  the  re- 
funded dog  tax,  which  amounts  to  $300  or  $400.  The  Asa  Pratt 
fund,  over  $300  yearly.  In  the  summer  of  1898  Mrs.  Abby  V. 
Barry  left  the  library  $1,000  to  be  spent  for  books.  This  will  be 
made  the  nucleus  of  a  ''Barry  Fund."  The  present  trustees, 
chosen  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  town,  are:  Herbert  Cool- 
idge,  chairman;  Walter  B.  Snow,  secretary;  Charles  Brigham, 
treasurer;  William  H.  Bustin,  Jr.,  and  Julian  A.  Mead,  M.D. 
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Solon  F.  Whitney  has  been  librarian  from  the  inception  of  the 
library,  in  Angnst,  1868. 

Popolation,  1895,  7,788 ;  valuation,  $8,706,146 ;  volumes,  1898, 
25,023 ;  circulation,  nearly  40,000. 

WAYLAND. 

In  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Wayland  there  are  three  folio 
volumes  with  the  imprint  "London,  1673,"  which  were  given  by 
the  Hon.  Samuel  Holden  of  London,  and  bound  at  the  chaise  of 
Samuel  Sewell,  a  Boston  merchant,  for  the  use  of  the  church  and 
congregation  in  East  Sudbury  in  the  year  1731.  These  books  were 
kept  in  the  meeting-house,  and  appear  to  be  the  first  books  that 
were  owned  by  the  town  and  kept  for  public  use.  The  East  Sud- 
bury Social  Library  was  oi^anized  April  6,  1796,  and  in  1832  it 
had  collected  227  volumes,  82  of  which  found  their  way  into  the 
public  library.  The  East  Sudbury  Charitable  Library  was  organ- 
ized by  the  Rev.  John  B.  Wight  about  1815,  and  was  supported 
by  contributions,  for  the  free  use  of  any  citizen  of  the  town  who 
might  apply  for  the  books.  It  was  sustained  for  many  years,  and 
at  one  time  contained  about  300  volumes,  71  of  which  were  de- 
posited in  the  public  library  at  its  formation.  Six  school-district 
libraries  were  formed  in  the  town  under  the  law  of  1845 ;  but  in 
November,  1851,  they  were  consolidated  with  the  public  library 
by  vote  of  the  town. 

The  Wayland  Free  Public  Library,  a  pioneer  among  the  free 
town  libraries  of  Massachusetts,  had  its  origin  in  the  following 
manner:  In  the  year  1847,  on  commencement  day  at  Brown 
University  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Rev.  Francis  Wayland,  D.D., 
then  president  of  the  University,  in  conversation  with  Hon.  Ed- 
ward Mellen,  a  former  graduate,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  a  citizen  of  Wayland,  expressed  a  desire  to  confer  some 
permanent  benefit  upon  the  inhabitants  of  said  town ;  and  proposed 
a  gift  of  $500  to  aid  in  establishing  a  public  library  for  their  use. 
Mr.  Mellen  suggested  that  the  gift  be  made  provisional,  on  con- 
dition that  said  inhabitants  raise  in  some  way  an  equal  sum  for  the 
same  purpose ;  to  this  President  Wayland  assented.  At  an  infor- 
mal meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wayland,  the  proposal  was 
announced  by  Mr.  Mellen  without  disclosing  the  name  of  Dr. 
Wayland.  Immediate  action  was  taken  to  raise  by  private  sub- 
scriptions the  requisite  sum  to  secure  the  donation.  The  sum  of 
$553.90  was  thus  secured  Feb.  10,  1848.  On  March  6,  1848, 
occurred  the  annual  meeting  of  the  town  of  Wayland.  Under  a 
special  article  in  the  warrant  calling  the  meeting,  the  proffer  of 
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Dr.  Francis  Wayland  was  formally  made  and  unanimously  ac- 
cepted by  the  town,  as  was  also  the  sum  raised  by  subscription. 
Under  another  article  of  the  warrant,  a  committee  of  ten  persons 
was  chosen  to  consider  the  matter  of  providing  a  suitable  room  or 
building  for  the  library,  and  to  frame  by-laws  and  regulations, 
and  report  thereon  at  the  next  meeting.  At  a  town  meeting  held 
May  8,  1848,  rules  and  regulations  for  the  library  were  adopted. 
A  committee  of  seven  was  chosen  to  purchase  books.  A  com- 
mittee of  three  was  also  chosen  to  superintend  the  erection  of  a 
library  building ;  but  this  committee,  having  ascertained  that  towns 
then  had  no  authority  to  raise  money  for  such  a  purpose,  declined 
to  act  in  the  case.  Subsequently  a  room  in  the  town  hall  building 
was  prepared  for  the  library,  and  a  librarian  was  chosen,  to  be 
paid  a  regular  salary  from  the  treasury  of  the  town.  The  library 
was  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books  Aug.  7,  1850. 

In  December,  1878,  the  books  were  removed  to  the  rooms  pro- 
vided for  them  in  the  new  town  hall  building,  which  they  continue 
to  occupy.  The  discussion  of  the  legal  power  of  the  town  to 
appropriate  money  towards  the  founding  of  the  library  led  to  the 
passs^e  by  the  Legislature  of  1851,  through  the  agency  of  the 
Rev.  J.  B.  Wight,  then  representative  of  Wayland,  of  the  law 
which  definitely  permits  towns  to  raise  money  for  that  purpose. 
In  1863  Deacon  James  Draper  gave  $500  as  a  permanent  fund, 
and  in  1880  Mrs.  Lydia  Maria  Child  by  her  will  left  $100  to  the 
library.  The  annual  income  of  both  these  funds  is  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  books.  The  annual  appropriation  of  the  town  is  $300 
and  one-half  the  dog  tax,  nearly  $200  per  annum  being  derived 
from  the  latter  source.  Over  3,000  volumes  have  been  received 
from  various  donors.  The  following  persons  have  donated  100 
or  more  volumes  each :  Elbridge  Smith  of  Dorchester,  a  native  of 
the  town;  Hon.  George  S.  Boutwell  of  Groton;  Mrs.  M.  Dorr  of 
Boston ;  Rev.  John  B.  Wight  of  Wayland ;  Prof.  E.  J.  Young  of 
Cambridge;  Mrs.  Harriet  S.  Wyman,  James  S.  Draper  of  Way- 
land;  and  Dr.  George  Hayward  of  Boston.  James  S.  Draper, 
formerly  librarian,  left  by  his  will  $500  to  the  library  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  Warren  Gould  Rpby  has  bequeathed  to  the  town 
$28,000  and  a  building  site  on  which  to  erect  a  library  building. 
Several  portraits  of  the  benefactors  adorn  the  walls  of  the  library, 
and  there  are  also  several  historic  engravings. 

Another  feature  of  the  library  which  may  be  mentioned  is  the 
nucleus  of  a  collection  intended  to  interest  students  of  natural 
history,  as  well  as  inquirers  in  many  other  directions.  Into  this 
collection  the  citizens  and  their  friends  have  passed  their  contribu- 
tions, until  the  number  of  specimens  amounts  to  over  1,800. 
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School  cards  are  famished  the  teachers  for  the  benefit  of  the 
pupils  in  the  schools.  A  catalogue  was  issued  in  1875,  and  four 
supplements  have  been  issued.  The  library  is  open  on  Wednes- 
days and  Saturdays  of  each  week,  from  2  to  4  and  6  to  8  p.m.  in 
winter,  and  from  3  to  5  and  7  to  9  p.m.  in  summer. 

It  is  proper  to  note  here  the  fact  that  the  town  of  Wayland 
comprises  in  its  territory  two  villages^  of  nearly  equal  population. 
These  villages — Wayland  Centre  and  Cochituate  —  are  three  miles 
apart,  and  have  different  financial  interests.  The  library  is  located 
in  the  central  village.  For  obvious  reasons,  the  people  of  Cochit- 
uate, up  to  1874,  patronized  the  library  very  scantily,  and,  in  fact, 
sometimes  stood  in  the  way  of  liberal  appropriations  for  its  sup- 
port. In  that  year  the  librarian  inaugurated,  at  his  own  expense,  a 
system  of  exchanges  for  that  village  and  of  transmitting  the  books, 
which  has  proved  highly  useful  and  satisfactory.  Since  then  a 
resident  book  agent  for  Cochituate  has  been  annually  appointed  by 
the  trastees,  and  books  are  regularly  transmitted  by  express  at  the 
town's  expense.  The  trustees,  in  their  report  for  that  year,  regard 
it  as  <<  An  era  in  the  history  of  our  library.  ...  It  added  more 
than  4,000  volumes  to  the  circulation  in  a  section  of  the  town 
where,  heretofore,  less  than  an  average  of  25  had  found  their 
way.*'  In  1881  the  members  of  the  Cochituate  Library  Associa- 
tion voted  to  dissolve  their  organization  and  present  their  books 
to  the  Wayland  library.  The  accession  from  this  source  was  141 
volumes.  The  books  have  been  recently  made  more  accessible  by 
the  opening  of  the  library  two  days  in  the  week  instead  of  one,  and 
the  introduction  of  a  card  index.  The  two  books  on  a  card  system, 
which  has  been  liberally  discussed  during  the  past  few  years  and 
generally  adopted,  has  been  used  in  Wayland  since  early  in  the 
sixties,  and  very  young  children  are  allowed  to  take  out  books, 
under  responsible  persons.  For  some  years  the  librarian  has  en- 
couraged a  close  union  between  the  public  schools  and  the  library. 
Each  teacher  is  allowed  a  school  card,  on  which  she  may  take  out 
from  six  to  ten  books  for  school  work,  no  fiction  being  included. 
These  books  can  be  kept  four  weeks,  with  the  exception  of  new 
books  in  demand,  and  special  arrangements  are  made  for  extension 
of  time  with  them.  There  has  been  no  occasion  to  send  books 
other  than  for  school  work  to  the  schools,  as  the  children  with  few 
exceptions  come  to  the  library  and  take  books  upon  their  own 
cards.  There  is  kept  at  the  desk  a  book  in  which  the  public  are 
invited  to  comment,  to  inquire  and  to  criticise ;  but  it  has  been 
little  used.  The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  six  trustees, 
consisting  of :  Rev.  Cyrus  W.  Heizer,  Richard  T.  Lombard,  James 
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A.  Draper,  Arthur  6.  Bennett,  Chas.  F.  Richardson  and  John 
Connelly.     The  librarian  is  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Heard. 

Population,  1895,  2,026 ;  valuation,  $1,636,816 ;  volumes,  1898, 
12,862 ;  circulation,  6,474. 

WBBSTBB. 

In  the  spring  of  1 889  a  Library  Association  was  formed,  secured 
some  gifts  of  money  and  books  from  citizens,  and  applied  to  the 
town  for  an  appropriation  for  a  free  public  library.  At  the  town 
meeting  in  April  $1,500  was  granted,  trustees  were  elected,  and 
in  July  the  library  was  opened,  with  over  1,000  volumes.  Since, 
the  town  has  appropriated  an  average  of  $1,300  yearly.  Thus  far 
the  library  has  occupied  a  hired  store  on  the  main  street,  and  its 
expenses  have  been  relatively  large,  being  now  about  $900.  It 
has  a  printed  and  a  card  catalogue,  and  its  lists  of  accessions  are 
published  in  a  local  paper.  Special  cards  are  supplied  to  teachers 
in  the  town  schools,  and  they  and  their  pupils,  and  all  citizens, 
are  encouraged  to  make  inquiries  for  information,  to  which  the 
librarian  strives  to  supply  answers.  Since  May,  1894,  the  library 
has  been  opened  six  days  in  the  week,  from  2  to  5  and  from  7  to 
9,  and  has  had  a  reading  department,  with  daily  and  weekly  papers 
and  magazines,  which  has  been  much  patronized.  Six  trustees 
are  elected  by  the  town,  two  each  year,  for  terms  of  three  years, 
and  at  present  are  constituted  as  follows:  Louis  E.  Pattison, 
president;  Rev.  Henry  A.  Blake,  secretary;  Joseph  P.  Love, 
treasurer;  Frank  E.  Deon,  J.  I.  Buck  and  Spaulding  Bartlett. 
Mrs.  PhcBbe  Kingsbury  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  7,799  ;  valuation,  $3,845,985 ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,976;  circulation,  19,232. 

WELLBSIjBY. 

The  Wellesley  Free  Library  was  mainly  a  gift  to  the  town  by 
HoUis  H.  Hannewell.  A  few  hundred  volumes  were  received  from 
the  Wellesley  Library  Association  at  the  time  it  was  disbanded, 
and  a  small  number  from  other  sources.  It  was  established  in 
1881,  and  is  wholly  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town ;  though 
all  the  running  expenses  were  paid  by  Mr.  Hunnewell  until 
1890.  There  is  a  fund  of  $20,000  provided  by  Mr.  Hunnewell 
for  the  care  of  the  grounds  and  library.  The  town's  appropriation 
the  past  year  amounted  to  $550  and  the  d(^  tax,  $400.  The 
building  which  the  library  occupies,  and  which  is  connected  with 
the  town  hall,  was  erected  by  Mr.  Hunnewell  and  presented  to 
the  town  in  1880,  with  a  park  of  ten  acres  surrounding  it.     It  is 
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cooBtrncted  of  stone  with  freestone  trimmings,  and  the  library 
proper  cost  about  960,000.  The  teachers  of  the  public  schools  are 
permitted  to  draw  any  number  of  volumes  needed  in  the  school- 
room, and  to  retain  them  while  the  schools  are  in  session,  unless 
there  is  other  demand  for  their  use.  A  catalogue  was  issued  in 
1884,  and  bulletins  are  published  annually.  There  is  also  a  card 
catalogue.  There  are  three  delivery  stations,  to  which  books  are 
carried  once  a  week.  The  library  is  open  Tuesday,  Thursday  and 
Saturday,  from  2  to  6  p.m.,  and  on  Satui*day  also  from  7  to  9  p.m. 
There  is  a  board  of  five  trustees,  selected  by  Mr.  Hunnewell,  con- 
sisting of:  Gamaliel  Bradford,  Charles  B.  Dana,  Francis  W. 
Hunnewell,  Walter  Hunnewell  and  Robert  G.  Shaw.  The  libra- 
rian is  Miss  Julia  F.  Jennings. 

Population,  1895,  4,229  ;  valuation,  $7,348,634 ;  volumes,  1898» 
10,600;  circulation,  18,000. 

WBLLFLBBT. 

A  free  public  library  was  established  in  Wellfleet  by  a  vote  of 
the  town  in  March,  1893,  accepting  the  provisions  of  the  library 
act  of  1890,  thereby  entitling  it  to  the  bounty  of  $100  worth  of 
books  from  the  State.  The  annual  appropriation  for  its  support 
by  the  town  is  $100,  to  which  the  refunded  dog  tax  is  added* 
Miss  Nancy  K.  Witherill  of  Ashmont  has  made  generous  gifts  of 
books.  The  Worker's  Circulating  Library  has  been  absorbed. 
The  library  is  open  on  Saturdays,  from  2  to  6  p.m.  The  libra- 
rian's salary  is  $25,  and  $30  is  paid  for  rent  of  room.  A  cata* 
logue  was  printed  in  1896.  The  three  trustees  elected  by  the 
town  are :  Thomas  Kemp,  Everett  I.  Nye  and  Miss  Mary  O. 
Sparrow.     Thomas  N.  Stone  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  968;    valuation,  $791,491;  volumes,  1898^ 
2,109 ;  circulation,  3,929. 

WBNDBLL.    * 

The  town  of  Wendell  in  the  spring  of  1894  voted  to  accept  the 
terms  of  the  library  act  of  1890,  and  in  April  of  that  year  154 
volumes  were  sent  by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  to  form 
the  foundation  of  a  free  town  library.  Miss  £.  P.  Sohier  of  Bev- 
erly, and  Mrs.  Mary  Phelps  of  Fozborough  also  made  liberal  gifts 
of  books  to  the  new  library.  The  town  has  this  year  appropriated 
$50  for  library  expenses,  half  of  this  sum  being  the  salary  of  the 
librarian.  The  book-cases  are  kept  in  the  town  hall,  and  the 
hours  for  book  delivery  are  on  Saturdays,  from  2.30  to  6.30  p.m. 
There  is  no  general  catalogue,  but  the  yearly  accessions  are  printed 
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in  the  town  reports.  The  trustees  in  charge  number  three,  and 
are  elected  by  the  town  for  three  years.  The  present  trustees  are : 
H.  J.  Smith,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Steams  and  Charles  M.  Ballou.  Miss 
Julia  Eavana  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  529;  valuation,  $236,648;  volumes,  1898, 
587;  circulation,  1,847. 

WBNHAM. 

The  Wenham  Public  Library  owes  its  origin  to  a  small  social 
library  which  was  organized  in  1857,  and  about  a  year  later 
reorganized  as  the  Wenham  Libraiy  Association.  For  many  years 
the  library  was  supported  by  membership  fees,  supplemented  by 
occasional  lectures  and  other  entertainments.  The  subject  of 
transferring  it  to  the  town  was  frequently  discussed,  but  no  defi- 
nite action  was  taken  until  Dec.  16,  1884,  when  the  members 
unanimously  voted  ^^  to  give  and  transfer  to  the  town  of  Wenham 
the  library  belonging  to  this  association,  upon  the  conditions  that 
the  town  shall  keep  the  same  for  a  free  public  library,  and  annu- 
ally make  a  sufficient  appropriation  to  maintain  and  increase  the 
same."  The  library  at  this  time  contained  about  700  volumes. 
At  the  next  annual  town  meeting,  held  March  2,  1885,  the  town 
accepted  the  gift  upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the  association, 
appointed  a  committee  to  take  full  charge  of  it,  provided  a  room 
in  the  town  house  for  its  accommodation,  and  voted  $100  for  its 
support.  Since  that  time  the  annual  appropriations  for  its  main- 
tenance have  varied  from  $100  to  $150. 

Immediately  after  its  acceptance  by  the  town  a  new  catalogue  was 
prepared  and  printed,  and  two  supplements  have  since  been  issued. 
The  library  remained  in  charge  of  a  committee  chosen  annually 
until  1893,  when  the  legislation  relating  to  public  libraries  was 
accepted  by  the  town,  and  it  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  trustees,  chosen  in  accordance  with  chapter  304,  Acts  of  1888. 
By  this  action  the  town  received  the  benefit  of  chapter  255,  Acts 
of  1892,  which  authorized  the  Massachusetts  Free  Library  Com- 
mission to  expend  $100  in  books  for  the  public  library  in  towns 
where  the  valuation  did  not  exceed  $600,000.  It  was  in  this  year 
(1893)  that  the  town  observed  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  its  incorporation;  and  in  ''friendly  remembrance"  of 
that  event,  the  citizens  of  the  adjoining  town  of  Beverly  presented 
the  library  with  50  volumes.  During  the  same  year  a  branch 
library  was  established  at  the  east  part  of  the  town.  Previous  to 
this  time  no  attempt  at  a  classification  of  the  books  had  been 
made,  and   it  was  then  determined   to  arrange  them  on  a  more 
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convenient  plan.  The  books  were  classified  by  subjects,  renum- 
bered, a  new  catalogue  compiled  and  printed,  and  new  regulations 
were  adopted. 

In  1897,  the  libraiy  received  its  first  bequest,  the  late  Edwin  D. 
Hawkins  of  Stoneham,  a  native  of  Wenham,  having  by  his  will 
bequeathed  to  the  Wenham  Public  Library  the  sum  of  $125. 
Since  its  establishment  it  has  from  time  to  time  received  from 
various  individuals  gifts  of  books,  magazines,  etc.  It  has  a  con- 
siderable collection  of  government  publications,  both  national  and 
State,  all  of  which  are  carefully  preserved.  For  several  years  it 
has  been  the  custom  to  collect  and  preserve  for  future  reference 
accounts  of  passing  events  of  local  interest,  and  also  everything 
bearing  upon  the  past  or  present  history  of  the  town.  The  teacher 
of  the  grammar  school,  which  is  located  in  the  same  building,  has 
made  very  frequent  use  of  the  library  for  supplementary  readings 
and  other  purposes  connected  with  her  school  work. 

The  library  is  conducted  chiefly  for  home  circulation,  there 
being  at  present  no  suitable  accommodation  for  opening  a  reading- 
room.  It  has  now  nearly  outgrown  its  present  quarters,  and,  if  it 
is  to  be  kept  abreast  of  the  times,  additional  room  must  very  soon 
be  provided.  It  is  open  every  Wednesday  evening,  the  ti-ustees 
attending  to  the  distribution  of  books  gratuitously.  It  has  always 
been  the  policy  of  those  in  charge  of  the  library  to  keep  the  run* 
ning  expenses  as  low  as  possible.  For  the  first  two  or  three  years 
the  librarian  received  a  small  salary  for  his  services,  but  after- 
wards the  committee  concluded  to  divide  the  duties  of  the  libranan 
among  themselves,  and  thus  save  this  amount  for  the  purchase 
of  books.  This  method  has  been  continued  ever  since,  the  mem- 
ber having  charge  of  the  record  of  books  lent  being  styled  libra- 
rian. The  board  of  trustees,  as  at  present  organized,  is  as 
follows:  Elbridge  Porter,  chairman;  Benj.  H.  Conant,  secretary; 
Henry  A.  Moulton,  librarian;  Charles  H.  Stanton,  Frank  H. 
Tarr  and  Rev.  Arthur  N.  Ward. 

Population,  1895,  886;  valuation,  $698,745;  volumes,  1898, 
2,846 ;  circulation,  2,925. 

WESTBOBOnOH. 

The  beginnings  of  the  Westborough  Public  Library  date  back 
to  the  early  part  of  the  century.  In  the  year  1807  fifteen  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  town,  '^  sensible  of  the  benefits  of  the  diffusion 
of  good  and  intelligent  information,  knowing  the  blessings  arising 
from  well-instructed  societies,  and  wishing  for  further  means  of 
learning  the  observations,  actions  and  discoveries  of  the  past  and 
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present  ages,"  met  on  the  25th  of  March,  at  '^  Gregoi7's  Inn," 
and  organized  the  *<  Union  Library  Society."  Among  the  books 
in  the  library  is  a  volume  of  the  records  of  this  society.  From 
these  records  we  find  a  right  in  the  library  was  valued  at  first  at 
$5,  which  gradually  increased  to  915.  Sometimes  a  member  paid 
a  premium  of  $1  for  the  right  to  read  several  volumes  of  a  work 
in  succession.  A  person  not  owning  a  share  was  permitted,  if  ap- 
proved by  the  society,  to  read  the  books,  by  paying  from  91  '50  to 
$2  a  year  for  the  privilege.  There  were  six  meetings  a  year,  at 
which  each  member  paid  25  cents ;  a  fine  of  the  same  amount  was 
imposed  for  keeping  a  book  beyond  the  time  it  was  due,  and  10 
cents  additional  for  each  day.  By  these  fees  and  fines  the  library 
was  sustained.  Breck  Parkman,  son  of  the  first  and  well-known 
minister  of  the  town.  Rev.  Ebenezer  Parkman,  was  the  first  libra- 
rian. Rev.  Elisha  Rockwood,  who  came  to  town  soon  after  the 
organization  of  the  society,  took  a  great  interest  in  it,  and  was 
its  president  from  1811  to  1828.  This  society  lasted  until  1839, 
when  it  was  merged  in  the  Mechanics*  Association.  The  latter 
was  oi^anized  in  1838.  It  purposed  to  have  lecture  courses,  as 
well  as  a  library,  and  discussions  upon  current  topics.  The  Union 
Library  Society  made  over  its  books  and  property  to  the  new 
association,  on  condition  that  such  books  as  needed  it  should  be 
rebound,  and  that  the  members  of  the  old  organization  should  be 
allowed  to  draw  books  without  a  fee.  Ten  years  later  the  libraiy 
contained  475  volumes,  tvtro  hundred  of  them  having  been  pre- 
sented by  Hon.  George  Denny. 

In  1857  the  library  was  transferred  to  the  town,  and  has  since 
been  known  as  the  Westborough  Public  Library,  and  is  free  to  all 
inhabitants  of  the  town.  The  first  board  of  trustees  consisted  of : 
Rev.  Luther  H.  Sheldon,  Rev.  William  H.  Walker,  and  Samuel 
M.  Griggs.  For  many  years  the  town  has  appropriated  the  dog 
tax  for  the  support  of  the  library,  and  for  the  past  few  years 
there  has  been  an  extra  appropriation  for  salaries,  amounting  in 
all  to  about  $1,200.  A  further  income  is  received  from  a  legacy 
of  $14,136,  left  by  Dr.  William  Curtis,  the  interest  from  which  is 
expended  for  books  and  periodicals.  In  1879  the  library  received 
from  a  former  resident,  William  R.  Warner  of  Fall  River,  a  gift 
of  117  volumes. 

There  is  no  library  building,  but  Charles  S.  Henry  has  lately 
given  $5,000  towards  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  use  of  the 
library.  Since  1868  the  books  have  occupied  rooms  in  the  town 
house.  The  reading-room  is  supplied  with  42  periodicals,  Eng- 
lish and  American.     There  is  no  recent  printed  catalogue.     It  has 
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a  card  catalogue.  Bulletins  of  new  books  are  issued  twice  a  year* 
No  special  collection  of  particular  interest  has  been  made,  but 
current  historical  data  are  preserved,  with  a  view  to  use  at  some 
future,  day.     A  file  of  the  local  paper  is  also  kept. 

In  1864  Miss  Jane  S.  Beeton  was  appointed  librarian.  This 
position  she  retained  for  twenty-five  consecutive  years.  With  an 
intelligent  appreciation  and  great  love  for  books,  she  performed 
the  duties  of  the  office  with  rare  ability.  During  her  administra- 
tion the  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  increased  from  500  to 
about  7,000.  After  her  retirement,  in  1889,  there  was  no  head 
librarian  for  seven  years.  The  trustees  arranged  the  work,  and 
employed  two  persons,  Miss  Clara  S.  Blake  and  Miss  Mattie  J. 
Eastman,  to  carry  it  on.  In  March,  1896,  the  trustees  voted 
again  to  appoint  a  librarian,  and  the  present  incumbent  received 
the  appointment.  Two  assistants  are  employed,  one  all  the  time, 
the  other  two  evenings  in  a  week.  The  whole  cost  of  administra- 
tion is  $650  a  year.  The  library  is  open  evei^  day  (Sundays  and 
legal  holidays  excepted),  from  1  to  8.30  p.m.  An  effort  is  made 
to  make  the  library  a  pleasant  and  attractive  place  for  people  to 
visit,  and  borrowers  are  encouraged  to  ask  for  information.  The 
income  from  the  William  Curtis  fund  is  used  to  purchase  the  best 
books  of  history,  biography,  travel  and  literature,  for  circulation, 
and  useful  books  for  the  reference  department  of  the  library, 
which  is  rapidly  increasing  in  value.  Special  lists  are  made  for 
the  clubs  and  the  schools,  and  the  librarian  is  never  too  busy  to 
render  assistance.  The  children  are  made  welcome,  and  the  best 
literature  placed  in  their  hands.  For  the  last  ten  years,  with  a 
single  exception,  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  circulation 
each  year.  This  fact  would  seem  to  manifest  a  growing  apprecia- 
tion of  the  educational  value  of  the  library,  and  of  its  resources 
for  improvement  as  well  as  for  pleasure. 

The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  three  of 
whom  are  chosen  annually  by  the  town,  making  the  term  of  service 
three  years  for  each.  The  present  board  consists  of :  Dr.  Edwin 
B.  Harvey,  chairman ;  Joshua  E.  Beeman,  secretary ;  Charles  S. 
Henry,  treasurer;  Edward  C.  Bates,  Francis  E.  Corey,  Frank  W. 
Forbes,  Abbie  F.  Judd,  Emma  S.  Nourse  and  Thomas  H.  Reilly. 
Miss  Mattie  J.  Eastman  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  5,285 ;  valuation,  $2,813,974 ;  volumes,  1898, 
11,069;  circulation,  31,536. 
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WB8T  BOTL8TON. 

At  several  different  times  in  the  early  history  of  the  town  of 
West  Boylston,  public-spirited  individuals  established  social  or 
society  libraries,  and  purchased  one  or  two  hundred  volumes ;  but 
new  books  were  not  added  to  keep  alive  the  interest,  and  the 
efforts  were  one  by  one  abandoned,  and  the  books  distributed. 
Among  these  early  failures  were  the  school-district  libraries,  which 
were  established  in  each  of  the  districts  in  the  town.  Over  100 
volumes  from  these  were  found  and  placed  upon  the  shelves  of  the 
West  Boylston  Public  Library  when  it  was  started.  The  initial 
step  toward  the  formation  of  the  present  library  was  a  letter  in 
May,  1875,  from  Mrs.  Lydia  Maria  Child,  as  executrix  of  the  will 
of  her  husband,  David  Lee  Child,  informing  the  town  <*  that  he 
had  bequeathed  $100  to  the  public  library  of  his  native  town.'* 
At  the  annual  meeting  in  November,  1875,  a  board  of  three 
trustees  was  chosen,  and  empowered  to  receive  this  legacy  and  all 
other  contributions  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  a  public 
library.  In  March,  1876,  the  town  authorized  its  treasurer  to 
pay  over  to  the  trastees  $250,  whenever  the  amount  contributed 
from  other  sources  should  amount  to  $350.  This  was  accom- 
plished early  in  1878,  and  the  library  established.  The  do^  fund 
is  devoted  to  its  support,  and  the  running  expenses  are  paid  from 
the  town  treasury  the  same  as  other  town  expenses.  It  has  no 
other  source  of  income  save  voluntary  contributions.  In  addition 
to  the  bequest  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Lydia  Maria  Child  gave  about 
170  volumes.  The  library  occupies  the  second  floor  of  a  wooden 
building,  the  lower  floor  of  which  is  used  for  a  school-room. 

The  shelves  contain  over  60  psychological  and  pedagogical 
works  for  the  use  of  the  teachers  of  public  schools  of  the  town. 
A  catalogue  of  the  books  suitable  for  the  general  reading  of  the 
pupils  of  the  different  grades  is  in  preparation,  and  will  be  issued 
in  March.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  trustees  to  obtain  such 
works  of  history  and  reference  as  are  specially  adapted  to  the  use 
of  scholars,  as  an  aid  to  school  work.  The  books  have  been 
classified  and  catalogued  the  past  year,  and  a  card  cabinet  is  now 
in  use.  The  library  is  open  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening. 
The  cost  of  administration  is  $75  per  annum.  Six  trustees, 
chosen  by  the  town,  have  the  management  of  the  library.  They 
are :  Harrison  E.  Morton,  George  L.  Hyde,  George  F.  Howe, 
Henry  O.  Sawyer,  Louis  Cutting  and  Miss  Susie  £.  Jewell.  Mrs. 
Emma  M.  Jewell  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895, 2,968 ;  valuation,  $1,327,626 ;  volumes,  1898, 
5,218;  circulation,  5,807. 
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WBST  BBIDGBWATBB. 

The  West  Bridgewater  Public  Library  owes  its  establishment  to 
the  generous  offer  of  Francis  E.  Howard,  a  prominent  citizen  of 
the  town,  who  proposed  at  the  annual  town  meeting  in  the  spring 
of  1879  to  make  the  town  a  gift  of  $500  to  found  a  free  public 
library,  provided  that  an  equal  or  greater  sum  was  raised  by  the 
citizens  of  the  town,  within  a  stipulated  time,  for  that  purpose. 
The  offer  was  received  with  great  favor,  and  considerably  more 
than  the  required  sum  was  secured  in  a  short  time  by  subscription. 
A  committee  was  chosen  to  purchase  books  and  make  all  the  need* 
ful  arrangements,  and  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public  Oct.  4, 
1879.  The  town's  present  appropriation  is  about  ^50.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  the  trustees  of  the  Howard  Collegiate  Institute,  a 
large  room  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  library  committee 
in  1882,  which  furnishes  ample  accommodation  for  the  library, 
free  of  rent.  It  contains  at  present  nearly  5,000  volumes,  about 
twenty  per  cent,  of  which  were  received  by  gift,  the  largest  donor 
being  John  S.  Martin  of  Roxbury,  who  has  given  at  different 
times  over  200  volumes.  The  teachers  of  Howard  Institute 
are  allowed  the  privilege  of  taking  any  number  of  books  at  one 
time  for  the  use  of  their  classes.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in 
1883,  one  supplement  has  since  been  issued  and  another  is  in  prep« 
aration.  When  the  library  was  started  the  fragments  of  several 
school-district  libraries  were  turned  over  to  it,  and  now  form  part 
of  the  collection.  The  library  is  open  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays, 
from  1  to  6  p.m.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $150.  It  is  con- 
trolled by  a  board  of  six  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the 
usual  manner,  three  of  whom  must  be  men  and  three  women. 
The  present  board  is  composed  as  follows :  Charles  R.  Packard, 
Miss  Edith  F.  Howard,  Miss  Elizabeth  Kingman,  Mrs.  Charlotte 
A.  Williams  and  Joseph  C.  Howard.  Miss  Mary  L.  Perkins  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,747  ;  valuation,  $1,612,303  ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,719;  circulation,  3,967. 

WEST  BBOOKFIBIiD. 

After  an  effort  at  several  annual  meetings  of  the  town,  a  vote 
was  secured  in  1872  and  another  in  1873  to  appropriate  the  dog 
tax  to  a  public  library,  the  amount  for  the  two  years  being  $344.50. 
The  library  was  established  by  the  purchase  of  nearly  300  volumes 
with  this  money,  and  it  was  opened  to  the  public  Jan.  5,  1874. 
Charles  Merriam,  of  the  firm  of  6.  &  C.  Merriam  of  Springfield, 
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widely  known  as  the  publishers  of  Webster's  Unabridged  Diction- 
ary, has  been  from  the  first  the  most  generous  friend  of  the  library. 
The  first  year  he  gave  500  volumes  and  $500  in  cash,  and  his  sub- 
sequent donations  of  books  have  aggregated  1,000  volumes.  In 
1876  Mr.  Merriam  presented  to  the  town  fifty  shares  of  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad  stock,  as  an  endowment  fund 
for  the  library ;  the  annual  income,  which  now  amounts  to  about 
1225,  is  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  library  and  reading-room, 
which  are  to  be  kept  always  free  to  all  citizens  of  the  town  of  a 
suitable  age.  The  library  is  now  open  free  to  all  citizens  over 
fourteen  years  of  age ;  and  the  town  annually  appropriates  the  dog 
tax,  $280,  and  $450  additional  for  its  benefit. 

In  1880  Mr.  Merriam  erected  and  gave  to  the  town  a  handsome 
building,  constructed  of  pressed  brick  and  freestone,  to  be  used 
perpetually  for  a  free  public  library  and  reading-room.  It  has  at 
present  shelf  capacity  for  about  12,000  volumes,  but  this  is  capable 
of  great  increase ;  and  the  cost  of  its  erection  was  $16,130,  making 
Mr.  Merriam's  total  cash  donations  to  the  library  $21,880.  One 
of  the  conditions  of  the  gift  is  stated  as  follows :  *'  For  moral  and 
religious  considerations,  and,  as  I  now  judge,  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  community,  I  would  not  open  the  library  and  reading-room 
for  general  use  on  the  Sabbath."  The  library  at  present  contains 
about  7,000  volumes,  a  third  of  which  were  acquired  by  gift,  among 
the  donations  being  675  volumes  from  the  Ladies'  Reading  Circle. 
It  also  has  an  antiquarian  collection  of  considerable  local  historical 
value.  Special  privileges  are  given  to  teachers  in  the  public  schools. 
The  present  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  are:  Edward  Dixon, 
George  H.  Fales,  Charles  H.  Clark,  Vernon  P.  Gilbert,  C.  O.  M. 
Edson  and  Charles  E.  Smith.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Charlotte 
E.  Wilbur. 

Population,  1895,  1,467;  valuation,  $845,405;  volumes,  1898, 
6,895 ;  circulation,  9,240. 

WBSTFIBIjD. 

The  establishment  of  the  Westfield  Athenseum  was  mainly  due 
to  the  public  spirit  of  Samuel  Mather  and  Hiram  Harrison,  both 
natives,  and  for  a  long  time  residents  of  the  town.  Shortly  pre- 
vious to  1864,  Mr.  Mather,  then  a  resident  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
indicated  his  intention  to  give  $10,000  as  a  fund  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  library  and  reading-room ;  and,  by  chapter  88  of  the 
Acts  of  1864,  Samuel  Mather,  Hiram  Harrison  and  Cutler  Laflin, 
and  their  associates  and  successors,  were  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  the  Westfield  Athenseum,  with   authority  to  hold  real 
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estate  to  the  value  of  $30,000  and  personal  estate  to  the  value  of 
8100,000,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  library  and  reading- 
room,  and  promoting  public  instruction  by  lectures  and  otherwise. 
The  first  meeting  for  organization  was  held  Dec.  15,  1866;  and 
Mr.  Mather  thereupon  delivered  to  the  treasurer  $10,000  in 
United  States  bonds.  In  the  same  year  Mr.  Harrison  erected  a 
brick  library  building  at  a  cost  of  about  $10,000,  and  presented 
it,  with  the  land  it  occupied,  to  the  Athenaeum.  Shortly  after  liiis, 
$10,000  for  the  purchase  of  books  was  raised  by  private  subscrip- 
tion from  citizens  of  Westfield  and  former  residents  of  the  town. 
Henry  T.  Morgan  of  New  York  City  was  the  largest  subscriber  to 
this  fund.  In  1872  Mrs.  John  B.  Eldridge  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
added  $1,000  to  the  Mather  fund,  and  more  recently  a  bequest 
of  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  books  was  received  from  the  estate 
of  Miss  Fanny  B.  Bates,  late  of  Westfield.  The  Mather  fund  now 
amounts  to  $11,000,  the  income  of  which,  amounting  to  about 
$650  per  annum,  is  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the 
librarian,  and  the  cost  of  heating  and  lighting  and  other  necessary 
incidental  expenses.  In  addition  to  the  donors  already  enumer- 
ated, the  library  is  indebted  to  the  estates  of  Dr.  Simeon  Shortleff 
and  Dr.  Jehiel  Abbott,  both  former  residents  of  the  town,  for 
donations  of  books.  Until  1886  the  only  other  source  of  income 
was  from  fees  paid  by  subscribers  for  the  use  of  books.  The  an- 
nual fee  for  the  privilege  of  drawing  books  for  home  use  was  $2. 
The  reading-room,  which  has  been  liberally  supplied  with  all  the 
leading  periodicals  and  with  the  local  and  other  newspapers,  has 
always  been  free  to  all  persons,  including  the  privilege  of  drawing 
books  for  use  in  the  reading-room.  In  1886  the  town  voted  to 
appropriate  the  dog  tax  for  the  use  of  the  library.  This  tax 
has  gradually  increased  since  that  time,  and  now  amounts  to 
about  $750  per  annum.  In  consideration  of  this  appropriation 
by  the  town,  the  chairman  of  the  school  committee  and  the 
chairman  of  the  selectmen  were  made  ex  officiis  directors  of  the 
Athenffium,  and  every  public-school  teacher  was  given  permission 
to  draw  two  books  at  any  one  time  relating  to  any  subject  which 
was  being  taught  in  the  public  schools,  and  the  principal  of  the 
high  school  was  permitted  to  draw  ten  books  at  one  time  for 
use  in  the  high  school.  Under  this  arrangement  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  the  use  of  the  library  were  more  widely  appreciated, 
and  the  circulation  of  books  drawn  for  home  use  increased  to 
about  10,000  volumes  per  annum.  In  1895  the  town  voted  to 
appropriate  annually  the  sum  of  $750,  in  addition  to  the  d(^  tax, 
for  the  use  of  the  library ;  and  in  consideration  thereof  the  library 
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was  made  free  to  every  resident  in  the  town  fourteen  years  of  age 
or  over,  the  town  was  granted  the  right  to  choose  annually  seven 
members  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  the  public-school  teacher 
or  teachers  in  each  school- room  below  the  grade  of  the  grammar 
schools  were  given  the  privilege  of  drawing  ten  books,  each  gram- 
mar school  forty  books,  and  the  high  school  forty  books  at  one 
time,  all  such  books  to  be  retained  not  over  two  weeks  for  use  in 
the  school-room,  or  at  home  under  the  direction  of  the  public-school 
teachers.  The  books  drawn  for  school  use  are  to  be  selected  from 
special  lists  of  books,  designed  to  supplement  the  teaching  in  the 
public  schools,  and  to  cultivate  a  love  for  good  reading.  Since 
the  library  has  been  made  free  the  circulation  of  the  books  has 
increased  rapidly.  The  Athenaeum  contains  a  fair  collection  of 
the  newspapers  that  have  been  published  in  the  town,  and  the 
selection  of  books  in  the  library  has  been  made  with  very  great 
care,  embraces  standard  books  in  all  depai-tments  of  science  and 
literature,  and  is  specially  well  supplied  with  encyclopsedias,  dic- 
tionaries and  other  books  of  reference. 

The  Athenseum  has  for  several  years  felt  the  need  of  enlai^ed 
quarters  for  its  reading-room,  for  shelving  and  for  other  library 
purposes.  The  trustees  of  the  Westfield  Academy,  by  virtue  of 
special  legislative  authority  conferred  by  chapter  450  of  the  Acts 
of  1898,  generously  conveyed  to  the  Athenseum  a  tract  of  land 
located  upon  the  most  desirable  comer  in  town,  containing  nearly 
three-fourths  of  an  acre,  with  a  substantial  two-storied  brick 
dwelling-house  thereon.  The  value  of  the  premises  at  the  time 
of  conveyance  was  not  less  than  $25,000.  The  Athenaeum  has 
expended  about  $5,000  in  repairs  and  alterations  in  and  upon  this 
house,  and  in  book-cases  and  other  furniture,  and  enters  upon 
its  use  the  present  year.  It  will  furnish  ample  and  convenient 
quarters  for  the  Athenaeum  for  many  years,  providing  ample 
room  for  30,000  volumes,  large  and  commodious  reading  and 
reference  rooms,  a  committee  room,  and  a  museum  for  the  col- 
lection and  preservation  of  objects  of  historical  and  antiquarian 
interest. 

The  librarians  are  well  qualified  by  temperament  and  training 
for  their  positions.  They  are  patient  and  diligent  in  furuishing 
information  to  all  inquirers,  and  are  of  great  usefulness  to  the 
majority  of  readers,  especially  to  the  young,  in  the  selection  of 
books.  The  salary  of  the  janitor  is  $125,  and  the  cost  of  heating 
and  lighting  is  about  $250  per  annum.  A  catalogue  of  the  library 
was  printed  in  1873,  and  lists  of  new  books  as  purchased  are 
published  in  the  local  newspapers  and  posted  in  the  reading-room* 
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A  card  catalogue  of  titles  of  books  and  authors  has  been  recently 
completed,  and  is  kept  up  to  date.  The  library  and  reading-room 
are  open  every  week-day,  except  legal  holidays,  from  10.30  a.ic.  to 
1  P.M.,  from  2  to  5.30  and  from  7  to  9  p.m.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors consists  of  fifteen  members,  seven  chosen  annually  by  the  town 
and  eight  elected  by  the  corporate  members  of  the  Athenaeum,  two 
chosen  each  year  for  the  term  of  four  years.  The  library  is  in  the 
immediate  care  of  a  committee  of  seven  persons,  chosen  by  the 
directors,  the  present  members  being :  Hon.  Milton  B.  Whitney, 
Prof.  J.  C.  Greenough,  Rev.  J.  H.  Lockwood,  Rev.  L.  H.  Blake, 
R.  H.  Eneil,  H.  N.  Kingsbury  and  H.  W.  Eittredge.  Mr. 
Whitney  is  president  of  the  Athenaeum,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  and  of  the  library  committee  ever  since  the 
organization  of  the  institution.  Miss  Mary  H.  Bisbee  is  librarian, 
with  a  salary  of  $500;  and  Mrs.  Julia  S.  Loomis  is  assistant 
librarian,  with  a  salary  of  $400  per  annum. 

Population,    1895,    10,663;    valuation,    $8,207,399;    volumes, 
1898,  16,000;  circulation,  32,417. 

WB8TFORD. 

The  J.  V.  Fletcher  Library  has  been  developed  from  the  Social 
Library  which  was  established  by  twenty-five  prominent  citizens 
of  Westford  in  1797.  In  that  year  rules  and  regulations  were 
framed  and  adopted,  and  the  library  association  was  organized  by 
the  election  of  a  president,  a  board  of  directors,  a  treasurer  and 
librarian,  and  other  ofl^cers.  Money  was  raised  for  the  purchase 
of  books  by  the  sale  of  shares,  the  price  of  which  was  fixed  at  $2 
each.  The  members  of  the  library  association  were  the  owners  of 
shares,  and  in  the  business  meetings  one  vote  was  allowed  for  each 
share.  The  preamble  to  the  rules  and  regulations  declared  the 
subscribers  to  be  ^'desirous  of  increasing  their  own  information 
and  promoting  useful  knowledge  in  the  community,  especially 
among  the  rising  generation."  The  selection  of  books  was  re- 
stricted by  the  following  rule:  ^^ There  shall  be  no  books  in  the 
library  upon  civil  or  religious  controversy,  or  tending  to  deprave 
the  morals  of  men." 

The  following  notice,  now  preserved  in  the  J.  V.  Fletcher  Li- 
brary, contains  the  names  of  the  founders,  indicates  their  purpose 
and  outlines  their  plan  for  obtaining  money  for  the  purchase  of 
books :  — 

Wbbtford,  14th  of  Febraary,  1797. 

We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Westford,  feeling 
ourselves  willing  to  promote  literature  and  useful  knowledge  among 
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oorselyes  and  our  families,  think  it  for  the  benefit  of  as,  and  for  the  town 
in  general,  to  establish  a  social  library  to  be  put  under  suoh  rules  and 
regulations  as  shall  appear  to  be  the  most  beneficial  to  the  subscribers ; 
and  it  is  proposed  that  two  dollars  shall  constitute  a  share  to  each  mem- 
ber that  shall  subscribe  that  sum,  and  so  in  proportion  to  those  that  shall 
subscribe  for  a  greater  sum ;  and  we  pledge  ourselves  each  of  us  sever- 
ally and  individually  to  pay  all  the  monies  that  we  subscribe  for,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  April  next  ensuing,  when  there  shall  be  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  subscribers  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Samuel  Wood,  at  6  o^dock 
afternoon,  at  which  time  there  will  be  appointed  a  committee  to  receive 
the  subscription  money  and  to  purchase  such  books  as  shall  be  most 
likely  to  subserve  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  act  upon  all  other  mat- 
ters that  shall  come  before  us. 


James  Prescott,  Jr.,     . 

.  $8  00 

Samuel  Wood,     . 

.  12  00 

Samuel  Adams,    . 

.    8  00 

Issachar  Eeyes,    . 

.    2  00 

Joseph  Cummings, 

.    4  00 

John  Raymond,   . 

.    2  00 

Eleazer  Plamblin, 

.    4  00 

Ebenezer  Presoott, 

.    2  00 

Charles  Proctor,  . 

.    4  00 

Benjamin  Osgood, 

.    2  00 

John  Abbot, 

.    6  00 

Caleb  Blake, 

.    2  00 

Jonathan  Carver, 

.    4  00 

Francis  Leighton, 

.    2  00 

Abel  Boynton, 

.    4  00 

Reuben  Leighton, 

.    2  00 

Zaocheus  Wright, 

.    8  00 

Wyle  Richardson, 

.    2  00 

Josiah  Boynton,  Jr.,    . 

.    2  00 

Joseph  Jewett,     . 

.    2  00 

Joel  Abbot,  . 

.    2  00 

Joseph  Keyes,     . 

.    2  00 

Timothy  Spaulding,    , 

.    2  00 

Amos  Crosby, 

.    2  00 

Thomas  Richardson,    , 

.    4  00 

The  minimum  number  of  shares  was  fifty,  and  provision  was 
made  for  future  additions  to  the  library  by  levying  an  annual  as- 
sessment of  20  cents  on  each  share.  The  shares  could  be  sold, 
bequeathed  or  given  away ;  but  no  person  or  member  could  ^^  with- 
draw any  share  from  the  library,  or  receive  the  value  thereof  of  the 
company,  under  any  pretence  whatever."  The  first  president  was 
Col.  Zaccheus  Wright,  who  held  the  oflSce  until  1806,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  year  1800.  Richard  Kneeland  was  the  first  librarian 
and  treasurer.  In  1816  the  number  of  books  was  179.  The  use 
of  the  library  seems  to  have  been  restricted  to  the  shareholders  and 
their  families.  The  name  of  the  library  has  been  changed  twice. 
Its  location  was  in  the  homes  of  successive  librarians  for  more  than 
sixty  years  before  it  became  public  property  and  had  a  room  as- 
signed to  it  in  the  town  house.  But  the  descendants  of  its  founders 
are  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that  the  books  originally  purchased 
were  never  divided  among  the  shareholders,  and  that  they  are  still 
accessible  to  the  public  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  hundred 
years. 


^^' 

^^•^ 

n^» 


^^<'  '^  '^  .  die  shareholders  offered  to 


.  ^^  fifWD.  for  the  free  use  of  the 
..    \^*:*'^»  floitable  room  for  the  books, 
•  */***',.»^r^^  annually  a  sum  of  money  not 
'     '  *  V'^^W  books.     The  town  voted  the  same 
'    ^*^'pe ^^^  catalogue  of  the  Westford  Public 
"^    "^       '     '         that  the  Social  Library  con- 
^  ^e  time  of  the  transfer.     About  the  year 
••^v'rt**y  jOO  volumes,  on  various  subjects  pertaining 


j   "'^.^'^^iedj  shows 
^'  «"*'y'^^^e  time  of  tl 


.•f^  fl^Z^  raising,  and  called  the  Agricultural  Library, 
'\li^^lff  itB  owners  to  the  Public  Library. 
u^'nof'^y  appropriated  by  the  town  for  the  purchase  of 
i^    goof^  increased  to  $150 ;  and  to  this  amount  was  added 


^  ^/Ved  by  the  town  from  the  tax  on  dogs,  about  t300. 

1^^^  fund  of  $1,000  was  bequeathed  to  the  library  by  Stephen 

^   aeo^  Kevere,  Mass. ;  in  1887,  another  fund  of  $1,000  was 

S'  ^j  from  the  estate  of  Augustus  K.  Fletcher  of  Chippewa 

^  If  is.    The  will  bequeathing  the  latter  fund  was  found  to  be 

.\3Jid1  hut  the  widow  of  the  testator  promptly  sent  the  money  to 

library,  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  intention  of  her  hus- 

-^.    The  donors  of  these  funds  were  born  and  reared  in  West- 

ford'     '^^^   aggregate  income   from  these   sources   enabled   the 

{fOBtees  to  make  comparatively  large  additions  to  the  number  of 

]fOok3  and  to  supply  encyclopedias  and  other  needed  works  of 

reference.     For  many  years  the  library  was  kept  open  Wednesdays 

and  Saturdays,  from  1.30  to  5  and  from  6.30  to  9  p.  m.,  and  from 

12.30  to  1.30  p.  m.  Sundays. 

In  1881 ,  when  the  first  catalogue  in  which  the  books  were  clas- 
sified was  issued,  the  total  number  of  volumes  was  3,901.  It  be- 
came evident  several  years  ago  that  the  room  in  the  town  hall 
assigned  to  the  library  would  soon  fail  to  afford  shelf  room  for  the 
increasing  number  of  books  or  suitable  accommodation  for  those 
who  came  to  consult  them.  The  need  of  a  library  building  was 
urged  in  annual  reports  of  the  directors,  and  soon  engaged  the 
attention  of  public  spirited  citizens.  An  eligible  site  for  the  build- 
ing was  secured  by  the  town  in  1894,  and  in  March,  1896,  articles 
were  put  in  the  warrant  of  the  annual  town  meeting  for  a  vote 
on  the  question  of  erecting  a  library  and  raising  money  for 
the  purpose.  It  was  voted  to  build;  but,  before  action  was 
taken  on  the  article  for  raising  the  money,  a  letter  from  Hon.  J. 
Varnum  Fletcher  of  Belmont  was  read,  in  which  he  presented  the 
town  with  $10,000  for  a  building.  Mr.  Fletcher  subsequently  in. 
creased  his  donation  to  nearly  $14,000.     The  town  at  once  raised 
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0  for  the  completion  and  famishing  of  the  building,  and  by 
limous  vote  changed  the  name  of  the  library  to  the  J.  V. 
.etcher  Library.  Mr.  Fletcher  has  for  many  years  been  honor- 
ably prominent  among  the  business  men  and  bank  officers  of 
Boston,  and  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Senate  of  Massachu- 
setts in  1887  and  1888.  He  was  bom  in  Westford,  and  passes  a 
portion  of  each  year  at  his  summer  residence  in  this  town.  The 
building  is  of  buff  brick,  with  trimmings  of  granite  and  terra-cotta. 
Its  dimensions  are  fifty-four  by  sixty-one  feet,  including  a  fire- 
proof stack  room,  and  is  two  stories  high.  The  lower  story  con- 
tains a  spacious  delivery  room  with  marble  mosaic  floor,  and  . 
commodious  and  well-lighted  rooms  for  reading,  conversation  and 
consultation  of  works  of  reference,  with  a  private  room  for  the 
librarian.  These  rooms  are  finished  in  quartered  oak.  The  esti- 
mated capacity  of  the  stack  room  is  40,000  volumes.  The  upper 
story,  which  is  finished  in  cypress,  contains  a  large  picture  gallery, 
a  relic  room  and  a  room  for  the  tmstees.  The  walls  and  ceilings 
of  the  entire  building  are  frescoed.  The  building  was  dedicated 
with  appropriate  ceremony  on  the  4th  of  June,  1896. 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  for  the  purchase  of  books  and' 
periodicals  amount  to  about  $600.  The  salary  of  the  librarian  is 
$180;  of  the  Janitor,  $100.  Books  from  the  library  are  trans- 
ported weekly,  at  an  expense  to  the  town  of  about  $70,  to  Gran- 
iteville.  Forge  Village  and  Parkerville.  Special  privileges  in  the 
use  of  the  library  are  granted  to  teachers ;  and  pupils  are  encour- 
aged to  consult  works  in  the  reference  room,  and  to  supplement  in 
the  library  the  reading  required  in  the  schools.  An  ample  supply 
of  the  best  magazines,  reviews  and  illustrated  weekly  papers  is 
kept  in  the  reading-room.  The  library  is  open  Tuesdays,  Thura- 
days  and  Saturdays,  from '1.30  to  5  and  from  6.30  to  9  p.m.  ;  and 
from  12.30  to  1.30  p.m.  on  Sundays.  The  members  of  the  board 
of  trastees  are:  William  E.  Frost,*  chairman;  Mrs.  Kate  A. 
Kebler,  secretary;  and  John  W.  Abbot  (deceased).  The  libra- 
rian is  Miss  Carrie  E.  Read. 

Population,  1895,  2,418  ;  valuation,  $1,371,118 ;  volumes,  1898, 
9,685 ;  circulation,  14,440. 

WBSTHAMPTON. 

At  a  reunion  of  the  natives  and  former  residents  of  Westhamp- 
ton,  in  1866,  contributions  of  books  and  money  were  gathered  for 
the  foundation  of  the  "  Reunion  Library  of  Westhampton."     It 

*  This  sketch  was  f  arnished  by  William  £.  Frost,  cbairmaii  of  the  trastees. 
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was  established  in  1868,  and  given  to  the  Congregational  Society, 
to  be  maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  town.  It  has  a  fand 
of  $500,  the  income  from  which  is  spent  for  books;  and  the 
salary  of  the  librarian  and  necessary  running  expenses  are  borne 
by  the  town,  the  annual  appropriation  being  from  $25  to  $30,  and 
one-half  the  dog  tax,  which  amounted  in  all  to  $73  in  1898.  It 
occupies  a  ixx>m  in  the  Congregational  Church  building,  and  has 
absorbed  the  Sunday-school  library.  It  is  open  Thursday,  from 
7  to  8.30  P.M.  George  E.  Knight  is  librarian,  and  the  cost  of 
administration  is  from  $25  to  $30  per  year.  The  management  is 
vested  in  three  trustees  appointed  annually  by  the  parish,  and 
approved  by  the  town.  The  present  trustees  are:  Alfred  D. 
Montague,  Miss  Carrie  Burt,  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Townsend. 

Population,   1895,  476;  valuation,  $255,805;  volumes,  1898, 
2,335;  circulation,  1,200. 

WBSTMINSTBB. 

A  Social  Library  was  established  in  Westminster  near  the  close 
of  the  last  century,  which  had  a  wide  patronage,  and  exerted  a 
healthy  intellectual  and  moral  influence  upon  the  community  for 
more  than  a  generation.  After  it  was  abandoned  and  the  books 
were  sold,  other  similar  means  of  culture  were  instituted,  with 
more  or  less  successful  results.  At  length  a  collection  of  books 
purchased  by  the  Farmer's  Club,  and  two  or  three  hundred  volumes 
belonging  to  the  Young  People's  Library  Society,  were  united  to 
form  the  nucleus  and  foundation  of  the  Westminster  Town  Library, 
which  was  established  by  vote  of  the  town  in  1868.  The  town 
annually  appropriates  to  it  the  dog  tax  and  $50  additional, 
amounting  in  all  to  $272  in  1897,  besides  providing  a  room  and 
fuel  free  in  the  town  hall  building.  The  purchase  of  books  relating 
to  history,  natural  history,  science,  art,  travel,  etc.,  is  made  with 
a  special  view  to  aid  the  pupils  in  the  schools.  A  printed  cata- 
logue is  issued,  and  a  printed  supplement  sheet  is  added  each  year. 
The  library  is  open  Saturday,  from  2  to  4  and  from  6  to  8  p.m. 
The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  about  $100.  The  librarian 
makes  an  effort  to  put  such  books  into  the  hands  of  those  seeking 
information  on  any  subject  as  will  give  the  information  desired. 
A  board  of  six  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town,  has  the  care  of  the 
library.  The  present  members  of  this  board  are:  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Warner,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Hager,  Miss  Abbie  S.  Brown,  A.  J.  Bolton, 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Bruce  and  Hobart  Raymond.  Miss  M.  Belle  Hager  is 
the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,315;  valuation,  $760,429;  volumes,  1898, 
8,500;  circulation,  6,000. 
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WEST  NBWBUBY. 

A  free  public  library  was  established  in  West  Newbury  by  a 
town  vote,  in  May,  1894,  accepting  the  provisions  of  the  library 
act  of  1890,  whereby  the  town  received  $100  worth  of  books  from 
the  Free  Public  Library  Commission.  The  town's  appropriation 
for  its  support  the  past  year  was  $400  and  the  dog  tax,  $111.  A 
fund  of  $500  has  lately  been  given,  the  interest  of  which  is  used 
for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  library  is  kept  in  a  small  wooden 
building  bought  for  the  purpose  at  an  expense  of  $100.  A  cata- 
logue was  printed  in  1895,  and  supplements  of  additions  are  issued 
every  second  year.  T^e  library  is  open  Tuesday  and  Saturday 
evenings  from  7  to  9  and  Thursday  afternoons  from  2  to  5.  The 
annual  cost  of  administration  is  $128.  The  trustees,  elected  by 
town,  nine  in  number,  are :  Benjamin  F.  Robinson,  Parker  H. 
Nason,  Josiah  R.  Gordon,  Leonard  W.  Bradley,  Wm.  Merrill,  Jr., 
Charles  6.  Lane,  George  E.  Noyes,  Mrs.  Alice  H.  Stultz  and  Mrs. 
Anna  L.  Chase.     Miss  Caroline  Carr  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,643;  valuation,  $974,912;  volumes,  1898, 
2,928;  circulation,  7,319. 

WOBTON. 

In  the  winter  of  1856-57  a  movement  was  started  among  the 
citizens  of  Weston  to  establish  a  free  public  library.  For  this 
purpose,  subscriptions  of  money  were  secured  and  books  were  con- 
tributed. On  Nov.  3,  1857,  at  a  legal  town  meeting,  it  was  voted 
that  the  town  should  establish  a  library,  to  be  called  the  Weston 
Town  Library,  and  to  be  free  to  all  inhabitants  of  Weston  of  a 
suitable  age.  The  money  and  books  already  given  were  delivered 
to  a  committee  chosen  by  the  town  to  receive  all  donations.  The 
books  of  the  several  district-school  libraries  were  added  to  those 
given  by  individuals,  and  some  of  these  volumes  are  still  in  circu- 
lation. The  volumes  remaining  of  the  Weston  Social  Library  were 
also  given.  This  library,  maintained,  during  the  last  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  and  the  first  years  of  the  nineteenth,  by  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Kendall  at  his  home,  was  free  to  all  citizens  of  Wes- 
ton.    A  few  of  the  old  books  are  still  on  the  library  shelves. 

In  1859  Mr.  Charles  Merriam  gave  $1,000  to  the  library,  to  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  books.  This  sum  was  invested,  and  the 
income  from  it  used  annually.  Since  that  time  other  gifts  have 
been  received  for  the  same  object,  making  a  total  invested  fund  of 
$7,400.  The  interest  of  this  fund  and  the  dog  tax,  about  $340, 
appropriated  each  year  by  the  town  to  the  library,  constitute  the 
chief  income  for  the  purchase  of  books.     It  amounts  to  about  $800 
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each  year,  and  is  asaally  increased  somewhat  by  gifts.  The  salary 
of  the  librarian  ($400  a  year)  and  all  incidental  expenses  are  paid 
directly  from  the  town  treasury.  The  library  now  occupies  a  room 
in  the  town  house,  but  the  town  has  taken  the  first  step  toward 
better  accommodations  by  purchasing  a  site  for  a  new  library 
building.  Teachers  are  allowed  to  take  out  an  unlimited  number 
of  books  for  school  use,  and  constant  efforts  are  made  to  encour- 
age and  assist  the  school  children  in  using  both  the  reference  and 
the  circulating  departments.  Each  patron  of  the  library  is  entitled 
to  two  books  at  a  time.  People  frequently  come  to  the  librarian 
for  aid  in  obtaining  information  on  a  special  subject,  and  are 
always  encouraged  to  do  so.  The  libraryls  open  during  the  after- 
noon and  evening  on  four  days  of  each  week.  Its  management  is 
entrusted  to  a  committee  of  three,  chosen  by  the  town,  the  present 
members  of  this  committee  being :  Oliver  R.  Robbins,  Horace  S. 
Sears  and  Rev.  J.  M.  Hull.  For  thirty-six  years,  from  1857  to 
1893,  John  Coburn  was  librarian.  Since  that  time  Miss  Elizabeth 
S.  White  has  filled  the  position. 

Population,  1895,  1,710;  valuation,  $3,936,472 ;  volumes,  1898, 
11,063;  circulation,  11,661. 

WBSTPOBT. 

Westport  was  furnished  with  $100  worth  of  books  by  the  Free 
Public  Library  Commission  for  the  foundation  of  a  free  libraiy,  by 
authority  of  chapter  347  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  and  the  library  was 
opened  to  the  public  June  6,  1891.  The  town  appropriates  $50 
annually  for  library  support.  A  room  in  the  town  hall  buUding 
is  occupied,  and  is  open  for  the  delivery  of  books  on  Saturdays 
from  6  to  8  P.M.  The  library  has  absorbed  the  collection  of  the 
Central  Village  Library  Association.  It  has  a  catalogue  printed 
in  1897.  The  cost  of  administration  is  $15.  The  trustees,  elected 
by  the  town  for  terms  of  three  years,  are  six  in  number :  John  C. 
Taylor,  William  H.  Pettey,  Miss  Addie  E.  Sowle,  Miss  May  E. 
Taylor,  Samuel  H.  Macomber  and  Miss  Annie  M.  Gifford.  Miss 
Annie  R.  Howland  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,678 ;  valuation,  $1,597,622 ;  volumes,  1898, 
1,012;  circulation,  983. 

WEST  SFBINaFIBIiD. 

The  West  Springfield  Public  Library  was  established  in  March, 
1864,  and  is  maintained  wholly  by  the  town  for  the  free  use  of  all 
its  citizens.  The  annual  appropriation  by  the  town  is  $500  and 
the  dog  tax,  or  about  $900  in  all.     A  room  is  provided  for  it  in 
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the  town  hall  building.  A  catalogue  was  published  in  1888,  which 
includes  about  600  volumes  of  an  association  library  that  was  given 
to  the  town,  on  condition  that  it  would  appropriate  $50  annually 
for  the  support  of  the  library.  There  is  no  reading-room,  but  the 
leading  periodicals  are  taken  and  loaned  under  special  rules.  The 
schools  in  outlying  districts  are  supplied  with  books  by  the 
teachers,  who  come  to  the  library  and  make  their  own  selections. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  encourage  good  reading  in  the  schools. 
The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  S225.  The  management  of 
the  library  is  vested  in  a  board  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the 
town.  The  present  members  are:  Daniel  6.  White,  Aaron  Bagg 
and  Paul  J.  Norton.     Mr.  White  is  also  librarian. 

Population,  1895,6,125;  valuation,  $4,256,951 ;  volumes,  1898, 
5,192;  circulation,  14,852. 

WBST  BTOOKBBIDGB. 

The  West  Stockbridge  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  June 
20,  1891,  having  received  as  a  foundation  $100  worth  of  volumes 
from  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  under  provisions  of  the 
library  act  of  1890.  The  town's  appropriation  is  $100,  and  the 
library  has  no  other  income.  It  occupies  a  room  over  the  store 
of  C.  W.  Kniffin,  who  gives  it  rent  free  for  the  purpose,  and  is 
open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  3  to  5  p.m.  Besides 
the  donation  from  the  State,  generous  gifts  of  books  have  been 
received  from  Miss  E.  P.  Sohier,  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  Society  of 
West  Stockbridge,  Miss  G.  M.  Wheeler  and  others.     The  yearly 
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cost  of  administration  is  $25.  Catalogues  were  printed  in  1895, 
1896  and  1898.  The  management  is  vested  in  three  trustees, 
elected  for  terms  of  three  years.  They  are :  Dr.  L.  T.  Ingham, 
Charles  W.  Kniffin  and  H.  F.  Thompson.  Mrs.  Julian  Williams 
is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,257;  valuation,  $555,368;  volumes,  1898, 
1,312;  circulation,  4,192. 

WBST  TISBUBY. 

The  town  of  West  Tisbury  was  created  from  the  territory  of 
Tisbury  April  28,  1892.  During  the  autumn  of  1890,  as  the 
result  of  suggestions  made  by  Prof.  N.  S.  Shaler,  Rev.  Caleb  L. 
Rotch  solicited  aid  for  the  establishment  of  a  library  in  the  village 
of  West  Tisbury,  and  $175  was  subscribed.  The  Dukes  County 
Library  Association  was  then  duly  organized,  membership  in 
which  was  secured  by  payment  of  a  fee  of  $1  yearly.  The  books 
purchased  were  displayed  in  the  hall  of  the  Dukes  County  Acad- 
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emy,  which  was  used  for  library  purposes  until  July,  1892.  Rev. 
Caleb  L.  Rotch  was  the  first  president  of  the  association,  and  Dr. 
Lyman  H.  Luce  vice-president  and  librarian  until  his  death  early 
in  1892.  May  17,  1892,  it  was  voted  to  buy  a  two-story  wooden 
building,  then  known  as  Mitchell's  school  building,  and  fit  it  for 
occupation  as  a  public  library.  The  sum  of  $1,063  was  raised  by 
a  general  subscription  for  this  purpose,  and  in  July  the  library 
was  removed  to  its  present  home.  Feb.  4,  1898,  a  committee  of 
the  association  organized  as  a  corporation  under  the  general  laws, 
known  as  the  West  Tisbury  Free  Public  Library.  The  use  of  its 
books  is  free  to  all  inhabitants  of  West  Tisbury  and  Chilmark. 
About  400  volumes  have  been  received  from  various  donora, 
among  whom  were  Hon.  C.  S.  Randall  and  Rev.  Caleb  L.  Rotch. 
One  room  of  the  building  contains  some  ancient  manuscripts  and 
other  objects  of  historical  interest.  There  is  no  catalogue.  The 
library  is  open  on  Tuesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings, 
but  the  reading-room  is  accessible  to  worthy  patrons  at  all  times. 
All  care  is  gratuitous,  but  the  cost  of  fire,  lights,  etc.,  is  $20  per 
annum.  The  town  appropriates  to  its  use  the  refunded  dog  tax, 
about  $80.  The  managers,  elected  by  the  corporation  annually, 
are  the  president  and  three  trustees,  now  as  follows :  £verett  A. 
Davis,  president ;  Mrs.  Georgiana  W.  Davis,  Mrs.  Avis  F.  May- 
hew  and  Mrs.  Louise  A.  Hancock.     Cyrus  Manter  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  460;  valuation,  $407,668;  volumes,  1898, 
1,300;  circulation,  1,000. 

WBSTWOOD. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1897,  the  westerly  and  southerly  parts  of 
Dedham,  including  the  villages  of  West  Dedham  and  Islington  and 
a  section  known  as  Green  Lodge,  were  set  off  and  incorporated  as 
the  town  of  Westwood.  For  several  years  West  Dedham  had  a 
library  supported  by  subscription,  and  carried  on  by  the  West  Ded- 
ham Library  Club,  a  fee  of  $2  entitling  a  person  to  the  right  to  use 
the  books.  This  library  was  kept  in  Ellis  Hall,  owned  hy  Charles 
H.  Ellis ;  and  for  a  while  Miss  Susan  D.  Ellis  was  the  librarian. 
After  a  time  the  town  of  Dedham  appropriated  $150  annually  for 
its  use,  and  later  on  the  trustees  of  the  Dedham  Public  Library 
made  this  library  a  branch.  In  1895,  by  the  permission  of  the 
school  committee,  the  collection  was  moved  into  a  vacant  room  in 
the  Colburn  school-house,  and  there  it  was  open  evenings,  with 
running  expenses  somewhat  reduced.  From  the  beginning  Col. 
James  M.  Ellis  was  its  active  promoter ;  and  great  credit  is  due  to 
Howard  Colburn  for  the  watchful  care  and  deep  interest  he  has 
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always  Bhown  in  its  growth  and  usefulness.  The  report  of  the 
Dedham  Public  Library  for  1895-96  showed  that  825  volumes  had 
been  sent  from  the  main  library,  and  1,016  had  been  taken  out  of 
the  branch.  By  the  will  of  Eliza  Gay  Perkins  of  West  Dedham, 
a  bequest  of  $500  was  received  by  the  town  treasurer  on  June  30, 
1887,  and  invested  by  the  trustees.  In  the  adjustment  of  matters 
between  the  two  towns  this  fund  was  paid  to  the  treasurer  of 
Westwood.  The  new  town  appropriated  $150  for  the  support  of 
the  library ;  and  at  a  town  meeting,  held  on  Feb.  2,  1898,  chapter 
804  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  relating  to  the  establishment  of  a  public 
library,  was  accepted.  At  the  annual  meeting  following,  a  board 
of  trustees,  consisting  of  Howard  Colbum  for  three  years.  Rev. 
Calvin  S.  Locke  for  two  years,  and  Rev.  Lyman  Partridge  for  one 
year,  was  chosen;  and  $160  was  appropriated  for  the  suppoit  of 
the  library.  In  August,  1898,  the  collection  was  moved  into  the 
selectmen's  room;  and  it  now  contains  690  volumes  and  the  $100 
worth  of  books  recently  received  from  the  State  Library  Commis- 
sion, under  chapter  847  of  the  Acts  of  1890.  The  last  report  of 
the  circulation  was  1,087.  The  librarian,  Miss  Annie  L.  Rich- 
ardson, has  faithfully  filled  her  position  during  nearly  the  entire 
existence  of  the  library.  A  village  library  has  been  staited  in 
Islington,  the  only  village  in  Westwood  having  a  railway  station, 
three  miles  from  the  public  libraiy.  The  movers  in  the  enterprise 
are  Simon  W.  Hatheway,  Marshall  Wentworth  and  Margaret 
Lynas.  About  50  books  have  been  collected,  and  deposited  in 
the  Wentworth  school-house. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  town  in  1898  is  1,015,  and  its 
valuation,  $964,567. 

WEYMOUTH, 

The  Tufts  library  in  Weymouth  was  established  in  1879,  and  is 
free  to  all  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  over  twelve  years  of  age. 
Children  between  the  years  of  ten  and  twelve  may  have  a  card  by 
permission  of  one  of  the  trustees.  A  fund  of  about  $20,000  was 
left  the  town  by  Quincy  Tufts  and  his  sister,  Susan  Tufts,  the  in- 
come to  be  applied  for  three  educational  objects :  instructive  lect- 
ures, the  reading-room  and  the  general  expenses  of  the  library. 
This  is  supplemented  by  an  annual  appropriation  of  the  town, 
which,  with  one-half  the  dog  tax,  amounts  to  about  $3,500. 

As  a  portion  of  the  gift  consisted  of  two  buildings  in  Washing- 
ton Square,  the  lower  story  of  one  was  fitted  up  for  the  library  and 
reading-room,  and  was  used  until  Oct.  6,  1892,  when,  the  new 
building  being  completed  and  the  books  arranged  on  the  shelves, 
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the  rooms  viere  opened  to  the  public.  The  bailding  was  erected 
on  the  old  site,  money  having  been  appropriated  by  the  town  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  substantially  constructed  of  brick,  fifty  by 
eighty  feet,  with  trimmings  of  light  brick  and  Ohio  sandstone.  It 
is  three  stories  high  on  Commercial  while  only  two  on  Washington 
Street.  The  lower  floor  on  Commercial  Street  is  rented  for  the 
benefit  of  the  library.  The  entrance  is  from  Washington  Street, 
Inside  the  arched  doorway  a  short  flight  of  steps  leads  to  the  main 
floor,  the  whole  of  which  is  used  for  the  library.  The  rooms  are 
flnished  in  quartered  oak,  and  are  well  lighted,  the  windows  extend- 
ing to  the  ceiling.  The  delivery  room  is  twenty-one  by  twenty- 
three  feet,  and  has  a  large  open  fireplace,  with  oak  mantel.  Near 
the  windows  is  a  large  table,  on  which  the  weekly  illustrated 
papers  and  the  juvenile  magazines  are  kept ;  hei*e  the  children  are 
expected  to  interest  themselves,  as  they  are  not  allowed  in  the 
reading-room  without  permission.  The  card  catalogue  is  placed 
in  this  room  where  it  can  be  easily  consulted.  Back  of  the  de- 
livery desk  is  the  book  room,  twenty-nine  by  sixty  feet,  with  oak 
book-cases  having  a  capacity  for  80,000  volumes.  The  reading- 
room,  twenty-one  by  thirty-seven  feet,  is  separated  from  the 
delivery  room  by  an  oak  screen  and  from  the  book  room  by  a 
book- case,  each  seven  feet  high ;  hei*e  forty  persons  can  be  seated 
in  comfort  at  the  tables.  This  is  also  used  as  a  reference  room, 
and  the  books  and  magazines  are  placed  on  open  shelves,  free  of 
access.  There  are  two  smaller  rooms  back  of  the  entrance  hall, 
—  the  trustees  and  librarian's  rooms,  each  furnished  in  a  suitable 
manner.  The  cellar,  besides  the  furnace  and  coal  room,  contains 
a  janitor's  and  packing  room.  The  upper  floor,  designed  for  a 
hall,  is  not  yet  finished.  The  building  is  heated  by  steam  and 
lighted  by  electricity. 

The  library  is  managed  by  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of 
the  selectmen,  ex  officio,  and  nine  elective  trustees,  one- third 
chosen  annually.  The  board  held  its  first  meeting  March  12, 
1879,  and  oi*ganized  by  choosing  Z.  L.  Bicknell  president,  and 
John  J.  Loud  clerk  and  treasurer.  Early  in  October  of  the 
same  year,  $2,000  having  been  raised  by  subscription,  in  addition 
to  the  $1,000  appropriated  by  the  town,  the  book  committee, 
Hon.  James  Humphrey  F.  W.  Lewis  and  Rev.  Jacob  Baker, 
commenced  the  difficult  task  of  selecting  and  purchasing  books. 
These  were  catalogued  and  arranged  for  circulation  during  the 
months  of  November  and  December,  and  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1880,  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public,  with  2,300 
volumes  on  the  shelves.     The  decision  of  the  book  committee  to 
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start  the  libitiry  on  a  good  basis,  by  purchasiDg  mainly  standard 
books  and  those  of  real  worth,  has  proved  of  untold  value  to  the 
library.  At  the  present  time,  although,  to  satisfy  a  large  class  of 
borrowers,  considerable  fiction  is  bought,  still,  the  same  policy  is 
prursued,  and  one  can  find  in  the  library  important  books  upon  all 
subjects.  That  the  town  needed  a  public  library  was  at  once 
proved  by  the  number  of  borrowers'  cards  that  were  issued  and 
the  books  loaned,  more  than  5,000  volumes  being  loaned  the  first 
month.  In  the  annual  report  of  Jan.  1,  1881,  one  year  after  the 
library  was  opened  for  the  delivery  of  books,  the  number  of  bor- 
rowers' cards  issued  was  stated  as  2,078,  and  the  whole  number 
of  volumes  in  the  library  as  3,910.  During  the  year  it  was  often 
difiScult  to  find  enough  books,  especially  in  the  departments  of 
fiction  and  travel,  to  go  around,  and  many  of  the  shelves  were 
bookless  after  a  busy  day. 

During  the  first  seven  years  the  new  accessions  were  made 
known  to  the  public  by  means  of  bulletins,  issued  every  four 
months ;  but  in  1887  it  was  decided  to  print  a  list  of  the  new 
books  in  the  "Weymouth  Gazette,"  once  in  two  weeks,  issuing 
a  bulletin  annually.  This  method,  proving  more  satisfactory,  is 
still  practised.  These  bulletins,  with  the  classified  list  issued  at 
the  opening  of  the  library,  are  the  only  catalogues  as  yet  printed ; 
but  the  card  catalogue,  arranged  on  the  dictionary  plan,  which  is 
brought  down  to  date,  is  the  best  aid  in  the  selection  of  books  to 
those  who  can  come  to  the  library. 

Borrowers  are  encouraged  to  make  special  requests  for  books, 
and  much  help  is  given  in  hunting  for  information  on  special  sub- 
jects. Free  access  to  the  shelves  is  not  allowed,  but  shelves  con- 
taining interesting  books  for  the  children  to  select  from  are  in  the 
delivery  room,  and  a  similar  arrangement  for  older  persons  is  on 
the  desk,  while  students  are  allowed  to  have  as  many  books 
brought  to  them  as  they  desire.  Suggestions  of  books  for  pur- 
chase are  always  treated  with  attention,  and,  when  received,  notices 
are  sent  to  those  who  desired  the  books,  that  they  may  have  the 
first  reading.  Teachers'  special  cards  were  issued  early  in  1881 ; 
at  first  only  three  books  at  one  time  were  loaned  on  these  cards, 
but  afterwards  the  number  was  increased  to  six,  and  then  to  ten, 
at  the  request  of  the  more  progressive  teachers.  Since  Jan.  12, 
1895,  a  special  non-fiction  card  has  been  issued  to  all  applying  for 
it.  This  cai'd  is  valued  by  the  scholars,  members  of  literary  and 
debating  societies,  readers  of  magazine  literature  and  those  desir- 
ing to  borrow  music.  The  use  of  this  cai*d  tends  to  reduce  the 
circulation  of  fiction  to  a  much  lower  per  cent. 
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In  March,  1880,  two  agencies  for  the  delivery  of  books  were 
established,  which  proved  so  satisfactory  that  five  others  have 
since  been  arranged  for,  and  now  more  than  one-half  of  the  books 
loaned  daring  the  later  years  have  been  distributed  through  the 
seven  agencies.     The  library  hours  are  as  follows :  On  Mondays,' 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  to  8  p.m.  ;  Wednesdays,  2  to 
5  P.M. ;  Saturdays,  2  to  9  p.m.     The  present  board  of  trustees  is 
composed  as  follows:     Frank   H.  Mason,  clerk  and  treasurer; 
James   Humphrey;    Augustus   J.   Richards,    president;     Francis 
Ambler,  Charles  P.  Hunt,  Louis  A.  Cook,  Preston  Pratt,  Edmund 
G.  Bates,  John  B.  Holland  and  ex  officio  the  board  of  selectmen, 
Gordon  Willis,  Bradford  Hawes,  Charles  E.  Bicknell,  Geoi^e  L. 
Newton  and  Nelson  W.  Gaixiner.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Caroline 

A.  Blanchard. 

The  F<^g  Memorial  Library  is  located  in  South  Weymouth. 
The  first  permanent  social  library  in  the  town  was  organized  here 
on  Aug.  7,  1800.  The  shares  were  50  cents  each,  and  seventy-one 
citizens  became  shareholders.  The  few  books  that  remained  of 
this  library,  found  in  the  attic  of  a  house  destroyed  upon  the  site 
of  Fogg  memorial  building,  have  been  added  to  the  new  collection. 
The  Mutual  Library  Association  of  South  Weymouth  was  organ- 
ized Nov.  13,  1863,  with  eighty  members,  and  was  supported  by 
annual  fees.  It  acquired  about  1,600  volumes,  which  were  mostly 
destroyed  by  fire. 

John  S.  Fogg,  a  shoe  manufacturer,  who  died  in  1892,  left 
$50,000  in  the  hands  of  trustees  to  erect  a  building  in  his  native 
village  which  shall  bear  his  name,  and  to  furnish  a  fund  towards 
the  maintenance  of  a  free  library.     In  1897  plans  were  perfected, 
and  the  buildiug  begun.     It  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  exer- 
cises Sept.  14,  1898.     It  is   a  two-storied  structure  with  a  high 
basement  in  the  Italian  renaissance  style,  seventy-six  by  forty-six 
feet,    built  of    Weymouth  seam-face   granite,    irregular   coursed 
ashlar ;  the  basement  trimmings  being  of  Milf ord  granite  and  all 
trimmings  above  of  buff  Indiana  limestone.     It  contains  a  stack- 
room  thirty-five  by  twenty-five  feet,  reading,  reference  and  con- 
versation rooms,   and  accommodations  for  the  librarian  on   the 
ground  floor,  and  a  small  hall  thirty-five  by  thirty  feet  upon  the 
second  fioor,  suitable  for  a   museum.     The  stack  has  a  possible 
capacity  for  25,000  volumes.     The  building  is  nearly  fireproof, 
admirably   planned,    thoroughly    built    and    elegantly   furnished 
throughout.     The   basement   is   occupied    By   the   steam-heating 
apparatus,  rooms  for  storage,  toilet  room,  etc.     The  inside  finish 
is  of  quartered  oak  and  hard  plaster,  decorated.     The  building  is 
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equipped  throughout  for  both  gas  aud  electric  lighting.  All  the 
metal  work  for  doors  and  windows  and  light  fixtures  are  from 
special  designs,  finished  in  oxidized  silver.  All  of  the  windows 
are  of  heavy  plate  glass,  and  in  the  chief  rooms  have  leaded  glass 
transoms  with  colored  symbolic  designs,  adapted  from  ancient 
book  plates.  A  memorial  bronze  tablet,  suitably  inscribed,  occu- 
pies the  place  of  honor  over  tlie  fireplace  in  the  reading-room. 
The  site  cost  about  $6,000,  and  the  building  over  $25,000.  The 
town  appropriates  $750  for  the  benefit  of  the  Fogg  Memorial 
Library,  which  is  wholly  free  to  any  inhabitant  of  Weymouth.  It 
is  open  daily  except  Sundays.  The  trustees  appointed  by  Mr. 
Fogg  are :  Rev.  William  H.  Bolster,  John  H.  Stetson  and  Henry 
B.  Reed.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Mary  D.  Vaughan. 

Population,  1895,  11,291;  valuation,  $6,884,005;  volumes. 
Tufts  Library,  1898,  18,800;  Fogg  Memorial  Library,  2,523; 
circulation,  Tufts,  69,873 ;  Fogg  Library,  estimated^  25,000. 

WHATBLY. 

The  Whately  Circulating  Library  was  started  about  1870,  by  the 
Whately  Farmer's  Club,  as  an  agricultural  library.  Its  use  is  free 
to  all  the  inhabitants ;  and  the  annual  appropriation,  besides  the 
dog  tax,  is  $135.  A  room  is  provided  for  its  accommodation  in  the 
town  house.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1890  and  a  supplement  in 
1897.  The  library  is  open  five  hours  each  Saturday.  The  annual 
cost  of  administration  is  $35.  It  is  managed  by  a  committee  of 
three,  chosen  by  the  town,  the  present  members  of  which  are :  Her- 
bert E.  Root,  Cooley  B.  Dickinson  and  Charles  E.  Crafts.  The 
librarian  is  Miss  Mary  R.  Gould. 

Population,  1895,  755;  valuation,  $478,232;  volumes,  1898, 
2,159  ;  circulation,  3,500,  estimated, 

WHITMAN. 

The  Whitman  Public  Library  was  established  in  1879  by  the 
town,  under  the  genera]  laws,  and  has  since  been  maintained 
wholly  by  taxation  for  the  free  use  of  all  its  citizens.  The  annua] 
appropriation  for  the  last  two  years  has  been  $1 ,800.  The  library 
at  first  occupied  a  single  leased  room,  but  constantly  growing  pop- 
ularity and  circulation  have  compelled  the  frequent  enlarging  of 
accommodations.  It  now  is- pleasantly  situated  on  the  first  floor 
of  a  building  called  the  Village  block,  having  four  apartments,  one 
of  which  serves  as  a  reading-room  and  one  as  a  delivery  room,  the 
others  being  devoted  to  shelving  for  books.  It  has  a  card  cata- 
logue as  well  as  one  in  book  form,  and  accession  lists  are  published. 
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It  is  open  six  and  one-half  hours  every  week-day  but  Wednesday. 
Teachers  of  public  schools  are  given  almost  unlimited  privileges  in 
the  use  of  books  pertaining  to  their  work.  The  children  are  the 
most  constant  pati*ons  of  the  library,  and  popular  works  of  fiction 
and  juveniles  are  in  such  demand  that  they  often  have  to  be  re- 
placed. By  the  will  of  Miss  Caroline  H.  Whitman  the  library  re- 
ceived, in  1893,  $500,  which  was  expended  for  standaixl  authors. 
This  is  the  only  considerable  benefaction  ever  received.  The  an- 
nual cost  of  administration  is  about  $650.  The  trustees,  six  in 
number,  chosen  by  the  town,  are :  Edward  J.  Gaffney,  George  A. 
Dorr,  Miss  Deborah  A.  Partridge,  David  B.  Bates,  Mrs.  Eugenia 
F.  Lovell,  Miss  Lizzie  B.  Bosworth.  Elena  S.  Spilsted  is  the 
librarian. 

Population,  1895, 5,744  ;  valuation,  $8,668,107 ;  volumes,  1898, 
10,039;  circulation,  32,750. 

WILBRAHAM. 

The  Wilbraham  Free  Public  Library  was  established  in  1892, 
the  town  at  its  annual  meeting  on  April  4  of  that  year  voting  to 
accept  the  State  law  of  1890  in  regard  to  public  libraries,  and  ap- 
propriating $25  for  library  support.  Since  that  time  it  has  been 
in  constant  and  successful  use,  and  the  town  has  each  year  appro- 
priated $25,  in  addition  to  the  dog  tax ;  this  amounted  to  $169.59 
last  year.  Until  1898  the  books  were  kept  in  the  selectmen's 
rooms  at  North  Wilbraham,  and  were  accessible  to  the  public  for 
four  hours  on  Wednesday.  The  library  is  now  located  in  the 
North  Wilbraham  post-office,  and  is  open  every  week-day  from  2 
to  3  and  from  6.80  to  7.30  p.m.  A  delivery  station  is  supported 
at  the  Wilbraham  post-office.  The  will  of  the  late  Henry  Cut- 
ler of  North  Wilbraham,  leaves  the  Bennett  place,  so  called,  to 
A.  E.  Bell,  with  the  provision  that  it  shall  revert  to  the  town  for 
library  purposes,  and  also  leaves  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  books. 
About  500  volumes  have  been  gifts,  the  largest  donors,  besides 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  being  William  D.  Sohier  of 
Beverly  and  Hon.  William  Whiting  of  Holyoke.  Catalogues  and 
supplements  were  printed  in  1896,  1897  and  1898.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  $25.  The  present  trustees,  elected  by  the  town, 
are :  Mrs.  W.  L.  Collins,  Frank  A.  Gurney  and  H,  W.  Cutler, 
Miss  Minnie  Morgan  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,740;  valuation,  $852,112;  volumes,  1898, 
1,070;  circulation,  2,000,  estimated. 
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WIIililAMSBUBG. 

Williamsburg  has  two  free  libraries.  The  Meekins  Memorial 
Library  had  its  origin  in  a  beqaest  of  Stephen  Meekins,  who  died 
in  1894,  leaving  $15,000  for  the  erection  of  a  building  for  a  public 
library,  and  the  larger  part  of  his  remaining  estate  in  the  hands  of 
trustees  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  a  library.  The 
building  is  of  stone,  and  was  dedicated  Feb.  1,  1897.  About 
$5,000  from  the  estate  was  expended  for  books,  and  the  residue, 
about  $20,000,  constitutes  a  permanent  fund.  The  town  has  no 
voice  in  the  management  of  the  institution,  but  by  the  terms  of  the 
will  the  use  of  the  books  is  to  be  forever  free  to  all  the  inhabitants 
of  Williamsburg.  The  town  has  a  perpetual  lease  of  a  fireproof 
record  room  in  the  basement  of  the  building,  having  contributed 
$1,200  for  its  construction.  About  2,500  volumes  belonging  to 
the  Williamsburg  Library  Association  have  been  absorbed  in  the 
Meekins  Memorial  Library.  There  are  reading-rooms  well  fur- 
nished with  periodical  literature  and  books  of  reference,  and  a 
card  catalogue.  The  libi*ary  is  open  for  public  use  on  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  from  2  to  8  p.m.  The  trustees  under 
the  will  are:  Hiram  G.  Hill,  George  H.  Ames  and  Henry  C. 
Smith  of  Williamsburg,  and  William  Ludden  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Anna  J.  Hawks  is  librarian. 

In  1881  a  few  young  people  of  the  village  of  Haydenville 
formed  themselves  into  an  organization  called  the  Haydenville 
Library  Association,  each  member  paying  into  the  treasury  ooe 
dollar  annually.  The  income  was  increased  by  various  entertain- 
ments given  from  time  to  time.  No  books  of  a  sectarian  or 
partisan  character  were  purchased.  The  little  library  grew  slowly 
through  the  energy  of  the  members  and  occasional  gifts,  until,  in 
1889,  Miss  Anna  Hayden  offered  to  provide  it  with  a  suitable 
permanent  home.  The  association  accordingly  became  a  corpora- 
tion in  November  of  that  year,  and  received  from  Miss  Hayden  a 
handsome  building  of  wood,  having  a  capacity  for  10,000  volumes, 
and  costing  about  $1,000.  In  January,  1898,  the  association 
voted  to  make  its  library  free  to  all  citizens,  and  to  ask  the  town 
to  maintain  it  as  a  town  library.  The  town  at  its  March  meeting 
of  that  year  voted  to  accept  the  proposition,  and  appropriated 
$100  for  library  support.  The  State's  bounty  of  $100  worth  of 
books,  due  by  provisions  of  the  law  of  1890,  has  been  added  to 
the  collection  of  the  association.  S.  B.  Stebbins  has  presented  to 
the  town  from  the  estate  of  his  aunt.  Miss  Chloe  Stebbins,  the 
annual  income  of  $100  for  library  uses.     There  is  no  catalc^ue  of 
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later  date  than  1895.  The  cost  of  administration  is  about  $30 
per  annum.  The  books  are  accessible  to  the  public  on  Saturdays, 
from  7  to  9  p.m.  Teachers  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  public 
schools  are  given  special  privileges  in  drawing  books  for  the  use 
of  their  pupils.  The  three  trustees  elected  by  the  town  are: 
Byron  Lewis,  Wilbur  M.  Purrington  and  Charles  A.  Phillips. 
Mr.  Phillips  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,955;  valuation,  $936,398;  volumes,  1898, 
Meekins  Library,  8,000;  Haydenville  Free,  2,000;  circulation, 
Meekins  Library,  12,000  estimated;  Haydenville  Free,  2,250. 

WIIiLIAMSTOWN. 

The  Williamstown  Public  Library  was  established  in  1874,  in 
great  measure  through  the  efforts  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  White.  An 
agricultural  library  of  about  100  volumes  was  a  part  of  the  founda- 
tion. It  is  entirely  free  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  is 
supported  wholly  by  taxation.  The  annual  appropriation  is  $300 
and  two-thirds  of  the  dog  tax,  $240.  It  occupies  two  leased  rooms 
in  Cole's  block.  Catalogues  were  printed  in  1883  and  1893,  and 
a  supplement  was  issued  in  1897.  The  library  is  open  on  Tues- 
days from  12  to  4  and  on  Saturdays  fi-om  3  to  8  p.m.  The  cost 
of  administration  is  about  $100  per  annum.  It  is  managed  by  a 
board  of  three  trustees,  chosen  by  the  town. 

The  South  Williamstown  branch  of  the  public  library  was  founded 
in  1880  by  subscription.  The  town  appropriates  to  it  $100  and 
gne-third  of  the  dog  tax  ($119)  annually.  It  is  cared  for  in  a  pri- 
vate house,  and  is  open  Friday  from  2  to  5  p.m.  ;  and  during  the 
summer  months,  for  the  accommodation  of  summer  guests  at  Hotel 
Idlewild,  is  kept  open  on  Tuesday  afternoons.  The  cost  of  admin- 
istration is  about  $25  a  year. 

The  Blackinton  Free  Library  was  established  in  1869  by  the 
Blackinton  Woolen  Company,  for  the  benefit  of  their  operatives 
and  the  people  of  the  village.  At  first  there  was  a  small  charge 
for  the  use  of  the  books,  but  it  was  made  free  to  all  about  eighteen 
years  ago.  The  Blackinton  Woolen  Company  gives  the  use  of  a 
hall  for  the  library,  and  pays  all  expenses  save  $100  per  annum, 
one-half  of  which  is  appropriated  by  the  town  of  Williamstown 
and  one-half  by  the  city  of  North  Adams,  a  portion  of  the  village 
being  situated  in  each  municipality.  It  is  managed  by  the  Black- 
inton Woolen  Company,  and  it  is  under  the  immediate  care  of 
O.  A.  Archer.  Efforts  are  made  to  interest  the  schools  of  the 
village  in  the  library  by  providing  history,  etc.,  to  be  used  in  aid 
of  school  work.     Several  magazines  are  subscribed  for,  and  are 
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YARMOUTH    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 
Gift  of  Nalban  Mjllbms. 
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loaned  to  the  local  reading-room.  The  work  of  supplying  books 
to  answer  demands  for  special  information  is  carried  out  as  far  as 
the  limited  resources  of  the  library  will  permit. 

The  library  trastees  of  Williamstown  are  Rev.  Theodore  Sedg- 
wick, Daniel  J.  Neyland  and  George  Smith.  Miss  Lucy  F.  Curtis 
is  librarian  of  the  public  library,  Miss  Lucy  Torrey  Sanford  of  the 
South  Williamstown  branch,  and  O.  A.  Archer  of  the  Blackinton 
Free  Library. 

Population,  1895, 4,887 ;  valuation,  12,586,645 ;  volumes,  1898, 
Williamstown,  5,000;  South  Williamstown,  1,216;  Blackinton, 
2,900;  circulation,  Williamstown,  7,189;  South  Williamstown, 
1,590;  Blackinton,  2,000. 

WIIiMIKaXON. 

The  Wilmington  Public  Library  was  established  in  September, 
1872,  when  it  absorbed  the  remainder  of  the  district  school  libra- 
ries which  had  existed  in  the  town.  It  is  almost  entirely  supported 
by  taxation,  the  only  fund  it  has  being  about  $600,  the  income  of 
which  is  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  annual  appro- 
priation of  the  town  is  $150.  The  library  is  kept  in  a  disused 
school-house.  Among  the  leading  donors  have  been  Rev.  D.  P. 
Noyes,  Mrs.  H.  McG.  Noyes  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Nickles.  The 
library  is  open  Wednesdays,  afternoon  and  evening.  The  annual 
cost  of  administration  is  about  $75.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in 
1886,  and  lists  of  accessions  have  since  been  published.  The 
trustees,  chosen  by  the  town  in  the  usual  manner,  are :  Arthur  O. 
Buck,  Edward  N.  Eames,  Sarah  D.  J.  Carter,  Miss  Mary  L.  Buz- 
zell  and  Frank  L.  Eames.     Miss  Emma  E.  Kellom  is  the  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  1,420;  valuation,  $925,839;  volumes,  1898, 
2,368;  circulation,  3,444. 

WINOHBITDON. 

A  library,  the  traces  of  whose  history  are  now  nearly  obliterated, 
existed  in  Winchendon  early  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  It  disappeared,  and  another  came  into  existence  about  the 
year  1800.  This  was  sold  in  1825 ;  and  the  next  enterprise,  which 
resulted  in  the  foundation  of  the  Winchendon  Public  Library,  was 
largely  inspired  by  the  efforts  of  the  Rev.  Abijah  P.  Marvin.  In 
a  lecture  given  by  him,  Dec.  6,  1850,  he  recommended  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  library,  and  at  the  close  of  the  address  Dr.  Ira 
Russell  proposed  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  to  carry  out 
the  suggestion.  With  the  hearty  co-operation  and  aid  of  the 
citizens  generally,  a  corporation  was  formed  under  the  General 
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Statutes,  styled  "  a  literary  association  for  general  improvement.** 
The  sum  of  $300  was  raised  by  subscription  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  Elisha  Murdock  was  chosen  the  first  president  and  D.  L. 
Morrill  the  first  librarian.  The  books  were  kept  'in  Mr.  Morriirs 
law  office  at  first,  and  were  removed  to  other  offices  and  to  private 
houses  as  the  librarian  was  changed.  On  the  whole,  the  library 
had  a  somewhat  precarious  existence  until  the  association  pre- 
sented it  to  the  town,  Jan.  16,  1867,  on  condition  that  the  '*  town 
will  provide  for  its  maintenance  and  enlargement,  and  proper 
keeping  for  the  accommodation  of  the  readers  of  the  town."  Since 
that  date  the  library  has  been  supported  by  the  town.  The  appro- 
priation, including  the  dog  tax,  for  the  purchase  of  books,  is  now 
$300  per  annum,  and  the  total  expense  is  about  $1,200  per  year. 
The  library  and  free  reading-room  connected  with  it  occupy  a  room 
in  the  town  hall  block.  The  reading-room  is  used  by  a  large  num- 
ber of  readers,  and  is  provided  with  the  principal  American  maga- 
zines and  several  daily  and  weekly  papers.  The  library  is  open 
daily  from  7  to  9  p.m.  except  on  Sundays,  and  from  3  to  5  p.m. 
on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays.  Especial  regard  to  the  needs  of 
the  public  schools  is  paid  in  the  purchase  of  books,  and  teachers 
are  given  extra  cards  for  school  use.  The  present  trustees,  chosen 
by  the  town,  are :  Mrs.  A.  B.  Smith,  Mrs.  George  F.  Wood,  Mrs. 
Joseph  N.  White,  Dr.  John  G.  Henry,  Prof.  Francis  R.  Hatha- 
way and  Capt.  Theodore  K.  Parker.  The  librarian  is  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Manzer ;  assistant.  Miss  Harriet  Hoar. 

Population,  1895, 4,490 ;  valuation,  $2,303,508 ;  volumes,  1898, 
6,448;  circulation,  21,214. 

WINOHBSTBB. 

The  South  Woburn  Library  Association  was  formed  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1848 ;  and  on  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Winches- 
ter in  1850,  the  name  was  changed  to  the  Winchester  Library  Associ- 
ation. It  was  a  stock  company,  the  shares  being  $3.  The  first  sale 
of  shares  netted  about  $100,  which  was  invested  wholly  in  books, 
and  the  library  went  into  successfal  operation  in  May,  1848.  It 
was  very  well  patronized,  and  additions  were  made  from  time  to 
time,  until  in  1859  it  contained  about  1,100  well-selected  volumes. 
It  was  at  first  kept  in  Dr.  Youngman's  drug  store,  but  was 
moved  into  the  Lyceum  building  in  1852,  where  it  remained,  with 
a  brief  inten'uptiou,  until  it  was  presented  to  the  town,  March  29, 
1859,  on  condition  that  the  town  should  establish  and  maintain  a 
public  town  library,  and  make  an  appropriation  of  $200  at  once, 
and  an  annual  appropriation  of  not  less  than  $100.     The  Win- 
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Chester  Agricaltural  Library,  which  was  formed  about  1856,  and 
had  collected  about  150  volumes,  was  also  merged  in  the  town 
library.  The  library  was  several  times  moved,  until  placed  in  its 
present  home  in  the  library  wing  of  the  town  hall,  July,  1888.  It 
has  received  many  gifts  of  books,  magazines,  etc.  Dr.  William 
Everett  made  a  cash  donation  of  850  in  1869,  and  Mr.  D.  N. 
Skillings  in  1881  bequeathed  to  it  S500,  the  income  of  which  is 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  standard  books.  In  1890  Mrs.  Nancy 
S.  Howe  bequeathed  $1,000  to  it.  In  1892  the  heirs  of  Joseph  H. 
Tyler,  a  former  trustee,  placed  in  the  reading-room  a  beautiful 
memorial  window,  representing  Gutenberg  taking  the  proof  from 
the  first  printing  press.  Frank  W.  Daniels,  who  died  Dec.  8, 
1897,  bequeathed  S500  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Since  the 
library  became  the  property  of  the  town,  it  has  been  maintained 
by  annual  appropriations.  In  1897  the  appropriation  was  $1,500. 
The  dog  tax  is  also  devoted  to  it,  the  amount  in  1896  being 
$596.99.  Rent,  light,  heat  and  janitor  service  are  also  provided 
free  by  the  town.  The  library  annex  to  the  town  haU  will  contain 
about  25,000  volumes. 

In  1885  the  trustees  granted  the  use  of  a  room  to  the  Winchester 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Society,  and  its  collection  of  material 
relating  to  the  histoiy  of  the  town  has  become  a  portion  of  the 
library.  This  room  is  now  to  be  converted  into  a  reading-room 
for  adults,  connected  by  a  stairway  with  the  book  room. 

A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1892,  and  a  card  catalogue  written; 
a  supplement  was  issued  in  1897.  Bulletins  of  the  new  books  are 
printed  monthly.  The  library  is  open  every  secular  day  from  2  to 
6  and  7  to  8.30  p.m.  Besides  the  librarian,  one  young  lady  assist- 
ant is  employed  regularly,  and  various  high  school  boys  and  girls 
are  hired  by  the  hour  as  needed.  The  trustees  purchase  books 
that  are  requested  by  the  people,  and  patrons  are  encouraged  to 
ask  for  information  and  constantly  assisted  by  the  librarian  in  find- 
ing it.  They  are  invited  to  personally  examine  the  books  on  the 
shelves  on  any  subject  they  may  be  interested  in,  and  allowed 
more  than  one  book  on  that  subject  if  they  desire.  The  school 
teachers  have  special  cards,  on  which  they  may  take  any  reasonable 
number  of  books  for  school  use.  The  salaries  of  the  librarian  and 
assistants  amounted  to  $768.25  in  1897.  The  management  of  the 
library  is  vested  in  a  board  of  three  trustees,  of  which  the  pres- 
ent members  are :  Arthur  E.  Whitney,  Horace  D.  Bradbuiy  and 
Edwin  N.  Lovering.     The  librarian  is  Miss  Cora  A.  Quimby. 

Population,  1895,  6,150 ;  valuation,  $6,919,509  ;  volumes,  1898, 
12,271 ;  circulation,  45,446. 
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WHTDBOR. 

Windsor's  Free  Public  Library  was  opened  for  use  April  20, 
1891,  having  upon  its  shelves  $100  worth  of  books,  being  the 
State's  foundation  gift  under  terms  of  the  library  act  of  1890, 
which  the  town  had  accepted  the  previous  month.  The  annual 
appropriation  for  its  support  is  $15,  and  sometimes  the  dog  tax  is 
added.  The  town  includes  three  small  villages,  Windsor,  East 
Windsor  and  Windsor  Hills,  so  situated  as  to  be  ^\e  or  six  mOes 
each  from  the  others.  The  books  are  divided  into  three  equal 
paits,  and  kept  in  private  houses  at  the  three  villages,  the  services 
of  the  librarians  being  voluntary.  Borrowers  can  obtain  books 
at  their  own  convenient  time.  The  villages  exchange  libraries 
once  each  year.  The  present  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  are : 
Harry  J.  Whitmarsh,  Byron  H.  Hollis  and  Harry  A.  Ford.  The 
librarians  are :  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Nichols,  L.  E.  Packard  and  Darius 
Bird. 

Population,  1895,  556;  valuation,  $192*529;  volumes,  1898, 
660;  circulation,  950. 

WINTHBOP. 

Winthrop  was  incorporated  in  1852.  Three  years  later  George 
B.  Emerson,  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop  and  others  gave  to  the 
town  about  600  volumes  of  valuable  books.  The  library  thus 
formed  was  under  the  management  of  the  Winthrop  Lyceum 
Association,  an  organization  which,  by  lectures  and  discussions  on 
various  subjects,  furnished  entertainment  and  instruction  to  the 
people,  who  filled  the  old  school-house  on  the  evenings  appointed 
for  the  meetings.  A  copy  of  the  printed  catalogue  is  dated  1856, 
and,  as  the  town  hall  was  built  that  year,  it  is  supposed  that  the 
books  were  first  circulated  then.  The  secretary  of  the  Lyceum  in 
1856  was  William  F.  Bartlett,  then  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  it  is 
an  interesting  fact  that  among  the  first  books  purchased  for  the 
present  library  was  the  memoir  of  the  same  William  Francis 
Bartlett,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  soldiers  Massachusetts  con- 
tributed to  the  civil  war. 

While  Mr.  Bartlett  was  secretary,  Warren  Belcher  acted  as 
librarian,  and  the  books  were  generally  circulated.  Not  all  of 
them  were  returned,  however,  and  after  a  time  the  circulation 
ceased.  Again,  in  the  year  1872,  meetings  of  the  Lyceum  were 
held  in  the  town  hall,  and  the  books  again  circulated  for  a  few- 
months.  Miss  Judith  C.  Gardner,  then  teacher  of  the  grammar 
school,    acting   as    librarian.     Another    lyceum    association   was 
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organized  in  1880,  and  continued  in  existence  till  1884.  On  the 
sixteenth  of  October,  1882,  the  following  were  chosen  a  committee 
to  consider  the  matter  of  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room  and 
library,  viz. :  Dr.  Samuel  Ingalls,  David  Floyd,  2d,  Warren  E. 
Belcher,  Rev.  E.  F.  Merriam  and  L.  L.  Crane.  Early  in  the  year 
1888  the  selectmen  had  a  large  book-case  constructed  on  one  side 
of  the  room  formerly  occupied  by  the  grammar  school.  John 
Belcher,  as  president  of  the  old  lyceum,  made  over  the  500 
volumes  still  left  of  the  original  library,  which  were  then  placed 
on  the  shelves.  In  November  of  the  same  year  the  selectmen 
granted  the  use  of  the  school-room  (then  called  Lyceum  Hall)  for 
a  free  reading-room.  Sufficient  funds  were  raised,  largely  through 
the  efforts  of  the  late  Dr.  Ingalls,  to  furnish  the  room  and  provide 
reading  matter.  The  reading-room  was  opened  to  the  public  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  3,  1883,  and  up  to  the  present  time  has  continued 
to  he  opened  certain  evenings  of  each  week.  For  several  months 
Messrs.  Warren  E.  Belcher  and  Charles  E.  Ingalls  took  charge  of 
the  room  without  compensation.  In  June,  1884,  Miss  Minnie  K. 
Tewksbury  was  employed  as  custodian.  The  Union  Circle,  having 
disbanded,  gave  25  volumes,  and  books  were  also  received  from 
the  following :  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Hon.  George  D.  Robin- 
son, D.  F.  Kimball  and  Simeon  Butterfield  of  Chelsea,  E.  P. 
Fiske,  C.  V.  Whitten,  Mrs.  J.  Lewis  and  Miss  Abigail  Tewks- 
bury, all  of  Boston.  Mrs.  Sarah  Tewksbury  Proctor  of  Westford, 
who  then  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  living  person 
claiming  Winthrop  as  a  place  of  nativity,  forwarded  a  donation 
of  850,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  books. 

On  May  27,  1884,  the  various  houses  in  town  were  visited  by  a 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  over  100  books  and  200 
magazines  were  thus  obtained.  At  different  meetings,  held  in  the 
early  part  of  1885,  the  town  voted  to  establish  a  public  library, 
adopted  regulations  for  its  government,  and  made  an  appropriation 
of  8200  towai*ds  its  support.  A  board  of  six  was  elected  on  May 
4,  1885,  and  the  Lyceum  committee  made  over  to  said  board,  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  all  the  books,  periodicals 
and  papers  held  by  them.  Miss  Minnie  K.  Tewksbury  was  elected 
librarian,  and  the  library  was  opened  to  the  public  on  Jan.  30, 
1886.  The  regulations  adopted  by  the  town  provide  that  the 
library  shall  be  managed  by  six  trustees,  two  of  whom  are  elected 
annually,  and  hold  ofl9ce  for  three  years. 

The  library  occupied  the  room  in  the  town  hall  building  until 
October,  1896,  at  which  time  the  trustees  accepted  the  offer  of  the 
school  committee  to  use  two  rooms  in  the  new  high  school  building 
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for  library  purposes  for  a  period  of  two  years.  One  of  the  rooms 
was  fitted  up  as  a  stack  and  delivery  room,  and  the  other,  which 
opened  out  of  the  first,  made  an  excellent  reading-room.  With 
the  improved  accommodations  the  patronage  of  the  library  in- 
creased rapidly,  and  the  need  of  a  library  building  was  more  ap- 
parent than  ever  before. 

In  October,  1897,  Mrs.  Eliza  W.  Frost  of  Winthrop  offered 
$10,000  toward  the  erection  of  a  library  building,  to  cost  at  least 
$20,000,  and  to  be  called  the  Frost  Public  Library,  in  memory  of 
her  husband,  the  late  Morrill  Frost.  Efforts  to  raise  by  subscrip- 
tion the  amount  needed  to  make  the  gift  available  proving  un- 
successful, Mrs.  Frost's  proposition  was  brought  before  the  town 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  March,  1898 ;  the  town  unanimously 
voted  $10,000  toward  the  building,  and  also  purchased  a  lot  of 
land  on  which  to  erect  the  same;  ground  was  broken  for  this 
purpose  Aug.  29,  1898,  and  the  buUding  is  now  being  erected 
from  plans  drawn  by  Architect  Willard  M.  Bacon.  It  will  have 
a  capacity  of  25,000  volumes,  and  will  be  completed  in  April, 
1899.  The  exterior  of  the.  building  is  classical  in  design.  The 
base  is  of  Deer  Isle  granite,  the  cornices,  belts  and  trimmings 
of  entrances  and  windows  are  of  Indiana  lime  stone.  The  out- 
side walls  are  of  gray  speckled  bricks  laid  in  light  mortar.  The 
roof  is  slated  with  Vermont  green  slate,  with  copper  gutters  and 
trimmings.  The  main  building  has  a  frontage  on  the  park  of 
seventy  feet  and  a  depth  of  thirty  feet.  The  stack  room  extends 
northerly  from  the  centre  of  the  main  building  forty  feet,  with  a 
width  of  twenty-seven  and  one-half  feet.  The  entrance  is  into 
an  outer  vestibule  opening  into  an  inner  hall.  The  vestibules 
have  mosaic  floors  of  special  design,  marble  bases  with  panelled 
oak  walls.  From  the  vestibule  one  enters  the  delivery  room,  to 
the  right  of  which  is  the  general  reading-room ;  on  the  left  is  a 
reading-room  for  children  and  a  room  for  books  of  reference. 
On  the  same  floor  are  also  rooms  for  the  trustees  and  librarian. 
The  second  floor  is  reached  by  two  stairways  from  the  delivery 
room.  Here  are  three  rooms  which  will  be  used  for  the  exhibi- 
tion of  pictures,  historical  relics  and  other  articles  of  interest. 

The  library  and  reading-room  are  free  to  all  i-esidents  of  Win- 
throp over  fourteen  years  of  age.  This  is  not  construed  to  exclude 
summer  sojourners,  an  increasing  number  of  whom  make  use  of 
the  library  each  year.  A  catalogue  was  printed  in  1888  and 
another  in  1897.  The  titles  and  numbers  of  new  books  are  pub- 
lished in  the  local  papers,  and  there  is  also  a  card  catalc^ue  of 
authors  and  titles.     Tbe  system  of  classification  is  Dewey's  deci- 
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mal  system.  The  library  is  supported  by  taxation,  the  annual 
appropriation  for  the  last  two  years  being  $1,200.  The  dog  tax 
in  SuJQfolk  County  goes  to  the  schools,  so  the  town  appropriation 
and  what  is  received  from  fines  and  sales  of  catalogues  is  the  only 
source  of  income.  The  library  contains  4,875  volumes,  of  which 
989  were  given  to  the  library  and  3,936  purchased.  The  num- 
ber using  the  library  in  1897  was  1,092,  and  the  circulation 
was  19,412.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the  library  in  1897  was 
$1,378.49,  of  which  amount  $486.75  was  for  books,  $356.60  for 
librarian,  $309.85  for  catalogues  and  $225.29  for  binding,  lighting, 
new  shelves,  etc.  Something  has  already  been  done  toward  a 
collection  of  publications  relating  to  the  town  and  its  inhabitants. 
Complete  files  of  the  weekly  newspapers  have  been  obtained,  and 
the  library  will  soon  have  a  complete  set  of  town  reports.  It 
has  a  number  of  the  publications  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  as 
the  town  was  a  part  of  Boston  until  1739,  much  of  its  early  history 
is  found  in  them.  The  library  is  each  year  becoming  of  more  use 
to  the  public  schools.  The  teachers  are  allowed  to  take  out  ten 
books  at  one  time  for  use  in  the  schools,  and  the  scholars  are 
encouitged  to  consult  the  books  of  reference  which  the  library 
contains.  The  teachers  are  consulted  in  regard  to  the  purchase 
of  books  which  will  be  of  service  to  them  in  their  school  work. 
One  librarian  and  one  assistant,  both  ladies,  are  employed.  The 
library  is  now  open  three  afternoons  and  evenings  of  each  week, 
*but  when  the  new  building  is  completed  will  probably  be  open 
every  day.  The  present  trustees  are:  David  Floyd,  Frank  W. 
Tucker,  I.  A.  Whorf,  Channing  Howard,  Alfred  Phinney  and 
Francis  A.  IngersoU.  The  librarian  is  Miss  Flora  J.  Fomroy,  and 
her  assistant  is  Mrs.  Cora  Irwin.* 

Population,  1895,  4,192 ;  valuation,  $4,678,758  ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,666;  circulation,  19,412. 

WOBUBN. 

A  Social  Library,  which  existed  for  many  years,  was  founded  in 
Woburn  as  early  as  1789.  A  charitable  religious  library  which 
was  founded  in  1807  still  exists;  and  a  Young  Men's  Libraiy, 
founded  in  1835,  served  a  useful  purpose  for  many  years,  and 
was  merged  in  the  public  library.  The  present  admirable  public 
library  originated  in  1854,  when  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Bowers  Winn, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention  of  1853 
from  his  native  town,  offered  to  give  his  salary  as  a  member  for 

*  The  above  sketcb  was  chiefly  prepared  by  Dayid  Floyd. 


422  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES. 

the  purpose  if  the  town  would  appropriate  a  like  amount.  In 
March,  1855,  the  offer  was  accepted  by  the  town,  and  the  sum  of 
$300  from  the  treasury  added  to  Mr.  Winn's  donation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  The  library  was  opened  for  public  use  June  20, 
1856.  In  1875  Mr.  Winn  and  his  brother  Timothy  devised  $5,500 
for  the  use  of  the  library.  But  the  munificent  endowment  was 
made  by  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  son  of  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Winn,  who 
bequeathed  about  $227,000.  About  $85,000  of  this  amount  was 
expended  in  the  erection  of  a  building  designed  by  H.  H.  Richard- 
son, which  has  been  described  as  ^^one  of  the  most  exquisitely 
designed  and  harmoniously  arranged  buildings  modem  architecture 
has  produced."  An  inscription  over  the  porch  reads  thus :  *'  This 
building  was  erected  in  memory  of  Jonathan  Bowers  Winn,  from 
funds  bequeathed  by  his  son,  for  the  use,  benefit  and  improvement 
of  the  people  of  Woburn."  The  building  has  a  front  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-three  and  one-half  feet,  is  set  seventy-five  feet  back 
from  the  street,  and  is  entirely  surrounded  by  a  handsome  lawn. 
It  is  constructed  of  McGregor  stone  from  the  Longmeadow  quar- 
ries, relieved  by  Ohio  cream-colored  sand  stone  trimmings.  The 
main  entrance  is  through  a  cloistered  porch,  which  is  crowed  by 
a  tower  seventy-eight  feet  in  height.  The  building  contains  an 
art  gallery  twenty-two  by  twenty-eight  feet,  the  floor  and  wainscot- 
ing of  which  are  of  black  walnut ;  a  museum  of  polygonal  form^ 
some  thirty  feet  in  diameter ;  a  reading-room,  thirty-six  by  twenty- 
four  feet,  finished  in  butternut  and  ash;  and  the  library  room 
proper,  which  is  sixty-seven  by  thirty  feet,  and  contains  fourteen 
alcoves,  in  which  are  now  shelved  about  36,000  volumes,  while 
the  capacity  of  the  building  is  estimated  at  150,000  or  more  vol- 
umes. The  Ubrary  room  is  very  richly  and  harmoniously  designed 
and  furnished.  The  building  was  opened  for  use  May  1,  1879. 
About  $15,000  of  the  bequest  was  expended  for  books^  and  other 
expenses  of  quite  a  large  amount  were  incurred  for  the  purchase 
of  paintings,  real  estate  and  other  purposes.  The  present  per- 
manent fund  of  the  library  is  $54,000,  the  income  of  which  is 
about  $6,000  per  annum.  The  annual  city  appropriation  is  about 
$3,700,  including  the  refunded  dog  tax.  The  library  contains 
sixty-eight  paintings,  which  were  embraced  in  the  bequest ;  a  col- 
lection of  birds,  botanical  specimens,  fossils  and  minerals,  prin- 
cipally the  gift  of  the  Hon.  John  Cummings ;  and  a  fine  collection 
of  antique  furniture. 

Liberal  privileges  are  allowed  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the 
public  schools  in  the  use  of  the  library.  Teachers  have  special 
cards,  entitling  them  to  borrow  six  volumes  at  one  time.     The 
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people  are  encouraged  to  ask  for  information,  and  the  library 
officials  do  all  they  can  to  famish  it.  There  is  a  card  and  a 
printed  catalogue,  and  lists  of  accessions  are  printed  quarterly. 
The  library  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  8  p.m.,  except  Sunday,  Wednes- 
day and  Friday.  The  annual  cost  of  administration  is  83,540. 
The  library  was  incorporated  by  chapter  273  of  the  Acts  of  1885, 
which  vests  its  management  in  a  board  of  nine  trustees,  six  of 
whom  were  designated  as  corporators  by  the  act,  and  three  of 
whom  are  nominated  by  the  mayor  and  chosen  by  the  city  council. 
The  present  board  consists  of :  Hon.  Edward  D.  Hayden,  vice- 
president;  John  6.  Maguire,  clerk;  Leonard  Thompson,  Hon. 
John  M.  Harlow,  M.D.,  John  W.  Johnson,  Oliver  F.  Bryant, 
Rev.  James  B.  Gilday  and  Albert  Thompson.  Any  vacancies 
occurring  in  the  corporation  or  board  of  trustees  are  to  be  filled 
by  the  city  council.  William  R.  Cutter  is  librarian,  with  three 
assistants. 

Population,  1895,  14,178;  valuation,  $9,918,199;  volumes, 
1898,  37,266;  circulation,  59,388,  of  which  87  per  cent,  is  fiction 
and  juveniles. 

WOBOBSTBB. 

The  Free  Public  Library  was  established  by  the  city  government 
Dec.  23,  1859.  It  consisted  in  the  beginning  of  the  library  of 
Dr.  John  Green,  given  to  the  city  to  be  the  nucleus  of  a  reference 
library,  and  of  the  collection  of  books  owned  by  the  Worcester 
Lyceum  and  Library  Association  and  given  to  the  city  at  the  same 
time  that  Dr.  Green  gave  his  books.  Most  of  the  books  in  the 
latter  collection  became  the  nucleus  of  the  circulating  department 
of  the  Free  Public  Library.  The  library  of  Dr.  Green  was  one 
which  he  had  been  forming  for  many  years,  with  the  purpose  of 
giving  it  to  the  city.  That  of  the  Worcester  Lyceum  and  Library 
Association  consisted  of  the  books  which  had  belonged  to  The 
Young  Men's  Library  Association,  the  Young  Men's  Rhetorical 
Society  and  the  old  Worcester  Lyceum.  The  library  given  by 
Dr.  Green  numbered  about  7,000  volumes,  which  had  cost  him 
not  less  than  $10,000 ;  the  library  of  the  Worcester  Lyceum  and 
Library  Association  contained  4,500  volumes.  The  Free  Public 
Library  was  opened  to  the  public  April  30,  1860,  in  the  rooms  in 
the  Worcester  Bank  block  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  two 
libraries  composing  it. 

In  the  fourth  section  of  the  original  ordinance,  by  which  Dr. 
Green  was  made  an  honorary  director  of  the  library  for  life,  that 
gentleman  is  justly  called  its  principal  founder.     He  started  the 
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moyement  for  the  foundation  of  the  library,  gave  to  the  city  the 
large  collection  of  books  mentioned  above,  by  his  deed  of  gift 
secured  liberal  expenditures  on  the  part  of  the  city,  and  made 
other  conditions  which,  without  hampering  the  administration  of 
the  gift,  have  been  of  great  benefit. 

In  1865  reading-rooms  were  established  in  connection  with  the 
library.  A  fund  for  their  endowment  was  raised  by  subscription, 
mainly  through  the  ejQforts  of  Hon.  George  Frisbie  Hoar.  The 
subscription  amounted  to  $10,000  or  911,000,  and  was  headed  by 
the  late  Stephen  Salisbury  with  a  gift  of  $4,000.  Mr.  Hoar, 
Dr.  Green  and  forty  other  persons  gave  each  $100;  twenty- five 
persons,  $50  each;  thirty-eight,  $25  apiece;  and  other  givers, 
smaller  sums.  The  Worcester  Lyceum  and  Library  Association 
added  to  its  gifts  of  books  $800  as  a  subscription  towards  this 
reading-room  fund.  The  fund  amounted,  at  the  close  of  the  last 
library  year,  Nov.  30,  1897,  to  $10,856.44.  The  income  of  the 
fund  and  an  annual  appropriation  by  the  city  government  pay  for 
the  periodicals  and  papers  taken  in  the  reading-rooms. 

Dr.  Green  died  in  the  autumn  of  1865.  Between  the  date  of 
his  deed  of  gift  and  his  death  he  gave  to  the  library  4,968  volumes, 
in  addition  to  the  7,000  volumes  contributed  at  the  start.  By  his 
last  will  Dr.  Green  left  $30,000  to  the  city,  primarily  for  the  en- 
dowment of  his  department  of  the  libraiy.  By  provisions  of  the 
will  one-quarter  of  the  income  is  for  the  present  to  be  added  to  the 
principal  every  year,  and  the  remaining  three-quarters,  after  de- 
ducting any  losses  that  may  have  been  met  in  the  principal,  are  to 
be  spent  for  books  to  be  added  to  the  Green  Library  and  in  repair- 
ing and  rebinding  books  in  that  department  of  the  Free  Public 
Library.  The  investment  and  management  of  the  Green  Library 
fund,  by  the  terms  of  the  will,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  finance 
committee  of  the  board  of  directors.  That  committee  has  to  be 
chosen  by  ballot.  The  certificates  of  property  are  in  the  custody 
of  the  city  treasurer.  That  officer  also  collects  interest  aud  divi- 
dends. Provisions  for  the  safe  investment  of  the  fund  are  made 
in  the  will.  The  proceeds  of  a  trust  instituted  by  the  will  of 
Dr.  Green,  $550.85,  has  been  received  by  the  city  and  added 
to  the  Green  Library  fund.  Thirty  shares  of  the  stock  of  the 
Central  National  Bank,  Worcester,  have,  iinder  the  provisions  of 
another  trust  made  in  the  same  will,  been  passed  over  to  the  city, 
to  form  the  beginning  of  a  librarian  fund.  Under  the  provisions 
of  a  third  trust  in  Dr.  Green's  will,  there  will  come  to  the  city, 
after  the  death  of  an  aged  beneficiary,  eighteen  shares  of  bank 
stock  and  $210  deposited  in  the  Worcester  County  Institution  for 
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Savings  (if  the  inyestments  remain  unchanged),  to  be  added  to 
the  Green  Library  Fund.  That  fund  amounted,  Nov.  30,  1897, 
to  $48,001.01.  The  librarian  fund  amounted  at  the  same  date  to 
$4,844.85.  The  bank  stock  in  both  of  these  funds  is  held  at  par, 
although  its  market  value  is  much  higher. 

The  main  dependence  of  the  Free  Public  Library  for  support  is 
upon  an  annual  appropriation  made  by  the  city  council,  chiefly 
from  money  raised  by  taxation.  The  buqi  appropriated  the  first 
year  of  the  existence  of  the  library  was  $4,000.  The  library  had 
to  spend,  besides  that  amount,  $88.26  received  for  fines  and  col- 
lected in  other  ways.  Besides  these  sources  of  revenue,  it  now 
has  the  income  of  the  Green  Library  and  Reading-room  funds  and 
dog  license  money.  The  last-named  item  of  income  was  first 
received  in  1870,  when  it  amounted  to  $1,931.05.  It  has  been 
received  every  year  since,  and  amounted  last  year  to  $5,576.17. 
The  current  year  (1897-98)  it  amounts  to  $5,919.11.  The  city 
appropriation  for  last  year  was  $26,600 ;  this  year  it  is  $27,500. 
Last  year  the  income  from  the  Green  Library  fund,  applicable 
to  the  purchase  of  books,  was  $1,113.22,  and  that  from  the 
reading-room  fund,  $461.20.  There  was  also  received  from  fines, 
the  sale  of  catalogues  and  other  sources,  $891.47.  That  is  to 
say,  the  total  income  of  the  Free  Public  Library  for  the  year 
1896-97  was  $34,642.06.  Of  that  amount,  $13,016.83  was  spent 
for  books  and  periodicals;  $1,713.40  for  binding;  $14,632.02  for 
salaries  and  wages;  $2,766.92  for  repairs  and  additions,  furniture, 
fixtures  and  insurance ;  $1,926.13  for  fuel  and  lights ;  and  $1,434 
for  other  expenses. 

The  growth  in  the  size  and  use  of  the  library  has  been  steady 
and  large.  As  stated  above,  it  had  at  its  foundation  11,500 
volumes  in  its  two  departments,  the  Green  or  reference  library 
and  the  circulating  library.  A  third  department,  known  as  the 
intermediate  department,  has  since  been  established.  At  the  date 
of  the  last  annual  report  (Dec,  1, 1897),  the  number  of  books  was 
114,325,  divided  as  follows  among  the  three  divisions:  Green 
Library,  24,737;  intermediate  department,  36,274;  circulating  de- 
partment, 53,314.  The  library  to-day  (May  22,  1898)  probably 
contains  117,000  volumes.  The  use  of  the  library  during  the 
last  year  was  315,557  volumes.  This  number  does  not  include, 
of  course,  the  immense  use  of  magazines,  reviews  and  papers  in 
the  three  reading-rooms.  The  home  use  for  the  last  year  was 
210,045  volumes.  During  the  eight  months  covered  by  the  first 
report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  31,454  volumes  were  given  out 
for  home  use.     The  number  of  volumes  added  the  last  year  was 
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5,836.  Cards  can  be  had  for  taking  books  home  from  the  circa- 
lating  department  by  residents  of  Worcester  who  have  reached  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  and  by  younger  persons  in  the  discretion  of 
the  librarian.  The  latter,  however,  receive  cards  of  a  different 
color  from  those  given  to  older  persons,  and  attendants  are  in- 
stracted  to  take  unasnal  care  in  seeing  to  it  that  persons  using 
such  cards  get  books  suited  to  their  ages,  as  regards  quality  and 
comprehensibility.  Books  can  be  taken  home  from  the  interme- 
diate department  under  certain  restrictions.  In  accordance  with 
a  provision  in  the  deed  of  gift,  reiterated  in  the  will,  of  Dr. 
Green,  books  belonging  to  the  Green  Library  must  be  used  within 
the  library  building.  Every  facility  is  offered  for  their  use  under 
this  condition.  The  books  of  the  Worcester  District  Medical 
Society  are  kept  in  the  Free  Public  Library  building,  and  may  be 
consulted  on  the  same  easy  conditions  which  prevail  in  regard  to 
the  use  of  the  Green  Library,  and,  in  the  discretion  of  the  libra- 
rian of  the  Free  Public  Library,  may  be  taken  out  for  home  use. 
It  appears  from  the  last  printed  report  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
that  493  papers  and  other  periodicals  were  taken  by  the  library  in 
the  year  1896-97. 

The  Free  Public  Library  was  the  first  of  the  larger  free  public 
libraries  in  New  England  to  open  its  doors  to  visitors  on  Sunday. 
On  that  day  the  reading-rooms  and  the  library,  for  purposes  of 
reference,  are  open  as  stated  below,  from  2  to  9  p.m.  This  experi- 
ment began  in  1872.  Last  year  the  reading-rooms  were  used  by 
8,910  persons  on  Sunday.  On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1889,  the 
reading-rooms  and  library  were  opened  to  the  public,  for  purposes 
of  reference,  holidays  during  the  same  hours  as  on  secular  days 
generally.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  library  is  now  open  every 
day  in  the  year. 

The  first  building  of  its  own  occupied  by  the  library  was  put  up 
in  accordance  with  an  agreement  with  Dr.  Green,  and  opened  to 
the  public  Sept,  4,  1861.  It  cost  about  $30,000,  inclusive  of  the 
lot  of  land  on  which  it  stands.  The  size  and  use  of  the  library 
increased  so  much  that  a  new  building  had  to  be  erected.  A  lot 
adjoining  that  of  the  older  building  was  bought,  and  a  new  build- 
ing, which  is  used  in  connection  with  the  older,  was  put  upon  it. 
The  new  building  was  opened  April  1,  1891.  Its  cost,  inclusive 
of  land  and  furniture,  was  about  $143,000.  This  building  has, 
among  other  rooms,  a  lecture  hall,  art  galleries  and  a  closet  for  the 
development  of  photographs. 

The  circulating  department  of  the  library  is  open  for  the  delivery 
and   return  of  books   every  week-day,  excepting  holidays,  from 
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9  A.M.  to  8  P.M. ;  Saturday,  open  until  9  p.m.  The  library,  for 
purposes  of  reference  and  for  the  use  of  magazines,  etc.,  is  open 
every  day  in  the  year,  excepting  Sundays,  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  ; 
the  reading-room  for  newspapers  is  open  from  8  a.m.  to  9.80  p.m. 
Sunday,  both  reading-rooms  in  the  new  building  are  open  from 
2  to  9  P.M. ;  also  the  library  for  purposes  of  reference  and  for  the 
use  of  magazines,  etc. 

The  librarians  of  the  Free  Public  Library  have  been :  Zephaniah 
Baker,  Feb.  17,  1860,  to  Jan.  14,  1871 ;   Samuel  Swett  Green, 

Jan.  15,  1871,  to .     Miss  Lucy  A.  Young  and  Miss  Jessie  E. 

Tyler  are,  under  the  librarian,  the  heads  of  the  reference  and  cir- 
culating departments,  respectively,  and  have  held  those  positions 
for  many  years.  The  former  presidents  of  the  board  of  directors 
have  been  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Bullock,  Hon.  William  W.  Rice, 
Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar,  Hon.  Thomas  L. 
Nelson,  Hon.  Peter  C.  Bacon,  J.  Evarts  Greene,  Rev.  Dr.  Wil- 
liam R.  Huntington,  Hon.  Francis  H.  Dewey,  Hon.  Francis  A. 
Gaskill,  E.  Harlow  Russell,  A.  George  Bullock,  Hon.  Edwin  T* 
Marble,  Burton  W.  Potter,  Waldo  Lincoln,  Edward  I.  Comins 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Almon  Gunnison.  Dr.  Gunnison  was  chosen  pres- 
ident for  the  year  beginning  Jan.  1,  1895,  and  has  remained 
president  since  that  dale. 

The  Free  Public  Library  has  eight  delivery  stations.  They  were 
opened  May  14,  1898,  and  are  situated  at  New  Worcester,  South 
Worcester,  Quinsigamond,  Grafton  Square,  Lake  View,  Belmont 
Street,  Greendale  and  Tatnuck.  The  Free  Public  Library  has 
become  one  of  the  large  libraries  of  the  country,  and  is  regarded 
as  an  excellent  example  of  a  library  conducted  as  a  great  educa- 
tional institution  for  the  people.  During  the  last  twenty-seven 
years  it  has  built  up  an  immense  popular  use  of  its  books  for 
purposes  of  reference,  and  has  done  this  mainly  by  letting  it  be 
known  that  it  regarded  itself  as  a  bureau  of  information,  and  by 
establishing  sympathetic  and  pleasant  relations  with  inquirers  and 
students.  This  library  was  a  pioneer  in  bringing  about  close  rela- 
tions between  libraries  and  schools,  and  its  work  in  this  direction 
has  inspired  emulation  everywhere  throughout  the  United  States. 
A  wagon  belonging  to  the  school  department  visits  regularly 
every  one  of  the  fifty  school-houses  belonging  to  the  city,  to  carry 
books  from  the  library  and  bring  back  such  volumes  as  are  ready 
to  be  returned.  During  the  school  year  covered  by  the  last 
report  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  1,782  volumes  belonging  to  the 
library  were  on  the  average  in  use  by  teachers,  and  in  school-rooms 
and  homes  under  the  supervision  of  teachers,  by  scholars  every  day 
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that  the  schools  were  open.  There  is  a  large  ase  here  of  industrial 
books  taken  from  the  library.  This  library  was  also  a  pioneer  in 
making  great  use  of  photographs  and  other  kinds  of  pictures  in 
supplementing  instruction  given  by  books.* 

Population,  1895,  98,767;  valuation,  $98,488,391;  volumes, 
1898,  117,000;  circulation,  315,557. 

WOBTHIKOTON. 

The  Worthington  Free  Library  was  established  in  1884  by  vol- 
untary contributions,  and  has  since  been  so  sustained,  with  the 
exception  of  receiving  from  the  town  the  dog  tax  for  one  year, 
about  $100.  The  library  has  no  building  of  its  own.  It  occupied 
for  many  years  a  room  over  a  store,  provided  free  of  rent,  and 
carpeted  and  furnished  by  the  ladies  of  Worthington.  But  the  town 
has  recently  given  it  the  use  of  a  room  in  its  central  public  school 
building,  which  has  been  handsomely  fitted  up  by  the  association. 
This  room,  about  twenty  feet  square,  is  tastefully  furnished  with 
book-cases,  tables  and  all  needed  requirements  to  make  it  attractive 
and  convenient  for  its  purpose.  The  leading  magazines  are  taken. 
The  library  is  open  every  Saturday  from  3  to  6  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon and  from  7  to  9  in  the  evening. 

Two  years  ago  the  young  ladies  of  the  association,  to  whose  in- 
terest  and  efficiency,  from  its  conception,  its  success  is  mainly  due, 
inaugurated  the  effort  to  create  a  permanent  fund  for  its  support. 
By  donations  and  public  entertainments  this  fund  has  already 
reached  the  sum  of  $800,  and  the  full  contemplated  amount  will 
doubtless  soon  be  raised.  This  realized,  the  needful  current  ex- 
penses will  be  provided  and  something  over  each  year  to  extend 
its  usefulness. 

The  present  officers  of  the  association  are :  President,  William 
A.  Rice ;  secretary.  Miss  N.  S.  Heaeock ;  treasurer.  Miss  M.  Fay 
Stone;  librarian.  Miss  K.  McD.  Rice;  assistant  librarian,  Miss 
Bessie  Gurney. 

Population,  1895,  648;  valuation,  $302,171;  volumes,  1898, 
1,235;  circulation,  996. 

WBENTHAM. 

The  free  library  in  Wrentham  was  opened  to  the  public  Aug. 
17, 1892,  having  upon  its  shelves  $100  worth  of  volumes  presented 
by  the  Free  Public  Library  Commission  under  provisions  of  chap- 
ter 347  of  the  Acts  of  1890.  The  library  also  includes  the  collec- 
tions of  the  Wrentham   Book  Club,  the  Mite  Society  and   the 

*  ThiB  sketch  wm  famished  by  the  UbnurUn. 
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Sheldonville  Library  Association.  It  is  free  to  all  inhabitants 
over  twelve  years  of  age.  The  town  appropriates  for  its  support 
$500  annually,  and  it  has  a  permanent  fund  of  $5,000,  the  gift  of 
the  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiah  J.  Fiske,  the  interest  of  which  is  annually 
available  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals.  The  same 
benefactors,  Miss  Elizabeth  S.  Fiske,  Miss  Charlotte  Fiske,  George 
S.  Fiske  and  Mrs.  Esther  Hammond,  the  surviving  children  and 
grandchildren  of  Hon.  Josiah  J.  Fiske,  erected  to  his  memoiy, 
and  presented  to  the  town  in  1896,  a  library  building  of  brick, 
having  a  capacity  of  18,000  volumes.  It  cost  about  $15,000. 
The  sum  of  $500  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals  was 
added  to  this  generous  benefaction  by  the  same  donors.  The 
library  is  open  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  and 
5.45  to  8  P.M.  A  catalogue  is  now  being  printed.  The  cost  of 
administration  is  about  $400.  Branches  are  supported  at  Plain- 
ville  and  Sheldonville.  The  trustees,  elected  by  the  town,  are  six 
in  number :  William  M.  Proctor,  Dr.  Joseph  F.  Jenckes,  William 
C.  AveriU,  Rev.  John  L.  Crane,  Albert  W.  Burton  and  Harland 
G.  Bacon.     Mary  A.  Smith  is  librarian. 

Population,  1895,  2,584 ;  valuation,  $1,521,705 ;  volumes,  1898, 
3,000;  circulation,  12,400. 

YARMOUTH. 

A  Union  Library  was  established  in  Yarmouth  in  1808,  by  Dr. 
Calvin  Tilden  and  others.  Other  efforts  in  the  same  direction 
followed,  and  in  1866  the  Yarmouth  Library  Association  was  in- 
corporated under  the  general  laws,  with  the  Hon.  Charles  F.  Swift 
as  president.  In  1871  the  property  of  the  association  was  deeded 
to  nine  trustees,  who  fill  all  vacancies  in  their  number.  The  town 
makes  no  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  library  and  has 
no  voice  in  its  management.  Isaac  Thacher,  a  prominent  mer- 
chant of  Boston,  contributed  $1,500  during  his  lifetime,  and  in 
1880  left  by  his  will  $5,000  more,  which  placed  it  on  a  safe  and 
permanent  basis.  The  late  Amos  Otis  bequeathed  a  valuable  col- 
lection of  historical  works,  together  with  a  safe  and  $300  in  money 
to  provide  for  their  preservation.  In  December,  1870,  Mr.  Nathan 
Matthews  of  Boston,  a  native  of  the  town,  erected  a  handsome 
brick  library  building,  at  an  expense  of  about  $7,000,  and  gave  it 
to  the  association,  upon  condition  that  the  library  should  be  free 
to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  He  also  gives  annually  the 
income  of  $5,000,  amounting  to  $200,  toward  the  maintenance 
of  the  library.  The  land  upon  which  the  building  stands  was 
given  by  Henry  C.  Thacher.     The  late  Mrs.  Ellen  B.  Eldridge  also 
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gave  the  library  91,000.  The  library  contains  a  file  of  nearly 
50  bound  volumes  of  the  local  paper,  the  *<  Yarmouth  Register. 
It  is  open  on  Wednesday  from  3  to  5,  and  on  Saturday  from  3 
to  8.30  P.M.  A  printed  catalogue  was  issued  in  1889.  The 
present  trustees  are:  the  Rev.  William  H.  Mayhew,  president; 
Dr.  Thomas  B.  Pulsifer,  Henry  C.  Thacher,  Hon.  Charles  F. 
Swift,  William  P.  Davis,  Thomas  Matthews,  Judge  Prederick  C. 
Swift  and  the  Rev.  John  J.  Walker.  Mrs.  Lydia  C.  Matthews  is 
librarian. 

Population,  1895, 1,655 ;  valuation,  $2,250,527 ;  volumes,  1898, 
4,600;  circulation,  4,000. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


GENERAL  LIBRARY  LEGISLATION 


OF 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


In  order  to  show  the  evolation  of  libraries  in  MaBsachusetts  as 
it  can  be  traced  in  the  laws  from  time  to  time  enacted,  a  collection 
of  snch  general  legislation  as  relates  to  the  formation  and  manage- 
ment of  social,  law,  school  district  and  free  public  libraries  has 
been  arranged  in  chronological  order. 


1798. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  Proprietors  of  Social  Libraries  to  msnafire  the 

Same. 

[Chapter  46,  Laws  of  1708;  repealed  by  the  Aet  of  March  8, 1808.] 

Section  1.  Be  it  enaetsd  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepreaerUaHvet,  in  General 
Court  Aesembled,  and  6y  the  authority  of  the  tame.  That  any  seTon  or  more  persons 
capable  of  contracting,  in  any  towns  or  districts  in  this  Commonwealth,  who  haTe 
or  shall  become  Proprietors  in  common  of  any  Library,  may  form  themselyes  into 
a  Society  or  Body  Politic  for  the  express  purposes  of  holding,  Increasing,  presenr- 
ing,  and  using  snch  Library  and  to  that  end  any  fire  or  more  of  them,  may  apply 
in  writing  by  them  signed,  to  any  Jastice  of  the  Peace,  within  the  county  wherein 
the  same  town  or  district  may  be,  stating  the  purposes  of  their  meeting,  and 
requesting  him  to  issue  his  warrant  for  calling  a  meeting  of  the  said  proprietors, 
which  Justice  may  grant  his  warrant  to  some  one  of  them,  directing  him  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  said  proprietors,  at  the  time  and  place,  and  for  the  purposes  in  snch 
warrant  expressed ;  which  proprietors  shall  notify  such  meeting  by  posting  up  the 
substance  of  said  warrant  in  some  public  place  in  the  said  town  or  district  where 
the  said  Library  shall  be  kept,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  said  meeting. 

Sbct.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  seven  or  more  of  the  proprietors  of  such 
Library,  met  in  pursuance  of  such  notice,  shall  have  power  to  choose  a  Moderator, 
Clerk,  Librarian,  Collector,  Treasurer  and  other  necessary  officers  and  committees ; 
which  clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faicbfhl  and  impartial  performance  of  his  duties ; 
and  the  said  proprietors  when  so  incorporated,  shall  have  power  to  raise  such 
monies  by  assessments  on  the  several  shares  in  snch  Library  as  they  may  judge 
necessary  for  preserving  and  increasing  the  same,  and  for  the  management  [of]  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation ;  to  make  by-laws  for  the  due  regulation  of  its  concerns, 
not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  annex 
and  recover  penalties  for  any  breach  of  such  by-laws,  not  exceeding  three  dollars 
for  any  one  breach  thereof. 
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Sect.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  proprieton  of  any  such  Library,  so 
Incorporated,  sball  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 

Social  Library,  in  the  town  of ,  and  by  that  name  shall  sne  and  be  sned, 

prosecate  and  defend,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  all  actions  and  processes  in  law; 
and  when  there  shall  be  more  than  one,  snch  Library,  in  any  town  or  district,  the 
proprietors  thereof  shall  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  "  The  Proprietors  of 
the  second,  third,  fourth,  etc.  (as  the  case  may  be)  Social  Library  in  the  town 
of ". 

Sect.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  when  any  snch  meeting  shall  be  dis- 
solved, the  proprietors  may  again  incorporate  themselves  and  proceed  in  all  respects 
as  aforesaid ;  and  in  any  meetings  of  snch  proprietors,  there  shall  be  allowed  one 
Tote  for  each  share.  And  the  proprietors  of  any  snch  Library,  shall  bare  power  to 
hold  to  them,  their  successors  and  assigns,  real  or  personal  estate,  to  the  amount  of 
flye  hundred  dollars  over  and  above  the  value  of  their  books,  and  shall  have  power 
at  any  regular  meeting,  to  fix  the  mode  and  manner  of  calling  future  meetings. 
[Paeeed  March  3, 1798.] 

1806. 

An  Act  to  enable  the  Proprietore  of  Social  Libraries  to  manage  tbe 

Same. 

[Paraed  March  8, 1806;  repealed  by  chapter  146  of  the  ReTtsed  Statutes.] 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniaiives,  in  General 
Court  aseembledf  and  hy  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  any  seven  or  more  persons, 
capable  of  contracting,  in  any  town  or  district  in  this  Commonwealth,  who  shall 
become  proprietors  in  common  of  any  library,  may  form  themselves  into  a  sode^ 
or  body  politic,  for  the  express  purposes  of  holding,  increasing,  preserving  and 
using  such  library ;  and  to  that  end,  any  five  or  more  of  them,  may  by  an  application 
in  writing,  by  them  signed,  to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  the  same  county 
wherein  the  said  town  or  district  may  be,  stating  the  purposes  of  their  meeting,  and 
requesting  him  to  issue  his  warrant  for  calling  a  meeting  of  the  said  proprietors ; 
and  the  said  Justice  may  grant  his  warrant  to  one  of  them,  directing  him  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  said  proprietors,  at  the  time  and  place,  and  for  the  purposes  expressed 
in  such  warrant ;  and  said  meeting  shall  be  called  by  posting  up  the  purport  of  said 
warrant  in  some  public  place  in  the  said  town  or  district,  where  the  said  library 
shall  be  kept,  seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  said  meeting :  And  the  propri- 
etors  being  thus  met  and  organized,  they  may  then  agree  and  determine  upon  a 
method  of  calling  future  meetings :  And  in  all  cases,  votes  shall  be  determined  by 
counting  and  allowing  one  vote  to  each  share :  And  the  proprietors  of  any  such 
library,  shall  have  power  to  possess  and  hold,  to  them,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
real  or  personal  estate,  to  any  amount,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  over 
and  above  the  value  of  their  books. 

Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  encuited,  That  any  seven  or  more  of  the  proprietors  of  such 
library,  met  in  pursuance  of  such  notice,  shall  have  power  to  choose  a  moderator, 
clerk,  librarian,  collector,  treasurer,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may  find  neces- 
sary :  And  the  clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties ;  and 
the  treasurer  shaU  give  bond,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  faithfully  to  account 
for  all  monies  he  may  receive  by  virtue  of  this  act:  And  the  said  proprietors,  when 
BO  incorporated  and  organized,  shall  have  power  to  raise  monies  by  assessments  on 
the  several  shares  in  such  library,  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  preserving  and 
increasing  the  same ;  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  due  regulation  of  the  concerns  of  the 
said  corporation,  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  to  annex  and  recover  penalties  for  any  breach  of  such  bye-laws,  not  exceeding 
three  dollars  for  any  one  breach  thereof. 

Sect.  S.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  proprietors  of  any  such  library,  so 
incorporated,  shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Social 
Library  in  the  town  of  ,  and  by  that  name  shall  sue  and  be  sued,  proeecote 
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and  defend,  plead  and  be  Impleaded,  In  all  actions  and  prooeases  in  law ;  and  when 
there  shall  be  more  than  one  snch  library  in  any  town  or  district,  the  proprietors 
thereof  shall  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  proprietors  of  the  second, 

third,  fonrth,  etc.,  (as  the  case  may  be),  Social  Library,  in  the  town  of . 

Sect.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  an  act  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  entitled,  *'  an  act  to 
enable  the  proprietors  of  social  libraries  to  manage  the  same,*'  be,  and  hereby  Is 
repealed :  Provided,  neyertheless,  that  with  regard  to  all  suits  and  causes  of  suits,  and 
all  rights  existing  under,  and  by  force  of  said  act,  it  shall  be  considered  as  in  full  force. 
[Pae$ed  March  8, 1806.] 

1815. 

An  Act  autborlzinsr  the  Establishment  of  Law  Libraries. 

[Chapter  177,  Laws  of  1816.] 

Sbotion  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bottee  of  Representaiivee  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  in  every  county  within  this 
Commonwealth,  wherein  there  shall  reside  five  or  more  attorneys  at  law  regularly 
admitted  and  sworn  to  practice  before  the  Circuit  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  five  or  more  of  them  to  make  application  in  writing  to  any  Justioe 
of  the  Peace  within  and  for  said  county,  requesting  him  to  issue  his  warrant  for 
calling  a  meeting  of  the  practitioners  at  law  within  the  same  county  to  meet  at  some 
certain  time  and  place  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  establishment  of  a  Law 
Library ;  and  such  Justioe  shall  thereupon  issue  a  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
directed  to  some  practitioner  at  law  residing  within  the  shire  town  of  said  county, 
rci^uiring  him  to  notify  the  other  members  of  the  bar  residing  therein,  either  person- 
ally or  by  written  notification  posted  up  at  some  conspicuous  place  in  the  Court- 
Honse  in  said  county,  at  least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  meeting  as  mentioned 
in  said  warrant,  which  meeting  shall  be  holden,  at  the  next  succeeding  term  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Common  Pleas  In  said  county  on  some  day  subsequent  to  the  second 
day  lh>m  the  commencement  of  its  session ;  and  the  person  to  whom  such  warrant 
is  directed  shall  serve  the  same  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  and  make  return  thereof 
under  his  hand  to  the  Justice  who  issued  the  same,  or  to  some  other  Justice  of  the 
Peace  within  and  for  said  county,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  said  meeting 
in  the  choice  of  a  clerk,  a  treasurer  and  libnuian,  each  of  whom  shall  thereupon  be 
sworn  by  the  presiding  officer,  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  respective  duties 
and  to  hold  thehr  offices  during  the  pleasure  of  the  association ;  and  the  said  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  so  notified  and  met,  to  the  number  of  five  or  more,  shall  at  their  first 
meeting  prescribe  the  mode  of  calling  future  meetings  of  said  association,  and  estab- 
lish such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  found  necessary  firom  time  to  time,  to 
carry  the  purposes  of  this  act  into  effect,  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth ;  and  at  all  fature  meetings  the  oldest  member  of  the  bar 
residing  within  said  county,  who  is  present,  shall  preside. 

Sbot.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  which  by  law  is 
now  paid  into  the  county  treasury,  on  the  admission  of  all  practitioners  at  the  bar  of 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  shall  hereafter  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  every 
law  library  association  In  any  county  in  this  Commonwealth  that  shall  be  fohned 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  which  treasurer  shall  give  his  receipt  therefor  to  the  person 
paying  the  same,  which  sum  so  paid,  as  duty  or  excise  as  aforesaid,  together  with 
all  bequests  and  donations  made  thereto,  shall  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  said 
association,  to  form  a  law  library,  for  the  use  of  said  county,  under  snch  reasonable 
regulations  as  the  said  association  may  appoint.  And  the  clerk  of  said  association 
shall  keep  an  exact  record  of  all  the  proceedings  thereof,  and  the  said  treasurer  shall 
keep  an  exact  account  of  all  monies,  donations,  and  bequests  belonging  to  said  asso- 
datioD,  which  account  he  shall  be  holden  annually  to  settle  under  oath  with  the 
association,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  prescribe ;  and  the  librarian,  as  well  as  the 
treasnrer  and  clerk,  shall  be  answerable  in  an  action  of  the  case  for  all  malfeasance 
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or  misfeasance  in  their  respectiTe  offices  to  the  aModation  aforesaid,  by  the  name  of 
**  The  Law  Library  Association,"  for  the  oonnty  within  which  it  is  fonned :  Pn>- 
videdy  however,  that  the  Law  Library  aforesaid  shall  be  kept  in  a  shhre  town  within 
the  oonnty. 

Sbot.  3.  Be  itjuriher  enaeted^  That  the  act  passed  on  the  twenty-serenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  payment  of  twen^  dollars  into  the  county  treasury  by  per- 
sons admitted  to  practice  law  before  the  Circuit  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  as  it 
relates  to  the  counties  in  this  Commonwealth,  in  which  law  library  associations  are, 
or  shall  be  formed,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  as  to  the  receipt  to  be  glTen  by  the 
county  treasurer  therefor,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed.  [Apprmed  hy  the 
Oovemor,  March  2^  1815*] 

1823. 

An  Act  respeotinfir  Law  Libraries. 
[Chapter  61,  Laws  of  1828.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  RepreaentatweSf  in  Oeneral  Ocmrt  aseem- 
hledf  and  by  the  authority  of  the  eamet  That  the  ezdse  paid  by  Attorneys,  on  their 
admission  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  hereafter  be  paid  and  appropriated 
in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  the  excise  now  paid  by  Attorneys  on  their  admis- 
sion to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  is  paid  and  appropriated,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.    [Approved  by  the  Governor f  Jan.  30, 1823.] 

1825. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled,  '*  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act 
entitled,  an  Act  to  enable  the  Proprietors  of  Social  Libraries  to 
manafirs  the  Same." 

[Chapter  06,  Laws  of  1826;  repealed  by  chapter  146  of  the  Berlaed  Statutes.] 

Sbotion  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Botae  of  Representativee  in  General 
Court  oMembled^  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  any  seyen  settled  and  or- 
dained Ministers  of  the  Oospel,  within  this  Commonwealth,  who  shall  become  proprie- 
tors in  common  of  any  Theological  Library,  may  form  themselves  into  a  society  or 

body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Theological  Society  in  the  town  of ,  for  the 

express  purpose  of  holding,  increasing,  preserving  and  using  such  Library :  and  shall 
have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  requirements 
contained  in  an  Act  passed  the  eighth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six,  entitled  **  an  Act  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  Social 
Libraries  to  manage  the  same;  "  and  to  this  end,  auy  five  of  them  may  make  appli- 
cation to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  the  county  in  which  the  library  is  to  be 
kept,  stating  the  purposes  of  their  meeting,  and  requesting  him  to  call  a  meeting  of 
said  proprietors ;  and  the  said  Justice  may  thereupon  grant  his  warrant  to  any  one 
of  them,  directing  him  to  call  such  meeting  accordingly.  And  said  meeting  shall  be 
called  by  posdng  up  the  purport  of  said  warrant  in  such  public  places  in  said  county 
as  said  Justice  shall  order,  and  the  proprietors,  thus  met  and  organized,  may  then 
agree  upon  the  method  of  calling  future  meetings.  [Approved  by  Ueut.'Govemor, 
Feb.  12,  1825.] 

1829. 

An  Act  in  ftirther  addition  to  an  Act  entitled,  "an  Act  to  enable 
Proprietors  of  Social  Libraries  to  manage  the  Same." 

[Chapter  138,  Laws  of  1829.] 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentativea  in  General 
Court  cusembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  aa$ne.  That  any  twenty  or  more  persons 
in  any  town  or  county  within  this  Commonwealth,  who  shall,  by  writing,  associate 
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themselTes  for  the  purpose  of  mntoal  hnprovemeDt  and  for  raising  the  standard  of 
common  education,  may  become  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Lyceum  of  the 

town  of  ,  or  the  county  of ,  (as  the  case  may  be),  by  obsenring  and 

pursuing  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  in  regard  to  forming 
Proprietors  of  Libraries  into  bodies  politic,  and  being  so  formed  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  powers  and  capabilities  to  which  the  Proprietors  of  said  Libraries  are  entitled 
by  that  Act;  and  such  Lyceum  shall  have  the  further  power  to  possess  and  hold  to 
them,  their  successors,  and  assigns,  real  and  personal  estate  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

Sbot.  2.  Be  U  further  enacted,  That  this  Act  may  be  altered  or  repealed,  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Legislature.    [Approved  hy  the  Governor ,  March  4, 1829-] 

1836. 

Social  Libraries. 
[Raviied  SUtatM,  1880,  chapter  41.] 

Sbotion  1.  Any  seyen  or  more  proprietors  of  a  library  may  form  themselves 
into  a  corporation,  under  such  corporate  name  as  they  shall  adopt,  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving,  enlarging,  and  using  such  library ;  and  for  that  purpose,  any  justice 
of  the  peace  may,  on  the  application  of  five  or  more  such  proprietors,  issue  his 
warrant  to  one  of  them,  directing  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  at  the 
time  and  place  and  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  warrant;  and  said  meeting 
shall  be  called,  by  posting  up  the  substance  of  the  warrant  in  some  public  place,  in 
the  town  where  the  said  library  is  kept,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  the 
meeting. 

Sbot.  2.  Any  seven  or  more  of  the  proprietors  of  such  library,  met  in  pursuance 
of  such  notice,  may  choose  a  president,  a  clerk,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty,  a  librarian,  collector,  treasurer,  and  such  other  officers  as 
they  may  find  necessary ;  and  they  may  also  determine  upon  the  mode  of  calling 
future  meetings. 

Sect.  3.  When  such  proprietors  shall  be  organised  as  a  corporation.  In  the 
manner  before  provided,  they  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  privileges,  and  be 
sutject  to  all  the  duties  and  liabilities,  of  a  corporation  organized  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  forty-fourth  chapter,  so  far  as  the  said  provisions  shall  be  appli- 
cable in  such  case,  and  not  inconsistent  with  this  chapter. 

8bot.  4.  The  treasurer  shall  give  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  proprietors,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Sbot.  5.  The  said  proprietors  may  raise  such  money,  by  assessments  on  the 
sereral  shares,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  preserving,  enlarg- 
ing and  using  the  library;  and  the  shares  may  be  transferred  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  forty-fourth  chapter. 

Sect.  6.  The  said  proprietors  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate,  to  any  amount 
not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  value  of  their  books. 


1837. 

An  Act  authorizlngr  School  Districts  to  establish  Libraries  for  the 

Use  of  Oommon  Schools. 

[Chapter  U7,  Aets  of  1887;  repealed  by  chapter  81,  Acte  of  1840.] 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the   Senate  and   Houee  of  RepreseniaHvet,  in  General  Court 
aseembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  eame,  aa  follows : 

Sbctiok  1.  Each  legally  constituted  school  district  in  this  Commonwealth,  is 
hereby  authorized  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining 
a  oommon  school  library  and  apparatus  for  the  use  of  the  children  therein,  under 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  said  district  may  adopt:  provided^  that  no  greater 
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Bum  than  thirty  dollars  the  first  year,  or  ten  dollars  In  anj  snbseqaent  year,  shall 
be  expended  for  the  purpoee  aforesaid. 

Sbot.  2.  Any  sum  of  money,  raised  by  Tirtae  of  this  act  at  a  meeting  called  for 
the  purpose,  shall  be  assessed,  collected  and  paid  orer  as  other  sdiool  district  taxes 
are.     [Approved  fty  the  G<nemor,  April  12, 1837.] 

1842. 

An  Act  In  relation  to  Law  Library  Asaociationa. 

[Ohapter  04,  Acts  of  1842.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of  Repreaentativei,  in  General    Court 
aeeembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  at  followt : 

Sbotion  1.  The  counsellors  and  attorneys  at  law,  daly  admitted  to  practtoe  in 
the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth,  resident  in  the  several  counties  thersof,  except 
Suffolk,  are  hereby  constituted  corporations  within  their  respectire  counties,  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  and  managing  the  law  libraries  belonging  to  said  counties,  by 
the  name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  the  county  in  which  it  is  formed,  and 
may  adopt  by-laws  for  that  purpose :  provided,  the  same  shall  be  approved  by  the 
justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas ;  and  the  officers  of  such  associations  shall  be 
a  derk,  treasurer  and  librarian,  whose  duties  shall  be  defined  by  the  by-laws,  which 
shall  be  adopted  and  approved  as  aforesaid. 

SsoT.  2.  The  clerks  of  the  several  courts  shall,  within  sixty  days  after  this  law 
shall  take  eflTect,  call  and  notify  the  first  meeting  of  the  corporations  in  their  respec- 
tive counties,  by  posting  up  notifications  thereof  in  some  conspicuous  place  in  the 
court-house  of  such  county,  to  be  held  during  the  term  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  which  shall  be  held  next  after  ten  days  fh>m  the  time  of  posting  up  such 
notification,  at  which  meetings  said  clerks  shall  preside  until  a  clerk  of  such  associa- 
tion shall  be  chosen :  provided,  that  any  inhabitant  of  the  county  shall  have  the 
right  to  use  the  books  in  said  library,  sul^ct  to  such  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  associations,  with  the  approval  of  the  court  of  common  pleas. 

Sbot.  8.  This  act  may  be  altered,  amended  or  repealed  by  any  future  legislature 
of  this  Commonwealth.     [Approved  by  the  Oovemor,  March  3, 1842.] 

Beaolve  ooncernlnff  School  Distrlot  liibraries. 

[Besolvei  of  1842,  chapter  74;  amended  by  chapter  88,  Reeolves  of  1844;  repealed  by  chapter 

M,  Reeolvee  of  1880.] 

Reeolved,  That  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars,  to  be  taken  from  the  school  funds,  be. 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  every  school  district  in  the  Commonwealth, 
to  be  expended  in  books  for  a  school  district  library ;  and  that  the  treasurer  pay 
said  sum  for  said  purpose  to  the  order  of  the  mayor  of  every  city  and  the  selectmen 
of  every  town,  for  each  and  every  school  disorict  within  the  same  which  shall  have 
produced  evidence  of  having  raised  and  appropriated  fifteen  dollars  or  more  for  the 
same  ol^ect.    [Approved  by  the  Oovemor,  March  3, 1842.] 


1843. 

Beaolves   in   addition   to   a  Resolve   conceminfir   School   District 

Libraries. 

[Beeolvee  of  1848,  chapter  6;  amended  by  chapter  88  of  the  ReaoWea  of  1844.] 

Reeolved,  That  the  provisions  of  the  Resolve  of  March  thhrd,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-two,  concerning  school  district  libraries,  be,  and  the  same  are  herein 
extended  to  every  dty  and  town  in  the  Commonwealth,  not  heretofore  divided  into 
school  districts,  in  such  manner  as  to  give  as  many  times  fifteen  dollars  to  every 
such  dty  or  town  as  the  number  sixty  is  contained,  exclusive  of  fractions,  in  the 
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nnmber  of  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen  years  in  said  city  or  town ; 
provided^  eyidence  be  produced  to  the  treasurer,  in  behalf  of  said  dty  or  town,  of 
its  baying  raised  and  appropriated,  for  the  establishment  of  libraries,  a  snm  equal 
to  that  which,  by  the  provision  of  this  Resolve,  it  is  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
school  ftind. 

Rsiolved,  That  the  treasurer  be  instructed,  under  the  advice  and  direction  of  the 
Governor  and  Council,  to  make  sales,  from  time  to  time,  of  notes  of  hand,  bank 
stock,  and  other  securities  belonging  to  the  school  fund,  to  such  amount  as  shall 
enable  him  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Resolve,  and  with  those  of 
the  Resolve  of  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  concerning  school  dis- 
trict libraries.    [Approved  by  the  Oovemor,  March  7, 1843.] 

XcMnka 

▲n  Act  in  addition  to  "An  Act  in  relation  to  Law  Library  Abbo- 

ciationB. " 

[Chapter  167,  AeU  of  1844.] 

Be  it  enaeUd  hy  the   Senate  and   Bouae  of  Bepreaentativee  in  General    Court 

aeeembledf  and  by  authority  of  the  eame : 

Sbction  I.  The  counsellors  and  attomeys-at-law,  duly  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  courts  of  this  Commonwealth,  resident  in  either  of  the  counties,  who  have 
omitted  to  organise  a  Law  Library  Association  in  their  respective  counties,  within 
the  time,  and  pursuant  to  the  provisions,  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  in  addition,  are 
hereby  authorized  to  organize  themselves  in  their  counties  respectively,  into  an  asso- 
ciation by  the  name  of  the  Law  Library  Association,  for  such  county,  under  the 
like  provisions,  and  with  the  same  rights,  powers  and  duties,  as  if  the  said  associa- 
tion had  been  organized  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  in 
addition,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two :  and  said  association,  when  so  organized,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  be  a  corporation,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  subject  to  all  the  provisions 
applicable  to  Law  Library  Associations,  created  under  and  pursuant  to  the  act  afore- 
said :  provided^  howeverf  this  act  shall  have  no  effect  upon  any  association  which 
shall  not  become  organized  within  ninety  days  from  the  passing  hereof. 

Sbot.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.  [Approved  by  the 
Governor^  March  16, 1844.] 

BeBolve  conoerninfir  School  LibrarioB. 

[OhapUr  68,  RmoIvm  of  1844.] 

Resolved^  That  the  provisions  of  the  resolve  of  March  the  third,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  and  the  resolve  of  March  the  seventh,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
extended  to  every  school  district  of  every  town  in  the  Commonwealth.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  lit  1844.] 

1845. 

BeBOlveB  in  addition  to  the  BeeolveB  concerning  School  DiBtrict 

Librariee. 

[Chapter  113,  B«eolvM  of  1848.] 

Resolved,  That  the  provisions  of  the  resolve  of  March  third,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two,  be  extended  to  the  Latin  School,  English  High  School,  and 
Grammar  and  Writing  Schools  of  the  dty  of  Boston,  in  such  manner  as  to  give  as 
many  times  fifteen  dollars  towards  a  purchase  of  a  library,  or  libraries  ft>r  said 
schools,  as  the  number  sixty  is  contained,  exclusive  of  fractions,  in  the  number  of 
children  belonging  to  said  schools  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  sixteen  years,  said 
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namber  to  be  estimated  by  the  mayor  of  said  dXj :  provided,  the  said  mayor  ahaU 
oertifyi  to  the  treasarer  of  the  Commonwealth,  that  an  equal  8nm  of  money  has  been 
railed  and  appropriated,  sabseqnent  to  the  flnt  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one 
thoasand  eight  hundred  and  forty-fiye,  for  the  same  purpose. 

Besolved,  That  the  proTisions  of  the  preceding  resolve,  and  of  the  resolTes  to 
which  it  is  in  addition,  be  extended  to  the  primary  and  intermediate  schools  of  the 
dty  of  Boston,  in  such  manner  as  to  gire  as  many  times  fifteen  dollars  f6r  the  pur- 
chase of  a  library,  or  libraries,  for  said  schools,  as  the  number  sixty  is  contained, 
exduslye  of  fractions,  in  the  number  of  children  belonging  to  said  sdiools  between 
the  ages  of  four  and  seren  years,  said  number  to  be  estimated  as  in  the  preceding 
resolve  is  provided,  when  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Comm<»i- 
wealth,  by  a  certificate  of  the  mayor  of  said  city,  that  an  equal  sum  has  been  raised 
and  appropriated,  subsequent  to  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  for  the  same  purpose. 

lUsolvedf  That  the  apportionment,  or  distribution  of  the  books,  purchased  as  above 
provided  for,  shall  be  determined  by  the  school  committee  of  the  dty  of  Boston. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolves  shall  take  effect  fh>m  and  after  their  passage.  [Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  March  25, 184oJ] 

1849. 

An  Act  relatlnGT  to  Bcliool  Libraries  and  School  Apparatus. 

[Chapter  81,  AcU  of  1849.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court  assem- 
bled, and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows : 

Sbction  1.  The  inhabitants  of  any  school  district,  in  any  dty  or  town,  and  of 
any  dty  or  town  not  divided  into  school  districts,  in  this  Commonwealth,  may,  at 
any  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  libraries,  and 
necessary  school  apparatus,  in  the  same  manner  as  school  districts  may  now  raise 
money  for  erecting  and  repairing  school  houses  in  their  respective  districts. 

Sbot.  2.  The  one  hundred  and  forty-seventh  chapter  of  the  statutes  passed  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  is  hereby  repealed.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  April  5, 1649 J] 

1850. 

Repeal  of  State  Appropriation  for  Sobool  District  Libraries. 

[Chapter  M,  ResolTes  of  I860.] 

Resolved,  So  much  of  the  resolre  of  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-two,  as  appropriated  to  every  school  district  in  the  Commonwealth  fifteen  dol- 
lars, "  to  be  expended  for  books  for  a  school  district  library,"  is  hereby  repealed. 
This  resolve  was  to  take  effect  Aug.  1, 1860.  [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  2, 
1850.] 

1851. 

An  Act  to  authorize  Cities  and  Towns  to  establish  and  maintain 

Public  Libraries. 

[Chapter  306,  Acts  of  1851 ;  amended  by  chapter  26,  Acts  of  I860.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court  assem- 

bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows : 

Sbotion  1.  Any  city  or  town  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  authorized  to  es- 
tablish and  maintain  a  public  library  within  the  same,  with  or  without  branches,  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  to  provide  suitable  rooms  therefor,  under 
such  regulations  for  the  government  of  such  library  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be 
prescribed  by  the  dty  council  of  such  dty,  or  the  inhabitants  of  sudi  town. 
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8bot.  2.  Adj  dty  or  town  maj  appropriate  for  the  fonndatioii  and  commence- 
ment of  snch  lilnrary,  as  aforesaid,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  for  each  of  its 
ratable  polls,  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  which  such  appropriation  shall  be 
made ;  and  may  also  appropriate,  annually,  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  snch 
library,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  for  each  of  its  ratable  polls,  in  the 
year  next  preceding  that  in  which  snch  appropriation  shall  be  made. 

Seot.  3.  Any  dty  or  town  may  receiye,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  and  hold  and 
manage,  any  devise,  bequest  or  donation,  for  tbe  establishment,  increase,  or  main- 
tenance of  a  public  library  within  the  same.  [Approved  hy  the  Oovemor,  May  24, 
1861.] 

1856. 

An  Act  in  ftirther  addition  to  an  Act  in  relation  to  Law  Library 

Asaoclations. 

[AoU  of  18M,  ohapter  71.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreeentativee,  in  General  Court  astern' 

bled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows : 

Sbotion  1.  The  county  commissioners  of  tbe  several  counties  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  pay  and  disburse,  from  the  treasuries  of  their  respective  counties,  to  the 
treasurers  of  the  law  library  associations  now  existing,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  duly 
organized  therein,  such  a  sum  or  sums  as  they  may  deem  necessary  and  proper,  for 
maintaining  and  enlarging  the  public  law  libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  citi- 
zens of  the  several  counties ;  such  sum  not  to  exceed  the  amount  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury of  any  county  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts. 

Sbct.  2.  The  treasurer  of  any  such  law  library  association,  before  receiving  said 
moneys,  shall  give  a  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners, 
far  tbe  faithful  application  of  the  same,  and  that  he  will  make  a  return  annually  to 
them,  under  oath,  of  the  manner  In  which  all  such  applications  are  made.  [Approved 
by  the  Governor,  March  28, 1856.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  in  relation  to  Law  Library  AsBociations. 

[Acts  of  1856,  chapter  184.] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and   House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows  : 

The  counsellors  and  attorneys  at  law,  duly  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of 
this  Commonwealth,  resident  of  either  of  the  counties,  who  have  omitted  to  organize 
a  law  library  assodation  in  their  respective  counties,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
organize  themselves  in  their  counties  respectively,  into  an  association,  by  the  name 
of  the  law  library  assodation  for  such  county,  under  tbe  like  provisions,  and  with 
the  same  rights,  powers  and  duties,  as  if  the  said  assodation  had  been  organized 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  ninety-fourth  chapter  of  the  statutes  of  tbe  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two ;  and  said  association,  when  so  organized,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  corporation,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privileges,  and  subject 
to  all  the  provisions  applicable  to  law  library  assodations,  created  under,  and 
pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid.     [Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  24, 1856.] 

1858. 

Resolve  in  favor  of  Law  Library  AsBoclations. 
[Resolves  of  1868,  chapter  1.] 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  furnish  upon  application,  one  copy  of  the  acts  and  resolves  passed  by  the 
general  court,  and  also  one  copy  of  such  volumes  of  the  special  laws  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, as  be  may  have  in  his  possession,   not  otherwise   appropriated  or 
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reqaired  for  the  oae  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  the  Social  Law  library  located  In  the 
ooanty  of  Snflfolk ;  and  also,  to  each  law  library  assodatfon,  which  ihall  have  been 
dnly  organized  in  conformity  with  the  ninety-fourth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  or  the  one  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  chapter  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six.    [Approved  February  23, 1 868.] 

1859. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Aot  to  authorize  Cities  and  Towns  to  establish 

and  maintain  Publio  Libraries. 

[  AoU  of  18fiO,  ebmpter  25.] 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  aefollowe : 

Sbction  1.  The  three  hundred  and  fifth  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-one,  is  so  far  amended  as  to  allow  any  city  or  town  to  appropriate 
annually,  for  the  maintenance  and  Increase  of  a  public  library  within  the  same,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  for  each  of  its  ratable  polls  in  the  year  next  preceding 
that  in  which  such  appropriation  shall  be  made. 

Sbot.  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.  [Approved  Feb- 
ruary 14, 1859. \ 

An  Act  in  ekUUtion  to  the  Acts  in  relation  to  Law  Library  Asso- 
ciations. 

[AoU  of  1869,  chapter  ITS.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  a$  foUowe : 

Sbction  1.  The  seyeral  county  treasurers  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  January  in 
every  year,  pay  to  the  treasurers  of  the  county  law  library  associations  now  existing, 
or  that  may  hereafter  be  duly  organized  in  their  respective  counties,  one-quarter 
part  of  all  the  sums  which  said  treasurers  may  have  respectlyely  received  from  the 
clerlKS  of  the  courts  during  the  preceding  year;  provided  such  quarter  part  in  any 
year  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars :  and  if  said  quarter  should 
exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  then  said  treasurers  shall  pay  one  thousand  dollars; 
and  all  sums  so  paid  to  the  treasurers  of  law  library  associations,  shall  be  applied 
to  maintain  and  enlarge  the  public  law  libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  dtiaens 
in  the  several  counties. 

Sbot.  2.  Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  county 
oonmiissioners  from  authoriziog  other  payments  ttom  the  county  treasuries,  under 
the  seventy-first  chapter  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six. 
[Approved  April  5, 1859.] 

iseo. 

Oeneral  Statutes,  1860,  Chapter  88. 
Imw  Libraries. 

[Bee  1871,  887.] 

Sbction  1.  Law  library  associations  heretofbre  organized  in  any  county  except 
Sufiblk  shall  remain  corporations  in  the  same  manner  as  if  organized  under  this 
chapter. 

Sbct.  2.  The  attomeys-at-law  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  common- 
wealth and  resident  in  a  county  for  which  there  is  no  law  library  assoeiatlou,  may 
organize  themselves  by  the  name  of  ibe  Law  Library  Association  for  such  coun^; 
and  when  so  organized  shall  be  a  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  holding  and 
managing  the  law  library  belonging  to  the  county,  and  may  adopt  by-laws  for  that 
purpose,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  justices  of  the  superior  court. 

Sect.  3.  The  clerk  of  the  courts  in  any  coanty  in  which  no  association  has  been 
organized,  upon  the  application  of  seven  attorneys  at  law  resident  therein,  may  call 
a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  soch  organization  by  posting  up  notifications  thereof  in 
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some  convenient  place  in  any  coort-honse  of  the  oonnty ;  which  meeting  shall  be 
holden  during  the  term  of  the  superior  conrt  commencing  next  after  ten  days  from 
the  time  of  posting  np  sach  notification.  The  clerk  shall  preside  at  snch  meeting 
nntil  a  clerk  of  the  association  is  chosen. 

Sbct.  4.  The  officers  of  such  association  shall  be  a  clerk,  treasurer,  and  librarian, 
whose  duties  shall  be  defined  by  the  by-laws. 

Sect.  5.  Eyery  inhabitant  of  a  county  in  which  snch  association  is  organized 
may  use  the  books  in  the  library,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  association  with  the  approval  of  the  superior  conrt. 

[Section  0  ameoded  by  ohapter  215,  Acts  of  1888,  and  chapter  164,  Acta  of  1874.] 

Sbot.  6.  County  treasurers  shall  annually,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  pay  to 
the  county  law  library  associations  in  their  respective  counties  one-quarter  part,  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  of  all  sums  which  said  treasurers  have  received 
from  the  clerks  of  the  courts  during  the  preceding  year ;  and  they  may  also  pay 
such'  further  sums,  not  exceeding  the  amount  paid  into  the  respective  county 
treasuries  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts,  as  the  county  oonmiissioners  deem  necessary 
and  proper.  All  sums  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  and  enlarge  such 
libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  citizens. 

Sbct.  7.  The  treasurer  of  a  law  library  association,  before  receiving  said  money, 
•hall  give  a  bond  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
faithftil  application  thereof,  and  that  he  will  make  a  return  annually  to  them,  under 
oath,  of  the  manner  in  which  all  such  applications  are  made. 

Toton  and  City  Libraries, 

'  [See  1888,  222;  1871, 28.] 

Sbot.  8.  Each  town  and  dty  may  establish  and  maintain  a  public  library 
therein,  with  or  without  branches,  for  tiie  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  provide 
suitable  rooms  therefor,  under  snch  regulations  for  its  government  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  or  the  city  council. 

[Section  0  repealed  by  chapter  222,  Acts  of  1888.] 

Sbct.  9.  Any  town  or  city  may  appropriate  money  for  suitable  buildings  or 
rooms,  and  for  the  foundation  of  such  library  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  for 
each  of  its  ratable  polls  in  the  year  next  preceding  that  in  which  such  appropriation 
is  made ;  may  also  appropriate  annually,  for  the  maintenance  and  increase  thereof, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  for  each  of  its  ratable  polls  in  the  year  next  pre- 
ceding that  in  which  such  appropriation  is  made,  and  may  receive,  hold,  and 
manage,  any  devise,  bequest  or  donation,  for  the  establishment,  increase  or  main- 
tenance of  a  public  library  within  the  same. 

Social  Libraries, 
[Public  library  corporations.    See  1872,  217.] 

Sbot.  10.  Seven  or  more  proprietors  of  a  library  may  form  themselves  Into  a  cor- 
poration, under  such  corporate  name  as  they  may  adopt,  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing, enlarging,  and  using,  such  library;  with  the  powers,  privileges,  duties,  and 
liabilities,  of  corporations  organised  according  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  sixty- 
eight,  so  fiur  as  the  same  may  be  applicable,  and  may  hold  real  and  personal  estate 
to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to  the  value  of  their 
books. 

Sbct.  11.  Upon  application  of  five  or  more  of  such  proprietors,  a  Justice  of  the 
peace  may  issue  his  warrant  to  one  of  them,  directing  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
proprietors,  at  the  time  and  place  and  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  warrant. 
The  meeting  shall  be  called  by  posting  up  the  substance  of  the  warrant  In  some  pub- 
lic place  in  the  town  where  the  library  is  kept,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of 
the  meeting;  at  which,  if  not  less  than  seven  of  the  proprietors  meet,  they  may 
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choose  a  president,  a  derk  who  shall  be  sirom,  a  librarian,  collector,  treasurer,  and 
snch  other  officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary ;  and  may  determine  npon  the  mode 
of  calling  fature  meetings. 

Sbot.  12.  The  treasurer  shall  gire  bond  with  safficlent  snretiet,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  proprietors,  for  the  fUthftil  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Sbct.  13.  Snch  proprietors  may,  by  assessments  on  the  several  shares,  raise  soch 
money  as  they  Judge  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  preserving,  enlarging,  and  asing, 
the  library. 

1863. 

An  Act  relatlner  to  the  County  Law  Library  AsBoclationa. 
[Chapter  216,  Act«  of  1868;  repealed  by  chapter  158,  Aete  of  1874.] 

B€  it  emacted,  etc.,  tufoUows : 

Sbction  1.  The  sixth  section  of  the  thirty-third  chapter  of  the  General  Statutes 
is  so  far  amended,  that  the  seyeral  county  treasurers  shall  pay  to  the  county  law 
library  associations  the  whole  amount  received  from  the  clerks  of  the  courts  during 
the  preceding  year,  provided  the  same  does  not  exceed  four  hundred  dollars.  And, 
in  case  the  same  exceeds  four  hundred  dollars,  they  shall  pay  over  in  addition 
thereto,  one-quarter  part  of  the  surplus ;  provided,  however^  that  the  whole  amount 
paid  to  said  association  in  any  county  in  any  one  year,  shall  not  exceed  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sbot.  2.  This  act  shall  not  be  deemed  to  prevent  the  county  commissioners  firom 
allowing  any  further  payment  as  provided  in  the  said  sixth  section  of  the  said  thirty- 
third  chapter  of  the  General  Statutes. 

Sbot.  8.    This  act  shall  take  effect  npon  its  passage.    [Apprcved  April  29, 1 863,] 

1866. 

An  Act  In  relation  to  Town  Libraries. 
[Acts  of  1866,  chapter  222;  ioeorporated  in  Bection  40,  chapter  40,  Public  Statatet.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc,,  asfoUowe : 

Sbction  1.  Any  town  may,  at  a  legal  meeting,  grant  and  yote  money  for  the  es- 
tablishment, maintenance  or  increase  of  a  public  library  therein,  and  for  erecting  or 
providing  suitable  buildings  or  rooms  therefor ;  and  may  receive,  hold  and  manage 
any  devise,  bequest  or  donation  for  the  establishment,  increase  or  maintenance  of 
any  such  library. 

Sbct.  2.  Section  nine  of  chapter  thirty-three  of  the  General  Statutes  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sbct.  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Aj^ftroned  May  9, 1866.] 

1867. 

An  Act  for  the  Preservation  of  Books  and  Other  Property  belon^nff 

to  Public  Libraries. 

[Acts  of  1867,  chapter  60;  repealed  by  chapter  42,  Acts  of  18T2.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  at  follows : 

Whoever  wilfhlly  and  maliciously  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys, 
any  book,  plate,  picture,  engraving  or  statue  belonging  to  any  law,  town,  city  or 
other  public  library,  shall  be  punished  by  a  flue  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor 
more  than  one  thousand  dollars  for  every  such  offence.  [Approved  March  16, 
1867.] 
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Resolve  for  the  Distribution  of  tbe  Annual  Reports  to  Public  Libraries. 

[BetolTM  of  1867,  chapter  86.] 

Resolvedf  That  after  the  current  year  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tbe  secretarj  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  ftimish  each  pnbllc  library,  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, on  the  application  of  the  librarian  thereof,  with  the  annnal  reports 
described  in  the  General  Statutes  as  the  **  Public  Series."  [Approved  April  22, 
1867,] 

1869. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  concerninsr  Dogrs. 
[Chapter  260,  AoU  of  1860;  incorporated  in  section  107,  chapter  102,  Public  Statutes.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc,,  tufoUows : 

Sbotion  1.  Moneys  receiyed  by  the  treasurer  of  any  county  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven,  and  not  expended  in  the  payment  of  damages  done  by  dogs,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  said  act,  shall  be  paid  back  to  the  treasurers  of  the  several 
cities  and  towns  of  said  county,  in  the  month  of  January  of  each  year,  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  paid  by  said  dty  or  town  to  said  county  treasurer;  and  the  money  so 
refunded  shall  be  expended  for  the  support  of  public  libraries  or  schools,  in  addition 
to  the  amount  annually  appropriated  by  said  city  or  town  for  those  purposes.  In 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  moneys  received  by  any  treasurer  of  any  dty  or  town  under 
the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  not  expended  iu  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  same,  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  school  committee  of  said  city  or  town  for 
the  support  of  the  public  schools  therein  established. 

Sbct.  2.  The  last  dause  of  section  twelve  of  chapter  one  hundred  and  thirty  of 
the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Sbct.  8.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  May  10, 1869»] 

1870. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  Establishment  of  Districts  for  maintaining 

Street  Lamps,  and  for  Other  Purposes. 

[AcU  of  1870,  chapter  3S2;  incorporated  in  aectlona  87-40,  chapter  27,  Public  Statutes.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  aefoUawe : 

Sbction  1.  Any  town,  at  a  legal  meeting,  having  an  article  in  the  warrant  for 
the  purpose,  may  authorize  a  village  or  district  in  such  town,  containing  not  less 
than  one  thousand  inhabitants,  the  limits  of  which  shall  be  accurately  defined,  to 
organize  under  such  name  as  may  be  authorized  by  such  town,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  and  maintaining  street  lamps,  establishing  and  maintaining  libraries,  build- 
ing and  maintaining  sidewalks,  and  employing  and  paying  watchmen  and  police 
officers,  or  any  of  such  purposes. 

Sbct.  2.  The  provisions  of  sections  thirty-five,  thirty-six,  thirty-nine,  forty-three, 
forty-four,  forty-five,  and  forty-seven  of  chapter  twenty-four  of  the  General  Statutes, 
and  chapter  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  sixty-five,  shall,  so  far  as  applicable,  apply  to  such  districts. 

Sbot.  3.  The  officers  of  such  districts,  in  addition  to  a  derk  and  prudential  com- 
mittee, may  be  a  treasurer,  and  such  other  officers  as  the  district  may  dedde  to 
elect;  and  all  of  such  officers  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year,  and  until  others 
are  chosen  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

Sbct.  4.  Such  districts  may  adopt  such  by-laws  as  they  may  deem  proper,  to 
define  the  duties  of  their  officers,  and  the  manner  of  calling  meetings  of  the  districts. 

Sect.  6.  Such  districts  may  sue  and  be  sued  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of 
such  districts.    [Approved  June  10, 1870,] 
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1871. 

An  Act  in  relation  to  depositing  Books  in  Public  Ijibraries. 
[AeU  of  1871,  ehapter  26;  incorporated  in  lecUon  11,  chapter  40,  Public  Statutes.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  atfoUotot : 

SEcnoif  1.  The  city  goyemment  of  the  seyeral  cities,  and  the  selectmen  of  the 
seTend  towns  in  this  Commonwealth,  In  which  may  now  or  hereafter  be  public 
libraries,  owned  aod  maintained  by  said  cities  and  towns,  are  hereby  aathorized  to 
place  in  the  public  libraries,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  such  books,  reports  and 
laws,  as  have  been  or  may  be  reoeiTed  from  the  Commonwealth. 

Sbct.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.     [Approved  February  1 7, 

An  Act  to  provide  for  ftLmishing  Certain  Documents  to  the  Law 

Library  Societies  in  Bach  County. 

[Acts  of  1871,  clupter  887;  incorporated  in  section  8,  chapter  40,  Pablic  Btatntee.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc,,  asfolloioe : 

Sbotion  1.  In  addition  to  the  volumes,  now  required  by  law  to  be  furnished  to 
the  law  library  societies  in  each  county,  the  sergeant-at-arms  shall,  immediately 
after  their  publication,  distribute  as  far  as  is  practicable  to  said  societies  one  volume 
each  of  the  following  documents,  viz. :  legislative  documents  (senate  and  house), 
jdnmal  of  the  senate,  Journal  of  the  house,  and  the  manual  of  the  general  court. 

Sbct.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.     [Approved  iiay  26, 1871.] 

« 

1872. 

An  Act  for  the  Preservation  of  Books  and  Other  Property  belongrin^ 

to  Public  Libraries. 

[Acta  of  1872,  chapter  42;  incorporated  in  aectlon  79,  chapter  SOS,  Public  Btatutea.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc,,  aefoUowe : 

Seotion  1.  Whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and  without  cause 
writes  upon,  injures,  definces,  tears  or  destroys  any  book,  plate,  picture,  engraving 
or  statue,  belonging  to  any  law,  town,  city  or  other  public  library,  shall  be  punished 
by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  or  by  imprison- 
ment in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months  for  every  such  offence. 

Sect.  2.  Chapter  sixty-nine  of  the  acts  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  is  hereby  repealed.    [Approved  February  26, 1872.] 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Formation  of  Library  Corporations. 
[Acta  of  1873,  chapter  217;  incorporated  in  aectiona  16-10,  chapter  40,  Pablic  Statntea.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc,  a»  follows : 

Section  1.  Three  or  more  persons  within  this  state  who  shall  have  associated 
themselves  together  by  an  agreement  in  writing,  such  as  is  described  in  section  seven 
of  chapter  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy,  with  the  intention  to  constitute  a  corporation  under  any  name  by  them 
assumed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  public  library,  with  or 
without  reading-rooms  connected  therewith,  shall  become  a  corporation,  upon  com- 
plying with  the  provisions  of  sections  eight,  nine,  ten  and  eleven  of  said  act,  and 
shall  remain  a  corporation  with  all  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  belonging  to 
any  corporations  organised  under  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  subject*to  all  the 
duties,  restrictions  and  liabilities  set  forth  in  all  general  laws  which  now  an  or 
hereafter  may  be  in  force  applicable  to  such  corporations. 
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6bot.  2.  Any  name  may  be  assnmed  by  such  corporatloii  not  preyioosly  in  use 
by  any  existing  corporation  or  association,  and  shall  contain  tiierein  the  word 
library.  Upon  filing  the  certificate  named  in  section  eleven  of  said  act  with  the 
endorsement  of  the  commissioner  of  corporations  thereon,  and  the  payment  of  the 
fees  named  in  section  fifty-nine  of  said  act,  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
sign  and  issue  to  snch  corporation  a  certificate  in  the  form  prescribed  and  haying  the 
same  force  and  effect  named  in  said  eleventh  section  of  said  act. 

Sbct.  3.  Any  existing  library  association  under  general  law,  may  by  complytaig 
with  the  provisions  of  section  twelve  of  said  act  and  payment  of  the  (bes  aforesaid, 
obtain  of  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  the  certificate  therein  prescribed. 

Sbot.  4.  Corporations  formed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  may  hold  real 
and  personal  estate  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  their  organization,  to  the  amount 
named  in  their  agreements  of  association,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  ex- 
dnsive  of  books,  papers,  collections  in  natural  history,  and  worlLS  of  art ;  may  receive 
and  hold  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  any  grants,  donations  or  bequests,  under  such 
conditions  and  rules  as  may  be  prescribed  in  such  grants,  donations  and  bequests: 
providedy  the  same  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  law.  And  so  long  as 
any  corporation  formed  under  this  act  shall  allow  the  inhabitants  of  the  dfy  or 
town  wherein  the  same  is  located  free  access  to  and  use  of  its  library,  such  city  or 
town  may  annually  appropriate  and  pay  to  the  said  corporation  established  therein 
money  to  aid  in  supporting  its  library. 

Sect.  5.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  April  1 7, 1872.} 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Aot  to  provide  for  the  Formation  of  Library 

Oorporatlone. 

[Aets  of  1872,  ohapter  820;  Ineorporated  in  section  20,  chapter  40,  PabUe  Statatet.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  €ufottaws : 

Bbctiom  1.  Nothing  contained  in  the  provisions  of  chapter  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-two  shall  be  con- 
strued to  requh'e  library  corporations,  formed  under  the  same,  to  have  a  capital 
stock,  when  it  is  otherwise  provided  in  the  agreement  of  association. 

Sbct.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  May  4, 1872.] 


1873. 

An  Act  to  authorize  Towns  and  Oitles  to  appropriate  Money  toward 
defiraylnff  the  Bxpenses  of  maintalnlnsr  Libraries* 

[Acts  of  1878,  chapter  806;  incorporated  in  wotloD  10,  ohapter  27,  Public  Btatatee.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  ae/olhtca : 

Any  city  or  town  may  appropriate  and  pay  such  sum  annually  as  it  may  see  fit 
toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  maintaining  any  library  within  such  dty  or  town 
to  which  the  inhabitants  are  allowed  free  access  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  same 
on  the  premises.    [Approved  May  23, 1873.] 


1874. 

An  Act  relatlnsr  to  the  Oounty  Law  Library  Associations. 
[Aeta  of  1874,  chapter  IM;  repealed  by  ohapter  80,  AcH  of  1881.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  aafollotoe: 

Sbotion  1.  The  sixth  section  of  the  thirty-third  chapter  of  the  General  Statutes 
is  so  far  amended  that  the  several  oounty  treasurers  shall  pay  to  the  county  law 
library  associations,  the  whole  amount  received  f^om  the  clerkf  of  courts  during  the 
preceding  year :  provided,  the  same  does  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars :  and  in 
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caae  the  Bame  exceeds  one  thousand  dollars,  they  shall  pay  in  addition  thereto  one* 
quarter  part  of  the  snrplns ;  provided,  howmer,  that  the  whole  amount  paid  to  said 
association  In  any  oonnty  in  any  one  year  shall  not  exceed  two  thousand  dollars. 

SsoT.  2.  This  act  shall  not  be  deemed  to  preyent  the  oonn^  oommistioners  from 
allowing  any  fbrther  payment  as  provided  In  the  said  sixth  section  of  the  said  thirty- 
third  chapter  of  the  deneral  Statutes. 

Sbct.  3.  Chapter  two  hundred  and  fifteen  of  the  acts  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-three  is  repealed. 

8bot.  4.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  April  9, 1874.] 

1880. 

An  Act  to  authorize  Towns  to  establiBh  and  maintain  Public  Bead- 

InfiT  Booms. 

[Acts  of  1880,  chapter  111.] 
Be  it  enacted,  tfte.,  ae/ollowt : 

Bbotion  1.  Any  town  which  now  maintains  in  whole  or  in  part  a  public  llbrazy 
therein,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  or  which  may  hereafter  do  so,  may, 
at  a  legal  meeting,  grant  and  vote  money  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
a  public  reading  room,  in  connection  with  said  library,  and  for  the  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  town,  to  be  under  the  control  and  management  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  said  library  or  of  such  other  persons  as  have  control  and  management  of  said 
library ;  and  such  town  may  receive,  hold  and  manage  any  devise,  bequest  or  dona- 
tion for  the  establishment  or  maintenance  of  any  such  reading  room. 

SaoT.2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  March  17^  1880.] 

1881. 

An  Act  relative  to  Law  Library  Associations. 
[Aots  of  1881,  ehmpter  80;  ioeorporated  in  Mctlon  8,  chapter  40,  Public  Btatntee.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  ae  follows : 

Section  1.  Section  six  of  chapter  thirty-three  of  the  General  Statutes  is  hereby 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  —  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the 
county  law  library  associations  In  their  respective  counties,  all  sums  paid  into  the 
county  treasuries  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts  during  the  year,  but  not  exceeding  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars  in  any  one  year;  and  they  may  also  pay  such  Itarther  sums 
from  the  county  treasury  as  the  county  commissioners  deem  necessary  and  proper. 
All  sums  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to  maintain  and  enlarge  such  libraries  for  the  use 
of  the  courts  and  citizens.  This  act  shall  apply  to  all  sums  paid  into  the  county 
treasuries  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighty-one. 

Sect.  2.  Chapter  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  Is  hereby  repealed. 

Sect.  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  March  16,1 881.] 

1882. 

Tbe  Public  Statutes,  Chapter  40. 
Law  Libraries. 

Section  1.  Law  library  associations  heretofore  organized  in  any  county  except 
Suffolk  shall  be  suttject  to  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  relatbig  to  such  corpora- 
tions. 

Sect.  2.  The  attorneys  at  law  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  resident  in  a  county  for  which  there  is  no  law  library  association,  mfty 
organize  themselves  by  the  name  of  the  Law  Library  Association  for  sach  county; 
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and,  when  so  organized,  sball  be  a  corporation  for  the  pnrpoee  of  holding  and 
managing  the  law  library  belonging  to  the  oonntj,  and  may  adopt  by-laws  for  that 
purpose,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  justices  of  tiie  superior  court. 

Sbot.  3.  The  derk  of  the  courts  in  any  county  in  which  no  such  association  has 
been  organized  may,  upon  the  application  of  seyen  attorneys  at  law  resident  therein, 
call  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  such  organization  by  posting  up  notifications  thereof 
in  some  conTenient  place  in  any  court-house  of  the  county ;  which  meeting  shall  be 
held  during  tbe  term  of  the  superior  court  commencing  next  after  ten  days  from  the 
time  of  posting  up  such  notification.  The  clerk  shall  preside  at  such  meeting  until 
a  clerk  of  the  association  is  chosen. 

Sbot.  4.  The  officers  of  such  an  association  shall  be  a  derk,  treasurer,  and  libra- 
rian, and  their  duties  shall  be  defined  by  the  by-laws. 

Sbot.  5.  Every  inhabitant  of  a  county  in  which  such  association  is  organized 
may  use  the  books  in  the  library,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  assodation  with  the  approval  of  the  superior  court. 

[Beetlon  6  amended  by  ohapter  SMO,  Aeta  of  1882.] 

Sbot.  6.  County  treasurers  shall  annually  pay  to  the  law  library  associations  in 
their  respective  counties  ail  sums  paid  into  the  county  treasuries  during  the  year  by 
the  derks  of  the  courts,  to  an  amoant  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  any 
one  year ;  and  said  treasurers  may  also  pay  such  further  sums  as  the  county  com- 
missioners may  deem  necessary  and  proper.  All  sums  so  paid  shall  be  applied  to 
maintain  and  enlarge  such  libraries  for  the  use  of  the  courts  and  of  dtizens. 

Sbct.  7.  The  treasurer  of  a  law  library  assodation,  before  receiving  any  money 
f)rom  the  county  treasurer,  shall  give  a  bond,  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
commissioners,  for  the  faithful  application  of  such  money,  and  that  he  will  make  a 
return  annually  to  them,  under  oath,  of  the  manner  in  which  such  application  has 
been  made. 

Sbot.  8.  Each  law  library  assodation  shall  be  entitled  to  recdve  from  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms  one  copy  of  each  of  the  following  volumes  immediatdy  after  their 
publication :  namely,  legislative  documents,  (senate  and  house),  journal  of  the  sen- 
ate, and  journal  of  the  house. 

Town  and  City  Ubraries. 

Sbot.  9.  Any  town  or  dty  may  establish  and  maintain  a  public  library  therein, 
with  or  without  branches,  for  the  use  of  tbe  inbabitants  thereof,  and  may  provide 
suitable  rooms  tberefor,  under  such  regulations  for  its  government  as  may  firom 
time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  by  the  dty  conndl. 

Sbot.  10.  Any  town  may  at  a  legal  meeting  grant  and  vote  money  for  the  estab- 
lishment, maintenance,  or  increase  of  a  public  library  tberein,  and  for  erecting  or 
providing  suitable  buildings  or  rooms  therefor;  and  may  receive,  hold,  and  manage 
any  devise,  bequest,  or  donation  for  the  establishment,  increase,  or  maintenance  of 
any  such  library. 

Sbot.  U.  The  dty  government  of  a  city  or  the  selectmen  of  a  town,  in  which 
there  is  a  pablic  library  owned  and  maintained  by  such  city  or  town,  may  place  in 
such  library,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  such  books,  reports,  and  laws  as  have 
been  or  may  be  received  from  the  commonwealth. 

Social  Library  Corporatiom, 

Sbct.  12.  Seven  or  more  proprietors  of  a  library  may  form  themselves  into  a  cor- 
poration, under  such  corporate  name  as  they  may  adopt,  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing, enlarging,  and  using  such  library,  and  with  the  powers,  privileges,  duties,  and 
liabilities  of  corporations  organized  according  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  five,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable,  and  such  corporation  may  hold 
real  and  personal  estate  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  in  addition 
to  the  value  of  its  books. 
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Sbot.  13.  Upon  sppUcation  of  five  or  more  of  sach  proprietors,  a  jnstioe  of  the 
peace  may  issae  his  warrant  to  one  of  them,  directing  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
proprietors  at  the  time  and  place  and  for  the  pnrpoees  expressed  in  the  warrant. 
The  meeting  shall  be  called  by  posting  np  the  substance  of  the  warrant  in  some  pub- 
lic place  in  the  town  where  the  library  is  kept,  seren  days  at  least  before  the  time  of 
the  meeting ;  at  which  time,  if  not  less  than  seven  of  the  proprietors  meet,  they  may 
choose  a  president,  a  clerk,  who  shall  be  sworn,  a  librarian,  a  collector,  a  treasurer, 
and  snch  other  officers  as  they  may  deem  necessary ;  and  may  determine  upon  the 
mode  of  calling  fhture  meetings. 

Sect.  U.  The  treasurer  shall  give  bond  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  satisflustioo 
of  the  proprietors,  for  the  faithfal  discbarge  of  bis  duties. 

Sect.  19.  Such  proprietors  may,  by  assessments  on  the  several  shares,  raise  such 
money  as  they  judge  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  preserving,  enlarging,  and  using 
the  library. 

Public  Library  CorporatumM, 

Sbot.  16.  Three  or  more  persons  within  this  commonwealth  who  associate  them- 
selves together  by  an  agreement  in  writing,  such  as  is  described  in  section  sixteen  of 
chapter  one  hundred  and  six,  with  the  intentloo  of  forming  a  corporation,  under  any 
name  by  them  assumed,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  public 
library  with  or  without  reading-rooms  connected  therewith,  shall  become  a  corpora- 
tion upon  complying  with  the  provisions  of  sections  seventeen,  eighteen,  twenty,  and 
twenty-one  of  said  chapter,  and  shall  remain  a  corporation  with  all  the  powers, 
rights,  and  privileges,  and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions,  and  liabilities, 
applicable  to  sach  corporations. 

Sect.  17.  Any  name  may  be  assumed  by  such  corporation  which  is  not  in  use  by 
an  existing  corporation  or  association,  and  which  contains  the  word  ''library." 
Upon  filing  the  certificate  named  in  section  twenty-one  of  chapter  one  hundred  and 
six  with  the  endorsement  of  the  commissioner  of  corporations  thereon,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fees  named  in  section  eighty-four  of  said  chapter,  the  secretary  of  the 
commonwealth  shall  sign  and  issue  to  such  corporation  a  certificate  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed and  having  the  force  and  effect  named  in  said  section  twenty-one  of  said 
chapter. 

Sect.  18.  Any  existing  library  association  organized  under  general  laws  may, 
by  complying  with  the  provisions  of  section  twenty-two  of  chapter  one  hundred  and 
six  and  payment  of  the  fees  aforesaid,  obtain  of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth 
the  certificate  therein  prescribed. 

Sect.  19.  A  corporation  formed  under  section  sixteen  may  hold  real  and  personal 
estate  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  its  organization,  to  the  amount  named  in  its 
agreement  of  association,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars,  exclusive  of  books, 
papers,  collections  in  natural  history,  and  works  of  art ;  and  may  receive  and  hold 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid  any  grants,  donations,  or  bequests  under  such  lawful  con- 
ditions and  rules  as  may  be  prescribed  therein. 

Sect.  20.  Nothing  contained  in  the  four  preceding  sections  shall  be  construed  to 
require  a  corporation  formed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  thereof  to  have  a 
capital  stock,  when  a  different  provision  is  made  in  the  agreement  of  association. 

Appropriation  of  M<mey  fw  lAbrturiet, 

Section  10  of  chapter  227  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that  the  towns  may  at 
legal  meetings  grant  and  vote  such  snms  as  they  Judge  necessary  for  maintaining 
any  library  therein  to  which  the  inhabitants  are  allowed  free  access  for  the  purpose 
of  using  the  books  on  the  premises,  and  for  establishing  and  maintaining  a  public 
reading  room,  in  connection  with  and  under  the  control  of  the  manager  of  such 
library. 

The  Dog  Tax. 

Section  107  of  chapter  102  of  the  Public  Statutes  provides  that  the  money  received 
for  dog  licenses  and  refunded  to  the  towns  shall  be  expended  for  the  support  of  pub- 
lic libraries  or  schools. 
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Thfadng  Books,  Fapen,  etc. 

Section  79  of  chapter  203  of  the  Public  Statutes  proTides  that  whoeTer  wilfully  and 
maliciously  or  wantonly  and  without  cause  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or 
destroys  a  bpok,  plate,  picture,  engraving  or  statue  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or 
other  public  library,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
fifty  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Library  CorportUiont. 

Seyen  or  more  persons  may  form  a  corporation  for  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  places  for  reading  rooms,  libraries  or  social  meetings,  under  the  prorisions 
of  the  general  law  for  the  incorporation  of  associations  for  charitable,  educational 
and  other  purposes,  contained  In  chapter  115  of  the  Public  Statutes. 


An  Act  In  relation  to  Law  Library  AasoclationB. 

[  AcU  of  1882,  ohaptar  248.] 
Be  it  enacted,  etc,,  eufottotoe : 

Section  1.  Section  six  of  chapter  forty  of  the  Public  Statutes,  providing  for 
annual  payments  to  the  law  library  associations  of  the  several  counties,  is  amended 
by  striking  out  in  the  fourth  line  thereof  the  words,  **  fifteen  hundred  dollars,"  and 
inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words,  **  two  thousand  dollars."  This  act  shall  apply 
to  all  sums  paid  into  the  county  treasuries  by  the  clerks  of  the  courts  on  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

Sect.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  May  19, 1882.] 


1883. 

An  Act  to  prevent  the  Wilfld  Detention  of  Boolca,  Newspapers, 
Mafirazlnes,  Pamphlets  or  Manuscripts  of  Certain  Libraries. 

[Ohaptor  77,  Aots  of  1883.1 
Be  if  enacted,  etc.,  atfollowe : 

Section  1.  Whoever  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly  and  without  cause 
detains  any  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  or  manuscript  belonging  to  a 
law,  town,  city  or  other  public  or  Incorporated  library,  for  thirty  days  after  notice  in 
writing,  from  the  librarian  of  such  library,  given  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
which  by  the  regulations  of  such  library,  such  book,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet, 
or  manuscript  may  be  kept,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  twenty-five  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Sect.  2.  The  notice  required  by  the  foregoing  section  shall  bear  upon  its  face  a 
copy  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  March  24, 1 883.] 

An  Act  for  the  Better  Protection  of  Property  of  Oertaln  Libraries. 

[Chapter  81,  Acta  of  1888.] 
Be  it  enacted,  etc,,  a»  followe : 

Sbotion  1.  Section  seventy-nine  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  three  of  the  Public 
Statutes  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  —  Whoever  wilfully  and  mali- 
doQsly  or  wantonly  and  without  cause  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys 
a  book,  plate,  picture,  engraving,  map,  newspaper,  magazine,  pamphlet,  manuscript, 
or  statue  belonging  to  a  law,  town,  city  or  other  public  or  incorporated  library,  shall 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  or  by  im- 
prisonment in  the  jail  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Sect.  2.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  March  24, 1883  J] 
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1885. 

An  Act  to  protect  Persons  uslngr  Public  Libraries  from.  Disturbance. 

[Aeta  of  1886,  chapter  225.] 

Be  it  enaUed,  etc.,  eufolUnot : 

Whoever  wilfallj  dUtarbe  persons  assembled  in  a  public  library  or  reading  room 
connected  therewith,  by  making  a  noise  or  in  any  other  manner,  dnring  the  time  in 
which  such  library  or  reading  room  is  open  to  the  public,  shall  be  panisbed  by  im- 
prisonment in  the  jail  not  exceeding  thhrty  days,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  fifqr 
dollars.     [Approved  May  12, 1865.] 

1888. 

An  Act  concerniner  the  Election  and  the  Powers  and  Duties  of  Trus- 
tees of  Free  Public  Libraries  or  of  Free  Public  Libraries  and  Bead- 

iner-roomSf  in  Towns. 

[Acts  of  1888,  chapter  804.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc,,  asfollotoe : 

Section  1.  Every  town  which  raises  or  appropriates  money  for  the  inpport  of  a 
free  public  library,  or  free  public  library  and  reading-room  that  is  owned  by  the 
town,  shall  at  its  annual  meeting,  or  at  a  legal  town  meeting  appointed  and  notified 
for  that  purpose  by  the  selectmen,  elect  a  board  of  trustees,  except  in  cases  where 
buch  library  has  been  or  may  be  acquired  by  the  town,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  some 
donation  or  bequest  containing  other  conditions  or  provisions  for  the  election  of  its 
trustees  or  for  its  care  and  management,  which  condiiions  have  been  accepted  and 
agreed  to  by  vote  of  the  town. 

[Section  2  amended  by  chapter  112,  Acta  of  1880.] 

Sect.  2.  Said  board  of  trustees  shall  consist  of  any  number  of  persons  divisible 
by  three  not  exceeding  nine  in  all  which  the  town  may  decide  to  elect,  one-third 
thereof  to  be  elected  annually  and  to  continue  in  office  for  tiiree  years,  except  that 
the  town  shall  first  elect  one-third  of  the  trustees  for  one  year,  one-third  for  two 
years  and  one-third  for  tliree  years,  and  thereafter  one-third  the  number  annually 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  No  person  shall  be  ineligible  to  serve  upon  said  board 
of  trustees  by  reason  of  sex.  Sach  board  of  trustees  shall  be  elected  by  ballot, 
and  shall  organize  annually  by  the  choice  of  a  chairman  and  secretary  firom  their 
own  number. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  person  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  after  being 
duly  notified  of  his  election  in  the  manner  in  which  town  officers  are  required  to  be 
notified,  refuses  or  neglects  to  accept  said  office,  or  if  any  member  declines  further 
service,  or  from  change  of  residence  or  otherwise,  becomes  unable  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  the  board,  the  remaining  members  shall  in  writing  give  notice  of  the  fact  to 
the  selectmen  of  the  town,  and  the  two  boards  may  thereupon,  after  giring  public 
notice  of  at  least  one  week,  proceed  to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  next  annual  town 
meeting ;  and  a  majority  of  the  ballots  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  shall  be  necessary 
to  an  election.  . 

Sect.  4.  The  trustees  so  elected  by  the  town  shall  have  the  entire  custody  and 
management  of  the  library  and  reading-room  and  all  property  owned  by  the  town 
relating  thereto ;  and  all  money  raised  or  appropriated  by  the  town  for  its  support  and 
maintenance,  and  all  money  or  property  that  the  town  may  receive  by  donation  from 
any  source,  or  by  bequest,  In  behalf  of  said  free  public  library  and  reading-ruom, 
shall  be  placed  in  the  care  and  custody  of  the  board  of  trustees,  to  be  expended  or 
retained  by  them  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  town  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
its  free  public  library  and  reading-room,  in  accordance  with  the  oonditioas  of  each 
or  any  donation  or  bequest  accepted  by  the  town. 

Sect.  5.  In  every  town  which  shall,  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  ita  annual 
town  meeting  or  at  a  legal  town  meeting  appointed  and  notified  for  that  purpose  by 
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tbe  selectmen,  so  direct,  tbe  board  of  trastees  sball,  in  addition  to  the  officers  named 
in  section  two  of  tbis  act,  elect  firom  among  tbeir  own  nnmber  a  treasurer,  wbo  sball 
gl^e  a  bond  to  tbe  town  similar  to  tbe  bond  given  hj  tbe  town  treasnrer,  for  sucb  an 
amoant  and  with  sucb  sureties  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  tbe  selectmen ;  and  ontil  a 
town  directs  otherwise  tbe  town  treasurer  sball  act  as  treasurer  of  tbe  board  of  trus- 
tees. 

Sect. '6.  Tbe  trustees  shall  make  an  explicit  report  to  the  town  at  each  annual 
town  meeting  of  all  tbeir  receipts  and  expenditures,  and  of  all  the  property  of  the 
town  in  their  care  and  custody,  including  a  statement  of  any  unexpended  balance  of 
money  tbey  may  have,  and  of  any  bequests  or  donations  they  may  have  received 
and  are  holding  in  behalf  of  tbe  town,  with  such  recommendations  in  reference  to 
tbe  same  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  town  to  consider. 

6 EOT.  7.  Nothing  in  tbis  act  shall  be  construed  to  Interfere  with  library  associa^ 
tions,  nor  with  any  library  that  is  or  may  be  organized  and  managed  under  special 
act  of  the  legislature. 

Sect.  8.    This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  May  4, 1868»] 

1889. 

An  Act  relatlnsr  to  tbe  Election,  Powers  and  Dutiee  of  Trustees  of 
Free  Pabllc  Ijibraries  and  Beadingr  Booms  in  Towns. 

[AcU  of  1880,  chapter  112.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  ae  follows: 

Section  two  of  chapter  three  hundred  and  four  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eighc  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  in  lines  two  and  three  tbe 
words  *'  not  exceeding  nine  in  all,"  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  Section  2.  Said  board 
of  trustees  shall  consist  of  any  number  of  persons  divisible  by  three  which  tbe  town 
may  decide  to  elect,  one-third  thereof  to  be  elected  annually  and  to  continue  in  office 
for  three  years,  except  that  tbe  town  shall  first  elect  one-third  of  tbe  trustees  for  one 
year,  one-third  for  two  years  and  one-third  for  three  years,  and  thereafter  one-third 
the  number  annually  for  the  term  of  three  years.  No  person  shall  be  ineligible  to 
serve  upon  said  board  of  trustees  by  reason  of  sex.  Such  board  of  trustees  shall  be 
elected  by  ballot,  and  sball  organize  annually  by  the  choice  of  a  chairman  and  sec- 
retary from  their  own  number :  provided,  any  town  having  a  f^  public  library  which 
has  heretofore  elected  a  board  of  trustees  to  manage  the  same  consisting  of  a  number 
divisible  by  three,  and  has  heretofore  elected  annually  one-third  of  said  board  for 
three  years,  may  continue  to  elect  annually  one-third  of  said  board,  and  tbe  trustees 
in  office  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  term  for  which  they  were  elected  shall 
expire,  unless  the  town  shall  vote  otherwise.    [Approved  March  14, 1889.] 

1890. 

An  Act  to  promote  tbe  Establisbment  and  Efficiency  of  Free  Public 

Libraries. 

[ AcU  of  1890,  chapter  847.] 
Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  aa  follows : 

Section  1.  The  governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  council  shall  appoint 
five  persons,  residents  of  the  Common  wealth,  who  shall  constitute  a  board  of  library 
commissioners.  The  governor  shall  designate  the  chairman  thereof.  One  member 
of  said  board  shsll  be  appointed  for  tbe  term  of  five  years,  one  for  four  years,  one 
for  three  years,  one  for  two  years  and  one  for  one  year ;  and  thereafter  the  term  of 
office  of  the  commissioners  shall  be  five  years.  All  vacancies  on  said  board,  whether 
occurring  by  expiration  of  term  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  by  tbe  governor  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  council. 

Sect.  2.  The  librarian  or  trustees  of  any  free  public  library  may  ask  said  board 
for  advice  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  books,  the  cataloguing  of  books  and  any  other 
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mattera  pertaining  to  the  maintenanoe  or  adminlstratloa  of  the  libraiy;  and  the 
board  shall  give  rach  advloe  in  regard  to  said  matters  as  it  shall  find  practicable. 
The  board  shall  make  a  report  of  its  doings  to  the  general  ooort  in  Janaaiy  of  each 
year,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  of  said  report  shall  be  printed  as  one  of  the  pnbUe 
docament  series. 

Sbct.  S.  Said  board  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  expend,  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  the  board  of  library  trustees  of  any  town  baring  no  free  public  libraiy 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  town,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  for 
books  for  any  such  town  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act ;  such  books  to  be  used 
by  said  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  public  library,  and  said  com- 
missioners shall  select  and  purchase  all  books  to  be  provided  as  aforesaid. 

Sbct.  4.  No  town  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  until  such  town  has 
accepted  the  provisions  hereof  at  a  regularly  called  town  meeting,-and  has  elected  a 
board  of  library  trustees  as  provided  in  chapter  three  hundred  and  four  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  until  said  trustees  shall  have  pro- 
vided, in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  for  the  care,  custody 
and  dietribution  of  the  books  furnished  in  accordance  with  this  act. 

Sbct.  6.  Any  town  accepting  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  annually  appropri- 
ate from  the  dog  tax,  or  shall  otherwise  annually  provide  for  the  use  and  mainten- 
ance of  its  free  public  library,  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  dollars  if  its  last  assessed 
valuation  was  one  million  dollars  or  upward,  or  a  sum  not  less  than  twenty-five  dol- 
lars if  said  valuation  was  less  than  one  million  and  not  less  than  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  a  sum  not  less  than  fifteen  dollars  if  said  valuation  was  lees 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Sbct.  6.  No  member  of  the  board  of  commissioners  shall  receive  any  compensa- 
tion, but  the  board  may  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  annually 
for  clerical  assistance  and  incidental  and  necessary  expenses  in  the  discharge  of  its 
duties ;  and  all  sums  expended  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  from 
the  treasury  after  the  bills  therefor  have  been  approved  by  the  board  and  sent  to 
the  auditor  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  shall  certify  to  the  governor  and  council  the 
amount  due  as  in  case  of  all  other  bills  and  accounts  approved  by  him  under  the 
provisions  of  law. 

Sbot.  7*   This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage.    [Approved  May  28, 1 S90.] 

1892. 

[Acts  of  1893,  chapter  255.] 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  aefollowi : 

The  board  of  library  commissioners  may  expend  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  books  for  the  f^  public  library  of  any  town  whose  valuation  does  not  exceed 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  maintained  a  free  library  before  the  passage  of 
chapter  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  of  the  acts  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety,  and  which  has  tally  complied  or  hereafter  fully  complies  with  the  provisions 
of  said  act.    [Approved  May  6, 1892'] 
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'^AMHBRST,  NOBTHy 
y  Ain>OTEB, 

1/  Arlington,    . 

w'  Abhbvbnham, 

Babnbtaslb,  . 
Babrb,  .  • 
Bbckbt,  . 
Bblchebtown, 
Bebnabdbton, 
Billbbzoa,  • 
Blandfobo,   . 

BOVBNB,  . 

Bbaintbbb,    . 
Brookfield,  . 
Qambrzdob^    . 
Cablislb, 
Chablemont, 
Chatham, 
Chelmbfobd,  . 
Chelbba, 

CONOOBD, 

cvvminoton,  . 
Dalton,  . 
Dantbrb, 

Dartmouth,  South 
Dbdham, 
Dbbrfield,    . 
Dbnnib,  . 

DVZBUBT, 


East  Bbidobwatbb, 
Eabthampton, 
Eabton,  . 
Ebbbx,     . 
Etebbtt, 

Eybbbtt  (Glendalo), 
Faibbaybn,    . 


Gift  of  Hon.  William  A.  Wilde  of  Maiden. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  C.  Bobbins  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  as  a 
memorial  of  her  husband. 

Gift  of  George  F.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  Frederick  F.  Ayer  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Stnrgis  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Henry  Woods  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Miss  Blanche  Perkins,  as  a  memorial  of  her  parents. 

Bequest  of  John  Francis  Clapp. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Henry  W.  Cnshman. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joshua  Bennett. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Josephine  E.  S.  Porter  of  Hartford,  as  a  me- 
morial of  her  son,  Edgar  Sheffield  Porter. 

Gift  of  Miss  Emily  H.  Bourne,  as  a  memorial  of  her 
father,  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Bourne. 

Gift  of  Gen.  Sylvanns  Thayer. 

Gift  of  William  A.  Banister  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Frederick  H.  Rindge  of  Los  Angeles. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Gleason  of  Sudbury. 

Gift  of  E.  R.  Goodnow  and  other  dtizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Marcellns  Eldredge. 

Gift  of  Amos  F.  Adams  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Eustace  C.  FiU. 

Gift  of  William  Munroe. 

Gift  of  William  CuUen  Bryant. 

Gift  of  the  Crane  family. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  John  H.  Southworth  of  Springfield. 

Bequests  and  gifts  of  citizens. 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Esther  Dickinson. 

Bequest  of  Jacob  Sears. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  George  W.  Wright,  as  a  memorial  of  her 
son,  George  Buckham  Wright. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Washburn  of  Weilesley. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Emily  G.  Williston. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Oliver  Ames  and  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Ames. 

Bequest  of  T.  0.  H.  P.  Bumham  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Albert  M.  Parlin,  as  a  memorial  of  his  son. 

Bequest  of  William  Shute. 

Gift  of  Henry  H.  and  Abble  P.  Rogers,  as  a  memorial  of 
their  daughter,  Millicent. 
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FiTOHBURO, 

,  Frebtown, 

.    0ABDNBR, 

Oborqbtowh, 
oloucb8tbr, 
/Ghoton,  . 
K  'Harvard, 
'Hatfield, 
"^^atbrhill, 

HlNOHAM, 
"^  HiNBDALB, 
HOLDBN,  . 

'  hopkinton, 
^  hubbardston, 
•  Ipswich,. 

vKlNGSTON, 

'  Lancastbr, 
Lawrence, 
Lbicbbtbr, 

I  Lenox,    . 

Lexington, 
>■'  Lincoln, 
>  Littleton, 

"  Ludlow,  • 
Ltnn, 

Malden,  . 

'  Manchester, 
Marblehead, 
Marion,  • 
Marshfield, 
Mbdford, 
Mbthubn, 
Middleton, 
Monbon,  • 


Natick,  . 

SotUh  Natiek, 
Nbwbubtport, 
Newton,  . 
North  Adams, 

Northampton, 

Northampton, 
Florence,  . 
North  Attlbborouoh, 

Northborouoh,     . 
North  Brookfibld,     . 
northfield,  . 
North  Bbadino,    • 
Norton,  .       .       .       • 


Gift  of  Hon.  Rodney  WaUaoe. 

Gift  of  Miss  E.  Florence  Hathaway,  as  a  memorial  of 
her  father,  Hon.  Gnllford  H.  Hathaway. 

Gift  of  children  of  Levi  Ueywood. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Gift  of  Samnel  E.  Sawyer. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  L.  Sibley. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  natives  of  the  town. 

Beqnest  of  Samnel  H.  Dickinson. 

Gift  of  Hon.  E.  J.  M.  Hale  and  other  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  Fearing. 

Gift  of  dtisens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Samnel  C.  Gale  of  Minneapolis. 

Gift  of  natives  and  residents  of  the^town. 

Gift  of  Jonas  G.  Clark  of  Worcester. 

Gift  of  Capt.  Augnstine  Heard. 

Beqnest  of  Frederic  C.  Adams. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  Nathaniel  Thayer  and  bis  sons. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  N.  G.  White  and  Miss  E.  A.  White. 

Gift  of  Lory  8.  Watson,  Dr.  PUny  Earle,  David  E.  Mcr- 
riam  and  others. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Adeline  E.  Schermerhom. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Maria  Gary. 

Gift  of  George  Grosvenor  Tarbell. 

Gift  of  children  of  William  Stevens  Honghton,  as  a  me- 
morial of  their  father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Charles  T.  Hnbbard. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Shnte,  as  a  memorial  of  her 
husband. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Elisha  S.  Converse  and  his  wife,  as  a  me- 
morial of  their  son. 

Gift  of  Thomas  Jefiferson  Coolidge. 

Beqnest  of  Benjamin  Abbot  of  Boston. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Taber  of  New  Bedford. 

Bequest  of  Seth  J.  Yentress. 

Gift  of  Thatcher  Magonn. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  David  Nevins. 

Beqnest  of  Hon.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  Dale,  as  a  memorial  of  her  father, 
Horatio  Lyon. 

Bequest  of  Miss  Mary  Ann  Morse. 

Bequest  of  Oliver  Bacon. 

Gift  of  citizens. 

Gift  of  J.  Wiley  Edmands  and  other  citizens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Albert  C.  Houghton,  as  a  memorial  of  his 
brother,  Andrew  Jackson  Houghton. 

Beqnest  of  John  Clarke,  supplemented  by  other  gifts  and 
by  the  city. 

Bequest  of  Hon.  Charles  Edward  Forbes. 

Gift  of  Alfred  T.  Lilly. 

Gift  of  children  of  Edmnnd  I.  and  Lupy  N.  BichardSy  as 
a  memorial  of  their  parents. 

Gift  of  Cyrus  Gale. 

Mainly  the  gift  of  Erasmus  Haston. 

Gift  of  Elijah  M.  Dickinson  of  Fitchbnrg. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Charles  L.  Flint. 

Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza  B.  Wheaton. 
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VNORWOOD, 

Pbppbrbll,    . 

PSTBBftHAM,      . 
PlTTSPIBLD,      . 

Pbincbtom,     . 
Pboyivobtown, 

•.  OUINOT,   . 

Randolph,     • 
Rehobotk, 
rocubbtbb,    . 

^gALBM,      r^ 

SciTUATB,  North, 

Shirlbt, 

southbridob, 

Spenoer, 

Sprinopibld,  . 

Stbrlino, 

Stocxbridob, 
Stow, 

Sturbridob,  • 

SUDBVRT,  • 

Sunderland,  . 

Uxbridob, 
Ware,     . 
—  Warrbn, 
Watbrtown,  . 
Wellbslbt,  . 
West  Brookpield, 
Westtord, 
Weymouth,    . 

Sou^A  Weymouihy 

WiLLIAMSBURO, 

BajfdenvillSf 

*^  WOBURN, 

Wrbmtham,    . 
Yarmouth  ,    . 


Gift  of  Oeorga  Morrill  and  his  wife,  as  a  memorial  of 
their  daughter,  Miss  Sarah  Bond  Morrill. 

Bniit  partly  by  sabscriptions. 

Gift  of  George  Peabody. 

Beqnest  of  Charles  F.  Lawrence  of  New  York. 

Built  mainly  by  sabscriptions. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Thomas  Allen. 

Gift  of  Edward  A.  Goodnow,  as  a  family  memorial. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Nathan  Freeman. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Thomas  Crane. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Col.  Royal  Tanier. 

Gift  of  Darius  Goffof  Pawtucket,  R..I. 

Partly  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Leonard  of  New  Bed- 
ford. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Capt.  John  Bertram. 

Gift  of  Silas  Peirce  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of  his  wife. 

Built  mainly  by  bequest  of  Mrs.  Betsey  D.  Hasen. 

Gift  of  Holmes  Ammidown  of  New  York. 

Gift  of  Richard  Sugden. 

Gift  of  the  City  Library  Association. 

Gift  of  Edward  Conant  of  Worcester,  as  a  memorial  of 
his  daughter,  Elizabeth  Anne. 

Gift  of  Hon.  John  Z.  Goodrich. 

Gift  of  Miss  Belinda  Lull  Randall,  for  estate  of  John 
Witt  Randall. 

Bequest  of  George  B.  Hyde  of  Boston,  as  a  memorial  of 
his  father,  Joshua  Hyde. 

Bequest  of  John  Goodnow  of  Boston. 

Built  mainly  by  subscriptions. 

Gift  of  Hon.  F.  S.  Stevens. 

Gift  of  Hon.  Edward  C.  Thayer  of  Keene,  N.  H. 

Gift  of  Hon.  William  Hyde  and  others. 

Gift  of  Nathan  Richardson  and  others. 

Built  by  Hoilis  H.  Hunnewell  and  others. 

Gift  of  Hoilis  H.  Hunnewell. 

Gift  of  Charles  Merriam  of  Springfield. 

Gift  of  Hon.  John  Yamum  Fletcher. 

Gift  of  Quincy  Tults  and  his  sister,  Miss  Susan  Tufls. 

Bequest  of  John  S.  Fogg. 

Beqnest  of  Stephen  Meeklns. 

Gift  of  Miss  Anna  Hayden. 

Bequest  of  Charles  Bowers  Winn,  as  a  memorial  of  his 
father. 

Gift  of  heirs  of  Hon.  Josiah  J  Fiske. 

Gift  of  Nathan  Matthews  of  Boston. 
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FAOS 

Acton  Memorial  Idbrary, 10 

Adams  Public  Library, 12 

Amherst  Town  Hall  and  Library, 14 

North  Amherst  Library, 14 

AndoTer  Memorial  Hall  Library, 16 

Arlington,  Robbins  Free  Library, 18 

Ashbombam  Public  Libnu^, 20 

Ashfleld  Public  Library, 16 

Ayer  Public  Library 26 

Barre  Town  Library, 30 

Belchertown,  Clapp  Memorial  Library, 34 

Belmont  Town  Hall  and  Library 36 

Bemardston,  Cusbman  Library, 86 

Billerica,  Bennett  Public  Library, 40 

Blandford  Free  Public  Library, 42 

Boston  Public  Library, 44 

Bourne  Free  Public  Library, 60 

Braintree,  Thayer  Public  Library, 64 

Bridgewater  Public  Library, 66 

Brtmfield  Town  Hall  and  Library, 42 

Brookfleld,  Banister  Memorial  Hall, 60 

Brookline  Public  Library, 62 

Buckland  Free  Library, 60 

Cambridge  Public  Library, 66 

Carlisle,  Oleason  Library, 70 

Charlemont  Public  Library  and  Town  Hall, 70 

Chatham  Public  Library, 72 

Chelmsford  Free  Public  Library, 76 

Chelsea  Public  Library, 78 

Cheshire  Town  House  and  Library 80 

Concord  Public  Library, 88 

Conway  Town  Hall  and  Library, 140 

Cummington,  Bryant  Free  Library, 90 

Dalton  Town  Hall  and  Library 92 

Danvers,  Peabody  Institute  Library 80 

Dartmouth,  Southworth  Library,  South  Dartmouth, 96 

Dedham  Public  Library 98 

Duxbuiy  Free  Library, 106 

East  Bridgewater,  Washburn  Library  Building 106 

Bastharopton  Public  Library, 110 

Baston,  Ames  Free  Library 112 

Essex  Public  Library, 110 

Everett,  Frederick  £.  Parlin  Memorial  Library, 116 

Everett,  Shute  Library, 116 

Fairhaven,  Millicent  Library,        .' 120 

Fall  River  Public  Library 124 

Falmouth,  West  Falmouth  Libraiy, 128 
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Fltchborg  Pablic  librarj, .126 

Foxboroagb,  Bojden  Public  Library, 128 

Framiogham  Memorial  Hall  and  Ldbrarj, 130 

Freetown  Public  Library, 130 

Gardner,  Levi  Heywood  Memorial  Library, •       .  134 

Georgetown,  Peabody  Library, •       .       •       •  136 

Gloucester,  Sawyer  Free  Library, 136 

Magnolia  l4braryf • liO 

Great  Barrington  Free  Library, 144 

Groton  Public  Library 148 

Harvard  Public  Library, 144 

Hatfield  Public  Library, ' .158 

Haverhill  Public  Library, 160 

Heath  Free  Public  Library, 168 

Hingham  Public  Library 166 

Hinsdale  Public  Library, 166 

Holden,  Gale  Free  Library,  Damon  Memorial, 168 

Hopkinton  Public  Library, 168 

Hubbardston  Public  Library 174 

Ipswich  Free  Public  Library, 174 

Kingston,  FredeKc  C.  Adams  Public  Library, 178 

Lancaster  Town  Library, 178 

Lawrence  Free  Public  Library 186 

Leicester  Public  Library, 190 

Lexington  Town  Hall  and  Library, 198 

Lincoln  Public  Library 198 

Littleton,  Reuben  Hoar  Library 202 

Lowell  City  Library, 204 

Ludlow,  Hubbard  Memorial  Library, 206 

Maiden  Public  Library, 212 

Manchester  Public  Library, 218 

Marblehead,  Abbot  Public  Library, 222 

Marion  Public  Library, 202 

Medford  Public  Library, 228 

Mendon,  Taft  Public  Library, 228 

Metbueu,  Nevins  Memorial  Library, 234 

Middleton,  Flint  Public  Library, 236 

Milford  Memorial  Hall 238 

Miliis  Free  Public  Library 236 

Monson,  Horatio  Lyon  Memorial  Library, 242 

Nabant  Public  Library, 244 

Natick,  Morse  Institute  Library,   . 246 

Bacon  Free  Library^  SotUh  N'atick,        ..•••...  246 

New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library,        .........  242 

Newburyport  Public  Library, 254 

Newton. Free  Public  Library, 258 

North  Adams,  Andrew  Jackson  Houghton  Memorial, 260 

Northampton  Free  Public  Library, 264 

Northampton,  Forbes  Library, 266 

Lilly  Free  Library^  Florence  Village,    ••......  264 

North  Attleborougb,  Richards  Memorial  Library, 270 

Northborough  Free  Library, 272 

Northbridge,  Whitlnsville  Social  Library,    ...••...  276 

North  Brookfield  Free  Public  Library, 274 

Northfleld,  Dickinson  Memorial  Library 276 

North  Reading,  Flint  Public  Library, 278 

Norton  Public  Library, 278 
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Norwood  Public  Librmry 280 

Orleaof,  Snow  Libraxy, 284 

Oxford  Town  Hall  and  Libnuy, 284 

Palmer  Public  Library, 288 

TehXiodj,  Peabodf  huiUuU  Lilnxuyt 288 

Petertham  Public  Library, 294 

Pittffield,  Berkihlre  Athensenm, 296 

Princeton  Public  Library 302 

PtoTlnoetown  Public  Library, 804 

Qnincy,  Thomae  Crane  Public  Library 306 

Kandolph,  Turner  Free  library, 306 

Reboboth,  Blanding  Library, 804 

Revere  Town  Hall  and  Library, 812 

Rochester  Free  Public  Library, 814 

Salem  Public  Library, 820 

Sdtnate,  Peirce  Memorial  Library,  North  Sdtuate, 314 

Shirley  Public  Library 330 

Shrewsbury  Free  Public  Library 830 

Somenrille  Public  Library, 332 

Spencer,  Richard  Sugden  Public  Library, 340 

Springfield  City  Library, 342 

Sterling,  Elisabeth  Anne  Conant  Memorial, 340 

Stockbridge  Public  Library 848 

Stow  Free  Public  Library, 350 

Sturbridge,  Joshua  Hyde  Public  Library, 300 

Sudbury,  Ooodnow  Free  Public  Library, 862 

Templeton,  Boynton  Public  Library 852 

Townsend  Public  Library, 364 

Uzbridge,  Thayer  Memorial  Library, 868 

Ware  Free  Public  Library, 864 

Warren  Fablic  Library, 376 

Watertown  Free  Public  Library 380 

Wellesley  Free  Library  and  Town  Hall, 376 

West  Brookfield  Public  Library, 394 

Westfleld  AthensBum, 396 

Westford  Public  Library, 396 

Weymouth,  Tufts  Library, 408 

Fogff  Memorial  Library,  South  IVeymouih, 408 

Williamsburg,  Meeklns  Memorial  Library, 414 

Wlnthrop,  Frost  Public  Library 418 

Wobum  Public  Library, 422 

Worcester  Free  Pabllc  Library, 424 

Wrentham  Public  Library, 428 

Yarmouth  Public  Library, 414 
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